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NEW YORK DIVISION CARRIES CROSSING OF 
THE RIO GRANDE AND CAPTURES REYNOSA 

N o t R e a d y , B u t in a F i e l d E x e r c i s e - - W h a t w a s at the 

B o t t o m o f t h e R o w 

The real situation which called for 
the hurried movement of a substantial 
part of the New York Division from M c 
Allen early this morning can best be 
explained by quoting the Division Com
manders memorandum on this subject. 

*' The RIO Grande River separates 
friendly countries, Blue, North—-Green, 
South. Green is harassed by hostile 
Bed forces. The Blue Government is 
co-operating with tbe Green Govern
ment in the defeat of the Bed forces. 
On the morning of 17 Sept. .1816, Rey-
nosn was held by a Squadron of Green 
•cavalry. Nearest Green supporting 
troops a detachment of a l l arms at 
.Monterey and Saltilo—approximate 
-strength 1500. 

**A blue Division is at Edinburg with 
detachments at nearby points. 

" R e d forces of a l l arms occupy most 
•of the State of Tamaulipas, and threat-
ten Monterey." 

Tbe war correspondent of The Rat
t ler is in possession of information con
cerning the plans of the Brigadier Gen
eral assigned to capture the river cross
ings, but the censor forbids the publ i 
cation of any details at this time. They 
w i l l , however, be reserved for tbe next 

iber. I t is known in a general way, 
iwcyer, that the Green commander at 

toycasm -with iu» smalt'foree'of eBvaT-
has fallen back on Monterey before 

the Red advance. coming from the di
rection of M s tamo roe and points south i 
and hence the act ivity of the Blue 
reinforced brigade of the New York 
Division, which is co-operating wi th ; 

the Green forces in the defeat of the 
Reds. 

Many Interesting points w i l l arise ia 
the solution of this problem. How wil l 
the Blue infantry be disposed in its 
attempt to cross the river? Where wi l l 
the secondary attack be madef How 
w i l l the crossings be defended? The 
cavalry are wondering about the depth 
of the fickle Rio Grande on the day of 
the exercise. W i l l they bo sent across 
first or wi l l they be withdrawn to a 
flank ? 

The artillerymen are pondering over 
their many problems.' i w i l l the artil 
lery battalion be kept together. Wi l l 
i t bombard Rcynosa. W i l l their team 
work with the' infantry be such as to 
render effective aid without inflicting 
unintentional injury. And the versatile 
engineers—what is to be their part i 
Are they to make a flying ferry, are 
they to fight as infantry, or are they 
to cut ways through the thicket for the 
placing of the artillery? The ever ef
ficient signal battalion which ia the 
talk of the Border wi l l do its part like 
a machine. Wire communications wi l l 
be established between all fighting units 
and. the Commanding General, while [ 
radio service witl keep Army Headquar-1 
ters advised o i l thfyprojreps of; the; 
action.' "The Ambulance 'company vtill [ 
establish its dressing station and i t s ' 
station for the slightly wounded. I 

The entire exercise wi l l bo controlled | 
by the Division Commander, assisted 
by a corps of control officers, who wil l 
be identified by white hat bands. 

BOYS AND GIRLS 
WORK FOR SOLDIERS 

Act ive S e r v i c e Li terary Dis -

Committee A c 

c o m p l i s h i n g M u c h 

( M I O S VANDERBILUMHAIR'M R f f i M , E " T m K 1 

SECOND INFANTRY 
IS ORDERED HOME 

To Leave for Mobilization 

C a m p T o d a y - S e c o n d T e n 

nessee C o m i n g 

This newspaper is in receipt of a 
very interesting ' communication from 
Newport 5 .1 . , containing a description 
of the work of the Active Service L i t 
erary Distribution Committee, whose 
purpose is to supply reading matter to 
troops along the Border. 

The Committee is headed by Cornelius 
Vamlcrbilt, Jr. , son of Major Vander-
bilt of the Division Staff, and is made 
up entirely of boys and girls averaging 
about 17 years of age. The Committee 
is surprisingly well organized and has 
several branches along the Sound and 
the New England Coast. 

Headquarters have been opened at 
the corner of Prospect H i l l Street and 
Bellevue Avenue, Newport, with four 
branch depots at advantageous points 
in other sections of tbe city. Help has 
been engaged to sort and wrap al l ' l i t 
erature received and to forward i t to 
New York City, where it •is shipped to 
the different military units in Texas. 
During the four weeks the committee 
has been at work upwards of 20,000 

Orders have been received from the 
War Department sending the 2nd In 
fantry back to their New York mobili
zation camp September 20th and they 
will probably entrain today i f the rai l 
road transportation is available. Their 
place will be filled in the N, Y . D i v i 
sion by the 2nd Tennessee, ordered 
from their mobilization camp to Pharr. 

The 2nd Infantry has bees? located at 
Pharr, Texas, quartered in the camp 
formerly occupied by the 3rd Infantry. 

This regiment is the only one on th« 
Border equipped with a portable elec
tric lighting plant. The entire equip
ment weighs approximately 1,000 lbs., 
and furnishes 100 25 watt lamps. The-
phut was presented to Col. Andrews 
by the General Electric Company be
fore the regiment left home station 
and has been used successfully through 
oat its field service. 

The members .of the command feel 
highly elated over the praise bestowed 
upon them by the Division Commander, 
General O 'Ryan as indicated in a let
ter received by Col. Andrews, relating' 

P E R S H I N G ' S W I T H D R A W A L 
C O N S I D E R E D B Y C O M M I S S I O N 

(Special to The Rattler.) 
New London, Conn., Sept. 19.—Al

though Major General Tasker H . Bliss, 
upon his appearance before the Ameri
can and Mexican Commissioners last 
week, strongly advised against the with
drawal of Gen. Pershing's army from 
Mexico at tbe present time, there is 
every reason to believe that the Ameri
can Commissioners w i l l soon cede the 
point upon which Carranza 'a represen
tatives insist. I t is plainly evident that 
no other course of action wil l be eon . id -

•ercd by the Mexicans on the Commission 
Agreements as to the ordering out of 
Mexico of the punitive expedition and 
a plan of adequate Border patrol wi l l 
undoubtedly be reached before the end 
of this week. 

Ambassador Designate Arrendondo, 
-although he had litt le to say to news-

- paper representatives that gathered 
around him at the close of today's de
liberations, admitted that he and his 
Compatriots on the Commission hold no 
sympathy for any plans that would 
postpone the withdrawal of Pershing's, 

'.forces. He stated emphatically that the 
Carranza troops are in a position to 
cope with the situation"* and neither 
need nor wish'the assistance of Ameri-

-can forces. 
The proposed plan of a neutral zone, 

along the Border in which the oper
ations of both Mexican and American 
"troops against bandits on each side of 
"the international line, has not yet been 
-abandoned by the Commission although 

• some military experts have expressed 
their doubts as to its effectiveness. Ac
cording to a l l indications tonight, how
ever, this method of Border patrol w i l l 
not form-part of the final reeeommen-

'dations of the Commission. The Ameri
c a n Commission,'although anxious that 
General Carranza assume the bulk of 
the patrol burden, wi l l not stand on 
"technicalities but wil l use every effort 
to agree upon some definite, workable 
.plan at the earliest possible date. 

Upon the results of the conferences 
ot the International Commission de
pends the early demobilization of the 
mil i t ia . There is l itt le doubt but that 
the Government is awaiting the report 
•of the commissioners before deciding on 
the disposition of the National Guard. 

S P E C I A L B O A R D T A K E S 
U P POST P L A N S 

A board of officers appointed by 
General Funston to prepare plans for 
the general supply depot and terminal 
facilities, to be established at Fort Sam 
Houston by expenditure of $750,000 
made available for that purpose in the 
army appropriation b i l l , held its first 
meeting last week to discuss the big 
improvement with which it has been 
commissioned. General Funston's ac
tion in setting the board to work is the 
first step toward giving the post ware
houses and terminals which wi l l consti
tute by far the most complete establish
ment of its kind i n the country. 

The board delegated with responsi
bi l i ty for the improvements consists of 
tbe chief of ' staff and the heads of 
various supply corps of the Southern 
Department. As the scheme contem
plates warehouses for all of tbe supply 
branches, these officers a l l have an in
terest in the work. It is intended that 
this board shall remain in general 
charge until the improvements have 
been, completed. 

It may take three years. 
The board is so formed that If there 

are changes i n -the personnel of staff 
officers before the work is finished;' of
fice*? who succeed" the present heads of 
departments wi l l also take their places 
on the board. 

As now constituted the board has 
.the following members: 

Colonel Malvern-Hil l Barnum, chief 
of staff; Colonel Harry L . Rogers, chief 
quartermaster; Colonel Walter D. Mc-
Caw, chief surgeon; Colonel Wil l iam 
C. Lankfitt, department engineer; L t . 
Colonel C. C. Williams, chief ordnance 
officer, and Lieutenant Colonel Edgar 
Russell, chief signal officer. Captain 
Hugh A . Drum, aide to General Funston 
has been appointed recorder of the 
board. 

Brigadier-General William S. McNair, 
Commanding New York Artillery Brigade, 

j McAllen, Texas 

[ continue daily. 
Recently a " F u n d D a y " was held at 

Newport by the young people compris
ing the active part of the committee 
at which the sum of $1,030.31 was col
lected. 

Statistics recently shown in the W a l l 
"Street Journal show a sudden rise in 
the burro markt. A 'host of young 
nephews in the north have suddenly 
come to the front a demand for burros. 
I t w i l l not be long before every feed 
tent has at least one vest pocket mule 

t i ed to its apron string. Just how these 
things w i l l be brought home is a ques
tion. No self respecting porter w i l l 
allow a burro to be quartered i n his 
car and the horses feel the same way 
about i t . I t may be necessary to run 
-a special burro train. 

A rattling goo 1 Ra 

B I T S O F GOSSIP 
Headquarters Division is to have a 

new dining hall and kitchen. Chef 
Dobard is preparing to dress up i n a 
new white uniform in honor of the 
latter. 

The new " b a b y b l u e " bands of the 
M . P ' s are some noise! 

The Division Hospital at McAllen is 
growing into quiet a village. It 's a 
larger city now than Ebenczer. 

Lieut. Molyneux, Division A i d 
brought home some game Monday. 

Major J . Scott Button would rather 
be chief of police in the Magic Valley 
than a private citizen at home. 

September is supposed to be the hot
test month In the Valley. Everything 
goes by contraries in this section since 
tho troops arrived. 

RESULT OF THE 
NAVYPLATTSBURGH 

T h r e e H u n d r e d Enjoy Uncle 

S a m ' s Training 

C r u i s e 

THEN 22 WOULJTsEBVE IN WAR 

Some of us have seen in the movies 
pii tures of the rookies aboard the U . S. 
8. Maine, labeled "Splendid Work of 
These Patriotic Americans", steaming 
away on board their twenty thousand 
ton home to enjoythe breeze along the 
coast thus to avoid the heat and noise 
of a summer ia towu. 

How many others, shall wc say, 
"equal ly patriotic Americans" envied 
them their tr ip ; their cool white uni
forms; their protection from the ele
ments and their comfortable temporary 
quarters, we do not know, but from the 
torrid plains of Texas, we feel sure 
that the thought of a yachting trip 

D E A T H ROBS T H E DIVISION OF 
TWO GOOD SOLDIERS. 

' ' M y son was rejected, M r Pyke, 
because his teeth didn't f i t proper. 
The doctor said 'e might ( ave' em 
knocked down his throat and be choked 
i f 'e got one of them cannon balls in 
his face. ' '—Punch. 

appealed to many. 
The results of the cruise are interest

ing; on its conclusion 22 put of the 300 
have signified their willingness to 
volunteer in case of war! ! ! 

Yes, indeed I Just think of i t l 
Three hundred amateur sailors went 

to sea on the battleship, Maine for the 
training cruise August 15 and at its 
conclusion just twenty-two of them 
signed papers signifying willingness to 
volunteer in case of war 

The 278 had only one reason for 
their refusal. It was ' ' because''. 

A l l of the rookies enjoyed the crui.e, 
the handling of the guns and the ship's 
routine, but the great majority of them, 
Commander Montgomery M . Taylor 
said, seemed to prefer to determine for 
themselves the tune when their services 
might be needed by their country. 

O 
S T I L L S E L L I N G I C E C R E A M . 

The Palace of Sweets, Mission, has 
not stayed idle jnst because the troops 
moved away from towu. M r . Elliott 
B. Roberts, the enterprising proprie
tor who coined the slogan, " G e t the 
Palace of Sweets Hab i t ' . , has been tak
ing orders a l l week from McAllen and 
Pharr. The Palace of. Sweets makes 
excellent cream nnd is glad to supply 
all comers with bulk shipments. 

During the past week there have 
been two deaths in the Division. P r i 
vate Frod-E. Bishop of the 1st Ambu
lance Company- while visiting a rela
tive i n the 1st. Field Artil lery on the 

13th inkt. accidentally shot himself 
the head with a .45 calibre automatic 
pistol. He was immediately taken to 
the Camp Hospital where he died after 
arrival. 

Private Bishop was a native of 
Johnstown, N . Y. He was 23 years 
old, married and leaves a wife and two 
children. The 1st. Ambulance Co. es
corted his body to the R. R. station 
with f itt ing military ceremonies. 

The second death was that of Private 
Joseph Cohen, of the 12th. Infantry 
Private Cohen was a well known light 
weight boxer and a few nights before 
his death participated in an exhibition 
bout at the 1st. Field Artillery camp. 
He complained of illness on the 12th 
inst., on the 15th inst. he became worse 
and was taken to the Camp Hospital, 
where he died tbe following day. He 
suffered from an acute intestinal ob
struction, which was due to local peri
tonitis of long standing. 

