CHAPTER‘VI.

The 27th DlVlSion,A.E;F.garoanized.
War declared against Germanye.
Camp Wadsworth,S.C.

he 106th Infantry ewbarks f r Frane s
L gttlee anngngagemen s par%;c?paﬁeg in,.

Ihe genesis of the‘2?th‘Divisien, A,E.F., ig found in
the opening parahraph of General Orders NO.Q.H.Qez?th Division, U.S.A.,
October 1st, 1917; it reads as follows:
*Pursuant to telegraphie instructions |
from the War Department dated September
11th,1917 this Division is organized un-
~ der the provisions of Genmeral Orders Eo.
101, War Department 1917.% »

Under the then existing tables of erganizatien but feur“
infantry reglments were ‘allowed the div1eion.v The perplexing queatiani
of which of all regimente comprising the National Guard of eur state
were to be ehosen resolved itself in the aelection of the 2nd, ard, ?th,
‘and 23rd reg;menxe; the selection naturally conferred a greet‘honor on Q
eeeh of the ergenizatione thus chosen to renresent”the Empire_State,an-
the Western Front. ‘; | g ‘, v | | g

The 2nd regiment, Golonel James M. Andrews cemmanding, reu
designated ’she 105th U. S. Infantry, A .E.F., and the 23rd reglment, :
celenel Frank Hx Korton cemmandins, re-deeignated the lO&th U. S. Iné L
fantry, A.E.F., comprised the 53rd Infantry Brigade commanaed by Briga.- |
dier General Robert E. L. Mlchie of the regular army. The Vth regiment,
‘Colonel Willard C. Fisk commanding, re-»des:Lgnated the 107th T.S. In-
fantry, AE.F., and the 3rd regiment, Golenel Edgar S. Iennings'command-

1ing, re-de31gnated the 108th U. S. Infantry, A.E.F., constituted the
54th Infantry Grigade commanded by Brigadier General James W. Lesﬁer ef :
the New York National Guard'.ubeh brigades comprised the Infantry ef the
‘27th Division, AE.F., commanded by Major General John F. O'Ryan alec of'

the New York National Guard.The div131en remained a tactical unit ef the
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2nd American Corps from first to last. It has beem erromeously stated
hythe_uninf@rmedAthét.ﬁaao:*ﬁepe;al@eorgeVW;Regd camanded this Corps
from its inceptiomythis iz not the fact. It was not until the Le Selle.
qgermﬁiags'in Gctdberilals»that the 2nd Corps operated under the difect
command of General Readsprior to that time,the Corps functiomed under
& Corps Staff of which Brigadier General George S.Simonds of the reg-
wlar army was chief. o | 7 d

M Further remark relatrwe to tha composition of the
Q?th dlwislan,axcept in so far as it relates to the 1nfautry,is mmrtted.
Bm¢~wh&t of tbe.other infantry organizations of tha‘ﬂatianal Guard less
fortunate 1n naot having~been aelected to D&rthIB&tQ in the glerieus k
aahievements of the 27th division? These were a@ﬁaﬁmmte& Pioneer Inu 
fantry and were designated ﬁerps and Army troopﬁ,under'thz c Ummand of
Erigadler General Guy carlaton of the regular‘aarwice.ﬁéedlesa te re-
maxk sthese troepa r&ndered valuahle aerwiaa cwerseas within thelr ‘
sphere ef aetiwity; In @rder that we may follaow mar@ elaarlg'the E&thp‘

ar'eanfu31ng dispusltien of 1ndiwidual transfersef afflcerﬁ and men

“%e and fr@m thase Pioneer regxments,there will be found in the adbgeln-‘

A:' ed table a list of auch,organlzatlens w1th old &nd n&w regxmental de-

s gn&tlanﬁt»

0ld Wationsl Guard .~ New U.S.Armmy

‘ deaignatlen. ‘ : deaignatlan.
1st Inf&ntny - .. e e e e e e - lat Fiemee£°1mfantrg
10th do - - % = - = = =« =5ls8 do  do
12th G0 e = = ==~~~ 52nd do da
l4th deo - = = e - e e e« 2nd do de
47th de - - - me--== 53rd do de
Tlst do - = === - .- -=« 54th do do
t4th do - = = == =====-« 55th do -do

: fha problem of 1ncre&sing the numerical strength of
the four regiments eomprlslmg the infantry of the ZVth‘diwinlan te
the authorized maximum of three thousand six hundred and f §+//’ﬁvo
each,naw presented itself.In accampllshing this,whole regiments wer&

broken up regardless of cherighed traditions and without respect of



personsjwholesale transfers of officers and men followedjin the case
of the 14th regiment,thirty of its officers and one thousand two _hun;
dred and ninety ‘twq of its enlisted personnel were tmnsferred to the
loéth‘Infant«;*g';whigh in turn lost ten officers,tramsferred to the Pio-
neerselt must ‘be 'b_ofrne‘: in mind that through no p{refjessionai shdrtcom-
ings or personal animosity were the transfers madesin every case this
seemingly unwarranted treatment was accepted i‘nc_ident}t@ the exigen-
cies of ware. Following is a tabulation of officers affected:-
Transferred from the 106th Infantry AE.F.s

under the provisions of G.0.NoeQ,H.Q.27th
Division A.E.F.,0ctober 1st,1917.

Rank. ~ Neme. To duty with.

Lieu't Col, Morris N.Liecbmenm  105th Infantry,A.E.P.

¥ajor Matthew D.Addisom 52nd Pieneer'Infantry‘lzth,H.Y.Inf.}

Major John R.Sawyer ; 52nd Pioneer Infantry(l2th N.Y.Inf,)}
Captt Charles NM.Ward 54th Pioneer Infantry(7lst N.Y.Inf.)
Cap't William J.Evans 54th Pioneer Infantry(7lst N.Y.Inf.,
Cap't William A.Ronalds 54th Pioneer Infantry(7lst N.Y.Inf.|
Cap't Georgge A.Johnson - 54th Pioneer Infantry(7lst N.Y.Inf.,
Cap't George M.Keese 54th Pioneer Infantry(7lst N.Y.Inf.}
Cap't William P.Simonson 54th Pioneer Infantry(7lst N.Y.Inf.
(x)C‘a.p 't Rutherford Ireland 54th Piomeer Infantry(7lst N.Y.Inf,)

(x) This officer returned to the 106th Infantry,A.E.F.s
/ under War Dep'*t Order dated Naovember 15th,191%7.

Transferred to the 106th Infantry,A.E.F.,
under the provisions of G.0.N0.9,H.Q.27th
Division,A.E.F.,0ctober 1lat,1917,. ‘
Rank. Name. Transferred from.
Lieu't Cols John B.Tuck 3rd N.Y.Infantry(108th U.S8.Inf.)
¥ajoxr Walter A.Delamater 71st N.Y.Infantry(54th P.I,)
Major Gabriel G.Hollander 1l4th N.Y.Infantry(2nd P.I.)
Major Harry S.Hildreth 12th N.Y.Infantry(52nd P.I, )
Cap't Harry C.Starret l4th N.Y.Infamtryl?2:
Cap't Foster G.Hetzel 14th N.Y.Infantry
Cap*t William E.Blaisdell 14th N.Y.Infantry\2nd
Cap't Arthur V.McDermott 14th N.Y.Infantry|
Cap't Rossiter Holbroeck 1l4th N, Y.Infantry(2nd
Cap't John C,Hardy l4th N.Y.Infantry
Cap't Stanley W.Pierce 14th N.Y.Infantry\

Cap't James G.Conroy 1l4th N.Y.Infantry( » )
1188 7Tk Joseph L.Gilman 14th N. Y.Infantrygznd P.I.}
lst Lt. John A.Nelson 14th N.Y.Infantry(2nd P.I.
lst Lt. Charles(G.0Ostberg l4th N.Y.Infantry(2nd P.I.

- 1st Lt. Matthew J.A.Wilson 1l4th N.Y.Infantry(2nd P.I.,
1st Lt. Harry F.Sullivan l4th N.Y.Infantry(2nd P.I.
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Rank. Name . . _ ' Transferred from.

1st Lt. Murray Taylor 12¢th N. Y. Infantry gﬁznd P, I.)
l1st Lt. John F. Callahan 12th N. Y. Infantry (52nd P, I.;
1st Lt. F. D. Clark 12th N. Y. Infantry (52nd P, I.
1st Lt. Albert V. Clements 1l4th N. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P. I.)
1st Lt. Ira I. Hodes 14th N. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P. I.)
lst Lt. Thomas F. Ward 14th K. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P. I.
1st Lt. Joseph A. Kerrigan - 1l4th N. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P. I.
1st Lt. Alfred J. Hook 14th N. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P. I.
1st Lt. Herbert E. Marshall Jrlidth'N. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P. I.
lst Lt. I¥an:L,..Smith- l4th N. Y. Infantry f 2nd P, I1.)
2nd Lt. John W. Moran l4th N, Y. Infantry (. 8nd P. I.)
2nd Lt. Louis Peterson 14th N. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P. I.
2nd Lt. James H. Boyle l4th N. Y. Infantry ( 28d°P. I.
2nd Lt. .Ivan Fenty . 12th N. Y, Infantry (52nd P. I.)
2nd Lt. George W. Hermance 14th N. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P. I.
2nd Lt. Grover C. Cleaver l4th N. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P. I.
2nd Lt. J. B. Post 12th N. Y. Infantry (52na P. I.
2nd Lt. Willard M. Webster 14th N. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P. I.)
ond Lt. Frank L. Stephenson 14th N. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P. I.g
- 2nd Lt. Franklyn J. Jackson 1l4th N. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P, I.
2nd Lt. Joseph F. Curtis 14th N. Y. Infantry ( 2nd P. I.)
2nd Lt. Arthur B, Bllimen  12th N. Y. Infantry (52nd P. I.)
The following named officers of the
 Medical Department attached to the
106th Infantry, A.E.F., under the pro=-
visions of G.0.No.9,H.Q.27th Div1sion,
A.B.F., ectober 1st, 1917. : G
Rank. o Kame. IR Mbd. Dpt*t. Attached.
Major Lucius A. Salisbury , Yrre sl -Af¥tached
1st Lt. Harry H. Worthing , Attached /
lattLt. Charles F. HNicol _ Attached :
1st Lt. Charles D. Keyser “Attached :
1st Lt. Robert S. Cleaver Attached
l1st Lt. Nils P. Larson ‘ - Attached

1st Lt. Sexton P. Roane L Attached

Subsequent drafts of enlisted personnel from the 47th N. Y. “
Infantry’distributed throughout the regiment filled the gaps cauéed L
by‘further'“raidsm under requisitions fbr tgpecialists™ such as ine
terpretérs, carpenters, policemen, plumbers,‘stehugraphers, motor
mechanics etc etec. A unique distinetion was‘enJOyed by the 106th In-
fantrys composed wholly of Brooklyn.men ffom‘distinctively Brooklyn
‘régiments a great pride was theirs; nor is it too much te believe that
the glorious battle'achieveﬁents of the regiment will live for ever
in the hearts of true Brooklynites. |

Ita organization eompleted, the division settled down to
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eight months of intensive training3in addition to field exerciseg,there
were achoals in bayonet fighting,musketry,antamatic arms,machine gun,
one pcunderqcannon,mortar,gas defense,campuflage and field engineeringe.
Special atﬁggtion wa.s given the subjects of smiping,patroling,reconnais-
sance,tranéportation,liaison and equitationsthere were also courses for
teamsters,farriers and packers.A goqdly part of each drill periodlwas
devoted to rough and tumble games,wrestling and boxingjsthe naﬁural re=
sult was that toward the end of the training period,the»divisibnvcol-
lectively and individually was in perfect physical trime

The winter of 1917 will be remembered as a one of

unusual severity;the camps of the 27th division were much of the time

~ under a heavy blanket of snow and ice.Despite these conditions,field

training went forward as per schedule.A series of praétice trenches ¢
constructed by‘the 102nd Engineer regiment and occupied by alterhating ‘
battalions of the infantry for periqu of several days duratidngaccus-
tomed the troaops to the rigors of trench lifej the resulﬁhgf this t:ainé
ing was most naticable when the 106th Infantry for the first time"took
overfrom the British in Flanders. In like manner,the infantry océup-
ied the rifle range at Glassy Rock in Norfh Carolina. At first the |
trbaps were transported by rail from Fair Forestvto‘eampabello from
which peint‘the march was taken up for Glassy Rockjas time went on and i
the troops becamé hardened,transportation by rail ceased. Thereafter
the total distancevof twenty fiwe\milea was made under march tables in
the alloégd time of three daysjythe time limit was subsequently reduced
to two days and finally to one day, |

_ h On one occasion when the 3rd battalion of the reg
iment was engaged in rifle practice at Glassy Rock,a forest fire in tle
vieinity of the butts spread rapidly over a consgiderable areagpractiqe
ceased and the men armed with intrenching tools experienced a new thrili
in fighting the flames. But the‘gre&test‘thrill experienced by the regi;
ment was the laying of a creeping barrage across its front! Forming line
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one hundred yards im rear of the assumed point of burst, the men
waited;iﬁ,gilence'for_the qpening_ghot that would acquaint them‘withﬂ
the_terrible‘effects of shell fire, Suddenly the air was filled with
.that peculiar sound as of escaping ﬁi&am, Euéhemlyscregmgdvowefhead&
Then another and gnother_crashedvin & piece of woods invfront;sending
quks,earth and trees skywarit Presently the barrage lifted and meved
forward,the infantry following at"high port"but always maintaining its
distance of one hundred_yards. Fired by unseen»and_unheard guns of the
field artillery far to the rear,the dangerous exerciaes were concluded
withéut casualtiessthe demonstration made a.prafound‘impression on all
B;anks aﬁdvit may be said without fear df ¢om£rédictioﬂ.that‘the ax;i’_a
;‘ﬁémfence ddubtleSS eentrihuteé‘te the steadiness‘of‘thﬁvregiment ﬁhen  
first it advanced under shellAflre inIBeIglum.

