CHAPTER IV

Controversary over right to wear
~the Sixth Corps hadge.
Re-organization of the Guard.
The State Camp opened by the 23rd Regiment.
The new Redford Avenue armory.
Brooklyn 8trike riots. ’
~ War with Spain.

 ‘ Drab indeed was the year 188l. For the first time in its
'historyi the 23rd regiment failed to @@m@éﬂﬁagﬁ&@ﬁgmgﬁgggﬁﬁigaﬁﬁfMgﬁah
shm@ at Creedmoor; the regiment also failed to enter the State Match.
'vBut_bne‘bright spot in its marksmanship for‘thatbyear,‘was the quali-f
“fication of one hundred‘and fiftyvdneimarKSmgnJ, There wére eight for-
maﬁiohs of importance duringk1881:[Januafy‘zgth, re#iew tendered General
fBarnéS% General Inspector of Rifle Pracfioe, Se R‘»Y;, when shodting
deCorations were awar&ed for the previous year. March 26th, review
~tendered General lplineux, Commanding 1llth Brigade. April 25rd; reﬁiew
tendered General Jourdan, Commanding the 2nd Division. May 15th, Church
paﬁédg.bfthe regiment and its veterans. May 17th, the 23rd escorting
k~the First Corps of Cadets of Boston through New York, en.route-tO'YorKQ
town, Virginia, May 21st, Parade of the 22nd and 23rd regiments at
Prospech Parkﬁfor purposes of ieview by Major General Shaler, Caﬁmand—
ing the 1st Division; May 30th, Decoration ﬁay‘parade, September‘ZISt,
annual inspection and‘muster>at Prospect Pérk. ‘ \ '

The recehtly appoinfed Chaplain William A. Leonard, re-
signed hié commission February 7th, 1881; he was succeeded by the Rev.
Charles HI. Hall D. D., coﬁmissioned February 9th. Lieut. Colopel Willis
L. Ogden resigned March 19th, and Major John B. Frothingham received his
promotion to that post April llth; Captain Charles L. Fincke took hie
Majority, May 2nd, 1881. | '

It was about this time that some unknown individual
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&f thé genus Pedieulous opened a controversy through the medium of the
préas, claiming that the 23rd regimentbhad no guthority for presuming
~to wear the emblem of the 6th Arﬁy*Ccrps (with which it had béén associ«
ated in the Civil War) and demanding that'officiél action be takén inii
the matter. To substantiate the claim of the regiment that it held that
right, Colonel Partridge submitted the question to the Society of the
Siﬁth Corpé; After months of research, the Society returned its vefdigt
agaiﬁst the 23rd regimenﬁ. Thoroughly aroused at so foul a decision,
Colonel Partriége brought forwardiproof that his regiment was"legally
and morally entitled to its cherished claim. We quote~from the Colonelt®
correspondence addreséed to the Seoretary*of the Society of the Sixth
Corps, under date of Nﬁvember 14th, 1881: |

X X x "In this report it is claimed that the
Twenty Third Regiment was not attached to the Sixth
Corps,or even to the Army of the Potomac,that no
proof exists that the 23rd Militia were at any time,
or were they in any way,connected with the Sixth Army
Corpssthough the report admits that during the Gettys-
burg campaign the regiment was in a Division of troops
commanded by General W.F.Smith." x x x o :
- #*In reply I beg to call attention to the
admission in your committee's report of the faet that
the Twenty Third was in a Division commanded by General
W.F.Smith,and also to an extract from Special Orders No.
120,dated H.Q.Army of the Potomac,JJuly 15th,1863,and
signed "By Command of Major General Meade;+S,Williams,
AA.G." which is on record at the War Department,and
reads as follows:- v . el
X X x "The troops composing the command of Brigad-
ier General W.F.Smith,are relieved from further service
with the Army of the Potomac and will be reported to Major
General Couch for instructions.™ x x x ‘ -
T o "This seems to me to be pretty good proof that
the Twenty: Third ‘Regimenhewnd httafhedcte.the Armf of the
Potomac." x x x "As to the right of the members of the
regiment to wear the insignia,I would pronounce that ex=
‘pression as simply an opinion which the Society of the
Sixth Army Corps has undoubted right to entertain." x x x
’ "I agree with the statemeht that this ds.a-use-
1as§ controversy -- at least as far as the Commandant of this
regiment is concerned.Speecial OrdersliNeid0,Seriescdf 11880,
from General Headquarters,S.N.Y.,published in accordance with
the_provisions of the Military Code and Regulations of this
State,prescribes the uniform of this regiment,including the
Greek;Cross on the breastplate,and as Commandant of the regi-
ment,it is a part of my duty to see that the order is obey-
ed. X X X ,
(Signed) John N.Partridge, =~
_ Colonel
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As to the 23rd regiment's connection with the 6th Gofps
in the‘ﬁettysburg cémp&ign ofH;a63,_Colonel Partridge very properlym
/asserts that it is(a‘fact easily prbved by many reputable citizems of
Brooklyn, formervmembefs of the regimeﬁt, that the 23rd was on ordered
duty'with troqpé of that Corps, wereiCOnstantly'mingling with them, thadt
‘its members at that‘time wore the 6th Corps badge conspicuously and tha
‘no protest againsﬁ'its being worn was thén.made. Further than this, thev
 War Department, in the year 1921, aﬁproved the claim of the regimeht,
authorizing the Greek Cross of the'ﬁth Corps to be blazoned on its regi-
| mental color. If_the writer has discussed the suhject’at toa‘great
length, it is to impress upon the reader the faét that the regimenﬁ
‘never has er never‘will lay claim.to avhievéménts to which it is not

entitled. With this'We,CIose the uninteresting chapter of the year 1881

Insignia of the
Twenty Third Regiment
N.G.S.N.Y.

In which is embodied
the badge of the
Sixth Army Corps.

/

The re-organlzation of the Eatlonal Guard, effective
January lst, 1882, proved another step forward in spite of the fact that
through the re-organization, some three thousand officers and men were
mustered out of service, ieaving‘a reSiéuum&éfagpynaﬁiméﬁélyﬁﬁwéEWe

thousand five hundred rank and file; by this change the Guard was con-
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‘Jsoiidafed into four divisions of eight Infantry brigades andksevgn
‘ battefies of‘light artillery --Vattached, as listed.

First Division:

Major General Alexander Shaler.

Comprising the First and SecondkBrigades, 1st and 2nd Batteries:

First Brigade: ! g Secdnd Brigades
Brig. Gen. Wm. G. Ward. ‘  Brig. Gen. J. M. Varian.
9th Infantry ~ 7th Infantry
11th Infantry : ‘ - 8th Infantry
12th Infantry \ S . 69th Infantry

22nd Infantry ' : ‘ 71st Infantry
; ‘ Second Divisiont ‘

i

Ma jor General James Jourdan.

Comprising the Third and Fourth Brigades and Srd;Battery= 'v :

'Third‘Brigade:‘ | - Fourth Brigéde:
Brig. Gen. C. T. Christemsen. ~  Brig. Gen. Wm. H. Brownell.
- 13th Infantry ‘ - 23rd Infantry
14th Infantry , o 32nd Infantry
I7th Separate Company, Inf. 47th Infantry

Third Divisions:

Major General Joseph ﬁf Garr.

4 @ AV AR I

Comprising Fifth and Sixth Brigadésband 4th Batterys

Fifth Brigades : - Sixth Brigade:

Brig. Gen. T. Ellery Lord. ‘ . Brig. Gen. S. Dering.
10th Battalion, Inf. ‘

4th Separate Company, Inf. ‘ 3rd Separate Company, Inf.

5th do do gth do do

6th do do , 18th  do do
Tth  do do #2nd = do do
10th  do do 24th  do do
1lth do do 27th do do
12th do do 28th do do
14th do do . 3l1st do do
15th do do 33rd do do
l16th do do ‘ 35th do do
19th do do 36th do do
21st do do 37th do do
23rd do do
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Fourth Division*

thor General William F. ROgers.

Comprising the Seventh -and Eighth.Brigades, 5th, ﬁth & ?th Batteries.

Seventh Brigade. : ‘ ' Elghth Brlgadea

*Brig. Gen. D. H. Bruce: - Brig. Gen. John C. Graves:

lst beparate Company, Inf, : 65th Infantry

2nd - do do 74th Infantry

20th do do v ‘ 8th Separate Ccmpany; Inf.
- 25th do do 13th do do
- 29th do - do 26th do do

30th do do e

32nd do do

34th do do

38th do do
. 39th do do

40th do do

41st do - do

42nd do do

Thus the 23rd regiment became a unit of the 4th
Brigade, 2nd Division; the change marked the opening of a‘year fiIIed
with interesting happenings in the life of the regiment. Through his
appointment as Fire Commissioner of the City of Brooklyn, Colonel Partrid
felt obliged to sever'his‘military connections; accordingly, he resigned
vFebruaiy'lﬁﬁh; 1&82./ At a fairwell review held February 25th, the régi-
ment was commanded by‘Lieut. Colonel Frothiﬁgham; ~As in the case of
Colonel War&; Colonel‘P&rtridge was destined to again command the 23rd as
will be Shown. Colonel Rodney C Ward had in the meantlme, ‘been reealled
w1th date of rank from March Sth, of that year.

An evening of ceremonial display followed by
dancing marked a review tendered Brigadier General William,H. Brownell,
the newly'appointed‘commander of the gth brigade on March llth, the oe~
casiun‘ﬁelebrating'the reappearancevof Colonel Ward at the head of his
regiment; press notices commenting on the performance, agree that never ha
the 23rd shown to better advantage in'appearanée, steadiness and marching.
In fancy we picture the march-past as the cadenced tramp of feet --

, "Kept time - time - time,
(151) "In a sort of rhythmic rhyme"



(182)

%0 the music of "The Grenadiers.” This brilliant affair was followed
| by another of’equaldpdmp On Aprildlsf,‘when ﬁhe rggiment was‘re#ieWed

by Major General James Iaurdan,-cdmmanding‘the 2nd divisien:’a promenade

concert and the presentation of a dress sword to Calcnel Ward by the

‘ Véteran &ssoclatlon preceded the review.

By direction of the Adjutant General, a board of Officer

eonvened‘for-the purpose of submitting a model "service uniform" fer'the

National Guard of the State of New York; the board reported its findings

and recommendations'February ZISt, 1882, and the adoption of such‘a»

uniform¥patterhed after the recommendations of the board followed. A des

: serlptlon of this bill of dress would indlcate tfull dress" rather than

“serviee“ as we understand the term yet it was de51gnated a servzce

unlform nevertheless. CS.;G. Ko. 185, A, G. O. Kov. 25rd, 1881. Report
}cf ‘board maned under that order - Page 208, ﬁJ G. O. Report for the

year 1882):

Qﬁ&%:;&ddarEVhlue double breasted frockj;stock
- ecollar,shoulder tabs,slashes on sleeves
and plaits in skirts of light blue.

. HEADxBRESS A blaek spiked helmet; ehlﬂ»strap,
buttons and helmet plate of brass;
regimental designation superimpoo
sed in silver numerals.

TROUSERS: Light blue with dark blue strlpes."

 For purposes of fatigue duty, a cap w;thjfailing top
and crescent shaped falling visor, cammomly~known as the WMcClelian*;cap,
replaced the helmet; the writer recalls bﬁt'cne,drganizatidnddf the
Guard who as late as 1894,1retained the}MhCleIlen caps this‘was the old
5th Batterg~cf Syracuse. | S |

The year 1882, marks the Inauguratloniof the State Camp

’of Instructidn.at Peeksklll, New York, and to the 23rd reglment belongs

the distinction of officially opening the reservation.  But before re-

- lating the details of its first’tour of camp duty, let us na%e a few

interesting facts concerningdfhe camp site. The area originajly com-

Prised about ninetv seven asrrea af +ha e A-_ A =



on a bluff overlooking the Hudson and what was then ecalled "Peeks Creek™:
the site was secured to the State by a lease for one year from May lst,
1882, at $1, ood.oo with the privilege of two more years at the same
annual rental, and of the purchase of the land for $13,000.00 at any
time within the term of the lease. The ground, intersected by stone
walls and covered to some extent with standing timber, required much
clearing; under the able direction of state engineers the task was
accomplished and in addition, a pump was inétalled for the camp water
supply; & farm house»known to older members of the National Guard as
thevWWhite House"™ stood directly on the south bluff over-looking the
river. This old house served for many years aS'Héadquarters and faced

what was known as “Luxury Row,"™ -- an area raserved for the military

“Brass Hats® of the state who by virtue of fheir rank were permitted |

to(jgziQ away the hours, days, Weeks and months of each camp season,
smugly basklng in the light of thelr own importance.

But all thls is changed. Gone is the White House and
Luxury Row with its bevy of military drones. On the north bluff there
now stands a modefn struéture Which may propefly be termed the "pulée“
of the campj;this is Headquartersywhere efficiency is the keynote of
all that transpires on the plain below; here too,constructive criticism
haszreplaoed the destructive criticism of the o0ld days of which we
speak., But to return to the year 1882: The installatation of é rifle
range, the constructidn of a substantial roadway leading from the lower
highway to the camp and the piping of sweet water from a mountain stream
to a pump house, completed the requirements for the reception of the
23rd regiment.

On the afternoon of July 1lst, the regiment, six hundred
and sixty seven strong, marched from the Clermont Avenue armory to
Jewell's wharf and boarding the S. S. "“Columbia", set sail for Peeks-

kill, Then came the dusty march from Roa Hook and the heartbreaking
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heme streteh up and |aver up untll the plaln was reaehed here stood
a tented city sparkling against the setting sun! Aeross the Hudson,
Duhderburg Mountain (the reputed resting plaee Gf Rip Van Winkie) re-
flected green, gold and purple shades while to the west and north and
east, a panorama of unsurpassed beauty and grandeur met the eye and
soon were.forgotten aching backs and ehafing,étraps of the military
harness as thehregiment”steqd‘enﬁranced at this truly glorioes manifest
etioh of the handiwork'of'ﬁhe Greaf Creator. With the concludlng noees
'of ceremony attending the offiecial opening of the reservatlcn, the 23rd
prcceeded to set upr“housekeeplng“* and as nlght settled over the camp
the szlver notes of the bugle echoed far and wxde.
| "Fades.the llght,

And afar :

Goeth day, i N

Cometh night; '

And a star

Leadeth all

To their rest." ‘ :

We flnd but one dlscordant note to mar the otherwise '
i.happy’eiperiehce of camp 1ife; a large tent capable of accdmmodating
the entire regimehf, sefved the purpose of a mese hali. kIts arrangement
' Were‘peffeet; long ﬁqdden tablee;VStoeie; crockery and tabiewafe‘gave
ifvthe'appearanceiof‘ahuge restaurent;‘thertent was lighted by oil lamp
ehandeliers; Eariy on;the morninghof'July 2nd, a very_great wind de=-
seended upon the eemp from the morth west. At mess call, the coﬁpanies
.‘fell in and were tﬁplayed" to the mess tent - - a custom followed for
many years, hardly had the men taken,thelr seats, when with a roar ofv
wind the center pole snapped , whereupon, that sectlon.of the tent
collapsed?! Iam:quick succession the remaining poles split and down came
the tent enveloping the regiment as it were, in the meshes of a hugh
bag from which there seemed no escape! Pandemoniumvreigned as dishes,
stoels,,eteaks‘and coffee sailed through the air inflietingvmore or

less phyeieal demage on the unfortunates enmeshed under the
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billowing canvas! 7 _