Private Cohen was accorded a mili
tary funeral by the members of his 
company and many friends. 

C A V A L R Y HORSE SHOW. 

The 1st. Cavalry wi l l conduct a horse 
show Saturday, October 7, at their new 
camp site. This event promises to be 
a big affair for all horse lovers and 
many prize winners will compete. The 
different cla.ses are open to the entire 
New York Division, also to any of the 
regular army in this vicinity. Prizes 
have been offered by Major Vender 
built and other officers. Also " T h e 
R a t t l e r " has offered a prize for the 
class for enlisted men, horse equipment 
and appearance to count. The list of 
events wi l l include the following 
classes: Officers* chargers, light and 
heavy,.for officers of the regular army 
and National Guard. A class for en
listed men, horse only to count, and an
other class for enlisted men in which 
horse, equipment and appearance will 
score. A light and heavy class of 
jumpers for officers and enlisted men. 
A class of polo ponies. A relay pony 
express, a rescue race, and a driving 
contest for mule teams, mules, equip
ment and handling to count., will be 
added features. Captain K i n g of 
Troop D, Captain Backhouse of Troop 
C and Captain Howlett of Troop E have 
charge of the arrangements. Entry 
blanks may be procured at an' early 
date. . ; 

The collecting of the funds was con
ducted by classes and suitable prizes 
awarded to those making the largest 
collections. 

Following are the winners, with 
amounts collected by each: 

Division 1. For girls under 15. 
Winner: Miss Fif i Widener, 14, 

amount $134.00. 
f Division 2. For girls over 15. 

Winner: Miss Marion Tiffany, 18 
amount $137.66. 

Division 3. For boys. 
Winner: Frederick B. Havocs, 14, 

amount $74.74. 
There were twelve contestants in Di 

vision 1, nineteen in Division 2 and six
teen in Division 3. 

In addition to Fund Day, a Yatching 
Day collection netted $336.00, while the 
sum of $410 has been received through 
private contributions. The money is 
being used for express and freight 
charges, magazines, newspapers, adver
tisements and circulars regarding l it 
erature and necessary plant expenses. 

The officers and members of the com
mittee and its branches are as fol'^ws: 

Chairman, Cornelius Vanderbilt, j r . 
. Vice-chairman, Grace Vanderbilt. 
Secretary, Harry Tailer; Treasurer, 

Gordon Lippert. 
Among the Newport members taking 

an active part in the work are: A l ix 
Dolan, Cnrolotta Havemeyer, Helen 
Morau', Suzanna Pierson, Jane Sanford, 
Anna Stillman, Marion Tiffany, Kather-
ine Drguhart, Fifi Widener and Dorothy 
Willard; Phelps Clauson, William De 
Rhsm Amos French and Girault Thaeh, 

Branch Committees are located as 
follows; Northeast Harbor, Maine, 
Chairman: Beatrice Byrne; Lenox, 
Mass, Chairman: Alexander Morgan; 
Larchmont, N . Y., Chairman: Paul Wi l - . 
lard; Glen Cove, L . I., Chairman; Ju l i 
ana Ferguson; Cedarburst, L . I., Chair
man: Elsie Saltus, Lake Forest, HI., 
Chairman: Carrette Foley; Harbor 
Point, Mich., Chairman: Jackson John
son, J r . 

Tbe A . S. L . D. C , . j entitled to the 
greatest praise, not only by reason of 
the practical character of its dona
tions but also for the sturdy patriotism 
indicated in the work of its loading 
spirits. 

A R M Y GEOMETRY. 

A second lieutenant ia one who has 
position, but no magnitude. 

A n obtuse officer is one more stupid 
than a commanding officer, but less 
so than two staff officers. 

A trench is that which has length, 
breadth and stiekness. 

A n observer and a pilot who are 
in the same line 'meet in the same 
plane. 

I f things are double the price of the 
ame thing obtainable ^elsewhere, it is 

a War Department contract. 
A survey report lies equally on any 

point. 
A soldier equal to a doughboy is 

equal to anything.—Mathematician. 

| in.JIII as indicated by. the practice 
march just completed. For ten days 
your regiment was on the mareh with 
complete packs over bad roads and 
trails, with water to he had only at 
the designated points'.of bivouac. On 
the last day the regiment marched 
seventeen miles and apparentely with 
little effort. Orders were zealously 
carried ont, your men were well eared 
for, there was no stragglinb, your, train 
came in fit to resume the march, and 
your men to engage in combat, while 
at all times, the condition of the arms 
was a model demon star tiou of the man
ner in which rifles should be cared for 
in the field. It was noticable that in 
every character of activity your of
ficers and men gave to their work 
the best that was in them. 

Yours is a fine regiment—the whole 
1700 of them, and a tower of strength 
to the New York Division. Please con 
vey this expression of commendation 
to your command." 

Another letter commending the work 
of the regiment has been received at 
Division Hadquarters from A . J. Rob
inson,' Trainmaster, U . S. Army, in 
charge of Pack Train No. 10, the let- ' ' 
ter follows: 

"Pursuant to orders I have reported 
to Brigade Commander 1st Brigade, Sep 
t ember 2nd, and was assigned to 2nd 
Infantry. After making thorough in- . 
spection of their transportation, I find 
it in very good condition generally, 
considering that they have just finish
ed a 10 days march. I find many 
bruised shoulders from large collars. 
The Quartermaster has taken steps to 
remedy this fault by ordering small 
collars to be shipped by express. This 
regiment made their entire trip" with 
seventeen wagons, this shortage due to 
the fact" that five of their four line 
teams had not been equipped with har
ness. 

I consider this a record considering 
the teams were driven by men nnsens-
tomed to this kind of work. The Com
mand, which is ao exceptionally large 
one, was caused absolutely no incon
venience, nor .did it at any time havo * 
to wait for supplies* which the train 
was supposed to carry. 

I have nothing to say hut praise for 
the Quartermaster, Captain Fred A. 
IMessen and his assistants. He has 
been generously assisted by Col. James 
M . Andrews, who ia very much inter
ested in his transportation.'1 

COLONEL THURSTON IMPROVING 

The following telegram received at 
Division Headquarters wi l l be read with 
joy by Colonel Thurston's legion of 
military friends on the Border: 

New York, N . Y. Sept* IS, 1916— 
Col. H . S. Sternberger. Headquarters N . 
Y. Diva., McAllen, Texas. Co] Thurs
ton's condition good; leaves for sea
shore in a day. or two. 

' Captain J . W. Farrel l 

The smaller dailies and country Week
lies are having-the battle of "their lives 
now for existence. It is going to be a 
survival of the fittest. Print paper has 
gone soaring, and the 'end -is-not yet. 
Fortunately The Rattler is at present 
well supplied and for a time, at least, 
the price of print paper will be the 
least of our troubles. 



P A G E ! T H E RIO G R A N D E R A T T L E R 

T h e P a l a c e 
• I N e w s S e n t i n b y O u r D i v i s i o n U n i t s , 

A New Yoi*k Soda Fountain in McALLEN, TEXAS 

12TH I N F A N T R Y 
During the teu-ilay hike from which 

the regiment returned last week the 
most popular marching song was the 
following, sung to the tune of " J o h n 
Browns' Body ' ' 

Six clerks behind the counter insure prompt 
fountain service at all times 

We serve the Best Ice Cream we can get 

Fresh fruit flavors, ales and all fountain drinks 
Patronize the Palace 

We have the biggest Fountain 
in The Magic Valley 

McAllen , Texas 

P a l a c e o f Sweets 

"The Place that Gave Mis-
sion its Reputation" 

This is an ice cream parlor and not a rest
aurant, and yet we serve some of the rich
est ice cream and egg drinks that a hungry 
man ever tasted. 
ThiW isi not a refrigerating plant, and yet 
we have done more to keep the New York 
Division cool than any one other store in 
the Valley. 
The Palace of Sweets has the finest foun
tain—the finest dispensers and the finest 
equipment in either McAllen, Pharr, or 
Mission. 
Give us your order for Bulk 

Ice Cream. 
We deliver everywhere. 

Elliott B. Roberts, Prop. 

T h e C o l u m b i a T h e a t r e 
McAllen, Texas. 

The Valley's most popular playhouse. 9 
Where the best pictures that money can 9 

buy are shown daily from 2 to 5 and from 7 2 
to 10 P. M. 

It's a Dime, all the Time | 

A l l we do is sign the pay-roll 
A l l we do is sign the pay-roll . 
A l l we do is sign the pay-roll 
But we don't get.a dog-gone cent! 

As a matter of fact the payrolls had 
proved a bugbear to the company 
clerks, company officers and first ser
geants, and all others concerned. There 
seem to be ten thousand rules which 
must be observed in filling them out, 
and to judge from what most men told 
the men of other companies, the rolls 
were made over, on the average, some
thing like twenty times. But all of a 
sudden, when it was least expected, 
pay call was sounded, on Thursday af
ternoon. On Thursday evening, the 
few men who had not yet discovered 
the following fact about Texas quickly 
became aware of it . Everything you 
handle sticks you—not only the cactus, 
mesquite and other plants; not only the 
gnats, mosquitoes, files, scorpions, 
" tankar iUas , " and other critters, but 
likewise and in especial the indigenous 
specimens of genus homo. Look out 
for yourselves, you petty tradesmen 1 
The Dandy Dozen wi l l turn out to be 
a Dangerous Dozen! 

The other day (our compassion for 
the responsible parties makes us indefi
nite) retreat was sounded as usual, and 
as usual, Color Sergeants Hogan and 
Bajart took the national and regimen
tal colors from their soekets.But where 
the two color guards supposed to be 
detailed to assist in furling and casing? 
Had two men been detailed at all? 
Anyway there were none. The Color 
Sergeants, who had never known such 
a thing to happen in their many years 
of service, did not want to mar the 
ceremony by calling out, so they start
ed to furl the colors as best they could 
when Colonel Johnston, first to notice 
something was amiss, ran up just in 
time to prevent a corner of Old Glory 
touching the ground, and he called to 
Capt. Mitchell, who had also been 
standing some distance away. The two 
officers then devotedly helped furl and 
caae the colors. 

The most enterprising member of 
the regiment is the barber of Co. H. 
We won't mention his name, so as not 
to make this a free advertisement, but 
his improvised shop deserves honor' 
able mention. It is located at the foot 
of the company street, and consists of 
a wall tent fly left behind by the 71st, 
and floored by lumber picked up here 
and there by the "boss . " There are two 
chairs, which he built himself. They 
have comfortable cushions (of canva1 

from discarded tentage, stuffed with 
fine hay) ' ti lting backs and adjustable 
cushioned headrests. Plane these chairs 
smooth, stain, varnish and re-upholster 
them, and they would do for Broadway 
of course there is a stand for the varl 
ous instruments of torture, which are 
almost of Gotham'grade and condition. 
Waiting customers can sit on a bench 
and read the Police Gazette, Life, 
Puck and Judge,1 same as in their home 
'towns. JFbe ofrfy thing laCjcing'i is the 
sound of 'a bootblack's "Shine , bossf" 
But there are plenty of muchachos run
ning around McAllen who'd jump at 
tne chance. 

General Rumor is out of the guard 
house once more. This time it is that 
the Twelfth, having made the best re
cord on the hike, won the admiration 
of the War Department and White 
House, which wi l l keep them on the 
Border longer than any other National 
Guard outfit. 
g An Edison phonograph of due tone 
and great carrying power has been 
bought by one of the officers, and now 
in the cool of the Texas evenings many 
of us can absorb good music, from live
ly ragtime to classic symphony move
ments. But be it known that the first 
to make use of a phonograph was Ser
geant James Connor, of Company G. 
He unpacked his little soundbox one 
or two days after we arrived at Mc
Allen, when we were still sleeping in 
our shelter tents. Old J im was always 
in the lead. 

' Sergeant Louis Goodman of t i n 
Headquarters Company is probably the 
only lawyer by profession among the 
enlisted men, and the trouble with him 
is that he lets you know it . Interpre
tations o f W. D. G. Os., international 
law, reasons why we're oa the Border 
and the correct " d o p e " on when we're 
going home flow as easily from Lou's 
well of oratory as did classical ora
tions from Demonsthenes' mouthful of 
pebbles.: ;:jsjiw/ 

We have a new Adjutant's office and 
it certainly is a pippin. No office in 
the Equitable Building or even at 23 
Wall has anything on it. The regi
mental carpenters made one fine job of 
it . In such an environment it is no 
wonder that the workers work l ike 1 

bees in a hive. The motto of the Ad 
jutant, Captain Zorn, is "Suaviter In 
modo, fortiter in r e . " 

Now we're going home tomorrow. 
Our cots arrived. M . F. B. 

cor—and eats—and heats—parboiled 
themselves in this Garden of Ed in. To 
pave tho way for aftereoming events— 
if ambulance companies may be so 
called. 

Trips to Hidalgo, Mission and Pharr 
were of daily occurence beside the 
routine at McAllen—not forgetting 
Brownsville and San Antonio, to make 
things easier. 

To us this seemed merely in the line 
of duty and not deserving of self laud
ation. 

Now boya be good—We all want to 
go home. 

Selah. 
Speaking of going home, said Bose 

to Leahy: "Say ( let's start a board
ing house down here." " W h y , " 
asked Leahy. " W h y ! to take care of 
the B-umours." Out of the mess hall 
with him, Boys! 

i Since the completion of our mess 
hall, the adoption of the Pasdos system 
of separate table service and the instal
lation of Dawson as head cook with 
Sassie as assistant, the boys are unani
mous in proclaiming a vast improve
ment in the mess. The meals are: 
better in quality and far more tastily 
served under the direction of Dawson; 
and his detail, consisting of Fasenfeld 
and Barry, are giving table service that 
rivals many a Broadway restaurant. 