Changes within the reglment had in the meantxme
taken place.eolenel Norton.had been dlscharged far physieal.&lsablllty_
and Lieu't Colonel JOhn B.Tuck had assumed command. Under thls officer
the morale of tha lO&th}dro@ped‘tq a level<barder;gg on mofbid_a@athg,
it was gndei‘Tuck*s'adminisﬁration:thatwthe regiment earned for itself
the niisriomar, “O*n‘s Raughnecksw If the 1oeth wa.s ‘at that time un-
dlscipllnad 1t wa.s only ‘because it refused to aubmit to Tuck'a methodsg
Heartlly desplsed by officers and men,thls afficer in whom the regiment
 placed no confldence,succeeded (fortunately for all.concerned) in pro-*
curing a.transfer’befare the 106th went into action. Magor Sidney Ge
De Kay of the 105th Infantry was transferred to the 106th during the
month of August 19173he continued with the regiment until detailed b
- the éeneral Staff College at Langres,France. Major Hollander,t:ans-
ferred to the 2nd Pioneer Infantry while the regiment was still at
eamm Wadswbrth,was replaced by Hajor Charles W;Eerry,fqrﬁerly'of‘thm
old 14th N.Y.Infantry.Maejor De Lamater went overseas with the 106th
and was later detailed to the General Staff College. |
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~ 1In April 1918,Colomel Charles I.De Bevoise originally
of the cavalry,took command of the regiment. The lGﬁth'never'came to
know its second Colonel who through the fortunes of‘war was shortly
thereafter transferred to other fields of activity. The‘third,eolongl
qutha 106th Infantry was William A.Taylor who tb&k over‘bntmay Srd,
1918+ With his coming"the regiment snapped out bf its morbid lethargy
and hitting the stride,regained all that had been lost under Tuck;if
ever an foicer was 1owed by his command,it}Wgs quonelhﬂﬁillﬁfaylor;
Gummencing his military_career as prigate in the 121§t>8eparate Com~
pany of thelol& National Guard,he se#ved in the intérmadiate g:adea" 
and ranks,and was om July Sthglgié,commissiane& Lieuﬁenant ﬁolénel of
the 2nd N.Y;Infantry,re-designated the lcéth U.s. InfanﬁrygA‘E“Fg,fram»ﬂy
whenceféame to the lOGth‘reglment.with rank of Colonel. Golonel Taylor
is a veteran of the Spanish«&merlcan war and bﬁntheﬁmbzmekn'ﬁarder exX-
pedltlon; he was graduated from the Army Servlee scheols in 1915 and
w1th the 1nauguratien of the Thlrd foleera Tralnlng Camp at Camp Wads-;

worth in January 1918,he was appointed commandant*
| In March 1918,the division received its last

repiacemenﬁs,until the end of the Somme Offensive in Qetober,lQI&,when‘
‘a very few days before the armistice,fresh though inexperienced re-
placements were sent to the division and to the various units ef’the
 divisiongthese men were of the "Néﬁional Afmy“’andhad never‘tésted
battle, During the stay of the 27th division at camp\waaswazth,ita‘
Passed in review befare;visitcrs:praminent in military and civil lifef
chief among these were Governor Mannlng of South Carolina,@overnor

Whitman of New York,Senator Wadsworth and GeneraI,Blddle,ehlef of Staff

of the Army. On one occasion,high pressure government salesmen ran

gued the trcops into subscribing to the purchase of Liberty Bondssin

many instances,the soldier after deducting his allbtmamtbﬁa ﬁhe folks

at home,his monthly insurance p;emiums and his Liberty;Bonda,received

from the Pay Master a monthly stipend of but seven dollars and fifty
\ e v



cents; -~ this sum being fixed by the laws df a grateful government
a8 his minimum pay. v ‘ _

Religious influences widely spread by regimental chap-
1ains>were reflected in the daily life of the troaps;récreatian cen=
ters Where the soldier might relax when off duty,were available~to each
camp of the division, While the Y.M.C.A.went through the motions of
ministering to the needs of the soldier,the Knights of‘Caldmbns,the
Red Crossvand the Jewish Welfare Board contributed mightily to the
comfort of officers and men alike, The fact that the division collect-
iveiy»showed‘a,rapgh exterior needs nd apologyjfrom a‘mOraigmental and
physicai“st&n&point,the~2Vth division was a clean,healthy organization
imbued with high ideals and intensely patriati@. And so as the months
passed_andAthg day of depérture for foreign fields dreﬁ“near,thé.levity
oflthelredruit gave way to the more serious deportment»ef‘the seasoned
soldier, | ,

May 1st,1918,marked the commencement of the movement
of the 27th ﬁivision overseas,0On that day Genéral'O’Ryan and aAaeleét~
ed staff comprising an advance party,sailed on the U.5.8."Great North-
ern*jthereafter the several units of the division departed in an un- |
interrupted stream. On May 6th,the 106th Infantry,less:Companies "L"*
and Wﬁ*,ﬁéaignﬁtgdneémﬁrﬁﬁlidg under Captain Ireléndgmarched to Fair
Forest where it entrained for Jersey City. The éamp area ﬁaving been_
policed,and receipts taken - by Captain Ireland fa}>all government pro-
perty therein,a mixed guard of the 3rd Pioneer Infantry and the 104th
Field Artillery"tmekuéwérﬁ&rzmnkrainihg late,the same night,Ireland's
detachment rejoined the regiment on the mornimg of the 7the Still in
doubt as to its destination,the men of the 106th boarded & waiting
ferrykwhich they half believed would start the regimentkOn its way to
Camp Mills,L.I, Owerjoye& at the prospect of even a short sojourn near

the old home town of Brooklyn,a soidier'shouted@ﬁiNEOhA*{ The response
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was both instantaneous and electrifying; in one voice raised to high
heaven,the whole regiment shouted the magic word --"MINEOLAL!"MINEOLAY
which from that moment was the accepted battle cry of the 106th Infant-

TVe
Heading upstream,the North German Lloyd piers came into

viewjthere was a tense moment of doubt as the ferryrglided past.Then the
Hamburg-ﬁmerican piers loomed;still doubting,the men gazed wistfully
at the New York sky line. Suddenly the boat changed her course hard
aport,heading straighﬁ for therpiers where 1ay'éreat t:ansporﬁyimpreSs-
ive in their_warﬂpaint.With this,the fondest‘hopes of the regiment were
dissipated and within an incredibly short period of time,the 106th
found itself aboard the U.S.S."President Lincoln®, Directly opposite,lay
the mammoth "George Washington®™ loaded with troops and ready to sail}in
ﬁhe early evening the"Washington® slid out of her berth,putting to seé
on anqther perilous voyage across the Atlantic. Within an hour another
vesgsel -- & fourvpiped mbonster dressed in crazy camouflage occupied
thé lately vacated berth; such was the precision and despatch of the
United States Transport Service.

While the veyage of the regiment was accomplished with-
out mishap,numerous incidents,many of them inconsequential perhapé,yét

all of them intimately associated with the life of the regiment afloat,

;. oceurred during the ninetaen_daysbabogrd ship;tc'attemptsarreéitalqéf

these happenings from memory after a lapse of seventeen years would be
impessible;tﬁe writer therefore quoteé from his war diary;which is a
faithful record of events as they oceurred day by .days -

X X X * May 9thsWeather fine and warms A battalion ofthe

 42nd Engineers came aboard this morning and later,Company"H" of the

129th Infantrysthe ship's company is now completeg the"President Lin-

ecoln® sails tomorrow."

"May lOthsWeather fair ané.warm: Today is a red let
ter day for the 106th Infantry. Some of the men feel a little super-
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stitious because it happens to be Fridaysbut after all it makes no
differencgfﬁa:e ahd.there:g game of"carés ia the Qenﬁe: of‘attract-r
ion with its ever present circle of spectators éhntting'éff light and
air; chergﬂa:e pac;ngvﬂhe’decks for exércise,and I naticaia.great
number>16unging~along the rail ;ith,faceartowar& New York;nq,doubt‘wa
are all thinking the same thoughts.'lt"gpqwg hot and aﬁltry;the afters
noon drégs. It is now fourswe sail at five. We are ordered to clearithe
- decks,Presently not a soldier is to been seemjthey have gone below and
| wonder'ﬁhy they cannot wave farewell to those on the pier and td home«
“going ferry'passengefé.en the dot éf‘five,the great tranﬁpcrtvbaeke&' |
cutyand aésigted by liweiy little tugs,was soon in midstream heade& fof‘
the cpen‘sedg ﬁheblaughter of the afternoon has given w@y to aimast
ahsolute quiet.”r | .
| _ Wmnterlng tha off1cer's mess this evening,we stoo& Waltn‘
u ing for the signal from Colonal Tayler to be seated;but the“cld Man"
flrst requested the chaplaln to ask a blessing which aeemeé most @p-
prcprlate,seelng we are emharking on thls grea$ adventure. It is now f
dark and I notl;; thlngs have been moving slnce lasts Tiwas on deck.Our '

-‘pllat has left and 1s maklng for his vessel whlch is standing by. f,

| ‘ ‘*bﬂeboats have been swung clear on massrve davmts;la&-
“dars and ropes have been dropped @ver the gides and within the next
hour the shlp 'S ﬁommander is to t?ll us of the tactlcs of the submar-.
ine-we shall then be ass;gned tO/alarm ‘posts., Visited my campany belcw |
decks and found them well fed and as comfartable as conditions permits
jusﬁ how theynwilémanage'their bunks remains to be seen. Already there
is a slight r‘uli of thé ship and already some moﬁ‘fihnmisgakable signs
of Seasickness.“ | | : |
| "May llth:Weather clears The regiment in good shape and
fit. Look-outs have been poéted,at intertéls aleong the decks and from
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~the bridge keeping a weather eye for periscopes;'this tireless vigil

will'be kept until we reach port,and if by any chance of fate we are
torpedoed,it will be because every known precautidn héﬁjfailedgﬂvery
light in the shiﬁ(except those in the inner compartments)wént out at
nine this evening;hereafter,ﬁé shall live in darkness. There are now f
seven&troep-ships.in company with ours and a cryiser leads the columng
some of our neighbors are camouflaged invmostﬁfantastic designé and col=-
ors which are most effective even at close ranges one small shipy ==
small compared with the "Lincoln®",is e#idently a rollef and pitcher
¢ombinedsshe is striped like a zebra and Lord! how she dees bounce! The
cruiser is dipping her ram-like nose into the long swells,and having
not much freebeard,green water surges over her forward decks. The fléet
is‘sailingrwithouﬁ lights! A risky proposition,although I suppoée we
have chosen the lesser of two evils.én our right,the"Covington® is se
close,that we hear dlstlnctly her bugla calls."

"fay l2th:Clear and amoeth; Surprised to find our nqu
berS'have increased over night} There are now fourteen ships in all.
They tell,ws.this is the largest ﬁrodp>transpert yet attempted;if all
the ships make pOrp;thgre will be fifty thdusand f:esh,American tfoéps
to stiffen the linel Toward evening the weather thickemed'a little and we
pitched just enough to make it interesting -- for those who like it.“

. May 13ts Fogs We were awakened at daybreak by the moan-
ing of the siren and the rlnglng of alarm hellsl It proved nothlng worse
than our first eall to quarters for drill in%abandon ship".At the élg-
nal,officers and men “double&“to their posts;thé troops swarming‘up’oﬁt
of the holds and forming up along the rails. All this transpired without
confusion and woe to him who disobeys a command.lMy post is on the after
suﬁerstructure and I am charged with lowering a nest of life rafts over
the starboard sidejten or a dozen huskies are assigned to me as a sta-

tion crew. It took just six minutes to clear all comparfmentsvand there

- we 8toed@ shivering until broad dayl%ght,ai&ihapd@gengg§ggﬁipmbulky life
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belts made fast. Whatever may happen,they will not find this squadrqn
napping.l wonder what chance the black gang will have in the event of
disaster?® |

" May l4thsFair weathers Sighted a man-of-war off the
starboard quarterjwe 1ooked her over through glassesjshe proved to be a
battleship of our own navyj;where she is bound for,the Lord only knows.
During the morning a yelloW'bird resembling a canary settled on a life
boat and after resting a little,flew off,.Schools of dolphins and flying
fish came out of the sea and another truly remarkable creature called by
sailors, "Portugese len-Of -War®*,attracted much attentionjthese apparently
helpless denizens of the degp float lazily_qn thg surfaee;suddenlthhey
raise a do;sal fin resembling a leg-o;mutton sail and with this set to
the breeze,off they go,scooﬁing over the face of the Atlantiel"

" Perhaps I am taking undue notice of these strange
things and it may be that to menfion so small a detail as the colqrrqf
the water is entirely out of order,although I must confess thét never
before have I seen such truly heautiful Prussian blﬁé,changing at times
to opalescent as it rolls away from the cut-water. To those used to the
séa,the little items I have spoken of would have no charmj but this is
nmy first vbyage(and perhaps my last) and I am deeply impressed: . A daily
- paper éa;@edlthﬁ&ﬁailﬁSplitterﬁgis;puﬁliahedwon%tﬁis:Bh;p;itﬁgamginterest-
ing sheet and-gives 1as themews ofi thé:day from hape,ircluding base - ball
- scores and the like, and a dirculating library offers a great variety of
good reading for those inclined to while away the hours with writers of
fiction.®

"May 15thsFair weathers We assembled for drill this
morning,although limited deck space rather cramped our-ggiedule. Sqmeona
remarked that we shall receive our destroyer escort during the daygunder
ﬁhe circumstances,this is cheering news,seeing the Kaiser has put a price
on our heads} That is,the ship,fo:merly~a German liner,is known to be one

of the largest troop and carge carriers in the service,"
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‘ ilay lathtFog with clearing: A heavy feg rolled in on
us durlng the nlght,accampanie& by the dismal mo&nlng of ﬁhﬁpﬁ’ -Pog
horns; Wallowing Whreugh at half spoed,the transports,sach holding
ﬁrue to its course,emerged frdm the murky blanket ﬁhich by sunrise had
dlaappeared. During the forenoon,we experienced a spectacular treat* -
- target practlce with the_big guns.The transports had palred off and
 were try;ngwout‘thg;r slx,;pch>;ifleg;‘the"LincolnF is armed with four
bftthese,tWo‘forward and two afﬁ;’her'ﬁecondaryrbatﬁery consists of
fe&r'onﬁprunders.It is now the-”Ligcglﬁ?s“ turnjanother ship is towing
a huge-dask‘representing-a.conning tower-eétimated range,twenty five
'hundred yards. The gun pelnter sets his sights; the gunnern ntand ready.
.Shot number one reglsters with a mighty splash! Shot number two falls J
| shart and sklpying over the water,misses by a narrow marginj smaking an-‘
other skip of two,the shell sen&s up a.water spout and settles inte ’@,,
‘ ﬁhe%ocean a mlle beyondl Con31deramle maney changed hands durlng ﬁhis ff
ringside phrfermance. | A ‘

i “May 17thsFair weather- Everythlng is snug and the
troaps in goed splrlts.The sea is like glass with Just enough roll ta
- make it pleasant ﬁe are still holdlng to thﬁ s/E,and are in the follew-f
ing orders- Crulaer'leadlng,mlth five trnopera in the flrst.llneyfeur .3
in the seéﬁnd_and five in the;thirﬂ;the panorama i&:awe inspiringiFar
off,a whale wallowed on the surface,spouted,and was gone;with the com-
ing of darkness,we went below and Eonveréed with comrades we'caulé not
" seel R o
"May 18th: Rough water: Men in fine:fettle. This
| being Saturday,inspection was in ordersgnever béforg hafevI»witnesgea“ 4
a iiaval inspection and it syrikes me\that there is a lot of gold lace
and pomp connected with the ceremony; -=- far more than»we'ef)the‘a:my
are used teg Tﬁe.ship ro11§d and pitched & lot during the night; but by
. far the_sad&est happeningyﬁgﬂthh@@eath of a.laé»ofncqmpany"m" who passea
aﬁayﬁd&ring the e&rly:morning}hqurs; Movies this evéning;comforﬁably |
‘ | 2685 | e



seated,wh&n thersiren iet go anﬁ that of course gnded the}shQW}send-
ing all hands to pestson a run. Now after much study and no ;ittle ‘
effort,I had devised mgans_er:rgaching MY post by"cutting corners";
that is,by dropping from the berth deck to the deck below,and then
climbing a ladder to the after supergtructure,l‘would»avoid bucking
the line swarming up from below.l é#vg it a tryout tonight,never sus-
pecting‘that most of my route had been freshly painte&! With the help
of the tailor and gasoline,I flnally got back to normal.

*May 19theStill roughs A bracing,sparkling day overhead,
and a rolling,plunglng sea whieh is to my liking. It is Sunday,all
the shlps of the fleet have broken out their colers and above all
.flies the Church pemmant -- a blue fleld with the cross of Christ in
white. Under this,the Chaplaim conducted devine serv1ce. The great
ship:fllled W;th f;ghtlngvmep;the boundless ocean,the gparkllng sunp
light in which dqlphinskplay,and'theykngwle@ggltham béfare us lies
the unknown,£iﬂ1§vm&uwithﬁem&tianSﬂdifficult to express.”

"During the afternoon our escort fired a shot across
the bows of a tramp off out port @pa;ter,whereupon she ran up the

Union Jack GfiBekiandtthis no doubt satisfied our penple,for she prbe

ceeded on her way. I must correqt~a statement entered in yesterday's
Jjournals That man did NOT die,ajthough he is very lowjthe rumor start-
ed just because they set a coffin on end in the sick bay."

