CﬂAPTER III.

- PROPOSED NEW ARMORY.

.vmwvATIon CP RIFLE PRACTICE.

THE GREY BRIGADE.

THE NEW CLAREMONT AVENUE ARMORY.
CREEIMOOR.

PHILADELPHIA CENPENNIAL.

i The first ordered duty affecting the 23rd regiment in
the year 1865,was that of escorting the remains of the lamented Col-
onel J.H.Kitching,late of the 6th U.S.Artillery who died of wounds
received in the battlerof Cedar Creekjy this solemn duty'ﬁas perfor-
med Janua;y lSth, During the same mdnth,we,hear»rumors of a deter-
mined effort to‘Schre‘a new armory to be%ldcated at,Fulton and Smith
 Streets;bu£ in Febrﬁafy;ﬂ?g@ington ordered still amother draft and
the attending unrest m@nifest throughout the city seems teo have
stilled the debate,if only for the time'bging. Once more the 23rd,
ordered under arms performed riot duty b& COmpanieé &€ aore iontigtthat
month. By March,the aspect of affairs within Brooklyn'beiimg promis-
ing,the\matter of procuring a new armory was again entered into; this
‘tlme with renewed vigor.

m; . By wirtue of an act of Leglslature passed March 24th,
. 1865 the Twenty Third Armory A33001atlan was fonmed for that purposes
“the plan submltted by the assoclatlon contemplated the erection of an
armory and public market on washlng%on otreet north of Myrtle Avenue
in the @ity of Brooklyn. The proposed capital stock of the enterprlse
was $250,000,00 divided into ten thousand shares of $25,00 eachjthe
prospectus contemplated the ﬁurchase price of thé land at $75,000.00
| with an estimated cost of a building of $27%5,000.00% the.estimate& in-
come from fouf'hundred market stalls would amount to $40,000,00. It

was further estimated that the income from the sale of stock,plus a

B S Wy S ga. ffge;_l"ffef? s o F $1005000,00'F il o w ki eeh must be deducted
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‘$lé,000.00 for interest, would show a net annual income on the in-
" vestment of $24,000.00.

CAPITAL STOCK- - - - $250,000.00
First Mortgage- - - - 100,000.00
Income from rentals - 40,000,.,00

- . G G G- - G- SO G G- S

$390 000.00

- D Ee - - . S Y BT .

Real BEstate ~ececmcmmmcemeccnmeceea$350,000,00
Interest on mortgage ———————————————— - 16,000.00
Surplus e--ccmceee- - 24 OOO OO

$33@,ooo oo

- -

Scanning thé list of corporators we find the names
- of prominent busineés men wéllycalculated to further such an‘enter-
prise where money ahd influence were a factor; yet the pfcjedt seems
to have failed as no further mention of the scheme is to be found in
the archives of the regiment. | | |
The untlmely passing of Abraham Lincoln, sixteenth

Preéident of the United States, who died by the hand of the assasin
Booth, April 15th, 1865, caused profound grief throughout the country;
the f@nﬁral processionmbf‘Tuesday, April 25th, in the City'of New |
York, imposing in the highést degree, and participatéd in by the Natign
al Guard is still ih fhe memory of living man. Another imposing parade
of huge proportions held in Brooklyn, July, 4th;‘of that year, cele=
brating the ending of the great Civil War showed to advantagé all
troops comprising the 2nd division. An inspection of the 1llth brigade
at East New York on October 26th, 1865, by Inspector General George
S. Batcheller proved a most creditable performance; on this occasion
the 23rd regiment for thr first time marched behind its own bandf
Martin Papst, joining the:regiment ah August lst, of that year, held
the unique distinction of organizing and leading this importand unit.

| The third regimental.prbmenade concert given on the ,
éVening of November lst, attracted an»unusuaily large gathering
of Brodklyn fashionablés and distinguished guests. On the 24th bf the
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seme month a military celebration of Evacuation Day held in New York
presented to the publie a splendid display of the National Guard of
the 1st divisionjby speciél invitation the 23rd regiment marched in
this parade,turning out with fen commands of sixteen files. During
the winter of that year,a series of eight regimenﬁal band concerts
/ was inaugurated under the able 1eadership of bandmaster Papst,assis-
ted by_the inimitable Luciano Conternoj;it was not until the'year‘1872
that Conterno succeeded Papst as ba;dmaster although we find his name
on many,if not all regimental programs as co-leader during the inter-
im;‘these éoncertsigiven at the Academy of Musie¢ received the hearty
support of repfesentative Brooklyh audiences. |
But one change of status occured on the Btaff during

thecyearsAdjutant Waldron resigned and was honorably discharged Nov-
ember 25th,1865, Under the provisions of Chapter 612 of the laws
of 1865,the National Guard was re-armed with the U.S.Rifle lusket,
Cal.58,Model 1863, |

An elaborate reception tendered General U.S.Grant by
the 23rd regiment on February 26th,1866 at the Academy of Musie,pro-
ved an event long to be remembered. Seldom had a more brilliant as-
semblage graced the Academy; a magnificent banquet in the General'é
honor at the Brooklyn Club followed the reception. In- the early after-
moont of - that day;Grant  stffered alpainful sélf infliétéd wound through
the ‘accidental dischargeé. ofia pistolly yet rathelr thih dikappoiat his
nosts sthe dependable old soldier appeared:nb the appointed hourghis
wounded hahdiswathed in bandages and gloved; -+

The 23rd regiment,on May 23rd,formed a part of the
funeral escort to the remains of the late Colonel Abram S.Vosburgh,
first commander of the 7lst regiment,N.G.S.N.Y, Receiving thé 71lst &t
the head of¥Montague Street;both regiments marched to Greenwood,the

services at the grave concluding with aieulogy delivered by Mayor
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Hoffman. Other outstanddng military events of the year in which the
regiment participated, were a Field Day at East New York on June 7th,
and the annual inspection and muster on October'ISth, whereat the 23rd
showed a numerical strength of six hundred and nineteen officers and
men., On October 25th, there followed a parade, the occasion being‘the
distribution of medals by the City of Brooklyn to all her veteran
sons in commemoration of their services in war. Governor Fenton,
Admiral Farragut and others promdnent in military cirecles delivered
, stirring addresses; indeed it Was”anrqeeaeiqntwopthy of remark;_the;
medal, simple in therextyeme,cisuef . bronze ahd:shows thesArmsibf Che
City of Brdoklyn, the medalllon being suspended on a sleazy blue
ribbon, it is without doubt the eheapest attempﬁ in the way of a
military decorarion we have ever noﬁlced.

| The fourth annual regimental promenade concert given
~on the evening of November 9th, eclipsed in’splendor‘those of pfe- ,
vious years, these concerts’had now become THE social ettraction where
the wealth and wit, the fa1r~and fashion of Brooklyn assembled en masse
-3 reglmental Coat-of-krms designed by Lleut Joseph G. Story of Compa~
ny "A", and adopted by the Ccunc1l of Offlcers, flrst appeared on
a dance program dated January 21lst, 186%% thereafter the escutcheon ‘
adorhed,all.regimental orders, fickets, programs ahd statienary,' Qn“
June 21st, 1924, it was superceded by'a new regimental ineignia of
which further mention will be made. There is in the memorial collect-d
ion of the :206thtInfaitry; a richly embellished enlargement of the
Coat=of-Arms of the old‘regiment done in colors, in which is reflected
the truly artistic scheme of its originaror.

Two importahf parades were held‘during the year 186%;

the first on June 4th, marked the formal opening of the "Parade Ground"
adjoining Prospect Park; in these ceremonies, the llth brigade and the

Howitzer Battery attached, participated. The field of approximately'
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fifty acres,set_aside for military usagés,was By'no means the Parade
Ground as we know ite Cn the occasion of which we speak,the troeps
were marched onto the field?which from heavy rains was more in the
nature of a quogmire,overgrown with rank weeds and c§arsergrass.knee“
high., From available records,the march-past in review before General
Smith must have savored of rough campaigning¢rathsr than apparade whg;e
smartngss and precision oﬁ'disciplined troops deiights the eye ofﬂthe
critice Struggling through muddy poals,brémblearand matted grass,the
bedraggled brigade,the piride of Brooklym,presented a saorry spectacle. f
It was after dark when the 23rd regiment boarded horse cars hameward
bqund,arriving at its‘a;mory two houré‘lateri The second parade‘of im-
portance qﬁéered:fﬁz;ectdbet iaﬁ;mgrkéaithe;anrivalgafreénéqalﬁyhﬁiﬁg |
HiSheridan,the herévof'the?Shenéhddah;ag the}ga@ﬁtpgf@@heu@itygQf&Bruak;
lyngotoo fbhégtm?..?). rd.fell . thé Yonoriof. eae orting:the distinguished visiel~
BORE LT b snen hed Gl e Qlolln nlnind v e, | ‘
First Lieu't Charles H.Hunter of GcmpanY"A“assumed

the duties of Regimental Adjutant Pebruary 6th 1867;by his appoint-
ment ,the post vacateﬁ duriﬁg-l865 wés filled. A new syétem of tacties
prepared by General Upton,U.S.A.,had recently superseded Casey's sys=-
tam;by'autherity of General Headquarters,State of New Yérk,the_ﬂat;-"
,1onal Guard was on beptamber 28th lBG?,ordered to conform to Upton's
Tactlcs. The annual inspection of the regiment occured the following
- monthjofficers and men not yet acqualnted<w;th the new manual of drill
Were‘plainly deficient in its interpretationjyet disregarding'the ele-
"ment of time,the inspecting officers -- after the manner of their kind,
chalked it up against the regiment. The closing event of the year on
the social calendar of the'23r&,was its fifth annual promenade concert
given on the evenlng of November 4th.

The year 1868 brought numerous changes w1th1n the‘

regiment.Colonel Pratt resigned March 24th and was succeeded by Lieutt

=
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Colonel Rodney C. Ward commissioned Colonel June 25th. The regiment-
al engineer officer, Captain Jame . Frothingham resigned February
25th, as did the Chaplain, Peter J. H. Meyers on July 13th. Robert
C. Ogden, a former member of the regiment, was on July 7th, recalled
and commissioned regimental commissary. Adjutant Hunter appqinted
Aide de Camp with rank of Major of the 2nd division terminated his
services with the regiment September 23rd. Captain Stephen H. Farnham
of Company "C!" was on June 25th commissioned Lieut. Colonel. Lieut.
James G. Gregory of Cdmpany "K", appointed regimental adjutant November
7th, was brevetted a Captain, December 21st. Méjor Henry T. Chapman Jr
elected Colonél of the 56ﬁh‘regiment, severed his connection With the
125rd regimeﬁt December 28th. | |

Thé retirement from active service of Brigadier General
Jesse C. Smith, commanding the 1lth brigade, in June 1868, was received
with deep regret; by his resignétion«the State lost an officér whose
ungquestioned ability and devotion to the Guard is known only too well.,
General‘Smithventered the militia of the State when it was 'the object
of popular contempt; he determined if possible to make-if worthy of
public support and févor. After serving in several inferior graded-he
became Major of thé 1l4th regiment shortly after the organization or
the 2nd Division under the law of 1847%; that law, known as the"Fullerto;
Law™ from itS'introdubtion ahd advocacy by General Fullerton (of the
old 7th divis 1on of New York militia) gave us our system of uniformed
mlllﬁl&.»(@hés system was  continued and remodeled by thé laws of 1862,
arn &.othaés d351ghatmanﬁ< Wiational Guard” was given the organization.
This dignified title reallﬁ'originated with the 7th regiment of New
York'when in 1824, it adopted fot itself the name "National Guards."
In that year the llarquis de Lafayette, hlmself a former commander of
the Gardexﬂétlnnale of Paris, visited New York under escort of the Vth

regiment who out of compllment to the Marquls assumed the title.
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“ In_the passage of thié law General Smith, then a State
Senator, took an active part. Before this time he had commanded the
l4th regiment and in 1862, he was commissioned a Brigadier and organi-
zed the 11th brigade of the National CGuard of which he was the first
commandant. It may be truthfully said of General Smith that he earried
with him in his retirement the respect and good Wishes of his brigade
and of the officers of the Guard throughout the State. Colonel Jeremial
V. Meserole of the 47th regiment and senior in the brigadey succeeded
General Smith on liay 20th, 1868.

The first mention of a diétiﬁchiveufﬂllydress uniform ap-
pears in the minutes of a meeting of the Council of Officers of the
23rd regiment held May 2nd, of that year; On August 27th, the regiment
as a whole voted on the question; it was unanimously carried. The ac-
cepted pattern of the original full dress uniform resembled closely
that of the 13th regiment in cut and color. In ccntrast>with the grey
to be worn by the enlisted personnel, the color selected for officers

was dark blue and strikingly handsome withal.

June 4th, 1868, marked the innovation of target practice
by the 23rd regiment. Onvthat day the command proceeded by horse cars
to Prospect Park and to the base of Prospect Hill where, through the
courtesy of the pérk.commissioners a range had been constructed. Each
company received a white board target six feet high by twenty eight
inched wide, traversed by two black lines ecrossing at right>angles
considerably above the center of the target; the intersection of these
lines was the "bulls eye" and was marked "five." The bulls eye circled
by a number of rings numbered successively "four," "three" and "two"
with the space outside the rings marked "one," constituted therf-
ficial target of that day. ZBach man was allowed three shots and in
all the regiment, the highest individual score was "ten." To those mak-
ing the highest individual score in each company, the regiment presented

a silver medal; by this remarkable scheme of encouragement, ten medals
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were distributed to a like number of marksmen at the rate of one to
each company no matter what the aggregate of the winners may have
been! The medal is in the shape of a scroll surrounded by a wreath,
and upon the scroll is engraved the Coat-of-Arms of the regiment; the
decoration is backed with a heavy blue silk ribbon.

