CHAPTER Vil

The October Offensive.
‘ ‘“The Armisti ‘
Embarks for the ited States.
Mastered out. ,
Federalization of the New York Guard.
The re-construction perlod.

?he*deeiaien ta attack'was made known on the morning

of Oetober‘iﬁth; the general plan cunﬁemplated a push toward the -
St. Maurice River focusing on Catillom. In this the 2nd (American)
Corps together with the 2nd and 15th (British) Corps were to par-
fféipate, \WithAﬁhe 2?€h diviSiog onﬂthe Iefﬁ of the Corps secﬁbr
and the 30th division on its right the Americans would push forward
the center with the British on either flank.

| ~ Upon receipt’ of battle orders the 106th Infantry pre-
pared for immediate aéﬁion. Field lMessage No. 1 distributed by
runners from Headquarters located at Escaufourt indicated the "Zero"
hour as 5.20 a.m., "Z" day, October 17th. The sector assigned the
:55xd Infantry Brigade covéred'a-frént of approximately‘twelve hun-
dred yards and a depth of twelve thousand yards; the attaek was to
be supported by batteries of the 4th Australian Divisional Artillery.
‘Heavy tanks would open the way for the infantry and a Squadron of the
20th (British) Hussars would operate on the flanks; eoncentrations
of Smake‘would sereen the advance. Jonc de be Farm %hﬁiﬁirﬁt ob-
jective lay to the east of a ridge eight thousand yards from the
vjump-off" linej the second objective Jonquiere Farm (known local-
ly as North Chi%ney) twelve hundred yards beyond and ﬁcéated énga
gentle rise, offered natural advantages as a defensive posi%ioﬁ;
beyond this to the eastward the area of exploitation sloped down=-
ward to the St. Mauriece River. Reference to the accpmpanying map

will enable the reader to better orient the situation; also the



foregoing synOpsis of the general plan of attack lays emphasis on
the magn:tude of the last drive particlpated in by the 106th In-
fantry wherein were fOught two battles and one lesser engagement,
with a rifle strength of about FOUR HUNDRED'

Early in the afternoon of the 16th the enemy again
showéd unmistakable signs of nervousness; sensing unusual activity
on the American frdnt he opered witﬂ heavy field guns in,savage
bursts, forcing dur-fnfantry under ground. The Australians re-
plying with vigor and in salvos failed in silencing the German
gunners; hy~eyéning;,artillery activity on both fronts had grown to
eonsiderahle ppépﬂrtipns! Amid this paﬁdemanium the infantry huddied
in slimy'trenches,awaited the eﬁghtfdl Zero hour! At 4.20 on the
morning of.GEtOber‘17thvthe 106th Infantry under cover of darkness
and in a soaking dfizzlé‘fdrmed on the tape; the lst battalidﬁrin
assauit;’the 2nd in suppéft and the Sid‘in resefvé; -- each in WarT
tiileryfformaﬁion“ deployed in depth with greatly extended in-
tervals. Extremely heavy fdg pius the yeIIOWiSh‘smdke screen, re-
ducing visibality to a miﬁimum persisted thrOugEOut the earlyvstagés
of the acﬁidh, ﬁt irreguiﬁf‘interﬁais the enemy searched the area
far'assembiy‘pdinﬁs: with the passage\of time his fire increased.
During this uncomfortable and dangerous interim the regiment stood
 fast in the mufky half-light of dawn awaiting the opening gunt

At 5.20 a.m. the earth trembled with a simmaneoua
crash of artillery! The battle of St. Souplet had commenced! Three
minutes later the barrage searched the térrain to the eastward.

With a deafening roar the énemy counter-barrage came down across
the American front! At 6.20 a.m., our barrage lifted and crept for-
ward the infantry following. Brown's Battalion led off, encounter-

ing gas in a depression immediately in his front; holding due east,



his next problen lay in murdling a tremch system well caleulated

éd imﬁé&e hié.pragréss._ Getiing through, his battaiion pushed

on to the Le Seile where it halted awaiting the arfi#ai Qf‘hieut.
Golonel True who was to lead the regiment forward from that point.
Ireland's battalion following a course generally north by east ar=
rived at the eross-roads (indieated on the accompanting map) direetliy,
in line df fire qf an Australian battery! Fartunatg;y'for these ooy
the error was discovefed in time t@‘ehange’directiogrﬁhe battaiion
now in the eénter of the brigéde seétor moved forward to the sunken
road south of the Weaving Mill, sliding down the embankment onto the
heads of a company of the 102nd Engfneérs; these gallant troops en-
gaged in a futile attempf to lay foot bridges across the river for
the passage of the infantry, had tai@n.temporary shelter in the de~
pression. Correctly assuming that troops advancing would seek this
fancied haven of security, the enemy régistering on the road was now
_placing high explosive shells with startling accuracy! Reforming,
the 2nd battalion scaled the steep embankment and pushed on to Marsh
Mill,

‘ The 3rd battalion commanded by Dashiel havihg lost
eontact with the 2nd,‘fallowed a course holding to the northerly
limits of the brigade sector, advancing its line to a point north of
the Weaving Mill previously mentioned. It must be admitted that
liaison between the battalions bf'the regiment was poor throughout
the early stages of the battle; making;dne aliowance for waather‘
conditions and resulting low visibility, the deficiency was never-
the less unjustifiable. In the meantime the lst battalion had ef-
fected a crossing of the ILe Selle‘and»had advanced under'colonel True
in accordance with orders. Shortly thereafter the 2nd battalion ar-
riving at the ford hwd halted and taken cover awaiting the arrival‘

of Colonel Trwe (who unknown to Captain Ireland had already-brossed
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with Brown’s battalion) but a shert Eime before the arrival of the
2nd battalion.‘ &ssnming that the Ist Battalion had cressed and
realrzing that Brewn reaitdaan theYanvbattallon far suppert, and
in the absence of higher'authoritx Ireland ordered his battalion to
eross the river. For this he was charged with dellberate disqpedi-
ence of orders bg-GeneraI Blandxngv€00mmandingtthe 53rd»Infantry3%;A,
Brigade) and reeemmended for a General Court Martial. The factﬁthﬁit
thie'scen&alous fncident has om numerous eeéasiens been referred to
either directly or by sly innuedo, prompts the writer terstate the
hease In detail. | |
) In Justice to the defendant it may be stated that the
alleged disobedience of orders is in direct contradiction of the |
provisions of paragraph 374, Infantry Drill Regulaﬁione, 1911 which
| reads:-~"when eireﬁmstaneee render‘it impractieable to consult the
authority issulng an erdervofficers should not. hesitaﬁe to vary*frmm
such order~when it is elearly'based upen an ineerreet view ef the
situation, is imposeible of exeeatien, or has been rendered 1mpracti»
ecable on account of changes which have oecured sinee its promulgation.
" In thevappllcatien‘ef this rule the respensibility for mistakes rests
upon the subordinatd, but unwillingless to assume responsibility on
.proper‘oeeaeions is indicetive of weakness. \ﬁuPeriors should be
careful not to censure an apparent dlsobedience where the act was done
in the proper spirit and to advance. the general plan.f

The basis of the defense having been hBought to the
attention of Gemeral Blanding charges were withdrawns but this actiem
did not satisfy the defenéan%,_ Smarting nnder the huhilation of se
unjust an iﬁputation, and‘realizing that to place such a.eharge a-
gainst hiﬁ'efficiency’reeord‘weuld bring discredit upon his regiment,
he promptly ealled for a Court of thuiry. Fully exonerated, Captaim

Ireland continued in his cemmand, withdrawing his reqﬁgsﬁ,
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e advance to St. Martin Rivere a town located on

the heighfs Qvériobking the rivér~gt ﬁhe poinﬁ dfvdrassing Wésvim-
mediately undértakeﬁ and accomplished; numerous prisoners were here
taken by the 106th Infantry. BEstablishing liaison with units of the
30th division on its right, the 2nd battalion advanced to the raile
road one tﬁausand!yards east of the town taking cover under the em-
bankment and ignorant of the fact that enemy troops occupied dug- ‘o
outs on the opp081te side within TEN YARDS of the 2nd battalion! With
%his sﬁarfllng discovery the dug~outs were bombed and more prisoners
taken, these were marched ferward with ﬁhe battallan in the correct
belief Ehat thrOugh them enemy p@s1tions might be more easily gx&enti~
fiEd' . . o S .
i v Strong re31sﬁanee encennﬁered at Jonc de ﬁbrrﬁidge was
cvereame Wlth rifle fire and in a frontwl attaak, the 2nd haﬁtallon ‘}
cleared the ﬂrenches at the point of the hayanet, examlnatiwn ef thisi'
Iine of trenchea disclased a verltable shamblest Upﬁn entering the :
‘ town of ﬁubre Guernan and seeing no evzdence of frlendly trOOps ﬁn
ﬁhe v1c1n1ty it was believed that the lﬂﬁth Infantry had pﬁshed on Py
toward the flnal obgectlve' the 2nd battallon of the lO&th therefore |
‘utoak‘@over awaltingﬁthe arrlvaluaf thg 1st and 3rd battali@ns,pre—
paratory to moving fof@ard in 'cifose support of the 105th. S

Whﬂe. in this ‘pdsitibn,.,thé‘_ battalion was fired on

by unseen machine guns hidden:from view in nearby thickets. Stromg
patrols were immediately or&ered foﬁWard and backed by Lieut. smﬁﬁh”s
Vickers, the menace was quiekly and thoroughly disposed of. In the
meantime the lst battalion had arrmved and skirting the main axiel
road proceeded to dig in; the Srd battalion having advanced to a
position west of the Aubre Guernon-ﬁdvantage Farm<road; halted and

dug in. It was now that Captain Me Arthur of the‘lO5th'Infantry ar-
‘rive& Gpthe scene with units of thét regiment and being senidr offi=

~ cer on the spot assumed‘éﬁmméﬁd of the line. Bﬁ‘ﬁis orders the 105th



Infantry established a line of resistance east of the tows with

the lqéth in support; in this disposition the 2nd battalion en;
trenched at a'péiht probably three hundred yards in rear of the
line held by the 105th, the lst battalion lay in "fox hales“ é1ong
the road already referred to and the 3rd in trenches somewhét re-
tired west of Advaﬁtage Farm. | |

| From well chosen positioﬁs Smith®s machine gun pla-
toon enfiladed the main axiel road. Thus disposed,the 53rd Infantry
Brigade rested from its labors of that memorable day. Rifle fire
’.had ceased but shellihg eéntinuéd throughout the night; -« the lst
'baﬁtallen taklng the most punishment, its effectlve strength had

by the follewing mcrning been reduced tcrten offlcers and thlrty
eight men! Of the tanksvbut Gnevpeneﬁrated as far as ﬂubre GuernOh
where it néwjlayibiockihg the cross~raads‘and drawing fire.

Ih‘this ba€t1e the 27th division*captured twenty
three officers and five hﬁndre@\and seventy four soldiers together
wiﬁh a cbnsiderable”amaunﬁ af matériai ihéluding_oneflécomotive
and manyicars. The baﬁt;e lésses of the lOSth I%fantry‘wére.five
men killed iﬁ‘acﬁioh§ £@ﬁfman died of wounds, three officers and
forty seven ﬁen woundédﬂ forty three meh gassed and three men miss-
ing iﬁ action; total paSualﬁties-oﬁe hundred and three all ranks.
 Enemy unlﬁs ayposite the 27th division on October 17th:-

Eﬂéth Infantry Division

243rd  do do
3rd Haval do

24th Infantry do
15th Rifle do

The disposition of the 53rd Infantry Brigade in the
battle of Jonec de Mer Ridge, fought October 18th, fell to Lieut.
Colonel True of the 106th Infantry; in the erigihallplan covering

this action the 106th was to leap-frog the 105th; but the depleted



IOGth belng to weak in numbers to assume the respensibility,

Its 2nd battallon was merged with ‘the 1atter and with it, advanced
toward the final obJectlve, anquxere Farm; ' S

7 The battle’cemmenced_at 5.30 on the mcrhingvof Oct-
dber'ISth when the barrage eameAden along the A&b:é.Gﬁefhon-Ie
Catesu rosd; tﬁis wwsséﬁswered almost immediately by an enemy
counter-barrage of great intensity! The assau1t~ecﬁelon had ad-
vanced probably a thousand yards whén liaison with the 30th di-
vision on the right suddenly failed! By this thecadvaneevwaschung up
and the tréops dug themselves in awaltlng developements. Wounded
very early that merning, Captain Ireland had been evaephted to

the rear; the command of the 2nd battalion therefore fell to the
dependable and efficient Secomd in Gommand, lst Lieut. Frank C. v
Vincent. Ireland returned to the line the following day. Through
a blunder there now existed a gaﬁ betweehvthe right elements of
the 27th division and the left of the 30th division; =- a situ-
ation extrenely dangerous! Patrols of the 105th InfantryVWOrking
southward to'ascertain the reason of the break in ﬁhe line weie
fired on from.the‘direeﬁion of lMazingheim, a town within the
sector of the 30th division, still held by the Germans! S.0.S.
messages flashed to Hea@quarters bﬁought'dne company of the IOZBd
Bngineers to the rescuej this gplendid‘QOmpany entered the lines
at Advantage Farm. A serious error had been c¢ommitted? ?hrdughv
this error the 9th (British) Corps had been ordered to advaﬁee at
11 #.M. instead of 5.30 A.M.! Fearing to lose contact on its right
the 30th dﬂvisioﬁ stood fast while the 53rd Infantry Brigade of
the 27th division had gone forward in total ignorance of the situ~
ation on its right: Ehe'misinfarmed Bmitish'being épprized of the

error and realizing fully the grave possibilities hurried into



- actions b@t»iﬁwmas nqt until the s&me‘night ﬁhat liaison was
again established between the right of the 53rd brigade and the
left of the 30th division?! 7 | _ | |

The lst battalion of the 106th had in the mean-
time offered its feeble support at Advantage Farm, the 3rd ba-
tallion bolstériﬂg the 1lst as best it could, both battalions:-eon-
tinuing in actiom throughout the day. With little advantage gain-
edbﬁhe battle terminated with the line somewhat retired along the
Mazingheim-Jone de Mer road: in this battle the 106th Inﬁantry lost
ten officers and seventy éne,men‘waun&e&.