" "lay 20th: Continued rough waters The ship is buéking
like a bronco and spray flies high above the bridge! The whole fleet
is on its ear and the smaller vessels are jumping like corksl! Just
now$With a mighty crash,the dishes slid of?kthe tablesjour sturdy frien
the cruiser is under water most of the time.A baat:has broken loose
and swings free,while a couple ofwgeamep_make fr&ntic;efforta to secure
its campanies_at drill resemblei lines of druﬁken men endeavoring te
keeprtheirvfeet;itsza great picture an& full of acticﬁ& Five Pt ==
It grows rougheri;table racks have beem placed for the evening mess,
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A sailor suddénly becomes sea-sick and our men are Jjoshing him; but
they are "kidding" themselves because a lot of them are quite as sick
és he.® |

*Through the gathering mist of night we sighted a
giant torpedo boat rushing‘headlong toward the fleet of laboring tréns-
ports; tearing through the heavy seés she did everything but stand on
-her head -- if such a thing were possible! Shortly after her welcome
arrival, something went wrong with a ship in the third line; falling
away’from her position she signaled for asaistance.' Instantly the
destroyer headed about to lend a hahd nor did she leave the laggard
until all was well. There is a standing rule that if the column is
attacked the unfortunate sister is abandoned to her fate, the rest qf
~ the fleet scattering and fupning for it. Tbmorroﬁ ﬁe enter the "“danger
zone™s by this is meant that part of thé Atlantie KNOWN to be infesfed
with submarines!" |

"May 21st: Fair and not so rough: All hands on the aler
Mbst everyone seems to be a little ahead of the schedule; for myself, '
I remained on deck after "stand-to" for no other reason than to watch
the sun rise out of the sea; -~ one of the glories of nature. I notice
the cdlumn gas closed up and that the ships are forging ahead at top
speed, clouds of black smoke pouring from their funnels. I believe
every man of the fleet is in full accord with the sentiments expressed'
by Farragut when he said "to hell with the torpedoesi® It ié now mid-
night and all is well and may the good Lord bring'us to our desired
haven."” A )

"May 22nd: Fair weather: It was two thirty this morn-
- ing when the alarm sounded and we jumped for our statioﬁé on deck!
From my post the sea looked so black and forbidding that it took little
imagination to transform each oncoming wave into a submarine; this of
course was a simple case of ruffled nerves. Karly morning “"stand-to" b
jusﬁrabou%”as disagreeable as it is necessary and it is at sueh times

when‘everyonavis on édge that those blessed with a sense of humor help



a lb;;gnd so it was that one of these hump;o&s chaps made some timgly
remgrk,causipg né end of lgughte:;the majorggut;aggd at.such deport~
ment,called through his“megaphqne far'less}nuisg,and,l,to bg»cou:teaus,
(but in reality to square myself)called back through the darkness,"Sta-
tion thirteen inquderfSir.”At 8ix this morning eight more destroyers
arrived out of nowhere and posted themselves'arOund the fleet, Death
e¢laimed the sick boye¢Private- James Twﬁaxtln.eﬂ‘@ommanywmﬂaiezéied dufﬁmg
¥is night, v "May 23ra:5moath and ¢lears This morning finds us
still aﬂlpat and in the most dang?rpus sector of the danger zonetwe are
ordered‘to‘wearrlifebélts cmnstghtly;the watez,smnﬁﬁh as glass,makes our
position the better for detecting ripples. Following the advice of the
ship's commander,we reﬁired this‘night fully dressed,boots and a11:vw1y
"ifay 24th: Beautiful weathers Wétwere routed oﬁt at
two thirtﬁ»this ﬁorning.fhejsh:iekigg'ef thg whistla,the blasts of the
airen,sailcrs running through the ship ringing hand bells,and the as~-
sembled Field Music sounding "Assembly",most certainly put the fear |
of God in our heartsl! Surely disaster had come upen usi Making the‘deck,
I saw destroyers dashing here and there ready with dépth bombsja re- s
’port relayed to the fleet,giving warning of the presence of submarines
of f Brest,was at the bottom of the confusion! @fficers and men are on
their toes eipecting things to happen and wondering why'they don'ttﬁﬁr‘
garly morhing vigil:was: IGWardedKat.hxaak afiday Wlth thﬁ sightof land!
French’ patrnl boats: came; out to meeﬁ us anﬂ swift flylng Planes circl- ,
ed the fleetjcaptive balloons called*bl;mps“ tugged at their moorings
while observers with marine glasses stood ready to flash firing data to
expectant gun crews aboard ship." »
“The ships have formed in single file and are making
for the narrow inlet;this is inéeed a rocky coast studded with.innum-
erable reefsjon either side of the harbor we saw the sloping hillé_vegy

green under cultivation. In due time the ships were well within the
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breakwater and at anchor,for which the Lord be praised.Reviewing the
events cf the past fcurteen‘days,and rgalizing the'many dangers safe=
1y encoqntere&,let‘us give thahks‘tc God far‘h;s merciful goodness,and
let us remember always that we owe & debt of gratitude to the United
States Navy into whose keeping we were committed and who have deliver-
ed us intact." ==

e | The first commendation receiveé.by the regiment during
its‘atanmy careex,appears‘in a communication addressed ta GoIdne1.Tay-
lor by Commander P.W.Foote,U.S.N.,commanding the U.5.S."President Lin-
coln"s;the letter follows:s-

"U.S.8,."President Lincoln",
Nay 23rd,1918. -

"My dear Colonel Tsylor:-

- "As commanding officer of this
vessel,l desire to express my appreciation to
you and the officers and men under your com-
mand on board this vessel,for the gplendid
spirit of co-operation an& willingness which
has been exhibited on the present voyage,in
carrying out the necessary duties of ship dig-
cipline,sanitation,amergency drills etc.®

*"Immediately after arriving on
‘board,all of the details of organization were
mapped out and put into effect,and the rapidity
‘with which the treoops became familar with their
statlons and emergency drills,was very gratify-

v lﬂgo

"Due ta the necessary crowded con-
ditions on board,the problems of sanitatiom and
cleanliness always require the greatest aktention,
and the state of cleanliness which has been main-
tained by the troops in their living guarters,la=
trlnea,deck spaces etc has been especially satis-
factory.*

"It is with a feeling of great re-
gret that we,the officers and men of this vessel
are forced to bid farewell to you and the efficers
‘and men under your command.,and you may be sure that
our prayers and good wishes will be with you dur-
ing the days of trial which are to come,when every
man's courage and devotion to duty w111.be'tested
to the utmost.®

"With highest personal regards and
goed wishes,I am,

Most faithfully,

P.W.Foote,
- Commander,U.S.Navy. s
Commanding U.S.S."President Lincoln"
To Colonel William A, Taylor,
106th Infantry,
Commanding trocps on beard. 27a



N . The afficers and men of the 106th Infantry in like man-
‘ne:r_:' 'w;'irshed; ’the“Linqoln'fa. safe return voya#ge,but_ this was not to begfor
. upom leavingj tﬁg port 61’ Eﬁrest_ after Adi schgrging the regiment,she: was
attacked,torpedoed and sunk in deep water two hundred miles off the
caaaét of Francel The fact ;ha.t'. she ¢arried convalescent soldiers en-
route to the United States,-- & fact well known to the German autho-
i‘iti‘ea,’m&@e not the slighest difference in their detgmir_;a.tian to rid
tihe gseas of this troop a.nd" mu-nitians carrier-.in passing,it may be said
that the U.S.S%Covingten® met a similar fate.

On the afternoen of May 25th,the reglment lesa Com-
panies "C" and "B"Qa.ss.igned the' a:;dueus duty of a—ssia‘amggln wnload-g
ing the*i:ineoln”}waa lig'hteréd ashorejthe march was iﬁnﬁediately taken
up for Fort Boguen beyond the city of Brest,and here the 106th bive
ouaced _ﬁn‘hil the 28th, leanvhile hhe 52nd Artillery Brigade of thé 27th
division had been diverted to the port of St.Nazaire where it disem-
barked. This _seming_lyfs.tmng_e __,diqus-ition\ of our artillery is ‘agwlgivn-f
ed by the fact that the é‘l’ep:leted British Infantry demanded immediate ;
re-iﬁgrgememt if its lines were to be held. Witvlim respect tvo’ grtillerry-~
suppeort gthe British lacked nething;;it waa‘thefefpge'deemad expedi‘}en.'l: to

g_;lac'e the &rt;illexy on ot‘hér fronts wher:e' i‘hsv serviceués. would be gf' »
| greater value. ‘It was not until after the armistice that these arms of
the service were re-united as units of thé 27th division.

7 Leaving the fort on May 28th,the reglment entrained
at Brest for a pla.ce ca.lled Noyelles sur Mersthe journey consumed twa
- days of discomfart. It was on this ecccassion that the men of the 1061:.1"1
became intmately acqualnted with rail transportatmn after the French
manner,and more partlcularly with the secrete associated with the term
| %40 HOMMES -- & CHEVAUX"; but as the regiment at that time had not &
smgle cheval,it was a questlon of hommes onlys told off in groups of
'for‘by,the men were leaded without ceremony into ca.ttle cars reeking
with the n&uaaﬁtmﬁg stench of foul pens and in this loathscme a-.tmaa-
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phere they wallowed throughout the'jdu;neyyvéhe pfﬁichs}tga:expe:b
ienced gvthxi;lg'betwegn Brest apd“Rennes in Normandy,enemy_snipers
in ambush along the line,fired into thezofficer's'coaches,narrawiy
missingvthﬁir'markl At Nayelleé,twe air raidg sent British veterans
flying to dug-outs! But the men of the 106th,not yet realizing the
frightful Possibilities of such ralds,appeareé to enjoy the perfer-
mance much as a child enjoys a circus. - o

‘ 5 - In each instance the air was suddenly filled with
that alternating whir peculiar to the Gemman Fokarsplercing rays searck
ing ;he-hearens;caught,the plane,holding~it‘in silhewettejas‘anti»airu‘
craft batteries went inte sction.Thus brapped,escape seemed impossible;
but the cunming raider was not to be brought to earth. Rearing upvard
ihtu ﬁhe black vni&;he eluded hié pursders and was gane4‘-- but not
until he had4rocked thg earth in the vmclnity of the camp with hla
infernal baﬁbs& | | :

’Breaking‘camp early‘on‘th& morning‘of Eag 5lstgthe .

lOﬁth.Infantry marched for-ths British training araa-ln this ehange
of statlon,the 1st hattallan occupled Le Festel,Hanchy and Cumont
famm,tha 2nd hattallon,cneux,REuwxlle and the Srd baxtaliangﬁillen-‘

courte Tr&;ning wa.8 eontlnued under’thﬁ"BrltISh system and under Bri-

' tish instructors.It is interesting te note that of all American di-

vigions of the A.E,F.,the 27th and 30th were honored in being selected
to reﬁain with the British until the close of hostilitieng these div-

isions it will be recalled,constituted the 2nd Corps.Early in Jume the
27th Division was for purposes of support and coerdination,assigned to
the Géth.Brltlsh Division, a depleted unit of the 3rd Brltish.Army. Low

in numbers and morale through app&lllng battle losses sustalned in the

- great German drive of the preceding Mareh,th;s division,a mere skeje=-

ton of its former self had been withdrawn from:the line for rest and

re-organization. Its officers and non-commissioned officers selected
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as instructors were assigned to the 2nd Corps area and under these
veterans the 106th Infantry absorbed much valuable knowledge in the
art of modern warfare. | _ " | |

‘ Through the sudden death of Bngadler General Mich:.eg,
on June 4th 1918,the command of the 53rd Infantry Brigade devolved
temporarily on Colonel James M.Andrews of the 1051;11 Infantry. Since
the 2nd Corps was to operate mth the Brltlsh,tha Problem of cacrdl- ‘
na.t:.ng tha issue of small arms ammunition was solved in an exchange of
ams*a.ccordlngly,the reglment turned in 1ts“Eddystone“r1£1és Cd1:30~0on
the night of June 6th,thus being: mthou’c arms untll the.s follawmg da.y,

when it ms issued thez British "Short Enfle;;i.{‘gegl‘.:s@a;this_ sgmlqable-

weapen is a ten shot magazinme rifle fitted with a knife bayonet in
which the "Fommy® places great veliancecand in the use of which he is
& past master. | |

Evacua.t.ing the St .Va.lary tralning area. on June l'mh, the‘

106th reglmnt cmsseé t.he rmar Sommegeontlnmng its mareh towa:cd the
- sector ‘h‘efldhy the 3rd Bri_ﬁlsh“ Amy_;that night the 1st };atta.ll on rgﬁt- :
ed at Helicourt,the 2nd battalion at Gamaches and the 3rd battalion at

Hontieres. Regimental Headquarters had on the 15th,moved frem Coulom-

villers to Acheux and thence to Harcelaines; om June 21st,Headquartess

‘and the 1lst battalion occupied Quesnoy-le Montant,the 2nd battalion Mia
nnay,and thé 3M,Hymemille‘.‘ en' .Tuné: 2znd',ﬂeadgu&rtars mcé-ed: up to St‘.

Requier,the 1st battalion marching to Millencourt,the 2nd to Neuilly

1'Hopital and the 3rd to Hauﬁv‘illeraﬂ the foliowing day Headquarters

advanced. to Rlbeaucourt,the lst ba.ttallon to Epecampa,the 2nd to Gorges
and the 51:6. to Lanches-Fransu E‘r&nquev:.lle. On June 24th the march was
again taken up with Bonneville as the }o’bj‘ectlm of Headquarters and‘the
lst battalion,the 2nd battalion moving i;:tmmqntrele‘tafnd the 31‘& bate-
taliaﬁ resting at Fieffes, These troep ‘ﬁiaﬁ’mﬁen’s wefe not aeﬁfined‘. to

the 106th Infantry alone;the entlre 27th division had by now eoncentra—
BR\T\&H ‘

“ ted within the secte: a.nd was assigned to the 3rd Amy Reseme. :
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Enemy air ralds had become a nlghtly occurrance; in=-
deed the troaps were suhgected‘to these frlghtful wlsit&tlona through=-

out ﬁhe‘enp;re period of &ctiwe‘eperat;ansx'Whlle in the area of the

: 5:@ Armys,troops of the 27th divigion took over a system of trenches

>constructed in anticipation of a push-through from the general direct-
ien of Arrasjthese trenches constituted the British.reserwé Iiné;vﬁn
one occa331on as the 3rd battalion of the regiment was returnlng to
billets,a,Genman Plane suddenly appeared overheadl Fortunately'the last
unit Qf‘the battal;on had cleared the road,when four bombs were dropped
in quick}sud¢essiant Taking full advantage of natural cover offered by

thick foliage skirting a stream paralleling the highway,the battalion

' splashed through to safetyj the plame had by this time disappeared;but

a.smg¢ga»af'b1&ek.8mcke rising above the tree tops showed plainly where
the road had been badly pitted for a distance of two hundred yardsi b
Thecdivision: moved north from Picardy on July 2nd,en-

‘training at Eouquemaisun,neullens and Candas;fér‘tha‘sectar'of‘the’w&r

- worn 2nd British Army. In this movemént,the 106th Infantry proceeded

by rail from Candas,detralning at Arques in Flanders during the night
of the Srd‘ for the first time in weeks,the reglment was here unlted.