But this was not all; a gold medal of the same design went
to the best shot among the winners of the silver medal! Private Charles
L. Fincke of CEmpany’"A" (later Colonel of the regiment) having made
the highest score in the shoot-off, received the decoration, We may
smile; yet when.we consider that the muzzie loading muskets of the
regiment had not been primed since the days of the'civil‘war, the reu" 
sult of that practice is not to be ridiculed;#if was a step forWard -
and‘ié reflected in later performances of the 23rd regiment on the «::
armory range at Creedmoor. it isbrégretable that the records fail bo
show individual-sbores and in the absence of any specified minimum
requirement of hits or misses, we wonder haw many slugs‘actually hit
the targets? Be this as it may, the first shdoting contést of the
regiment stimulated an esprit de corps in the matter of markmanship.
which as time Wént on, develoﬁed a "shooting" regiment known through-
out’the'land.
| Commemorating the ninetylsecond anniversary cf'Amefican
Independence; the'an division\paraded on July 4th, 1868, and was re-
viewed atyfhe City Hall by Mayor Kalbfleisch. Major General Harmanus
B. Duryea, commanding the division resigned frdm the service in August
of the ‘same year‘and was succeeded by Major»Géneral Edward L. Molineux.
The annual inspection and muster of the. 23rd regiment for that year,
held in the arsenal, shows a net loss of sixty five,.the numerical
strength of the regiment being five hundred and sixty eight; this loss
in numbers is accounted for through Coldnel‘Ward*s relentless determi-

nation to rid the organization of undesirables.In the official report on
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this inspection,‘especial commendation is accorded the command on ap-
pearance and proficiency in drill; and commenting on fie}d‘exerciseg.
held Gctober'ZOth,;at Prospect Park Parade Grounds in which the 11lth
brigade participated, the Army and Navy Journal remarké, ®*The 23rd regi-
ment carried off the palm of the brigade in appearance, steadiness and
correctness of manoeuvre."

Again by invitation, the 23rd and 47th regiments marched
with the 1lst division in New York on November 25th, the occasion, com-
'.mémorating Evacuatioh Day. A stand of bolors presented to the regiment
on December 23rd, by thé State of New York, brought to a close the
yeér 1868; in the ceremony of presentatioﬂ,yﬂdjutant General Selden E.
Marvin, placing thé colors in the hands of Colonel Ward said: "Take the :
colors Cplonel Ward; 1et notvstain rest upon their beautiful folds;

" take them and guard them closely and do not let the Twenty Third Regi-
ment be the last to obey the call of this commonwealth or the call of
our country."

On March lst, 1869, there was established a regimental
“Honorary-Active Roster™; an innovation worthy of consideration. Mem-
bers of the regiment whose term of enlistment (seven years) had expired
but, who had not taken a discharge were eligible for membership in this
aCtive-vetéran corps; not only did its members enjoy a continuance of
their military associations, but the regiment benefited by their appear-
ance in ranks on occasions of parade. A striking example of this clever
scheme of camouflage is recélled by those of us who marched in the In- |
augural of Theodore Roosevelt at Washington D. C., March 4th, 1901, when
- the 23rd regiment eclipsed all others in parading thirty two file fronts!

May 6th, 1862, marked the initial appearance of the new
full dress uniform, the occasion being a review tendered Major General
Woodward, at the skating rink on Claremont Avenue; it was a strikingly

handsome performance from first to last and showed to ad¥antage the
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pleasing contrast of white and grey topped with shako of black beaver
and nodding pompon of blue and white; in the passage in review, a con-
tinuous ovation of approval greeted the successive companies as they
broke from column into line; one of the prettiest movements if executed
with preeision, to Be found in the manual. ZFollowing this sparkling
event, the regiment engaged in rifle practice; through the courtesy of

C. C. Brown Esq., an improvised range had been constructed on his proper-
ty west of the Coney Island road, a site selected for its safety and
seclusion. ZXHarly on the morning of May 26th, the command once more avail-
ing itself_of»the only means qf transportation, the time honored horse
car, prqceeded»a@usnail pacehtg thelrange; under the rules_of‘the pre-
ceding year, Private W. H. Carman of Company "K"™ won the gold medal.

But let us digress for a moment to note changes:ofi
status in the Field and Staff for the year 1869. Captain Charles E.
Goldthwaite of Company "B", received his commission as Major, January
18th, and on February 15th, Quartermaster Charles H. Sﬁoddérd resigned
from the service; he was succeeded by lst Lieut. Robert C. Ogden, Com~-
missaiy of Subsistance, appointed Quartermaster, Februarj 22nd. James
L. Morgan Jr., was on June élst,appointed Ghmmiséaryiﬁithanknkf¢£a%si1 )
Lieutenant. The Rev. Norman Seaver D. D., appointed Chaplain with rank
of Captain, September 27th, sucqeedgd Chaplain Meyers, and John C., Good-
ridge ir‘, commissioned Ass't’Sutgeon:with rank of lst Lieutenant, No-
vember*lﬁth, succeeded Lieut. George H. R, Bennett who resigned October
20th.

June 15th, 1869, may well be termed a red letter day
in the annals’of the National Guard; a day well remembered by veterans
of the sturdy old 1llth brigade as a signpost on the path of progress.

On that momenteous occasion the brigade, comprising the 23rd and 47th
regiments, the 32nd battalion and the Howitzer Battery, paraded at

Prospéct Park in greys the day was not marked because the brigade para-



ded, but because it paraded in GREY! It is pleasant to study the
advanceﬁent of the Guard ffom the days when independent companies S
were herded into regiments; that wasrthe first step and citizens stood
on the curb to wateh the regiments file past with just a little pride
in the militia. But the companies still retaimed their distinctive
Qnifo:ms and in a single regiment might be observed the blue, the grey
and the scarlet; edmntimes the regiments paraded one half in full dress
and the other half in fatigue. Then came another step forward; the
different ﬁniforms were discarded; the regiments‘adopted ONE wmiform.
‘“Eow“ said the citizen, "this loeks more soldlerlike,“ and all thought
‘the mllitia could come no nearer unlformity; But in the course of '
time a war came upen us and opened our eyes; it broadened our views
and gave us new ideas, and when it was over our officers who had be-
come accustamed to seeing armies uniformed allke, began to think that
& brigade in two or“three un1fozmsAdid not look soldierly and they‘be-
’.‘gan‘ﬁo agitate the question of unifﬁrming brigades alike.

| Iﬁ KeweYbrk:they talked‘so mich and so leud about it,
that everyone listened to themrand'te‘them a;eﬁe; and while they were
engaged in hot discussion, they ﬁere eta&tle@‘by‘ﬁheanﬂouncemenﬁ
that "The 1llth Brigade of Brocklyn will ﬁarade on the‘lﬁth sy Of June
in GREY." Theenewly adopted unlfonm of the "Grey Brigade” as the 1llth
had new_becqme known, produced a decided sensation; the general opinion
being that the Broeklyn boys had thrown their New Yprk comrades-in-arms
in the shade. ‘

The first notable event following summer occured

October 7th, whwn His Excellency Governor John T. Hoffman reviewed the
2nd divieion on the Parade at Prospect Park. Superbly mounted on a
':white charger*and accompanied by hie staff, the Commander-in-Chief rode
upon the field loudly acclaimed by a throng of‘interested spectators ,
&‘selute of twenty one guns fired by the Howitzer Batfery announcing

his arrival. The 23rd regimengginffull fatigue with knapsacks and blan-



kets rolled thereon, appeared as ever, par excellence. Two weeks
later on October 21st, the regiment stood annual inspection and muster
at Fort Greene, its numerical strength on that occasion being five
hundred and fifty four, ali ranks.

As the year drew to a close, elaborate preparations were
made for the annual social event, the seventh promenade concert given
on the evening of November 9th, at the Academy of Music. During the
month of December of that year, a ruling of great interest to National
Guardsmen was handed down by the Supreme Court of the State of New
York' this ruling in favor of certain tax exemptions provided for under
the Mllltary Code as amended by Act of April 22nd, 1867, is seﬁ forth
in Section 146 of that Code, to wits

"A11 General and Staff officers, all Field

officers,all commissioned and non-commissions

ed officers,musicians and privates of the or-
ganized National Guard of this State shall be
entitled to a reduction in the assessment of
“their real and personal property to the amount

of $500.00 each,except cavalrymen,artillerymen
and mounted officers,who shall be entitled to

a reduction of $1,000.00 on all classes of taxes."

The y8&p,1870, proved an interesting period in the
activities of the 23rd regiment. At a meeting of its veterans held
in the armory January‘i?th, it was resolved to organize a regiméntal"
Veteran Association; the purpose of the association is found in the
preamble of its constitution. "To perpetuate the associations and
friendships existing among its members; for providing as far as may
be practicable for the needs of such of its members as may through
sickness or other causes, be placed in circumstances where sympathy,
council and assistance to their fellow members may be useful, and for
promoting in all legitimate ways, the interests of the regiment. "The
resolution meeting with‘hearty*approval, was carried unanimously and

Colonel William Everdell Jr., was elected first president of the as-

sociation.
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About this time there arose in Brooklyn, a_situation
believed serious enough to warrant calling qﬁtvthe National Guard; the
threatened trouble centered around the county jail in Raymond Street
where the murderer Chambers was incarcerated. Fearing an attempt by
mob violence to rescue this felon from the law, the Sheriff of Kings
county issued the callg

"Brooklyn N.Y.,
February 16th,1870.

"Colonel Rodney C.Ward,
Commanding 23rd regiment,N.Y.S.M.

"Sir:

Apprehending tumolt and riot,you are
directed to order for service this even-
ing at 7 o'eclock,one hundred Infantry to
await my orders in preserving the public
peace,"

(Signed) Anthony Walter,
Sheriff,Kings county.

Accordingly, a‘detaehment under the command of Lieut.
Colonel Farnham was immediately placed under arms, issued ball ammunit-
ion and marched to the Arsenal for duty in aid of the eivil authorities. 
The mobolization no doubt had its moral effect ;n thwarting any evil
designs with respect to the release of Chambers who was hanged by the
bneek until dead within the gloomy confines of the prison yard. There
being no disturbance attending the executicn, the detachment was re-
lieved at noon of the day following; for this service, the 23rd regiment
received authority to place upon the lance of its regimental color, a
silver band inscribed "BROOKLYN, FEBRUARY 16ftH, 187%0."

By way of friendly reciprocation, the 23rd regiment on
May 26th, received the famous 7th regiment of New York, Colonel Emmons
Clark commandings the ceremonies of the day included a parade and a re=
view of the provisional brigade by His Honor, Mayor Kalbfleisch and the
Common Council of the City of Brooklyn. Closely following this event,

the 11th.brigade passed in review before General Meserole on June 7th;
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commenting on the proficiency of the respéctive_units,the Army and
Navy Jogrnal pays the 23rd a glowing compliment; --"The steady and
welX closed ranks of the 23rd regiment was especially noticable and
the salutes of its officers were by all odds the best in the brigade."

v We marvel at the number of.ordered formations of
the National Guard of those days! Whole days,half dayérapd evenings;
add to these,tours of active service occuring ﬁith almost startling
frequency! Of a total of seven calls to active service»between”laﬁa
and 187%7,two of them'@xmﬂmm%t over a period of monthsj. tih-u &' ~2the
aﬁera@e@uﬁ%ohe;duringggach:hwo:yeaQSﬂ@ﬁisgr@ige;gamthfee,spanﬁing~ene
mnlisﬁmgnﬁtfﬂo;thegpresént day Guardsman who entertains notions of
being oVerworked,let him check these camput%tiﬂns and be convinced of .
his error. | | '

The 23rd together with other units of the brigade

= participated inrthé obsequies of the late,Admira1 Farragut U.S.N.,

the hero of Mobilejthis sdlamh duty performed Sepﬁember-ﬁcth,l@?d,
followed‘in the wake of‘a,singulér train of mishaps. Fﬁrst,akmis- 
k.understahdiﬁg hetweem the Navy Department and the New York Gommittee
on arrangements respecting the ordering of the‘frigateé "GUERRIEBEW
and "BROOKLYN" to Portsmouth to bring the remains to New York. The
"BROOKLYN" outward bound,collided with the schooner 5ONWAHD“ in‘thQ ¥¢f
bay;then followed the disappbinting news that the "GUERRIERE® had run
aground off‘Nantﬁcket and must abandon participation in the ceremon! 
ieg. Then,as the military procession<was about to start,it rained tor-
rents; the troops,drenched to the skin,waded along to the,Grand Cen=-
tral Depot,at each halt reversing'tﬁeir arms to drain barrels of waters
$uch was this dismal parade in honorvof the illustriaus dead,

» | A brilliant review of the Bnd division tendered
Governor'Hoffman and held on the Parade Ground October 18th of that

year,showed the troops at their bestgenthused by sb: grand a spectacle,
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& news correspondent describes the ceremony thuss-

" With glittering weapons,burnished accout-
rements and neat and soldierlike uniforms,with
clanking scabbards and glistening sabers,wave of
sable plumes and muffled tread of horses,with
bristling bayonets,somber helmets topped with
gayly nodding crest from brighfst plumed birds,
with martial step and soldierlike bearing,in com-
pact lines,the brazen dogs of war passed in review
before the Commander-in-Chief."