» The engagement of Jonquiere Farm commenced at 5.30
on the morning of October 19th constituted what is known as a "Hold-
ing Engagement" on the lime of the final objeetive, involving the
advance and attack on enemy artfklery; infantry'aﬁd machine gun
nests, in wﬁieh paiﬁs of the divisions mamed constituted the enemy
opposing the 27th ﬁmericaﬁ,nivisicn;dw

| 204th Infantry Division
243 do - do

24th  do do
15th Rifle do

In this engagement the ond (American) Corps was
flanked bythe 9th (British) ebrps onithe right and the 13th
(British) Corps onthe left. Within ﬁhe sector of the 27th di-
vision the 53rd Infantry brigade held the right and the 54th x%.
fantrg¥brigade the left: within the sub-sector of the 53rd brigade
the 105th Infantry held the right and the 106th Infantry the left;'
with the second ﬁattali@ﬁAdf the latter in assault supported by the
1st and 3rd battalions. The 54th Infantry brigade operating @ﬁ
the left extended the line northward to the tactical boundry of

the 2nd Corps.
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In descriving this astion the writer again refers 1o his war
'Q§%;quhéreih igbfqﬁnd amore’ﬁnﬁimaﬁé'fecital of ingideﬁts as-
sociated with the operations of the IO&th‘Enfaﬁtry than is shown

in the official record. "The regiment was on its mark dép&pyﬁé

in skirmish order'in four waves; there was no covering barrage.
~The picture will-never'fade; first the miracle of daybreak with

its changing forms and eciors; then the sun rising majectically
over the land, éradwally dispelling that peculiar haze commonm im
these parﬁs; and then broﬁd daylight.® |
*Ii was alhogt fréstyf a heavy dew had fallen

dﬁring the night; trees and grass were shimmering. A bird start-
ed its morning séﬁg; others ﬁoﬁk_ft'wp until the air was filled
with singing and gladness. To the casual Gbservergthe scene

would havevfiliéd his seul with a sense ﬁf'preféundvpeaee. S&édensv
ly a whistle blast! ‘Frﬁm the dripping grass there arose the men of
the 2nd Garps,in*ﬁmbraken;lines to the right and left as far as the
eye could seel We’heardtﬁ@ﬁmeallﬁng *Lets Ga!“-aawLétS’Gaf" To
' I “MENEOLAERCOLs ! "IMINEOLA S "

this the men of the ragged 106th BgFeame
~"At the signal the men émrgeé f@ruardahayéaets catching the glint
of the early morning sun; it was glorious! - Another five hundred yardé
and we fouled the enemy; their pun emplacements were everywhere im
fnaﬁt$Q Rif1es'craeked¢ machine guns barked, grenades exploded?

- We found grQups sprawled across fﬁeﬁz machine guns, deads it has
been said of these Germans that they’ﬁere.ehained to their gums!
We saw nothing of the kimdy to the contrary these soldiers weré

iros tofreectocyuntaway if they chose. A1l homor to brave men who in the

face of certain death upheld the honor of their flag be they right
ar“#rang.* -

"One of their wounded begged to be put out of his




miserys he was accommodated on the spot withvthé”aid of a‘sfeel
jacket. Repugnant as thisvseemingly brutal act may appear I be-
'Iieve it wés justifiable. The brigade was making good headway
but on our right things were different; the 118th Infantry of
the 30th division had been stopped by enemy fire delivered from
the town of Mazingheimj a gap appeared:an the right of our line.
The 118th held on yet ecould not advance! Reinforcements from the
27th Division Reserve were immediately rushed forward; one troop
of the 20th Hussars,‘company »Fv* 102nd Engineers and a platoon
of the 104th Machine Gun Battalion comprised this reserve; these
troops undoubtedly saved the day."

Fearing a sortie from.the,besieged town by way of
thg Mazingheim-Jonc de Mer road, offering excellent epportunties
for a raking enfilade fire, the 105th Infantry pushed forward
strong combat patrols in the direction of the town; as before these
patrols were fired upon and stdpped. On our left we~heérd firings
the 54th brigade was battling forward under strong opposition.
Upon gaining the Mazingheim road the 2nd Battaliom of the 106th
Infantry‘haited and took eovei: a.high masonary wall on the other
sideAblammﬁ the way. Calling fer pickaxes the road was crossed by
rushes, the wall breached and scrambling,throhghgthemhaﬁtalion‘a;
gain advanced. In this, the lst amd 3rd battalions covered the 2nd.
Beyond lay the orchard -- indicated on the map as & "danger spot";
splintered trees and trampled'hedgeé told the story. The natural
advantages offered snipers had not been overlooked; these pests
had left a hot trail behind."

"Te entered in open order taking cover within the
outer fringej; beyond, Jonquiere Farm spread itself before us. Push-

ing forward combat patrols the regiment lay very still yet ready.”



Ihe.extremgly'dangerqus duty assigned these patrols calling for
courage and initiative compelled cur:admiration. We watched the
human ferre%s as they milled about the old farm; after a bit a
patrol leader straddles an upper window of the main building and
signaling "All Clear" we move forward. In permitting the patrols
to move unmolested about the premises the enemy had employed the
0ld ruse of reserving his fire for bigger and more profitable game.®

"The line was at once established east of the farm
extending from the road on our left to a point one thousand yards
on our right where it hooked up with the 30th division;‘the 54th
Brigade held the mxtreme northerly sector of the 27th division with
the 107th Infantry on our immediate left. The main farm building |
served the purpose of Headquarters and aid post; the stable ad-
joining designated Battalionm Headquarters housed the persomnel of
those units, and a large barn across the barnyard housed fhe supports,
while still another barn just behind the lines offered splendid
concealment for sniper, observer and machine gunners the Reserves
were quartered in a shed nearby."

Lieutenant Smith of the Machine Gun Company (affec-
tionally called}"Happy Smith" ) always reddy to achieve the im-
possible had managed to get a pair of his Vickers up a rickety
ladder into the cupola of the barn and was adrdady rendering good
service in silencing enemy groups which he had picked up through
glasses. From this elevated perch we watched the enemy milling
about his works; presently one of them climbed out sauntering along
over the top to shorten his journey -« which he most certainly
succeeded in doing! The distance between the respective lines was
uncertain; we wanted the range. The Lieutenant, a sniper and I
made a guess and these we averagedj the sniper set his sight; the
average proved correct!"

"Retracing our steps down the shaky ladder we started )
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for Headqwarters.‘ Ebticfng'what appeared to ‘be puffa of brlck
dust aba&t the entrance we stepped shart' Eacusfng mx glasses
I saW’unmistakable signs of chipping which spelled CAUTION! The L~
The enmmy too had estimated to a nieety the range hetween his nest to
the exact center of that peaceful Iauklng front door? At timed
intervals we heard the spatter of his bullets! It was & case of
studying his timetable; the instant he éeased firing a dash was
made for the eﬁﬁrances In spite of his nicely laid plans he never
gat‘ahe of us.!" | | : "‘ |

*I believe the Adjutant énd'I were the first to en-
ter. A rather spooky atmosphere p?ewa&ed‘the 0ld housei just that
uncamny unreal atmoéphere‘éf expectaney felt by credulous folks
who believe in gﬁosts. In @ur case I suppose it was what they call
premenitlon, -~ or it may have been a ease of "ﬁerves“* hwt Whatever_
it was our apprehems:ﬁn was Justlfiab&e. In exploring the corridor
we were startled by repeated gr@ans.' Eorcing a.gqa;Awe>hur3t igﬁ&'
an inner room almest stumbling over the dbféefs¢6ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁé$&@$¢ﬁmgﬁr’
smrprisé was complete! ‘!hanawﬁ German litters we found two badly
wounded Americam soldiers! They had been gathered in a few days
befdienbg enemy émbulanée mﬁﬁ;@ndahad;neee£Ved every a%tenfien
possible! Eﬁey'tmld‘us that when it became apparent that their
positions were no longer tenable they eﬁhe Germans) had, in‘spité'
of thevreéulting confusion incident to retreat, placed them in
the farm house in reach of water and ratiomss in shcrt’the enemy
had not neglected their humane duty to ﬁhese'wawndedbprisoners of
war. To the truth of their statement I cam testify: for did I not
see these thingé? It was just another instance af'cold’faeté con-
flicting with the widely preached propaganda of German frightfulness.
While we st&od~ta1kiﬁg;With these mem the initial bombardment of
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the férm.cammeﬁced with cansiderable’f&ry!“ , o 7

r &erdering our wounded eomrades removed to the cellar,
we ourselves had no sooner left the raom when a burst on the hard
road just under the w1ndows spattered the apartment with splinters,
taking with it both windows and framesz The Adjutant and I agree-
ing ﬁhat “aomiss §s: as gméd<as a mile" let it go at that.r Ehter’
img the dlning TOOm == more recently~the operating room we came
 ,&gon a ghastly memento left by our retreatimg predecessorss under
the table lay a freshly amputated leg still wearing its hobbed
. marching boot and scarlet piped pantaloon! With that, in comes a
fellaw‘of the Sanitary Corps amd picking up the gruesome thing he
gives it a swing or two intending to throw it through the opem
windows -- and.dwt it went but with only the boot; -- for the
trouser had been Jerked loose and there stood the fellow who nad
~ dome thejob with the danglzng cloth in one hand, a cigarette in
the other and a surprlsed look‘on his face! As for the naked leg,
it crashed inﬁosthe bushesﬁand I suppose some day the bare bones
will &doéﬁ:the mantle shelf as %:s@uveﬁfr_ei the sﬁirring days of
*eighteen." |

‘*Our casualities though few continued to mounts not

from shéll fire alone but from persistent sniping. We set to
work to silenmce the offending guns which by now had made life
miserable far*thése of us whose duty it was té,enter and leave the
house. Not only didathej send volleys through the doors but théy
riddled thé windows as well! Indicating to Smith the! probabilé:
'lacality from which the shots came this ever smiling officer gave
to his gunners the firing data; not a hedge escaped his attention
indeed he fired on anything &ﬁd‘everything that resembled in the

glightest degree enemy activity. It was under his covering fire
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that our patrols operated that days Dacked by his guns the patrols
orawled to within threwing distances armed with grenades they
lopped them over andlpreséeﬁ dn; By‘évgniﬁg>€he menace had abated
and we were free ta enter the house without fear of being sniped.”

"Reconnaissance pushed energetically forward had
reached the St. Maurice river/an&kréturning, reported enemy po-
gitions on ocur left front at that points the German artillery had
taken new positions beyond the river and were registering dn the
farm. At four o'clock an1he afternoon df October 19th & heavy |
bombardment was laid across our front! The Australians had in khe
meantime advénced their batteries and were pounding'thehggqyg‘ﬁﬁph
long ramge. To the reader the following incident will appear alto-
gether in¢onsistent;‘it happened during the bombardment. Not a
' man was hurt physically, although the pride of those involved must
have beeﬁ‘deeply wounded ."®

"It seemed to ws that each succeeding shell ecame just
a little closer and that it would be only a matter of time when
they would get us like rats in a trap! With these thoughts we
nuddled close within the smelly confines of our stable head-
quarters. There we sat gazing across the barn yard and wishing
aurselvesvin the ccmpany‘df those in thevlarge barns -- hdmekike
because it teemed with human socieﬁy and for no other péason. |
There we were; they on their side of the yard and we in,euﬁ stable.
Suddenly Ehe air was filled with the familiar yet always terrifying
screamforérbammama:high éxplcsive shell barely skimmimg our :uaf
and crashing squarely through that of the barn, sending skyward
showers of slate and timber! Out poured the suppnrts‘wha but g
moment before rested in fancied security! Panic stricken, each

vied with his neighbor in a wild dash for the only exit; some were
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¢#38§é¢sw$@me nndfé58¢di sémé W??e;#wakﬂ “fhé?éﬂa?iﬁ?P;Whén;ﬁhé'
cxasﬁ occurred. One laggar&, the last out bounded across the
yérd}aS‘naked as the day he was botn'staggerfhg’under theglea& of
all hfs‘earthly possessions piled into a huge bundle slung over
nis shoulder." | |

*The time wﬁrn adage, "Any port in a storm® must
have hit him séuare;y between the eyes; without hesitation he head-
éd straight for a pig sty'forcing*himsélf with might and main
~through the narrUW‘opening on all fours; as for the hugh bundle it
simply cduldn*t be done! So:there he was stuck fast -- haif in and
“half out! Those on our side howled with delight and derision at
the sad plight of this unfortunate dowghbﬁy wh0se curses were of
no avail. Seizing the glorious opportunity onme of his pals darted
,frmm‘eavei~§nd wrenching loose a stout fence rail belabored our
“here with such telling effect that he,aﬁ&ndoned his bundle and
wriggled home." | | -
"Through the nighﬁwwe'heard the wounded calling for
help from that desolate region called "No Mans Land."™ At five o'
elaek'@nihe morning df’the_ZOthithe enemy ag&in:shelled our po-
sitions; it was a veritable nightmare! Lieutenant Eineent came in
paﬁnfully‘wouhded; with épparent disregard of what héd happened
this uffiéerwexhihited a coolness and nerve unsurpassed. Litter
bearéis broﬁght ﬁn-a~Iadvdangerauslythrt; if he lives he will never
~ walk again?! We prayed #hat_ the game kid mféh’é die. Sergeant Frank
aamklin:df'the Maching Gun Gompaﬁywé&me throﬁéﬁ during the afteiw
noon; his luck was certainly with him! Drf#iﬂg'a team of Kentucky
males hooked to & limber filled with ammunitifon, he had run out of
his sector and trailing the 30th division into Mazingheim galloped
off across the fields finally reaching hié ohjectiwe.‘ When it was
pointed out to him that he héd pardlleXed the frcntg he only smiled!