To the company groueh, to'his ecrony, the habitﬁal,kickez
and to all those of the military profession whb imagine themselves
overworked during the present day period of field training, the‘ap-
pended schedule, copied from the Adjutantveeneralfs Report for the
year 1882, and published especially for their benefit, may it is
hoped, dispel such distorted notions; this then, is the schedule of

duty followed by the 23rd regiment while at the Peekskill camp of

“instruction:
Druvmmers Call — 4.30 A.M.
Reveille ‘ 5.00 A.M.
Coffee and bread served
in company streets:
Siek Call 5.15 A.M.
Drill call 5.30 A.M.
Recall ~7.30 A.H.
Breakfast - 8.00 A.M.
Guard Mount 8.30 A.M.
Drill Call 3.30 A M.
Recall 11.45 AM.
Dinner - _ 12.00 M.
Target Practice —————1.00 P.M.
Drill Call 3.00 P.M.
Recall 5.45 P.M.
Supper — 6.00 P.M.
Dress Parade %.00 P.M.
Retreat .30 P.M.
Tattoo 9.30 P.M.
':Eap& - lo' 50 P.Eo

‘ Foilowing appropriate ceremoniés cbmmemorating Independ-
ence Day, concluded with the National salute fired by a deﬁai} of
artillery at high noon, the regiment stood annual inspection and
muster in the field. Relieved by the 12th regiment on Jﬁly 8th, the
23rd returned to its home station, healthy, happy and greatly en- -
thused over its firét state encampment. |

There were but two changes within the Field and Staff for
that year. 1lst Lieut. and Quartermaster William W. Rossiter resigned
August 23rd, and Lieut. A. A. Thompson was commissioned in that rank,
September }8th. In marksmanship for the year 1882, the regiment

failed in competing for the State and Division trophies, the 7th
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of New York ‘Winni’ngkkthe former and the 14th of Broo‘kljn,‘ the latter.
The qu%stidn 6f néW’uniforms again cohfrontsﬁ us: At a mass meéﬁing _:7
&f the regimenﬁ held December>16th; 1882, it was voted to adopf tﬁé new
state Servicg uniform already'deSCribéd; AcQording;y, on the‘IOth, off
Januafy 1883, the 23:& regiment appearéd for the iﬂst time in'thé tra-
‘ditional grey by which it had been indeﬁtified’for S0 many yearé. It
was at a review tendered Inspector General Philip_Hngriggs'that, the
fégiment appeared ih the state service uniform§ this“wég on January
27th, 1885; Self cons01ous, after the manner of a lad stepping into -
his first long trousers, the 23rd underwent the ordeal of favorable

and harsh criticlsm for and against the change, contrasted agalnst the
handsome grey crossdbelted full dress, the plain though dignified blue
of the State gave the regiment a more‘solld appearance; on the other‘
hand, the abolition of the gre& unifbrm robbed the‘organiZatién»af‘that
air of distinction whlch was its pride. Iﬁ the ceremohies attendﬁng‘
the opening of the Brooklyn Bridge, on May 24th, 1883, the 7th and the
23rd regiments performed escort_and guard duty;throughout the day, re-
ceiving the highestvcommendation«for their sérvices.

Thfough the courtesy of Calcnei Charles Heywood, com-
manding the U. S. M. C., the aﬁnua] inspéctidn and mustef‘df the‘rééi-
ment for the year‘1883,,waé held on the Marine‘Parade‘of the Navy Yard;
the 23ra‘numbered seven hundred and fouf officers‘aﬁd men at this muster.
Commenting‘on the inspection, the Inspector General remarkss "The QSfd
Regiment is one‘ef‘the strongest, most efficient and réliéblekih the
service." The regiment participated in the ceremoniés incident to the‘
Centennial celebration of the terﬁination of the Americaﬁ’Revalution at
Newburgh on the ﬂudson, October 18th, of the same year, and on Novembér
26th, a parade in New York commemorating the evacuation of that ecity by
the British, was somewhat marred by a heavy rainfall; té the "old timers®

of the 23rd, the occasion is referred to as "Saturation Day."
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A formal affair held in the érmory cn the evening
of October 27th,preceded the opening of the regimental gymnasium and
featured a unique gymnastiec entertainment, This was fdllowed by a re=-
view and inspection of the regiment by the division commander,General
Christensen on Novemner _22nd and a Christmas Trecéption.and baik held
in the armory December 27th,brought to a close that busy years

In marksmanship for the year 1883,the 23 rd regiment
again came into its owng the New York State Match was won with a score
of 497,the 7th regiment being a close second with an aggregate o0f426.
The 2nd Division Match was won with a score of 47%,the 1l4th regiment
taking second place With a total of 451 pointse There were but two
ehaﬁges in the Field and Staff for the year, 1lst Lieu't and Commiss¥ary
George W.Street resigned May 2ndihe was succeeded.by Lieu't William Ha
Greenland,cammlsploned.may 4the Gaptaln.walter NJWelker,Inspector of
Rifle Practice,resigned October 1l0th.

The first duty other than armory drills,performed hy
the 23rd regimént‘in the year 1884 was a solemn one, On February 22nd '
the regiment participated in the funeral ceremonies in honor of the late
Lieutenant Commander George DeLong,U.S.N.,and his companions of the iIl’ -
fated "JEANETTE&: This was followed by an item more cheeringjywith the
muster-in of Campany"l" on March 3rd of that yrear,the regiment‘boasted
ten companiesgthe offieers of this company were Captain William H.Lang-
ley,lst Lieu't William J.,Battey and 2nd Lieu't George W.,Middleton Jre

A reunion of the Society of tihie Army of the Potoma&

held in Brooklyn during June 1884 ,proved an event worthy of mentionyin

that the entire 2nd divisien paraded in hener' of Meade's veteransj in-

ecidentally,there was no discenting voice against the wearing of the 6th-
Corps badge by the 23rd regiméﬁ%. At a review tendered Brigadier Gemeral
Brownell Commanding the 4th Brigade,on the evening of May_l&th,l&&&,

shooting decorations and trophies for the preceding_yeaziwere present-
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'eﬁQto the,respecﬁivevWiﬁners; among these were three decorations of
great beauty and value donated by Lieutenant Richard Oliver of the 23rd
regiment, vizg- |

lg The Oliver ledal: Awarded annually te the’companyfmaking
the highest aggregate score in armery team matches.

2 The Oliver Aggregate Medal: Awarded annually to the indiv-
idual making the highest acore in team matches at Creed-
noare

3¢ The Oliver Diamond Badge: Awarded annually to the cdmpany‘
recruiting the greatest number of men during the years

Stlll another decoration greatly esteemed and eager-
1y fought for by meMbers of the neglment,was the "Twenty Thlrd Regi-
ment Grand Gold Medal“ awarded annually to the inleldual.maklngvthe
highest Marksmans score on the Creedmoor Tange. Buiing,the summer of
‘laaéltmo Provisional Begiments were designated to re celve field traln-
1ng at the Peeksk;ll\cam@ of 1nstructiam;mtuh-e“sze¢wreg1ments;;cwmug
posed of Beperate ﬂqm@gnies memntcommanded respectively by Colonel Jos-
iah Portei of the 22nd regiment and by Colonel Rodney C.Ward of the 231
such- congaldiations made possible the bringing tzéether of isolated

units which by reason of their geographical lacatianslthrbughout the
stateﬁseldbm if e#er engaged in,baftalinnror regimental formations.

. mMQuragimﬂmt.nWMbaradwaewan.hnndxad @and thi¥ty ninel at
thie” ammhﬂ:‘ }mufater heldl nmw ‘1%@3‘111%”& ugene W.Burd wascbon’HMarch

caiﬁingﬂhxa apyeintmﬁnt ag Ebgimﬂnta&rﬁdjﬁtantyﬂtx‘l&ﬁhuﬂﬁ the same: year
Commlssary Wllllam.H.Greenland was on May 12th,app01nted Inspector of
Rifle Practice with rank of Captaim,and Lieu't R;chard Olivex received’
his ap§oin$ment.a61Caﬂmissaryu@fwSubsistaheemaswef that dates

_In the matter of mamkﬁmamm&daba;the regiment onee mere
came tﬁnth@ufaxeoln,thls year the 2nd DlVlSlon Match fell to the 23rd
with an aggregate of 495 polnﬁaywthenalékhutakﬁng;secen@;glﬁa&'Miﬁh.éeﬂ.
In like manner,the regiment won also thé State Maﬁch with a high of 501,
as against 496 rolled up by the 7th of New York. It was during the year

158



1884;that ‘the Offieers Assoeiaﬁian of‘the‘Twemty Third Hegiment Was'
formeé with a charter membershlp of twenﬁy seven.Colanel thn N.Part-
nidge served as flrst Pres1dent of the a83001aﬁ10n;ﬂﬂ e
An 1nteresﬁ1ng and 1ns»ruct1ve ‘paper entltled." The
Com@any“was read by 1&8‘author;Colenel.Wara.before the Nag;onal.Guaré
Aﬁsociaiiuniin the Senate Chamber at Albany during the eonventian3@£
that body on January 2lst,1885;the»merit of théwtreatiss~may‘be judged
by the fact that 1t wa.s ordereé publlsheﬁ and distrlbuteé throughouﬁ
~the National Guard of the state with the compliments of the authcr and
the ASSOCl&thR; By vote of the Coun011 of Ofﬂlcers,a commlttee-appolr
e& to submit a sultable design far aldecoratlon 31gn1fy1ng long ané
uf&lthf&l service within the reglment,ma@orted,lts flﬂdlngs‘ on July
8th, 18855 the prégbse& decofation.Caéthed by the'Couneil)‘iS'ﬁﬁre full
descrlbed in an extract from that reports- ’ | /
% x x " The desmgn ahall be in the form of a Greek Crossy
to be of irom,with the figures 23 upon it,and with a scrall‘
~ of bronze entw1nedAbear1ng the inscription "FIDELIS et CON=-
STANS." The cross te he suspended by a double ribhon with
two white and three blue stripes,from a pin of bronze bear-
- ing the motte "VIGILANTIA."The whole to be knawn as the
‘WRWENTY‘EHIRB REGIMENT IRON CROSS.“ X XX
X X X X 'x X X ‘
¢ Willard L.Canaee,Captaln, , s
eammlttee- ¢ Arthur A.Thampson,lst It & Qdﬁ.

A.dopted:k : t Fred'k L.Holmes,lst It & Adj'.
Brooklyn,July 8th 1885.

Conditions governzng the‘pmegeniég%%gﬁaﬂlZ{{:”

of the Irom Crosg.

- # Those who have served or may hereafter serve ten years ar
more in the 23rd Regiment shall e entltled,to the award of
+the Iron Cross as follows:—"~

For 10 years serviee,the Iron Cross with bronze scroll.

For 1b years service,  do do de silver scroll
Por 20 years service, do de do gold scrolle
For 25 years service, do do do gold scroll

with figures "23" set in diamonds.

"Ex-members of the regiment who hawve served their term
of enlistment therein and who have served two or more
vears in the Army or Navy of the United States during
~the warashall be entitled to the Iran Cross w1th.bronze
scroll. :
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"Active members of the Regiment who have not com-
‘pleted their term of serviece,but who have served . -
two. ar more years in the Army or Navy of the United
States during the war,shall,upon the completion of

their term of service in the Regiment,be entitled te
the I®on Cross with bronze scroll." ‘

X X X X X
The death of General Ulysses S.Grant,Cormanding the Arm-
"ies of the United States occured July 23rd,1885,at Mt JMcGregor,New York
Funeral ceremonies held in New Yerk Gitysdugush aﬁhawez9~ﬂn@oubtedl¥ th
most solemn and 1mp051ng ever witnessed in thls countrys a,mllltary pro-
cession in which was represented the Army,Navy and the National Guard
accqmpanied the‘remaiﬂs of the great soldier to their temporary rest-
ing_place in Riverside Park on the banks of the Hudsong on hhis,a¢cas-
ion,the R3rd regiment paraded as a unit of the 4th brigade,2nd dfwis—
ion,ft.&.s oH.Yv’.' st N Ty
| The regiment performed its second tour of camp duty at

- Peekskillk during the week of June»l&thpzoth,laaﬁ,receiving from the Pay-
master the neat sum of §5,887.50 for services réndered}this munificent
outlay of state funds was based on the then authorized rate'of pay for
any and all active mllltary service within the State of New Yyrkge-

Privetes and EUSlclans —-»$ 1.25 per dlem.

All nen-tomm.officers -‘\& 1,501 de
Lieutenants,lst & 2nd -~ § 2,50 de

Captaing L--—emmcmmcmaa- - % 3,00 do

Field officers belam the

rank of Colonel ==e=m—-=-= $ 4,00 do : .
Colonels —— $ 5.00 de i

‘Tha“strength of the regiment dnriﬁgwhhattyearewaSanm$What
less than usual;this for the logical reason that scrupulous care was
eoﬁstantly exercised in selecting material for its rankséBut while the
muster returns for 1885 shows a membership of but six hundfed,&nd ninet
the 25ré stood first in attendanee withi.a percentage of 91.88 -- the
highest mark attained by any organization of the Guard.

Wevhere turn to the subject of rifle marksmanshiptfor that

year.lieutt John S.Shepherd rolled up a score of 47 out of a possible
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50 at =200 and 500 yards -- 5 shots en each rangej in achieveing,this
remarkable feoord,he was one of fifteen sharpshooters'scoring 42 or
better; Ebur marksmen completed their eleventh qualifiéatipn in that
class; The regiment ﬁon the 2nd division.trophy with an aggregate‘af
4?8;thé 14th regiment scored second with 457. In the State Match the
23rd regiment won with a high of 487,the 1l4th claiming second place
with 46§gthe 12th taking third place with 467 and the Tth,fourth place
with 466.

‘ | ) In the Inter-State}M&teh for that year,a team of thirteen
representiﬁg the State of New York (of which six represented the 23rd
regiment Jbeat the Fennsyivania team by 11 points,New Yorkfséoring 968
and.Ebnnsylmania 9573but the New.Yorkers were themselveszbeatén'by ﬁh@
team of the Division of the Atlantie,U.S.Army,with a score of 997.In

a eampetitiaﬁ to determine the Ch&mpion,ﬁarksman,of the State of New
York,the three contestants scored~£he following truly remarkable aggre=

gatess~ , ‘ R \
Name: 200 Yards: 500 Yards: Totals

. Ord.Sgt T.J.Dolan, 45 49 94
12th Regiment: ‘

10 shots at
each rangeg

th':‘Faﬂleini “ 46 48 o4 - Taotal possi-

m” SENPWRIANIRY

17th Sep.Cos Ries 210G
‘ . : : , 8 ‘ Remln%ton,

Lieu't John S.Shep- 47 46 - 93 Calsd

herd, ; ‘

23rd Regimente

Major Charles L.Fincke resigned February 18th,1885 and

Captain Alexander S.,Bacon was commissioned a Major November 1l6th of
nt Stanwoed resigned March 14th,1885, Lleu't Frederiek
that year&ﬁgggfa sﬂr%ﬁxﬁ&nﬂ. %r 1&&&&? o

Troimres ~was- U =
L.Holmes receiving his apgeintment~as Adjutant March alst,on ,uua.3n&
Eg@ﬂmﬁrﬂxﬁk%&hﬁﬁﬁnﬁnnznmnnnz@rimxrcxmmﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁraﬁ—emgwaanramdraﬁaagnmsmﬁr
he was commis@ioned a eggtain and asszgned te Company"I",whereupon Cap-
iuxikmgmugduﬁlemwhék‘ : ; = Frgrone- HhBure- ectrire-Reyinrermrt .
tain Burd whe had reslgned @ctaber lsty ef that year,was recalled @ctobe
- el Adjutent- Dotober 4-6tdn-
I?th as ﬁdautant with rank of l1lst Lieutenant. With the promotion of Col
A e pronotl-one <0f- Gokonod- Wapd- <4ro- e~ 1ot -of~ Brdghe
gnél Ward te the rank of Brigadier Gemeral on February 25th,1886,and
adler General -01r Belr-riransy 300t S86 antd- Jri-6- o 4ﬁr4&m>1xmmmunk
his assignment to the 4th Brigade,Charles L,Fincke,recently resigned
afi the Abh Brigade e (harlos Irdiinoke sdo- had- sesiagned 4he Jean-bof-oney

161




. Colonel Charles L.Fincke,
Commanding Twenty-third Regiment ,NGSNY.