» But our friend of the press omitted to.note that a
highiwin&,carﬁyingywiﬁhuit;eloudeaafaduSEUWhichxatatimes\aLﬂGSﬁ?*;
screened the marching eolumhs,lent that peculiar atmosphere of field

| manoeﬁvres,whioh to appreciate must be witnessed. : :
| With the disbandment of Company"H'in the interests of
.effieieney:and economy,the regiment was reduced to a hine company orﬁ:
ganiéation;this loss probably accounts for a total membership of”butl"'
fouf‘hﬁndred and fifty three all.fanks”aspshown.atqthewanﬁualginapeeﬁ-lp
iaon endtmuster Df?thévzﬁrdwhel&~at Port Greene’ October 24th;1870;“®m‘e5}
this.occasion the regiment was inspected’with.overcoatsfand knapsacks;‘
these articles of equipment ﬁot.a state issue,were provided at the X =
pense ef the individual soldiery in this respect,the organizetion re-
ceived hohorable mention as being the only regiment in the 1ith bri-M 
gade that had manifested a Wiliingness to comply»withAmegdlakiangwper;fl
| ﬁaining to uniformsband equipments Deeply concerned in the now im- |
portant matter of recruiting his regiment,Colonel Ward instituted anv‘
intensive drive,offering every legitimate inducement to the right type
of men,yet never saerifieing’qnalityfférzqgantity. |
We have referred to the popularity of the annual.prom-‘

enade concerts which as the years’passed,continued,te growsthe united
efforts of the regiment as a whole and the lavish expenditure of money

Wes;reflected in the briiliancy of these affairs.Surpassing anything

of its kind yet attempted by the 23rd regiment,was the eighth annuai [
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" concert held on the evening of November 1st,1870. Contrasted with
présent day decorative schemes,a description of the gorgeous appear-
-ance of the Academy of Music on this occasion will we are confident,ﬁn-

Press the reader. On the stage there appeared a portion of some medie-
val castle spanned by gothie archesjbeyond them appearing tinted clouds
lighted from“below,producing a finevsoft effect. Under the center arch
a tréphy formed of weapons of war arranged in the form of a sunburst,-=-
or more precisely speaking a bayonet burst of polished muskets with
bright bayonets radiating from therbase,formed a half arce.
(. The colors and drums of the regiment filled in-
tervening spaces;on each column of the center arch was a star of bayo;
ne$$,while‘over‘the central arch appeared the regimental insignia and
the cross'of the sixth corps formed aléo of bayonets supporting the re=
giméntal seal‘in white,blue énd gold, Under the side arches stood at v
either handscolossal figures in armor of the middle ages,each bearing
a long shafted‘halberd; piles of drums and knapsacks were stacked be=
E hind thesegtas khe guestauentered,the eyelwas caught at once by the:..
gorgeous arrangement. The top of the prosenium was coﬁverted int6 a
garden of grdwing plants from which huﬁg trailing vinesiand flowers
before a;brilliantfﬁﬁt@mn:fbrmed of the national colors depénding from
the'egcutcheon of the State of New Yorkjthe private boxes were closed
and their fronts decorated with shields blazoned with the federal arms
and draped with streamers over which appeared’the legends in gold,

"LIBERTYY “UNION“,k“FEACE", "PLENT'Y™, Two large vases of sweet flowers
closed the portals of the boxes. : o,

Lole o Lho Levog, The regimental band,lMessrs Papst and Conterno can:“
ducting,divided into‘two sections,rendered excellent music appropriate
to the gala ocdasﬁon;by this arrangement the musie was continuous through
out the entiré evening. Major General Woodward,commanding the 2nd divi-

sion,accompanied by his lady and followed by his staff and a:brilliant:.
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cortege of flashing uniforms and glegantly gowned ladies,assumed ﬁhe o
appearénce of sameAgnr@eausly colored dragon as the train Wended its
happy way through the ballroam*such was this enjoyable,splrlted,court-
eously conducted mllltary ballk, successful throughout and empha51z1ng
the well known fact that the 23rd regiment always adhered to refined
soecial forms. V
| Whth respect ta ahanges of  status 'within the Eﬁekd
an"d- Staff for: the year 1870, Major Charles E Goldthwalte resign=-
ed.May 24th and lst Lieu't and Adjutant James G‘Gregory was commissionel
a_ﬁagor June 2ndshe resigned from the serviece December 8th of the same
yeeia'Lieu'teHenryJS.Manning of Campany“cﬁgreceived hiSqappointmenx as
Ar Regimental Adjﬁﬁant es of June 6th. In the Medical Department,Major A.
‘Dunean WillSOn resigned May 28th and was sﬁeceeded by Lieu't John C.
“ Goodrldge Jre.,who on June lst,mas app01nted regimental surgeon with
rank of Magor. o 7
Akgfghig~%é;ﬁé§wgé te the eventful year of 1871.
A regimeﬁtal feviewktendered Brigadier General‘meserolevat the Port-
lahd'A#enuefafsehal on January l2th,attracted the e{;te of the citys
during the receptien following the formal ceremonies of the evening,
the enliEted pepeonnel_of the regiment presentedvto Colaonel Wafd a
awor@,belygéaﬁh,silver spurs and a complete set of horse equipment.
‘Ma& 17th mérked'the close of the drill season and was the occasion of
a dress parade and promenade concert given at the skating rinkgwhere
a.magnificentm-gathering of friends of the regiment ceiebrated the ,
happy event;but'elthough the drill season had ended,it did not follow
that the regiment might rest from its labors. On May 25ph,the 23rd as
guests of the '7th yparaded in New York eity,thégé.ffa;inz; pr;a%iﬁé??alébxiia-
liant a success as could be wished forjthe 7th receiving.the’ 23@& -4 A
the Wall Street ferry with full mllltary honors,escorted the latter to
the City Hall; With colors standing to the breeze and brightly burnish-

ed muskets gleaming in the sunshine,tle procession Passed in review be=-



fore Mayor Hall,and wheeling into Broadway,tarched to the south ferry
where-again appropriate military caurtesies were exchanged as the 23rd
embarked for Brooklyn. The press of that day remarks:-
#® The entire performance was one of un-

qualified enjoyment and the courtesies extend-

ed the visiting regiment were most graceously

bestowed while the guests of the cccasion,the

23rd Regiment,added one more garland to the

wreath with'which their banners are already. .de@= .~ .: .

corated."

» The annual,targét prractice of the regiment seems to’
have‘fallan flat. On June 8th,the 23rd proceeded to 18th Street and
Coney Island Road for that purposé;but'ha:dly had the firing commenc-
ed when a committee of horrified.gndiindignantreitizens - waited on Col="
onel Ward,proﬁesting that bullets were hitting most everywhere in the
vieinitysfrom this startling report,it would seem that the omly place
where one might seek safety,was directly in fromt of the targetst With
a sense of deep humiliation,Colonel Ward ordered a suspénsion of fir=-
ing,and‘gathering‘up‘its targets,the‘crestfallen regiment stolevaway
as it were,to the Parade Gfound where it fell in with the remainder
of the brigade§ the afternoon given over to field‘exercises,terminated
in a review by dthe brigade commgnders’ il cuinu

During the month df July 1871,the lamentable QOrange
Riot disrupted the pdblic peace ifd the City of New York,requiring the
combined services of the National Guard and ﬁhe police in restoring
orderjfearing a spread of the riot to Brooklyn,the Mayox,called on
the 2nd division in aid of the civii authorities. The 5th and 1lth
brigades were immediately ordered out,the 23rd regiment mobilizing
on July l2th,and remaining in its armory subject to callsFor this as-
sembly the regiment eclaimed and received authority to place uyonlhhe'
lance of its regimental color,a silver band inscribed "ORANGE RIOT,
1871"%, Had the  rregimént . participated in the severe street fight-

ing engaged in by New York Qity regiments,the propriety of the award
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could not have heen questionedsbut the regiment never left ite ar=
mory,there being not the slight?st pretext for Sovdoinggﬁhﬁuﬁﬁ}hgg-
rization for decorating the color therefore appears unwarranted.’

. \ 'Whth characteristic determination,Colonel Ward once
more qrdgredxregiméﬁtal;riflécpractice;éarly on the morning of Aug-
tst.4ﬁh;££;,2$rd proceeded to Long Branch N.J.,for a day on the range.
But discouragement and disaster followed the régiment:in ité second:
attamﬁﬁ ﬁffthat year;lThe record of practice appears frightfully jum-
bled and out of whack; ohcairrange.of but one hundred yards, m.a n'y
were yhe misse§_and few the hits. With a system of marking utterly
ﬁeﬁOgging,np man knew what he had accomplished vwialteinys thg eritive
régimant had finished shooting;.and.then he knew less,which was noth-_
ingd Thé‘hits averaged but one per‘man;those averaging four out of a
possible fifteen,shot themselves into the"erack®class.

As in previous years,the best shot(no matter how B
poof) in each company received the annual aﬁard of a silver medaljat
the eommencement of the shoot-off for the xggimental gold medalg a
sudden and violent thunder storm sent all hands flyiné to coverswith
the passing of the storm the contestants struggled on until through
some chance of fate,Corporal L.H.Bfockway of\CompanyWE“’hit the tar-

- get squarely;thereby winning‘nht onlyitlhe eoveted deccoration,but the
distinction of carrying aff theititle of regimental champion. The re-
giment now formed up and marching gayly to the COntinental Hotel,
passed the summer reettagé» of General U.S.Grant to whom was rende:ed
a marghing salute, G .r a n 't ,acecompanied 5y General Horace Porter,‘
receiving‘ﬁhe complimentes bracing dinner at the hotel imbued the reg-
iment with new impetusy yet: again thecelements conspired against the
Rdrd. FOIlgWingJaipanaﬁe;gmihexhﬁhﬁrlaWn,General”W%édmaia reviewed tHe
eommgnd and!. ih agdawn@@urgof:&ain,yxesen@ed;to;ﬁnrporal Brockway the

gold medal.
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But fhe climax of that 1l fated day was to follow,Board-
ing the cars in the early evening ifor the homeward journey via the
Southern Railroad of New Jersey,the unsuspecting regiment unharnessed
and relaxed. Through culpable negligence,the 6ustamary bell cord con-

nection behweenilceﬁmotiveJand_coaehgs;haé;beenraveﬁlbekeﬁmggdgon;ﬁhis

hangs the story. With all aboard,the train of eighteen passenger coach-

es and two baggage cars steamed»out‘of Long Branchjrunning at high
speed the Military Special thundered through Seabrightjand taking a
curve béyond,the seventh coach jumped the rails and turned overl Un-
mindful,of what had happened,&therevbeiﬁg no bell cord connection)}the
engineer continued at full speéd% The roadbedcat this point fan‘with-
in three_feét of the Shrewsbury river anﬂ ;t seemed as though the oﬁerb
turned coach must be flung into the streamjythie forward truck of the
elghth coach torn loose,shot into the air and hurtled into the rivers
terror seized the passengersi |
~ The engineem glancing backward grasped the situation and

brought his train to a"jérky stop. A strong guard posted immediately,
aasi$téd&_in releasing those trapped in the wreeckrand in other ways
rendered_valuable‘aid. It seems miraculous that few minor casualties
resﬁlted;chief of‘these wag the case of Private Prank A.Taylor,severe-
ly cut by flyingjélass, Finally arriving at Sandy Hook,thé regiment
boarded the "PLYMOUTH ROCK"™ and without further mishap,reached its
destinatidﬁ;thus ended thé first excursion of the 23rd.

| The annual inspection &ﬁd muster held at FPart Greene,Oct;
ober Eath,187l,showed a strength of five hundred and six; -- an inf
crease of fifty three over the preceding year. Concerning the inspeét-
ion,we quote from the afficial report:; * The command justly renowned
for the fine classification of its personnel,its perfection in drill

and its excellent equipment,it being at this time the only regiment of

the 2nd division able to parade fully equipped,merits the highest

praise.® The muzzle lcading muskets of the regiment were on this oec-

casion condemned as unserviceable. .
, e : T



H » During November of that year a Russian squadron
commanded by His Imperlal nghnesstrand Duke Alexis,visited the port of
NEW’Ecrk;en;aafnlendly*m;ssieng.On the morning of the 2lst,a committee
of distinguished citizens proceeded down the bay aboard the"MARY POWELL"
to H;;.M;F}agship,“SVE@LAEA%@returning to the eity with their royal
gﬁest; during this pleasant voyage the magnificient band bf the 23rd
regiment fahdéred& appropriate»music from the upper deck of theﬁPcwell";
On the same day,the 1lst and 2nd divisions of the Guard passed in re-
view before His Imperial Highness at‘Uni@n Squgreg yet with all the
glémoi‘of the grand reception accorded this ‘personage, 1ittle'heedfwas
at first given the crew of the”SVETLANA” who were sufferlng from scur-
vy whlch had‘broken out on the Czar's men-of-war durlng the voyage
from madelra,tq New Yorky and while New York was overloading the stpm-‘
‘achs of re&alty and itslsuiﬁe,thair cbmmonén[shipmates Wefe dying of
~this horrible m&lady under circumstances which,had they ocecured under
ﬁthe American'flag'wouldAprovoka.world~wide«denunication.
| Many of the worst cases were transferred to the Na-
val and other hospltals in and about the citysbut all the gilt laid on
by the receptlon committee could not conceal the fact that of all‘th&
"dirty,scurvy-strleken,tallaw eatlng vagabonds that ever were knouted
into machines,the crew of the "SVELIANA® was the most forbiddingt The
affiders of the visiting squadron were the guests of the regiment at
- its annual ball held on the evening of Decemuer llth.
| In January 1872,the regiment sﬁonsored a second
series of band concerts which a few years previous had received sub-
| stantial support from music lovers df Brooklynythis series,given at
Burnham's Academy proved equally successful,attracting largg and re-
fined audiences. Before continuing,leﬁ‘usnote'changes occuring in the
Medical,Department of the regiment for that year. OnkJanuary 23nd;

Hajor John C.Goodridge resigned;he was succeeded by George K.Smith
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appointed regimental surgeon with rank of Major;FebruaryVIZth. On
ﬂ May 6th,Euller Walke?_received his appointment as Assistant Surgeon
><j with rank of Captain.' ‘

We have previously referred to a movement fostered
by the 23rd Regiment Armory Association for procuring a new armoryy
but nothing was accqmplished'and the subjectAlay dormant until the
year 1872,when the project was again talked of. The old Orange Streét
armory had long since outlived its usefulness for-military purposesy
totally inadequate to the needs of the growing regiment and struct-
urally unsafe,it had in the year'1871 been condemnned by the city.