Pvt. Clahan, who has spent a full 
month as detail on the motor ambul
ance train, reports an interesting, i f at 
times tryig, experience. The train has 
plied between McAllen, terlings Ranch 
ad Monte Cbristo in its transportation 
work. Calahan speaks highly of the 
treatment received at tne hands of both 
the Monte Christo and the Sterlings 
Ranch people, having been repeatedly 
the guest of Mr . Sterling himself. We 
are glad then to learn that there is | 
something in this talk of outhern bos-_| 
pitality after al l . 

In the course of the " 3 r d ' s . " trans-1 
portation work many reports of com 
in end.it ion have come in concerning the 
care exercised by individual Ambulance 
drivers when transporting a patient. 
Considering the oughness of Texas 
Highways and the heavy constuction 
necessay to make a field ambulan 
j ' t do its wok, It is much to the ded 
of the " S r d ' s . " corps of drivers, most
ly recruits from office and other in 
door work, that they have been able to 
do this work to the satisfaction and 
commendation of those entrusted to 
their care, not to mention work of a 
heavier nature on the escort wagons. 
The' " 3 r d ' a . " drivess are: Ambu-
lanecs—F. Sabater, Dclisie, Cronin, 
Haughey, McCarthy, Kehoe, W. Moore, 
Schaeffer, Smith, Sheriden, Ramsey and 
Tbeiso. Escort' "wagons — Downey, 
Archie Manning and R. Barrows. 

G r e g o r y & C a r d w e l l 
HARDWARE, McALLEN 

Look along the fence-rails, look 
on the farm wagon in McAllen, 
and you will see the name of Gre
gory & Cardwell. 

It means something for you to buy 
your hardware at the most firmly 
established hardware store in the 
Valley. We carry everything, big 
and little, and our quality is always 
right 

T H E 71ST A R R I V E S A T 
C A M P W H I T M A N 

The first of the "New York regiments 
to get home from Border duty, the 
Seven ty-first, arrived at Camp Whit
man September 11th and marched the 
mile or more to its new camp-site. 
Within an hour the regiment had the 
lines for the ,various ,company streets 
lai<v out; iwith ltUe knowledge t hut if 
paratyphoid,'; she disease which made 
its appearance at Mission, Tex., start
ed again, the troops period of quaran
tine would be indefinite. At present 
the regiment ia under military quaran
tine, that is, no one may pass between 
the lines of the camp, which by its po
sition is considered isolated by the 
army medical authorities. 

Although the regiment has been less 
than five days in a troop train, there 
had been no sickness to- speak of. Out 
of an almost perfect record of health, 
the regiment had one suspended para
typhoid case—that of James Reagan of 
Companv E . According to the regi
mental Surgeon, Reagan's conditions re 
vealed but few of the symptoms of 
paratyphoid shown by the three mem
bers of the regiment left at the regular 
army base hospital in San Antonio, 
and i t was hoped today that bis case 
had been misjudged in its relation to 
paratyphoid, as his condition was im
proved. 

Colonel William H . Page of the regu
lar army, in charge of the brigade base 
hospital, said that he considered the 
necessity for a quarantine for the Sev
enty-first only temporary, but the medi
cal examinations imposed on the Four
teenth Regiment, which is due at Camp 
Whitman within the next few days, 
would be more rigorous,, because, as far 
as is known the paratyphoid originated 
in the Fourteenth and the majority of 
cases had been reported from that regi
ment. 

Remember the name Gregory & 
Cardwell and drop into our big 
store on the west side of Main 
Street, McAllen. 

JW f c l P i l l t T a i f c l t s ^ e i W ^ |TJ 
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GROCERY 
ASKS YOU THIS QUESTION 

P R I V A T E K I D MCCOY TO B E CAPT. 
I N A V I A T I O N CORPS, U . S. A . 

3RD A M B U L A N C E CO. 
Tears are in our eyes—Tears not ot 

sorrow but of laughter. While the 
boys from the suburbs (all the other 
ambulance compauies) played around 
Camp Whitman—instructing each other 
—The men of the Third Ambulance 
Company thinking of nothing but suc-

Norman Selby, better known to the 
sporting fraternity of the world af> 
K i d McCoy is enjoying a thirty days' 
furlough from the 71st regiment, with 
whieh he enlisted when the first call 
was sounded for service on the Mexi
can border. 

Mr . and Mrs. Selby are touring in 
their eight-cylinder Cadillac automo 
bile and wi l l remain a ' few days in 
the Adirondack* before returning to 
New York. Mr. Selby has qualified 
for a commission in the aviation corps 
of the United States Army and is hope
ful that in the near future he wi l l re
ceive an appointment as captain in 
that branch of service. 

Why go out of town to buy Gro
ceries when we have everything 
needed for your commissary I Wet 
and dry groceries, vegetables can
ned goods, roods or a flavor. 

We have the cleanest store' in 
town, and the most convenient store 
for you to patronize. Gome here to 
trade. We appreciate it. 

THE GROCER WHO SELLS FOR LESS 

A . P. H A L L i 
M c A L L E N - - - TEXAS \ 

* 

We Want Your Business On 
Rubber Boots, Lace Boots, Regulation Shoes, Pajamas, Sheets and 
Pillow Cases, Oi l Cloths, Mosquito Netting, Shirts. Underwear, 
Wool Sox, Black Neck Ties, Handkerchiefs, Coat Hangers, Towels 
and toweling. 

Z A C H R Y & C A W T H O N 
McAllen, Texas 

PRIVATE HOOCH, The Only Plattsburgh Rookie on the Border By Dreher 
optic tR. on. no 
H E FOR. 
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T H E RIO G R A N D E R A T T L E R 

News Sent in by Our Division Units 
7 T H INFANTRY. i But i f there comes a day—and who 

can Bay that it is far distant?—when 
Carjyle defines genius as the capacity the order i s given to cross the sullen 

of taking infinite pains. I f you sub 
cribe to the truth of this definition— 
nd who is there to gainsay the worthy 
•cot .*—then you must concede that thu 

7th Infantry possesses in a large meas
ure the quality of genius for the pains 
that they have taken, cheerfully and 
uncomplainingly, have been indeed i n 
finite in number and variety. 

After doing more than its share of 
ditch-digging, road building and other 
utilitarian tasks appertaining to the 

, military community at large the 7th 
assiduously applied itself to the con* 
struction of its own mess-shacks, show
er-baths, and other necessary struc
tures. The Great Hike occurred be
tween times and on the record made 
during those ten eventful days the 
Grey Jackets are will ing to stand. 
"What field work, combat exercises and 
maneuvering that have been done, 
were performed with that fire and 
spirit of dogged determination that has 

• always characterized the regiment. 
The charge has been made in certain 

quarters that the 7th wants to go home 
so badly that it can think or talk of 
little else. Without questioning' or im
pugning the motives of those who de
scribe the men in the 7th as "home-

; sick bluestockings' * let us dispassion
ately consider the indictment. Per
haps we might win grudging praist 
from these critics by hotly denying the 
base insinuation but that would be sub
reption, pure and simple. Is the 7th 
homesick? Does it want to get back 
home as soon as possible f The an
swer to both of these questions is 
" y e s " aud we state the affirmative 
both emphatically and proudly. The 
7th wants to return to its armory. It 
pleads guilty to the indictment of 
"homesickness" on nil counts. You 
gentlemen in high authority, to whom 
we have sworn faithful obedience, 
shocked though you may be at the dis
closure of such an "unsoldierly " trait, 
must at least admit that frankness is 
also a militant virtue. Every man in 
the 7th is honest in his nostalgia and 
neither needs or wishes to assume a 
false air of braggadocio to cover the 
fateful fact that " N e w York would 
sure look good to h i m . " 

We wouldn *t give a V i l l a peso for i 
the soldier who is never homesick and 
who boasts of the absence of frequent 
tugs at his heartstrings during the 
weary hours in eamp and on the field. 
The man who loudly proclaims that 
he doesn't want to go home must in
deed be lacking either in the finer sen
sibilities or in a home to which one 
might naturally long to return. Say 
what you like about the Grey Jackets, 
but never say that they are not long-
ing for the home and friends'they left 
behind when they answered their 
country's cal l . And do you think, M r . 
High Officer, that they are any the 
less true and faithful nephews of 
Uncle. Sam^ because of this yearning? 

waters that flow between us and out 
troublesome neighbors, the 7th N . Y . 
Infantry wil l lead the way and though 
ft carry its homesickness onto many 
battlefields, i t wi l l fight none the less 
courageously and wi l l do its share to 
bring the dreaded conflict to a speedy 
aud victorious conclusion, so that it 
may sooner return to the dearly loved 
home. It will follow its leaders un
falteringly, and intelligently, with no 
word of reproach or regret. It wi l l do 
its ful l duty both bravely and wisely. 
Yes, the 7th is homesick and wants 
to go home. 

The regiment's famous motto ' 'Pro | 
Patria et G l o r i a " is more than an | 
empty, euphonious phrase—it is the 
living, breathing profession of faith 
of every officer and enlisted man who 
proudly bears the name of American 
Citizen and member of the 7th N . Y . 
Infantry. It is the succinctly stated his
tory of the Seventh's noble past as well 
as the promise of a glorious future. 
We are happy in the knowledge that 
no regiment could do more to uphold 
the reputation of the National Guard 
of the United States and make it more 
worthy to be considered a part of the 
country *s first line of defense. 

H . I. Y . 

is a member. 
Officers now in the Engineer camp 

have this week had the big pyramidal 
tents replaced by tropical A touts, 
which are much more convenient, sight
ly and comfortable. 

The canteen has been moved from 
the two tents in the middle of tbe road 
into a regular place—former B. Co.'s 
moss shack—where ice cream tables, 

etc. are provided. Sixteen cabaret 
girls have been ordered from the White 
Light District, and it is even money 
whether they will mitigate or add to 
the horrors of war. 

4TH A M B U L A N C E 0 0 . 
After reading the last two issues ot 

The RATTLER, the 4th Ambulance Co., ot 
Syracuse, has by unanimous consent 
adopted the following as their designa
tion: " T h e Mellin's Food Baby—Ad
vertised by its saving f r iends ! " 

22ND E N G I N E E R S . 

Company C, Lieut. Palmer command
ing, returned this week from L a 
Gloria, where they installed a gasoline 
driven - pump, and galvanized iron 
water tank, and repaired the windmill 
and put it in commission again. The 
return journey was made in one single 
night march, the distance being twenty 
one miles. The start was made at 6 p, 
in. and only one rest was made, at Mis
sion. Tbe company arrived in camp 
at 2 a. m. in perfect condition and 
everyone happy. 

Company A , Capt. Boss commanding, 
returned this week from the " hike-
way " Y o r t h from Mission, having been 
away nearly a week repairing roads, 
bridges and culverts. Camp was moved 
every day, and pioneer work carried 
on each side of camp. The tr ip was 
perfect, and the company came back 
well and happy. 

Lieut. Barbour got a nasty fa l l from 
a horse last week, and has his right 
knee dislocated. It is recovering 
rapidly, thanks to Doc Goldstein and 
continuous ice packs, but even at that 
it can't keep up with a marathon in 
profanity he has been doing since the 
fal l . It is an epic in prophylactic hex
ameter. He wil l start the end of the 
week on a fifteen-day leave to visit 
the-large'• mining operations in 'Arizona. 
In company with the American Insti
tute of Mining Engineers of which he 

2ND F I E L D A R T I L L E R Y 
The scouts of the Second Field ha 

been undergoing some strenuous exer
cise of late and have covered many 
miles of Texas in their work. Both 
battalions have been laying out artil
lery plans and plots and making maps 
of the country all about McAllen, from 
Edinburg to Hidalgo, which is the work 
preparatory to the entrance of artillery 
into an enemy territory. The drills 
have been continuous for the past week 
and now every square foot of ground 
from Edinburg to Mission, from Mis 
sion to Hidalgo has been plotted out 
with screens for batteries, sketches of 
roads, watering places, firing positions, 
placement of observation and signal 
towers all mapped, accurately detailing 
every vantage of ground, and showing 

definitely that the territory could be 
easily used for artillery purposes in 
covering infantry along the Rio Grande. 
From a point South-west of the camp' 
and south of Sharyland, a distance ot. 
some three miles along the river could 
be covered by artillery fire, and with 
a brigade, thousands of men, infantry 
and cavalry could be protected while 
advancing upon a Mexican position on 
or near the RIO Grande in this section. 

Under Major Dewitt C. Weld, lately 
made commander of the first battalion 
and his adjutant Lieutenant John D. 
Butt, Battalion sergeant-major Walter 
A . Stover and his men scoured the coun
try-side to make these plans. His 
scouts are: Scout sergeant Clement 
Kreuder, Signal Corporal John Korten, 
Corporals Charles Taylor, Frank Taylor 
Harold Koster, Privates James Barclay, 
James Hartingen, and William Bush-
ni'II. Major James Richardson and his 
adjutant Captain Robert W. Marshall, 
led his men on the same quest. They 
are Sergeant Major Hocman, Signal 
Corporal Edward J . McGrath, range 
finder Frank Criia, Scout Corporals 
Clarence Boyce, Thomas Hand, Ser
geant Hans Paeprer and Privates Frank 
Bolzner, Harold Berman, Budd Howe, 
and Signal private Frederick Eberle. 