gggﬁﬁgh nis devotion and sheer grit the gunners were able to eaféyf
- In ﬁhia'situaﬁidn the régim@hﬁ‘had.pleﬁty of_ammu~

nition but nothing to eat. In the late afternoon limbers heavily
loaded with rations arrived at the front; the transport commanded
by the plucky Lientenant Rosboro had experienced'SGme difficulty
in eoming up. Straightening aut his steaming teamsthe Lieutenant
related how he had been hung up by Impassable he&ges' for although
the infantry had mriggled thrﬂugh it cauldn't be dome with ﬁeama -
 and limbers; halting the train he waited his chance. A shell burst* :
squarely‘wnﬂhe he&geq7 ?hls was his cue, the teamsters saw it; -~ .
the horses‘sensed it Away went the transport and so‘owr~rat10ns
came thraugh.‘ : | B | | |

o “ Relleﬁ came durlng the night of the 20th when the 7
Seth amd 6th CBrﬁtlsh) divisions took aver.v The retlrement‘ﬁf thé |
Icﬁth Infantry from North Ghimney‘emnstitwtes the thxrd aatsﬁand-
Ing march of the reglment 1n the great war. Utterly‘exhanﬁkedﬁthe
eoiamm.moved‘on its nerve alome! Somewhere en route to Escaufourt
a erew 6f‘we1faré #dfkers~dispeﬂsed‘hd% choeolate aﬁd créekérs from
a rollxng kltchen, the mﬁn grabbing the Welcame ratlan as they passed. '
Hany falled to grasp mhat was tranﬁpxring, -= they were asleep. At -
times the column beeame tangled as some exhausted man fell in his
tracks and was cursed intcrwakefulness by ethers who stum@led @ver
B hlm@ Eﬁuble loads were carried by the stronger who supported their
weaker comrades. At two on the morming of the 21lst, thé men,weré
pushed under cover without ceremony; this was at Escaufort.
‘m twe thirty the regiment was o-rd‘ere.d up! The Colomel appreciating
the situation demanded transportation, and presently lorries came

rolling in; the process of loading aécémpanied with no little diffi-



culty due to the state of exhaustion of the troops was finally
accomplished.

With Brancourt as its objective the regiment passed
thrpugh Busigny and Bohain en route arriving at its destination at
noon of the Slsﬁ where ff went iniq»biiletts; On the ﬁorﬁing of
October 2nd the regiment marched to Bellicourt via Montbrehain and
Fresnoy le Grand. Passing throughﬂwhaﬁ was once the thriving little
city of Hargicourt, now a pile of ruins where fast growing weeds .
would soon'hide the shame of it all, the‘loathAéoﬁtinued tq‘?emple-
oux Le Gﬁerard; broken and deserted and.so te Hesbecourt whé#e it
bivoﬁaced‘uhderxthe stars. Breaking camp early on the morning of
the‘23r& thé_iegiment in a chill‘QQMFspheie of rain and fog mArChéd
on Roisel where}tr&nspdrtationAby'féﬁl mbﬁld carry the troops to
theif appointed rest areag ,Upbn'reaching Rbisel'arms”were stacked.
* and the mgn relaxed in a false h&pe‘df'soﬁh ééﬁréiﬁingé in this,
position &ﬁe'regimenﬁ Iay until earlj'évening. Suddenly an ominous
roar expanding into a terrifying crash brought officers and men to
their feeff With the suddeness of lightning, roadbed and rails,
wageﬁs_ahd_teams shét skywaiﬁf Trahspdrﬁ men WEovbﬁﬁ a moment be-
fore the expi&aﬂm:@hirged‘encouragingly %o‘their'tedﬁs were cata-
pulted into eternity. , |

" The enemy'had exploded & land mine and by this had -
cut the line of communication! A gang of prisoners of war working
near the railhead, unable tovrestrain from laughing at what they
considered a joke, were brought to a sudden realization of their
error. Several of their number wéré shot on the spot by British
guards! Imstinctively reaching for their rifles, 6urlmen were now
running toward the sceme of the explosiong Euﬁla line of guards post-

ed immediately following the disaster prevented further bloodshed.
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Uith no altermative the march was taken up for Tincourt ima
driving rain storm. Arriving at a late hour the laborfous task

of loading the regiment commenced and at four o*clock on the morn-
ing of October 24th with all sboard the 106th rolled out of the
yards bouﬁﬂ for the city of_Cofbié; it will be recalled that this
bgtteréd city fiéured eongpieiouSly in‘fhe earlier actiﬁns along
the Corbie-Amiens Line, where the Aﬁstraliays won for themselves‘
éverlaéting glory.

" Detraining inthe early afternoon of thaf day; the
march was takenm up for the stuffy little hamlet of Bussy les'Dédura
where the tired regiment was to rest, reorganize and refit prepara-
ﬁory'ﬁo‘cnce}mofe méVing forward. General Blanding had in the mean-
time reliﬁquiShed command of the 55rdrthantry Brigade:.he was
succeeded by Brigadier General Charles I. De Bevoise. The arrival
of replacements -- the first rebeived-sinéé the days at Spartghhurg;
'gladdened'the hearts af the survivers of the battle torn divisiong
in distriﬁ&ting these replacements the 106th Infantry received its
fair- quokas. The consignment came from the National Army and had
not yet tasted battle; but. finding themselves attached to veteran
infantry théy at onee caught the épifﬁt of the regiment with a
determination to measure up to its traditions and glorious achiefew
mentss subsequent drafts were received on the_EOth of that month,

- During its stay at Bussy the reéiment experienced constant and
heavy rains transforming the area into a veritable mud hole.

Captési%n James P. Cooke had on October 8th been re-
lieved as Personnel Adjutant and assignéd thé post of Regimental
Adjutant vice Captain Joseph A. S, Mundy, returned to the command
of Company "D" as of that date; his service with the 106th Infantry

terminated on December 10th, 1918 when he was transferred to Divisien

-
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Headquartes as Assistant Adautant.r Early in November rumors
of peace proposals by the German High Command spread through the
. camps of the 2nd Corps! Continued fighting appeared to mock these
rumors. #ithin the 27th division intensive training in battle
exercises went forward inthe firm belief that the division would
return to the front. On Sunday, November 10th a field memo:ial”h
service in remembrance of our dead was participated in by all units
of the divisions a blanket of snow seemed to accentuate the im-
pressive stillness of the scene; following sacfed misic rendered
by the massed bands, prayers were said for the dead and for the
living. | | 7

_ #ild rumors persisted! The Kaiser had fled! &
Regency had been established! Germany was in the throes of a
revolution! The army had revolted! November 1llth, 1918 made
memorable through the signing of the Armistice, found the 2%th
division ready to advance; but all was changed; at eleven o‘clock
on the morning of that eventful day firing ceased! Peace reigned
supreme on the Western Front! 'Ehe greatest war of all times had
ended? Remarkahle as it may appear no unusual demonstration by
our troops greeted this cheering intelligence. On the other hand,
the French exhibited what might be termed a hysteria of unbounded
joys and well they might. During that night displays of fire-
works brightened the sky in the vieinity ofthe forward areas as

4rnekets, flares, star shells and bombs were expended. The follow-

ing communication was published to the division on November 12th: -

UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON,D.C.

November 12th,1918.

Major General John F.O'Ryan;-
Headquarters,27th Division,U.S.4A.
American Expeditionary'FOrce.

My dear General O*Ryanﬁ-
Permit me to congratulate yﬁu and the
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men of the Z?ﬁh D1v1sion for'the :plendid ser-
vice rendered aur‘cauntry in France. =

~ The war is over, and with it will come
the return of your men to the great Empire State.
The work you have done will live in the annals
of our Commonwealth as long as time lasts.May I
eongraﬁul&te you, and through you, the men in your
command .

Slncerely'yaurs,

€signed) William M.Calder.

o A detachment of two'hundred men representing the -
various units of the 2nd American Corps left ﬁbr>Ehg1aﬁd as gwesﬁs
of the British Government on Eovembér‘i4th; this detachment com-
manded by Captain Ireland of the IQ&%hAEnfantry‘returned to Efance
following a leave df'semen days of genuine'reiaxétion.v Gn.Hﬁyemher
12th a cammunieatien ff@m Marshall Fweh'addressed ﬁo the officers
and men of the Uhited States Armies in Franee amd to the Allies, was

publlshed by eemmand of General John J Bershlng.

GaQoeGoka le 12 Eovembre 1918.,
'OFFICERS S@US- @FFICERS SOLDATS DES ARMEES AI&EEES.

i Apres av01r-resoulment arrefe 1*ennemi,vous
l1tavez pendan%,des mols,avec une foi et une energie
inlassables attaqae sans repit. v

Vous avez gange la plms,grande bs#aille de lthis-~
torie et sauve la plus sacrees la Laherte du Monde.
Soyez fiers!

_ Dfune glorie Immortelle vous avee pare vos drg-
peaux. T e E SR e '

La pesterlte vous garde sa recomnaissanee.

Le Mareehal de Franae,
Commandant en Chef les Arnees Alliees.
(signed) F.Foch.

The regiment marched fromABassy late during the
nlght of November z?th in a hard rain storm and through mud atkle
deep, arrlving'aﬁ Gorble shertly'after’mldnight; the task af load-
ing the regiment commenced imme&iatelj: hdrses, wagons, kitcheﬁs;\
stores and finaliy the troops. The speed with which this labor-

ious job was accomplished may be judged when we note that the 106th
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steamed out of Corbie at two thirty on the morming of the 28th!
In this movement, company}cddks_remained with‘thei:>kitéhens which
had been ramped onto "flats"™; exposed to the elements, these loyal
men prepared the morning mess en route. At BuChy'the regiment
rationed on hot coffee, crackers andﬂbacon. ‘Continuing‘its tiresome
joupney'the 106th movéd southward to the Department of the Sarthe
and to the Le Mans area, designated fhe American Base. Rattling
on through city and hamlet the regiment reached its destination
at midnight of the 28th. |

Detraining at annerré‘the battalions marched to
their alloted areas; daylight found the 1lst battalion at Nuille
| le Jalais, the 2nd at le Breil, the 3rd at St. Michel and Dollon,
regimental he&dquarﬁers at,Tharigné. Fcllawing the signing of the
armistice, it was o:dered that existing vacancies be fiiled by
- officers of apprmpriate rank; accordingly’the officers named were
sent ﬁo'fhe‘regiment as battalion e@ﬁmanderSa Major J. Scott Button
assigned as of November 18th, Major Ransom H. Gillet re-assigned
as of December lst and Major Arthur D. Hill assigned as of December
lgts by this ruling, Captains in temporary command of battalions
were for purposes of administraﬁion; re-assigned to cwmpani&s. Be~-
tween November 24th and December 25th the regiment cafried éut 3 
schedulé of drill and training‘ﬁnxa constsnt downpoﬁr of rain and~¢
sleet. Following a regimental custom, Christmas day’devoted to the

children brought with it much happiness; fir trees had been erected

in the public square of occupied towns and Santa Clawsv(the chaplain‘in‘

costume) distributed gifts and sweets to all; not a child was for-
gotten. The band alterngting‘between-tcwns played popular medleys

in the American style and these made a big hit with the French both

young and pld. A light feathery snow added much to the Christmas i %

spirit; as for the troops, each company held its own family party;

rﬂ‘? ’/ ’
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it was a day long to be remembered. )
On December 29th a warning order promulgated for
the information of the division gladdened the hearts of %he troops;

the order follows.-

27%th DIVISION,
A£.B.F.

WRRKIEG ORDER ¢ ‘ 29th December,1918.

I Instructzens have been received from G.H.Q., teo
the effect that the Commanding Generszl,S.0.S., has been
directed to prepare the 27th Division for return to the
United States. Further adviees have been received teo the
effect that the S5.0.S., plams to commence gbout January
10th,1919 the movement in preparation for the embarkat-
ion of the Division at some later date.

By Command of Major Gemeral O'Ryan.
~ W.H.Raymond,Col.G.S.Chief of Staff.

On December 31st the 106th Infantry assembled at
St. Miechel for inspection and review, finishiﬁg with a mareh of
twelve miles through sticky mud and a drenching rain. January lst,
1919 ealled for eeztaiﬁ @bsefvances peculiar to New Years Day.
Chief_amaﬂg these was a receptien‘at'divisfon headquarters at Mont-
fort tenmdered the effiéeré of the 2%th divisiom by General O'Ryans
the journey by truck groved an excitinmg event. Filled with thg
spirit of the day our driver hit only the high spots; approaching
g railroad crossing at remarkably high-speed and discoverimg the
gates down, he plaughed through tak:ng gates and gateman's shanty
with him! But after all, it was New Years Day?