It will be recalled that the regim&ntﬁoccupiédttwofﬁlqnmSAGftthe"
building for which it paid an annual rental of $2,000,005through
continual cadenced movement its structural soundness had been so
weakened that a single individual standing in the center of either
the upper or lower dri;l hallk could,by measured swaying of the body,
rock the whole structurel Thus we find a stereotype paragraph in all
orders pertaining to regimental formabions:-"iine will be formed on
Monroe Place,right resting on Pierrepont Street."

Cn February 13th,1872,Colonel Ward called a special
meeting of the reglment for the purpose of rev13w1ng the dlscourag-
ing conditions under which %hewss%&meﬁt labored and laying before it
the urgent need of a new armoryeA united drive with every shoulder %o
the wheel resultedyndor was the supreme effort confined to the regi=
ment alone. Within four days after the mass meeting,a group of lead-

ing eitizens of the gity of Brooklyn including clergymen,lawyers,
judges,merchants and capitalists,numbering five thousand,representing

- taxable property in the county of Kings exceeding @75,000.000.00,
united with the regiment in subscribing to a petition representing
that the 23rd regiment was Withouf adequate and suitable accommo=

dationsgthis memorial was forwarded to the State Legislature.
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The combined efforts of the regiment itself and the re-
presentatives of every branch of the higher strata of Brooklyn society
coirld scarcely fail in effeoting its object. On March 21st, a bill
was passed by the Senate appropriating the munificent sum of $160,000.00
for the eyféction of a new armory for the 23rd regiment; the final
passage of the bill followed almost immediately. Of eight competitive
plans and specifications submitted by architects, those by William A.
Mundell were accepted by a Bbard of Supervisors of the City of Brooklyn.
The ground on which the armory was to be erected, purchased by the
county of Kings‘at a cost of $48,000.00, adjoined the skating rink
with a frontage of one hundred and seventy six feet on Clermont Avenue
and fwo hundred feet on Vanderbilt Avenue; a general description of
the buliding according to specifications follows.

The armory was constructed of brick; the front;fef Phila-
delphia pressed brick, trimmed with stone; the walls twenty inches -
thick, were strengthened by heawy buttresses six feet at the base,
opposite each of the iron trusses supporting the roof; four towers,
the largest one hundred feet high, faced Clermont Avenue. Théamaink“
drill hall, ohe hundrgd and twenty five Dby one hundred_and elghty feet,
boasted the distinction of being the largest in the United States |
without pillars or other obstrucﬁions; the floor of the drill hall
was laid on heavy timbers embedded in concrete. The first floor was
given over to ten company rooms, each seventeen by thirty eight feet
and the armorer's office. The Colonel's office, Adjutantt's area,
council rooms, Quartermaster's area, band and janitor's quarters locat-
ed on the second floor, were entered from the galleries along the
north énd west sides of the drill hall; toilets and wash rooms were
conveniently located; the entire structure was heated by steam and
lighted by gas with patent reflectors in the drill hall.

Five months and seven days after the initial pas-
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sage of the armory bill by the Senate, ground was brokén for its
erection; at ten ot*clock on the morning of August 28th, a small dele-
gation of officers and men of the regiment, together with the mili-
tary ccmmittee of the county Board of Supervisors, the architect, con-
tractor, the division commander and a few spectators, assembled to wit-
ness the informal ceremony. At the conclusion of appropriate addresses,
the cohtractor, Mr, James H., Magill handed to Colonel Ward a new

shovel purchased by him for the occasion. The Colonel, removing his
coat,‘went to work ahd as the first shovelful was delivered, the as-
semblage'broke into applause.

At the termination of this duty, by‘é most remark-
able co-incidence, it was discovered that the Colonel had emptied
exactly twenty three shovels of earth into a cart nearby and as a
further remarkable fact, the shovel purched off hand by the contractor,
bore the makers naﬁe "WARDSY To the skeptical reader, the forgoing
statements may savor of fanciful imagination; yet on the word of
Colonel Ward, General Woodward, Mr. Magill and others, we have no
reason to doubt their validity. The ceremonies concluded, the official
party by invitation of Colonel Ward adjourned to Delmonico's where
the Success.of the regiment, the armory, the architect, the contractor
and the military committee was drunk.

With such vigor had the work of construction been
Qushed, that by fall the new structure was ready for the laying of‘
the cornerstone. Under favoring skies on the afternoon of October 28th,
1872, in the presence of the assembled regiment, its veterans and a
vast multitude of citizens, lMayor 3. S. Powell of Brooklyn performed the
ceremont; within a leaden box placed in the hollowed stone, were deposit
ed local journals of the day, coins, currency and interesting data con-
cerning the National Guard and the 23rd regiment. An elaborate pro-
gram arranged for the occasion opened with the overture of the "Bronze

~
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Horse," followed with prayer by the Chaplain.rAmayor Powell then
laid the cornerstoneAamid lusty cheers from the assembled th;ong.
After the laying of the stone, an orig 1na1 ode composed by the
talented authoress, Mrs. Grace Webster Hinsdale was sung to the tune

of "America.,®
- The Faithful Guard.

Land of the brave and free
- Ve pledge our strength to thee,
Till l1life shall cease.
No foe shall thee surround;
No rebels tread the ground;
here faithful hearts are f ound
To guard thy peace.

Upon our arms we sleep

Good watch o'er thee to keéep,
Land of our pride.

With stalwart heart and hand
We evermore will stand,

A loving loyal band

Close to thy side.
The cornerstone we lay

Shall witnees that this day
Our vows we make.

Our flag shall ever wave,
Oter noble hearts and brave

Though we should flnd a grave,
For th; dear sake.

Stirring addresses by General Woodward, divisiqn‘cqm-vl
mander, andenSpectqr'General McQuade were well received and genercuﬁ-'
ly applauded; but when Colonel Everdell arose, hand exteﬁded in s&lute;
a spontaneous roar of greeting rent the air! A solemn benediction
pronounced by;the‘Chaplain brought to a fitting close the impressiVe
ceremonies of the day. | |

Filled with the spirit of’the occasion, 'the regiment
marched to Fort Greene, there to stand annual inspection and muster:
the returns for the yeaxr lB?E,UShomwaunumerical strehgﬁhbof ..... fives hun-
dred and flfty nine all ranks. In the meantime a group of Brooklyn's
mogt solid and dlstlngulohed cltlzens had through aubstantlal and
material assistance, made it possible to uniform the regimental hands
the new uniform of unusual brilliance, was Qf’dark blue, trimmed

113



ﬁith crimgon‘and Whife; richly embroidered epaulets of crimson and
~ bullion completed the touch of elegance, the whole, in striking con-
trast against the grey columns that followed. As a mark of appreciation
the regiment headed by its gorgeous band, marched in review before the
citizens committee at Carroll Park, the affair proving a handsome ac-
knowledgement of an equally handsome‘compliment paid the 23rd by these
gentlemen.

A review tendered Governor Hoffman on September SOth, might
well have»beén termed a "twilight'review"; through the late arrival
of “the Governor, the ceremonies scheduled to conmence at three in the
afterncon, were delayed until six in the evening, términating in the
darkness of night, to ﬁhe disappointment of a patient public Who had
gathered at the City‘Hall to witness the affair.

It was during the year 1872, that the Naﬁional Guard of our
State received the newly adopted breech loader, officially known as
the Remington Breech Loading Rifle Musket; the calibre of the Remington
is 50 and the charge of its service cartridge, 70 grains of black
powder. A striking feature of this handsome piece is its long bright
barrel and angular bayonet. Although a single shot weapon it is capa~-
ble of firing sixteen shots gerimiﬁuie:h&haia@mplieifyfoftitsgueﬂstrwat-
ion makes it possible to dismount in fifteen seconds; its effective
range is one thousand yards. If too much space and detail has been
given the Remington, it is only because our regimental teams had come
to place great faith on its dependability; it was with this rifle that
every shooting record was méde and every trophy won until the adopt-
ion of the world fémous Springfield in 1897, when the same high stand-
ards of rifle markmanship were maintained.

The subjeet of consolidatidn proposed early in 1873, raised
a great hue and cry in National Guard éircles in Brooklyn. It was
proposed to put out of existance the top heavy 2nd division; it
was further proposed to consolidate units of the 5th and Ilth bri-
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gades_into one solid brigade to be designated the 2nd brigade, 1lst
division. The contemplated consolidation of Brooklyn organizations

is shown -in the following table:

%%§§%§§§§; To be consoclidated and designated thellsfh Regiment,
14%h Regt: .
15%1& Regt: a6 do do do do l4th do

23rd Regt: To continue under its original designation.

Howitzer Battery: do do do do

Cavalry of 5th
Brigade, and
Cavalry of 1lth
Brigade

To be consolidated and designated

2 o5 s 9o

New York City units comprising the 3rd and 4th brigades
~6f ‘the 1st division,uwe;eﬁtc be consolidated -into two solid brigades
to be designated the let and Srd. Through thig process of elimination,
certain regiments, mere skeletons, unable to muster more than two or
bthree hundred men, would besthrown into more progressive organizations,
thereby building up the proposed brigades to authorized strength. Fron
an economical standpoint, an estimated annual Saving to-the state and
city would approximate $i25,000,00. But the cld line regiments pro-
tested bitterly at what they considered a gross injusticey strong press-
ure brought to bear against the plan resulted in its defeat.
That was conceded to be one of the most colorful military
displays ever witnessed in Brooklyn, ocecured June 4th, 1873, when
the 2nd division of the National Guard passed in review before its
new Commander-in~Chief, CGovernor John A. Dix with all the pomp and cir-
cumatance of higkly organized troops. Returning to its armory on
Orange Street, the 23rd regiment formed a hollow sguare in the center
of which stood Senator John C. Perry and Colonel Ward who had egesrted
his bewildered guest to that point from which there could be ne es-
cape. To the great surprise of the Senator, Colonel Ward then com-
plimented him on his energetic action and support with respect to the
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passage of the Armory Bill; approaching the Senator, Colonel Ward in
Vthe name of the regiment, presented him with a magnificent Jules Jurgen-
sen chronometer suitably engraved, "Presented to Senator John C. Perry
by the members of the 23rd Regiment, N:G.S.N.Y., June 4th, 1873."

' An event rejoieing the hearts of all true Guardsmen,
occured June 21st, of that year, when the Creedmoor Rifle Range was for-
mally opened. Though wanting in gorgeous ceremonial attending many
other though less important inaugurations, the event nevertheless mark-
ed the dawn of a new era in rifle markamahsblp in::the. Eaﬁianalz@uard.
On the morning of that day, the first delegation headed by Major Gen-
eral Alexander Shaler, commandlng the Isk: d1v1310n N.G.8.N.Y., and
staff arrlved from New York, followed by officers of the National lele‘
Association, strong delehations from the 22nd and 9th regiments, membersl
of the 71st and 23rd regiments, the band of the 11th regiment and a large
’eoncourse of military men and civilians. A salute of artillery by "K"
Battery,ylst division (later‘fe-designated the 1lst Battery, in which
the writer had the honor to serve) opened the ceremonies of the day:
headed by the band the assemblage marched to the range. Unable to aﬁ-
tend, though mindful of the real importance of the oceasioh, Generalk |
Grant, Governor Dix and ﬁeneral Shenman wired congratulatlons and good
/w1shes for the success of the enterprlse.

It seems not amiss to dwell for a moment on the early
history of this mecea for riflemen; the initial movemenf for the organ-
ization.of a netional rifle association dates from November 24th, 1871,
when a Board of Directors was elected; the board consisted of:

Pres: Gen'l. A, E. Burnside

V. Pres: Col. Wm. C. Church

Sec'y: Capt. George W. Wingate

Corr., Sec'y: F. M., Peck

Treas'r: Gen'l J. B. Woodward
fhese gentlemen continued in office until July 22nd, 1872, when General
Burnside having resigned, Colonel Church was elected President and Gen-
~eral Shaler Viee President. The real labors'of'the assaciation now com-
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mended; first the proper site for a range must be chosen and second-
ly, the details necessary to induce members of the National Guard to
take an interest in what to them was a novel enterprise. It was at
once apparent that the high price of land within any available distance
of New York would render any purchase impossible without state assist-
ance. A bill introduced into the Legisléture and passed in May 1872,
provided that whenever the association should raise $5,000.00, the
state would contribute $25,000.00 for the purpose of purchasing and
fitting out such & rangej; the. state also agreed to provide division
and state prizes for skillful marksmanship. To this was also added
$5,000,00‘f:0m th§‘Superviso:s of New York and Brooklyn, with $5,000,00
additional from the SBupervisors of New York.

The work of selecting ground of a sufficient area for
a rifle range whiph would be reasonable in price, safe and convenient
of access, proved a diffieult task; finally a most wise purchase was
made of & tract of seventy acres situate on the Central R. R. of Long
Island; eleven miles from Hunters Point and a short distance from
Jamaica and Flushing. The land was bought from Mr. J. Creed for
126 ,250,00, and named "Creedmoor." The tract was admirably adopted for
the purposes of a rifle range; as level as a billiard table, it afford-
ed room for twenty separate ranges, each of which could be used from
one hundred to one thousand yards without employing raised platforms -
found necessary on most European rifle ranges.