General Rumor stil l lives and 
laughs, and at the present time he is 
laughing very heartily at the boys of 
the 2nd Field. Incidentally his mis 
chief malting includes this time a little 
piece of pleasure at the expense of 
a certain battery commander, who, in
nocently enough, walked right straight 
into the jaws of that aged but spright
ly old goutlmnau', the General.^,Yes, the 
General is most certainly alive and ac
tive, and rightly claims seniority of 

Ask Your Gommissary for 

Vew P o s t Toast ies 

true corn 
splendid 

These delicious new flakes, with their wonderful, 
flavor, afford a delightful change from regular rations—a 
food for hot border weather. 

Put, up in moisture and 'insect-proof, wax-sealed cartons, 
New Post Toasties are smacking good eaten direct from the 
package--usually served with cream or milk 

Tomorrow's Good Breakfast 

service, and superiority in generalship 
in the field, for this time his coup is 
undeniably excellent, and it was so 
skillfully worked out that the whole 
regiment, with the exception of a few 
officers who know the details of this 
story, still jabbered aimlessly and 
bliudly about a false but attractive 
report for a week. 

Who wouldn't have been caught? 
Who wouldn't have fallen for the gag? 
If the Quartermaster Captain of* your 
regiment goes away on business, what 
more natural than that he should be 
going to Camp Whitman or to Van 
Cortland in order to lay out a camp
site for your regiment's returning? 
Who wouldn't believe it? And who 
Wouldn't argue manfully and with 
much acrimony over such an important 
point as whether it was Whitman or 
Van CortlBrntlt How many, many rea
sons there are which prove beyond a 
doubt that the demoblization camp 
must—simply must—be Whitman! Ana 
oh, how many arguments there are to 
prove that Van Cortland Park must— 
simply must—be the place for that 
crowning feature of this cactus cut
ting raid into Texas. Of course those 
mighty, philosophical gentlemen who I 
talk so quietly and impressively with 
the dark wisdom of ages in the! 
tongues, are always on hand to- quell 
the excitement of the arguments by 
reminding their brothers that it really 
Bakes but little difference which camp 
is selected as long as there is one se
lected. Yet meanwhile in the day-
time, when the sun blazes angrily away 
and at night when the moon smiles 
sweetly down little groups of peeked 
hits nod energetically at each other to 
a tune which might be called "Demob-
lizationj" or, " S o You're Going Home 
to Stay , " and the departure of Quart
ermaster Captain Louis* Kuntz for 
cither Whitman or Van Cortland al
ways forms an important theme for 
such deliberations. 

Now, when the Captain left McAllen, 
it so happened that he was in a great 
harry. Captain Kuntz is always in a 
hurry, apparently, and that may ac
count for the tremendous amount ot 
Improvement in the way of regimental 
storage accommodation that-has taken 
place within the past few weeks. But 
ou this day he was in an exceptionally 
great hurry. (Not so terribly strange, 
after al l , considering the fact that, he 
wns leaving Texas.) And at the sta. 
tion he met a friend, a very old friend, 
in the person of Capt. Wilbur T. 
Wright, who, it so happened, was just 
returning from a 30-day furlough. 

"Where are you going, Louis?" ask
ed Capt. Wright. 

Now that question is quite important 
to the welfare of this yarn and must 
be dwelt upon to some extent. Where 
was. Capt. Kuntz going? Being in a 
great, great hurry, he might have been 
tempted to answer with a mere 
* 'Home.' ' Or he might have said " T o 
Whitman; " or he might have said " T o 
f a n Cortland P a r k ; " or he might have 
Said " O n Furlough;" or it might even 
be that he could have, been so brief me 
to pass his old, old friend with a ptii<* 
But the mind works quickly, very 
quid; Jy—sometimes. 

Here was the Captain's old friend 
asking him where he was going, and 
here was the Captain bustling his 
trunks on board the Santa Fe with one 
minute to spare. One minute is not an 
extensive period of time, particularly 
when a man in order to be truthful, has 
of necessity to make a long explana
tion. 

It seems that Capt Kuntz, who is a 
New York builder, had some business 
difficulties that required his immediate 
attention—a deal on a% house or some
thing of that sort, something that 
could not be explained without a lot 
of detail. The explanation would moss 
certainly have taken more than a min
ute, more than fifteen minutes in fact, 
had the Captain been able to take the 
time to acquaint his old, old friend 
with the truth. But, of course, he 
didn't have the time and had to an-
wer 'that important question as briefly 
as possible. 

Now another clement, a psychological 
element, crept into the answer to that 
question. Where was Captain Kuntz 
going? His dear old friend, Captain 
Wright wanted to know, no one elst 
could have any answer at all, more than 
ikely. Aud the mind works quickly, 
h how quickly,—sometimes. Captain 
kiintz considered, in that flashing mo-
loi)t, considered something else, prob-
bly. He couldn't give an adequate 
nswer telling the truth but he had to 
ay something. Captain Wright was 
is old friend. The two had exchanged 
lany, many quips, and repartee of a 

junior sort had made their meeting** 
pleasant. In fact, Captain Wright had 
"put over" quite a few since the com
ing to Texas and their friendship had 
been brightened with stinging flashes, 
of wit, tne hammers with which good 
friends weld their friendship tighter. 
Captain Kuntz's business trouble would 
have made a dry subject for an answer. 
The fact that Captain Wright had come 
all the way' back to Texas after a 
thirty-day furlough was much more in
teresting. And the fact that Captain 
Kuntz was just starting East when his 
friend arrived West was Indeed inter
esting. Further, perhaps Captain Kuntz 
believed that Captain Wright would 
have preferred to stay in New York 
to coming back—particularly when i t 
lind began to look as thongh the whob 
livision would be home soon. 

" Where are you going,. Louis? " 
"Going to lay out a camp for de 

nobilization" was the Captain's ans1 

ver, and he jumped aboard the East 
•ound, trunks and all, and sailed away 

leaving a puzzled friend behind. 

A l i ! Were you there, old General Ru
mor? Did you hear the Captain's ans
wer? Ah, yes! You were there. You 
overheard what he said. He was going 
to lay out a camp for demobilization. 
How interesting it must have been for 
you to hear it , General. 

So now i t can be sworn to that the 
Captain's trunks were marked "Green-
haven" which is the station you get off 
at when you go to Whitman. Now it 
iau be sworn to that the regiment will 
lemobilize as soon as Captain Kuntz 
'eturns. Now it can be sworn to that I 
;he regiment w i l l , demobilize at Van j 

Cortland Park, because it was mustered 
in at that place. Wil l it be Whitman 
or Van Cortland? Oh, but, list to the 
words of the wise ones and you wil l 
not care whether i t be Whitman or 
Van Cortland, for really the place makes 
little difference. General Rumor cares 
not which place is appointed. Credit 
to you, General) all credit to you. You 
are a snake that winds in and around 
thousands of dusty brown streets, you 
are the hot wind that fevers thousands 
of brown brows. 

23RD I N F A N T R Y 
An interesting event took place in 

the mess shelter of Company G., Brook
lyn City Guard, 23rd N. Y. Infantry at 
Pharr, Texas, ou the evening of Sep
tember 13th., when Major John E . $aw-
yer,' former Captain of the company, 
was tendered a dinner and presented 
with a diamond ring by the members 
in honor ot his promotion. 

command of the detachment and Ser
geant Andrew AV. Nixon was next in 
command.Sergeant. Irving M . L . John
son had charge of the litter bearer de
tachment. 

The 2nd, 3rd, 7th, 12th, 14th, 23rd, 
71st and 74th regiments were looked 
after by his.detachment. 

Nothing new has been heard about 
going home but the boys keep amused 
with new (?) rumors every day. As 
in the other outfits "do you know 
what I heard?" is a by-word in tho 
Second Ambulance Company. Sergeant 
Harry H . Gunn has been voted "Chief 
Rumor Peddler." He has a brand new . 
one every day. 

Private Walter E. Hinnard is learn* 
ing new .wrinkles about mules every 
day. The other day while grooming: 
one mule the other mule ate the tail 
off of his O. D. shirt. It is a good way 
to keep a mule quiet and contented but 
comes expensive at $2.38 per shirt. 

Lance Corporal Bernard T. Flannery 
who when with the company is in charge 
of tent nine has been detailed for duty 
at Division Headquarters. 

The men miss their .Corporal who has 
been dubbed " R a b b i " by the men ia 
the company. 

Lance Corporal " D o c " Cameron is 
now in charge of tent ft*. Private (1st 
class) Stewart Brown is also detailed 
to Headquarters and Kis smiling face, 
is missed by "al l . E . M . C*;- •-, 

Col. Norton, 23rd Infy. 
First Lieutenant Penton acted as 

chairman and in a few well chosen 
words told the object of the gathering. 
He spoke very highly of the new Ma
jor, how he had through thirty years 
of association found him a tried and 
true friend. 

Colonel Norton spoke briefly telling 
what great pleasure it gave him in 
recommending Major Sawyer for pro
motion also announcing that Lieut. 
Penton would be made Captain and 
Lieut. Boyce would be 1st Lieut, this 
being in line with the policy laid down 
by him of raising the officers from.the 
company itself where their work war
ranted promotion. 

presentation speech, was ., made 
Chaplain, Dr. Cadmnn who ex-

TIK 
by iht 

ENGINEERS R E P E L NIGHT 
ATTACK, 

In the field to the west of the E n 
gineer camp a line of complete fire 
trenches have been dug and protected: 
in front by barb wire entanglements 
and flares. These flares were arranged 
to be set, off by trigger wires across 
the front of the field of. fire, either 
by coming in contact with the wires 
or by cutting them. 

Last Wednesday night .the enemy 
encountered the wires and the flares 
going off revealed an advancing party 
making an endeavor to cut the en
tanglements. The men in the trenches! 
quickly opened fire and star bombs? 
were shot. up, which made the field 
of fire light as day. These bombs are 
shot from pieces of four- and six-inch 
pipe, planted in the ground at proper; 
angles. They explode in the air and 
burn a strong white- light, which is 
suspended by two small parachutes. 

Major General O'Ryan and staff 
witnessed the exhibition from behind 
the firing line. 

Capt. Lane, Adjutant 2nd Battalion;-
commanded the attacking party, and 
Capt. Robinson, topographical officer 
commanded the trench party. 

FROM THE MESS SERGEANTS 
: M A N U A L 

With Apologies. 

ips the results to be t 
rd and faithful work. 
Major Sawyer then thank 

in a few words being too overcome by 
emotion to say much. 

The other speakers of the evening 
were Major Kevin and Major Blanton. 

Tbe appointment of Major Sawyer 
gives Co. G., the honor of having two 
former Captains promoted to Field Of
ficers as Major Blanton now senior 
Major preceded Major Sawyer as Cap
tain of tbe Company. 

The old B. C. G. spirit was very much 
in evidence all through the evening, 
the remarks of each speaker being j 
greeted by the old familiar yell of j 
Hurrah, Hurrah) Hunrah, tiger, rah-rah 
rah, B. C. G. 23. Sis-boom-bah 

The guests included Colonel Norton, 
Major Blanton, Major Addison, Major 
Sawyer, Major Kevin, Dr. Cadman- and 
Lieut. Long, Adjutant of the Second 
Battalion, also a former G. man, and all 
men who had been members of Co; G. 
and had been transferred to other com
panies. W. C P . ' 

Now that the big hike is over, 
the boys of Co. A. , are becoming once 
more accustomed to the daily routine 
of camp life and the familiar voice^of 

General Rumor" is once more ring
ing in our ears and giving us abundant 
material for one "Rumor Book in 
which we are about to make our 999,-
97S entry. 

But coming back to the hike, we, 
(Co. A.) were certainly there as the 
saying goes, the boys went through the 
.hardships of the daily marches as i f 
they were strolling arm in arm with 
their sweetheart along Bedford Ave., 
and the spirit of Co. A handed down 
to us by our veterans prevailed, from 
the time " T h e General" was blown 
until Taps sounded, and the result was, 
the unsurpassed record of not losing a 
man through the entire march. 

Who was the fellow in the 5th squad 
who left his pack behind at the first 
resting place on the march to Edinburg 
Now all you fellows need not point in 
the direction of McGuigan. 

Pvt. Jim " B a l d y " Mason, the cham
pion letter writer of the Co., was re
cently seen in very.pensive mood, by 
his bunky, Pvt. Mullady during a brief 
halt on the march to Edinburg, " M u l l ' 
being of the inquisitive kind inquired 
,why the silence Jim? " the reply was 
this. I 'ye been doing a little figuring 
Tom, and I've found out that I am 
being paid by the Government, sixty 
cents per day and I write ou an aver
age of 40 letters per diem, now 40 two • 
cent stamps figures eighty cents, that 
ia twenty cents over my daily wages, 
what I want to know is "where do I 
come in to get rich? R.' McG. 

*n ot the"! That's been,censored of ptomai 
leved by j jm a hogshead* full of water, 

With some broken hardtack, too 
the men T n e n v o u b o i l i t an together, 

Aud behold—Hidalgo stew. 

It was New Year's oh the Border, ' 
And the camp was glad and gay; • 

Having ice cream soda parties 
On McAllen's gay white way. 

Each heart beat strong with pleasure, 
"And hopes soared \ high and bright 

That turkey dinners would be served 
Ere taps that New Year's night. 

But the old mess sergeant pondereq 
As he cheeked his ration list, 

And he called his cooks about him , 
As he whispered softly, " H i s t " 

"We've got to put up some surprise— 
We've got to knock them dead, 

Today is merry New Year," 
The old mess sergeant said. 

That night the men who'd left their 
homes 

To answer country's need, 
Lined tip expectant in the street 

To follow mess call's lead. 

And as they reached the feeding place. 
With gladness in their eyes, 

The army spirit reigned supreme^ 
They got their great surprise. 

For as they filed back, one by one 
To eat their humble chuck," 

The welkin rang with yule time cries. 
Oh, bow they blessed their luck. 