Desiring to remain on foreigh service, the officers
named were at their own request transferred to the Army of Occu-
patisn in Germanng

Captain Rutherford Ireland, to 8%th Division, Jan. 20th, 1919.
Captain John Kewman, to 83%th . Division, Dec¢. l4th, 1918.

lst Lieut. Wesley E. Light, to 42nd Division, Jam. 14th, 1919.
1st Lieut. Allam G. Carson, to 42nd Division, Jan. 14th, 1919,

oL



~ Swortly after the arrival of the 27th Division fn
ﬁhe Ieﬁhhs“area the approved Divisioﬁvlnsignia made its appearanee;
irrespective of whether or mot officers or men"had participated
in the battle of the division, all were authrized to wear this
badges the inferpretation of the design followss- Ehe_astrvnomical
significance of the design is expressed in seven stars, -- Seven
sisters of the Pleiades, -~ comprising the Constellation Orion.
On the background ef.blaek are the stars in crimson with a monogram
"NoY.Do" (New York Division) likewise in crimson; these colors
‘have a significamece alsoj the black for iron, the crimson farfblﬁodgé
the Iron and Blood Division! Through a"héppy‘caincideﬂce the wqrd
*Orfon matches well with the name "O'Ryam" -- John F. O'Ryan, Com-
manding the &ivisidn; _ it »

January 21st, 1919 prdﬁeﬁva gala day for the 27th Di-

?isiona Assembling at ”Bélgiaﬁ Camp™ the dfvisioﬁiappearing at its
best, passedrfp review before General Ibhn_J. Pershiﬁg} iﬁ this for-
mation, the troops apd more especially‘the traﬁspdrt received wéll
merited COmmeﬁdaﬁion. Coﬁincideht withlfhe review.the ceremony of
preseﬁtation preceded the march-past, the recipients of Congress-
fonal awards taking the review with the Commander-in<Chief. Fully
conscious of the great homor conferred upon these Honor men of the
division, we are doﬁbly cohlciows of the fact that countless wffi~
cers and men who rightfullj deéerve the dgcoratian, yet Whymt§20ugh
some wﬁfortunate,circumsﬁance will probably never receive it, stood
in ranks too brave and too modeét toﬂgfve expression to their e-
motions. Presently the massed bands of the division crashed out a : @
stirring march!f:m Thraugh tear dimmed eyes we watched the glorious
57th pass in review! Any attempt to adequately describe the solemn

grandeur of this milftary spectacle would be impossible; many



expressedwthehsincere belie:»thaﬁrthé spiriﬁé gf’oﬁr-illustfiausr ’
dead marchedﬁ#it@:thg division that day. But‘e£7§his we may be sures
the beﬁedicticn of God ﬁImighty'éesgended upon &s.

Again on February 18th a battalion review and cere-
mony of presentation occurred at "Belgian Camp"™ when the British
bestowed military decorations upon officers and men of the division.
& roster of those decorated will be found in Appendix I. With the
return of officers and men frem hespit&l‘and prison camps, the nu-
merical strength of the division assumed normal proportions; and seo
' in the fuliness\of\tﬁmé the 27th moved toward the port of embarkation.
 Upon the é;rriv%él in Brest of the 106th Infantry late in February,
its assignment-ﬁe Pdnf&nezon‘Bérraeks, remeﬁbered for its mua and
slippery'”&uek boards” términated the hardships of the nine months
Just paSsed;' o
: | On February 24th, lglé'the 106th Infantry in compa-
ny with the 105th Infantry, the 105th Machinf Gun Battalion, Head-
quarters Troop and other units, beardéd the‘ﬁ;s S. "LEVIATHAN.®
With upward of thirteen thousand troops aboard comprlsing appr&xiav
‘mately one half of the entire division the monster troop carrier o
sailed from Brest on'Me 26th arriving at New York onthe 6th of Harch.
Disembarking at Hoboken the regiment progeeded to Camp Mills at
ﬁineaia, L. ., remaining there until March 23rd when it returned to

Brooklyn fdr7parade purposes, the occasion being a "WELCOME HOME
arranged by the Bhﬁcuéh and citizens of Brooklyn. Inthis parade
the regiment was escorted by the 23rd Infantry, New York Guard: the
demonstration attending the welcome home of the overseas regiment
surpassed anything of its kind ever witnessed in Brooklyn! Re-
ceptions both publie and private aeccrded,the returning division
baffle descriptiont

But the crowning climax of all this occurred Mareh y
| yre
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E&th.when'the enﬁlre 2?th B&visieﬁ paraded in Manhatﬁam; it is
estimaﬁed that three millian persens witnessed this hame aamlng
celebratﬁon.- Eardly had the parade commenced when the surging
threngs blecked the avenue, overwhelming the police who throughout
that memorable day were absolutely powerless in maintaining their
lines! The military umable to move forward was stopped until some
semhlance of order had been restored! Such was the jOyous welcome
given the dfvision£ At the eamelusian of the parade the IG&th In-
’fantry with Gther unzts proceeded ta Camp Upton, L. l.; where on
April ond, 1919 it was mustered out of‘ihe federal servicey thus
_the famous regiment Ceased'tw exist. But what was the price of
the glory which was thelrs? This is the record?!

Killed in acti@n or died of wounds -- 588

Wounded in mction 10%&

Gassed

Missing in action

Captured by the enemy
TOTAL BATTLE CASHELITEES ™

:Percemtaga ef eaaualxties: i '@5'5 :

Netes The roll of the dewd inscribed on the
bronze Memorial Tablet in the armory
shows three names which do not proper=-

1y belong on that ro6ll: if.e.,

(1) MORRIS N. LIEBMANN: Killed in actiom
while serving-&s Lieut. Colonel, 105th

_ Infantry

(2) LOUIS €. ESELGROTH: Died 1920 of disease
not service connected.

(3) OSCAR L. WESTGATE: Still living. (1930)

The following names have been erroneously
omited from he rolla-

(1) HERBERT F. NEU: Killed in action.

(2) BENJAMIN CHESTER: Killed in action.

The name OTTO0 G. DIETTER is a‘mlspelled
duplication of OTTG G. DEITTER: both appear
on the roll.

Total of killed in.action or died of wound:s, remains as shown.

With the muster out of service of the 27th Division,

W q"wh\\‘m :
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A.E.F., tﬁE_achprities :§rmu1ated plans fér'buiiding_ﬁg a
strong federalized National Guard within the state which would
snpplant the then existing military establishment known as the

New York G&ard which at best was but a makeshift organized to meet
an emergency. On January 1st, 1919 the strength of the 23rd Regi-
ment of the Guard #as‘qﬁe thdasghd and fifty three all ranksj by
the end of thaﬁ yéér the regiment mustered but seven hundred and
thirty. The decrease:mgy be attributed to the fact that during
the*reeonstructidnrperidd many officers and men of the New York
Guard aware thatvﬁhe'emergency'had passed, took their discharges;
thé regiﬁént'inmhé meantime hastened its preparation for federal
reéoghiﬁion; “

: Let us now cdnsidéf briefly the G&tsﬁandihg events

in the life df‘the’23rd Infantry, New York Guard during the period‘
fmmediately'preeeding‘ifé federalization. A review tendered Mﬁjuﬁ
@eneral John F. O'Ryan on October 23rd, 1919 was taken by Briga-
dier Gemeral Charles I. De Bevoise, second Colonmel of the 106th
Infantry, E.E,E;; Gemeral G*Ryan ffndinghit impossible to be present
~thrdugh circumstances Quite beyond his control. Immédiately‘falidwe
ing the review, an fmﬁréssiVe'ceramony aﬁtendiﬁg the return of the
war colors of the 106th Infantry, &.E.F., to the 23rd Infantry, New .
York Guard, held the immehsé audience in a state of awe! The presen-
 tation made by Colonel William A. Taylor, third and'dearly beiove&
commander of the lﬁ&th overseas, to Colonel Louis J. Praeger of the .
23rd moyed many of the spectators to tears. In pweéenting the colors
~ Colonel Taylor séid:-

S hawe'me.honor'tehrefurn:ta yow the colors
of the 106th United States Infantry,of which I became
custodian in May 1917. These colors accompanied us a-
eross the sea and floated to the breeze in front of regi-
mental headquarters at our first billet Inthe shelled —
area of Northern France,"
We return them emblzzoned with the immortal re-
cord -of Kemmel Hill,Hindenburg Lime and the Leys Selle

River. In accepting these colors from my predecessor,I = 4
felt that we were also receiving into our care the tra- <&



&Ltlons of the 23rd Reglment and we believe that we have
lived up to these traditions. I
' "These were the colors of the 23rd

Regzment borrowed by Colomel Norton when the 106th In-
fantry was organized October 1st,1917. While overseas an
officer of the regiment had the siIk ribbon embroidered
with the designation of the 106th Infantry and sewed over
the ©ld regimeéntal designation; just as behind the *106th"™
on this flag is found the *23rd"* so inthe 106th Regiment
the spirit of the 23rd Regiment was found back of its moble
achievements."

In aeéepting-the hallowed colors of the overseas regi-
ment, Colonel Praeger fittingly replied:-

v “Qn behalf of the 23rd Regiment,New Yark
Guard,de31gnated as suecessor of the old 23rd Regiment Hat-
ional Guard of New York,and the 106th United States Infantry,
I receive these colors,hallowed by so many glorious memories.
You may rest assured they will be guarded with the greatest.
reverence gnd most loving care and they will he an inspirat-
ion too 21l who serve inﬁhe regiment.

Enthne& zmﬂhe st@rﬁyoﬁ'thesé‘fl&gs is‘ablitﬁle,knawn
circumstancé’beariﬁgfon the mysteriaws Iags<e£[the regimﬁnéal gglarf 
 and its return to the regiment through what may be termed an Act
' of‘Previdence. ~ The writer; at the time of thé~remarkable oeeurr-‘
ence was in C&l&is, Franee, On ordered d&tﬁ salvaglng mmssing
prﬁperty, the f@llaw1ng entry taken fram hls war'dlary is dated
July 7th, 1918:- '

: *Stlll\anather d&y in the warehowses alcng
f.the docks of Calais.Only a small part of our pro-
+ perty has been recoveredjyet I feel well repaid for
X have found something infinitely more precious than
company records! Buried under a pile of salvaged ma-
.»terlal,was the silken regimental eolor of my regiment!®
AL *It was by mere chamnce that I noticed a strip
of yellow fringe as I~pwssed the spot and being cur-
ious,stopped to examine it. Ordering a coolie to dig
into the pile,I soon recovered the flag! At first I
decided to wrap it under my shirt and deliver it to my
melankiﬁiﬁeﬁh Icrejuined the- tggifients on:seécond. theught
I rather doubted the propriety of such action; so tag-
ging it,I delivered it te captain Conover, Q.ﬁ.c.,wﬁe
was afficer commanding the dump.™
*This I argued with myself,would insure its -
safe keeping for the time being. I have the Captain's
guarantee fer its safe and speedy return to the 106th



Iﬁfantry whlch at this moment I,cannot locate."

- "fhen next we meet I shall relate this eerie e
perxenee to Colonel Taylor,handing over to him my re-
ceipt signed by Captain Conover."

The color was in due tzme restnned to the regiment
somewhere in Flanders, yet to this day the mystery of 1ts find-
ing s0 ignominious though temporary a restlng place in e salvage
dump at Calais has never»béen sel&ed; |

A regimental publication calle& "VIGILANTA" appear-
ed in June 1919; this journal marked the revival of a previoné
pﬁbliéaﬁidn bearing the same title. Lieutenant Colonel Fairsérvis;
Captain Kerby, Eieuténant Robert Wincené, Liéutenant Cotter and
 Sergeant Frank H. Smith comstituted the editorial staffs but like
mcst‘regimental jourﬁals»it was short'lived;uits publication ended
with the Jﬁly 1920 issue. During the spring of 1919 the regi-
mental rifle team won a match with the 7th Infantry, New York
Guard, scoring aﬁ*aggregate of 1029 with a winning margin of 256
‘poihts:"fn the mateheé shot at Caldwell N. J., on August 25th of
that year, the 23rd failed to éapture.any of the prizes; but in the
2nd Brigade Match shot at Peekskill K. Y., during September the
regiment won with an aggregate of 1458 the 47th Infantry't&king
second place withe total of 1387 points. Inthe Adjutant Gener-
alts Matéh the 23rd lost to the 71lst; in the State Match the 23rd
took fifth pléce and inthe Governor's Match the regiment finish-
ed sixteenth; Major Metcalf Reed, & graduate of West Point, wés
assigned to the iegiment as U. S. Instracﬁa:‘during the yéar 1919.

€olonel Prgeger retired from active service November
28th, 19193 he was succeeded by Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Fairservis,
commissioned Colonel, December 4th of that year. Captain Vivian L.
Outerbridge was on December 20th promoted Lieutenant Colonel. Of

the Majors, Ethelbert Green resigned August 1llth, 1919 and‘ﬁiiffdrd~
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L, Lamont resigned Gctober Sﬁth. ThéyLWeré éuecéeded by Lennox

C. Bremnan, comm1s31oned Mégar} Becember lzﬁh and Iames P. Cooke,
eemmissiened Mﬁjor, Jinuary zgth of the ?eétoﬁallewing. A high
pawered Chrlstmas stag held inthe armary’on the evening of‘ﬁecember
19th breught to a close the year 191?.

, The year 1920 marked the eommencement af‘an era of
what may"be termed milltary-sccial activity within the regiment whlch
in brilliancy'ha& never;been paralleled. Regimental reviews tender-
ed hationgl and fnﬁernational figures not only kept the 23rd Regi-
méﬁt on the front pages of the press; but stimulated recruiting; if
in these remarkabié‘échievements honor is due the'péim very proper-
1y belongs to Colonel Thomas Fairservis who in his inimitable way
eelipsed‘ali éthér-anits bfdhe National Guard in keeping his regi=-
ment in the publiec eye. Its re-organization completed the 23rd regi-
mént received fadersl recognition as of Mareh 3lst, 1920. By this,
the status of the regiment was changed from that of a unit of the
New York Guard to that of a unit of the New York Natiofial Guatils the

following table shows the dates of féderalization by"cdmpanies.