There appeared but one objeétion; it would become neces=-
sary to build an ambankment twenty feet high and six hundred feet long
as a bullet stop in rear of the butts; in completing this undertaking,
there wasyexcavatadanctléssmthanxtWEnﬁy%sevén thousandccubic feeto
of earth! To avail themselves of the latest improvements in range
construction, the association sent Messrs.. Rogksfellar, Wingate

and Church to Wimbledon and Hythe, there to inspect not only the rifle
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ranges, but to report on the various modes of firing. It is a remark-
able faect that on completion of the Creedmoor range, the association
experienced no little difficulty in inducing the National Guard to in-
terest itself in the subject of rifle practice. Astonishing apathy pre-
vailed among a large group of foicers; but the>libera; action of the
association in throwing open the range for the gratuitous use of the
Guard during the summer of 1873, resulted in most regiments going there
perhaps out of curiousity, for a day's practice. In every instance
however, after a single visit, the merits and advantages of so fine a
range were fully appreciated. The Guard shook off its apathy, emulation
was at once excited; regimental teams were organized and good and better
shooting resulted. Indeed so popular had Creedmoor now become,,that.‘
during the month of September of that year no less than four thousand
men of the National Guard had used it; and so the Creedmoor rifle range
suddenly and deservedly leaped into international fame!

Let us now study the results of the first day's shooting;
the third match of that day, open to teams of the National Guard, went %
the 22nd regiment and the séqond prize, to the 23rd of Brooklyn; a
roster of those comprising the regimental team follows:

Capt. Charles H.Joy,Co."F"

1st Lt.Joseph G.Story,Co."A"
2nd Lt.Thomas J.Stevens,Co."C"
Ord.Sgt.Charles E,Bryant,N.C.S.
Sgt.George SiJewell,;Coc"DB"
Sgt.Albert Wilkinson,Co."C"
Pvt.Charles L.Fincke,Co."A"
Pvt.James H.Stearns,Co."E"
Pvt.George E.Nichols,Co."B"
Pvt.L.Z.Brockway,Co."E"

Pvt.John Drummond,Co."E™

At the first annual prize meeting held in October of that
year, the 23rd regiment won the 2nd division match with a gain of twenty
points over the initial shoot of the previous June; a detailed record of
subsequent achievements in rifle marksmanship by the regiment will be

W oo 8
found in Appendix;r.

118



The Guard had in the meantime learned much of the

theory and practice in the art of markmanship through the medium

L

of "yingate's Manual of Eifle Practice," a treatise of great value

to the rifleman, in that the fundamentals of 3h00ting were ncot only
discussed, but thoroughly explsined. On August 28th, 1873, Lieutenant
’Joseph G. Story of. Company "A" was clected a member of the board of
directors of the FHational Rifle Association.

An event leading to & happy realization of the regiment,
oceured June 24th, of that year, when the 23rd received ders to vacat:
the Orange Street armory; accordingly, the colors, arms and records of
the organization were removed to the Portland Lvenue arsenal, designate

A

Headquarters. The new armory on Clermont Avmnue had been inspected

s

and reported upon favorably as & finished project, and on September

16th, 1873, a reco %u@;daf¢on that 1t be accepted, was approved. Strang
as it may appear, the appropriation for the building was not exceeded;
on the contrary, there remeined a balance shown in the accompaning
recapitulation of costss

TOTAL ABPAQB\IATIO —_— %$160,000. 00

Purchase price of graunda e 348,000, 00

Contract price for con-

struction exclusive of
lighting system and gun

racks, ' 99,997,00
Cost of lighting system
, and gun racks, 9,000.00
UNEXPENDED BALANCEH: -~ 3,003,00
¥%60,000,00

Shortly before eight oteclock on the evening of September

29th, 1873, the doors of the new armory were officially opened; a
la

,_,
M

rge gathering of friends of the regiment eager to witness the cere-
monies attending the entry of the 23rd, filled the galleries to capacit:
indeed, every foot of available space offering & view of the drill floo:
was literally vacked with interested spectators; it was estimated that

four thousand pversons were admitted on the occasion of this great event,
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v éreciseiy at eight o'eclock, the regiment in full fa-
tigue, with knapsacks and blankets rolled, préceded by its splendid
band of forty pieces under Bandmaster Conterno, marched into the armory.
The appearance of Colonel Ward at the head of his regiment brought forth
tumultuous and prolonged cheers; indeed such was the noisy demonstration,
that verbal commands were altogether lost, and this of course rather
disrupted the evolutions of the regiment; but after a few minutes the
cheering subsided and the 23rd, hitting the stride, carried on. Although
drenched by a sudden shower enroute from the arsenal, the esprit de corps
of the organization was strongly manifested in its steadiness and pre-
“cision as it marched in review before General Fowler, Chairman of the‘
Military Committee of the Board of Supervisors of Kings County and his
official associates; this concluded, the General, advancing toward Coloné
Ward, presented him with a velvet casket containing silver keys of the

armory suitably engraved in commemoration of the occasion; these valued
dfe‘.b&/‘

-
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: A
of the evenings in sharp contrast with the company rooms scattered K ‘A

about the neighborhood of the Orange Street armory, much attention center:
ed on those in the new building; marked individuality in decorations and
fittings compelled only the most favorable comment; profuse floral pieces
artistically arranged, added much to their attractiveness, reminding

one more of a conservatory.than of meeting rooms.

For the first time since its organization, the annual in-
spection and muster of the 23rd regiment was held within its armory on
the evening of October 27th, 1873, the recorded strength of the organi-
zation being five hundred and forty one. Elegantly presented and en-
thusiastically supported, the eleventh annual promenade concert held in
the armory December 16th, proved eminently successful. There were but

two changes in the Field and Staff during the year 18%3. First Lieut.and

Commissary Jﬁ@g?h;::wgggap Jr., resigned January 27ths he was succeeded b
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| Céptain‘Edward N, Norton on March 17th. It was during this yearrthat

. Company “G¢ Was for economic reasons disbanded; thus the regiment be-
came an eight company organization. But again, the Brooklyn City Guard
(Company "G"*, 13th Regiment) was to play an important part in regi-
mental agfa;rs;_more particularly in the re-organization of the compa-
ny lately disbanded.

Persistant rumors of a feeling of discontent within the
ranks of Company "G", 13th Regiment, culminéted in a request by that
organization to be transferred to the 23rd regiment. Always an ex-
clusive company, composed of the cream of society, the wealth and
aristocracy of South Brooklyn extensively represented.in its ranks,
Company "G" resented any attempt to recruit the 13th regiment with gny
- other than this select class. The 23fd regiment had in the meantime
gained a foremost position in the social estimation of the public; it
Waé therefore to the 23rd that Company "G" of the 13th turned. The re-
quest for transfer, meeting with disapproval, the company as a whole de-
termined to force its way out of the 13th; in this it sueceeded all too
well._ The company became insubordinate and refused to turn out for an
ordered parade; an investigation ordered by the Governor showed that ‘
every member of the company with the exception,of nine, had deliberately
left the state on that day. Under 5.0.No.128, A.G.Q0., November lBth,
18?3, the company was disbanded for the good of the service and Captain
Alfred H., Williams commanding, summarily discharged without honor. Thus
Nﬁg%ﬁ2£og§lggtc%gg gg?ggaggigegftghgxﬁgg.defunct company were Justlfied,
is not for us to say; but rank in-subordination is NEVER justifiable.

We are just a little surprised to find that on December 3rd,
of the samevyear, thifty eight members of the disﬁanded company were

irndividually
accepted /by Colonel Ward and were mustered in as Company "G", 23rd
Regiment! By this remarkable occurance, the regiment was again raised
to the status of a nine conpany organization. First;lﬁeu&enéh@ﬁﬁhsn
éphiG;lStoryguC;ofm?p4a‘n&&*ﬁﬁ";¥aﬂsusviﬁgamfeﬂd ‘320 t h e
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newly admitted ~uniby- administered its affairs faithfully and welkg
fonmer non-commissioned officers were elected to their ariginal grades,
and through tactful.handllng,Company“G" functioched well inm its new and
pleasant surroundingse. But loud and violent criticism of COlonel Ward's
action in acgepting these men was heard on every side,the front pages
of the press devoting much space to the contraversysyet in spite of
all,the indomitable Colonel stocd by his decision and ther§‘§h§ @at-
ter ended,siaééfthamcevem@falg@ax@whgng;iaﬁ§enan§§§tpryuadministered~
the-dathi tof these thirty: ¢lght maleont ente 6f the k3th regiment,the" 4
eutstanding record’ of, etcmcpahj&!@ ¥ Brookiyn:CitylGhard)replete with high
sehievement) is )without: sfaine b¥ilblemishiy. Purther review of tle
case of the‘deposed Captain Williams resulted in his camplete‘vindi-'
cation.Re-commissioned as of December 6th,1873,he subsequently took

‘dver the command of Company"G",Ligutenant Shory returning to his own

o

company;as a tribute of estéem in which heiwas held by ﬁiﬁ;temﬁdrgrgi
cammand%Lieutenant Story was elected an honorary member,ef'that érgan-
izations Captain Williams was on February 16th,1877,brevetted aiMaiQr;
Determined that his regiment excel! in: rifle marks-
manship,Colonel Ward in January lB?é,ordefed'séhools far*bffiaéfsQandf
mEn.mn the subJeet of musketry,based aﬂ’Wingate's manualy the con-
structlon of an 1ndocr range in the waste upper spaces of the armory,
proved an innovation morthy of remarks;the range measuring but forty :
yards,waé brought to the equivalent of two hundréd,by targets qf re- }
duced sizeg ammunition reloaded with reduced ehargesyof thirty five %
grains corresponded in a measure with the crude yet successful experi-
ment. Press notices of the day commenting on this unheard of depart-
ure,held it in derisionjindulging in ridicule,a prominent Brooklyn
daily dubbed it "Colonel Ward's Toy BRange." One need but scan the
scores rolled up by ﬁhe 23rd on the Creedmoor range for the year 1874
to be conv1nced of the undoubted value of this"toy range" in develop-
ing good shots from raw material. Admlttlng this fact,other regiments
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set to work constructing indoor ranges.

With the advent of Creedmoor;tne farcical award of the
regimental "Best Shot" medal was discontinued;thewill to-excel in marksman-
ship had taken a firm hold on the regiment. So great had become the in-
terest in this fine art,that a rifle club was organized within the
23rd;it was called the "Ward Rifle Club of Brooklyn." On June 26th,
Company "A" journied to Creedmoor,there to compete for the monthly‘award
of the "KéllogéBadge“; ihis handsame decoration of fine gold and ena=-
mel presented to Cdmpany"A" by Mr.Sheldon A.Kbllogg,himself a veteran
of that company,was awarded,monthly to the high scoreja roll of the
winners for the year 1874 followssg-

June;_vat.James Allen

July, ©Sgt A.Allen Jr.

Aug., Cpl.H.R.Hughes

Sept, Pvt.C.W.Dibble

Oct , Pvt.James Allen

Nov 3 Pvt.C.Sharpe

The 23rd occupied the Creedmoor range September 10th

and on that day the twelve highest scores were selected for the regi-
mental fiﬁie team for the year 18743on October 2nd,this team captured
for the second time;the 2nd Division trophy,taking third place in tle
State match. A comparison of scores m&de in the di#ision matehes at Gréec

moor for the years 1873 and 1874 omay:prove biteréstinge.

1873 1874
Regiment . Mens Scoreg Mens Score: Decrease Increase
Twenty Third. P2 181 12 207 —————— 26
Fourteenth = [10 71 ‘ 12 164 ———— 23
Thirty Second [12 179 12 162 17 -
Forty Seventh | Did not par-|- 12 153 - .
- | ticipate.
Twenty BEighth [L1 120 1= 136 —————— 16
Thirteenth 10 - 102 12 123 | emmena . 21
Fifteenth Did not par-ll- % 60 ————— —————
‘ lticipat.e.

We here turn from the absorblnc subject of rlfle prac-
tice ,bo note . .othey . regimeéntal aetimt:hess ‘of- thatiyear. The opening
kconcert of a series of eight given hy Conterno's regimental band occur=-
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ed on the evening of Janﬁary l7th,in the new armory before an agd»
ienee of three thousand lovers of musie. Other items of interest af-
fecting the regiment are given in their proper order, A review tender-
edfmajar General Wcodward on January 3lst,was followed by another on
April l7thxwhen the 23rd marched before Brevet Major General Morris,
Inspector Gene:alkof the State of New York. On the 25th of the same
month,a reﬁised drill manual p;eparéd‘by General Uptaon,U.S5.A.,was ad-
opted by the National Guard. On May 28th the entire Bnﬁ divisjon pass-
ed in‘:eﬁieW'before Governor John A.Dix at Fort Greenégcdmmanting’pn
the performance,the press of that day remarks,"The appearance of the
Brooklyn Militia was a.&pecﬁéculaz‘and taétical ‘success."

; 'This formation followed by a fleld day at Prospect
FPark,on Jane 9th,terminated in a review of the 11th brigade by the div-
igion“cammander,aeneral Woodward, The regiment stoad annual inspect-
ion aﬁdﬁmuster on’the"parade”at Fort Greene,October 5thja net gain of
‘thixty over the preceding ye&r,broughﬁlthe‘strength of the Zardwta
five hundred‘and seventy four,all ranks, Cn December 5th the regi-
ment escorted the remains of the late Mayor Havemeyer of New York from
the Hamilton Avenue ferry to Greanﬁoud,&nd‘on the evening of Decem=
' ber l2£h,the-opening regimental band concert of the fourth series WQS'
givgnrat\the armory. Changes in the Field and Staffbfor the year 1874
wgefimaﬂ fle wle Regimental Adjutant Charles H.Hunter resigned March |
18th,the pa&t belng filled by First Lleu't John B.Frothlngham.a9901nt-
ed April 6th. Capt&ln and Commissary mdmard NeNorton retired December
3lstythat important post remaining vacant for the time being.