Dear reader, take just once with mcy a 
glance behind the screens-

Did they get turkey dinner? 
Like H , twas tea and beans. ' 

CHEER UP NOTES 
It is estimated that 1,214,167 nails 

were driven in the new mess-shacks, 
ware-houses and officers quarters - in 
McAllen last week. Looks as i f some
body didn't expect to go home for a 
while yet I 

On account of the increased cost of 
living, the ration allowance for th% 
month has been increased from -'28 
cents to 29.37 cents per man per day. 
You can still have your second helping 
of "Canned Wi l l i e " and prunes with
out robbing the Government, 

2ND A M B U L A N C E CO. 
The Second Ambulance Company is 

again, together at their" headquarters 
in Pharr. 

The detachment at Edinburg was 
duty nt Edinburg for the past two 
weeks has returned and the three am
bulances detailed with the 3rd, 23rd 
and 74th Infantry have all returned. 

The detachment at Edinburb was 
highly commended by General of Divi-
" in officers. 

Lieut. Alfred F. Cassebeer was i n | 

" G I V E M E S I L V E R . " 
Remember the first time you bal

anced a silver cart wheel iu your palm 
and felt like a discus thrower? Well, 
you 're getting" used to silver money 
now, and probably yon like it*. 

Mr. R. E. Horn, cashier of the First 
State Bank of McAllen says that many 
men actually ask for silver money in 
preference to paper. " I t doesn't sweat 
-up and stick together," they explain, 
"and besides^ you know you've got 
i t . " 

That's all right, Mr. Horn. But when 
the Federal paymaster hands us that 
old back pay that's coming to us, don't 
let him put it all in silver. The hos
pitals are full enough as it is. 

Sentry (to MeDougal, returning from 
wedding festivities): Pass, friend, all 's 
well. 

MeDougal; 'Thank ye, laddie. But 
ye dinna ken the guid wife or ye would 
na ' be so sure.—London Opinion. 
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F U N S T O N ! 

One of our leading statesmen has said : " I don't want men who 
are habitually unlucky, because i n such cases ' u n l u c k y ' and ' i n 
competence' are synonyms, " The converse ia likewise true and 
w<5 have one general officer whose habitual and chronic luck spells 
A B L E in capital letters. General Frederick Funston has been there 
with the " Insurrectos " in Cuba, against the " Insurrectos " in the 
Philippines, during the San Francisco fire, at V e r a Cruz, and lastly 
under a tremendous load of responsibilities, has handled a most 
delicate international situation skillfully and successfully. 

"We understand young M r . Funston was once rejected by the 71st 
N . Y . Infantry because he did not measure up to physical standards. 
A l l we can say is " N o w look at h i m . " We had hoped to see General 
Funston down here; he would have received a hearty welcome 
throughout the length and breadth of the Division, but we realize 
how difficult it has been to get away from one of the biggest military 
jobs since the C i v i l "War. 

The Rattler coils to attention and salutes General Funston with all 
five of its rattles 1 

H O M E ! 

There is but one source from which an order returning the troops 
of the New Y o r k Division to their home station can come. That 
source is the W a r Department at Washington. N o one here has been 
consulted, no advice on the subject has been asked for and none vol
unteered. This is as it should be, for we are soldiers. 

The Guard has seen three full months of active duty—an interval 
of time that.was prescribed as the ful l enlistment period of the North
ern soldiers at the-beginning of the Civi l W a r . 

Both officers and men have brought to the performance of their 
work a zeal, "resourcefullness and intelligent application that have 
resulted in big accomplishments. That is the verdict of distinguished 
expert !^ The fame intelligence which has so actively guided the 

•<Juard»man "s work, is almost unavoidably employed in determining 
.the need of his further stay on the Border.' \ Not in the spirit of criti
cism or disloyalty does his mind work, but, as he has an operating 
miner? :it operates. 

For. example, he understands that reasons other than those men
tioned - i n the'press may have contributed to the decision, to mobilize 
the Guard . He understands that the same reasons may' dictate a 
partial demobilization only, at the present time. H e does not question 
the Government's decisions in matters of policy. But his active 
mind working with an intimate knowledge of the many circum
stances affecting him and his organization is- continously asking the 
question, why not a partial demobilization conducted in a manner 
to give the Government the greatest efficiency from units designated 
to remain,' with the least inconvenience to the soldiers who have al 
ready made so many sacrifices in supporting the policies of their 
Government ? 

W h y for example is not the transfer of men authorized to be made 
to and from units designated to return? If the 100th Infantry is de
signated to return to New York , why should not the men of that regi
ment desiring to continue in active service be transferred to units to 
remain, while men having substantial reasons for returning, be trans
ferred from such units to the regiments under orders to return. 

A t least this might be done to the extent of a " m a n for m a n " trans
fer. T o accept the transfer of men whose homes are not at the regi
mental station should not involve difficulties for the returning regi
ment, because upon arrival at home station, such men could be placed 
on detached service for regular drills at their town armories. Upon 
return of a regiment from the Border its old men could be transferred 
back. 

This method would give relief to many men whose absence from 
home, due to special circumstances, is a continuing hardship at this 
time. It would leave the Array on the Border largely evacuated of 
men whose active minds are dwelling on the circumstances which 
plead for their return—circumstances which through no fault of 
theirs they cannot control. 

In conclusion The Rattler acknowledges its faith in the judgment 
of Uncle Sam and pays its compliments to his loyal and obedient 
soldiers—and to their active, intelligent minds, which make them so 
efficient i n service, so resourceful i n action, and so generous and 
reasonable under trying circumstances. 

PERSONALS ATHLETICS 

certain insignia, even i f the heavens 
fa l l . We applaud his enterprise even i f 
we are somewhat pessimistic as to its 
accomplish in en t. 

Our companion in arms, Major Ed* I Plans are being completed for the 
ward Olmsted, Assistant Chief of Staff, Frontier day on the parade ground at 

determined to settle the question of j Headquarters, Saturday, September 30. 
The entries are coming in fast and a 
day of real sport is assured. In con
junction with bronco busting and horse 
racing there wi l l he a modified track 
meet which w i l l include a 100 yard 
dash, half mile and a mile and a half 
and a one mile relay race open to. any 
troop or company in the New York 
Division. The field events w i l l con
sist of high jump, broad jump, shot put, 
tug of war and wall scaling.- These 
events are open to any men in the D i 
vision and entries should be forwarded 
to the athletic committee as soon as 
possible. A picked team from the 1st. 
Cavalry and Squadron A wi l l play the 
3rd. Regiment, regular Army, a short 
game or polo. This wi l l be one of the 
Biggest days for the encampment and 
wi l l continue into the evening when a 
good program of fights and vaudeville 
wi l l be given. 

Colonel Andrews has threatened us 
with isolation. We hope he thinks bet
ter of- it before this edition is circulat
ed, otherwise he w i l l miss a l l those pre
cious pearls of wisdom which make The 
Rattler sparkle like the billows of a 
summer sea. 

With the dedication of the mess hall 
and the installing of tropical plants, 
the Prado Bandholtz, at Division Head
quarters, wi l l be opened' to the public. 
How long the occupants of the villas 
on each side of the proposed garden of 
palms wil l , be in occupation is extreme
ly problematical, as a matter of fact i t 
would be hard to procure a lease for 
over a month from any of the tenants. 

Lieut. Col. J . M . Wainwright of the 
Inspector General's Department, N . G., 
N . Y . , who has been at Division Head
quarters about two months represent
ing Governor Whitman, has returned 
to New York City. He enjoyed many 
of the hikes with tho various organiza
tions and was delighted with his ser
vice with the New York troops.' 

Colonel James M . Andrews ,of the 
2nd. Infantry and some of his staff of
ficers enjoyed dinner at Division Head
quarters Satuiday evening after which 
the ' ' peerless'' 2nd. Infantry Band 
gave a delightful concert at our open 
air theatre. 

Major J . M . Hutchinson of the 71st. 
Infantry did not return north with his 
regiment but has been attached to Div i 
sion Headquarters, as Act ing Engineer 
Officer. 

Lieut. Elwood Groesbeck of Co. I , 
2nd. Infantry, who lias been i l l in the 
hospital a few days, has returned to 
duty. 

Major Wil l iam E . Welsh of the U . S. 
Infantry, who has been one of the In
structor-Inspectors with the New York 
National Guard the past two years, has 
been appointed Lieut. Colonel of the 
23rd. Infantry and has joined that 
regiment at Pharr. He came from San 
Francisco whore he had been on Spe
cial duty. We are glad to welcome him 
back to the New York Division. 

Major Walter G. Robinson of the 2nd 
Infantry, who has been very i l l with 
paratyphoid, is improving. He is at 
the Base Hospital at San Antonio. 

Captain Felix A . Donnelly, Adjutant 
of the 69th. Infantry, has been granted 
a leave of absence and has gone to New 
York City. 

Chaplain S. Partes Cadman and Ma
jor John R. K e v i n of the 23rd. Infantry 
have been granted one month's leave 
of absence, begginning September 18th. 

1st.' Lieut. Eugene F . Connolly, Med
ical Corps, is relieved from duty with 
the 2nd. Infantry and assigned tempor
arily to duty at the Canip ;-Hospital. 

Lieut. R. D. Dumont, Aide to Com
manding General 3rd. Brigade, has been 
granted a month's leave of absence. 

The Soldier's "If" 
(By " M i k e " K i p l i n g Driscoll, Troop D, 1st New York Cavalry.) 

your gun and< 

?iece of bur-

I f you can wake at f ive bells in the I f you have polishe 
morning, pistol 

And groping round can find your own T i l l both shine l ik 
old shoes, nished steel, 

And^ as you slip them on start smiling, And then instead of having an i n -
know you'd spection 

The first lieutenant gives you a long 
While all the time you 

rather snooze; 

I f you can grab your curry combs 
and brushes, 

And reach the picket line upon a run, 

spiel; 

And i f some day by chance your gun is. 
dirty 

And in the darkness, half asleep, can And the only one that's looked at on 
groom your horses, 

Yet make believe you're having lots 
of fun: . 

I f you can wash in water that's a l l 
muddy, 

Which you don't know because of lack 
of light, 

And feel your face is all aglow and 
ruddy -

While your neck and ears are really 
such a sight; 

I f you can take your mess tins to the 
cook shack, 

And gulp down greasy spuds and old 
corned beef, 

And at the table keep the boys all 
smiling 

White all the time you're feeling half 
asleep ; 

I f you can hear your name called for 
some detail, 

F i l l your canteen and start out on 
your way, 

To hustle bags of oats and clean up 
picket lines 

A n d st i l l be glad you're getting f i f ty 
cents a day; 

I f in the afternoon you start a-naping, 
When the flies begin to buzz around, 

don't curse. 

the line, 
Don 't say " G e e ! but I ' m unlucky , " 
Just say, " I ' l l fool them the next 

t i m e , " 

And i f you've counted on a lot of' 
moonlight 

And at eight or nine i t starts to rain, 
to rain, 

Remember that the rain w i l l make-
things cooler, 

Don't say, " T h e weather here gives 
me a p a i n . " ' 

And as yon hustle out to f ix your tent 
flaps, 

You 're soaking wet and chilled through 
to the bone; 

And the old Gul f breeze just tries to 
make you shiver, 

Don't say, " O h , Lord , Twish that I was* 
home.' ' 

As you lay on your cot, the day's: 
work over, 

A n d Taps comes sounding through the' 
cool night air, 

Be happy that you 're f i t to serve your 
country, 

And contented as you say your evening-
prayer. 

I f you can do all this and st i l l be 
jn ' t curse. merry, 

Just start to brush, and keep right And from this l i f t just get a bit of joy, 
on brushing When you go home o where you ' l l all ' 

And remember that they might be ten be welcome, 
times worse. Y o u ' l l then know that you're a soldier,. 

boy. 

The Incinerator 
Dame Rumor, that scandalous, facile 

tongued sister of Mrs. Grundy, has 
woiked her havoc among the boys in 
drab these past few months but of 

Captain Chas J . Dieges of the 22nd. I -ate she has been unusually agile in her 
Regiment Engineers, the well-known steps, managing to cover the distance 
time keeper at athletic meets, is home t between Division Headquarters and the 
on a two weeks .leave of absence. 2nd Field Arti l lery in ton flat. A s 

Captain J . J . Daly of the 22nd. Regt. 
of Engineers is on leave of absence and 
has gone to California on business. 

Lieut. S. ' F . Weaver and Lieut. C. R. 
Baines of the 12th. Infantry have been 
granted leaves of absence of one 
month. 

Captain Rupert Hughes of the 69th., 
the celebrated author, has been granted 
a fifteen days leave of absence and 
has returned to New York City. 

Lieut. Thomas E , Hitchcock , 1st. 
Field Art i l lery , has been granted a 
month's leave of absence, commencing 
today. 

Lieut. Phi l l ip B. Weed of the 1st, 
Field Arti l lery wi l l go on a fifteen day 
leave of absence September 30. 

' ' Char l ie ' ' was quite put out the other 
day while walking through Park Row 
when a street vendor almost insisted 
on his purchasingi a copy of " H o w to 
Become an American C i t i z e n " . 

• A good card of fights was conducted 
at the 1st. F ie ld Art i l lerv arena Tues
day night. Jacques of the 1st, Fie ld 
forced Uohcn of the 12th. to stop in the 
third round' b i ' : t ' six found bout: Ser
geant AndersoV won over Mil ler of the 
5th. Regiment, IT. S. Regulars. The 
main bout was between ' 1 Sa i l o r ' ' Bur-
man and Private Williams, champion of 
the Army and Navy in his -class, in .a 
10 round go for a purse of $150. Bur-
man was awarded the fight and forced 
most of - the fighting throughout the 
ten rounds. 