1886 -- 1887

Facing page #



with rank of Majorgwas recalled and cqmmissioneéwaolqnel,af;the 23&&_’
regiment,llarch zgnd, Lieu't quanei,John B;Erothingham.resigned.mardh
iﬁthroﬁ that year and Majdr Alexander S.Bacon was prpmoted tovfill.the

vacancy;March 22nd. Captain Charles Ewwatera accepted his Majority as

 of April 19the In>the Medical Department,iat Lieu't an&JAssist&nt Sure

geon Edward S.Bunker resigned April 218t,1886 and was replaced by Wil-
liam ‘E.Spencer,eommissionsd April 26th;_Oh Apri1.zlst‘of the same year,

Chaplain Charles H.Hall tendered his resignation and George R.Van De

Water,the eminent Erooklyn>Divine received his commission as Chap;ain,

witerdnk of Captain,May 24th. Available re¢0fds give no intim@tiaﬁ’of
the éausé.of_these wholesale resigﬁatianseagrbpgs‘ﬁﬁuﬁhﬁ subject of‘
ghanges.wi£hiﬁthe Field and Staff for that yéar,isvthﬁ nilitary record
of’Lieu‘t‘Oolonel‘Bacon. Entering the Hnited;ﬁt@tea Military‘Aéademy
Jaly ;zt,la?a;Cadet’BaCQn son the first anniversary of ‘the even£&8toéd
aecond in a class Cf‘sevenﬁjrfeurg&t the aiaae'pf his sécond‘year,he’
-had attained secbhd place in a:class of sixty ane*at'the &lase of his
tblrd year at the academy;ﬁaeon stoad.seventh in agclass of flfty four,

ana 1n June 1876 he was graduated.ﬂumber faur in a class of forty elght

While &uCadet;haheLithe appointments of Cadet Corporal,Sergg&nm &nd

‘ Cadet Gaptain,‘ﬂpcn gradu&tian,he was COmmiSSianed'in‘thevArtillery;hia

serv1ce belng d1v1ded beLWeen.the Indian Terrltory and Fort AdamagR.I.

Lleuten@nt Bacon r651bned fram the army in 18784

_ Durlng the year 1886,the reglmeat was rev1ewed.by Brlg
adier*Gengral CharlesIE.Rdﬁblns,Inapector of lele'?Tactlce,S.N;Y.gﬂﬁbmt
ary - 13th;éand byMeajor GeneralfJésiah Porter,the,Adjutant General,dtate of
Néw York,ﬂn ﬁarch l&th,mhen two hundred actlve and veteran members of
the 23rd were decorated mlth the”Iron Crass”,and General Ward rbcelved
fram"h;s former regiment a cgmplete set af hcrse equ;pment and uniforms
appropriate‘to his neW'rank;togethér with a‘dress sword and belt; va=w
marchientitled "The Iron Cross™ cdmposed for the occasion by the‘newly

appointed Bandmaster Alfred B.Fochs and dedicated to the regiment,was
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received with tremendousuappihse. During the month.gf May‘lsaﬁ,the
=5rd conducted a.éepies of o;tdoar battalion,drills;these formations
were held in the Navy Yard,and on May 31lst,the fegiment received the
signal honor of escorting His Excellency,Grover Clevelahd?President
of the United States, to the Présidentisl.reviewing stand,the occasion
ﬁeihg:a:rggiew of troqps‘participating in the Decaratidn Day parade,
by the Chief Executive. |
| July Srd.maxked the second excursion to Newportjpass-

bing the Berklyn Club en route to the pier,Colonel Fincke,discerning
the soldierly figure of General Molineux(former Lieutenant Colonel of
the 23rdﬂ&egiment) rendered him the honor‘of a marching salute.‘Arriv'
ing at‘Newport;the regiment pitched camp on the bluffs as beforejthis
‘ c&mp was named QCamp'wetmorem‘in honor of His Excellency George Pea-
‘body Wetmore,Governor of the State_of Ehode: Islandnghe return of’thev
23rd tovBrocklyn on the 9th instant,brought to a close a week of cere-
 monies,entertaimment and feasting.

| Thé Guard eﬁperieﬁced a shock during the summer of
1886,When on August‘ﬁth,it Was~once.more.re-orgahized; -- this time
on & basis of Brigades, By this re-organization,all.DivisioﬁgBrigade
and.staff officers of the National Guard as it existed prior to the
pramulgation of the order,were rendered"Superhumérary by disbandment®
as‘provided for under the Military Code of the stategthus,Genéral
Rodney C.Ward,Commanding thé 4th_Brigada passed into oblivian in se
fér as his military career Was concerned. Cf the newly created bri-
 gades,our interest lies with the lst and Z2ndjthe remaining twe com-
prisingéup-state unite having no bearing on this historye. |

Pirst Brigades

Brigadier Gen'l Louis Fitzgerald.

lst Battery,F.A.
2nd Battery,F.A,
7th Infantry
8th © ‘de’
9th do
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1ith Infantry

12%h da
22nd do
69th do
Tlst do

Second Brigades

Brigadier Genﬁl James McLeer.

Zrd.Battery~Gat11ng
13th Infantry

14th do
23rd da
32nd da
47th do

- 17th Separate Company,lnf.,

_ | chinbident with this‘change;a regbrt had been industriously
circulated that the re;qrgaﬁizaticn savored of‘poliﬁ;es@in;that a Major
'Géneral had bean selected to domménd the Héw York Division -- if indeed,
such was to be its d331gnatlon; but 1n his report for that year,the Adj=
utant General says,“ﬁc such appolntment has been contemgl&ted,nor is it -
‘recammended'by}thla_Eepartment.” If we are to believe this blunt state-
vment,we mus§ accept_the re-brganiéation in ﬁhe interests cf‘efficieﬁcys
_For the pﬂxposérof'béqoming béttér acQuéinted Withkthe'strength.;anéﬁg
kefficiency of the neﬁly organized 2nd Brigade,éovetnor David B.Hill or-
dered a formation of tﬁis unit;accordingly,on October 7th,l886,ﬁhevbri-
gade assembled on the Earade Ground at Pr@spect Eark for 1nspect1an and
review by His Excellency;

Again the question of full.dress unifofhs: At a mass meeting
of the regiment held‘Octpber 12th of that year,it wés decided to abolish
the "State Service uniform“,and-adept in its stead.a grey full dress. Of=-
ficers were however,to retainvthe,State uniform and all ranks,both com=-
missioned and enlisted,would retafﬁ the spiked helmet. The 23rd regiment
appeaxéd in the State service uniform for the last time at a review ten-
dered.Brigadier General Mc Leer on the evening of December 11th,l1886.

At its annual inspection and muster held October 2bth,the

regiment numbered six hundred and ninety five with a pefcentage of attend.
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ance of 9?,12¢‘f?h@a percentage®,remarks the I@spegtdr Geﬁeralg“far ex=
aeedsﬂthahwqf»any‘qther regimenﬁ Tor the year 1886." In markamaﬁship,
the,erd won.the¥3nd.Brigade Match with an aggrégaﬁé of 4&?;?@@&%1&%&
took Second.place.with’457»énd the l4th,thir& place With;élsg b@tfin'
the State Match thelzzkd.lqst to the 7th by 5 points,high being 495,
The‘regiment qualified twenty three: sharpshooters and three hundred
and43evenimarksmeﬁ as compared with eighteen of the férmer and two hune
dred aﬁdﬁfqrﬁyt@frth& ia@tgr@ingtheaygazﬁgréceding. ﬁhé Eigu?e of ﬂbrit
within the regiment was won by c‘qmjpa.ny'*x"* with a percentage of 804874 |
| | | During the month of December 1886,a.mon£hly'regin
mental gaurnal tlﬁled ”ﬁ&RS”zmade its 1n1t1al agpearance, this 1nter~
' estlng magaz1ne centlnued 1n c1rculat1an untll thﬂ year 188% when 1ts
: publlc&tlon ceased. It was 1n January 1886 that thﬁ Veteran Asseclatlsn'
_presented to Lhe raglment tnree h&nﬂsame deeor@tlens known as *?eteran
J'Recrultlng Medals“; these were an &nmual)amard to tha 1n&iv1dual se~
‘eurlng recrults as shown*a | | |
| Gold,msdal- For 7 recrults or Gverg

‘Silver medals For 5 recruits.
Bronze medait Fdr 3 recruitse

: We now enter upcn the exceptlonally'buay and 1nter-
;«estlng year,la&?, Probably the greatest entertalnment ever attempted.by,
o tha.azrd regiment Qccured on the evenlng of January zath at the.ﬁcadw
amy of music the brllllant affalr known as the "3ilver T:%.eceptzi.cm”E prov~
ed a memor&ble»3001al event in the hlsﬁory of the/reglment lnlthat it
marked the twenty fiﬁth.annivefsaiy‘df'its existanaa; The Honorable
D&vid'B\Hill,chernar ofvthe State off New York and»Cqmmander-iﬁ~Chief
of its military forces,reviewéd the regiment,in»thg;armory,EEbrnﬁryTEi&t
wheh for the}first tiiamLEm'thastraaps appeared in the new grey fulk

dress uniform. Following this,the 25rd was on March 19th,reviewed by
His Honor Déﬁiel,m;ﬁhitney;Mayor of the City of Brooklynja feature of
this review was the presentation‘of shooting trophieé‘and recrulting
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" decorations for the year just passed. Still another event of note |
was held»inmthe armqryionymay Vth,when‘Colqnel William Eveydell Jr.,‘
the first Colonel:of thélreginent,revieved his old)comsndyiawards of
the"Iron Cross® followed the ceremony. Golonel‘Fincké resigned fiom
the service May 11th,18873it was not until October  1%th;188%: .that !
Colonellzartridge was recallecd to adminiéter;the affairs of the 23rd
regiment} ﬁh@icqmmand#during the interim fell to Lieu't:Coleonel Bacone
‘This brilliant officer resigned October 25th of the same years |
With‘the coming of spring,the regiment participated!
in‘daylightlskirmiah drills'qn the P&rade Ground and on July 16th,pro-
‘caededjta the damp of insﬁrubtionvat Péekskillﬁfér a period of cn&'
Week,thus éam@leting»its third‘tour of camg duﬁj; Probably the greats=
e%éfumi}itaty event of the year,was the trip tae Ehiladalphiagthﬁ aC~-
' caaiénwcnmmemcrating the éonétitutionvCentennial cé1ebratiQn;_inagixﬁd
1the”regiment.with a déﬁermiﬁation to axcei in‘appgaranaa and soldier=
l& conduct as representatives of thelﬁmpire Stateg in the great parade
of September l@th the OSrd regiment“racéiwédwa%tram&ﬂﬁans Gvatian‘as it
marched up Broad Street WlthkSOlld fronts of thlrty two filesi o
The annual muster held October lOth,of that year show
a total meﬁmershlp of 31x,hundxed and eighty six with &,percentage of
attendanaa-of 97¢5?, In marksmanSQLQ for:the ye&r lBS?,there were qualil
: fled four hundred and flfty §ix marksmen aabagalnut three.hundred and
seven in the precedlng yearsthe regxmant quallfled,forty one sharp=
shoetera W1th‘scorea of g2~pr qver,out of‘a p0851b1e 50+ The 23rd egi-
ment won the State M@tdh with an aggregate of 524;the 7th took‘seCond
place with 5001@piﬁtau The 25rd won also the 2nd Brigade Match with a
total of 513,beating the-13th regiment by 12 points. As in the previcus
year,Campany*I"v attaingd the highest Pigure of Merit in the 2nd brigad
with a.percentage of 88.38.

Captain Alexis C.Smith was promoted a Lieu't Colone:
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December 5th,l 87. lajor Surreom,Edw1n A.Lewis resigned June lBﬁh and
‘Was,SUEceeded by Captain William E.Spencer,pramoted_a«ﬁajor;ﬁ.ﬂ,ﬂcw~'
ember Eéthgﬁenry L.Cochran was commissioned Assistant Surgeon Withyrank
of Captain as of the same date. Captaln William H;Greenland,I ReP.yre=-
signed‘December 22nd. On January 3rd,l888,Heywoad C.Broun was commissio:
ed a Captain and .appointed: Regimehtal I.R.P, First Lieu?@ Theodore W,
Sillcocks was appointed Regimental Adjutant January 25th,vice Burd re-
tired as of the same datee v
gamp&red.with the activities of the year just»paSaed,

the regimént ﬁaand hmtslittle:di?ension to break the monotony of routihe
drillaw‘ There mas a revieW'on Janvary 21st by His Ponor,Alfred C.Chapi
Eﬁyo# of the City Qf‘BrouKlyn;there was another dull,revlem'on,Fehruary
25th,when.Brigadier~General Hcleer presented’shootlnv trophies., 8tilk
anotﬂer mbanlnblebs review on.may 2nd by Brlmadler General,fitzgerald of
| the lst Brlwadew Then follomed the Decoratlon Bay parade,amd after that,
"‘a,rev:GW‘qf the«lst and 2nd brigades by Governcr HilX in New York, on
-‘October 19th,1888w At the’annu&l inspegtian énd muster held November 16%
the‘percentage‘of attendance was 98&dﬁgtcta; strenéth,seven hundred.and
Séventﬁ thregw‘The first iﬂ£imation of any thought of se¢uring a new arm
\drylia‘fcundbin the Iﬁspector General's reporﬁ for‘that year,iﬁ which he
remarks:—“ This excellent arganlzatlan.reqnires a more commodious drill
hall and,lt would be ereditable to the county to supply the need.

Under the provisions of G.O.Nb.Bs,A.g,O.,DeQmeer 22nd,
188%7,there was formed the YNew York State Ambulance Corps™,to he compose
of enlisted men detailed fram the several units of each regiment., It may
‘be sald of theﬂaard,regimenttthat.it was the first organization of the
Guard to institute a course of instruction in this useful branch of the
military serviceson May <8th,1888,the names of twenty fiveAmen.qf the
regiment were puhlished in crders as having satisfactorily passed the

prescribed a&amlnatlon entitling them to wear the Red Cross brassardes
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The State Fatigue Uniform,

Adopted 1888.
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The regiment had by now received the state blousey
Wifh this issue,the "fatigue" uniform of the R23rd consisted of # dark
blue.tunlc,sry blue trousers x1th dark blue strlneS;aark blue cap with
straight visor and white leggingsjadd to thls;a leather knapsack with
overcoat rolled thereon,canteen,haversack,cartridge box and scabbard,
and we hawve the citizen soldier of New York,as he appeared for field =
service. With respect to a distinetive button for the new dress uni-
form{which as we have said was at this period worn by enlisted men only)
the aocepted design shows a plain cénveﬁ.aurface highly burnished whth
the numeralgs "23" surrounded by therregimental mgtto,“?IGILANTIA?rabcve,
and the lettefa "N.G.S.N;Y.“ below;the'figures and leﬁters‘:aisedg this
button is still worn by the enlisted personnel of the regim§pt.

In rifle marksmanship fcor the year-leaa,the 25rd regi-
ment again won the State Match wifh a,tpfal of 521y the 7th regiment'stm'
~second Wiﬁh an aggregate of 495, The 23rd won also the 2nd Brigade
"Match with a high of 509 the 13th iatin@VSecond.place with 457. There
were five; hnnﬂmed(amd famty'nlna Quallflcatlens as marksmen during that
season, Once more,qqmpany"l“ carrled off the‘brlgade Flgure of Merit
with a percentage of 83*85.