At a meeting of the Veteran Association held Jan-
uary 14th,1875,the committee on "Regimental History”'reported’progresa
considerabile publicity seems to have been giwen the sabject. Qubting;
from the"Brooklyn HEagle'*'we learn that " A commit&ee is busily &ngaged
in eollecting facts and doecuments bearing on the history of the Twenty
Third Regiment,the publication of which is eagerly locked for",Such a
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history was never written,although here and there scattered through
the archives of the regiment are to be found roggh.memoranda intend-
ed no doubt for that mythical individual selected by the Veteran Asso-
ciation as*ane éminently qualified to prepare a history of the regi-
ment",

A review tendered General‘Heserqle,brﬁgadéiagmmandér}
teiminated the armory drill seasonjthis was followed by another review
in honor of the newly appointed division commander Major General Thomas
S.Dakln,succe sar to General Woodward, resigned February 19th, 1875.The
L O DA .
1nauor£%10n of an annual event called the"Creedmoor Reception” given in
the armory on the evening of May 19th,featured the regimental rifle
team of the preceding year and included an indoor match between the
members of thévteam;a nandsome gold medal awarded the winner of the
match went to Private C.W.Dibble of Company"A",whose aggregate was
eighteen out of a possible twenty. Immediately following the shoet-off
a 8pirited Dbattalion drill in double time preceded a review of the
regiment by Major General Franklin Townsend,Adjutant General of the
Staﬁe'cf New Yorksthe presentation of shooting prizes and trophies con-
cluded the interesting ceremoniesj the armory.mow given over to danc-
ing,assumed the appearance of a grand ball roome

One would naturally suppose that the closecof:the’
armcryﬁdrillisé&ﬁdnwweulduen@Vfurtheryacﬁfvitiesgbut the recorded events
:%f&#théqga&&@tammmhqﬂ proves the fallacy of the supposition. A field day
on the parade ground at Prospect Park held June 10th,in which the entire
‘bfigade participated,was followed by the seventh“KelloggSBéggeﬁ*cbﬁtést
at Creedmoor on the 25th of the same monthythis matchias has beén said,
WESﬂ6@@&@%daﬁbﬁéﬁbu&gmﬁmh&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁG@mp&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁdxwasf%ﬁhﬁhy Lieutt G.H Earle
with dihigh" aggregate of 32 out of alpOSSible 40+ By order of May 26th,
1875, %il officers and men of the National Guafd of the state were autha-
b‘rized gﬁ wear on the left forearm abowe the euff,a.badgé of crossed rif-

les surmounted by the word "MARKSMAN™ worked in goldjthis constluuted
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the first state decoration fof‘ma:ksmanship‘ The eighth "Kellogg Badge"
matqh.shotvat Creedmoer July 27th,was for the seéond time won by Lieu'*t
Earle with an aggregate of 38 out of a passible 403 the ninth match of
August 24th,won for third time by Corporal James M.Allen,brought to a
close the intéresting and hard faught’contest for possession of the
coveted deccration which finally went to Corporal Ailep,ta hgve and bo
hold forever. In the meantime a hand picked regimental team awaited the
opening matehdsy 1t was "in 1875 at the spiing meet of the National Rifle Asso=
ciation,that targets with round bulls-eyes were first introduced;these
were designated “rcun&,targetsﬁandrsuperceded the squaiefbulls»eyéﬁ‘

. On September 30th of that year,the 23rd regiment wom for

the third consecutive time,the 2nd division m&tch“witﬁ-anbaggregateyqf

414 aut of a"pdsaible3ﬁﬂqgas:%he shooting prmgresaed,exaitementvamqng“

tha cantésting Brooklyn‘teaﬁs became infense;-- especially toward the

end of the match when it @%%@ma apparent that the 23rd and the 47th reg=

imental teams Wére shooting"neck to neck”, at QOOIyaria,thh teams were

equal,each,haVing to its credit <14 pointsjat one time the 47th was a

"few*p§in§3'in the leadjbut they fell off toward the close,while the 23rd

imyrdved, The first accident in the history of the Creedmoor range oc=-

cured'dmxihgathichanﬁeat,when Sergeant Schon of the 23rd,while firing

~on the 500 yard range,narEGWIy escaped serious injury, the barrel of

his Remington bursting at the lower band.

| On the same’day Sergeaht WeS.Cliver of the 23rd regi-
ment won the "Laflin and Rand" matcﬁ with anraggregate scaore of 86 ouk
of a possible 100,with Sergeant French of the 7th,a close secondjthe in-
dividual scores of the:contestants follow.

Name and Reg'te 200 Yardse Totals 500 Yardssz Totals  Aggs

Sg't Oliver 23rd | 3544445444 | 41 5555534445 | 45 | 86
Sg't Brench  7th | 4545334433 38 5545554355 46 84
Cap?t Clark 79th | 4435444444 40 5445345525 42 82
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_ In the State match,with‘eighteen tegms of twelve men
each coﬁtesting,the 7th regiment emerged victorious with an aggreg&te
of 451,the 23rd regiment being a close second with ah.aggregate of 446
out of a possible 600. The Intei-State match competed for by teams of
twelwe froﬁ Connecticut and New York,was won by the State of Wew York,
Adjutant Frothinghem and Private Cowperthwait répresented,the 23rd on

thé winning teamythe regpective scores follows=

200 yardss 400 yardsg Totals
N.G.S.N.Y.teams 445 | 418 : 863
Conmn.N.G.teams 375 308 683

Points in favor '
of the W.,Y.teams 70 110 180

In:ccmpeting for the"Aymy and Névy’Journal“ﬁrcghy;thE&‘
23rd came off a close second.with a score_ofv304,the an éonnecticut
winning with an aggregate'gf 3064thus beating the 23rd by the narrm&‘
margin of 2 points. In the year 1875,the 23rd regiment qualified fthirty
one marksmen;the regiment now held the shooting laurels in the 2nd di-

: Viﬁi@nc-

On September 8th,Colonel Ward called a mass meeting of
the regiment to consider ways and means of defraying expenses incident-
al to the broposed visit of the 23rd to‘the Centennial Equsition.to he
held at Philadelphia the following year.HEqually important ﬁo the success
of the anticipated visit to the city of Brotherly Love,was the matter

of recruiting the regiment which would represent Brooklyn. As the Col-
onel arose to address the meeting,a tremendous volley of applause greet-
ed himghis opening Words‘were,"my motto is DEEDS,not WORDS". Then fol-
lowed the blunt announcement ,"fhe 23rd . is’ goinglftotffhiladelbhiéu in
1876 with ONE THOUBAND MEN:" A profound silence followedjsuddenly from
somewhere in thé mass,a single voice rang out "WE WIILI® Thié burst of
enthusiasm so electrified the audience,that several minutes elapsed he-

fore the roars of supporting appréval by the regiment were hushed; the
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Colonel had issued the chall®ngejthe regiment had accepted it. The nar-
ration of this incident answers we believe,a question often asked con-
cerning the origin and'éignifﬂﬁnce of the simple yet forceful slogan,"WE
WILLY which even to this day is uséd by the regimente. = -
- Governor rildenAﬁz%iewed the 2nd division at the.Prespect
Park Parade Ground on October 1l2th and the 23rd regiment stoad annual in=-
spectioh and muster on the 26th of the same mon@hAWith a total strength
of‘six hundred and twenty four,a gain of fifty one aver the preceding
year. At a meeting of the Veteran Association held October léth,1875,the

‘adoption of a distinctive uniform for that body was considered; this woull

consist of a blue.double bréaBted comt after the pattern worm by staff
offieers%wiph panta%oons to match;gqld epaulets‘and‘belt,stafﬁ‘officers
sword,rapier patternﬂwith‘gal&.mcunﬁed hilt and silver scabbardgand ﬁ&um,

ed chapeau,aftér“theﬂFrench_sﬁyle,}The‘absurdity of such avget-up,desigp-
ed no doubt to_pamper the vanity of?the wearer,seems t; us‘aS'meaningleaé
as a high hat on an American Indianj the measure was ignominously defeat=
ed.

Numercus changes in the Field and Staff occured during

the year11875. Hajor John N.Partridge»resigned\from the serﬁice March

- 1l6thyreturning to the 23rd regiment on May 10th of the same year,he was_'
re-commissioned a lst Lieutenant and appointed Commissary,and 6n June 14t}
was again'prqmoted a Majqr.HCharles E.Bri@ge‘wasgon August i@th,appninﬁe
ed Commissary with rank of lst Lieutenant. Wﬁngfield.G.Burton,cqmmission-
ed @@Qapﬁain August léth,was appcintedflhspeétar of Rifle Practice;andﬂ
on September 25rd,Quartefmaster Robert}C,OgdenAresigned;he was succeeded

- by John C,BudaAcammissioned ;st Lieutenant and Quartermaster as of the
same date.'cbmpany "I"'had in the meantime been disbanded for no othei
reason‘thgn its deficiency and feebleness resulting from what may be‘tetm-
ed "dry rot"sonce again the regiment was reduced to the status of an

eight company organization.
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The fifth series of regimental band concerts;opened at
the armory on the evening of Deoember»llth, with a well chosen pro-
gram, 3ignor Conterno conducting; both musically and seocially, these
concerto provad even more brilliant and enjoyable than the many pre-
v1ously glven. A regimental New Years Bve » :tj grote guely unigue

land cleverly executed, brought to a close a year memorable in the' career
of the 23rd regiment.

The year 1876, opened with routine drill schedules and a
determination to better if possible, the already remarkable shooting
record of the regiment; to this end, the ma vagement of t%e Jard Rifle
Club announced the following prlzeu to be awarded its members making =

thp re qulxeo gcoxes.

First Class:

Open to all members Who, prevzous to the
‘mateh shall have made at least 90% of a
possible total from five or more sghots
with the Remington rifle.

Second Clags:

Open to those membors haking befwecn 20%
and 90% under the above conditions.

. Thira Class:

- Open to all other members.

Brigadier Géneral Iré Lr Beebe succeeded Gen al Me 9101@
as commander af the 11th Brlgade on March 16th, of that year, and on May
5rd ~the newly appointed Brlgadler'revlewed the regiment; thls accasman
marked also the date of the second annual Creedmoor reception, when
Private D. C, Pimney 6f Company "2" won the armory competieion shot for
by the regimental rifle team of the preceding year. 8till another feviéﬁ‘
tendered Brigadier General William G, Ward of the lst brigade and held in
the armory May 24th,'was followed by the famous Centennial Reﬁeption
and comcert.described as a Superb military display and a brilliant
social event. The resignation of Lieut. Colonel Farnham
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on June 16th, resulted in the promotion of Major John N. Partridge

(€8}

commissioned Lieutenant Colonel, June 28th. In a match between the U,
Ingineer Corps of Jillets Point and the 23rd regiment, the former lost
by 44 points; this was at Creedmoor, llay 31lst, 1876.
A month later, on June 30th, the 23rd regiment left
Brooklyn to participate in the Centennial ceremonies at J111 1phia
paﬁsiﬁg in review before Mayor Frederick A. Schroeder and the Cemman‘
Council of the City of Brooklyn on 1ts march to the ferry. Arriving at
Philadelphia, the regiment proceeded to Fairmount Park where camp was
pitched, appropriately named after the former division commander, 5C&mp
Woodward," ideally’lacated, proved a source of great attraction to viéit-
ing thousands. On this hi%toric occasion, the State of New York was
represented by the 7th of Mew York and the 23rd of Drooklyn: speaking
for the 23rd, it may truthfully be said that it won for itself'golden
opinions. The remarkable discipline and fine solﬁierly be&fing of the
men - and especially the attention to all points of mliltmry CETEmony
nd etiguette in which the regiment was scrupulously drilled, were ad-
miriﬁgly obgerved; also, the 25rd Q&dee’ more men than any organizstion
pfesent, its formation being thirty two files front. Returning to
Brooklyn July~6th,‘xU1t%8T aat1v1ry‘ was reserved for tﬁe comiﬁg fall.
| kAnnual inspectiqn and nuster for the year 1876, called
for the highest praise from the inspecting officers; we guote from the
official report of General Woodward, Inspector General’of the state.
x x X "In the inspection which followed, dre,s, arms amd equipment were
found in the best possible conditionsy in a word, I consider this regi-
ment so completely organized, efficienily officered and so fully equip-
ped as to be ready at ali'times to discharge any duties required of 1it.
The regimental books are verfect in their keeping and comprehensiveness;
the descrigtive book is a marvel of cdnvenience and completeness df

detail., The books and papers of the several companies were in
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fine order and correct in every particular; fhe attendance is ex-
cellent and the muster will show it to have a smaller percentage of
absentees, no doubt, than any regiment in the state. x x x The nmuster
rolls of tkat year show a tofal membership of’six'hundred and forty
four; a gain of twenty over the &ear 1875. The 2nd division passed 1in
review before the Commender-in-Chief at Prospect Pérk, October-znd, and
on the 28th, of the month following, the regiment was reviewed by
Mayor Schroeder.

The record achieved by the 23rd on the Creedmoor range
for that year, is. preflxed by remarks roncernlng a shootlng decoratlon
known as the"Nevada Badge“* this  gold medal, presented by the Natlonal

Guard of Virginia Clty, Nevade, to that company of the National Gudrd

~of trhe State of New York annually making the highest average at 200 and

500 yards, was competed for by teams of thek4?th, 7th, 23rd and ?Ist,'

regiments: im this competition the 23rd took third place with an”aggre—

~gate of but 956 ppints as‘against 1169 rolled up by the 47th regiment.