C Troop defeated I Troop by a score 
of 7 to 6 in the 1st. Cavalry baseball 
league. This leaves C and F to fight 
it out for the troop championship. A 
victory for F wil l put the three squad
ron winners in a triple tie, while a vic
tory for C clinches the pennant for the 
latter troop. 

As yet we have not heard of the chal
lenge Squadron A has issued to the 1st. 
Cavalry for that game of foot ball . 

Captain Clarence J . Walker, 23rd. In
fantry, has been granted a month's 
leave of absence from September 15th. 

Lieut. John .G Goetz, 2nd. Infantry, 
has been detailed to duty with the D i 
vision Quartermaster at McAllen. 

Captain Joseph C. Fogarty of t he 
69th Infantry has been granted a 
month's leave of absence from' Septem
ber 15th. 

' * W A T C H Y O U R S T E P ! " 
A recent news dispatch from E l Paso states that from the seat of a 

wagon Francisco V i l l a addressed the population of Satevo, Chihua
hua, after his forces captured the town about three weeks ago. 

" Y o u see before you Pancho Vi l la , the bandit. But you also see 
that I am paying my soldiers in silver. Y o u saw that neither the 
gringos nor the Carrancistas could catch me, even when I was i l l . 
The gringos are harder fighters than the Carrancistas, but I bear 
them no animosity." 

A s a bandit, Pancho, we like y o u ; you are more interesting and 
amusing and have more pf the tinsel and glamor of a circus side show 
than any one we can think of excepting perhaps Geronimo, Aguinal-
do, Felizardo and other gentlemen of their class, who have played 
with us. . ,. 

Ordinarily we are not adverse to hearing your eloquence, and it is 
only when, you approach., wearing masks of admiration for us that we 
have, misgivings.. 

Pancho, the glamor of your personality will not daze—nor your 
clap-trap oratory lead us from our original inclinations regarding 
your finish. Our natural mo dusty impels us to abstain from unneces
sary discussion of the exact nature of what that finish will be. W e 
feel, i n passing, however, that you should procure from your book
seller al l available literature touching upon the persons noted above, 
as sooner or later such data may greatly facilitate the labors of the 
person who undertakes the compilation of your biography. 

We are glad to hear our old friend, 
Captain George K . Wilson, of the 26th. 
Infantry, has been detailed as Division 
Adjutant of the 13th Division. Keep 

1 on climbing, George! 

We learn our Coast Art i l lery compan
ion. Major Charles Wylie of " o n r s " , 
is building a summer home at Malba-
on-the-Sound. It sounds alright, Char
lie, but oh, for a week at old Lake 
Mooselookmaguntic, with i ts snow and 
venison stew! 

Notre Dame foot ball team must be
lieve in preparedness. They have 
scheduled a game with one of the Texas 
Universities. 

lways, when she rides rough-shod 
through'the camps she leaves troubles 
behind her. The old lady is never at 
a loss to answer that infamous ques
t ion: " W h e n aro wo going horn*,?" 
but she's about as truthful as a Cam
paign Manager before election. 

We're beginning to feel much likb 
the Ethiopian, who, after numerous 

appeals, disagreements and retrials, 
was again facing the charge cf indis
criminately exercising his prerogative 
in the shape of a safety last razor. The 
jury was sti l l deliberating on the ver
dict after forty-eight hours of looked 
doors. Final ly Rufe, in desperation, 
sent for the judge. "Jedge , y ' r honor 
am dcy goin' ter hang me dis t i m e ? " 
" W h y , that 's what they're fighting 
about now, R u f e . " " W a l , Jedge, 
Ah 've dis much ter say. After w a i t i n ' 
dis long A h doan't much keer which 
way dey settle i t , so long as i t am 
settled a n ' dey stick to i t , for, Jedge, 
d i - S U S P E N S E ' a m suttinly a w f u l ! " 

from no other than the wi ly old In
dian, Porf ir io , Diaz—or mayhap from 
our own redoubtable T. R. 

One young lady up north would l ike 
more news in " T h e R a t t l e r " about the 
1st Field Arti l lery because—oh, well, 
because He belongs. Wouldn't it be an 
awful lesson to her i f we should print 
her name right outf 

Frontier day, Saturday, September 
30th, and the 1st Cavalry Horse Show 
October 7th. Who said this was not 
an exciting l i fe f 

A fifteen round fight is being ar
ranged between Sergeant Anderson of 
the 1st. Field Artil lery and Barney 
Williams of the 2nd. Field for the 
championship of the Army and Navy. 

Post One .—"Hal t ! Who's there t " 
Voice in the dark .—" Officer of the 

day. ' ' 
Poot O n e . . . " O h H ! I thought i t 

was the relief. 

Our distinguished correspondent, D . 
D. S., of the cavalry, writes, iu another 
•column, of an old military'axiom " t h a t 
i t is unwise even for the infantry to 
sleep in the middle of a batt lef ie ld" . 
Well , as Gatling Gun Parker has said: 
"Because a man wears yellow facings 
is no reason why he should think like 
a horse." 

said young Mrs . 
dog tents in the* 

' ' Charley, dear,' : 

Torkins, " t h e y -hav 
army, don't they? ' 

" W h y , yes. You see, i t ' s sort of a 
technical t e r m — — " 

" Y o u needn't trouble to explain. I 
guess I understand words of one sylla
ble. What I wanted to say is that I ' m 
glad that our faithful four-footed 
friends are provided for. Only I sus
pect the S. P . C. A . made them do i t . " 
—Washington Star 

W O M E N A N D C O U R A G E 
The men of a nation seldom wil l arise 

much above the standard of courage and 
unselfishness set for them by the women 
of the nation. Spartan soldiers did not 
leave Lesbian wives and mothers behind 
them, and Roman, republican legionaries 
did not march out with their women 
running after them weeping and implor
ing them to remain at home. 

i f the women of the nation are weak 
selfish and timid, the men wi l l reflect 
feminine attributes. A comfortable 

| householder objects violently enough to 
being taken from .safe pursuits and easy 
circumstances. His conscience might 
command him, but i f the women of this 
household emphasize the characteristics 
from which he is trying to escape he is 
likely to accept ignominy and avoid 
danger. 

A noble minded womanhood can make 
a courageous manhood not only possible 
but anything else than a courageous 
manhood utterly impossible. I t is an un
usual craven who can withstand the 
scorn of a woman's contempt for his 
lack of courage. The instinct of the 
male is to be esteemed brave by the 
female. It hardly matters how many 
generations of soft l iv ing have tended 
to break down the courageous impulses 
and hard muscles, the scorn of a woman 
wi l l revive determination to be a man 
in a man's part. 

A nation of good men is a nation of 
courageous women. It is that or it is a 
nation of unconsidered women. Women 

Carranza, i t seems, was holding a 
pair of treys and a deuce when we 
called. V i l l a gave him the deuee. 
Japan may have been ready to slip him 
aces but Uncle Sam tossed his chips 
on the table in time. Now i f the Com
mission wi l l only raise the l imit and 
Congress pass a b i l l with Jokers wild, 
there'll be something in this Army 
Game after al l . 

While the Commission is newlondon-
ing and deliberating pro and eon (with 
the accent where i t belongs, we beg 
to suggest that they consider at close 
range the Texas Ranger. Observation 
at 2000 yards is near enough for us. 
Rangers are inclined to be hasty when 
placed under searching scrutiny. But 
we ' l l be glad to urge the commission 
to give them a much needed rest some-
wheres in the wilds of Manitou or 
Patagonia- where there are no vi l lain
ous Mexicans to annoy them. 

They are really brave, gun-toting 
boys, who, even when confronted by 
an old and experienced Mexican armed 
with a dangerous whip, have never hesi
tated to engage him in a duel with 
their six-shooters. Their stirring 
motto is : " W h e n we go forth, omit 
f lowers." We always experience a 
thr i l l when we see them riding into 
McAllen with their hair-triggered Peon 
Persuaders on their manly hips. What 
unscreened heroes for our Celluloid 
Cult! 

H O B S O N ' S C H O I C E . 

Between a bottle of grape juice and 
a stein of lemonade. 

The silver l ining of this especial 
cloud w i l l be revealed about six months 
from new. The scene wi l l be a parlor, 
a ballroom, a restaurant, or any one 
of a hundred places. There wi l l be 
girls, lots of them; trim, dainty and 
demure. There wi l l also be the mixed 
assortment of males. Yon w i l l be there, 
too, trying not to appear self-conscious 
in your coat of Mexican tan. After a 
lu l l in the conversation, up w i l l speak 
Archie, he of the v iv id cravat and 
dazzling raiment, something i n this 
wise: " W e l l , girls, when I was up at 
Plattsburgh "•—Figure out the rest of 
this painful scene for yourself. We 
trust you wil l show discrimination and 
not give Eddie too much work to do. 

We wish to humbly apologize to the 
Govt, and to our readers for a mis
statement of facts in last week's " I n -
vigorator." We erroneously said that 
pay for July had been delayed two 
weeks en route. We were wrong in 
this and when one is wrong one should 
be honest and admit i t , shouldn't one? 
The 12th N . Y . Inf. received their Ju ly 
" s a l a r y " last Thursday, Sept. 14th. 

H I S D I A R Y . 
Sunday:—Losing pep every day— 

perhaps because they call us the salt 
of the earth. Captain said We would 
go home—eventually. ' ' W h y 'not 
n o w ? " A n unspoken thought. Three 
months ago would have asked it right 
out. Trained now. Some of our offi
cers could give Bostock lessons. Plum 
duf f for dinner. Found a plum i n 
mine. Best of squad very jealous. 
Don't drink coffee any more. Maybe 
we ' l l break camp soon. Went down 
to McAl len . Asked for chi l i eon carne. 
Mex. waiter understood first time. 
Spanish is wonderful when you know 
how to speak it . G i r l in candy store 
doesn't notice me since Lieutenant 
came around. Must fire Lieutenant 
from my office when we get home. 
Stood on corner gazing down an alley. 
A n M . P . took ray same. Said I looked 
thirsty anyway. 

Feeling blue until I got a long letter 
from Mabel. Wonderful what a letter 
wi l l do. She said J i m had gone to 
Plattsburgh to defend his country. 
Isn 't patriotism marvelous? 

Monday:—Great excitement in camp. 
Red Cross nurse, walked through with 
Doctor. A l l the boys began to have 
symptoms. Climate is very dangerous 
for nurses. Wrote Mabel not to worry 
i f I got sick. They say we ' l l get paid 
next week for last June. August'» 
pay is due Nov. 19th, provided all regi
ments have received J u l y ' s dinero. Just 
discovered I can be mustered out when 
I ' m 64 years old. They can't fool me 
DOW. 

Perhaps after all the Border Patrol 
was only meant to be "psychological . " 
Reflection on that point, however, 
gives one a creepy feeling l ike being 
watched by the Doctor for dangerous 
symptoms. 

N E U T R A L ZONE F O B B A N D I T S 
U R G E S L A N S I N G . 

either are rejected from the scheme of 
the nation for other than breeding pur
poses, or being respected as thinking, I —Headline, 
influential parts of i t , they effect its That Gargantuan chuckle we heard 
character. [ over the wireless 'phone could come 

While becoming alarmed over the 
apparent spread of paratyphoid among 
the soldiers the Medical Corps seems 
to have overlooked the great havoc 
wrought along the Border by a virulent 
disease among civilians, commonly 
known as " T h e Itching P a l m . " 

And now we breathlessly await the 
call from Senary Baker that wi l l be 
heard acres the continent. " T u r n 
out the G u a r d . " 

Do your wish to know what we really 
think 

Of the army game in Texas f 
Would you lend an ear to our humble 

thoughts ^ 
On Border Patrol and Mexes? 

Since you ask of us we ' l l confide i n 
you, 

With apoligies to Spencer, 
A l l the true details of the Olive D r a b -

It 's 
Deleted 

B y 
The 

Censor. 
H . I . Y . 
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SHARYLAND A GARDEN SPOT OF 
FARMS AND HOMES AND PEOPLE 

New York Guardsmen Surprised to Find a Model Settlement Here on the 
Border—Crops Include Grape Fruit, Vegetables and Everything 

But Corn Flakes and Army Coffee 

We Won't Forget It. 
Sharyland is a revelation to the vis

i t ing New Yorker as showing how a 
growing state like Texas can be de
veloped. 

We have seen how a frontier commu
nity can grow out of nothing at a l l but 
opportunity and will-power—and mon-

THE STORY OF SHARYLAND, BY' FRED B. BARTON, 1ST. N. Y. CAVALRY 
' W e were just a few hours off the 

t ra in and we wanted to go back. It 
wasn't that we had minded the long 
five day t r i p that brought us from the 
heart of New Y o r k Ci ty to the edge 
of the Rio Grande—not that. But some 
one had bungled i n ordering us to Mis 
sion one day and back to McAl l en the 
next, and already we were feeling the 
effect of the Texas sun which seemed 
that day hotter than i t has ever felt 
since. 

W e were the F i r s t Squadron of the 
F i r s t N . T . Cavalry, and Texas looked 
pretty poor to us. Our horses wore car
sick and hungry for every blade of grass 

' W a l k your horses',^' was the order, 
and we did. " R o u t e , p r d e r " was pass
ed along the line, and those that were 
lucky enough to have d r y ' cigarettes 
lighted up. 

I t i s only five miles from Mission to 
McAl l en , but soft as we were, we halt
ed twice on the way to cool off and rest 
the horses. W e were right i n the mid
dle of the march when somebody called, 
" L o o k over there—there's a bath 
house."* What 's that the sign says?—' 
S H A R Y L A N D ! " J ) 

Whatever Sharyland was, we bad no ; 
idea, neither then nor for weeks to j 
come. It wasn't anything cool to drink j 
or anything to sell at advanced prices ] 
to soldiers so we rather lost interest in -

And such crops! With the exception 
of a few special grains, you can grow 
practically any crop you want in this 
soil, and reap your harvests twelve 
months out of the year. 