Companys : Date of federalization:
Company "A" : _ January 22nd, 1920
do "B" _____ November 20th, 1919
do  "Cw® _ Hovember 20th, 1919
do W . January 7th, 1920
do nEe : February 20th; 1920
do  "EY __ January 7th, 1920
do wG e June 30th, 1919
do WH"* March 26th, 1920
do  "Iw _ January 31lst, 1920
do mR : February 27th, 1920
do "L* : March 20th, 1920
do  “mM® ___ Mareh 20%th, 1920

Howitzer Company‘ Mgreh 6th, 1920 *
Headquarters Company __ March 31st, 1920
Supply Company . March 26th, 1920
Mgechine Gun Company ... March 6th, 1920
Sanitary Detachment ._. Harch IOth, 1920

There follows a rusﬁer)éf‘offieers comprising tﬁé\
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(x)

Field and Staff of the regiment as of the date of its federal

fgcagnition, together with the names of Company Commanders as of
that date. o ST
(x) Indicates overseas service.

Lolofiel: Thomas Faifsérvis: | =
Lt. Col: Vivian L. Outerbridge
(x) Magjor: James P. Cooke
x) Major: Lennox C. Brennman
(x}) Major: Frereric K. Long
(X} Capt: William A. Hunter, Adjutant
lst Lt: Howard S. Hadden, I.S.A.P.
{(x) Major: Frank R. Herriman, Med. Dept. Attached
~ (x) Capt: Frank I. Hanscom, Chaplain

Co."™A"Capt: Frederick C. Steeherﬁx)CO.“I“Capt Rutherford Ireland
Co."B"Capt: William A. Ronalds (x)Co."™K*Capt: George R. Dunspaugh

~ Co."C"Capt: John Kochendorfer  (x)Co."L"Capt: York W. Brennan

(x)

Co."D"Capt: Robert M. Fprman (x)Co."M"Capt: William J., Evans
Co."B"Capt: Joseph P. Disbrow (x)Machine Gun Co.Capt.George . Keese
Co."F"Capt: Raymond L. Taft’ {x)Supply Co.Capt.William H.MclAizllen Ji
Co.™G"Capt: Frank C. Vincent  (x)H.Q.Co.Capt: William A. Hunter i
Co."H"Capt: William E. Robitsek (x)San.Dept. Att Major Frank R.Herriman

Attached:
Kﬁte.- The Battalion Headquarters companies crganlzed during

Yote the year 1921, are 1lsted hereznafter.

April 8th, 1920 marked the passing of Colanel Johm
K. Paftridge; burled with full_m;lmtary honors the regiment escorted.
the remsins of its old Commander. On May 13th qf that year, the<23:¢
was reviewed in its armory by General John J. Pershing, Commanding the
Armiés of the United States. In passing, we note the weapons ﬁfth
whieh the reglment was armed following the wars-the United States

m

Rifle Cal.30,Model 1963, the Browning Machine Gun and the Browning

 Automatic Rifle, both‘Cal.ﬁo; the Colt Automatic pistol and the Smith

and Wesson service Revolver, both Cal.45; its auxiliary weapons were
the 37 mm cannon and the Trehah,Mbrtar. consideriﬁg'that prior to

the Mexican Border serviee, the only weapon of the Infantry soldier
was the rifle and bayomet, the comparison is striking.. |

| Field training (available only to those units téﬂwhieh

" had beenAextanded'federal.recognition} was in l§20 authorized for théﬂ
first time sinee the war} under this ruling the 23rd Infaptry eceupied
Camp Uptony L. I., for a period of twe weeks commencing August lst.

L

During that yeamr, the War Department ;?/?



a&thorlzed speeial courses of instruetion for offxcers of the hwvw.‘
Kational Guard at various serv1ce schools; - that fer the Infantry
at Fort Bennlng in Geurg&a. In the matches shot on the Peekskill
rifle ranges for the yearflgzo‘the 23rd Infantry achieved nothings
ﬂu&~were any records broken inthe forty eighth regimental games
held.in the armory November 27th. Following are the chahges in the
Field and Staff for that year. James P. Cooke took his Majority,
January‘zgth; 1920. Qapﬁsih Frederic K. Long w&s on January'29th
promoted a Major and on §EceMber 8th resigned to accept & edmmiéﬁﬂﬁn
aé Captain of Infantry inthe regular establishment; he was succeeded
by ﬁéptain Rutherfor& Ireland, eammissioned a Major, December 8th, %
'IQQO. Burlng ‘that year, Iieuta: ﬁolenel Gearge E. Stewart of the
regular army'succeeded Major Metealf Reed as U. S. Instruetor; the
assignment as Band Leader fell to John J. Gartland app01nted April

15th, 1920. o » | .
' We now enter the eventful year 1921 which brings to

mind fhe second anniversary of the return of the 106th Infantry frum
France. ?ﬁe aéeasioﬁ celehratéd by a review tendered Colonel Wiliiam
A Tﬁylar-ﬁn February 2&th,‘fﬁlled the armery‘ta-dapaéiﬁy; following
the ceremmnieég Goionelara310£ infhe name of the State of New York,
presented the CONSPICUOUS SERVICE CROSS to veterans a£5the overseas
regiment éiteé'in orders for'gallwntry‘in'acfion; those whose names

are here recorded received the deécrationa~

Colonel William A. Taylor 1st Lt. Erdman N. Brandt
Colonel Franklin W. Ward lst Lt. Thomas F. Ward Jr.

Mz jor Ransom H. Gillet lst Lt. Frederic K. Long

Mzjor Imcius A. Salisbury /D lst Lt. York W. Brennan

Major Sidney De Kay lst Lt. Herbert G. Rosbeoro
Capt. Euston F. Edmunds Ist Lt. Frank €. Vincent

Capt. Rutherford Ireland Sergt. Charles W. Mattson
Chaplain Frank I. Hanscom Sergt. Carl J. Juchatz
Chaplain George C. Eilers Sergt. Dudley D. Conroy

Capt. Arthur V., Mc Dermott  Corp. Meyer M. Berger

Capt. Lemnox C. Brennan Corp. Willdam BE. Dunn Jr.

Capt. Joseph A. S. Mundy Pvt. lst €l. Alfred R. Guthrie
Capt. William H. Mc Mullen Jr. Bvt. 1Ist Cl. George M. Berry
Capt. James P. Cooke Pvt. lst €l. Edward A. Crawford

1st Lt. George R. Dunspaugh Bugler Gordon Babcock
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’ . The lamentable death of Celonel Frank H. Norton on
February lgth,brought spontaneems expr6531ons of sorrOW'frcm all
who kneW'him* on February 22nd the remains of this hfghly“esteemed
of ficer the eleventh Coldnel of the o0ld 23rd Regiment znd the first
commander of the 106th Infantry, AE.F., were escorted with full
military honors to their final resting place. Under revised tables
of ofganization the Supply Company was on June 1st, 1921 redesignated
the Service Company and the machiné Guh Cbmpﬁny‘became the Howitzer
Company. Three new units wefe organizedi these units designated 24
Battalion EEadqwarters Companies, received federal recognition on
the dates ﬁndicated. The lst om April 29th, 1921 the 2nd on April .
28th and the 3rd on April 25th. By authority of the Secretary &f
War the followimg named officers of the regiment were detailed to
attend the Infantry School at Fort Benning; 1lst Lieut. Frank A.

Conefrey and lst Lieut. Albert F. Hogie.' Again,as in the préeeding
year the regiment achieved nothing inthe several matches shot at
'Camp Perry amd at Peekskill.
On the afternoon of May 23rd, 1921 the regiment en-

Joyed the‘unique and unpreeedemted distinctionm of receivzng as its
honored guest the President. of the United Statess On this auspicious
occasion His Excellengy'warren Gamaliel Harding acecompanied by ikhe
First Lady of %helland were the central figures at a formal luncheon
given inthe armory; then followed wﬁregimental review by the Presi-
‘ d&nt; At the conclusion of the military ceremonies the Presidental
party escorted to the palatial Council Room, graciously received the
officers and their'ladies‘and prominent guests. Commemorative of
the gala oeeasion;»President Harding was made the recipent of an
exquisitely wrought medal of fine golds; a replieca of the decoration

may be seen inthe regimental Memorial collection.



- Cammencing Méy 29ﬁh the reglment partlcfpated 1n

two weeks of flel& training'at Peeksk:ll, two 1mp0rtant events

@ecu:red &urmng_tp1s periqd. On Jﬁne lst the numerical designation

of the 23rd was changed to tﬁe 106th Infaﬁtrg,‘E1Y;H.G.; and the

2nd Brigade became ﬁﬁé_ﬁﬁrd Infgﬁtry Brigade;'thus‘the"Iﬁsth and

106th regiments (constituting the 55rd Infantry Brigade ) found them-

seives cﬁgé mere uﬁde: ﬁhe7éhgr£sﬁed war‘ﬁimeudesfgnatioﬁ. While

in @ampwt§é fegimegtﬁenﬁérﬁainedvaﬂdis@ihg&ishsﬁ guest; the Barén

de Cartier de Marchiemné, Ambassador from Belgium to the United

Sﬁaﬁés; nét only. fe#iéwe& the regiment in the field but remained in

eamp two &ays, evzneing a lively‘interest in the variuus camp activi-

ties. | B ‘ o
DR @n &ﬁne Z&Rh the IGEﬁh rnfantry”parﬁieipatad in: khe

eeremWnles incldent ta the unvefling of a manament in Pruspect :

Park to the everlastlng memary of th@ men and wamen of Brwaklyn who

l@st thezr lives inthe World War. Gertain re—designations of uﬁlts

u&thin—the reglment became effective as of October 18th, l§212~

Eompany "B re-designaﬁed Company *D"

do wDw do do ~do wpe
do "L do do do i L
do _Wﬁm d@ do do bt P

Ghmnges of‘staﬁus inthe Eield and Staff for the
year 1921 appear'xn the érder namedwe Gaptaxn Ad jutant William A.
‘Hunter Jf,, resigned February 2nd and Qapt&in.&earge R. Dunspaugh
receéived his‘app@intmeht as Adjutant April i&éh; Captain William
H. McMullen Jr., was dn;kpril 15th appointed Regimental Supply
Officer. 1lst.Lieut. Albert F. Hogle assumed the duties of Plans
and epperatiaﬁs officer May 27th and Captain Géurge I, Keese received
his majority és of April 20th. Chaplain Frank I. Hansegm‘resigne&'
Deéember 3lst. The régiment was reviewed in its armory @n E0vember

9th by Lieutenant General Baron Alphonse Jacque of the Belgﬁwn Armys

b
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vﬁ'@h p&mpaﬁ&cer«emcnpﬁmé ;wszth Z?Tpasfs?ecﬁ,béfbé‘:fﬁe;zihg rugged campaigﬁe'r*A
whose reassuring message to his soverign, "Je tiendrai® (I shall
hold) still rings im the ears of all true Belgiams. Following the
rgvigw_aeﬂe?al Iééque inﬁhe ﬁame'of'hisiﬁing,’ﬁibert ¢f’BeIgiwm,
é?nfe:?gd the CROIX de GUERRE BELGE up&n twelve offfcers and men of
t@e'z?th_nivivianf of this number the following named served with
the 106th Infantry in battlefs-

Sergt. Fraﬁk'ﬁ; Krat#hman

Sergt. Frank A. Conefrey

Sergt. Edmund S. Massel

Corp. Herbert Walsh
Pvt. John J. Feely

Note: Rank and grade given as of date of citation.

During the year 1921 an intemsive recruiting drive
entered into by all Grgénizatf@ns of the National Guard of our
state, bore fruit in abwn&ahce: thrbugh the medium of regimental
stags and metion pictures the-membenﬁhip‘cf the 106th Infantry had
by the end of that year increased to one tﬁousand three hundred and
forty seven all ranks. The command of the newly orgamized 53rd In-
fantry Brigade fell to Brigadier General Franklin W. Ward on De=-
cember 19th of the same year.

The year 1922 was ushered in with a grand banquet gf§en
"in the armory on thé evening éf February 18th in eommemnration»of the
sixtieth.anniversary of the birth of the 23rd Regimemt. There were
three regimental reviews during the early part of that year; the
first on Februéry‘ZGtﬁ by Brigadier General Franklin W. Ward Com-
manding the 53rd Infantry Brigade; the second on May 12th by'thaf
distinguished soldier of the Crown, Field Harshall French, Earl and
Viscount of Ypres and High Lake and the third on May 25th by the
vﬁdn. John F. Hylan Mayor of the City of New York. The fegimént
bivouaced at Sheepshead Bay June 17th returning to Brooklyn the

following day; inthis exercise ﬁhe'reafuiﬁ enjoyed @ bemeficial



taste af‘eamp 11fe preparatary'to his first teur eommenczng Iuly
gﬁh whenﬁha IG&th went 1ntﬁ camp at Peekskill fer twc weeks of
field trainlng. Bur:ng ﬁhls per1od the regiment was revlewed by
geveral notable perseﬁages, on July lﬁth by Eru Grcm;tah, Zeeho
Slovakian Minfster-tO*the’Uhited States; on leg 16th by U; S.
Senator William M. Calder; on July 18th by M@jarw@enérgl Kamayi

of the Emperialviapanese Army and on Iuly'zznd by'edldnel William
- &, Taylor. In the efflciency eantest hetween rifle companies of the
regiment during the summer encampment of that year the banner went
to Company "I." _

Witﬁ each returnimg'tranqurt ea@e'the'boﬁies &f é&r'
dead; during the years 1921 and 1922 no less than five thousand of
 Few *fork?s soldier dead were received amd given burial with full
| flifary honors. Mémerlal serviees held at the armory on the after-
nﬁen Gf Kbvember llth, 1922 mafked the umvelling of a bronze tablet
@f“hermiﬁ“SiZe and gre&ﬁ bg&wty'dediegted,ﬁ@ the memory of thase
6f*the gﬁerséas”regimeht Whé died inthe great war; the memorial is .
set inthe wa11~éf’ﬁhé armory fa@ing’Bedfafd‘ﬁveﬁme.
| Eﬁé IOéth passed in review ﬁefore Mbnsieuz'GeorgéB‘
Clemenceau, War Minister of France,om November 22nd; the event held
.inﬁﬁe armdfy‘aitfacfe& a large and enﬁhusigstic audience. Batfehe
officer lst Lieut. Bdward J. Gilehrist attended the Infamtry School
at Fort Bemning. In rifle marksmanship for fhe year 1922 the 106th
Infantry had no representatiom onthe State team, nor did it com-
pete ﬁn any of the nine amfharizedrmatchesq »%ﬁ&h the re~assignmant'
of Lieut. Colonel Stewart thg post of U. S. Instructor develved
upon Gépt&in Adelbert B. Stewart U. S. A&., who was assigned to the
106th Infantry during that year. '