It was at Candas that 2nd Lieu't Samual D.Davies of Gompany*l[" dis-
tinguished hxmsel£ in renderlng herele service beyond the call of duty «
A.railhhsadaof&ennamdemahiewmmpmrtanee located within the eonflne%af
the town,attracted much attention from the &ir;enamy'planes persisted
in bombing the area,hoping to déstruy'the rail-head.,A fire attribﬁtﬁd
to aerial bombing was discoveded in a storéhnwseﬂfilled with live am~
munitionz“tm?ediately upon its discovery,Lieutenant Déviaa and & raile
»hea@ det&chment of the 106th‘1nfantry'unde:-his command,enteréd the
burning structure and at great personal risk,succeeded in removing a
vast amount of stores and ammunitione. For this hereic deed he was cited

in the following commendations-
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Headquarters,27th Division,U;S.A.
American Expeditionary Forces,
France.

June 28th,1918.

From: Chief of Staff,27th Div.
To: C.0.106th Infantry.
Subjeet: Commendation,2nd Lt.Davies.

"l: The Division Commander directs me to
express his commendation of the excellent work re-
ported to have been done by a detachment of the 106th
Infantry under the command of 2nd Lieut. Samuel D.
Daviesyatuaifire' which oceurredrin’ the'villageiof.
Candas on the night of June 26th,1918."

"2: The report referred to was submitted by
Captain Edward Miller,Q.M.C.,N.G.U.S.,and indicated
that by the efforts of Lieutenant Davies and his de-
tachment,a vast amount of property and munitions were
salvaged under exceptionally difficult eircumstances."
: 23: A copy of this letter will be furnish-
to Lieutant Davies for his information and one
copy will be filed with his efficiency report."

Stanley H.Ford
Lieut. Col.,Gen'l Staff.
Chief of Staff.
(Cireumstances)
"Fire was apparently started by a bomb dropped
by enemy aircraft."

Honorable mention is also due the men of the de-
tachment who by their devotion to duty contributed to the success

of the dangeroua enterprlse.

At mldnight of July a/4th the regiment marched from
Arques enveloped in clouds of dust. Veterans will agree that\this
night march proved one of the three outstanding hikes of the regiment
in the war. Entering the city of St. Omer a mysterious uncanny at-
mosphere seemed to grip the marching column;.this was a dead city --
repelling;silent as the grave! The unbroken rhythm of hobbed boots on
rough cobbles the absolute silence in ranks and a full moon creating a
shadowy regiment keeping step with the 106th transformed the living
into a ghost army on some unearthly mission! The troops were now well
within a labyrinth of crazj’narrow streets with no guiding light, no

reassuring ray from windows heavily boarded.
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As the column penetrated stlll.further,isolated patrols
of British Infantry darted from ever deepenlng shadawa with startling
suddeness,their bayonets flashing in the moonlight ,and satlsfled that

nall was well,disappea;ed as euddenly,into some dark lair! Emerging at

last from this realm‘ofﬂsileneegﬁhe regimenpkhit_eff over open'country
anq p:eeent1y skirting a canal,held to it for milesjhospital barges
moored to improvised daeks,bpre mute testimony of their @ission in
those parts. An outpost guarding a bridge barred the waysbut it was
only foi a moment jthe regiment was off once m0£e acrosa~fhezfield3.

‘ Heavy flrlng far to the right told the positions of the
gunsethe roar'of enemy planes,punctuatea with blindlng flashes 1nd1~ :
catedethe loeality pf pu:sting‘eamaal bombs dropped from the sky in

an‘at;empt to locate and destroy the gunners. And so the march was con-

xtinued»until dawn of the 4th af Ju1y when‘the‘goal was reached;etaggar;

1ng under the weight of full p&cks and slnglng some favorlte marchlng
song, == enélng always w1th the battle cry I TNEOLA®S - WMINEOIAF lthe
glucky regiment went into blllets-thls was at Leder&eele in Plandera.
In keeylng'w1th the spirit of therday;thenband headed,by the‘lnzmltable

Barney Toy,marched and eountermarched through the town,playlng patrlmm—‘

ic airs and popular medleys in a vain attempt to revive the weary troapm

but to no avail for by now the men were Wrapyed in slumber.

Mention has already heen made of the depleted 3rd Bri-
tish Army and of the 66th Division of that army with which the 2?th
division tra;ned;Before‘contlnulngglet us refresh our memoryww1th &
synopsis of the stirring events surroﬁnding the eperatioms of the 2nd
Brltish Army prior to the arrlval 1n Flanders of the 2nd American Corps.
Following the great German offenslve 1aunched against the Channel‘Ports
in Mareh 1918,:esu1thg in the retlrement qf the drd A;my outh of Ypres
between}Epntaine;les;Croisil;es4and 1a Fere,the rout of the 5th Army,

which in reality formed the right of the British line,and the breaching
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of the line on its right,a situation most favorable for a push=-through
to the coast and indeed to Paris,confronted the Allies!
The eyes of the world were now on Marshal Foch,General.
in;chief of the allied a:mies in France. Through superb strategy and
supporting French divisions,the gap was clased and the Germaen drive
was stopped at Villers Bretonneux,south of the Corbie-Amiens lime mnear
Amiens,but not until enemy patrols had actually penetrateé thé en=
virqné of_that citye. If Fbch contemplated & counter offensive,his pla ns
fell flat;for with the sviftnass of lightning the Germgps,on April 9th,
launched another offensivel ~; this time against the 2nd British Army
in Flandéra‘,on a front extending generally from Ypres along the can-
al de.laYBassee to the river Lys and thencevte,Armentieres; The Ger-
man push on this front created the Ypres salient. |
: 7 Flushed with initial successes,his assaults became even
more violentiIn quick succession Armentieres,Ploegsteert and Messines
fell to the invadersi Realizing fully the extremely dangerous situat-
ion,numerous French divisions were rushed to the aid of the hard pre-
ssed crumbj}ing British defensive positions which had been literally
blown from Wytschaete Ridge east of Mt.Kemmel,and finally from Mt.
Kemmel itself,thus losing to the enemy.a position of great stfategic
value. With bull dog tenacity the British with backs tbrthﬂ;wall§
carried on for King and country as best they could,hoping for the
early arrival of fresh American infantr&; this hope was realized with

the coming early in July of the 2nd American Corps,whereupen the 27th

‘division of that eorps moved forward to the Oudezeele area.

In this situation the disposition-of-the 2nd American
Corps placed the 27th division with the l9th.British Corps and the 30th
diwisian‘with the 2nd Britiéh qups,operaﬁing on»the_ndrth of the first
named. Meanwhile the Bnd Army,contesting every inch of ground lost,had

gained.a‘fOOthoid west of Mt.Kemmel and had established several defemn-

sive linessy of these,we confine our observations to the three principal
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systeﬁs. The first extending raughly frﬁm Scherpehberg Hill On the
anqveast_of_chkebusch Lake,consﬁltuted the first or frogt line« The
'second,known as the Westoutre Line,fbllewed a geﬁérgl ¢course em=
bracimg ﬁhe town of’WEStout?e;ﬁeattha;m,Guderdam,Wellington amd‘
Ottawa Farmssbehind this,a third line(including the lesser Wippen-
hoek‘énd Reningﬁelsﬁ”systeps)exten@ing‘fram Anjou Farm on the nazth,
to Condiment ef&ss and‘thence to Mersey Gross'on the south,consti-
tuted the line of re51stance and was known as the Bast Poperlnghe
I‘ine. - e et
: on Jnly ?th 1918, the 2nd American Corpa received ‘
orders to take over the"Bast Pop“ lina,at the same time,the 27th
divisien,charged Wlth the-requn31bllity'of daveloping and defen&-
ing that portion of the line within its alloted sector, -- a fromt
 of apyrdximately three thousand yards,prepared to move forWafd.@Iear&u
the Oudezeele area,the l06th~Infantry;entraineé_at Winnezeele on
July léath,de:t.ra.ming'at St.Momelin. Marching framthfe rail-head,
ﬁeadquarteravand the 2nd batt&liéh reated at St.M&xting&qu&ert,thg -
lst and Srdvbattéliaﬁn oeéugyiﬁg‘TilQ@és; in thia/mewemantvby'rail ;if
a Shnrtage of bax—éars«ccﬁpeilé& ﬁhe~léadiﬁg’dflt?aa@s’ch“apen“flataﬁ‘
the Journey belng accampllshed in a<driving rain. o

5 In the defense of the East Poperlnghe Lane.alter-
natlng'b&ttallons manned the trenchea°upon belng relieved these traopé
were marched to the rear for rifle practlce and training. Veter&na
of the regiment will recall trecking along the bloedy »St‘eemro.:‘rde-
Abeele road with intervals of five hundred yards between battaliéns,_
and eﬁerhuﬁdfed‘and_fifty yards‘beiweenVcdmpanies;wthisﬂ?d&¢ cpnstan€—
ly subjected to artillery 3h3111352°r°939d,thﬁ F;ench&Belgi&n front-
ier at the town Qf Abeelsit was ﬁ@e'main axiel,rdad for troops and |

sapplies moving up inte the lines.
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On July 25th the 106th Infantry moved forward to the
front line shoulder to shoulder with its English cousins. Thus we find
the 1st battaliancarpying on with the 122nd and 124th Brigades, B.E.F.,
the 3rd battalion with the 10th West Kents facing Mt. Kemmels;and the::
2nd battalion in reservé behind the Wippenhoek Line in the viecinity of
Chile Farm. These changes of station were accomplished at night over
dismal wastes and trails made slippery by constant rains; add to these
disheartening surroundings persis?ent shelling and aerial bombing with
ever increasing casualities! On August 6th His Maqesty, King George’of
England, visited the 27th division area inspecting units in the immediate
vicinity. On that day Lieut. Colonel Morris N. Liebmann of the:X0&tho -
Infantry was killed by shell fire! Qélbnel,Liebmann'had served for many
yéats in the old 23rd Regiment having commenced his‘military career ihr
the National Guard of the State of New York, as Privatq‘Company'"I" as
did his lifelong friend Captain Jerome F. Langer, Commanding Company ®"I"
who on fhis‘sad occasion lay desperately woundeds his miraculous escaﬁé
from sudden death reads like fietion! = s

Having compléted a tour at the front with the 41st
(British) division, he, 1st Lieut. Albert V. Clements and a detachment
of men under the guidance of a British soldier attempted a withdrawal
frbm the trenches. All went'weli.until the little party reached the
western slopes of ﬁhe Scherpengerg, When‘without warning they were sub-
jected to severe shelling from the direction of Mt. Kemmel! Several of
Athe detachment including the guide were blown into eternity! Captain
Langer, suffering no less than sixteen wounds carried on and bykhisxilﬁ;g
heroic example the survivors managed to reach their_lines, many of them
ineluding Lieut. Clementé severly wounded! The high standard of loyalty
manifested by officers and men of the regiﬁent was reflected not only in
courageous performanée of duty but in innumerable instances by acts of
valor far beyond the call of duty. Realizing the fitility ofvany attempt
to publish in this history a‘faithful record of those:deserving:speeial:
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mention, the Writer respectfully declines to treat with so delicate
a snbject; the reader is referred tc-Appendix ) in which will be
found a complete roster of those eited in orders.
7ith the receipt of orders on August 15th directing
the defense of the Dickebuseh Line by the 27th division it was realized
that for the first time, the division wpuld be "on its own"; the with-
drawal of the 6th (Brltish) d1v1sion commenced during the night of the
2lst was completed under heavy‘high explosive shelling; with this for-
ward movement Division Headquarters advanced from~0udezeele to Douglas
Camp near Abeele. 1Ip the defense of the East Poperinghe llne,'-- July
gth to August 23rd 1nelusive, the 106th Infantry lost twenty six men .
killed in actlon or died af wounds, one officer and eeventy three men
wounded and six men gaased.;;;w, X
»7l“ i d~ s Wlth the a331gnment of Colonel Andrews of the 105th
'fInfantry to the temporary eommand of the 53rd Infantry Brlgade and the
death of Lieut. Colenel L;ebmann.of that regiment, the 105th found it-
self‘with,mt\ a head. Iﬁ’a:j_er Berry of the 106th Infantry was aceordingly
assigned to the edmmand;of’the'idsth Infantry and wasdsubsequenﬁly
commissioned its Lieutenant Colonel. By'ﬁhis eircumstanee, Captain
Hetzel of Company "F" assumed GOmmand of the 2nd battallon,‘with the
subsequent arrival of Maaor Sidney G. De Kay who shortly'thereafter
- was ass1gned to the 106th the command of that battallon was relinquished
by Captain Hetzel. |
| | This brings us to the disﬁosition of the division
during the occupation of the Dickebusch Line from August 24th to August
30th inglusive; The;lOﬁth and 106th regiments comprising the 53rd Inw
fantrg Brigade were honored in being asSigned to the front lines the
iess forfunate 107th and lGEth‘regiments'cbmprising the 54th Infantry
Brigade, were designated the Reserve. During the night of August 23rd

the 53rdﬁbrigade:moved forward under heavy gas shell=-
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ing. The follgwing'mqrning,foqnd the 106th Infantry in the vicinity
of Micmac Farm gnd!GretqavBedoubtqths_gnd battalion in regimental re-
serves the 105th Infantry ocgupiea.st:ong positiQns on the left ofrthe
lOGthgThe defensefof this important secﬁqr,cqmprising'the general vi-
cinity of Dickebusch Lake,showed eonsider&blevaggressive activity in
making and repelling raids. Under perfect observation from enemy po=-
sitions on Mt.Kemmel,the lines were subjected to almost conStan@ushﬁll-
ing,machine gun fire and gassinggsnipers,always a source of annoyance,
harassed the Americans f:om‘wgll‘chésgp’pointa difficult to locate. Eme
my'fpgmaﬁians opposing the %?th aiVigian'in_this sector gomp:isgérunits
of Prince Ruprecht's group of armies. Battle casualties sﬁstaingd by
the 106th Infantry in this action were fifteen men ki1£ed in act;en'
oi died of wounds,one officer and forty nime men wounded and fdur‘oﬂ;
flcers and one hundred and slx‘men gasaedl

: Ieav1ng what is officially known as the"Defensive
Sector“,theud1W151on entered the bloady “Ypres-nys Offensive.”lntel-
1igence reports indicating the evacuation of Ei.KBmmel by the enemy,
were recelveﬁ an August SOthglf these reports prwved true,the Yprea-

Pt rodialbn bt
Lys s&llent would in allxprobxllty cégse to existjthese reports cor-
roborated the same day through prisoners of war, were supplemented,by
information that the Germans would that very night withdraw to power-
ful’defensive pbsitions on Messines Ridge! High commanﬂ decided at once
to*tékeﬂnhe?éfféﬁgimejagdvgi?aﬁbabtle. On the morning eof the.alst,re—
cqnnaissance,patrols pushed well f@rwa:d,gaining}conﬁaet with the ene-
'my;subjected ﬁo‘machine‘gun fire and sniping,they were held up and un=-
able»tb,further advance}foqght‘their way back with a loss of nine men
wounded and twelve missing. The 53r& brigade had in the meantime re-
ceived its hattle\crders. |
~ We digress for the momeﬁt to show the disposition

of the 106th Infantry in the énsuing battle and to tabulate the names
of officers dﬂmmudsﬁmgbtawmEﬁsﬁ@aagg;5tﬂff\ﬁndwof Gompany pfficers

participating in the actiom, ‘
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cﬁianal‘Wiiiia’ A tuyinr,eammunding.
éﬁpw:tn JéaephiA .S, ¥y G0 JE

Sain Jamss P Go0ks Pensonnal ‘Kdjutant

aptaln Arthur V.Mc Dermott Operations 6fficer

Captain William E.Blaisdell,Supply 6fficer
1st Lieu't William A.Hunter,Intelligence Officer
Major Lucius A.Balisbury,Medical Dep't.,Att.
lstiLieutt | Joseph L.GiIman,Gas. Officer;.,
Chaplain FPrank I.Hanscom
Chaplain George C.Eilers
Ca.pta.ln G.W.B.Witten,6th Dlv.R.F.A.,.&ttached.

ASSAULT ECHELG
(Right sub-sector)
Pirst Battalion.