Chaplain Van De Water ‘had in the meantlme resigned -

July llth,l888 and it was not until chember 26th of the same year that
the Hew;ﬁaberﬁ,ﬂ@ﬁeredith‘was inducted into the military service of the
state‘&s Chaplain.with rank of Captaineh review tendered Brigadier Gene
eral Robbins,General Inspector of Rifle Practice,S. N.Y.,--bn.:%ﬁ:t@w 26th,
IBBQ,uahere& in a year aﬂ 1ncreased ‘Tegimental: acﬁivity; The 23rd went
throubh 1ts motlons before the brigade eqmmander'on.February 23rd and
was again reviewed on April 27th by Colonel EverdelX,the ceremonies of
the evening terminating with the presentation of the recently adopted
One Hundred Percent Duty Medal, --— a regimental awarde.An imposing parade
| commemorating the Centennial of the'inauguration of George Washington as

first President of the United States was held in New

York City,April 30th
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of that yearpin this paﬁade,the State of New York W&glreprasepteéb

by its entire National Guard;lﬁgllawing the Decoration Day ﬁan&da,
the‘régimgﬁtvwent iptorcamb atyPeeksk@ll,cammencing its fourth ﬁour
July 13th, &nd returning to Brocklyn on the 20the o

| .} The announcement of the untimely death of Geﬁ&r&l
Rodney C.ward on the 6th of Sepuember , 1889 ,was recelved.thraughouﬁ
N@tlanal.Guard c1rcles mlth‘dee@ SO0rro¥e Accorded a full.mllltary fa-
neral},the 85rd reglment,hls old cammand,esccrted ahe ramaims to and

fram Grace Church in.Braoklsn where on‘SepteMber lOthklmpyebs;ve Eer-

".‘ viaes were helds a xesume‘qL'the,mllltary aer71ae of this alstingulahp

1ed orﬁlcer is found.ln @.0. Nbg50 AG. O.,September 10Lh 1889*-,
‘ X % x "General Ward's serv;ae in the Guard
hegan January 22nd,185%7,as a private in the Seventh
Regiment,and ended actively,August 5th,1886,a8 Brige=
adier General,Commanding the Fourth Brigade;the re-
“organization of the Guardson the latter date,placing
hlm upan the Supernumerary iist.," %
-t He was a Corporal in the Seventh Regi-
ment,A Captaln in the Thirteenth Regiment and a Captain
in the Twenty Third Regiment,during the term of duty -
performed by those organizations in the War of the Re-
bellion,and aftermards,aﬁ Colonel of the Twenty Third
Regiment,rendered the State most efficient and valua-
ble se;v1ae.“ X X X : SRR , £
Anether mllitary‘procession of‘ﬂdte‘participaﬁei
in bj the . Brd reglment,occured Oc»ober SOth.IBBQ,When the corner- 
stone of the E oldiers' and ballors' Monument at the entranoe of- Pros-
:nect Park mae lald‘ Annual 1uspectlon and muster held 1n the armory
Nbvemuer thh,called for favorable comment and showed the numerlcal
strength»of the reglment as eight hundred and fifty seven,all ranks.
‘There was but one resignation durimg the year,lst Lieutt and Quarter-
master Arthur A.Thompson resigned June 27th,1889 and lst Lieu't George
Bdward Hall received his appointment as Quartermaster November 20the
In record shooting for the year 188%,the regiment
stood second in the State Match,losing to the 7th by seven points,the

winning aggregate beingvﬁol; Again,theb2nd Brigade Match fell to the
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237d regiment with 471 poinmts to ite ereditjin this mateh,the 15th
stoed seeond with an aggregate of 426. The 23rd é;mlif’iéé thirky"eight
ﬂa&rpsheatarﬁ_“amt five huzzd:red a.nd alaven markamen,and far the thlré »
gmwgqﬁm, ysﬁgxfcfompanyﬁl'ﬁ won the brigade Figure of Merit with & per-
eevntagzav of 83,85, L s ;
. In the year 1890- the Leglslature pasaed a bill a.ppm-
ymiating @aoa 000.@6 fer the eractlen of a aew armory for the 23rd regi-
n;ent;ﬂzg structure to stand on Bedford Avemue between .Atla.ntic .Avenue
and Pacific gtfe&t,:.;impasing’ and l;imprégnahle ,(aceo‘i'd;mgf ‘to the architect!
age«cific&tians) would be worthy of the command it was to acc’ammndate;ishe
preposed &rmory mll be more fully described herem&fter.i’he flrst re-
view of tke seaaon eceured in Jamzary of ths.t year and: was ten&er&d 'ehe
Ranera'ble &Hred G.Ghapinglﬁayar' ef the ﬁ;ty of Broek%y'n;and on Febmary
lsth,lmpeetar of Rifle Pmctlee,s.ﬂ Y.;Brigadier General Rebblns,review
ed the regiment and presenteg. marksmanshlp decorations fer the ysax 1889
Private 6. 8. Scatt af Company"A"™ recezving the Oliver Aggmgate Medal for
the highest aggregate acore in ’aea.m natehes at Creedmoer. ?he Twenty Thi
Regiment Grand eoid Medal went to Sergeant Fred A.Wells of compa.ny“B" fo
the highest marksmans' score in the regiment at Creedmoer,hia score bems
4% out of a pesai‘ble\ 56! The Veteran '?rophy went to comPany"I'* in recog-
nition of that company's achievement in atts.lning the: highest percentage
of at tendanc.e: and in winning, the brig,ade Figure. of Merit :E.n rifle prae-
tice on the first regimental practice day at ﬁﬁreeémaar. ‘ e -
©On Harch 15th, 1890 the reglmer:t wag onee more ‘review
ed by ita first Colonal;ﬁilliam Everdell Jr.son which eccasiom Regimental
Long Service decorations,One Hundred Percent DutyiMedals and Red Cross
- badges were pre#ented to the respective winners. Two other reviews fol=-
- fowed inm Quick successionjone,on April 5th,by Brigadier General J.C.Kel-
ton,Adjutant General of the Armyjthe other by Brigadiér General Me Leer
on April 26th,when the Oliver Diamond Badge was presented to Company"D*



for the highest percemtags of increase in memwbership for the preced-
ing years then followed the Decoration Day parade on May 30th. Annual
fnspection and muster of the regiment held June 18th,shows the mumeri-
cal strength of the 23rd to have been eight hundred and sixteen,Noth~
ing of‘ impertance interfered with the amner rest yér‘io&.:

~_ On November 1llth 18%0,the 23rd regiment received the
shoeking news of the death of Golonel ehe.rles L.Fincke.xntering the
::eg iman‘k in the year 1869,he was ‘fe:: many yeaars. active and imﬂluantial
in eontributing to its welfaresunder his cormand the regiment pros-
pered and in his death the 23rd lost a bright example of seldz.erly
qualities and a devoted friend.He was burie& from the Pirst Presby-

terian Church on Henry Stree@mwember 14th,and f&,lﬁxmgh the regi-

ment did not turn out as a bedy,it was well represented at the funer-
&i services by all ranks and graded.

ColoneX Laemis L.Langden Commanding the Iat U.S.Art-
“illery reviewed the regiment on the evening of Brovember 15th and on
Dec-ember 17th,the 23rd passed in review before Governor Morgan G,
Bulkeley of the State of eemec;ticut;ﬁ will be recalled th&i;énférn-‘
or Bulkeley had in years gone by,aerve& with honor in Company"G®--
thﬁ Broeklyn City Guard. 'Eh:ﬁl brings us to the subjeet of rifle marks-
manship for the yeauj 189%0.1;1 the State Mateh the 23rd regiment won
with & score of 487,the 7th regiment taking second place with 481.The

| 23rd @3rd won also the 2nd Brigade Match with an aggregate of 486,the

13th holding second place with 44& points to its credit. Eamparxy"?‘o
won the brigade Figure of Merit \wit}‘l&_ ‘pereentage of &B.Oi;‘theze’.‘were
thirty sharpshooter qualifications and f’iv;,‘é” hundred and six qu&lifi-;
cations as marksmen within the regiment.

- The year 1891 opened with the resignation of Cha.p-
lain Meredith on January sth.Cuatomary company and 'batta.l:[an drills,

ﬁ_afrieemb-' schools sinterspersed with what may well be temed gtereoty-

pe reviews,occupied the first months of that yearithis monotonous
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schedule was broken when on June 6th,a provisional brigade compesed

of & battalion of the 1st United States Artilllery,Eroop"A",Cavalry,
and the 23rd regiment,Colonel Langdon of the regulars commanding,par-
ticipated in field exercises on the park parade ground. Following this
event,the regiment performed a tour of field training at Peekskill dur-
ing the week of June 13th-20th of that year. A regimental rifle team
proceeded to Washington D.C. September 12th,to compete in a match with
the National Guard of the District of Colum‘bi/g/team;;of the result,fur-
ther remark will be made.

‘ - We here digress from generalities,focusing our at-

tention on circumstances surrounding the _}a’cquisition of the site on
whi_ch the proposed arrmory(rth‘ve present armory) was to be constructeds
in relating the interesting facts of the matter,the writer is indebte
ed to Mr.William P.Pickett,at that time a 1lst Lieutenant in the 23rd
regimenty it may be said without fear of comtradiction that through
the singl_enessof purpose and untiring energy of this farsighted offi-
cer,the site was secured -~ if only by a &a.pgereusly narrow margine
The original appropriation by the state of %&QG,OQ0.0&- had been ine
creaged in 1891 by $100,000,00. Immediately following’ the su-céessful
attempt of the 23rd regiment im securing appropriations for a new arme-
ory, Colonel David E.ﬁnstin,comma,nding the 13th regimeht,detemined teo
secure like benefits for HIS regiment ;p:evailed upon the Board of Sup;
ervisors of ‘the county of King® to arrange for a county armory.

Thére now arose the guestion of respective armory
sitesy of those considered,the three most prominent appear to have
been that of the present 245th regiment on Sumner Avenue,that of the
14th regiment on Eighth Avenue and the gsite of our présent armory on
Bedfeord Avenue,by all odds the mobsi:desirable, Now it 8o happened that
Colonel Partridge followed a pleasant custom of inviting his company

commanders to meet with him at his residemnce on Sunday mornings to dis=
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cpsgﬂregimental_matte;s and for the enhancgmept'qf aqciability;it was
at one of these meetings held about April first,1891,that the question
of a site suitable for armory purposes was débatea;fTh:ough the absence
of Captain Candee.who was abrqad.pn‘bawinesa.Lieutenant Pickett repre-
sented Company?B” at this meetingjconvinced of the desirability of the
Bedford A#enue site,Lieutenant Pickett had on his own account,examined
the real estate records and had ascertained the names of the owners who
resided in the neighborhood of Poughkeepsie. _

Thus informed,the Lieutemant laid the proposition be=
fore the meeting,backing his axgum@nxsvwith facts and figures and con=-
cluding‘hig earnest_appeal‘with a prop&sal that Colonel Partridge_pra¢
ceed at once to Poughkeepsie for the purpese of securing an option on
the Bedford Avenue propertys td;thia:ﬁh3~ﬁclenamta@@ga&a_@m;ﬁha,morn-
ing of the following day Colonel Partridge fulfilled his mission,res-
turning the,agmexeveping;w&th?thegoptién;of the costs,involwiﬁg~some
thousands qf‘dollars.it.may'be said that the Colonel advanced the amount
frnmnpexscnal funds.But the point of the story rests in the fact that
Colonel Austin of the l3th,unaware of Colonel Partiridge's fortunate en-
tarprise,himself apprpached the awners the day following the securing of
the option,only to find that the 23rd had alreadycconsumiteéd . the deal.

On the afternoon of Novembefﬁl4th,1891,the COrner=
stone of the new armory was laid with fitting ceremony by the Commander-
in-Chief ,Governor David B.Hill in the presence of the assembled regiment,
the Veteran Association,offivers preminent in military circles,city of=-
ficials and diétinguished guests.A silver trowel with ivory handle beaxr-
ing on one side thevemb;em of the 23rd :egiment and on the cther.the in-
scriptian,“vsed in laying the cornerstome of the armory of the Twenty-
third Regiment,N.G.S.N.Y.,by the Commander-in-Chief,Governor David B.Hill,
November 14th,1891,"was according to custom,presented to the Governor at

the conclusion of the notable event, Within the cornerstone,--a gift of
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the V‘ed;emn &saematiun,wexe depoaiteé. a a_ ‘ I ' r @ﬂth@mg&u }
mt.eepies of tﬁm A&jutant Gmaaral'a Eepert f’or that ,af the I.egi«-
zmﬁte _and &aily paperss e::e’f.era partaining to the l&ying ef the:

'stom,a. eertified copy of the bill passed by the Legislature &uthorining

the eanstmc'eiﬁn &f th& amazy,a eencises histary of ths regimt &n& of
the 155th K.Y.Yolunteers cded by Geionel Eolineux,centaining & re-
’ fem&& ta the 251'& nagiment and tm a nta.nd e:: aolara preaameé. the ftm

viteﬂ gwam..

G e geneml éescmiptiem of the armory written by the &rchi-
| tect maa.e @.mmmwm seem mperﬁueas;wt m fanewmg date my at
sm fu'wm time aen‘e as & mference; With the breaking of graun& fcr
' ‘tha structure an .}'uly %th;l&@k hy the cen‘braetesr Kr.,Attile Basquini“
an am& alight}.y in exeesa af t*m mem was exeamted;i.e: tm Iumdreﬁ
ané aewenteen feeﬁ on Bedford Aveme,faﬁr hun&md and sixhean feet en -
&tm&ic Avenue: am’@ fmr hundred an& eighty four fae’h an E&cific $

'.E‘ha bu:.ldwg is a, cembinatian of Rmmaema anei E&naiawnea atylat af
| &rehitectamgthe matemls are ef hard hu:meei briek with maamive eep-
in@s.earnieea ané; lint&:ls ef sarlisle hmmuteae:the gmt tewer rim
to & heigh'a of one hundred and forty four feet,the mm at either side
of the main entranee 'being aeventy feet. -fm ﬁtree’& level te eravzning
vharhe’ates. The center of the base of the i‘l&g sta££ en ﬁw min tam

is Iat, 40 deg:zeen 40 minutess 41.025 aecendaa
Lon. 73 do 59 do 12.&%& de

_ The drill shed measures two hundred by three handred fedt,
”Built to a.ccodate but ten. cempaniea,the datails of the intarimr asf th
&tmctur& are tw well knmm to the ptzesent ganeratian to wa.rmnt fur’&hez
cammentsbut certain changes made necessary by the expansion of the regi-
ment into & nineteen unit organization as it is t/o'dty;e‘glled for cer-
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tain itema of recenatmetien frem tim 'ee tim,a.nd of theu w& mke
mmien. Bsam,serwiw, T8, & e ¥ roe
wsll as tkc ﬁmﬁamaxter*a atmza: :mem and; @uartem af the mela m;le

n.ew acaa:pry me ma aﬁgina}.ly given we»r ta tha regimmtsl gymmsim;
& cemndiwa wiue which :ln the early days eemstitwkaé the liting qm
ters of the ammorer,has for many years answered the purpeses of a so-
called officers® clubjfurther mention of this elub zwcﬁﬁery rac’énﬂ.ﬁ*
tr&mfomeé intea a palatial mémms far the emsaimeé pezaennel
of the reg:lment.wil}. ‘”ae m&a hareinafter. Wetartma @f the em ragim&nt
w:ElI recall the ﬁw Drily Room as being on the seeend ﬂaor..&ll i& &
now ehangadp mb@ivﬁﬂe& mm mnmhm of room: yshe area: sfﬁaﬁa ﬁm.z,
qmmm fﬁ: the: lﬁ&th m&mw ?ent,A.I.. ,the Eediesl Be‘kaehmant md ’
the Battalian emmndemxit heasta alao,a .lam &ﬁ. ww}}; mipped. acho'
‘mm. The SQuat Roam ia now 1%&’&3& on the thir& fl@oz’ and has mz'&

the appeamee ar & theatms 31;111 anether ﬂeer whieh my pmpmrly he
; temaa, a mezzmim,has vziﬁhin recent yem beetn e@netmetei within the
mf m&be& ahwe the Squad Eem; on this level,are to be fomd the

rooms of the B’rat«halian B
tery deswaﬁed to the regiment&l telegmph and telepheme: eeetiem &n& &

sdquarters eompwnie&.& smm rom,a la-h«em.