This brings}us to the fall matches. TFor the fourth con-
secutive timé, the 23rd regiment Qaptuﬁed the 2nd division matchs theb
"Gat‘ilng Mateh" and the ™Army and Havy Match“ were also won b; the
23rd, but in competlng for the State Match, the l4th regiment scored a
total of 346, thus winning from the 23rd by one point! The regiment ‘
qualified a total of sixty six marksmen for the vear; a gain of thirty
six over the preceding year.

| On December 9th, 1876, the 23rd regiment performed a
grim duty in escorting thé remains of unidentified victims of the
Brooklyn Theatre catastrophe to Greenwood Cemeterys thé horror of the

disaster is too well known to warrant further comment. To the changes

~of status within the Field and Staff for the year. already cited, may

be added the resignation on May 18th, of Captain and Assistant Surgeon
Fuller #alker and the appointment to that rank of N. Gerhard Hutchinson

as of the same date. Captain Edward Lw‘Partridge glso of the
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fedical Department commissioned June 12th, and discbarged July 10th,
after serving but twenty nine days, and the return to mhe ;agiment of
Alfred Cutler Barnes, ¢ommissioned é Major, October 23rd, 1876.

The eventful year of 1877, opened with the resignation of
Chaplain Norman Seaver and the appointment of the Rev. Joseph T. Duryea
D. D., with rank of Captain, both changes occuring as of April 16th.
Through the untimely death of Captain and Ass't Surgeon Hutchinson on
April 10th, Captain Fdward A. Lewis succeeded to that post; a full mili-
tary funeral accorded the late Captain clqsed the unpleasant chapters
on tﬁis occasion Company "F" acted as escort. A Full and Honorable dis-
charge dated April 26th, went to Drum Major W. W. Beavan, who Wasbre~
placedbby‘Sidnéy S. Daytqn, appoihted‘and'warranted May lst.

‘ in the spring of that‘year”é splehdid ihnovation designed
to benefit the fémilies of deceased members of the regim@nt, was pPro-
pounded by the‘Council of Officerss under this plan of insufance, a
Benefieiary would receive in cash, as many dollars as there were mem-
bers, each member heing:assessedctherdellarcandctén centsthpon:the:
demise of a member. ”The "Mutval Benefit Agssociation of the Twenty
. Third Regiment®™ as it was calléd,‘received at once the unanimous ap-
proval of both aotive and veteran members of the regiment.

The third annual Creédmdor Réception he1d ih the armory
'in llay, attracted the usual répresentative audlence @hich on this oc-
casion witnessed the shoot-bff of 1876 regimentai team; an‘improvised
range laid out on fhe drill floor, offering an excellent view of the
proceedings. ZPrivate F. H. Holton of Company "“G" scorihg the greatest
number of qﬁélifying hits, received not only the plaudits of the spec-
tators, but the gold medal as welly following the competition, the
regiment passed in review béfore Mayor Schroeder.
| The formation of & regiﬁental Cadet Corps in 1877, al-
Waya‘pOpulgr'with lads still too young to join the Guard, attained
marked proficiency undéf the personal guidance of Major Barnes,‘assist-ﬁ
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ed by experienced drill masters from the ranks of the 23rd; the uniform
of the Corps ﬁas grey with white cross-belts; it was armed with the

Cadet Model, Remingtom rifle. The term of‘“enlistment" was one years
during the first year of its existanes, the Cadet Corps shot a creditable
competitive match on the Creedmoor range and within two years, its mem-
bership had increased to one hundred and fifty. Of the contribution made
by this group of youngsters in the organization of a new company within
the regiment, further remark will be made.

The 23rd paraded in New York on May 19th, as guests of
Colonel Josiah Porter's 22nd Regiment, the brigade passing in review
before Colonel Ward, commanding the lst Brigades; this review was held at
Union Square, the present day rendezvous of communistic groups whose im=-
pudent though harmless defiance of Americam institutions is a blot on
the escutcheon of our city, state‘and nation. A Field Day held in
Brooklyn, May 30th, in which all troops of the 2nd division participated,
terminated in a:review of the division by His Excellency, Governor Tilden.
The 23rd regiment had in the meantime been reviewed by Inspector Generél
Woodward on the 21st, of the same month. It will be observed that within
a period of eleven days, the regiment stood no less than three formations
for purposes other than drill.

During the summer of 1877, seriousulabor troubles swept
through the United States! Along the lines of the Erie Railroad operating
within the 8tate of New York, the vicious element indulging in acts of
violence and quite out of control, openly defied the constituted au-
thorities. Realizing the dangerous situation, Governor Tilden called upon
the National Guard for duty in aid of the ecivil authorities; co-incident
with the mobolization of the 2nd division, Colonel Ward, early on the
morning of July 22nd, received orders to proceed with his regiment to
Hornellsville in support of the 74§h regiment, the 110th battalion and a

section of artillery of the 20th brigade already on duty at that point.
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,Fearing a repetition of conditions growing out of the Draft Riots of
1863, still fresh in the minds of the authorities, and being warned
of impending disorder, the balance of the 2nd division performed guard
duty at strategic points within the county of Kings.
The 23rd regiment marched on the evening of the 22nd,

and entraining at Jersey City, had arrived at Susquehanna early on
the morning following; here the regiment was met by a mob indulging
in nothing worse than a noisy demonstration; but at Waverly, midwgy: -
- between Owego and Elmira, it was found necessary to employ the bayonet
in protecting construction gangs engaged in repairing broken rails
and spiked switches. Arriving-&t Addison, the regimenﬁ was ordered
to abandon its day coaches and load itself into box care; in the mean-
tlme, a mob surrounding the "“trooper," had succeeded in disabling the
locomotive and uneoupllng cars; the englne crew, forced to desert thelr
posts, created a 31tuat10n ea51ly'1mag1ned! These overt aets of
| violence might‘Well‘have'been met with volieye; yet Colonel Ward, act-
ing with coelneSS and tact;ewith;heldtthe order to fire. Guards were 3?
at once thrown around the locomotive with sharpsheoters on pilot, run-
‘ning:boards‘and caby the engine was re-linked, cars wefe coupled and
an,emergency engine erew forced intq the cab at the point of a bayonet.

| | By now thekentire regiment had detrained and flanking
the cars on either'side, the whole mass moved forward, the troops keep- .
ing abreast of the train. In fhe meantime another mob had collected
and preceding the train, had removed rails and spiked switches, thus
»causing‘frequent stops. Captain Williams of Company "G" was now order-
ed to charge; with pieces loaded and bayonets fixed, the order was ex-
ecuted with thoroughness and diepatch, But still there remained
scattered groups to harass the troops; forming line, the order was
given to "AIMEY 'Ae this, the rioters scrambled to cover and the train

proceeded without further molestation.
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Erriving at Corning, another attempt to rush the train
was easily repulsed with bayonets; but not until the last car had been
boarded andracbrazkemasnrndragged dff. At Painted Post the engine was de-
railed and more rails removed! Again the regiment detrained, holding
the ever increasing mob at bay while repairs were made. It was not
until the afternoon of the 23rd that the regiment made its objective.

A detachment of the regiment comprised of those of its members who for
good and sufficient reasons were unable to march with the main’body,
left Erooklyn on the evening of July 23rd, under Major Barnes: this de-
tachméﬁt finally arrived at Hornellsville during the night of the Zétﬁ,
after an exciting Jjourney. ‘Serious riots had now broken ogt’in Buffaid
along the lines of the Néw York Centraly thé Lake Shore aﬁd the Miehigah
So&thern systems. Urgent appeals for the return of‘the 74th regiment o
- were unheeded by the militaryvauﬁharities, every available man being‘
required to cope with the desperate situation at Hornellsvilles indeed; ;
a'call for re-inforcements had been made from that city! But‘hﬁmerous‘ 
eonﬁingents_@f troops proceeding to Buffalo were arriving héurly and by
this re-inforcement the Buffalo sector remained Wellnin_hand.

A~tentative‘agreement between employers and employeés
ratified'luly 26th, relieﬁed~the,situatian to such an eXtent,fth&t 8
;gradﬁél withdrawal‘of trdops commenced that day. The accom?anying oﬁder
-shows elearly the esteem in whieh the 23rd fegiment was held by the
General Commanding: | ' | |

HEADQUARTERS , SEVENTH DIVISION
N.G.S.N.Y.
Speecial Orders: Hornellsville,N.Y.
No. 28 July 26th,1877.
L: The Twenty third Regiment is hereby'relieved

from further duty at this post.Transportation will

be furnished to New York upom application to these

Headquarters. . ) o _
2: The Major General Gommanding takes this oppors:. . .

tunity of conveying to Colonel Ward Cormanding and

through him to his officers and each member of his
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port he has received during this ecampaign.
Their promptness,courteous and sol-
dierly bearing has impressed him with the
belief that the National Guard does not po=-
ssess a better regiment,and he believes that
their exhibitions of drill and discipline ean
but be the means of raising this arm of“the
service to a mueh higher grade of efficiency
in the military organizations in Western New
York. . ‘
By Command of
Henry Brinker,
‘Lieu't H.B.Berry, Major Gen'l Commd'g.
Aide-de-Camp. H.HeSmith,A.A.A.G.

Its serviees no longer required, the 23rd returned
to Brooklyn, reaching its home station late during the night of the
27th. In recognition of this service, the regiment received author-
ization to plaece upon the lance of its regimental color, a silver
band inscribed "HORNELLSVILIE, JULY 22nd, 1877." In his report, Major
R. L. Howard commanding the 8th division of the National Guard says:

X x X "I am informed by residents of

Hornellsville that the rioters said the

arrival of the Sevebty fourth Regiment

on Sunday evening broke their heartsjbut

when the Twenty third came in on Monday,

the back bone of any riotous or incend-
iary demonstration was broken." x x x

The muster rolls of the regiment as of Octoher‘ZOth,r
show a strength of six hundred and ninety three; an increase of fortyb
nine over 1876. In markmanship for that year, ﬁhe regiment did not
so well; although the winner (for the fifth consecutive year) of the
2nd Division Mateh in whieh the 1l4th regiment lost by one point, the
23rd lost the State liateh to the 14th by 13 points, scoring but 407
against the 1l4th's 420. IEntering the "Nevada Badge" match, the regi-

mental team was déprived of shooting because of foul weather. In the
Inter-State mateh (in whieh the 23rd regiment was represented by Adju-
tant Frothingham) the New York team took third place; in this matech in

Which Connecticut,New Jersey,California and New York were represented,

California won by 24 points over Connecticut,28 points over New York and
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251 points over New Jersey, Connecticut beating New York by 4 points;
there is no question that the placéng a "bull" on the wrong target cost
the New Yorkers second place. Invfhis contest, California and New
Jersey used the U. S. Springfield Cal. 45, Connecticut the Peabody Cal.

45, and New York the Remington Ca. 50. The summary of the match follows

Place: State: 200 yards: 500 yards: Aggregate:
% ‘California 499 496 995
Connecticut 505 466 9%l
3 New York ' 480 487 967
4 New Jersey 411 333 744

In the year 18%7, the regiment gqualified one hundred and
twenty one marksmen; a gain of fifty five over the preceding year. A
new medal for marksmanship adopted by the state in the year 1876, was
first awarded those qualifying on the Creedmoor range during the season
of 187%7. The medal is of bronze, the obverse side showing the sun rising
over the mountains of the Hudson; the reverse side bears the inscription
"NATIONAL GUARD STATE OF NEW YORK." With each successive qualification -
a bar indicating the year and class of such qualificatioﬁ was suspended"
from the medallion; this constituted the second issue of markmanship
medals by the State of New York. A marked similarity between this medal‘
design and the label affixed to tins of a widely advertised and popular »
brand of stove polish of that day, is responsible for dubbing the deco-
ration the "RISING SUN STOVE POLISH MEDAL." Nothing of special interest
aside from ordered formations and drills within the armory and the an-
nual band concert given in December warrants comment; and so the year
of 1877, passed in history.

Brigadier General Beebe commanding the 1lth brigade re-
viewed the regiment in its armory on the evening of March 13th, 1878,
and on April 27th, the 23rd regiment received the 22nd of New York, both
commands proceeding to Fort Greene Park, there to be reviewed by the ]
brigade commander; following the ceremony the visiting guests were en-

tertained at the armory of the 23rd. The brigade participated in Field
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Day'exercises at Prospéct Park on May 3oth, now designated "Decoratio:
Day"; the reviewing officer on this occasion being the Adjutant Gener-
of the state, Major General Franklin Townsend, special stress laid on
pearance and correctness of maneuver resulted in one of the prettiest
exhibitions ever given by the 1lth brigade.

Through the death of Major General Thomas S. Dakin, com-
manding the 2nd division, N.G.S.N.Y., on May 13th, 1878, the National
Guard suffered a great losssy by this occurance, the command fell to
General James Jourdan, a worthy‘successor. It will be recalled that
in assembling the regiment for active service at Hornellsville, the
system of communicating orders proved unsatisfactorys; valuabie time
ldst in contracting members resulted in forwarding to the regiment
hundreds of men in total ignorance of orders, failed to report in
time to march with their companies. The promulgation of a circular
calling attention to»an order issued in l8&8, revived a long forgdt-
ten custom; in substance, this order provided thét a large red flag
shdwing the numersgls "23% in white, should be displayed on the armory
staff on all occasions when a sudden call to arms precluded the issu-
ing of written orders. All members of the regiment who by chance
discovered the signal, were charged with the duty of‘spreading the
news to fellow members and then reporting tec the armory for orderss
the flag officially known as the "Riot Fiag“ was flown for the last
time‘in 1901, when the 23rd was ordered to Albany for riot'duty. |

First Lieut. and Quartermaster John C. Budd resigréd
July 19th, i8?8, and ﬁas succeedéd by John T. Of'Hara, commissioned
and appointed as of August 5th. Through the courtesy of Brevet Lieut.
Colonel Brbome, U.' S. Marine Corps, the annual inspection and muster
for that year, held at the Navy Yard, showed a total strength of
six bhundred and ninety five and a net gain of two men. The inspect-

ion conducted by Inspector General Woodward developed the cheering
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fact that the 23rd regiment stood first among the three representative
organizations of the’ state, Referring to the General's report we
find the following sfatement:

Table showing the three highest percentages

of attendance at annual inspections for the
year 18%8.