Lees Cox ﬁAN:Plﬁs Coshag",

Major Ransom H.Gillet,Commanding.
lst Lieu't Ames T.Brown,Batt'n Adj't.

Company”c” : Company"G"®
Captain John T.Sheehan lst Lieutt Albert G.Reinert

lst Lieu't John A.Nelson ‘ 2nd Lieu't Frank A.Knowles
2nd Lieu't J&mes A.Malloy :

Left sub-sector
( Third Battallon)

Major Henry S.Hildreth,Commanding.

lst Lieu't Chester P.Jones,Batt'n Adj't.
lst Lieu't Erdmann Brandt,attached with
s8ix trench mortars and three 37mm guns.

- Company"K"* Company *L* &umpany“M“

lst Lt .Edward A.Gray 1lst ILt.H.C.Stevens Jr. Cpt,Harry F. Sullivan
lst Lt.Willard M.Webster lst It.Ira A.Hodes 2nd Lt.Horace B.Scanlon
2nd Lt.Bdward L.Bonney

(Right sub-sectar)

Company*D®* ; Company"B"*
lst Lieu't Matthew J.A.Wilson | l1st Lieu't €harles QOstberg
lst Lieu't Bdward L.Ryan 2nd Lieu't George W.Turner

2nd Lieu't Frederick W.Rozeck

(Left sub-sector)
Company"™I"

lst ILieu't Louis Peterson
2nd Lieu't John R.Clark

282



_EE&EHVE.;
Second Battalion
Less Co."G"ePlus Go.“AF

Major Sidney G.De Kny,Commanding.
lst Lieu't PFrederiec K.long,Batt'n Adj't.

Company"H* Company"A" Company"E"

lst Lt.lennox C.Brennan lst Lt.Gilbert P.Rudkin lst Lt.Thomas F.Ward Jr.
2nd Lt.Frank P.Ulrich l1st ILt.James B.Post 3rd.

 Company"Ft*

Capt JFoster G.Hetzel
lst Lt.York W.Brennan

ATTACHED.

Captain Nils P.larsen,Med.Dep't.

lst Lieu't Robert S.Cleaver,lMediDep't.
1st Lieu't Joseph B.Adams,Med.Depit.
lst Lieu't Sexton €.Roane,lMed.Dep't.
lst Lieu't Walter C.Tilden,lMed.Dep't.
1st Lieutt Harry,E Rlee;Dental Corps.

.

A N ( P s e i
donoT deutt | TCTEC Lelia XY,

Early morming of August 3lst,found the 53rd Infamtryh
Brigade on its mark,with the 54th Brigade in reserve.The battle of
| Vierstraat Ridée,the opening=engagement‘of the Ypres-Lys offensive,com-
‘menced with the advance of the 105th Infantry shortly before}hoon of
- that d@y'without a covering harﬁage denied by the British as unwérrante
ed;‘The 30th division on the left of the 27th,advancing within its seec-
tor,maintaining liaison with the 105th Infantry,pushéd on to Voorme~
zeele which was promptly occcupieds In the vain hope of checking the
advance of the American Infantry,German guns rained shells'&gross the.
entire frontsthe bombardment answered in turn by British artillery of
all calibres,reduced to a minimum the menacing fire. |
In the early afternoon the 105th Infantry attacked
and carried Major's ?Qst and Captaints Po§t,while on the right,fhe
106th Infantry with dash and deteﬁminaticn advanced to,and crossed

Cheapside and York Roadsgsthe entire line was now consolidated,.
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By referring to the accompanying map it will be noticed that the task
assigned the 106th Infantry called for turhing the right'of the line
from its original front to one facing due east; with the 105th Infantry
~acting as a pivot the 106th advanced its right elements; it will at once
be seen that in executing the swing the regiment bore the brunt of the
advance; to prove this assertion, it is but necessary to compare battle
casualities of the regiments partieipating. |

105th Infantry
Aug. 31" - Sep. 2"

Killed in Died of = Wounded: Gassed: Missing: Captured
action: wounds: | _ . _
21 2 69 52 2 ‘ none

106th Infantry
Aug. 31% - Seps 2"

Killed in = Died of ‘Wounded Gassed: Missing: Captured
action: wounds:_. . | . ' ; .
44 3 267 41 oy 5

Within the regiment Major Hildreth's hattalioq appears
td‘have taken the most punishment. It was during the eariy stages of th
bettlet that:Major:De-Kay had seleeted three dug-outs in the reserve line
‘one of thése dug-outs served‘the purpose of Battalion Post of Command,
while the remaiping two were to shelter battalion persohnel. According-
‘ly; a @gtachment of four men, lst Sergeant William J. Doherty, Corppra;
James A. Harlington,'Corporél John A. Tyack and Ppivate 1st‘01assJthn
J. Michaels entered one of theseudugwouts. The Major had in the mean-
time left the vicinity on a tour of inspection; suddeniy with a terrify-
ing roar an explosion demulished the dug-out in whieh the detachment had
taken shelter killing instantly the whole party! |

By evening of the 31lst the first phase of the action was
history with added glory achieved by the gallant troops of the 53rd
brigade in.this their first battle.EaﬁzylﬁhﬁEmofxéﬁﬁﬁgmﬁgﬁﬁgﬁénghg%mgath

¢ontinued ‘thecturning movement pivoting 14 3rd batiallvh’son’the 105th
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attvierstraat;In this_advanca_chSethMEax'lst,thgvleéth took Ghinésa
'trénch,and held the Vierstraa$-ﬁyﬁdhaet¢ road. Counter-attacking,the
Germans retook ehinesevt;enep,d:ivipgrSullivan's company te covert His
retiremgnt was however,but momentarysseeing their comrades in digtress,
groups of the regiment rushed to his assistance,retaking the trench
with severe losses to its defenders., The regimental Machine Gun Com=-
pany'belng then at Bussebcam,dld not participate in the battlejbut
the c¢déficiency was overcome through staunch support recelved from
the 105th Machine Gun Battalion. As the battle progressed,company“D”
moved to the right of Company"G"™ and Company"B"™ to the left of Com-
pany"C".By hard fighting the 106th Infantry‘aucceéded.in advancing
its line to the railway in the viéinity of Wﬁtchaehéaﬁidgéd@hich was
firmly held throughout the night in the face of heavy bombardments.
The final objective,reached during the morning ef.
September 2nd,established a line from Northern Brickstaff on the
south,to Middle Farm on the north. The brigade‘was withdramn undexr
cover of darkness,September 2nd,the 106th Inféntry being relieved by
the 122nd Briﬁish Brigade and the 5th East Surreysjthe regiment there-
upaﬁ marched to Napier'entraining(wia narrow gauge)far the Rattekot
rest area preparatory to éntraining foeroullens. Tﬁué»terminated tha
service of the 27th division with the 2nd British Army., To those who
participated in the &ctlons of the"Defensive Sector® and in the battle
of Vierstraat Ridge,the memory oﬁéherpenberg,La Glytte,aerdon Farm,
Milky Way,Hallébast Corners,Indus Farm,Ouderdom,Reninghelst,Anjou Fanm,
Hague Farm,Dickebusch Huts and Remy Siding will endure as long as life.
lasts. Of the officers listed in the‘fcregoing roster,the following

named were killed in actionz-

B s i oa o P
2nd Lieu'*t Frank A.Knowles

= WONUNDED IN ACTIQN . —
Msj or Iueius- A.Salisbury,Med.Dep't
lst Lieu*t Ira A.Hodes k
2nd Lieu't George W.Turner
2ND Lieu't SAM BRAIR.
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2nd Lieu't Horace B.Scanlon
2nd Lieu't Edward L.Bonney
2nd Lieu't John R.Clark
2nd Lieu't Frank P.,Ulrich

~ In this battle ths_1ine was advanced two and one ha;f‘miles;
- the ﬁatal number of prisoners taken were forty seven. of eneﬁy material,
the:éyggg/éaptured sixty three machine guns,eleven minnenwerfers and cne
field piece. The'eneﬁy»oppesite the Z?th‘diwision in the battle of Vier=
straat Ridge were the 236th Infanfry Division,8th Infantry Division and

532nd Infantry Division. ‘ R ‘ ' '/

With the assignment mf‘Brigédier Generalbﬁlbert‘H.Blan&ing>"
to the c@nmand af the 53rd Infantry Brigade on September lst,lgla,Colans
.el,Andrews.returned to the 105th Infantry.General Blandlng is of; tha |
Floriﬁa National %uard and at present(1936)holés the responsible and
dignified post of Ghief of the Militia Bureau with rank of Major General.
" In the movement, by rall from Waayenberg to mondicourt,the leéth Infant-_
ry toeck with.it rolling kltchens,aff;aersameunta and draft animalsgln  ;'
short,the entire impedimenta of the ‘regiment accompanied it on thiz
'Journey'south tu the Eeauqu&sne area. Betralning at Mondicourt on Sey; o
tembar Sth,thﬁ march was taken up wlth.BoulIens as tme abjectlveghere i
the treeps were bllletedsa partlon of the reglment occupying the Qlt&dﬁli
--= a grim fortress of mﬁdiaeval‘armgln‘glder than the anc;ent cltﬁ‘iﬁ-_,
self.Taking full advantage of thié_respihé fzdm battle,gerwice,thevrggi-,
ménttproeeeded to clean up and rest while:itwmighx,little‘dreaﬁing of
~ the fierce‘ordeal through which it was destined to pass before the end
of that eventful month. |

Between Septaﬁbex Sth‘and 223d,th@ 106th continugd its
training,partiéipated in maneuvers,stood innumerabl& inspectians,ﬁh%zgﬁﬁ

hmg&mikhﬁwiﬁﬁ;BﬂﬁéwﬁaﬁwéﬁpIEtﬁﬁara@kamanﬁ;re;fitkgdl“Ih“theimiﬁkt ofout

th@%eﬁé@ti%ﬁtieﬁ;vé'@rﬁfoiﬁﬁm@%hniﬁg?hﬁﬁtléfﬁ@ﬁ@ﬂhi%ea&étbﬁsth&e&éﬁ@@iﬁﬂ
ﬁhﬂfaﬁeaﬁﬂf'thwﬁan&iﬁorps§thﬁ@wﬁh@ﬁe*ﬁdmér@uwexeﬂwélmﬁfdundédl&herﬁﬁis&%@
'aahﬁn&gnﬁr@r&&ﬁ.aﬁuwingﬂﬁhﬁﬁaimarﬁﬁnﬁﬁbfwthagaanﬁaﬁh@ﬁregim@ngsnﬂMbening‘
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thirty nine officers and two thousand and f.’ifty eight men marched
from Doullens accompanied by a train of sixty limhers.Entra;ining
very early in the morning of the day following,the 106th journied
to the dismal Tincourt area which .wa.s reached the same nightjde-
tmining,the regiment went into bivouac. .

It seems proper at this point te give a résumé of
events culminaxtiﬁg in the now famous battle of the equally famous
Hindenburg Line in which the 2nd American Corps in ge‘nera;l and the
ldﬁth Infantry in partiéularf were to play an eminently important
partythe pertinent facts relevant to the operations and achievements
of the regiment will be recorded in detail hereinafter.

The great Hindenbufg, defenaife system comprised not

only the Maik Line,but several intemediate Lines running generally
north and southsy of these we are more particularly ir;terested in the
study of that portion ef the syste&x lying within the tactical boundf-w
ry of the 2nd American Corps amd more especially within the sector
asSigned the 27th Division.FProtected by gréa;tmasses of barbed wire
erected in successive belts extending far to the fromt,the Hinden-
burg Lq‘.na_ was further ‘secu,r.ed by a series of autéﬂ'uforks known as Strang
Pdints;; these in the e:d_ér named marked the northerly,c enter and south
erly limits of the sector su‘nsequently‘_assigngé the 27th Division. |
THE KNOLL overloocked the M‘aeqaineawrt Tl{flialleyo Fifteen hundred yards-
to the south lay battered GUILLEMONF FARM overloaking Claymore Valley.
The third Strong Point,QUENNEMONT FARM,lay between Dirk Valley and
Melakoff Woody the Main Line lay approximately twelve hundred and
fifty yards to the east of the Out-Works.

Facing the Out-Works of the Hindenburg, Line,numer=

ous péats dotted the Britiah Worksimost prominent of these were
Tombois E‘am,Egg Post,Doleful Post,Duncan Post,Cat Poa;ﬁ sBull Post,
Benjamin Po-st,Rif‘leman Post and Hussar Postj these positions f’ig,ureé.‘\
Prominently in the advance of the 106th Infantry and are therefofe ‘
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mentioned by name. In the ensuing battle the 53rd Infantry Brigade
. = -

of the 27th (American) Division covered a front of no less than four »

thousand yards! The initial attaeck on the out-workéAcommenced on the
morning of September 18th when the Australian Corps assaulted and
carried their first objectives; in this the Australians were supported
by seven hundred and fifty 18 pounder guns and two hundred and twenty
five howitzers! On tne right the 9th (British) Corps had with great
difficulty taken the first objective while on the left, the 3rd

‘(British) Corps had failed! Three divisions comprising this Corps
had failed in a task subsequently glven over to the 27th American
D1v131on' v

| Again on September 19th the 9th and 3rd (British)

Corps failed utterly in earrying their objéctivea! In the meantime
the Australians and 74th (British) Division had takén and were holdé
ing the Out-Works covering the southerly half of the tunnel sector
later taﬁen over by the 30th division of the 2nd (American) Corps.

- This then was the éituation c0nfronting the British on the morning
of September 20th. 3till confident, the attack was resumed'on the
21st by the 3fd‘(British) Corps; in this the 74th division of that
Corps advanced on Qiénriemont Farm, Quinnet Copse and Guillemont Farm,
while the 18gimg23iglon struggled on toward the Knoll. Again the
desperate enterp;ise failed with sevefe losses in battle casuvalities
to the now utterly exhausted British! Once more atlmidnight of the

21st/22nd the attack was pushed forward in a forlorn hope which as
before ended in dismal failure! It is at this point that the 27th
(American) division appearsyonA%heﬁseene.

It may here be remarked that the question of which
of the two divisions of the 2nd (American] Gorpé, i.e.t the 27th or
the 30th would be assigned to the northerly sector of the Corps area
was decided personally by Ma;%i;%ggd who justlfled his selection of

the 27th division in his belief! (based on personal‘observatlon) that
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the experience and tfaining of this division warranted its being
given that honor. A% a conference of Corps, Division, Brigade and
Regimental Commanders, the situation and general plan of attack was
stressed with respeet to the all important task assigned the troops
which wbuld ppe;atewin the dangerous northerly sectprf VInﬂhis“bgok
"The Story 6f The 27th Di#ision“ Ma jor General O'Ryan, €ommanding
the divis;qh sﬁateg that Lieut. General Monash Commanding the Australi
an Corps stipulated that but ONE regiment of the 27th division would
be assigned to make the attaek across the entire divisional front!
All other regiments of the division must be held in reserve fdr par-
ticipation inthe attack on the Main Line scheduled to commence ohk
September 29th; it was later decided that one regiment would support
the regiment which was chosen fo assault.

During the confeérence General Monash inquired of Genera
O'Ryan which regiment would be seleéted to lead offs to this General
\O‘Ryan replied that the 106th Inféntry would be the ONE regiment and
and that the 105th Infantry would suﬁport the 106th; It appears sige-
hificant that in comparing the numerical strength of ﬁhe several,reéi-
ments of the division as of September 26th the 106th mustered but
two thousand and thirty seven meng to comparevthe comparative rifle
strengﬁh of these regiments the reader is referred to the following
table:

105th Infantry
Officerss: Other ranks:

73 2659

106th _Infantry
41 | 2037

-10%th Infantry
86 2895

108ty Infantry
82 2978
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Accordingly,the 106th Infantry worked itself forward during the
night of September 24th;by daylight of thg 25th,all units of the
regiment were in the front lines supported by the 105th Infantry
ﬁhich lay to the east of Ronssoy;hy this disposition the 74th and
lBth(Britisq)divisions had been relieved by troeps of the 27th di-
vision.