mdem toilet and ‘wash mm.We shall la.ter speak of eentmpl&ted &1—
terations é.eaigneé for the eemfer& a.nd welfare e:E efﬁeam aml man of
the rekgmant./ ' :
, Baving éiscouraeﬁ at langth on the amery,let us

turn to the ever f&aeimting subieet of rifle markmshipdn f:lw-
State Match for the year laal,the» 23rd regiment m;jn'wi‘t_h' a high of_
520,the Tth taking second place with a total of 51@‘ In the 2nd Bri-
gade Match,the 23rd won with a.xj aggregate of 501,the lﬁth ata.nding __
second with 480. Twe important matches were held at Creedmoor on Sep-
tember 5th of that yearsthe Inter-State Match and the Hiltom Prophy
Match, Both of these matches were won. by New York State tem of f;v'elte
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~ men each, In the first instance,seven men were picked from the 23rd
regiment;the remaining five were chosen from other organisations. In
the sec'ondi instance’.’the 23rd fumiahe& seven men of the team of twelvé:
the perfcxrmmees of ¢ *the B&rd. regimezmt representatitee are eartainly
var‘hhy .gf._ honorable mention as contributing factors in these ,wiﬂ_e.ly

heﬁmlded matches, |
\ Inter-ﬁtata Wa.teh

Rapmaenung the 23::& 200 Yards mtah 500 Yards Totals Aggrega

Reg't on the Few York 10 shots: 10 shotss

sta.ﬁe rifle team: . et

1: Lt. W.P.Pickett '*B'* 4554555445 ’ 4& 5454555555 48 92

23 ITt.Ceo,F. Hamlin"I®" 4444444455 - .42 5554455555 = 48 g0

33 CptiT.S.8nepherd ™™ 45543564444 9 42 5545555445 - 4% . 89 .
43 M.E.M.Field "E" 5444345544 ' 42 < 4545554545 46 = 88

5: Pvt. S.C.Pirie "I"™ 4444444544 41 4544455555 46 . 8%

6: Cpt.Bzra Del mat*ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&& 41 5545455445 .46 . 8%

73 sgt‘F.& Welu "B‘* é&&&%ﬁ%& 40 5&55554&54*, W && LA &6‘

. The New York stata team won with an aggregatc of 1026;
the District of Columbia team secomd,with am aggregate
of 996, Eigh&ﬁt pasamle indiwiém scaze:,l@@. e

Hi Item ?mphy Ha.% ch

R@pwaenting the 23rd 2007
Beg't on the New York % gi
sﬁate rifle ’aeam: :

I: IR.W.P.Pickett "BV T
2%:Lt.Geo F. Hamlin nxw.;3454444 2542545
3: Sgt.F.A.Wells "B™ 5445445 4 4434523 25 9
4z Pvt.H.K Field F* 4444448 28 29 4555454 32 8¢
5p¢ Pvt.S.C.Pirie "I" 444444% 27 ‘4555444 31 3445455 30 8
6: Cpt.Ezra DeForest®C® 3444344 26 5545555 34 4344444 277 &'

Sokob Hh s,
7 ahata: .

l

5 44554 31 W
2542545 27 9

o 'ﬁ: ﬂpt..’l’ .ﬁ.pherd“)” 5&@@&4&4, 26 ‘54‘54&555 | 53 453&&4&3 2.& 8

The New Yerk state tsa.m wen with an agmg:ate of 1665;
~ the District of Columbia team second,with an aggmg&te
of 10@?. Highest posaikie inﬁﬁvidwal aeere 105.

A mateh between a tem af ther 23rd regmem; a.nd a team
picked from ﬁh%;?&tiqn&l Guard of the District of Columbia was shot: i
mahihgﬁ.éa D.C.son September 12th, légl.in whieh th& 23rd wéfn with an
aggrega.te of l@&@,ﬁw :Imtriat team lesing- by 164 pointsg the individ.

ml scores of the %rd zegimental team follows=
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Individual scercs of the

23rd Regiment team in &

match shot at Washington
: B G‘ Segtember lztvh’lﬁglg

Kames 20@ Y&re‘ta 5@@ Yaraa 606 Yar&x Agmgm
"! ahatsx '? shotas '7 shetst

ng: aF’.A¢Wellx - "B"‘ 31 : 53 ‘ 3& - : - 97
Sgt.R.Finlay ngw .51 33 32 ' 96
Cpt.Ezra Ee!umst wcw - 32 . 34 95
Cpt.J.S.Shepherd "D* za 33 - 33 o4
Lt .Geo,F. Hamlin nym 30 32 P 31 . 3
€pl.George Ball  “p® 30 30 32 ‘ 92
Sgt.G.T .Husson w30 - 28 3X 89
It W, P.Pickett wR 30 ‘ 29 .30 89
Prt.H. M. Field npe 28 31 : 29 : 89
Lt.J.T.HulX ops 28 . 32 29 89
Sgt.H.D.Bamilton "g"® 28 | 32 0 24 84

Pvt.S. G.Bime e 3 29 25 Y 38 A 3&

: Eighest pasaihle indiméu&l scwe aia |
each range 35

@enyany”ﬁ?,winnex exf the 2&& Engade Figum a:E Kerit,

A ahewed a percentage of 'M.l:’i fmx uhe year. 'ﬂm ragwant @a&hﬁe& thirbs

‘three Sha:rpahoe’éera ané f;um hmnareé. and thirty nina marksmen durmg the
‘@reeémoar seasen of lagl,and Sesrgean’ﬁ &eorge T.Imamn of company"K"mn
the Eatmnal Eifle Assaei&ﬁiﬁn gold Mksman‘s med&l whese pmnarty it }
mw bwme,he havlng wen it three timen during that year; the final win—
ning scana ef this remark&ble rii‘le shot ia shem a.s follawn:» &t 5@&

| y’arﬁ&,% out of & paesi‘bl& 25;&’@ 600 yarﬁs,a perfec'e aﬁlfet&l,iﬁ out of
a peanble 56! E@r@mesﬁ among this gala.x.x ef*ﬁtam“.w& f:md the me: of
' Bergeant Robert Pinlay of eempany“ﬁ",winner of the military champimsshiy

of the United States in the Prenident'a E&tch uhet at ereeMaan,with &

| acare of 109 out ef a posaible m! 3uch is the record of thu 23rd ret:.-

| ment in rifle mrkamanship for the yea.r 189:1.

@nuOctober: 19th.of cthat yeax,the Ret.ﬁH.hme Gellier
received nis camission as Chaplsin with rank of  © and during the
~aame menth a reviae& system ei‘ drill ‘p‘r‘mmlg&te& ’by the War Department,

superceded Upton's taetlcg,innfng'ainee 18673 the retlaeé manual is known
as the *Infantry Drill Regul&tiona‘,U.S.Amy;lagl'.'
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With the induction into office of Governor Roswell P,
Flawer'en January lst, 1892 the National Guard for the first time in N
itS‘existanee faced the problem of earrying on under a Commander~in-Chie:
hostile to its interests. The appointment by the Governor of Brigadier
General Benjamin M, Whitloek*és General Inspéctor.of Rifle Practice pro=-
duced a condition bo:dering on chaosj; pronounced wholly unfit for the
post by officers higﬁ in thevmilitary service of the state, General
Whitlcck instrumental in abolishing the National Rifle Association furth
ed the retrograde movement in rifle practice by assigning dates for gene
al practice on the Creedmoor range which could not be well met by organi
‘zéﬁions of‘the‘Guard. ’

| With respect to Governor Flower's attitude toward the

‘National Guard the following incidents indicate clearly his unwarranted
disregard for its welfare. (1) His refusal to authdrize decent appropri
ations for needed repairs on the Creedmaar-rifle‘range. (2) His refusal
to eoﬁSider appropriations for the repair of armories. (3) His order |
to abolish all state prizes and trophies for excellence in marksmanship.
(,_4)’ His order for the obliteration of the National Rifle Kggd Associ-
ation. (5) His refusal to‘grént needed appropriations for the completio
of the new armory of the 23rd Regiment then in course of erectionm; it
was only under tremendous political pressure that he was induced to
santion the needed apprOPriations for its completion. 4s a natural re-
sult of all this a marked indifference on the part of metropelitan rggié
ments accustomed to putting forward their best rifle teams in competftio
menifested itself during the shooting season at Creedmoor; with no iﬁ~
centive, interset lagged. e

Yet witha} the Guard carried on 1h,a spirit of true sport
manship confident in the hope &f better things; in this a realization
of that hope was theirs. The first function of the year was a review‘

tendered Mayor David A. Beody; another review by General McLeer oc~
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eumé in February',w‘h‘en deder&ti‘ﬁnia and medals :Eér marksmanship wei:e}‘ »
pra‘séﬁﬁeé.v Reutlna drills fallmved until Aprll an When Colonel Laqn;j.s
U.Saﬁ.,presented lcmg ser\rice and &xz’cy medals tg thaae af the ragiment
whose :ca:thful serviae meri’sed the amr&.:{t wa.s dur:.ng this geriaﬁ tha.t
'she 251-&. participated in fiel& exercisea at Pras:pect I?ark £ar the sole
purpose of acquainting itself with the new drill regulatiems. During the
we ek -6f :uly 5»%11@&@&13& 5»th,a@rbﬁ sional Com:gzs‘.ny compaae'd éf as’mm
ments fﬁnm the neveral em@anias ef tha regzment,pmaeeded te Peekskill
nded hy &aptain Ea.ra Bu Fereﬂt.

for fie.lé traininggthis company was Comms

| e Buri’mg .&ugust of that year.the entire Ha:tmnal Guard

of the s’aate m ardemd on riot duty in aid of the eiul autharitiea. .
x j’i _k-:szzz&mﬁ oF ¢ the Sheriff of Erie county tor tmaps to mm:w

é;alz.g&t,e siﬁuatmn grwing mt of la.ber ﬁrauble& &t Emffam incident te
& atrike ef railmad switelman,the &th B:cigade: reeeive& a::dera te p:ca- -
eee& to the tmubl&é areu atxa the: aﬁte:maen af Augnst lﬁth;mhle ‘ha guar
no lasa than ae'mn'ey mﬁea ef ra:.lrnad yaré yragarty an& six Immﬁreﬁ
nﬂea ef tmck,&d&ition&l tmaﬁs were ea.lled tor&ceerﬁngly.the ent:ire
@!mr& was mebolm:ad. B '

e m:ae %ré. mgmem‘. left its home statien ﬁumng the n:tgh
”of m latmarriring at mmm mwfglmwmg aftemwﬁ;wiﬁh theiestabs
lishment of Headcgnarte rs in th& Wagnar Palace Gan llmpﬁi at Braaémy and
Eailay Avenue:,m awtposts of tha reginent aaet;end&d along the: W&st a:!mre
line f:m Emadmy ﬁa walden Avema in Checkﬁmg& and &leng the“ﬂelt
Line® fmm w.lliam ﬁtre&t &e El&:k Rnakm; the offieial desigmtion given
the sector eommd hy the 231'6. regimen-t wag "Camp 13." That ne loss of
1ife ecaurad within the aectar w8 madeubtedly due to coelnesa and geed
Judgamemt displayed by effieers and men; an e:xamp}.e of Belf m&tmini i

reflected in the case of rriwate Shemn of eompany“ﬁ';atmck in khc
faca with a atgm rhurled by a riater,thia aoi&ier might easnx have: k:in

ed his man;withhaldmg hia‘*ﬁ::e,he arrested the affender,tumins hin
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over to the civil authorities.With a settlement of the strike,s grad-
ual withdrawal of troops commenced.The 23rd regiment relieved fram duty
on the 25th of August,returmed to Brocklyn,and upon reaching its armory
during the aight of the 26th,was dimmissed. For this service,the regi-
ment was authorized to place upon the lance of its Regimental color,s

silver band insc-ribéeé "BUFFAL@ »AUGUST 1’692‘; g ' The fﬂlleﬁng céommmnicat-
ien received by calanel Partridge and pukln.shaé far the infamation of

the reglment,may be called a commendation,

Head@uartam Becond Brigade,
O,SORRQYO e,
& S
Hall of Recors,
_ oo o Brooklyn,August 3?1;11,18&%
“The Commanding Officer,
Twenty third Regiment.-

1Sirg-

It is true that there are same men in this and other
communities who fail to appreciate the value and importe
ance of a National Guard until the moment of emergency is
present. Fortunately however, the mmber is small compareéd
ga the gre&t majority of our patriatie and law abiding eit-

5&3329
e ‘wphe lesson of the past few days will therefore have a
salutary effect upon this class of people,and espicially
will it be productive of good resuits upon those whe seek
redress by other than means within the scege of the 1awa
ef the State.®
%I am very much pleased with the ready response ef the
‘organizations of this Brigad& to the call of the Commend-
ar~in~eh£ef for active service,and appreciate thersughly
re~ the saerifices mecessarily made by the men in
lea.vmg business and home at such short notice,as in the =
case of the Thirteenth and Twenty third Regiments,and the
readiness to move at & moment's notice of the Fourteemth
and Forty seventh Regiments,the Third Battery,&menteenth T3
Separate Company at Flushing and the Signal Corps,"*

* Phe ferbearance of the men of the Thirteenth and Twe-
nty third Regiments under the most trying cirecumstances at
Buffale in refraining from making the most effective use
of their rifleaswhen assaulted with stones,pieces ef iron
ete,is commendable and speaks well ef their soldierly qual-
ities and obedience to orders."™ «

X X X X x x
- Yours ete,
James Me Ieer,
Brigadier Gemera.l.p

The gre&t Golumbian Celebration held in New Ygrk in
@ctoher,lagz will be remembered as & gageant of surpassing grandemr in
which the Regulars,:the,National Guard of this and other states and f‘areigz