Under'the provlsions of G.0O. no.zg A, G eTey BeGQMber

lth, 1922 color ‘bearing organizations of the National Guard of the

‘w?Jw 



State of Eew Ybrk‘were reqwzred to submit for apprﬁva%,desigus
fﬁr reglmental 1nsignis,these de31gns based on the sclence of
heraldy must, express in armarxal bear:ngs the autstanding achieve-
ments of the arganization. Up to that time there had,never been
availsble inthe Militia Buresu or the War Department, proper, of any
historieal daﬁé so compiled as to make it péssible to trace th¢ 
nistory of such organizations; in like manner the regular army‘anﬁ‘
the National Guard of the United States were required to comply with
‘& similar order eminmating in ﬁhe first instance from the War Depart-
E N ~ Charged with the axeeati@n af the arder, Eager Irelamd‘
mbmitﬁed a design with suppartfng affldav1ts thrvngh channels, the
"xnsignxa was apprﬁved hy'the Secretary'of Wﬁr*under date of June
glst, 1924 and a newvsxlkan regimsnta} calor bearing the device re-
placed the ‘now dhseleta calqr prevﬁously earried. A descrlptiom of
tha fnalgﬁtxin the Iaﬂguage of heral&y follows s
SHIELID: Azure on & chevron embattled ta chief
greys timbriated argent between in chief.
The badge of the regiment (a Greek Cross
of white enamel edged with gold; im the
center the numerals "23" in gold surround-
ed by a blue garter) proper, and in base
a lion rampant.or a pale of the field
fimbriated ofthe third (argent) all with-
in a narrow bordure of the last (argent)
and gules, the latter to the edge of the
shield.
Mﬁ@f@a *Ridelis et Ganstans.-

?he signifieanee of‘the insignia is ngen in 81mp&er»

HIEED: Of Imfsntry’biue, signifymng the arm of
the service. Scarlet piping, the ecolor of
the BROOKLYN CITY GUARD, the parent ergami-

‘zation of the 23rd Regiment; White piping
and blue of the field, the colors of the
old 23rd Regiment: All three colors, red
white and hlwe, represent ﬁhe national col-
orsie

- The Greek Cross is the badge ef the
6th Army Corps in the Civil War, to which
the 23rd Regiment was attached &8 & unit

P
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of the 11th Brigsade, lst Division, Depart=:::
ment of the Susquehamna, asslgned to the
Army of the Potomac:

: The Lion Rampant, taken from the Rnyal
Arms of Belgium commemorates the fact that
the 106th Infantry, A.E.F., was the first
American regiment to fight on Belgian soil
in the World Wars:

The broken Chevron immortalizes the
crowning achievement of the 106th Infantry
A.E.F., in the World War:- Its suecessful as-
sagult upon the Out-Works of the Hindenburg
Line and its participation in the smashing
of the Main Line:

SCROLL: Insecribed "FIDELIS et CONSTANS®"-- Constant
and Paithfuls

The following changes inthe Field and Staff oc-
curred during the year 1&223 Captain George R. Dunspaugh re-
limqu1$hed the post of Regimental Adjutant Ianuary 6th and Csptain
Frank Eduﬁ%ﬂGGnt succeeded in’that‘appeinﬁmenﬁ as’of the same qage,
thereéfter Captain Bunspaugh eammanﬁed Gumpany ”FL“ The Re&, Harry
Knight Miller, appointed Cﬁaplain with rank of Captain January éﬁh
resigned from the service July 6th of the same year. Captain
Edward J. Banney suceceeded lst Lieutenant Hogle as Plans and @per~
ations officer May 24th.

During March 1923 the Bedford Avenue armory suffer-
ed considerable damage through a fire originating in the room ef
Company "F"; spreading to the library onthe second floor flames
and smoké took heavy toll of priceless paintings, rare editions
and costly furnishings! PFortunately, the paintings ecomprising a
gallery of former Colopels of the regiment could be re§tored; the
company room eompletely destroyed was rebuilt. Conservative es-
timates of the damage to ﬂuilding and contents reached the appall-
ing figure of $100,000,00¢

Phe regiment was reviewed on March 24th by Briga--

General George Albert Wingate, Surrogate of the County of Kings,

-
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and om Mgy I5th the I&th and iﬂéthrregimenté, ene Trddp &f~thé
101st Cavalry and a Battalion of the 105th Field Artillery par-
ticipated inthe ceremonies attending the official opening ef the
Coney Island Board Walk. |

The reglment paraded as escort to the remaains of
Colonel (Brigadier General by brevet) William A. Stokes whose
Sudden death on June ﬁth, 1923 caused genuine sorrow throughout
the Nationsl Guard.

The 106th occupied the State Camp <- mow called
.*C&mplsmiﬁh“ in hénor of Governor Aifred E. Smith from July lst
to 15th inclusive; a feature of this tour was a review tendered
Mz jor Genmeral Robert L. Bullard on July 3rd on which qecaéien st
‘Lieut. Thomas F. Ward Jr., was decorated with the Order of the
Distinguished Service Cross for gallantry under fire while serving
| with: kheboverseas reglment inthe Warld War. Agaln Comyany'"I“ won
the efficiency hanner fer'hlghest rating during the period of fleld
training forthe year 1923. ﬁnother review occurred July 7th when
the regiment‘marched Béfore Major General eharlgs W. Berry Command-
ing the 27th Division. This was followed by still another, tender-
ed General John J. Pershing, Commanding the Armiés of the United
Staﬁea uh July 10th. The day following Goverﬁar'glfred E., Smith
in‘ebmpany with Major General George c.vRickérds; Chief af@ﬁhe
Militia Bureau reviewed th&’ttaopé. ' |

| A memorial service and parade of the regiment om August

8th, 1923 in honor to the memory of the late Warren.G&maliel_ngdgng;
President of the United States, terminated regimental activities for
the summer. Inthe matter of rifle marksmanship, we fail to find
any representation of the regiment on mny team for the year 1923
nor did the 1Qﬁth win any prizes. The regiment was reviewéd on

November 10th by His Excellency, the Baron de Cartier de

< -
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Marchienne and the final review of the year 1923 was tendered
Brigadier General George R. Dyer, Commanding the 87th Infantry
Brigade, N.Y.N.G., on December 12th. Changes within the Field

and Staff for that year follow:+- Lieutenent Colonel Vivian L.
Outerbridge retired to the National Guard Reserve August lst and
Major Rutherford Ireland was commissioned Lieutenent Colonel as of
August 27th. Captain Adjutant Frank C. Vincent received his Majority
October 17th and Captain William H. Mc Mullen Jr., was appointed
Adjutant October 5th. Captain Albert J. Nelson was on October 22nd
appointed Regimental Supply Officer vice Mc Mullen re-assigned.
Chaplain Frank I.Hanscom, now a Major, Adjutant General's Depart-
ﬁent, was detailed to active duty with the 106th Infantry as of June
14th and Warrant Officer lawrence M. Matt took over the Regimental
Band vice Gartland, honorably discharged February 28th, 1923. There
were no zssignments to the Infantry School, Fort Benning for the
year 1923.

Prominent events inthe activities of the regiment
during the year 1924 appear'in'chrGEOIOgical order. By BExecutive
order, the colors of'the‘lcsth were draped for a period of thirty
days in respect to the memory of the late Woodrow Wilson, ex-Presi-
dent of the United States whose death occurred February 3rd of that
year. A review tendered Brigadier General Edward J. Westcott,

Adjutant General, State of New York on February 20th was followed
by another on May 9th when Major General Robert L. Bullard was the
guest of the regiment. On May 20th the 106th participated in a
parade commemorating the 300th anniversary of the settling in New
Netherlands of the Wallons in 1624; the occasion marked also the
dedication of the Hainault Memorial to the memory of these pioneers;
.The annual Memorial Day parade fdllawedwon the 30th. |

| Lieut. Colonel Rutherford Ireland resigned from the
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service June 30th, 19243 he was suceeeded by Major Lennoxrc. Bye#nan,
commissioned Licutenant Colomel July 3rd. Captain Adjutant William
H., Mc lMullen Ir.,'received hie eommiseion.as Mbjer July 3rd; he was
succeeded by Captain C. Pemberton Eenart appointed Adjutant as of
the same date. The regiment proceeded to Camp Smith on August 10th
for a two weeks peribd of field training. In rifle marksmanship
for the yeaﬁ 1924 the regiment failed utterly; the 105th Infantry
took first place inthe 53rd Brigade Mateh. 2nd Lieutds, Louis H.
Eh%iehs‘Jr@, and Eugene M. Cunningham attended the Infantry School
~at Fort Benning, Ga. The first review of the fall oecurred on the
evening of September 12th when the regiment passed before the Han.f‘
Herbert;Heover;»Secretary of Commerce of the United States. 1In the
sudden death of U. S. Instrucﬁer Major John Berg, U.S.A., assigned
to the regiment in 1924 the 106th lost the valued service of one
well fitted for the post.

The reglment passed in review before the Hon. George
J. Ryan, President of the Board of Edusation of the City of New
York on March 20th, 1925; this event was followed by a review,tender-
ed the Hon. James W. Wadsworth Jr., Chairman of the Military Affairs
Committee, U, SQ‘Senate on May 22nd, and onthe 30th the 106th par-
ﬁieip@ted‘in‘the Memorial Day parade in Brooklyn. The period of
field'training'assigned fhe regiment for that year eommenced June
28th and ended‘JﬁIy*lzth. Two notable events occurred during Oc-
tober; the first, a parade in honor of the Parmentiar‘Centennial
Celebration onthe 17ths the other a review tendered Brigadier

General George R. Dyer, Commanding the &7th Infantry Brigade on

the 30th. The regiment was reviewed by the Veteran Association
on December 1l8th.

There was no representation in the National or State

Matches for that year; the 105th Infantry again won the 53rd Infantry



Brigade Mé§¢h. HNumerous changes in-the Field ahd Sfaff dccurred
during 1925. Captain Harry A. March, Medical Departmenﬁ was as-
signed to the regiment January 13th and on March 27th Majur Georgé
M. Keese retired to the National Guard Reserve. The assignment as
Plans and Training Officer fell to Captain Samuel D. Davies on De=- v
cember 28th, 1925 vice Captain Bonney resigned. Warrant Officer
Frank E. Houts received his appointment as Band Leader Jume 27th
vice Matt resigned. Captain George R. Dunspaugh was on ﬁngust 27th
pfﬁmated a Major and Major William C. Waggoner Medical Corps re-
signed November 27th; he was sQGceeded by Major Charles F. Nicol
appointed as of the same &ate. George F. Price éommissiohed a lst
Lieutenant Medical Corps December 15th was assigned to the 106th
Iﬁfantry.‘ Tﬁo officers, Captain Samuel D. Davies and 2nd Lieut.
Joseph J. Seanlon were detailed to the Infantry School at Fort
Benning during the year 1925 and in that year Captain R. L. Gibbons
0f the regwl&rvarmy succeeded the late Major Bérg as U, S. Instruct-
or. The numerical strength of the ioﬁth Infantry at the close of
the yéaﬁ 1925 was ome thousand one hundred and fdrty‘ﬂive all ranké;

On Becember 31st, 1925 Major General Charles W. Bérny,‘
Gommanding the 27th Division was transferred to the National Guard
Reserve in erder that he might assume the duties of Comptroller of
the City of New York; the temporary command of the division there-
fore fell to Brigadier General Dyer. On January 28th, 1926 Lieu-
tenant Colonel William N. Haskell of the regular army was_cﬁmmissiOn-
ed a Major Gemeral of the Line and placed in command of the 27th
Division, N.Y.N.G.; it will be recalled that this experienced ahd
efficient officer commanded the old 69th N, Y, Infantry on’the
Mexican border in 1916. | |

Through the death of Brigadier General Edward J.
- Westcott, Adjutant General State of New York, om February 9th, 19236

v f
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BrigadierrGenerSI Franklin W. Ward commanding the 53;d'Infantryj
Brigade was on February'isth appointed to that impoftanﬁ,post.
Thus, Colonel Ransom H. Gillet assumed commahd of the 53rd Brigade
‘with rank»of Brigadier General; the 10th Infantry was for purposes
of administration attached to that brigade.‘ The regimént was re-
viewed by the Hon. Alfred E. Smith Governor of the State om Febru-
ary 19th and by the U. S. Grant Post, G.A.R., - on April 23rd.
Of changes within the Field and Staff we note the following for
that year:- Captain Adjutant C. Pemberton Lenart was on May 10th
assigned to the command of Company "D" pending his subsequent as-
signment on August 31st to the Adjutant General*s»Department at
Llbany. Captain Casper V. Gunther received his appointment as
Regimental Adjutant May 1O0th. Captain Samuel D. Da&iés took his
Ehjdrity Juné gth and Captain Thomas F. Qﬂinn succeeded him as
Plans and Training officer on June 1l4th.

| Field training far the year 1926 eommenced June 27th
the regiment returnlng to Brooklyn on Juidy llth. The follcw1ng J
named officers were detailed to the Infantry Sdhadl at Fort Beﬁning,‘
Gas- Major Frank C. Vincent, Captaln Frederick A Gillette, Captaxn f
Clarence E. BIake-L&Hb and Captain Edwin K. JbbBSGB. The regi-
ment passed in review before Major Genersl Charles P. Summerall
' on October 16th and onthe afternoon of the 23rd was reviewed by
no less a personage than Her Majesty Queen Marie of Roumanisa.
Another review tendered Mgjor General William N. Haskell, Commsnd-
ing the 27th Division, N.Y.N.G., occurred December 3rd bringing to
a c¢lose the year 1926. |

Before passing on let us returm to the subject of

rifle marksmanship; in»sharp contrast with the remarkable achieve-
ments of egrlier years, the regiment persisted in failing to win
any:gaa all matches in which 1t was authorlzed to compete; in the
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year just ended the recently attached 10th Infantry captured the
53rd Infantry Brigade Match.