During the afternoen of September 26th,General O'Ryan
visited Colonel Tayler in the lathei; Post of Command located near
Ronsseysja conference of officers ensued. Reviewing in detail the gen-
eral plan of attack which would commence early the following morning,.

final instructions were given. The 1Qéth Infantry at that time had
but cne Majar,ﬁansam H.Gillet.Upon being agyrized.of this fact,Major ¢
Las;ie.Kincai&,Divisicn Judge Advocate,promptly volunteered his‘sgr-
viees as ha;talian'éomman&er;his proffer was as promptly aceepteda( 
For this acf of heroism Major Kincaid was ecited in orders. !
Thus we find the lst battalion commanded by the in-
| domitable Major Ransom H.Gillet,the 2nd battalioh by HMajor ;Jﬁﬁé&iie_
Kincaid and the 3rd battalion by an officer of great praﬁisé,ﬂ&pﬁain
William E.Blaisdelily the final organization of the respective battal-
iens«proceeded with dispateh; Thére follaws a;rdstar of othe: BPield and
Staffcand ﬁf"campany“bffi@egs“particigéting*in thﬁ’hattratbﬁ the -Oubx:

erks of ah@.Hludeﬁhng;Llna3@nzﬁeptéﬁké3121§h,1918:-
HEADQUARTERS

T "f

Colonel William A.Taylor :
cGap!tilurray-TayloryAebing Adj't.

.Captt James PiCooke,PeragnnéluAdjlt :

Ca.p't Arthur V.iecDermott,Operations Officer
Cap't George E.Bryant,Machine Gun Officer

1st Lieu't William A.Hunter,Intelligence Officex
2nd Lieu't Frank S.Paris,Supply Officer )
Major Lucius A.Salisbury,ledical Dep*t,Att.

FIRST BATTALION

Major Ransom H.Gillet

1st Lieu't Ames T.Brown,Batt'm Adj't.
lst Lieu't Leaman S.Broughton,Attached
with & IE/G'S and 2 T.M.
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A@é&% g

Company"C* CompanyWB", , Company "A"

2nd Ite.James A:lalloyioylst Lt.Charles Ostberg. 1st Lt.Gilbert P,Rudkin

(Right)
SUPPORT ECHELON:

Company "D%

1st It.Matthew J.A.Wilson
1st Lt .EBdward L.Ryan

SECOND BATTALION

Major J.Leslie Kincaid

lst Lieu't Albert G.Reinert,Batt'n Adj't.
2nd Lieu't William B.Behrens,Attached with
4 M/G*'s and 2 T.M.

Ist Lieu't Prankljyn J.Jackson,Attached with
1 37 mm gun.

(Center)
ASSAULT ECHELON
Company "F" ‘ Company"H" |
1st Lieu't Alfred J.Hook 1st Lieu't Lennox C,Brennan
2nd Lieu't York W.Brennan ’
(Center)
SUPPORT BECHELON
Company "g" Company"G"
1st Lieu't Thomas F.Ward Jr. Cap't John C.Hardy
2nd Lieu't William H.Boullee 2nd Lieu't lLane S.Anderson

THIRD BATTALION

Captain William E.Blaisdell

lst Lieu't Chester P.Jomnes,Batt'n Adj't
lst Lieu't Ivan L.Smith,Attached with-
4 M/G'S‘. v

2nd Lieu't James F.Curtis,Attached with
2 T,Me and 1 37 mm gun.

- (1eft)
ABSAvULP HoHeLOW

Company"K®* -~ Company"I" Company"L"

Capt Harry F.Sullivan. 2nd Lt. Louis Peterson. 2nd Lt Fred'k W.Rozeck
2nd Lt.Willard M.Webster.

(Left)
SUPPCORT ECHELON
Company "™
Capt John F.Callahan
2nd 1Lt Horace B,Scanlon




- In confining ourselves to the listing of none but the
Field and Staff'a”nﬁ&ﬁﬁﬂmpﬂnyy officers,it is to impress on the read-'
&gr-the rapidityﬂ with,wpiéh,the,com@lexion of combat units changed
ﬁﬁnderhattlé,eonditions;this explanation is made in justice td those
officers assigned to transport duty whose names do not appearhcn the
rosters‘referzed,to. In like manner,the names of officers of the regi-
mént.who from time to time Weﬁe placed on special duty or detached
service,thereby being deprived frqm’@artieipatingainib&ttleiwith;thﬁi?
respecti&aieqmpani33uﬁﬁ;speaiﬁiefdccassians,are dmitted;aé préviously
stated,the names of ‘all offieers of the eﬁerseaa_regiment will be found
in Appendix o : “
| | ﬁhroughaut-the night of September 26th working parties
milled about in the darkness taping the"start line"; by four thirty on
ﬁhe mornihg of the 27th,the broken battalions of the 106th Infantry
were on their mark, Sensing an,attack,the enenmy plainly nervoﬁs were
now sending‘up their S.G.SQrockets while over the bitﬁed area,star
éhella casting a lurid light,filled the airy isolated Tnachine guns
fired on any and eweryyebject resembling the attackers,and with each
burst,enemy artillery‘increased the'infensity of its firel

At exactly 5.30 on the mormning of Septemherlzmth,our
artillery sugmented by the 105th and 106th Machine Gun Bé.ttaliahs. openi
ed simulataneously with mighty crashes that shook the earth! The hellisk
terrifying barrage~had been 1ai¢: Withvthié,the lOéth Infantry moved
forward enveloped in a heavy smoke séreen;g#oping}their‘way toward the

out-works,the‘trQOQs were presently lost to view in the yellow fog of
Abattle& By'seven o'clock the 3rd battalion had gained the KNOLL and were
sending ﬁp fﬁuccess"signals. Concentrating his artillery'on that vital
spot,the enemy tried hard to dislodge our mem,whieh he partially suc-
ceeded in doingsby 9i30 thé st and 2nd battalions had gained their

objectivea! Heavy and fierce fighting now raged across the entire
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front in which the galiant 3rd battalion seemed to he having the
most troublejthree hours later the 2nd battalion had taken and were
h@lding Claquur Treﬁéh against terrific odds! The enemy tried hard
to blow them out 6f this position,but failed.

In the meantime a fierce coumter-attack had dislodged
the 3rd battalion,forcing its retirement to Tombois Farmjin this the
battallon lost not only its dbjective,but three thousand yards as well
Initkis desperate situation,our artillery flashed to the support &f |
_ the battling‘srd‘battalion,enabling_it ta:successfully counter-attaok,
‘ driﬁing the'énemy back and infiiéting severetpunishmenti The artillery
‘support in this action consisted of no less than'ninevbrigadés df‘Bri;
tish m‘xme 18 pounders firing at the rate of three shots per
minute and the 4.5 howmtzers,twa shots: per minute;twelve heavy tanks
were assigned to assist in the advance, :

| The Istjbatnalicn suddenlyfednfronted with determin-
ed enemy counteruattadks frqm‘ﬁhe‘direction‘of‘malakofi“Wbd&,staaa
like a rock,while units of the 30th division on its right poured a
withering fire into the Germans at that point! Throughout the~after~‘
’noon fighting of the most»&esperaté characterfﬁaged‘in all sectors .
of this inferno! By five o'clack ‘the 3rd battalion had;with the as-
sistance of Companies"K% andWM* yf the auppartlng 105th Infantry,re-]
taken the Knoll and by nlghtfall of the same day the lOﬁth Infantry‘
ﬁcccuy&ea generally all three Strong—Points;while thsse paaltiuna.ha&
not been consolidated,it may be truthfully said df the regiment that
it had accdmpllshed its m1531on. :

- But what of the cost in human liwes and suffering
in &chiéwing“the_gﬁarlaus victory of that day? In the action of Sep-
teﬁber R7th,battle losses su?taine&.by the enlisted personnel of the 
regiment‘are wariousiy givenifrom available records,a fluctuation in'
reported casualtles appears to lxe 1n the number carried on ths rolls

asmissing in actlen".rhere can be no doubt that of those 8o carrle&
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many eventually found their way back to the lines.Upen careful ehggk-
“ing,we group the battlé losses under ths Headings "Killed in action)
"Died of wounds","Wounded," "Gassed","Missing in aéticn,“and”ﬂaptured?
as eight hundred and fifty fourl Of the officer personnel,we arrive at
the following startling‘ facts! In the 1lst battalion every company of-
ficer with one exception was killed or wounded! In the 2nd battalion
every officer wa.s killed or Woﬁndedl In the 3rd battalion every»offi-
cer wes killeé or wounded}! Add to this,three officers attached to Bat-
talion Headqu;rters,killedz
Battle Casualties-Officer persommel

106th Infantry.
September 27th,1918,

Capt George E.Bryant Killed in action.

Capt John F.Callahan da
Capt John C.Hardy . da
lst It Alfred J.Hook do
1st Lt Charles Ostberg do
1st Lt Gilbert P.Rudkin de

1st Lt FPranklyn J.Jackson do
1st Lt Willard M.Webster do

2nd Lt Louis Peterson do
2nd Lt FPrederick W.Rozeck do
2nd Lt James A.Malloy do
2nd It William B.Behrens do
2nd Lt Horace B.Scanlon do
2nd It James F.Curtis do
2nd Lt Frank S.Paris do
2nd It Iane S.,Anderson do

Wounded in action.

Capt Harry P.Sullivan -- Taken prisaner‘
lst Lt Lennox €. Brennan

lst It ¥atthew J.A.Wilsaon

l1st Lt Thomas F.Ward Jr.

2nd Lt York W.Brennan

2nd It William H.Boullee

With respect to the 105th Infantry whose valiant close
support of the struggling 106th Infantry contributed ih no small
measure to the_ach@gvementsafﬁ the latter,and to the unflinching 1@5@]

and lOﬁﬁh Machine Gun Battalions,be it said to their everlasting glory
that they toe made possible the ragged yet sucecessful advance of the
‘Iceth‘Infahtry against.whét has been termed the most formidable field
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fqrtification ever constructed! We now focﬁs,ourjattemtign‘on the
54th Infantry Brigade which to now had constituted the divisional
vreserﬁe. On the morning of September 28th that brigade occupied‘a
line of trenches from which the 106th had debauched the previous‘
daysworking forward under a withering £ire,these troops succeeded in
reaching and relieving what remained of the thoroughly exhausted
106th Infantrys in effecting this relief,the 107th Infantry took
over the_northe;ly sector and the 108th Infantry the southerly sec-
tor. Upon being relieved,the 106th Infantry retired to the vieinity
of Villers Faucone. |
The mental and physical eonditien of the regiment

may well be imagined.Without sleep since the 26th,hungry and dirty,
many showing unmistakable signs,ofyshell-shoék and a&ll in a stupor
following a natural reaction after the thrribieiérdeal&thraﬁgh:m;h
which it had passed,these soldiers had reached an area of faneied
relaxation; but their work was not yet finishedf In the battle of
the 29th when the Main Line was attacked,the:;>06th-Infantry:was’ called
upon to make one moré supreme effort as“moppers up”&lmmedlately;fol-
lowing the issuance of the order which by &Lt the 1dws of averagé
spelled the complete annihilatiom of the 106th Infantry,General Q'Ryar
appeared personally before the survivors of the battle of the 27th,
imploring them to f£imish the jobs the response te this harangue was
nothing more than the blank stare of men stunned by what appeared to
them as brutal audacity;quick to sense their reaction,the General
with great iaqt and apparent feeling inquired whether thﬁse veterans
were satisfied to abandon their warnided: comrades who at that very
minute were greoaning in agony where they had fallen! Roused to a
state of frenzy,the men of the 106th accepted the ehalié;ge,deter-
mined to carry oni

The order referred to called for the formation of a
Provisional Battalion to be 6omposed of every officer and man of the
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106th capable of shouldaring avrifle;”bfbthis,ndngeqmmissianed staff
ofﬁichs,gcaks,clerks,teamsters‘and survivors lately relieved,were
gathered,in‘and fcrmed_into three companiga designate%éampanieswxﬁ,
WY*iand uz®sthis heterogeneous aggregatidn was gommanded by oﬁe well
fitted for the job,Major Ransom H.Billet. Following is a roster of

officers assigned to the Provisional Battalions-

Major Ransom H.Gillet,Commandlng
1st Lieu't Ames T;Brown,Baxt'n Adjtt.

Company"X®* S Company"y" ‘ lCompany nzw

lst Lt George Archer: Capt Arthur'V.McDermott' Capt,wllllam E.Blaisdell
lst Lt Arthur B.Ellimap:lst Lt Erdman N.Brandtilst Lt Edward L.Ryan
1st Lt Joseph L.Gilmang 1lst Lt Lucius H.Doty: |lst Lt Chester P.Jones
1st Lt Herbert C.Rosbofeslist Lt Albertta.ReineJtzan Lt Harold C.De

( ! Loiselle:

| ~ The organization of the battalion progressed répid-
ly under the direction and superwision of Cblonél Taylorsthe numerical
strength of the Provisional command appioximateé three hundred and’ :
fifty:all}rankag -= the LAST offering of the 106th InfantrylRecover-
ing from the shock of the intelligence imparted by the General,all -
evidence of fatigue,grumbling and bewilderment &isappeared;keenly
alive to the yital impertance of the enterprise,officers and men work-
ed rapidly ané silently;IKo time was to ﬁeylost; -~ the day was far
spent! In the transport all.Was'hurry and bustle collecting and de-
livering suppliesjhot rations were handed out lavishlyjthis was to
be their last meal for the present; -- for many,their last meal on
earthi Extra canteens wérebfilled:piek axes and shcweis,gmaﬁade&g&

filares and reeketsiwere! dlstrihuted; ”f*Rniﬁign“iﬁ*@&a&ﬁi@ﬁéﬁti@ﬁﬁ&%m

¢dritéd in Dahdoleers and’ 1n ‘bélta addedito the;akready’hesvy burden
'oﬁ'v:.,\.the ngoldieriIn short,everyidetailvineidentutovfieree combat re-
ceived sérupuleus attentiont | |

As darkness settled,a Boche plane roared overhead

intent on gaining informatiomja vivid narration of the incident is
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given by an officer of the 106thjsays he, *officers and non-coms
were assembled at HEadquarﬁers‘to_receive the last words of advice
and instruction. The Major,standing in their midst addressed themsbut
hardly had hc'hegnn-whén the rat-tat-tat of aimachine}gun,distfacted
the attention of those present. Groﬁing‘searchlights reaching aloft
in every d;rection,wefe sweeping the sky in search of the invisable
edmbatant of the airﬁéinbthe light of a searching beam appeared the
fleeing planesfrantically it twisted and ducked tu-&scape,but toaﬁlate&
Another iight focused on it Thenvanother!-; sixl-= ten! The plané,
its 31nlster black crosses plainly vmslhle,darte@,this way and that,
but in valn-the relentless rays fellowed;there was no esc&pe.Fram the
darkness poured a stream of red flashes.--- seemingly inte the very
heart of the twisting Boche plamel Turning suddenly,it fell,but as‘
suddenly was off againg a feintgbut still the lights he1d~it;5-rat-tah»
tati® | R ‘ o |
| "Phe thrilling spechaclevlasted for~ten;minntes;timef
and agaiﬁ iIluminateé traced bullets seemed to reaﬁh;thsvvitals of
the plane which by now was ducking,falling and twiating,énly to ris&‘ 
Jégain apparently unharmed! Slowly it worked its‘zig-aag;cours&‘to iﬁa
own lines as one by one the searchlights neW'outrgnged,fliekered outs
the plane was gonel " |
Black night had now swallowed completely theipietﬂre
- of horrer,changing all into a blurred smudge with nothing,tc‘give sem-
blaneé of form but the glare of rockets and the flash of heavy gudﬁ.lﬁ
% AnsSwWer,a constant rell,punctuated with crashes came from the German
b 11nea} this terrifying artillery duel toek heavy toll as the night wore
cn$ With intermittent flashes crouching forms groped @helr way unafrala.
in the fulfillment of a ghastly mission! The battalion formed om the
tape at ten forty fivejthe men knew that the fields stretching away to
the front were red with the blood of théir‘comradeaz They knew toa,that
many of the living standing in ranks would Shortly be numbered among 
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the deadl ; v
o _ The column mover forward heading for the Ronssoy road,
yet none knew the destinationj Upon reaching the road the battallon
Tound itself part of & struggling mass of men,horses,lorries and tanks,
each vying‘with.the other to hold the road amd quicken the pace taward
the ffont. Backing and filling,the men fairly édbhing with exhaustion,
the march continued. The 1nfantry,chok1ng the ruad,must e in position
at “&eru”;the tanks Dy falr means of foul,must be ready to clear the
way for the 1nfantry,1f a barrage was to be laid,the lorries must de=-
liver the ammunitiont | |
_ ~ Pinally the battalion left the road,heading eastward
across sh&llﬁtnnh fieldss grgﬁpg of figures silhouetted against the
first faint rays of light showed plainly the front lines. Protecting
planeg hovered above watching for isolated machine gun ﬁaata;those who
were hit lay where they fell until the arrival of ambulance men. Again
the enemy grew nervousji;their flares and rockets filled the sky,creat-
ing afpyrotechnie display of blue,green and red,terrible in its im-
port yet gorgeousy in these damonstratioﬁa,the defenders of the Main
Line were calling for help.