TaMN



Colenel John N.Partridge,
Commanding Twentysthird Regiment,
NGNY

1860 -~ 1882
and
1867 -~ 1824



troops partigipated;in this parade,the 23rd_of Brooklyn made a hand-
sume showing. On the 21st of the same month,the regiment again parad-
ed(in Brooklyn)at the dedication of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Memor-
ial Arch at the entrance to Prospect Park, Annual inspection and mus-
ter held in the open,shows a percentage of attendance of 94.88 and a
total strength of seven hundred and eighty two officers and men. There
were but two changes in the Field and Staff. Captain Ezra De Forest
wag on July llth,promoted a Major,vice Waters resigned June 20th,1892,
In marksmanship for'that year,the regiment gqualified
fifty sharpshooters and five hundred and ninety five marksmenjthe State
Mateh was lost to the 7th regimentjthe 12th regiment held second place
and the 23rd,third place. Aggregate acbres of competing teams follow,
7th Regiment =~------ 984
12th 40 =wec=cmcc--= 971
23rd 40 ==wmmsme-e== 946
B In the 2nd Brigade Match,the 23rd regiment won with an
aggregate of 952,the 13th regiment taking second plaee with 923. Major
De Foresthaptain W.L.Candee and Ordnance Sergeant C.E;Bryant,made
their eighteenth consecutive annual qualification  as sharpshooters on
the Creedmoor range. Company"A® won the brigade Pigure of Merit with
a percentage of 55.64.For the enlightemment of the reader not familiar
with the method of computing these percentages,the rule is here givens-
The Company Eiguré‘aflmerit is determined by the percentage of ordered
attendance*on the‘company?s regular praetice dayj,added to thé percent-
age of hits in volley flrlng,dltided by twoe
On January 21st,1893,the Honorable Calvinm E.Pratt,sec-
ond Colonel of the reg1ment,rev1eé\his old command and on April 28th
the 23rd regiment by special invitation,paraded in New York with the'
1st Brigade as escort to»naval forges of foreign powers who on that
day marched down Fifth Avenue as guests of the City. Memorial Day

parade followed on May 30th. A revised manual of Guard Duty adopted
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in March 1893.ca11ed for drills in this important subject of the mili-
tary curriculum,agd more espécially so as the regiment was scheduled
for & tour of field training at the state camp commencing the week of
June IOth, In the meantime,the regiment had,for administrative pure
poses,been formed into two battalions of five companies eachjthe First
Battalion embraced companies "C“,?Dﬁ,”E","F" and "G"; companies "A","BY
"H","I" and "K" comprised the Secopd;ﬁAnnual inspection and muster held
October 26th found}the organization in splendid shape with a member-
ship of eight hundred and five all ranks.In accordance with orders all
ﬁegimentsxcf?the Guard were required to form and maintain a Hospital
Corpsyit is a matter of reeord that in complyimg with the order,the
23rd regiment was the first in the state to report a completely or-
ganized_hospital‘unit. Changes within the Field and Staff for the
year show the appointment of 1st Lieu't Joseph 2.Hullkto the post of
Regimental Adjutant,May 30th,and the resignation of Chaplain Collier

on July 19th, Charles D.Napier was on May 5th,commissioned Assistant
Surgaan with rank of Captain. Fer recruiting over a period ending March

/"4\

31,1893 Company"G" won the Oliver Diamond Badge.

s
#

4 In marksmanShlp,Company“D“ won the Figure of Merit in
the 2nd brigade with a mark of 59.09,again the State Match was lost

to the 7th reglment by 23 pointss but to offset this defeat,the 23rd
regiment won the 2nd Brigade Match with a total of 915 points im its
favor as against 878 scored by the 13th regiment which place& that or=-
ganization in second place. By Executive Order dating March 23rd,1893,
a new and handsqme decoration for excellence in marksmanship was adopt-
ed by the statejtthe medal is df bronze suspended from bars indicating
the number of years of qualificatiom in each class.i.e,-"Marksman",
“Sharpshooter“ and WExpert".The}regiment qualified“five experts,seventy
one sharpshqatars and aix.hnndred and seventy seven marksmen for the

year 1893,and it was during the same year that Captain John S.Shepherd
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of eom:gany"iu* won firat pme in tke*mgerh' emm in the s’aate w:f.th
an a.ggregata a:t 9 uut of & pa.ss,ihle wx whe sudden and Iamemte& de&t]
af thia afﬁe-ient and pﬁp&l&x effiaer wha by hia supe:rlative; akill vzii
Iyn,February lﬁth 18&&; et - ,

feplete with mrprisea and imemsting hapganingﬁ in

ﬁh@ liﬁ‘e m a.c'&iwiﬁex af tke regimemk,the year 1334 wag usherué. in
with a review tendarcd M&yex rlee k.&clﬁem of Brwklyn ‘an Jan-
am 27the | m mth uf m mam’ch fallwimg,the regimnt mreha«t
eral Elfred @.Barnea,and on the same

in mwiaw 'bﬂefam‘_ rigadier
day,te the mrpmse and sarmw af the mg,iﬁent,@'alemal Mm&g& re~-
d frm t&e aem:ﬁee. Lien't eelancl &lexue @.Mﬂ: sumeedcd to

Emm ne: Eemat reeeivwd Iua emisawn a.a Bieut enant %lmel Ka:mh
%th., 'Ehe cﬁstema.ry pxesemt&tian af shaa’eing ﬁn@hﬁes anﬁ &eeamt-
im fex the pemcsdwg year mnamd & review 'eenet i::Br:.gadisr Gen:

aml mitiock,ﬁ I.R.P.&.E.Y. ,an the ewaning ef m:: h ‘Ioth; tha re»

ligna.tmn ef Eagimntal Inspectar of‘ Eiﬂ.e Pracﬁiaeggaptain Beywwa
Q;Bmm fellawed three dagmla’ser. TB@ Rm;ﬁnds&y xarker,&hapl&m
,f’},h 19th,

of the regiment far ma.ny yaara reeeiwed his emiaaien ~
1894, [ e

| Euigna’mé as eaeert fse the rmnn ef that aatezka.na- .
:mg f:.gtwu in tha grea:k. eivil mm&ar @ememl Kenry W.ﬁlecun,m- ,
nent.ly mecessful Gom ﬁemmnder,wheaa death oceumﬁ Ayxil 141;13,'6&&
2&1& reg:mezrk paraded fmm th& ehsuch of the: Eessiah en elemtmt Ave-
mre to @rreenwae&,the final xesting plaee: of the: -ﬁaﬁing&iehad dead.
The retum ef 'ehe annu&l nmster ‘held kpril 30th, :show.the | mﬁxwieai~
gmzengm&ef the: regimeaat as eight hundred and mteezn. ﬁ&-E&y 123;9..
CLB%,&:& ﬁﬁi&a@ Eelmd oy all whe iwepe | m‘i’ril‘;@gaﬁ 46 know him;pass-
‘ed.! mmy into eternityi p threugh 'ahe death of 1lst Licutenant amd



Commissary Richard 01iver(affe¢ticnatelyrcalled “Uncle Dick?)the regi-
ment lost an efficient afficer,a.auperb rifle shot and a true friend.
- The adoption by the state of a’'decoration for Long

and Faithful Service‘dates_from October ;st,lagé;the medallion of this
strikingly handsqme»award is suspended from a red ribbon(laterAehanged
to a red and blue striped ribbon) and is worn at the neck. There are
four classes of this decorations-

4th Classs Ten years service,bronze,

3rd Classs Fiftcen years service,bronze and gold.

2nd Classes Twenty years service,bronze and gold.

lst Classs Twenty five years service,fine gold.

B ~ 5till another decoration known as the"State De-
coration for Valor" was adopted during that yearsthis is of silver
and is in design,a counterpart of the Long Servicé decorationgit is .
inscribed??or'Valor“anﬁ is suspended from a blue ribbon. This deco- |
ratipn‘muat not be cqnfused with the-stateﬂﬂonepicuous Service Cross?!
& post World War award, In this year also,the time honored leather
knapsack gave way to a modern device known as the "Merriam Pack;™ the
outstanding feature of this clever invention is that the burden instead
of resting en the shouldersyis transferred to the hips. Other items
adopted during the yvear 13894 ,were the "campaign hat" -- a forerunner
of‘the more modern "Montana Peak™ well known to the present day 801~
dier,and the Conical tent with its iron tripod pele base., A refised
rate of pay adopted May 28th of the same year is shown by way of come

parison with earlier tables:=-

per diems
Privates and musicians,-- $1.25
lst sergeaﬂt g TS e - - - o 2‘00

Other non-comm.officers,- 150 ’
To base rates was added 25¢ per day for re-enlistmentsjthe temm of en-
listmenthin the Yational Guard was reduced from seven to five years,May
3rd,1875. We now return to subjects more intimately associated with

the reg iment.
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L .~ Assured that the new armory would be rea.dy for aceu-
pancy in Hamber,calan&l Smith appamted an Executife cemmittee ef
whieh M&ior Spemaz wa;a Cha:.man.ta fonmxl&te plans fem a mammeth re-
gimental fair ta be held in the: amery immdiately followmg its for-
mal apening. A Citizens commlttee composed of the most influeutial af
the elite of’ BrookXyn cntered apon the e:ampaign,] with hearty enthtfxaam;
e:f the fair,agpzmpna&e remark will be made, »

. ©On the aftemoan of November :'xrd,l&%.th& 33:& regi-
m:ent marched from the Clermont Avenue &morg '}zevar 'ea retam‘with the
lowering of the flag fer the last time,the old structure relinquished

t;hé- h‘en@r af heﬁu‘singf “Em‘eklyn': m*‘,s&eon& t&‘ ‘none :Vi'in' the state. As
the reglme;nt headed by its aﬁpeﬁ ban& approached the new mery,tﬁe
raiaing of the Stars ané stmgea te the geak of the staff atop the main
ﬁ?‘i@?b‘?“’“@? \.?03'_‘:*% spontaneous and Pl,“’i‘.mg?d, ‘_’Fee}", from & great com-
course of interested spectatorss and so it was,that the regiment marche
inte its palatial four hundred aﬁa £ifty thousamd dollar home,where onme

mere it was greeted with 13&6 &cezam from crowded balconies.A :eeept-

* ion follawed the diemiss&l of the cempanies.

At eight a*clock on the evening of Hevembar léth,Hia |
Excellency,Rostell P.Elower,@evernor of tﬁe Stat& of New Yark,offieia]:w
opened the great fair,which from the first ,attrac_taé wﬁxmge far be~
yond the expectations of the committee, The mainm drill floer givem over
to sttractive booths,wers attended by bevies of pretty girls in costume

each vieing with the other in disposing of their wares to a gullible

pgme—;m_ ome corner of the hall,a steam fire engime coupled and ready

ticbr’-a-ny _en;;e»rgency,pvra‘véé a feature of __ the ahgw:epposite;a Poliee h:{)‘éth

manned with suitable éeta-iis of bluecoats,gave a sense of sgcﬁﬁtﬂ;han

were Ma;riqn,et,teﬁa a.ndmagie ,,é;r_,-t. and pha;:ggg&p@y?g brinting pr&gs' tg_r'ned

out & daily shoet called “Gurs® and & restaurant offered & mem: unsur-

pas sed.?a,t«ing' and games of chance -- always fepul&rgré&pe& & harvest.A
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museum of war relics caught the eye of the visitor,taking the priee
of admission out of his poeket with hardly an exception. The enterprise
proved a huge success,reflecting great credit on all whe contributed
their time and moneysthe fair closed in a blaze of glory November 29th.
In the mesntime the 014 amory was taken over by the 3rd Gatling Battery,
e‘aptain ;He’m:y S.Ra;s.quin,eemmaanding sand is now ébch;pied bg & battalién of
the 105th Field Artillery,N.Y.N.G. ;

| | Through the dea.th ef Majar General Josiah Fcrter sAdj=~
utant Geneml S.N.Y.son Iaecember 14th.l&94.tha National Guard lest am

~ officer of high meritjhe was succeeded by Major General Thomas H.McGrath,

In the State Natch for that year,the 23rd ‘regiment stood thira-'the 7th re-
gment second and the lath regiment first; but in the m Brigade Match,

' the 23rd stoad. firet with an aggregate ot 95& th,a 13th toek second pluce
with & tatal of 803 peints. m secemd cempetitian fe:r the &ovemar‘s
Hatch tmphy ahet at creedmo&r @ctober Sath,an& particlpated in by re-
preaentatmea of’ arga.mzs.tiens of the lst,2nd and Srd brigadea:,was won
by Limfﬁ Colonel De Ferest._ ef the 23rd with & score ef 88 out o:_tf & pes-
sible 100. Company"I" again won the Figure of Merit within the 2nd b;-i-
gade with & yerce:ntag,e of 64.88.The re ‘wer-.é seven qualifications in the
Expert class,seventy five in the Sharpshooters veiés_s‘a.nd_a_ix hundred and
eighty seven mrksmen. During the fall another change‘acﬁcumd in the
Field and Staff of the regiment}whem on eic‘tdbe;r 29th Captain Davié K.
e‘aée was promoted & HMaj or. Fred W.George,a veteran of Company"I",boasts t
distinction of being the first to enlist in the new armorygdate of entry,
..Ll/5/1894:. | With the approach of the year 1895,a feeling of uneasi-
ness was manifest in Brooklynjon the signing of an agreement between the
motermen of the trolley syat.e_ms and the companies,much depe:ndad. Four
traction companies were invbdlved in the diapﬁﬁe;the. Brooklyn Heights
Railroad ‘em_gyany‘,thev Atlantic Avenue Railroad ,éompany_,_t-he; Brooklyn,queens
and Suburban Hgil:r.‘oad @6mpany and the Brooklyn City and Newtown Ra.llread

Company. Conferences and concessions offered 'by both sides failed and it

186



mow became apparent that & satisfactory settlement of grievances
could not be reashedsaccordingly,egeneral strike was ordered te
take effect on the morning of Jamuary 14th, Forty nine lines under
the control and mamagement of the companies mamed comprised & net-
‘work covering not only the entire area of Kings county,but extend-
‘ed well into the county of Queemssby this it will be cbserved that
antimpated disarder would create a sltua’cian hard t@ control. 'rhe-
Braaklyn City and Newtown R, R.Company had made an amicable aattle-
" mant with its employees on Janunry 17th and the strike omsits. 1imes
was therefore: .galled"off"* on that da.y;c 5
o ~ This left forty seven lines an stnke,eovering
approximtasly thnees hund.red m:Llee of track,nmneroua car barns yTe=
pair ahoyg._ and power planta, As is always the case inx ,jmmh eme:ge-zi-
cies,the vicious elemént teking full advantage of an ing&eqamte.
p@-lie:,ev :fa;;:ee ,_ha;‘d precipitated riots in scattered eguarﬁers of‘_ the
eity and these were haumyé;;@ecoming ﬁex{a‘r frgzg;u_ent and dest rﬁg:c'ivf;.
During the evening of Jamuary l4th, &f‘ﬁér‘ & eemf%eren’ee betwean Gen-
eral McLeer,Mayar Schieren aml Police Gomiss:.emer Wallea ,it was
decemed advisable to post armed guards withim the ae\raral armor&es
of the brigade distriet.

cenditi ons gruwing steadlly wome,tha M&yw calle-
ed for the lfntion&l Gua.rd :{n a:.d. of the: eivil authorities;the aall
wa.s ma.de on Friday evening,.l’anuary 18th and upen its recmpt the: 2nd
brigade was at onece cmer&d under ams, Ke%withatanding & heavy snow
stomm of blizzard 1ntensitg contlmzing thmugh the nlght and well
into the merning of the 19th,the tmapn assemblea promptly and mre
marched to their appointed stations. Within the armory of the 23rd
neg:.msnt ,fil&ﬂ expanded inte squads,squads in ;la’aoons and pla.toena
into eompanie&gat the soundmg of "Asaemhly" early on the mq;fg;in'g__-‘
of the 19th,detachments of the regiment departed in a blinding snow
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in the ezder nam;eé,m T L , _
&ompamﬁeauﬁﬁ andmsw ﬂe *ﬁth Ave and 251'6. St;, |
' 62
d:ov Ly amtf'K"‘ za‘e’ar bams.%h Ave anéi 20th St€.,

designated Post 8:(later transferred to
9th Ave gnd 20th S%,,designated Post 7%

do  "MH* and “CHE G car ‘shops,Flatbush and Yermon Aves.,
' designated Post 222 o
de “D" and "E'Ia car barns,9th Ave and 20th St.,

designated Post Ty
(Company"A'having been again trwaf&r—
red to Post 11 at 5th Ave amd 36th St.
‘and Co"K" %o Post 23;3rd Ave and 58th |
‘and to Post 35,2nd Ave and 58th St.)

do B  To repair shops 3rd Ave and 25th St .
' ' designated Post 243

- do "y ~ To power house,2nd Ave and 5211& S’c.;
L ‘ : 'designa.hed Peefﬁ 26: : ‘