Five parades and reviews eécnrred during the year
1927; the first, tendered BrigadierGeneral Framklin W. Ward the
newly appointed Adjutant Genmeral, was held in the armory March
30th; on June 13th the 106th paraded in Ehhhatﬁwn upon the oe- |
casion of the home comiﬁg of Colonel Ghérles ﬁ.’Lindbergh f@llam#‘
ing his darzng transaﬁlantie flight. Again on July“lsth the reglu A
:ment paraded in Eknhattan in honor of the return of cammander fl ‘ 
‘.Richard Byrd, U; o Noy fzom the antarctle. Brigadler General Eansom 3
H. Gillet rev1ewed the lOGth on November 19th and on Decemher l4th
a rev1ewlwas tendered Rear Admiral Louis M. Josephthal, Gemmandlng
the ﬂéw Ybrk Eaval Militia. Fullow1ng a custom of many years stanﬂn
ing detachments of the regzment partiezpated in the Milltary'ﬂhur-“
nament at Madlsan Square Garden. ' ‘

The 106th oceupied Camp szth from Iune 26th tu Iuly
10th engaging in fielﬂvtraining and battle exercises. Major Geargg:]”
R. Dunspaugh retired to the Rational Guard Reservé Mareh 1lth and f,
Major Thomas F. Quinn commissioned in that rank April 4th, 1927 w#s :
trahsferred to the reserve as of August 4th of the same year; in |
fhe meantime Captain Frank A. Conefrey had been designated,Piaﬁs
and Training Officer, his assignment dating April 25th. Captain 9
Harry A. Mareh of the Medical Department promoted a Major ﬁpril l4th“’

succeeded Major Charles F. Nicol of that department whose resig-
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nation dates from March 5th, 1927. Captain Frank &. Conefrey
received his Majority August 23rd of that year, and the post
of Plans and Training Officer fell to Captain_tha Q0. Green as
of September . The following named officers were de-
tailed to the Infantry School at Fort Bemningi:- Mzjor Samuel D.
Davies, Captain Thomas M. Allison and Captain Harry R. Moore.
With respect to marksmanship the 106th again failed to achieve
a standing; as in the previous year the 53rd Brigade Match was
won by the 10th Infantry. |
The commencement of the year 1928 found the regi-
ment in a healthy prosperous condition and as ever hard at work.
The first review occurred February>13th gnd‘was tendered His Excel-
lency, Geérgé Cretziane, Minister from Roumania to the Hnited
States; again on April 30th the 106th Infantry paraded in honor of |
Baron Gunther wvon Huenfeld, Major James Fitzmaurice and Captain
Herman Koehl the intrepid Trans-Atlantie flyers. Major General
William N, Haskell reviewed the regiment onthe evening of May 10th.
Field trainimg covering a period of two weeks com-
menecing June 17th terminated the activities of the regiment for
the summer. On the afternoon of Sunday, September 30th, 1928 an
Anniversary Memorial service,a%rthe dead of the regiment was held
in the armory: this solemn oeéasion marked the unveiling and dedi-
cation of a bronze Mbmbriél ?ablef erected by the Veterans of the
reéiment, whereon are inseribed the names of those of the overseas
regiment who died in the great war; the tablet has been appropri-
ately plaeed near the entrance of the Council Room onﬁhé second
floor of the armory. Participating in the Sérvices were the 106th
Infantry, the 1l4th Infantry, the 27th Division Trains (old 47th In-

fantry) and all veteran bodies and organizations including the



U. S. Grant Post and the Winchester Post of the Grand Army of the
Repﬁblief a deeply interested pﬁblic filled the baleonies ﬁ#ef‘
looking the drill floor. 7
On November 13th the regiment passed in review be-

fore Sir Esme Howard, Ambassador from the Court of St. James to
the Uéited States and on December 8th a review tendered His BExcel=
lency Nobilo Glacomo de}ﬁartino;rﬁmbassador from Italy to the United
States terminated the season of like ceremonies. In marksmanéhip
for the year 1928 the 106th Infantry achieved nothings; for the third‘
ednseeutive year fhe 53rd Brigade Hatch was won by the 10th Ihf&ntrj;
The regiment was not represented at the Fort Benning schools for -
that year. fhe assignment to the 106th Infantry of Captain William
v E. G. Grahém‘af the regular service as U. S. fnstructor followed
" the resignationm frok the army of Captain Gitbons.

Lieut. Colonel Lennox C. Brennan,resigned from the
service December 1lth, 1928 and was succeeded by Major Frank C.
Vincent, commissioned Eﬁeutenant Colonel, December l4th. Captain
Albert F. Hogle was on the same day promoted a ilajor. Warrant;‘ 
officer (band leader) ErénkvE. Houts honorably discharged May 7th
was succeeded by his son Elmer V. Houts, appointed band leader
May 19th ef that year.

k%he~regiment'was reviewed Wy Brigadier Genersl Frank-
lip W. Ward, A&jutant General, S, N. Y., on March 23rd, 1929 and by.
Brigadier General George R. Dyer, Commanding the &?th.lnfantry'ﬁri57‘
gade on April 29th. The first public appearance of the 106th Infanta
in its newly adopted full dress'unifarm on May 30th elicited the
most favorable comments &s the command headed by Shannon's matghlesé
band marched to the old time standard of popular quickstepss the

new uniform is. a revival of the grey which through the exigencies
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Qflcampaign~was ahanddned inthe yqar‘igla. 2hg custogary‘twbaweeks
field traiﬁing commenced June l&th§ in the Major Matches in rifle
marksmanship for that year the regiment achieved nothing; for the
fourth consecutive season the 10th Infantry captured the 53rd Infan-
try Brigade Matchs in armory range work the 106th won the Kationa;
Guard and Naval Militia trophy. The first regimental review of the
fall tendered Mgjor Generagl William K. Haskell, Commanding the Di-
vision occurred November 13th and on December 16th the Veteran
Re%iew was held in the armory. There were no appointments to the
Infantry School at Fort Beﬁning‘feg the year 1929. Private Thomas
OtConnor Company wpw appoinied to the U.S.M.A., June 30th, 1929 was
graduated a an Lieut. with the class of 1933. ) V gy ’
S Ghanges of status in the Field and Staff of ﬁhe regiy .
men%‘fprvﬁhe year 1929 f@ll@www Mz jor Harry A. Narch, Medical De-
partment reéigned EEbruamy 15th and was succeeded by Major Walter
V. Moore as of March 9th. Captain Adjutant Casper V. Gunther re-
Sigﬂéd November 19ﬁh;-hé was snsceede& by Captain Edmund S. Mmssel
appointed ﬂecembe:~23rd. Band Leader Elmer V. Houts took his dis-
charge as of June 6th and the day following Thomas F. Shannon ence |
more took over as band leader. Caﬁtain Harry H. Fields of the 2/5
Manchesters, B..B. Fo, continued with the regiment as “aﬁtached.
Ceremonies far the year 1930 ocpened with a review _
vhy the Hon. Royal S. Copeland, U. S. Senator from New York on M&r¢h
17th; this was followed by anather-rewﬁem'tenderéd the Hon. Henry
Hesterberg, President of the Borough of Brooklyn on the evening éf
May 26th. On June 7th the regiment participated in ﬁhat is re-
ferred to as the “Govermor's Review" held at Van Cortland Park; in
this ceremony the major portion of the military forces of the State
passed in review before‘Hﬁs Excelleney, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Gé?erw
nor of the State of New York. The 106th commenced its ammwx:-tmr
b



eﬁffie?éﬂtiaining at Camp Smith June 2%th'ﬁhere it remained until
July 13th. ﬁppaiﬁted to the United States Military Aéademy in
1930 Corporal Wilford E. H. Voehl of Company *Lﬁ graduated four
years later was, by virtue of his high standing assigned to the
Coast Artillery. 1st Lieut. Frederiekim. Dardingkiller represent-
ed the regiment at Fort Benning, Ga. It is gratifying to note the
winning of the 53rd Brigade Match for the year 1930 by the 106th
Infantry with an aggregate of 1606 points. In that year Captain
John W, McCormick succeeded Capt. Graham as U. S. Instruetor. ‘
Two reviews occurred during the mdnth of April 1931;
the first by Major Donald C. Strachan, President of the 27th Di-
vision Association of the World Warj; the Secon&,by'Colonel Frederick
W. Baldwin, Commanding the 14th Infantry, N.Y.N.G. The period of
field training assigned‘the 106th for that year commenced June 28th
an&’termihated Juiy'léth{ Captain Dgvid M. Johnson and 1lst Lieut.
John C. Allison represented the regiment at Fort Benmmning. In ad-
dition to his other duties Colonel William R. Wright, Chief of
Staﬁf,-zﬁth Divivion assumed command of the regiment following the
resignatfon of Colonel Fairservis on August 21st, 1931. Relieved
of the ass%gnm?nt January 12th, 1932 Colonel Wright was succeeded
by'Lieu;;jﬁ;;Zk C. Vincent commissioned Colonel as of that date.

The militgry career of Colonel Vinecent commenced

with his enlistment in Company "G" i) 23rd Regi~
ment N.G.N.Y., on February 6th, 1906; passing through the non-com-
missioned grades he served with the 23rd on the Mexican border in

1916 as lst Séigt. of his company and waé commissioned a lst Lieut. £
May 1lst, 1917 while serving on the aqueduct. Lieutenent Vincent
while with the 106th Infantry, A. E. F., won distinetion for gallant-
ry under firej; wounded Qetdber 2oth, 1918 he was invalided to

England. Promoted a Captain November 13th of that year he rejoined
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and attached to Eitivion HeadQua:ters,'was gegassigned as a ﬁﬁit
of the 55rd Brigade. Numerous changes im the Field and Staff oe-
curred during that year; the promotion of Qaldnel Frank C. Vincent
to the command ef the regiment has been cited. Major Samuel D.
~ Davies was on March 22nd commissioned Lieutenant Colonel and on
April 29th the Rev. Charles H. Webb received his appeintment as
~Chaplain with rank of Captain;i a veteran of the World War, Chaplain
Webb holds the profound respect of all who know him snd it may be
said w?;hggﬁ fear of centradition‘tnat his keen understanding and
sympatﬁafie nature endears him to~the eommandi For the second time,
Maj or Albert F. Hogle took over the post of Plans an&rggégggﬁéfl-.
cer and on June lst, 1932 was so assigned, vice Greem returmed to
the Line. Gaptain Eﬁmund S. Massel promoted a Magor June ?th was
succeeded as reglmental adJut&nt by Captsin David M. Johnson, appaint-
ed gs of the same date.ﬁ Band Lea@er ?homas E, Shannonlresigned June
17th; an entirely new enlisted band under the leadership of Arthur
M, Wil&iggv&ppainted June 21st, 1932 introduced a scale of nmusic ‘
 whiech in quality and tone differed in all respécts from that rendered
by his noted predecessor. | :
o Mzjor Géneral WilligmeH: Haskel&ﬁreyiewed the regi-
’ment‘ﬁn its armory &h May 16th; folldwing the ceremomy the Regi-
mental Memorial rooms in which are to be faund‘eherished mementos
associated with the Brooklyn City Guard, the old 23rd Regiment, the
overseas regiment and the present 106th Infantry, were formally dedi--
cated with appropriate services by Chaplain Webb; the priceless
'callection continues to grow through donations of material by veter-
ans and active members of the regiment.

The fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the State
Camp of Instruction at Peekskill, N. Y., on July lst, 1882 by the

23rd Regiment, N.G.S.N.Y., was fittingly celebrated by the 106th o
I . oMY



Iﬁfa§#§y §n;the fiel@._rﬁ;36§:§seﬁtgtion of gurv@fing‘mﬁmbeﬁs of
ﬁhe &Id fegiment Visitéd ﬁhg eampﬁgs guésﬁs,gf gclcﬁéi'ﬁfneent
and a regimental review in honor of the oecasioﬁ was followed by
happy re-unions. Two offfeers were detaiied to the Fort Benhing
séhaais during 1932; Major Frank F. Hogle and 2nd Lieut. Edmund
Eé Sﬁaucair.

Following a review of the regiment on September 29th
by Major General Franklin W. Ward, thevﬁéjut&uﬁ General, a group ‘
of sixty six overseas veterans were decorated with the Order of the
Purple Heart in ﬁhé name of the United States; the ceremony of
preégntati@ﬁ‘in uﬁicﬁ Colonel William A. Taylor assisted brought
f@rtﬁ‘prcionged applause from éhé thd&sandé that filled the armory.
It'm&y interest thé reader to knom-samethiﬂg'ef this beautiful and
significent deeaﬁaﬁiona The Order, established by General George
"Washington in 1?82 authorized the award to those who while serving
in the army~perf0rmed singuiariy meritorious acts of extraordinary '
' fi&elityiofggssenﬁial service to the country; in establishing the
Order, General Washington writes: "The road to glory in a patriot
army and a free country is thus open to allsy this Order is to:have:
retrospect to the earliest stages of the ﬁaf@ and to be econsidered
as & permsnent one." Stfsnge as it may seem the Order of the
Purple Hearﬁ appears to have been forgotten; no awards were made
subsequent to the Revolution until its reviwal inthe year 1930
when by &ét of Congress the perpetuity of the rare decoration was
authorized. So far as known reeords show this badge of honor was
bestowed on but’three soldiers of the Continental Aimw.