Coin, broom corn, cotton, sugar, al 
fa l fa , Soudan grass, millet, vegetables 
—these are the staples. In addition 
you get the tropical fruits, lemons, or
anges, dates, figs and bananas, and 
grape fruit . The citrus fruits grown in 
Sharyland orchards are pronounced tbe 
equal i f not the superior of those grown 
anywhere i n the country. Imagine 
picking oranges off the trees! 

Two- to three* crops a year are the 
rule* i n Sharyland. Moreover, because 
of the wonderful'richness of the water 
from the Rio Grande, which deposits a 
heavy layer of silt over everything it 
irrigates, Sharyland soil never needs a 
fertilizer. 

But I ' m here to admit that on that 
day, Ju ly sixth, Sharyland looked 
mighty inv i t ing to us of the New York P 
Cavalry. Even from the road it looked ' m m m M a t e C a n a l ttrt w , , , r e Shauland. This makes i 
well-kept, as i f some one with ambition | I ^ ' l ^ * * * " " " n i h * tt* *"* m " a a i » , a ? 
and organization had stepped in to 
make Sharyland the garden spot of the 
RIO Grande Valley, 

When we came to know Sharyland 
better,' we found this was exactly the 
case. 

Climb into the Ford aud let us make 
a tour of inspection. 

30 Square Miles of Farms 
Sharyland is a tract of land two miles 

wide and 15 miles long—20,000 acres in 
al l . Running back from its frontage 
of two miles width on the Rio Grande 
i t crosses the tracks of tbe Gulf Coast 
Lines and runs due north, for fifteen 
miles from the river, l y i n g between and 
equally distant from McAl len and M i s 
sion. 

Sharyland is the .personal land de
velopment of John H , Shary, a man 
who knows Texas farm land as well as 
you know the game of dominoes. M r . 
Shary forms the largest and most re
sponsible land colonization concern op
erating iu America. During the last 
ten years M r . Shary has run special ex
cursion trains to Sharyland, leaving 
Kansas City without fa i l the first and 
third Tuesdays or every month. The 
tourists who travel with him enjoy 
Pullman comforts aud all meals, and 
are liberally motored through the Shary 
tracts by mean of a fleet of forty au
tomobiles. 

Inside of two years M r . Shary has 
taken over a forest of virgin cactus and 
accomplished these practical wonders: 

hut Peaceful Ua Grande Him, if Which }ou Bus Heart! so Htck. 
Forms the Southern Boundary of SharyUad. They cat, Irrlfats the 
whole 20,001 Acres oisharyland without Lowering the river 
-^Cleare'd 12,000 acres and divided them 
up into 40-acro - tracts;''' fronting on 
Shary-made roads; 
—Brought 7500 ~ people down to visit 
Sharyland and sold to them and others 
over two-thirds, o f t h e available land, 
i n small tracts; of which 8,000'acre* 
are now under thorough cultivationj-
—Mapped out Shary Boulevard, run
ning north and south centrally through 
the t rac t ' f o r fifteen mih»$, 'with tran
secting roads—good roads—every mile 
of its length j 

" —Set'' but"4G,000 •citrus trees; Including 
• jrape f ru i t , Washingtou Navel , VsTen-

t i a orange, Eureka lemons,, as well as 
acres of shade trees along Shary Boule
vard ; '' KS^A^i'?*^ 
— D u g 90 miles of irrigation canals and 1 

built up an irrigation • system second, 
to none i u the entire" vKio Grande V a l -
ley ; ' - •• 
—Invested four million dollars in de
velopments which are already bearing 
fruit and which wi l l make Sharyland 
actually the garden spot of Texas. 

Maybe you think a i l this has been 
easy—that Sharyland grew of itself. 

Wel l , you 're nearly right. Things 
happen in Sharyland. Just get a gang 
of 500 Mexican "hombres , " a few doz
en "tenuis "of 'mules' with • scoops'"and 
wagons accompanying, add a few car
penters and engineers and quite a little 
brainwork in directing the whole—and 
in two years you can accomplish what 
would require six to eight years i n any 
other part of the country. 

A n astounding statement, but Shary
land proves i t . You can buy a 20-acre 
farm in Sharyland at the modest cost of 
two hundred dollars up to a thousand 
dollars an acre, the price depending on 
location, watch i t come out or the brush 
under the laborers' hand-, and inside of 
a few months have a home and a farm 
that pays you a l iv ing . 

Sharyland claims to have the richest 
soil in the whole Southeastern part of 
the country, and again results tel l the 
tale. Crops here have a natural ad
vantage of one to two months over 
erops grown elsewhere in the state. 

for Swimming. 
Naturally enough farm in Shary

land spells prosperity. 
Two Months Out of the Brush 

I saw a farm in Sharyland which two 
months ago was as wild a cactus grove 
as any on tbe Border of Mexico. 

A simple frame shack, of the same 
architecture as the tar-papered garage, 
serves as the house and w i l l probably 
continue to serve until the owner takes 
the leisure to have his home built—pro
bably in two or three months. Mean
while, why should he worry about shelt
er, when the pleasant Texas air never 
gets colder than to make one blanket or 
at tbe most two comfortable? Ten 
thousand National Guardsmen within a 
few miles of his farm sleep a l l yeai 
round in a tent with no discomfort. 

A s for heat-—well, M r . Shary himself 
comes down to Texas, from Omaha to 
spend the summer. He says that i t is 
cooler here, for the simple reason that 
al l of the Gulf Coast is freshened by 
a wonderful sea breeze which seldom 
fails, even on the hottest days in A u 
gust. 

I watched this farmer arming a well 
— a two-and-a-half day job. I t w i l l be 
only a few weeks now before that 
farm becomes as comfortable and at
tractive a l iv ing place as M r . Shary's 
model farm itself. 

There is this about Sharyland which 
you canuot help but admire. It is a 
place, not of one man's prosperity, but 
every man's. Everybody makes money 
here—if he works. Why one of the 
most successful farmers of the commun
ity is a retired, banker from Illinois, 
who knew nothing about farming until 
he settled here. 

With the experience that M r . Shary 
and bis assistants have gained and 
placed on file i n their office, you don't 
have tto know anything about farming 
to make good here. Expert engineers 
survey your land and indicate where 
the ditches should run to gain the 
greatest advantage from the natural 
contour of the land. Mexican "hom
bres' ' clear the land, dig the field 
ditches to connect with the big company 
canals, build the fences and plow un
der the surface—all at a cost of about 
$15 an acre. You give your orders to 
a. Mexican contractor who speaks Eng
lish better than you talk " M e x " , and 
the hombres do the work. 

Take a look at these Mexicans. I f 
you have .come to believe that all Mex
icans are a bunch of bandits, more fa 
miliar with big-bladed knives than hoes 
ai d shovels, you are badly mistaken. 
1 ' Mexicans are quiet and efficient la
borers. They work for 75 cents a day 
aud board themselves, where a northern 
farmhand would require $35 to $40 per 
month plus board and washing. They 
do not pilfer, are even-tempered aud 
h. ve a wonderful abil ity to work i n tbe 
sue. • 
• 'We of the N . Y . Division did just 
enough of ground-clearing ourselves to 
appreciate' how hard the hombres do 
work. After that we were satisfied' to 
sit back and watch them clear tbe camp 
site. A n army private gets only 50 
cents .a day and a Mexican gets 75, but 
wei didn't object. We rather felt they 
were worth i t . . 

ioritics of Sharyland is the abundant 
sufficiency of water. .The whole thir
ty square miles can be flooded at once 
without visibly lowering the RIO Gran
de, which is the water supply. 

But perhaps you don't careJ to be an 
irrigation farmer. Perhaps you just 
want a winter home, with enough soil 
to grow grape fruit on, and a place to 
boat and swim and shoot. 

M r . Shary foresaw that. Take a look 
at Shary Lake . 

A 1917 Winter Be sort. 
Three miles from the railroad M r . 

Shary has dug an artif icial lake of over 
one hundred acres in size which wi l l 
serve as a reservoir for water during the 
bulk of the year. I f you visit Shary 
Lake* in about three months you wi l l 
f ind a special swimming pool bui lt i n 
the lake at a spot where a rock crush
er now stands, and a New York-looking 
club house on the edgeVof the.lake. 

You can run your car around a two-
I mile macadamized road surrounding 

Shary Lake. You can' go duck-shoot
ing or hunt the deer within a few miles 
of Shary Lake. 

I f your ambition leads you that far, 
you can buy a home fronting on the 
edge of Shary Lake, Special acre- and 
half acre lots are being sold along 
Shary Lake at this time. , 

But perhaps Mr . Shary can tell you 
b tter about this proposition than I 
can. He has some handsome literature 
regarding Sharyland while I am sure 
he wi l l be glad to send to any interest
ed parties who write to him at his 
home office, Omaha, Nebraska. 

What I want to do is to tel l you 
about M r . Shary himself. Please under 
stand that I am writ ing this as a N a 
tional Guardsman, interested in Shary
land and M r . Shary only because the 
proposition makes me naturally enthus
iastic. I believe it wi l l be of interest 
to Rattler readers. 

A Builder of Communities. 
John H . Shary is a man who collects 

people from miscellaneous parts of the 
country and concentrates them in tidy 
corners where they can do the state and 
the country some good. 

A Tiny Snipsbop of o Ble TUfff. Surilud railllen and OHIees. 
and Mr. Sham's FiMe Car, "Galeae," Wiled he «u as a Katit. 
Tbe Field in front It Planted to Green Peas 

The Mexicans do much toward mak
ing l i fe in Sharyland profitable. 

How to be A n Irrigation. Fanner. 
The chief joy of irrigation farming 

is that Bomebody else does most* of the 
work. 

A dollar an acre floods your land 
when you want water. Dry seasons 
never interrupt your schedule, for the 
pumping system never fails to work. 
-Even during the fourteen-month drouth 
which burned up the rest of tho state, 
Sharyland had plenty of water. 

In constructing the irrigating system, 
M r . Shary made the main canal a hund
red feet wide and the laterals extra 

in proportion. One of tbe super-

3RD B R I G A D E 

A Year ifo, a Ftrnt of Cactus. 
Tira that Grows iuinilons and Profitable Crops. Such is the Sto j 
ot Sharyland 

Ten years ago he helped populate cer
tain districts of the Corpus Christi 
country surrounding that beautiful Gulf 
city about 150 miles from McAllen. 
During the last decade he has been in 
strumental in settling a quarter of a 
million acres of Texas land. 

In spite of the enormity of his inter* 
ests, there is nothing about M r . Shary 
to suggest the Wallingford type of so-
called " l a n d promotor". He is quiet 
and modest in his bearing, a hard work
er, and has an eye that suggests 
straightforward honesty. 

M r . Shary spends nearly half of each 
month ta Sharyland, where he dons the 
free swinging clothes of a Texan and 
lives the l i fe of a native, using his 
private car " C o l o n o " as a hotel. Sev
eral . of his chauffeurs confided to me 
the fact that, as an employer, M r . 
Shary is " a prince" . 

I think myself that M r . Shary is a 
man of remarkable Vision, of keen and 
practiral management, and a man to 
whom the future of a community and 
its citizens could well be trusted. 

He has done a wonderful thing in 
building up Sharyland. The families 
who form this new community are 
truly tho best people i n the country, 
aud already a community spirit has 
grown up which augurs well for the fu
ture. There is a brown school-house 
in Sharyland, as well as graded and high 
schools in McAllen and Mission which 
are especially good, as are a l l the 
sehools of Texas.. There are also 
churches of every denomination in 
town. Sunday services are held in the 
Sharyland pavilion as well. 

The Shary Organization. 
M r . Shary is assisted by men of 

clean-cut character who are experts in 
their individual fields. These .men re
flect the spirit of .purpose and pro-
gressiveness in their departments which 
is the basis keynote of Sharyland. 

First of all is Judge D. W. Glasscock. 
Judge Glasscock entered the field of 
irrigation years ago when it was yet a 
silent issue,' foreseeing that this indus
try must some day become an import
ant factor in the development of Texas 
and the Southwest. He is the author 
of the bi l l recently passed by the Leg
islature of the State of Texas and 
known as the Genera) Irrigation B i l l . 
B y tbe clauses of this b i l l , irrigation is 
placed upon a sound legal basis in 
Texas so that owners of irrigated lands, 
such as the land owners of Sharyland 
hold a definite assurance that water 
w i l l be ' furnished them at a l l times 
-without interruption, and those who in 
vest capital in the irrigation enter
prise are assured of its safety. 

The value to Sharyland of having a 
man of tbe calibre of Judge Glasscock 
in charge of all irrigation matters is 
evident. In addition, Judge Glasscock 
is a leading attorney, is President of 
the State Bank of McAllen and has 
other important interests as well. He 
is devoting all his experience and ef
fort, i n connection with Mr . Shary, to 
making Sharyland a model of success. 

Itiom Corn Forms i Diitfldiife aid SltllfJctiry Crop ter Seari-
inad Fan en. The Cere Is Threshed ef its lied »d Baled ee the 

SM. Mill the iMfd if the Flint. 
As for the money, i t has cost approx

imately four million dollars to bring 
Sharyland out of the ground. The 
money has not been wasted. The im
provements which have'been made here 
are permanent, such, as roads, well con
structed canals and ditches, roomy 
buildings and well laid farms. 

Every Sharyland farmer has a feel
ing of pride in his farm. One man 
was introduced to me with the state
ment, ' ' He owns one of the best look 
ing farms in Sharyland." The man's 
face gleamed as he shook my hand. 