With this diap031tian af hia reglmezxt,cfalcnal Sma.th in

e,em;gany vzith Lieu’t; ﬂ;olmel I}e Farescb risit:ed aaeh p@&'&,t}m teﬁr of
Jinapeeﬁmn eanauming alx hours ef wa.lua‘ble tm.&a te his metheé af
trawel thmugh ever 1ncreasing anaw drifts,we qgotc from his effie:lal
mpart*says he, X X X *I maﬁe & tour of all pests with a carﬁageﬁ‘
xx ﬁt 'chia blunt but honent statemen‘h we fimi it ha.rd’. te aapspreas a
emilesyet it may be that the buggy ride was attended with less danger
of *aﬁa{lﬁng'; than one might“ﬁexpériience ﬁad&y unde*r 1:£ke 'cimimamne‘é&
» Hign ?he s.’f.taatmn still aut of h&n&,&oﬂmrner Levi
; P.E"arten am Immry l%h,ealleé fer &dditiml trcep&.‘#ithin an 1ncm-
. &i‘alg short tme,thet 1st Br:lgade was on tha march vzith Broeklyn as its
m&ﬁaﬁw@ 3 increave “tot efght thous:
proceensd. s lerder: %mﬁ&ﬁ' eﬁzﬁwﬂ mw..ﬁ paﬁmm mw
thin: aasﬁgm&a«ams,a» losed .Ba
'ewara& sonstyuction: gwgﬁ,m«dispef“‘j rilawf:

objectivesthns: red

fhg! rapidly:

g the it e Ak 1awiesd sledients Pheba s ity

rHas: ‘éha@ of i rationin nend messing; ﬁhe delmery af ratmms by tmchs
preved bothiuncertais iand haiardeus .Freguently attacked ythe ~COMEaYR: o
' ring:infantryswithqut field eq-

L“éeuld viove no faster theamothe adcompar



nimant,cmpany coeks were at their wits end in attemptingoth& pre.g
paratiohs e,sf hot me&ls ,but th& old saying,"neeas&ity is the mathen of
invention? ence "?‘?F@f PJ‘QW@FW%IEE‘M”?@@ﬁ",@e? Fi*,”f&?* ‘i‘f. .“m b,"i@k‘
and scrap lrem gerved the purpose and within a day, or two rich stews
simmered and hot esff’ee was available at all times. »
A ‘.Ehraughout the peried of the strika, snew,&leaﬁ and
ZeTro weather added te tha eiiscemfert of the tmaﬁn,indeed sueh was
the bitterness of the yenetmting celd,that sentries were faorced ’w _
mzag blank&ts over their heada and shanl.&am te keep fram freazing&
| Honerahle m&ntian ia elue ’she follemng med boya of th@ regmantai
| Gadet C@m whas& wahmtary aerwiaes as messengera and erderliw were
of great value to Headquarterss- W | |
| ¢.B.Conner
6&&33&33
S.BE.Bennett
- JoT.Bimock
H.S.Pairbanks
J.R.Parker

E.W.Stearns
W.G.Stokes

With the reatamtwn of ard&r,me regimamt less come-
Ea.niea AN anﬁ.*:[".was relieved frem further aanme and éimis&aﬁ. Jan-
uary alat;tha two remaining companies returned to ‘the: armory thg» :;m
day vhem they tos were dismissed.h small guard miintained within the
amory was relieved Pebruary 11th.So ended the most exasperating tour-
of active service ever performed by the 237d regimentjand be it said t
its credit,the duty was performed faithfully and well witheaﬁ loss of
13@;&@3&%&@1}? however,casualties from ﬁifr,le; fire &caurga withi&
the seetér of the lst hﬁg&de.‘ For this ,aerwice,thg regiment was aw-
thcui'iz_ed to place upon the lance of its Regimental color,a silver band
mmmmmmmm,;m NUA | -

We now turn to the more pe&eaful activities of the ar

Y 1895.

ganizaticm for that year. ‘.Ehe twenty fifth &nnmersary ef the g,egm&n'a'

‘a.l Veteran Associatien celebrated with a banguet on February mm,



brought tegether the class of '62 and those whe later served

under the banners of the 23rd. It is to these mem,whé by their

loyalty and devotion carried the regiment through its darkest
hours,that credit is due,and it is for the youngsters of the

present regiment to live up te the standards set by those whe
 bave gone before. The important post of Regimental Imspector of

Rifle Practice was filled February 25th,1895 when Private Gsorge
W;@'dtfz'isten ‘of Company"D*, p}:@météd a Captain,was asaigneé to the
Stsff m that c&paeity. It may be nm:»ed tha:k th:.s afﬁcer had pre-

»~'wiens}.y aserved in the Natmna.l Guard af Pennsylvanisa as I.R.F af

the let Regimemt a.nd the &chievements ef the regimanﬁal mfl& te&m
of which he rwas eaptaln,prw&d his werth as an mert rlfleman. )
sﬁil}. a.mther pmotwn fmm tha ranks wag that of Priwate ;Feseph
H.Weaa of Gempany“c*,appeinted Comismry of Subsﬁastanee m.th
rank of lst Lleutenant,ua af February aﬁkth ef that year.

L ‘The usual preaentatmn of State E@ng Servide! and

.Beemltmg med&ls by General H@Leer on March lstﬁ,breught ’se eon:-

pany YR the Oliver ﬁiamemé Ea.dge for the year ené.mg; Earch 318‘t,

‘ 1&% fallewing thia event em& the Veteran}s Rewiew tendereﬁ G:ol-
ened E’werdzell;an this accasmn,me Iron Qresu,@aty and Ma.rksmvens '

meda;l.g were presented . Qeﬁimlde.nt with the dedication of the
Washington ;&reﬁ in ﬁew Yerk on Aprii 56&,1895,1;&9 1'at a‘nd‘ 23:6.
briga.des ef the @uaré partlcipated in a: ga::ade the like sf which
has seldom beeen witness@a. Anmml inapectlan and mater of the reg-

iment occured May 6th and showed a total strength of eight hundred

‘and forty four. A regimental"bicycle section® organized during the
 year 1895,participated in the opening of the cycle path skirting

Prospect Parkjthere were now three clubs sponsored by the 23rd zeg~

imentjthe Riding Club,the Eeming Gltzb an& the Biayele Club.As for

WITH
the Ward Rifle Club of which memtion has been made,this had,lhweugh

the passage of time become but & memorye
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In Markemanship for the yea.r 18%5 sthe 23rd regiment

vmn tha S,ta’ée Match with a top &core of ggl,tha 12th Bteaﬁ second

\ with 967 aad the 7th third with 959.For the itwenty firat ‘time the 23rd

\mn the 2nd Brz.gade Ha’ach with an aggregate ef 93&~ it is a remark&ble
fact that this match was lost to the 237d but twice between the years
1l8}73‘and 18&5,'&11& winners in beoth instances being the 14th regiment.
S . BExcitement ram high in cometing for the Ad,jutant éen-
eralts Hatch trephysthis match,epen to tem of thre& from each cem-
pany of every regiment,placed twenty five teams in comget:.tian*the
ranges were three hundred and eight hundred yards with seven shots off=-
aheulder a.t ‘three hundred ya.rda and seven shota any pasitl on at eight
hundred y&rda.r m_;ge match was ahot..__ at ereedmoer and was won by Company
"I*,23rd regiment with an aggregate of 149 out of a possible 210,This
efampaﬁy won alsoc the Eigure of Yerit in the brigade with a percent&geif‘?
of 70.04.In qualificatiens with the rif}.e,the ‘regiment claimed thirtee
E%erta,aixty six gﬁ&rpshoetem amd seven hundred and sixteen &ka-
meg for the year.&aptain CQulston, .R.F. ,wen the 23rd Regiment @ran&
&old Madal for the highest Qualifylng score at Creedmoor with nine
%ulla* out ofnten,and Sergeant Robert Findlay of Company®G" won the
oliver Aggregate Medal for highest score in teams:competing for the
Ee:w Ya‘rk sta‘.ta and 2nd Brigad‘e trophiesi
| Three changes of status a-ceu;?e/d in the Field and
v8taff during the’ year 1895, Major Frederick L.Holmes resigned October
(;and Sergeant E&jar‘@aorge Albert Wingate was on November llth,ap-
pointed Adjutant with rank of 1st Eieutemant. Captain Henry € ,Everdell
of e:ompany"ﬁ'* received his Majority December 2nd.

, - The year 1896 opened with a review tendered The Hom-
erable Eredenck W.Wurster,Mayor of the City of Bmeklyn,this cce.ured
January 4th on which occasion the Mayor(himself & veteram of Company
”Bf}pregente& the State Long Service decoratiom to those whé had serve

ten years or ove zj.' Complimentary indeed éreither remarksiofi-the Inspect:



General following the annual inspection and muster of the regiment
held January l4th; the following extract is taken:verbatim from his
reports: fThé regiment was presented for inspection in absolutely per-
fect condition. In the ability of its company officers and the personnel
of its rank and file this regiment is excelled by no other in the State.
Companies "A®"™ ®B® "Fn #H" gand "K* paraded with one hundred percent at-
tendance; the numerical strength of the 23rd on that day was seven hundre
and seventy four all ranks.

Major General Edwin A. McAlpin the Adjutant General
State of New York reviewed the regiment on February 28th, and on March
7th, officers of the National Guard were ordered tp-wear the customary
badge of mourning for thirty days in respect to the memory of the late
Major General John_?.kwdodward former commander of the old 2nd Division
H.Y.S.l, Commissary of Subsistance Joseph M. Vose resigned February
A0thj and 6n March i6th, 1896 Fred Wi Roe was appoipnted: te. that post.
A& parade of consequence held in Brooklyn April 25th, marked the unveil-
ing of the Equestrian Statue of General U. S. Grant on B&dford Avenues
on this occasion the 2nd Brigade reviewed from the Union League Club
made a particularly fine showing.

Uhdef the provisions of an amendment to the Military
Law passed May 22nd, 1896 Regimental Adjutants and Quartermasters were
advanced in rank to Captain. With the resignation of Major Henry C.
Everdell on July 1lst, fhe post remained vacant until December 21st, when
Captain William A. Stokes of Company "H" received his Majority. The
regiment occupied the State Camp during the week of July llth--18th in-
clusive. August 3rd, 1896 marked the passing of the Honorable Caliin"
E,'Eratt second Colonel of the 23rd Regiment at Rochester, N, Y. It
will be recalled that prior to Colonel Pratt's association with the 23rd
he had rendered conspicuous service to the Union: cited for gallantry

in action, he was promoted a Brigadier General of Volunteers in Sep-

tember 1862. In the battle of Mechanicsville he was seriously wound-
192 -



ed by a rifle ball which in passing through the left cheek lodged in
his head! It was not until 1891 that the bullet was successfully re-
moved?! |

Again the‘hand‘of‘deaﬁh‘descended upon the regiment when
on October 10th, 1896 Captain Coulston I.R.P., died suddenlys by his
untimely demise the 23rd lost an officer of rare accomplishment. ‘?he
vacancy was filled with the appoigtment of Captain Rﬁssel Eqag~9§_ﬁpf
wemﬁer 16th, as I.R.P,/ A review of the regiment‘on‘neceMber 15th, by
Lieutenant Governor elect, Timothy L. Woodruff was the occasion of the
presentation e£ a stand of colors in the name of the,State of Neﬁ York.
3uring the fall df'that year Bandmastér Alfred D.;yyg/;esigned‘and
Thomas F. Shannon took over; bj‘this change the 25rd’regimeht for
many years marched to the music of a band unequaled by}anykother in
the United States. In his b#nd were to be found Metropolitan Opera

artists/of;inté;natipggl reputation who iike_thgir‘leader were‘acknowi-

iedgé& geniuses in their prbfegsion, Being of the "old SQhaqlﬁfmx;

Shannon detested that class of music termed "Jazz" it had no place in

his currieulum and to the end he absolutely refused to indulge in its

vagaries.

Let us now inquire into the shooting record of the 23rd
reglment far the year 189@. The State Mateh was lost te—the 12th regi-

- ment and the 2nd Brigade Match was won by the 23rd with an aggregate ‘

of 9873 the 13th held second place with a score of 923 and the 47th
third place with a total of 914. The 23rd regiment won also the
"Eagle® trophy for that year and‘in‘qualifications at Creedmoor the
regiment claimed eleven experts niqety three sharpshootéré and six
hundred and thirty seven markémen.v campany *"G* captured the brigade
Figure of Merit with a percentage of 71.40. |

By virtue of his office the Honorable Frank S. Black

newly elected Governor assumed command of the National Guard, January
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 1st,1897;under his Administration,Charles V.Tillinghast 2n became
Adjutant General with rank ‘of Majer General, Brﬁgaﬂiervéenerai‘gaward
ml{offma.n serweé. as Inspector General and Brigaﬁier General William M.,

rby as mﬂyecter of Rifle Practice. Buring £hat gea:c & regimental: xmb-
llcati em ea.lIed. "‘mle ﬂmrdsman" mde its gppﬁarance;bu’é like other Jjour:
nals of the aort,it was shcrt I.ived. . ‘ » ‘

: - Three items of note are listed in thelr arder of ime-
p«artance:& 1.e: Tm adam;wn of the Uniﬁed Sta.’&ea Sprlngfield rifle,cal.
45-th:§s arm J;s ﬁtted with th&"m&"bayonet and a;lthowgh a single shot

‘ wea.pan,the simplicaty of its action and nzs great ef‘feativeneaa are to
this day acknowledged by all wha have testéﬁ its merits; With the issue
of the Springfield to the Kati em.l &uarﬁ,t.he lee.ther ca.rtrldge baa: was
sﬁpersede& »'by a wovem \‘“thlm‘a::le"‘ belt capable of huldim forty ruunde
of ammunition. Kext in ordar waa the issue aﬁ' a fmld; oven called the
“Bumacott“;thia inganmus centnvanca cmnhimng the features of oven |
and range into which was packed an assortment of pots,pams and skillets,
has for many years uw:gmd its purpose wha:ra t‘.he : ra.tiéni{pg .o;tf’ tru ops ip
the field ia‘conce.meé'. The t!:ug.rd item refers to the Re‘ggmentﬁleul@r;
on January 30th,1897,it was ordered that all regimental colors should
henceforth be fabricated of buff colored silk with the Arms of the State
emhmidere‘d ther&én{ the motive behind this erdered change is not appa-

rent,.In pasain@:“ it may interest the reader to know that béﬁween the
date of its adoption,March 16th,1778 and the year 19;@,;53 Coat of Arms
é:x the State has a‘ppeareﬁ‘ on all regimenté.l cblo’ré of the National Guard
under its several desu.gnatienx. |
| ~ At the inaugural of President McKinley on Earch
4th,189?,a nrmusianal battalien comprialng detachmants from all in-
fantry_ ﬁnm.s of the 2nd Brigade,paraded in the city of Washington,and
on April 27th the second Grant Nemorial parade was held in New York,

 the accasi on marking the transfer of the remains of General Grant to

the permanent omb in Riverside Parkjthe entire Natiomal Guard of the



Empire State participated in these impressive ceremonies. During the
spring of that year,the customary reviews incident to the presentate
ion of decorstions and medals were held in the armory and on Nay 26th
Quartermaster éeei‘ge: E.Hall resigned;he was succeeded by Captain
Bleecker Bangs,appointed July 12th.Another provisional battalion in
which the regiﬁent was represented,visited the Nashville m?pasitien
in ectober and on"Broaklyn Bay'*.yaraded as escort to the Mayor'and
Citizen's Ccmmittee from Broeklyne _

, - In rifle marksmanship fer the year 1897 .there were
quallfleé. twenty three Experts ,thirty nine Sharpshoaters and six hun-
dred and thirty seven Marksmem. In the State Match,the 23rd regiment
stoed fourthjbut in the 2nd Brigade Match,the regiment won with an
aggregate of 989jthe 13th taking second place with a total of 877.