The annual regimental memorial service held in the
Central Congregational Chureh on Sunday, November 13th attracted

an unusually large and deeply interested audience. In rifle marks-

JO



manship for the year 1932 the regiment achieved nothing: again the
53rd Brigade Natch went to the 10th Infantry. The 106th Infantry
cohtribﬁted a plateon ( commanded by Gaptaﬁn Edwin K.VthnsonF to
a provisional battalion ordered:to partielpate in the eeremonies -
attending the openzng of the Port uf’Eﬂhanyx ‘needliess to remark the
efficiency of the regiment @nthis»aeeasion was reflected in the

sppear&neeband perfermenee ef the detail; the event was celebrated
June 7th, 1932. | Y

| The year 1933 found the regiment gaining steadily
in effieieney and morale. A.review tendered Brigadier General
Geerge R. Eyer on May 20th followed by the eeremony of presentatxen,v
gave to the Mbdieal Betachment, the Regimental.Eifieiencyé&anner f
for highest percentage in*hhe year precedlng, the ﬁdmdral Josephth&l
Harksmanshlp\?rephy.went to Gomp&ny *E® gnd the Attendanee.Trephy
to Company "B" whose percentage for the year 1932 was 93. 821' In thewl
'Memerlal Day parade held Hay @Gthﬁhe 106th te&k the henars fer o
precisien and appearance. A two weeks peried of field training at
’Qamp Smith cemmenced Iune 25th ehewed plamnly the result of theu~ ;]A“
retical instruetzon 1mparted during the armery drill seeeon, in :
record sheeﬁlng quallﬁieations far exeeeded those of the preceding
year* f1eld maneuvere, disposztione and the handl:ng uf ‘troops “.fﬁ
warraated the masﬁ favoreble cemment* ﬁn camp sanltation the regi-ev
ment excelled. |

\ The annual meﬁerial.serviee.in memory eﬁ‘the dead of
‘the regiment held inthe armary Sunday November 12th filled the -
drill hall galleries to eapacity; these services had now become & |
fixed event in the:mindsfef’fhe public. TUpon the occasion of & reé.‘
view tendered the Hon. John J. Bennett Jr., Attqrney Genersl eflthe-‘

State of New York, onthe evenming of December 9th a newly designed
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Regimental 1007 Duty Medal was presented to those of the regiment
with a perfect record of attendance for the preceding years in
sharp gﬁntrgst withrthg qrigina;‘ﬁrpnze déegratipnvadépted in the
year 1888 this medal an object ofAfareAbeauty‘and'design reflects
the fine artistic'taach}of its driginatér‘cqldnel Vineent.

The regiment‘wés represented at the Infantry School,
Fort Benning, Ga;, season of 1933 by lét Lieut. James E. Humphrey.
Agein as in the preeceding year the 106th failed to win anyxdf the
authorized Matches shot at Peekskill; the 53rd Brigade Match went
to the 105th Infantry. The honor of appointment as Aide onﬁﬁﬁe
Staff of Gaveénqr‘Herbert H, Lehman came teaaolonel'Eincent on
January lst, 1934 and onthe 27th of that momth the 106th was re-
vﬁewéd by Brigadier General George Albert Wingate; iIn this cere-
mmhg the regiment passed fn review‘ﬁmder the eomménd of none but
non-commissioned offieérs; féllawing this unique performance the
Efficiency Bamner for the year 1933 wemt to the Medical Detachment
which for the second time wonthe distinection of the award. It was
during the year 1934 that Major John W, Foos of the regular army
succeeded Captain McCormick as U. S. Instructor.

The regimeﬁt occupied Camp Smith from June 24th to
July 8ths two reviews occurred during this period of field train-
ing; the first on June 29th by Major General William K. Haskell
accompanied by Lieut. Colonel Simom B. Buckner Jr., Commandant of
Cadets, U.S.M.A.; the second on iuly‘ISt'by“Réar“ﬁdmiral Frank R.F'
Lackey, Commanding the New York Naval Militia. Co-ineident with
the eighth biennial convention and re-union of the 27th Division
Asscci&tien‘hsld in Brooklyn the 106th paraded on October 13th in
company with the 245th Coast Artillery, the 1l4th Infantry and the
z?th Division Trains; thé procession was reviewed by Governor

Lehman, Major General Nolan, Commanding the 2nd Corps Area, and
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lajor Gemeral O'Ryan. Band Leader Wildigg resigned April 9th, 1934
and was succeeded by Arthur Danner, Warranted October 8th of that
year. A

The annual regimental memgriai service held in the
armory on ﬁhe'afternoon of November llth was as usual attended by a
representative audience. ﬁeceﬁber 4th, 1934 marked the retirement
of Major Gemeral Franklin W. Ward the Adjutant General, S. N. Yg as
a fitting tribute to long and faithful service a memmoth review was
arranged in his honor. This review of no less than six regiments

held in the armory of the 258th Field Artillery, December 4th was

without precedent. The regiments partiei

pating were the 24

»

The year i935 opéned‘with the re-appointment of
Colonel Vincent as Aide onthe Governor's Staff. An innovation for
the raising of funds to_be devoted to the suffgrers of infantile
paralysis, resolved itself into so called birthday parties to be
held throughout the land enthe birthday of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, himself a vietim of the dread disease; the Brooklyn
party held onthe,evening of Iénu&ry 30th at the Hotel 8t. George
ﬁas sponsored and attended by the wealthy and socially prominent,
the mother of the President acting ip the capacity of hostess.

& guard of honor comprising detachments of the Army, Eavy,'uhéine
Corps and the National Guard added color to the eminéntly success-
ful affair; the 106th Infantry was represented in this military
group by a detachment in fﬁll dress. ‘

A review tendered Colomel William A. Taylor and his

veterans of the 106th overseas onthe evening eof February 1l6th, 1935
‘ : : TP



ﬁfoved ﬁhique* a feature of the review was the prbmﬁtionwaf‘B?ig§§ia
Ge&rge Alhert &lngate tedhe rank,af'ﬂajur &eneral, the oath of )
office administered by Colonel Vincent was followed by the presenta-
tion af‘s;lverrstars inﬁleatlve 0£~rank'to‘yajar Gene;gI.Wingate;b
ﬁhe presentation was made by Colonel Vineénf;“ The regiment eﬁgaged
'rn fleld trainlng for a period af‘two weeks commencing June 16th;
for the first time in its nistory, the 106th sccomplished its change
of station by motor trucks. Vﬂuringfits training period the regi- |
mént was reviewed inthe field by'Pégtmaster=Eraneis J. Sinnot of
Brooklyn. In marksmamship the 106th won nothing but the satisfactior
of inereasing.the'numbeffcf‘quﬁlifiéatiéns over therp:eceding yeare.
In rifle marksmanship the reg£hent‘qua1ified 21 experts;‘sa sharp-
shooters and 154 marksmen. In &mtamatie rifle marksmanship'therg'
were qualified ?’experts and Szymarkémen. In Machine Gun marksmah—
ship the regiment qualified 2 experts, 3 first elass and 99 seéond
class marksmen, and in Howitzer firing, 4 experts, 29 first class
and 5 seeond e¢lass marksmen.
Turning to the efficiency report ecovering the 1935

peried of fieI& trainingywe find the fellewingvremarkaz—'

xxx "“Marked improvement in morale, effieiency

and co-operation. A regiment considerably im-

proved over 1934 as evidenced by’higher morsle, en-

thusiasm of officers and men and marked ime

provement in pereentage of qual1fieaticns with rifle

and machine gun and of efficieney of headq&arters
companies."” xxx

xxx "The Commanding General of the Brigade adds
herewith his commendation and congratulations to
the Cp Oy 106th Infantry and the regiment of the fine
recar&‘made during its tour of field training. He
feels certain that this will be an added incentive
to still greater accomplishment and that the 106th
Infantry will continue to move forward and make
outstanding records inthe future, "™ xxx




| Btficlency awards for records attained during the
pfeceding ygarlfbllqw:sbﬁéﬁerag Efficieney-ﬁspne#, to geadquarteSs
Company; Veteran Eﬁrksmahship truphy’io Company “i@: The Walter V.
Moore Efficiency Bamner to Cygmpany "B" and the Attendance Plaque
to lst Battalion Headquarters Company. The year 1935 closed with
a regimental drill and Christmas Tree party: o

A review tendered Brigadier General Walter C. Robinson,
the Adjutant General, S. N. Y., onthe evening of Marech 28th, 19§§>>1.
proved a colorful event; following the eeremonies the officers named
reeeived the Order of the Silver Star for gallantry in action while
serving withthe 106th Infantry A. E. F.i- i
Colonel Frank €, Vincent

Major Frank A. Conefrey
Captain Clarenece E. Blake-Lobb

'Still another feature was the presemtation of efficiency awards te
those units which during the year 1935 excelled in marksmanship,
attendance,vfnéeor~basehall and general advancement in the pre-
seribed eurrieulﬁmi; Veteran Association Trophy for Rifle Marks-
manship to Company "E"; the Walter V. MacrebEfficiency Banner for
rifle companies to‘eempany "E*s the Admiral Josephthal Trﬁphy for
Rifle Marksmanship e Class "B" to Company "E"; the Veteran Associ-
ation-Baﬂner for HeadQQa:ters Gompanies to ﬂhadqﬁarters Eompanys
the 106th Infantry Attendance Trophy té lst Battalion Headquarters
Company; the Regimentaluﬁaséball Championship,Eruphy to Company WH, ®
Thfoﬁgh the persistent effqrté of Colonel Vincent,
namerous improvements were made within the armqry between the yeaxs‘
1933 and 1936; chief amﬁng these were the re-ednstructiam of waste
spaces into modern company quarters, a tailor shop, a band practice
room, the iﬁstallation,of'an 5i13burning’system replacing an an-
tiquated coal burning plant, an officer's club embracing a commodious

dining room, a modern kitchen, reqeption;.eard and tap room, lava-
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tories and locker room; the rich fnrniahingghandm@ecorqtions of
the officerfs c¢lub are worthy of especial eumment. Other projects
submitted and approved by the A:mory-BOard and the ﬁbrksrProgress
Administration contemplate the construction of a dance flodr'andV_r
modern cafeteria for the comfort and pleasure of the enlisted person-
nel. Still another important improvement was the re-construetion
of the armory rifle range; through the manipulation of steel curtains
it is now possible for twenty one men to fire the sub ealibre courses
simultaneously; the range was adapted to standard 031.50 practice as
wgll. I; accqmplishing these projects it may_bg'said of Mr. Charles
}W} Cameron, supervising engineer, that through his efficiency and
cheerful cg—aperaﬁiqn;thg‘wc:k was ggeatly faeilitated. A’reéeptien
and dance onthe evening of March 14th, 1936 marked the formal open-
ing of the officer*s club. |

The rsg;ment commenced a two weeks tour of field
training at Camp Smith on June 28th, 1936. But one officer, lst
Lieut. Milton:C.‘Baillie attended the Imfantry School gt Fort Benning
during that year. “

In rifle marksmanship for the year 1936 the 53rd
Brigade lMatch went to the 105th Infantry with an aggregate score
of 1660 the 106th Infantry taking second place with 1613. The New
York State Match went to the 102nd Engineers with an aggregate of
3835; the 165thuInfantry held second place with.d728 and the 106th
Infantry third with 5&?1. The regiment was represented by Corporal
D. A. Wills and Private J. Nicolai on the Governor'®s Homor Roll for
that years this roll consists of thirty members of the National N
Guard and Nava) Militia of the State of New York attaining the high-
est aggregate score in all individual matches of the State and the
New York State Rifle Association. |

Corporal Milton D. Lederman of Company "I" appointed
- to the United States Military Academy at West qunt, June 23rd, Bgi?é



successfully passed the emtrance examinations and was duly admitted
to the First Class. The untimely death of Colonel William R. Wright
on Octaber 2lst, 1936 brought expressions of sincere sorrow from
those ﬁhose privilege it was to know him; an officer of unquestioned
ability and understandiﬁg, Colonel Wright first joined thelﬂational
Guard aé a private Squadron ®"A" in 1896; passing through the non-
commissioned grades he was commissioned & 2nd Lieutemant of Cavalry
in 1902, a 1lst Lieutenant in 1907, & Captain in 1908, a Hajor in
1919 and on March 2lst, 1921 he was promoted a Lieut. Colonel, Acting
Chief of Staff of the 27th Divisionm, N.Y.N.G. He was appointed
Chief of Staff with ramk of Colonel in 1930; his subsequent associ-
ation with the 106th Infantry as its Colonel has been previously
stated. quone; WrightAggryedAgp the war with Spain ip ;SQB, on the
Mexican 3orderr§n ;91éignd¢in the World War, 1917-1919; he was suc-
ceeded by Lieut. Colonel Joseph A. S. Mundy, & YeteranAOfficer of
the 23rd Regiment and of the 106th Iéfantry overseas, appointed
Chief of Staff, 27th Division with rank of Colonel, Gctober 29th,
1936.

The annual Memorial Service in honor of the dead of
the regiment, held in the armory on the afternoon of Sunday No-
vember 8th attracted a large and devoutely interested audience;
the active regiment in fﬁll dress, veteran organizations ineluding
posts of the Grand Army and the invited public filled the drill |
hall; Appropriate music rendered by the regimentﬂband aﬁd an-
thems by the vested choir of St. Bartholomew's Church contributed
much to the solemnity of the occasion. A Hew Years Eve party held
in the officers® club brought the year to a close and with this
entry, volume one of the history of the regiment is concluded as
of December 3lst, 1936.

The End.