And now the land took formiday was breakingia gredat
battle was about to commence! What must have been the thoughts of those
responsible for the slaughter to follow! It was naow five fifty and"Zero%
A single machine‘gun spokei this was the signall With a roar and crash
‘the‘barrage came downgthe earﬁh trembled! Waves of silent figures dashs
ed forwardythe fate of the Hindenburé Line hung in the balancel Foilow»
ing the 3rd battalion of the 107th Infantry,the ﬁruvisianél battalion
of the 106th fought its way through with recklesa_determination,bcmbing
enemy groups and engaging in an orgy of killing unparalleled in earlier
operations! A striking incident of fierce perscnal combat is that cf‘an :

officer of the 106th Infantry who being attacked by a German of great
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siae and strength,was forced to the expedient of gouging out an eye

of his powerful adversary,and hooking a finger into the socket and

a thumb between his jaws,he held his prisoner screaming in agony while
he reached for his dirk with which he disemboweled him! Numerous ine
cidents egually repugnant might be citedjsuch was the passion of the
regiment on that horrible occasioni.

Major Gillet had bgen seriously wounded early in
the action. At Lone Tree Trench,units of the 107th were hung up by
machine gun fire from Guillemont Farm which they could not combat be=
cause of heavy fogs in this sticky situation they stood fast ﬁntil
the fog lifted,when they again pushed on tdward their objectives On
the right,the 105th Infantry had by hard fighting,gained Knoll Switeh,
Willow Trench,Ialand Traverse and Causeway Lane, The 108th Infantry
on the extréme right in conjunction with the 3rd Australian division
(which Bu#ing the morning of the 29th had leap-froged that regiment,
thus placing it in support in subsequent attackse) reported passing
over small groups of the 106th Infantry still holding what they had
gained in the fighting of the 2%7th}

On the left,units had become badly mixedjthus
itvappears that portions of the 105th and 106th regiments attached
themselves to the 10%th regimeﬁt.and with itj,advanceds By noon of
that day(September 29th)units of the 27th division had actually gain-
ed the Main Line and were holding against terrific odds! German art-
illery had in the meantime concentrated on the Americans from the di-
rection of Bony east of the tunnele By evening of the same day,the
suppogedly'impregnable:Hindenburg Line had fallen to our troops! The
106th Infantry,a mere skeleton in effective strength,reliéved during
the night of September 30th,retired to Villers Fauconibut it was not
until the day following that all units had come in,

In this_operation,-‘between September 24th and
30th inclusive,the battle lesses of the 106th Infﬁérry reached the
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appalling figure of ONE THOUSAND,ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY FIVE,all
ranks! Of the officers who served with the Provisional.Battalion
in the battle of September 23th,the following named were killed

or’ woundeds-
KILIED IN ACTION.

Captain William E.Blaisdell

WOUNDED IN ACTION.

Major Ransom H.Gillet,Commanding.
Capt Artimr V.Mc Dermott

1st It Edward L.Ryan

lst Lt Chester P.Jones

lst Lt Erdmann N.Brandt

lst Lt Lucius H.Doty

l1st Lt Arthur B.Elliman

lst LtJoseph L.Gilman

2né 1Lt Harold C.De Loiselle

' In the battle of the Hindenburg Line,the enemy con-
fronting the 27th division were the

54th Infantry Division
121st do do
105th do do
75th Rifle Division

2nd Guard Division
232nd Infantry Division

No previous mention has been made of the lMedical Depart=
ment.In the battle of the Hindenburg Line as well as in subsequent
actions,Captain Nils P.Larsen,seniorimedical officer of the regiment
during the absence of lajor Lucius A.Salisbury then in hospital re-
covering from wounds received at Vierstraat Ridge,rendered efﬁiciemt
gservice in caring for the woundedjin this he was ably assisted by
Lieutenants Lee A.Hadley,Robert S.Cleaver,Walter C.Tilden,Watson S.
Rowan and Joseph E.Adams,all of the Medical Department. The regiment-
al Chaplains,Frank I.Hanscom and George C.Eilers,-- the former of
the Protestant Faith,the latter of the Church of Rome,ministered to
the spiritual needs of officers and mengboth these officers were ecited
for gallantry in actione Chaplain Warren T.Powell,assigned to the

regiment September 26th,1918,served with honor until his muster out
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of service.

still,another~group seliam meferzedﬂte“yet*desarzing

\“\af honcr&ble mention,is the Transports through,thelr‘devotlon te

duty under the most dangeroua and trying circumstanees,these brave
- men(anmd their offiecers) made it possible to carry on at therf:ont
Where_émmnnitian and rations must be delivered.We also pay tribute
tq‘the never fai1ing_army horse and his sure foated causin,the army
mulejfaithful unto death,these dumb yet sagacicus brutes played their
huﬁble'paxta without flinching,as}was attested by encrmous casualties
in the forward areas of riding and draft animals. )
Pollowing the rPllef’of the,zvth dxwlslon(cammenaed ‘
durimg-tha night of Septeﬁber 30th} theSrd;and 5th Australians dlﬁlﬂ~:
‘siahbmpuéhedmﬁhs&aﬁvanéewﬁashw&mﬂiafxﬁhﬂmmain Line,the 106th Infamtry
eh@nging stgtiaa,qﬁ th@bei'%m@,r&éting at_Ealle‘W@ud where‘its_brﬁ&el
ranks were re-drganiae&’:The‘fellowing mnrningjbﬁrial detachmentm’ae-
companied by the Chaplains left for the‘lately'evacuaﬁed Hindenburg
Line areasjin carrying on thg work of burgingbaur-dead,thsse detaila
were from time to time fired upon by the enemy$ As %hé:bddieﬁzof~aurj
offieers‘&n& meﬁ were idéuﬁified they wéne laid tenderly by the zﬂa&-
}51de and were later transported by wagon to & mllltary eemetery out- .
side the tawn of’Bony; in long trenehes,51de by side,lay our glorieﬂ&
dead‘co~1nelaent with these ;ntermen@g,appxaprlane services conductu
ed on the spot by the Chaplains,insured to each & Qhristiﬁn;hurialg a
simple white cruss'suitably'iﬁscrfhed‘marked each grave.On the after-
noon of the fifth d&y thefburial;details(nuﬁheringﬂtwo‘hunﬁre&) Te-
joined the regiment at Templeux.
- Before continuing the narrative of subseguent |
achievements attainéd.by the 106th Infantry in the'October Offensive ,
~we turn to letters of commendation éminating unsolicited from higher
‘ &u#hority}the sentiments expressed in these letters show clearly the
%%;h;regard in which the 2nd Corps and the regiments comprising that
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Corps were held by the British and Australian high commands. But
first let the reader peruse thé following letter of commendation
addressed to the Commanding Offic'er,lcsth' Inﬁéntzy by Hajor: Gent
 &ral,John B.0*Bysn;Cotumanding -the:37th Divisiong- |

HEADQUARTERS 27th DIVISICN
AVERICAXN E.F. :
FORCES.
October 22nd,1918.
‘PromsCommanding General. "
TosCommanding Officer,l06th Inf.
Subjects Commendation.

lg Now that we have inspected the captured
defenses of the Hindenburg Line,the magnitude of
the task assigned the 106th Infantry in the attack
of September 27th becomes even more apparent than
it then appeared. On that occasion the 106th Infante
ry,on a front of 4000 yards,attacked the outer de-
fense system composed of highly organized trenehes
with a maze of wire protection,based upenm thecthree -
8brong-Points of QUENNEMONT FARM,GUILLEMONT FARM and
the KNOLL,the whole defended by & vast number of
‘machine guns and trench mortars ,supparted by art-
illerye.
2¢ Any impression made by attack upon these
defenses would have been worthy of remark.That the
106th Infantry,after most of the tanks had been put
out of actiom,broke through them and secured footings
in these Strong-Points,thus disorganizing the emeny's
defense,now seems an extraordinary feat, The walor of
the officers and men of the regiment is well indicat-
ed by the location of the bodies of their gallant com-
rades who fell in the battle and by the large number
~of enemy dead about them,
3: It was undoubtedly the fierce attack of the
106th Infantry which shook the enemy's morale and made
possible the subsequent attack by the remainder of the

Divisione. ‘
(8igned) JOHN F.O'RYAN,
Major General,
Headquarters,27th Division,
Bulletin American E.F.,Francees
g October 22nd,1918.

No«.l0ls

The following telegram,received by the Command-
ing General,II Corps,A.E.F.,from British General Headquar-
ters,dated October 20th,1918,is published for the imfor-
mation of all concerned.,

“General Read,2nd American Corpss I wish to
express to you personally and te all the officers
and men serving under you,my warm appreciatiom of
the very valuable and gallant services rendered by
you throughout the recent operations whth the 4th
British Armye. Called upon to attack positions of
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great strength held by a d.etermmned. enemy,all ranks of
the 27th and 30th American Divisions under your command,
displayed an energy,courage and determination in attack
which proved irresistable.lIt does not need me to tell
you that in the heavy fighting of the past three weeks
you have earned the everlasting esteem and admiration
of your British Comrades-in-arms whose success you have
sa nobly shared.®™

(Signed) D.Haig.

By command of Maj.Gen.O'Ryane.

Stanley H.Ford,
CFFICIAL: - Colonel,G.S¢
Chief of Staff.

Headguarters 27th Division,

American E.F. France.

. October 24th,1918.

Bulletin
No.102:

The following letter from the Commanding Géneral,
3rd Australian Division is published for the 1nfonna.t1on

of the Dlvlsmn.

tGeneralg-

On behalf of all ranks of the 3rd Australian
Division,I desire to express our sincere appre-
ciation of the fighting qualities displayed by the
27th Division U.S.,on the 27th and 29th September
laste. The gallant manner in which your troops faced

an extremely difficult task,the determination eof
their attacks on a strongly entrenched position,
and the undaunted spirit with which they met their
losses,make us hope that we shall again have the
honour of fighting alongside the Biwision undexr
your command.The confidence of the men in their
officers appealed to us as a particularly happy
omen for the sueecess of the 27th."™

Very respectfully,

(8igned )I.GELLIBRAND,
Major General . Major Gen'l, ‘ '
O'Ryam, Cormd g 3rd Austra.llan Dive
Cormanding 27th Amemcan L
Divisione ‘
(CFFICIAL)

Commenting on the fighting qualities of the 2nd(Am-

erican)Corps,General H.S. Rawlinson,eoma.ndingthe 4th(Bi~itish)A1my—,

remarkss-

XXX " Now that the American Corps has come out

of the line for a well deserved period of
rest and training,I desire to place on re-
cord my appreciation of the great gallantry
and the fine soldierly spirit they have dis-
Played throughout the recent hard fighting.®
" The breaking of the great Hinden-
burg system of defense x X x constitutes a
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series of victories of which each officer,
N.C.0.,and man has every reason to feel proud.®x x x

Again we quote from a letter addressed to the Command
er of the 23d(American)Corps by Field Marshall Haig,Commander-in-Chi ef
of the British Armiesi this communication dated November lath,lgla,is
a farewell message to the 2nd Corps upon its withdrawal from the Bri-
tish zone of operations. Referring to the battle of the Hindenburg'Lﬁie

he sayss- .
X XX " On the 29th of September you took part
with distinctiom in the great and critical at-
tack which shattered the enemy's resistance in
the HINDENBURG LINE and opened the road to final
victory.The deeds of the 27th and 30th American
Divisions who on that day tock BELLICOURT and
NAURCY and se gallantly sustained the desperate
struggle for BONY,will rank with the highest ac-
hievements of the war.They will always be remem-
hered byvthe British Regiments that fought be-
side you. I rejoice at the suecess which has at-
tended your efforts and I am proud to have had
you under my ecommand.™ x x x

Noteg- The original doucments here-quetedimay /becseenn
in the Memorial Collection of the 106th Infantry.

We now turn our attention po the operations and ac-
hievements of the 106th Infantry in the October Offensive of the year}
1918, which opened upon a chapter in the life of‘the regiment replete

with action and no less honorable achievement than that attained in the
fierce fighting just ended.,Blown from positions‘believed impregnable,

his morale badly shaken,the enemy now on the defensive,had retired

his lines preparatory to making another stand againét the advancing'

allied hosts.ln thig retrograde mpvement,the loss of grdund contested

with;stubborn tenacity'héd exacted heavy toll in battle casualties, ’
| The 4th(British)Army had on October lst,taken over

~%rom the 2nd(American)Corps and by evening of the 3rd was in full po-
ssession of Mannequin Hill,lMontbrehain amd Beaurvoirg om October 5th,
Reé&’ﬁ(%nd)ﬂorps received warning orders to again prepare for action;

these orders contemplated the relief of the Australians by the 30th
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@ivisipn in assault,supported by thevzzthwdivisicn. fo.these:unacquain
ted with the fibre of the troeps comprising this splendid Corps,one
migh; very ngturallg‘suppose_that to aoldiers not-yet fully recover-
ed from the reaction following the shock of bathle,the receipt of
these orders would tend to lower that mental state which renders men
capable of endurance and of exhibiting courage in the presence of |
dangers yet‘ﬁith the men of the 2nd Corps,anticipation of further
action rather stimulated the esprit de corps of all ranks.

‘ \ ~ Still resting at Halle Wood,the 106th Infantry’ter-
ribly deplete& yet self confident, hastened the work of re-organi-
‘zangwmﬁs shattered ranks. In thiampraceas.oﬁ re—crganlzatzon;thera,
was assigned to the regiﬁﬁnt on eétéber-an,Lieﬁtenant Colonel thn
M;frae;thﬁa,afficer,a fine type of the old army,at once caught the
spirit of the regiment,renderiﬁg'mest efficient service,at the'game
time endearing himself to the men of the command.He was‘late:\aited
in ardezs,ﬁar courage,éheerfulnESa and untiring energy‘gxhibited'inm
action.Colonel True remained with the 106th Infantry until its mus-
ter out,when he returned to the regular'axmyy“ i .