Place: Organizations: Officers: Other Ranks: Percentages
First 23rd Regiment 100% 93.47% 96.75%
Second 7th Regiment 95% 88.% 91.5%
Third 22nd Regiment 93% 84,2355 88.4%

Under the caption "Organization of Regiments", the report
sayss "The Military Code prescribes the organization of a company of
Infantry to be three commiesioned officers, six sergeants, eight eorpo-
rals, two musicians and from thirty to eighty four privates." From
the‘(above)_table it will be noticed that the only COMPLETELY organ-
igedecnmpapyrasagrgﬁided"bxﬁlaw,ie Company QA",MIwenty -third Regiment,
commanded by Captain Joseph G. Story." x x x "In perfection of equip-
ment, the relative standing of the three regiments woﬁld be: Twenty-
third Regiment FIRBE, Twenty -second Regiment second, Seventh Regiment
third."

*From this analysis, it follows that the position to be
accorded the three regiments named, basing the standing upon attend-
ance at muster, organization and perfection of equipment, is":

Pwenty-third Regiment: FIRST PLACE in all three:

Seventh Regiment: Second place in attendance
and organizationithird place
in perfection of equipment:

SECOND PLACE.

Twenty-cecond Regiment: Third place in attendance
and organizgtiongsecond
place in perfection of eqg-
wipments

THIRD PLACE.

Bandmaster Iuciano Conterno resigned from the serviece
Ootober 7th, and on the same day Charles W. Wernig,:a musieian of

3

rare talent, was appointed and warranted in that grade. For the first



swords, the occasion being the Creedmoor Reception Review held Decembe:
10th, 18?8. A grand reception given at the Academy of lfusic on the
evening of December 17th, brought to a close the social activities of
the regiment for that year; it was then,ithat the now‘familiar name
wOURS'*‘was first applied to the 23rd. The advent of armory athleties
dates from December 3lst, 1878, when the first games were held in
the Clermont Avenue armory; glancing through a program of fifteen
events, we find two boxing bouts, a fat mans' race, climbing a greased
pole and a scramble for a greased piglet! The impropriety'af‘holdihg
indoor games on New Years Eve naturally suggests itself; yet on this
occasion, the armory was packed to éapacity. &s the years passed,’
regimental games beéame a feature‘ahd«noﬁ a few indoor records were
broken on the armbry track of the 23rd fegiment.
| But we haﬁe 8till to examine the achievements of the
regiment in markmanship for the year 1878, The 23rd won for the sixth
consecutive time the 2nd diviﬁian mateh with an aggregate of 432, beéig
ing the 14tk by 41 points, the 47th, by 82 points and the 32nd, by
122 points: in the State match the regiment tqok sedomd place with a
total of 433, losing to the 7th, by 5 points. The 23rd regiment not
being represented on the New York State team, the score méde by that
team in the Inter-State match has no partieular bearing on thisg hisfaryé
suffuce it to say that, the New York carried the match by 68 points. ‘
The regiment did not participate in the "Nevada Badge™ match. Two
hundred and twelve Marksmen qualified on the Creedmoor'range, thus
raising the rating of the regiment by eighty nine over the preceding
year. In his report on small arms practice for 1878, Colonel George.
#. Wingate, General Inspector of Rifle Practice, designates the _23rd
regiment as leading all other regiments in the state in rifle marks-
manshipe.

During the spring of 1879, the regiment stood no lessthan
'four'gﬁmaﬂe formations within the period of one weeks the firsﬁ
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of these occured May 24th, when the annual inspection and muster was
held on the green at the Navy Yard. 0§ this day the 23rd mustered a
total of seven hundred and five all ranks, and earned for itself the
exceptionally handsome percentage of 294,753 then followed a parade and
.review’ in New ¥o¥rk. On May 26th, the regiment escorted the 13th. of
Brooklyn upon the latters return from Montreal and on the 30th, of that
month the 23rd participated in the Decoration Day parade. |

. The re-organizagtion of Company "H" on June 23rd, 1879,
again raised the status of the regiment to a nine company organization;
material for the new unit seleoted from the regimental_Cadet,Corps form=
ing the nucleus upon which the company was built. Captain W. J. Cowing
was its firéﬁ commanding'officer. Aknoteworthy ﬁilitary éxcuréion ex-
tending over the period of a week, added new laurels to the good namé

. of the 23rd. Embarking on the evening of July 3rd, the S. S. "0ld Colony“
set sail for Newport, Rhode Island, arriving early on the morning of the
4th, of July. Upon sighting the vessel, the Newport Artillery saluted
the visitors with cannon and standing hy’nntil the regiment came ashore,
assisted in the ceremonies attending a reception by the Mayor and 6ther
dignitaries. |
Escorted by the Newpo:t‘Light Infantry and the Company'
.of‘Artillery, thé march was-taken.up-for/camp located on the bluffs,overg
looking the oceans this beautiful spét named mCam@ Robinson" in honor of
Iucius E. Robinson, Governor of New York, was the center of brilliant
activities throughout the week. On the day of its arrival the 23rd par—‘
ticipated in a parade the like of which had never before been witnessed |
in Newport. Not only was the State of Rhode Island represented by its
National Guard, dbut troops of the Regular Army and Navy arriving from
Fort Adams and from vessels of war in those waters, added much to the disév
play. A serieg of banners suépended at intervals along the line of March

proved a feature of the parade; just a few of the legends appearing on the

banners are here given as evidence of the.spirit of friendship felt for the



23rd regiments

"You have Rhode Island on your roll;
and from this moment let us vow an
eternal friendship"

"The little Island greets the long"

"The men and boys will cheer and shout,
The ladies,they will all turn out
To welcome you to our Island home"

"Emtilate the Spirit of '76
Newport honors the Spirit of Liberty"

By invitation of .the Commanding Officer of Fort Adamé,
regimental rifle teams were organized for a friendly match on the ranges
of the fort; in this the 23rd regiment beat the regulars at every turng
but the officers and soldiers of the army accepting their defeat after
the manner of true sportsmen, acknowledged the excellent shooting‘qualitie
of the regiment. And so the week passed in a succession of brilliant
reviews and social functions, until July 10th, when the 23rd regiment
returned to Brooklyn, thoroughly exhausted but happy.

August 25th, and September 5th, assigned the regiment
for practice and record shooting on the Creedmoor range resulted in the
qualifications indicated, for the year 1879.

SHARPSHOOTERS, 7: Scoring 35 points or over in 10 shots (5 each at
200 and 500 yards) without repetition: 50 highest
possible. )

MARKSMEN, 1lst C1,39: Scoring 25 or over (but less than 35) in 10

shots (5 each at 200 and 500 yards) without
repetitions 50 highest possible.

MARKSMEN, 2nd Cl1,35: Scoring 25 or over in 15 shots (5 for repetit-
ion at either 200 or 500 yards.)

MARKSMEN, 3rd CI,IO?: Scoring 25 or over in 20 shots (5 for repetit-
ion at BOTH 200 and 500 yards.)

In these qualifications, the 23rd carried off the honors
- in the 1lth brigade by a very great margin. The Division Match shot at
Creedmoor September 7th, resulted in the regimental team winning for the
seventh consecutive time, the 2nd Division trophy; the totals scored by
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competing organizations follows:

Regiment:. 200 Yardss 500 Yards: Total:
23rd 199 205 404
14th ' 208 170 378
47th 158 103 259
32nd 138 71 209

In competing for the'State trophy, the 23rd took eighth
place with an aggregate of 412 as against the winning scbre of 450
made by the 20th Separate Company of Binghamton; the regiment was not
represented in the "Nevada Badge" match for that year. During the year
1879, the State decoration for Marksmanship was modified. To each
officer and man making five consecitive annual qualifications, there
was awarded a silver medal in the form of a Greek Cross bearing the
Arms of the State: this suspended from a silver bar inscribed "VETERAN
MARKSMAN" at onece placed the wearer in a distinctive class.
| Field maneuvers, referred to in those days as "sham
battles" in whieh the 1lth brigade participated, were held at Staten
Isiand, October 4th, and on December 23rd, the activities of the year
were brought to an sppropriate close by a review tendered General Edward
L. Molineux,_ncw-cqmmanding the 1lth brigade, on which occasion the
presentation of shooting trophies and marksmens hadges were made a
feature of the evenihg. At a meeting of the Council of Officers held
November lst, it was voted to equip the band with a new and distinctive
uniforms by what reasoning this vote was cast does not appear. On
checking the matter, we find the band already uniformrd in what appears
both appropriate and strikingly handsomey a description»of the uniform
followssy Dark blue frock coat trimmed with gold and crimson; grey
trougers with crimson stripe; black shako with scarlet plume; scarlet
epaﬁlets;‘white cross-belts and waist belt., In like manner, We find the
Field Mugic uniformrd in grey frock coat and trousers trimmed with
scarlet:; black shako with scarlst pcmpon;.white worgsted epaunletsi white
wailst belt, Further remark concerning the proposed change will be made

™
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Deeply regretted bj all ranks of the reg 1ment, mau‘the »
retlroment of Golanel Nard on December 26th, 18'?‘9e this follcwed hlS
agpointment as Collector of Internal Revenue. But his work as a soldier
was notbyet finishedsy on March 8th, 1882, he-w&é reealled to the commahd'
of his o0ld regiment. Colonel Ward was succeeded by Lieut. Colonel John
N. Partridge, commissioned Cdlonel, January 10th, 1880. Captain Willis
L. Ogden of Company "K" was o¥ the same date commissioned Lieutenant
Colonmel. Captain Joseph G. Story brevetted a Major, September llth, 1879
and promoted A Colonel Jangary 20th, 1880, was appointed Assistant .l &
Adjutant General and Inspector of Rifle Practice.

Ad jutant John B. Frothingham received his liajority, January
10th, 1880, and was succeeded by lst Lieut. Eugene W. Burd, appointed
Adjutant, January 26th. Lst Liemt.‘and Quartermaster John T. O*Hara
resigned July 9th, 18¢9, and lst Lieut: William W. Rossiter wss appoiné-
ed to that post January 26th, 1880. On January 19th, of that year 1lst
Lieut. and Commissgry Charles E. Bridge was promoted a'Capﬁain_df Commis-
sary on the Staff of the 1lth Brigade; he was succeeded by lst Lieut.
George W. Street on February an; 1880. Major Surgeon George K. Smith
resigned January 29th, 18803 his successor was Captain Edwin A. Lewis,
appointed Regimental Surgeon, January'zeth,.of the same year. Edward

‘S, Bunker received his appointment &sﬂAssistant‘Surgean,,EEbbnaxyyzﬁdg,
1880, Chaplain Joseph T. Duryea resigned May 7th, 1879, and the Rev.
William A. Leonard recgived his appointment as Chaplain as of the same
gdate. Felix I. Eben succeeded Charles W. Wernig as Bandmaster, July Ist,
1880. |

Purning to the year 1880, we are again confronted with the
subject of distinctive dress uniform for officers and men of the 23rd
regiment; voted on by the Council, Mareh 8th, the motion was lost; we
therefore omit describiné the proposed bill of dress; but we afe ime-
pressed with the contemplated variegation of plumage designed for officers

For Field Officers
(1440 Aigrette of white heron feathers.




For Staff Officers

Adjutant: Drooping plume of buff cock feathers topped with white.

Quattermaster: do do do do do do do light blue.
Commissary: do do do crimson ecock feathers.

Surgeon: do do do buff cock feathers topped with green.
Inspt'r of Rifle

Prazctices do do do ‘do do topped with scarlet.

For Line Officers

Drooping plume of white cock feathers

Whoever was responsible for killing this monstrosity
most certainly fendered a signal service in the interests of good
ﬁaste. " In the meantime, a series of band concerts was in progress
in aid of the uﬂiform fund. On the evening of January 24th, 1880,
Colonel Tard as guest of the 23rd regiment, reviewed his late cormand
\énd on this occasion there was paraded for the first time, a set of
eolors presented\by the State of New York to the regiment in December
of the year just ended. Following the‘review,‘the retiring Colonel
was made the recipient of a handsome gold watch suitably engraved as
an expression of the high esteem in which he was held by the regi-
ment; in addition to this, Colonel Ward received two pictures, both
~gems of the engravers art,

The customary Decoration Day parade held May 3lst, follow-
ed by the annual inspection and muster of June 7th, on which oc-
casion the numerical strength of the regiment was eight hundred and
five, ended thé activities of the Bérd‘for the summer. On September
17th, thé Regiment visited Boston, participating in the pageant in-
cident to the two hundred and fiftleth anniversary of the settlement
of that city, and on November 15th, the 23rd passed in review before
General Emory Upton, U. S.*A.

In marksmanship for the year 1880, the regimental team won
for the eighth consecutive time, the 2nd division trophy. In the Stat:

M&tch; the regiment stood sixth, the-3Bth . Battelion of Wetertown: winning
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with an aggregate of 476. The total number of Sharpshooters quali-
fied was eighteen; of this number the following scored 40 or better
out of a possible 50:

Corporal F. A. Hand, Company "D"

do G. L. Fox, Company "A"
Lieut. W. L. Candee, Company "B"
Major J. B. Frothingham, F & S.
Lieut. Ezra De Forest, Company "“C"
Lieut. F, L. Holmes, Company "I"

The regiment qualified a total of 97 Marksmen lst Class.
Two decorations for marksmanship were éliminated during the year 18803
one, the ancienf bone of contention involving constant discussion
leading to Cqurts of Inquiry, was the "Nevada Badge'"*; the other, the
silver “Véteraﬁ Marksman'™ badge»which had been adopted the previous

year. Night battle exercises held at Fort Greene, December 1l6th,

brought to a close the year 1880.
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