In the Adjutent General's Match,the 7th won with & percentage of 8.1
the 2574 finishing second with 70,05, Company"B® von the Figure of Me:
in the brigade and Corporsl W.A.Stopford of Company"G" won the regi-
mental Grand Gold Medal, The Oliver Aggregate Medal went to Captaim
 Fred Wells ‘ef Company"B" with an aggregate 6f 176 out ~e£ a posaible |
200. The adoption by the State of a new design of decoration for rifle
marksmaniship},consﬁitizted the fourth issue of sueh decoration. .
The- events of the year 1898 moved swiftly.Before
studying the cause and effect with respect to the status of the 23rd
regiment in the sPa,nish-mﬂeri‘ca.h War,there is here submitted a brief
résumé of events leading to the termination of friendly relations be-
tween the two eq&ntrie&;@uha,é pessession of Spain since the days of
eoAr?hez.,had‘ through the tyranny of her oppressor,been reduced to po-
litical and ecomomic serfdem.General Weyler,sent frem Spain to oper=
ate against the insurgents,had through nnspeakablg .cr‘uelitiesr,brd’ught
the giﬁngﬁiqp to a crisig, f:he fj_.-_na.l _iS'EﬁB‘V came iﬁ,ﬁ&?& through t—h_e
activitiés of what was known as the Filibuster Party in Cuba and in
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the States,whose sole object was to force a declaration of war be-
tween the United States and Spaim,

~ In January of that year the U.S.S."Maine" entered the
}mrber of Havana on & friendly visit- duri - the night ef February 15th
the ship was blewn up with considerable ,los..ﬁ, of lifel When the astound-
ing news was flashed over the country,the excitement and indigmation of
the Auerican people knew no bounds. The findings of a haval board faile:
in fixing the Tesponsibilitysbut a Spanish board of investigation openl;
chargécl the Ama-rieans with'being respensihl& in a8 much as ’cheﬁthe Spa.
'i&rds) insisted that the axplealan eame from mthin the wessel.

The peaple of the Umted Sta:kea stung to a frenzy by
ﬁhis 1msult,demanded warf On April 1lth,Prasident EcKinley sent a spse;
eial m:‘essage to eongress aeking that he be’ empwemd te use the mili-
tary and na.vaﬁ. fareea e:E the United states te secure & full and final
ﬁerminatian ef Spanish rule in Amerlca,eongress reaponded on the 19th
with ful:i &uthemzatien and a. war fund af $50 ,000.099.6@.&1 April alat,
.Epain,acceytmg the challenga,dimisaed ﬁnitad States M.’imster W‘ca&mff
this act constituted & declaration of war against the United ﬁﬁﬁ":@iﬁ%

F:efsigie@t Eé}iinley immediately érder&éb & blockade of all Cuban p@rﬁa an
| an“-Apmx 23rd called for ene hundred and twenty five thousand volunteer
fer & t@m of two years or daring the dura.tlon of ﬂm warl Thia reeital
of events leading to a deelaratien of war brings us directly to the
" mﬁnt of orudiscussions:

We shallk firat note the composition of the Natienal
siuaré of the State of New Yark in the year 189&.@11 Febraa.ry ﬁth,kfajoz
Charles FiRo&: ofﬁsmémn%“ ywas appointed Major General and placed in
cormand of the New York Divisiom with Keq;»d,quar,te rs at Alba;a;y.@n the
same day the brigade arga.hi-zatien in' New Yérk City was &iwontinneé and
the troeps in that city formed into two brigadss designated the First

and Fifth Brigadesjthe Second Brigade of Brobklyn yemiined’ in -taét and
of the Third and Fourth Brigades we make no particular mention,suffice

it to aay that on March 21st,the separate campaniea of the Third
1aR



Brigade were organized into seven battalions and om April 2nd the
Division grganization of the National Guard was di~se:¢nt.ime—&§&'ene::‘al
Ree was accordingly placed in command of the Natiomal Guard of the
State,subject to the orders of the Govermorjhe emtered the Usited State
service en June 10th,1898 as Brigadier General of Volunteers and return
ed to the serviee of the state,September 10ph of the same yearjwhile
in the federal senice,ﬁeneml Roe was replaced by Brigadier General
N e N Y
Jamesg Egza&r»‘ of the and_‘Bf}r;gade,mrS?M. ,@elonal Smith of the 2:51'&
Regiment assuming command of the brigade for a 111;e periods
- The following extract is taken from a communicatien
dating April lﬂth,lag&‘:it is addresséd _to‘-H‘a.;]nl_{éen\emlcharlag F.Roe,
Commanding the New York National Guard,and is over the signature of
the Adjutant Generals- : |
x X X "The Governor directs that you immediately
quietly find out from the Commanding Officers of
Cavalry,Artillery and Infantry,whether their re-
spective arganizations are willing to volunteer
for United States service anywhere the President
sends them,understanding that they will recruit
‘up to the United States strength,and those that
cannot volunteer be honorahly discharged without
prejudice.®

* For an organimatien to be enlisted to ge,
probably 60 or 70 percent must volunteer.® x x x

| A communication received from the Secretary of War

dated Aptii 2.5ytﬁ.";direeted the Gam-rpor_ of the State of New York to
furnish twelve /regiments of Infantry and twae troops of Cava.lry;thia
requisition was at once filled from"selected™uwnits of the Natiomal
Guard,the number of troops being twelve thousand,four hundred and -
sixty. Under the second call of the President isﬁu&d May 251;&,,18_93,
H'ew York was called upon to furnish three additional ragiments of
Infantry and three batteries of Pield Artillery; netwithstanding the
fact that the state could have fui'niuhed its second gquota from units
of the National Guard,it was stipulated that enlistments mr'xst_be from
eivil life. On April 26th, (the day following the receipt of the com=-
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munication from the Secrstary of Wer) a telegram interpreting the full
meaning of that communication with respect te regiments of the Nation-
al Guard volunteering for federal service,was received by General McLes
.vGemmanding>tha 2nﬁ.3riga¢¢;¢the telegram signed by Colonel Stephen H.
ﬂlin,A.A.G;;reads as followa:;

Headquarters,National Guard

PR i Albany,
General Orders April 26th,1898.
Foebe :
' % Commanding Offieer,an Brigade,H.G N.Y.
Hall of RecQ§F;Brooklyn,N Yo

*In compliance with 8.0.¥0:64,C.8.,A.G.0.,
which states-"As a demand has been made upen the
State of New York by the President of these Upited
States for Volunteers,and as he has requested that
the quota to be sent from this State be made up as
far as possible from the Mational Guard,Commander-
in-Chief directs the Commanding Officer of the Nat=
‘iomal Guard,to have the Commanding Offiecer of each
Infantry. organization in the State,assemble at once

- their respective commands in uniform in their arm-
ories,and there by individual expression freely and
voluntarily given,learn how many officers and enliste
ed men of his organization desire to be mustered in-
to the serviee of the United States for a temm of
two years unless socner diacharged,to serve whe re
ordered by proper authorities,"

" The result of the above instructioens to be
,telegraphed direet to General Headquarters,Albany,
stating in the telegram the present enlisted stremgth
of organization and the exact number of officers and
enlisted men separately who desire to volunteer.Aroll )§
of t&ase valunteer1ng will be made.Acknowledge re-
ceipt,.*

- % By Command of Major General Eoe.
Stephen H.01in,A.A.G.

A.seeenﬂ<te1egram bearing the same date rea&e as follows:-

%&lbany;&pril 26th,1898,
'General James MclLeer,
Ball of ‘Records,Brooklyn,N.Y.

Personals
"Phe telegraphic orders issued today mean
that those volunteering are to serve in their
present organizations,under~their own officers.®

"Charles F.Roe,
Major General,

198



The foregeing telegrams were sezpplemented by a third bear-

ing the same date-it -reads s-

"Albany ’

April 26th ,1898 .

* Brigadier Generak

James ¥cLeere.

Hall of Recerds,Brooklyn,N Y.

®§hen the reésult of the assembling of the

eemnrands is ascertained under orders issued by

telegraph today,the respective commands will be
dismissed until further orders, No present act-
ien will be taken relative to thase whe do not

volunteer.®

" Gharleﬂ F.R@O,ﬁ
Major General."

Accordingly,the 23rd Regiment having been assgmblegt in

its alnnarg.the questien“of Tolunt_egring- wag propounded. Thg-ae aceept-

ing g'aegpaé : aix paces to t};‘& front;those d‘e_:c;j.ning, the privileg_-ﬁefr,stoéd

fast. The following table eof percentages by g.oﬁg&nies yof those vol=-

wnﬁeeiring‘,inqmgte}n c¢learly the disposition of the regiment with res=-

pect to entering the federal service for the war.

Nunibéf

Percentage of

Units Strength of  Number of
units volunteerss declining: volunteers:
Field and Staff 15 10 5 66%
Company “A" 101 73 - 28 2%
do wp" 63 53 10 84%
do L g 86 78 8 90%
do  "D® 68 54 14 80%
de b g 56 48 8 85%
do upw 8% 51 36 59%
do nGw 60 41 19 68%
do  "H® 58 48 10 83%
da o 78 70 8 90%
de b 92 73 19 - 79%
764 599 165 _ 7@

me Vilresullt’ abt.a_iged wagvi-media.te,lvy yi:;eévtq __Gene‘i:al Head-

quarters at Albanyy A roster of officers and men thus volunteering unde:

the FIRST call of the President will be found in Appendix . Be it alse

said that between the first and second ealls of the President,the 23td

Regiment volunteered ne less than three times unde,i'-a.ny conditions pre-
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scribed by the Secretary of Ware. With the returm fram‘the}war(which i
happily was of shart;duration) of Brooklyn Volunteera,Colone;,Smith
requested the honor of escorting them through the citye. The offer ac-
cepted,General MecLeer,on behalf of a Reception Committee,addressed
himself to Colonel Smith,expressing appreciation of the profferjthe
General's letter dated September 3rd,1898,reads in part:e

X x X " The fact is appreciated and will be re-
membered that the 23rd Regiment,on both calls of
the President for troops,velunteered for United
States serviece w1tq;gak1ng conditionsjin fact,to
serve in the Volunteer Army wherever sent.

¥ Although your offer was not accepted by
the Governmment and the regiment assigned to duty
at the home station,this does not detract from
your patriotic offer of service,nor will it be
forgotten by the thinking people of Brooklyn." x x x

- Our attentioen 18 further directed to a report of the Brlgade
Commander dated December 15th,1899--(A.G.Report for 1899,Page 133) in

which he says:=

X X X " For a short time after their return to the
home stations,there was a slight evidence of fricte
ion between those whom we may speak of as®war mem-
berstand the "stay-at-homes"; but this feeling has

to a great extent become a thing of the past,and in

a little while,I believe will entirely disappear.®

* In this I do NOT refer to the Twenty third

Regiment of this Brigade. This regiment stands well
in its relation to other organizations of the brigade
for the reason that the fact is familiar to all that
this excellent organization on three occasions,vol=-.
unteered for United States service‘unconditionally.
That this regiment was not ordered for such service,
but kept at the home station for any emergency which
might arise,is NOT the fault of officers and men,whose
patriotism is unquestioned.® x x x

But why,the reader may inquire,is the case:of the 23rd
regiment presented in such painstaking detail? The answer is quite sime
ple‘kFram time to time futile attempts have been made by the uninform-
ed and the ignorant, to injure by false and caluminous charges,the un-
sullied reputation of the 23rd Regiment. In rebuttal,there is found in

official records abundant proof with respect to the homorable status
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of the regiment in the war with Spainjto putat rest for all time erron-
eous misgivings arising from insidious propaganda,such record and such
proof are’writtengihtd;thisjhistory.we have made plain the truth that the
23rd regiment volunteered its services to the Federal Govermment in good
faith and without‘reservation;we have detenmined also,the’fact that its

services were not accepted by the federal authorities for no other reason
than for "Convenience of‘&qvernment";this_phrase will perhaps be more
readily understood in the words of Governor Frank S.Black when he sayst=

X X X "The larger part of our National Cuard

therefore departed under that call.The whole

Guard could not go,for New York's quota was N

not large enough to embrace it's entire Giard.

FPor that reason and for no other,some of our

regiments and Separate Companies were left at
home.” x x x

_ _ But glthaugh the 23rd was denied the privilege of serve
ing actively in the war,it was nevertheless,represenxed in the rank and
file of’the Regular Army, as well as in the Volunteer serviee.,From first
to last,the regiment contributed

Hajors

Captaine

First Lieutenante
Second Lieuténants
Non Comm.officers
Privates

A roster of officers and men of the 23rd regiment who
served in the Armies of the United States in the war with Spain will be
found in Appendix , Of these,two died in the service of their country.

CLARENCE G .DAVENPORT
Corporal,Co,"E",
23rd Reg A yNeYN.Go

Died at Ponce,Puerto Rico
while serving as Corporal,
ComganyF"*,
FIRST U,S.VOLUNTEER ENGINEERS.

NORMAN J.G.MAC MILIAN
Private,Co."A",
23rd Reg't,N.V NeGea

Died at Santlaga De Cuba
while serving as Private,
Company "“u*,
201 SEVENTY FIRST N.Y;EﬁLUNTEER INFANTRY,




& bronze tabilet commemorating the death of these maryrs in the cause
of humanity ha.a been placed over the main staimy in thewrmary;in
bold relief near the lmver margin af the tablet ,a,ppears the Latin pra—
verb:-"DULCE ET DECORUM EST FRO PATRIA MKI" whleh intemreted.mads,
"It is sweet and hanara’hl& ta die for one*s eauntry"‘ Knd Ias’sly,it
seema eminently pmper tao mke haxzorable mentiem af the Bagimant&l
,‘Vetem Association,the R&gment&l Cadet Gerpa and the Wem&s"ﬂuxil—»
iary earpa for their layaltx to the cause in offering their: sewwea
ta the Staﬁ.e and ta the Regiment in any ea.pae ity the &uthari’eiez might
auggest.

b In that year the mnual inapeetlem of the 2&::@ occuret
F‘ehm&ry %ﬁh and a rwiaw tandered hh& Veteran Associ&tmn m the
 early spring,at which service and recruiting decorations vere pre-
?eﬁ#éd@t&min&tg& like funetions for the season. A gms.idgrg.hiler turn-
aver‘in the F‘ie]‘zd a;né. Staff" accuréza ‘ﬁtfzring”fhe- fiz"St' Qa&rter; Maior
William E.Speneer,ﬁedieal Department,retired February 19yn anﬁ Hem'y
‘ - L.€ochran received his commissian as Surgeon m‘.th rank cf Ma,jaz,m’arch

: aeth.Willim E.Butler.emmsiened &ssistant surgetm with rank of Cap-

meﬁ*t colonel Eel?orest reaig;ned R&reh lﬁth a.nd ﬁap-
tain Hoag,I .R.I’. son May 5th.capta1n eearge T.Euswn auceeeded the la.t-
' te: as I.R.P.,May 5th. Owing ta the war,there were no eempetltiona in
markismfanahibp on the Creedmoor mnge, show: wascthere & Figure of Keri; |
' éwa.‘rdad during’ the year : 1898. To those who were in the service of the
United States,the State of New York allowed a bar inseribed“18,U.S.V.9t
in lieu of the regular rifle qualification bare. The 23rd paraded Sep-
ﬁ,emher 29th as escort to the crew of the U.S.S. “ﬁrqeklyn",whe e_m that
écc&sion were decorated by‘the- citizens of Brookiyn ,and on Décembe}r

12th the regiment was reviewed by Major General William BR.Shafter,U.8./
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