\ The 1stlﬁattaiion;commanded b& Captain Euston‘F.'
Edmunéﬁ,sefieusly wounded October l3th,passed to lst Lieu't Amsé T.‘, 
Erown;\the znd‘battalion fell ﬁo.Captain Rutherford Ireland and thef
3rd battalion te ﬂaptain Robert M pashiel whe had come to ghevregi-
ment as a replacement. The»i@ﬁthgiﬁfantry received its fourth Colon=-!
ei Octdber loﬁh while at»Bellicaurt,when Franklin W.Ward.tock over
the command. This offlcer,well known throughout ‘the division,had for
many years served in the Hatlenal Guard b;%h in the line and on the
staffy that he was eminently fitted for this important command is evi-
denced in subsequent commendations:axd citations for courage and re=- |
saurcefulness in action.Replacement Lleutenants received at this time

completed the re-organlzation of the regiment.
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7 'With regpect to commissioned replacements,it,is inte:-
esting to note that through,these »no less than twenty three states,
the District of quumbia,and one foreign'ccuntxy were reﬁresented with-
in the officer.personnel of the regiment; to wit: New York,Texas,New
Jersey,Delaware,Alabama,massachusetts;Oregon;Michigan,Illinais,?irginia
Wisconsin,ﬁontana,ﬂorth 6aralina,0hio,Pennsylvania,lowa,Indiana,@ali-
fornia,Florida,Colorado,Cklahoma,Georgia,South Dakota,the District of
Columbia and Argentlne Republie,S.A.

It is equally interesting to note the prof8551ons,

callings and trades represented within the officer personnel:-

Contrattor: Newsiprint! Mfgfr.’:' Munitions: Ifispector:
Dairy Farmer ... v Trangportation: Agent. Superintendent,:
Banker , Bank%Cleﬁk Woolens Jobber

Coffee Broker Illuetrator Electrical Engineer
Chemical Engineer Designex § Marine Insuranee
Insurance Broker Civil Engineer Newspaper Correspondent
Financial Correspondent Draftsman Chemist |
Bank Teller Insurance Adjuster Lawyexr

Accountant U.S.Army Officer Professor

Carpenter Insurance Placer Farmer

Secretary Hotel Manager Agricultural Expert
Match Mgs'r. Manufacturing Sup't. Insurance Underwriter
Locomotlive Fireman Physician Railway Construction
Live Stock Dealer High School Teacher Protestant Clergyman
Stenographer Handwriting Expert = Catholic Priest
Telephone Engineer Plumbing Inspector Blectriecian

Buyer of 0Oils: Photographer Mercantile Credits
Sales lanager Student Jewelry Salesman

Real Estate Operator Clerk " Dentist - «
Machinery Inspector  Stoek Broker Dept't Store llanager
Train Despatcher Automobile Dealer lMortgage Salesman
Mechanie Salesman Shipping Clerk

Marine Underwriter Insurance Inspector Interpreter

In scanning the list,the gquestion of‘sociai stand—‘
ing looms highjyet in spite of the marked divergence of interests,
there never was an instance of class distinction among the officers
of the regiment.‘ln the following raster there will be found thernames
o1 yof Yers[crfaited with participation in the October Offensives of
these,one was killed in action and twenty two ﬁéie»wounded between

October 17th amd 20th inclusivet
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REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS

Colonel Franklin W.Ward,Commanding
Lieu't Col.John ¥.True :

Capt James P.Cocke,Adjutant

lst Lieutt Willdam A.Hunter Jr.,Acting Persomnel Adj't.
Capt Murray Taylor,Plans and Operatiaons

Capt Frank F.Farwell,Supply 6fficer

lst Lieu't Thomas L.D.Cronman,Intelligence Offieer

Capt Nils P.larsen,Medical Dep't Attached

18t Lieu't Frank I Hanscom,Chaplain Attached

lst Lieu't George C.Eilers,Chaplain Attached

lst Lieu't Warren T.Powell,Chaplain Attached

FIRST BATTALION
(Assault)

1st Lieu't Ames T.Brown,Commanding

2nd Lieu't James PolkayBatttntAdjres. .

2nd Lieu't Irwing GiDavis;Intélligence Officer
1st Lieu't Robert S.Cleaver,Med.De *t Attached.
lst Lieu't Watson S.Rowan,led.Dep’ Attached

Company"A"

2nd It Grant H.
Sibley:

Company"B" Company"C"* Company"D¥®
1st Lt Arthur B. 1lst It Robert H. 1st Lt Herbert ¥. lst Lt Arthur.J.
Guttzeit,Comd'gs Trask,Comd'g:s Davis,Comd'gs: Henrici,Comdtgs

 2nd Lt Harry F. 2nd It Thomas lst Lt James B.
Lossings Speneer: Post:
2nd Lt William E., 2nd Lt Ctto W.G.
Ludtkes Marquards

CompanyE"

SECOND BATTALION
( support)

Captain Rutherford Ireland,Commanding.
lst Lte.Frederic K.Long,Batt'n Adj't.

2nd Lt John R.Clark,Intelligence Officer.
1st Lt lLee A.Hadley;ﬁed.Dep‘t Attached.

Company"F" Company"G" Company "H"

1st Lt Winslow B. 1st Lt Frank C. 1st Lt David R. 1st Lt George R.

Watson,Comd'gs Vincent,Comd*gs  Adamson,Comd‘'g: Dunspaugh,Comd'gs
2nd Lt Noxman E.- 2nd Lt Hartin H. 2nd Lt Fred N. 2nd Lt Robert S.
Hudson: Shuford: Lowry: Moares
2nd Lt Ivan L. 2nd Lt Allen G, ' 2nd Lt Harold B.
Fentys Carsons ' Longfellows:
THIRD BATTALION
( Reserve)

Captain Robert M.Dashiel,Commanding.

lst Lieu't William B.Clayton,Battin Adj't.
2nd Lt lMason Walker,Intelligence Officer

2nd Lieu't Charles J.0O‘'Hara

IstilLisu't Joseph E.Adams,Med.Dep't Attached.
1s&leeu't Walter C.Tllden,Med.Bep‘t Attached
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Company"*I® Company"K®* ' Company"L"* Company" "

1st Lt George W. 1st It Herbert E, lst Lt Chester 2nd Lt Walter D,
Turner,Comd*g: Marshall Jr.,Com~ P.Jones,Comd'gs Keller,Comd'gs:

2nd Lt Charles B. d'gs 2nd Lt Herbert 2nd Lt John H.
Smith: 2nd Lt Orville E. P.Demers Potts:
Clifford: 2nd Lt John C. -
Gilmores

2nd Lt Sam B.lair:

Machine Gun Company ‘Supply Company  Regt'l H.Q.Company
Capt Stewart D.,Tiffany, Capt Frank F.Farwell, lst Lt Grover C.Cleaver,
Comdtgs Comdtg: ' Comd'gs
lst Lt Leaman S.Brough- lst It Wi F;Brill: 1" 2nd Lt Bdward H.Prevert:
tons 1st Lt Fred B.Mayor: 2nd Lt Medary A.Prentiss

lst Lt Ivan L.Smitht lst Lt Herbert G.Ros=
2nd Lt Charles A.Rice: boros

Temporarlly’A981gned.

_Captain Prank H.Richardson,Med.Dep't.

With the advance of the 27th division on October 6th,1918,
thé lOGth'Ihfantry moved fofward-to Tincourt Wood.Entering this for-
blddlng area at nlghtfall in a.heavy downpour,the regiment floundered
about in the inky hlackness of the forest seeking shelter in impro=-

1eé "fox holes™ and caves. During the afternoon of the day‘follaw1ng,
‘tﬁz march was resumed to the badly batﬁered Hargicourt area,the lst
battaliOn biﬁduaéing within the ruins 6f the town,the 2nd beyond Tem~“
pleux and the 3rd in Templeux. |
o The 50th division,pressing forward had on the 8th gained
Brancourt,advanclng its line to Becqulgny and.Buslgny.By a night march
cormenced at dusk of the 9th,the 106th Infantry moved eastward to
Bellicour@;thiS«city lay directly in rear of the Hindenburg Line and
'to reach its objective the regiment was confronted with the problem
of picking its way through a wveritable labyrinth of cratérs,ﬁanglei
wire and shell torn terrainja light drizzle added to the already hard
going and td ﬁhe general discomfort of the trbcps. In the horse drawn
transport matters were even worsejanimals plunged'and wailowed;dnivers
coaxed and swore invencouragement;wagons slid'qff the road and were
“hauled back by the infantrys A medical cart turned turtle and ﬁas abaﬁ#
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donedsofficers unable to further guide their horses;ma#ched;with
ﬁhe'éolumn, Reaching4its gaoal,the weary regimentvagainvbivcuaeed ‘
in the open fields. This was a night not to be forgbttenxand may be
counted gﬁe of the outstaﬁding hikes of}ihe 106th in the war. |
Unusually persistent aerial bombing,the glaﬁe of

socme conflagration far to the front,and a seemingly endless stream of ‘
pfisaners_of war going to the rear under guard,indicated the success
achieved byrthe 30th division which by Octéber IOth had gained the
town of St.Souplet which it now held against strang resistance fram
’ the heights averlooklng the Le Selle River. It was here that the enemy
whlrled.suddenly about to give battlez His artlllery pouﬂded the 11ne
~ far into the nights;his airmen reoared over the fie;@s%pambangw;gd;st'.,‘
criminately vaihly endeavoring to shake the mcralé‘6f his ﬁuraﬁéré;:
but tc no avall; the indomitable splrlt af the 2nd Ccrps shewed net
‘the sllghest evmdence of weakening, the 30th divlsion in close con- ,
‘tact,supported byl ‘the 27th drv1510n,was not to be ahaken off., :

: On thls,as on many other occasions,offlcers and
men excavateé(each for hlmself)llttle trenches resembllng open graves i
*and 1n these they lay perfectly safe from aerial bombs - dmreet hltsc

' excepted; the Britmsh transpert units empleyed smmléam means in cen‘,”

b servlng their horses agalnst destructlon frﬁm the same dev111sh agency;

"long pits Wlth ramps at either end served well the purposes of their i
ccnstructhng With the coming of daylight,shiverlng groupa dried wet

‘elething over fires and it was not 1ong>befgre hpt teajand e;acke:s ;e;
vived the spirits of the ‘troopss While awaiting drders to move forwafd;
officers avalled themselves of an opportunlty of studylng that portion
of the Hlndenhurg system in the 1mmed1ate vielnlty. Nume rous concreted
openings leadlng downward into the St.Quentin tunnel were diseavere@;‘

in most instances these openings were bla@ked,with the dead bodiga'éf"
enemy machine,gunﬁerst Alung the grassy slopes were to be seen the réQr
mains of‘infantry groupé;these scattered boéies wera»nét entrenchédj"'
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but appeared rather to have been deployed in skirmisﬁforder when
blotted out jintermingled with these,were the mﬁtil&ted remains of
British and Australians,-- victims of shell fire} Penetrating still
further,we found their billet barges and the presence of large irom
caldrons Withiﬁ the tunnel brought to mind weird stories ei:culetea
by the propagandistl! On a rise east of the town,a prison pen con=-
structed of barbed wire was fllllng rapidly. Shortly after noaﬁ?%he
10th,;the 106th cléaredrthe unwholesome area. .

” The transfer of Colonel William A,Taylor of the
106th Infentry on October 8th,1918,to0 the command of the 2%th Divis- |
ion Trains‘and Military Police, came as a decided shock te the régi-
menﬁ;aﬁeﬁheéedrhgsﬁcreqnéaﬁuuf’Goibﬁelﬁwandﬁwhn;aas@memiqﬁsly:é;ated,
succeeded to thefcommand of the 106thj;: a&pd hy leave of Eeedquarters,
Colomel Taylor continued with the regiment throughout the October
offensive rendering valuable ‘servicejindeed his very presence infused
a feeling of confidence. Preceded by its ban& the reglment headed
east across open country and penetrating the LeCatelet-Nauroy Line
‘beypnd which lay the‘tewn of Nauroy,the march was continued to shell
torn Joncourt.From here to Ramicourt the regiment held to the high-
way passing through the Beaurevoir-Fonsomme Line at-Swiss Cottages
this line of less importance than the Hindenburg line;thngh,fermi-bfﬁ
deble in itself,formed a part of the great German defense system.
Clearing Ramicourt,the 106th marched for Meontbrehain where it biv-
ouaced. ’ |

Determined to slow up the advance of the Ameri-
cans,the retreating enemy had saturated the togn with heavy concen?
trations of "Green Cross",commonly known as tear gasg'tﬁenpersisten-
ey of this noxious eye,hose and throat irritant caused much suffer-
ing ampng the troops. It will be recalled that the Australians had
not long since fought their way through.MOntbrehain which showed
Plainly the scars of fierce combat} At daybreak of.theellﬁh,the 106th
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was subjected to heavy”she;linggvthe line had been formed prepara=-
tpry'to moving out whén this unexpected humbardmenx oommﬁﬁced! Men
droppéd here and there,but'the,line~staad fast! The sheér grit ex-
hibited by our splendid troops as they stood in ranks drenched.ta
the akin,with shells screaming and bursting overhead was nothing
short of glorious}y Forming column,the regiment slithered out of
town on a run with the city of Premont as its dbiegtiwe,

It was now the 27th division's turn.Accordingly,the
relief of the 30th division ﬁas‘effécted during‘thernight'cf‘OCtober'
11thjduring the same night the 106th Infantry marched from Premont
wndér”Bfitish.guides and at daybreak ﬁestqé_on its arms Within‘them‘
Butry Wood west of Busigny. Hardly had the men thrown off their |
ﬁacka,whén the enemy'praeéeded to seaich the:area with.gas‘an&,shfa§4"
nel,clalmlng ene casualty in the 1st batﬁallcnt The reglment was now |
to take positionjat ten o'elock on the mornlng of the 12th,the coL-
umn emerged frem‘the woad and under the guidancewof Captaln Ixeland

~ (who in eqmpany with Lleutenant Long haé very early the same mornlng
~made a,peraanal reeonnalssance of thﬁ llne to be Qccupled,) marched
across the fields enraﬁg‘ta iﬁs alloted pesitmepumgaggpport. In evacf
uating the area,thé Gegmans>had ve:y'exeveriy obstructed all avenues |
of approach to and throughXthe towngciqwﬁﬁng,his'effarts by;felliﬁg
telegraph poles and trées across the line of marchiin the absence @f
pioneer troops,the regiﬁent,picking its way through;masses of wire
‘and barricades,struggled oni | ‘
Clearing Busigny,the paee was qgickened follow1ng
the BusignyeLg Cateau road to a point called le Mont dguBagny,and
turning abruptly eastward,the 106th deployed across the fields es=
t&bllshlng its ffont line probably cne thousand yards west of Hs-
caufourt where it prum@tly enxrenched. In this position the regi—
ment covered a front of fifteen hundred yards with the 3rd battal-
ion holding the right,the 2nd the left and the 1st in reserve. By
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evening of thét daysthe situation showed theﬂ54th‘Infantry‘Brigade
facing the Le Selle River from St.Benin on the north to Vaux Andigny
on the south,with ths 53rd Infaptry‘Brigade in close suppcrt¢frhis 7
line of approximately'eleven thousand ygxda, -- out of”ail proportiOn
to the depleted numerical strength of the 27th Division,was therefore
shortened.

On Sunday,October 13th,Busigny experienced a bombard-
ment inflicting considerable damage not only to our troops,but to civ-
iliané as welljthereafter,working parties and formations were fired
upan.Sovwell timﬁé Were_these visitations,that it seemed as though
some sinister agency ihfctmed the enemy of every movement within the
American lines! As the days passed,enemy artillery activity increas-
eé¢ until the divisional areas were subjected to a veritable rain of

shellsal
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