They say that the first few settlers 
who came to Sharyland, were very lone' 
some the first year. M r . Shary hint' 
self admits i t . 

" B u t , " he says,,"the lonesome days 
are past. A man who settles in Shary
land today has neighbors of the same 
stock as himself. He has a telephone, 
if he wants i t , and rural free delivery 
to his door." 

In a few months Sharyland wi l l be 
enjoying 24-hour electric light service 
from the new Ice, Light and Water 
Plant at Mission. 

And yet some people up north pretend 
to pity the poor settlers who live here 
on the Mexican Border. 

Shary's True Hospitality 
The big pavilion by the side of the 

railroad, which houses the administra
tion offices, is a meeting place for all 
the good people of Sharyland. 

Especially is this true in the winter. 
Then the big excursion trains from the 
north bring an army of visitors twice 
a month, and the Sharylanders join the 
newcomers in a get-together party in 
the big pavilion. 

During the long stay of the 28th In
fantry in Mission, special band concerts 
were given at Sharyland for more than 
a year. 

The N . Y . Division has held several 
dances at Sharyland during the sum
mer and the bath house which Mr . Shary 
erected for the'use of his guests has 
been turned over to its officers and men 
every night. 

When We Go Back. 
Eighteen thousand men of the New 

York Division, have come into temper-
ry contact'" With Sharyland * ami its 

founder. We have enjoyed the hospi
tality of Mr . Shary's bathhouse and 

, pavilion, have shot on tbe rifle range 
Ted* a TUMI, a Gince aedaj a t sharyland, and have felt indirectly 

as i f we were personally M r . Shary's 
guests. 

We are going back to New York, and 
most of us go happily. But the happi
est part of our whole experience here 
on the Texas-Mexican border is that 
we have seen a new part of tbe world 
which .has broadened our outlook. 

A few months in New/York and the 
memories of our camp life i n McAllen 

Headquarters 3rd Brigade, N . Y . Div., 
Pharr, Texas.—Being now sort of ac
climated from long residence in this 
district and having mostly picked out 
likely spots in which to take their 
siestas, the men of the 74th and 23rd 
N . Y . Infantry are not so much in evi 
deuce about town as when they first 
arrived. This, coupled with the fact 
that the 3rd N . Y . has actually rolled 
up its tents and gone back to Camp 
Whitman, in York state, for a while 
gave the town something of a deserter 
appearance. Now, however, with tbe 
2nd N . Y . Infantry occupying the camp 
site recently vacated by the north-boun" 
3rd and the strangers, late from the 
rural districts at Sterlings ranch, busily 
reeonnoitering along the main streets 
and shopping district at Pharr, the place 
has again assumed quite a Fair day air. 

Colonel Jenning's 3rd N , Y . packed 
its duds on hurry up orders and then sat 
around on its haunches for a week, 
waiting for a train to ride home on, 
Eventually the train came along and the 
3rd got away with a roar, its three 
sections leaving at noon, and at three 
and six o'clock in the evening, respec
tively. 

The night before, the regiment re 
tired at ' ' taps ' ' as* usual ana prepared 
to Bleep in the open, all the canvas hav 
ing been packed that day. There were 
some men, i t seems, who were actually 
glad they were going home. These talk' 
ed so continuously in their sleep that the 
camp that night was in what might be 
called a muffled uproar. About noon, 
by the moon, one of the sleepers set up 
a rooster crow. This so excited the re
maining fowls in the neighborhood that 
the mules on the picket line were 
awakened and began to sing for break
fast. Then there was a real noise. 

Anyway, the 3rd finally went away 
and there was hope for a few night's 
sleep for the outfits left behind. Nope, 
Slam, boom, bangl a battalion of Colo
nel Andrew's 2nd N . ' Y . rolled into 
camp with a band, one morning1, about 
two o 'clock. They came from Sterlings 
ranch, where the regiment had been at 
target practice during an isolation pe
riod for paratyphoid. The trip to Pharr 
had been made in 42 two-ton trucks. 
The 2nd and 3rd battalions of the regi
ments followed, but mercifully arrived 
by daylight and the band was already 
here. It was worth while to witness 
the long column of big gray trucks,, 
loaded with men and baggage, come 
swirling along the pike and disgorge at 
the camp site. 

The 74th and 23rd regiments have each' 
been planning ,to go into camp at Sterl
ing's, 23 miles northwest of here, for a 
week's rifle practice. The troops will 
0 6 moved by the Motor Truck company 
of the division. 

Lieut. Col. W. A . Taylor of the 2nd. 
N . Y . Infantry has been made Camp 
Summary Court Officer to succeed Ma
jor J . B. Tuck of the 3rd who was re
lieved to go north with his regiment. 
Lieutenant Fuller of the 2nd N . Y . suc
ceeds Lieutenant Johnson of the 23rd,. 
who for the past two months has been 
in charge of the Mil i tary Police at 
Pharr. 

The 74th N i Y . Minstrel Troupe play
ed to crowded houses on Friday and 
Saturday nights, the first to the Pharr 
public at the local " M o v i e " show en 
closure, in appreciation for 
extended to the troops, and the second I T E X A S NOT SO HOT A 7 T E B 
to the men of the regiment at the Y _ M . * 
C. A . ' hall' of the 74ttitThe efforts of 
the men were worthy and well appre
ciated. Music was furnished by the 
regimental orchestra, Joseph Switzer 
leader. The ends were Privates Gra
ham and Churchill, Co. G, and Private 
Sidman, Co. I, .tambos; and Corporal 
Johnson and Privates Dailey and Mc
K a y , Co. G, bones. Messrs. Dobnieyer, 
Co. D ; Goss, Co. F ; Haub, Co. E ; Shrin-
er, Co. M - and Crumlish, Wallenberger 
and Morin of the M . G. Go. composed 
the chorus. 

THE STAFF OF LIFE, 
STAFF OFTHE ARMY 

G o o d B r e a d E s s e n t i a l T o G o o d 

S o l d i e r i n g - O u r D i v i s i o n 

H a s j t . 

CAPT. MILLARD'S BAKERY A CREDIT 

One of the most important branches 
of the service, aud one which seems al 
most forgotten by the'press until some
thing goes wrong with i t , Is the Field 
Bakery. Good bread is most essential 
to the general health of an army while 
in any extended period of service where 
it is possible to supply i t , and to the 
troops now at Me A l l on, one of the un
noticed blessings of their daily life is 
good bread. 'Occasionally it is true 
some one has a kick to make concern
ing the bread, and perchance now and 
then when i t is too fresh from tbe oven, 
it is soggy, but throughout the camp 
and throughout, tho sojourn of the New 
York troops in Texas, it has been ex
cellent both iu quality and supply. 

There are turned out 7560 pounds a 
day, i n the McAllen station, which, .Is 
Captained by Jesse C. Mil lard. The 
Mission and Pharr branches turn out 
smaller' amounts for the supply of their 
troops. The McAllen station has seven 
ovens; - there are three at Pharr and un
t i l the movement of the troops there 
were two at Mission. 

Each oven constitutes a unit and 
four men make the unit. The output 
of each oven to one " r u n " of bread is 
216 pounds which takes about one 
hour i n the making. 5500 pounds of 
flour are used in a day. There are two 
pounds to each loaf and the issue to 
each man is one pound per day, so that 
each oven supplies approximately 1,100 
men a* day, which is a good ' ' unit's 
work''.. 

The bakery is now a detachment of 
the Division Quartermaster's Depart
ment, aud a number of the men tempor
arily detailed to the bakery have be
come transferred to it as a department. 
Most of the men learn the baking busi
ness in the field under the tutelage of 
accomplished bakers such as Sergeant 
Schulter, the chief baker, and his as
sistant, Sergeant Nachbar. Herbert 

Herzob, formerly of Battery C, 2nd. 
A., has been mess sergeant of the 

bakery for some time and is now per
manently attached there. Sergeant 
Sherman J . Stone is i n ! eharge. The 

crew" consists of the following men: 
Sergeants Carl A . Schulter, Sherman J . 
Stone, Henry J . Nachbar, Miles A . 
Reilly, Hazael»L. Reynolds, Stephen J . 
Leathern, Meurice Y . Barnett, Albert 

Epper, George Facompre, Fred Fa-
compreJr., Emanuel Newman, Alfred ' i 
S. Packer, Richard F. Skinner, John J . 
Smith Jr . , Thomas J . Fitzpatriek, 
Thomas J . Healy, Joseph J . Lang, Har
ry A . Brown ;Corpornls Chas.. C. Cros-
sett, Frank Bomino, Joseph YonGrimm, 
Lawrence Jonas and Alexander Mea-
sariua, F . S. Sevmour, and Junior Medi
cal Off icer, .LesterM, GrefY of the 2nd 

" j Field Hospital*, courtesies 

You Could be Comfortable in Sharyland. Ho Stone, 
in the Sttf, Palm Trees Flanking (ha Road in Front, j 
Comfortable House to Live In Who Wouldn't Envy This? 
wi l l sift themselves, the pleasant mem
ories coming to the top, the unpleasant 
memories dropping out of sight. Some 
of us wi l l be glad, very glad, that we 
came to to Texas. 

Those of us who have had the oppor
tunity to meet Mr . Shary personally 
wi l l remember this as an experience in 
itself. 

The complete story of Sharyland can
not be written here in an army camp, 
with only a few snapshots at hand to 
tell the story. We are too close to i t 
to appreciate its importance and its 
size. 

But i f we brpken down New Yorkers 
ever want a place to live and be com
fortable, where summer runs all the 
year round, where the nights are cool 
aud the oranges grow right in your own 
yard, then perhaps in a year or two 
we '11 wish we had settled in Sharviand. 

See i f you don't. 

Jaai H. Shary of Omaha, the Creator if Sharyland. 
Nr. Star} has made many Friends among the N. Y. IE* 
vision, inaluding Major General Joka F. O'Ryan. 

The interlocutor was H . E . Steer of 
the Y . M . C. A . The number which made 
the house rock and sing was ' ' M y Own 
I o n a " by private Sidman and the 
chorus. Corporal Haug Btepped a pret
ty clog and Sergeant Wallenberger's 
rendition of Rube songs, in an unaffect
ed way, was a side splitter. Private 
Metcalfe's ' ' Mother Machree' ' and 
Sergeant Goss "Asleep, in the Deep" 
were also well worth hearing. Promi
nent Pharr folks and the officers of the 
74th were not spared by the end men, 
Private Xrfling of Company C, imper< 
sonating a dancing gir l , brought back 
vision's of Carmencita and the palmy 
old days of Koster and Bials on 23rd 
street. There were cornet solos by Ser
geant Bolton of the band and, as 
special feature, a duet by little Miss 
Anita Gawthrop and Master Oland Reed 
of Pharr. The merchants of Pharr do
nated the stage hangings and furniture 
and the electrical and carpenter work 
was done by the men of the regiment 
One of the features of the entertain 
ment was a hypnotic act by Professor 
Lawrence of the Machine Gun Co. 

B E R T SLINGO, DOCTOR 

" O h dear, oh dear,V sighed a grey-
jacket over in the Seventh Regiment 
one day as he heard the cooks invitation 
to come and get it . " T h e doctor or
dered me to eat tea and toast, but the 
company is messing on corned beef 
hash and they ain't got no toast." 1" 

" W h a t ' s t h a t ? " overheard Qml-Sgt. 
Bert Slingo. "Come with me and I ' l l 
get you some toast." 

Right there the 7th Regiment Diet 
Kitchen .was started, and now .every 
day "a1 'store of sick-listed men dock to 
it' for a dainty diet of digestible deli
cacies, of which Harry Newton is the 
designer and exentioner. 

Two diets onl yare served, the first 
being tea and toast without change, 
the other containinb .eggs and other 
convalescent dishes. Admission' to -the 
diet is by doctor's-orders only.: 

Since tbe Diet Kitchen was started 
three weeks ago, Sergt. Slingo has had 
the satisfaction of seeing many, men 
graduate from sickness to health ami 
return to their company ' mess. The 
Rattler has personally inspected this 
proposition and begs to report that 
Cook Newton's cooking would make 
even a Philadelphian sit up and take 
notice. Especially the shrimp salad, 
Eh, Newt? 

Capt. Howe Signal Corps told L t . Col. 
H . S. Sternberger Div. Q. M . , that he 
had lost a mule an dasked how he 
should carry him. L t . Col. Sternberger 
answered " car ry him absent without 
leave." 

- A i l * THAHTK Y O U 
1 Perhaps your.t&^tefwt'Il be gladTto 
read this letter too. 

Dear Mother: ' ' Y o u have sympathiz- • 
ed with me so often for being confined 
down here on the ' hot.. Texas'!'border* 
that' I -want -to-write- antl^telL .you po
litely that you don't Jo the~tlimite 
justice y '- f* 'i 
• " O f course', summer is summer every

where, but down here in Texas it isn't 
a bit hotter 1 'and ijnore .uncomfortable 
than any . other part of the country 
where you''re working in the sun and 
dping a man's work. Why. at Camp 
Whitman last year it, was: so--hot" that 
we couldn't "exercise- tho "horses'' more 
than an hour a day._^ I'ye-.seen farms 
even in Massachusetts where the sun 
was just as hot-'as Texas at its worst, 
and we didn't get any cool breeze off 
the Gulf there, either. 

" L o t s of people think we are under
going every kind of hardship and in 
dignity down here. Well, Mother, i t ' s 
a fact that we lost weight the first few 
weeks we were here, so'that none of 
our leggins would fit us, but we 're 
tough and wiry now and a lot of us are 
actually fattening up a bit. Most every 
Company mess has a regular army cook 
as instructor now, so that the food is a 
whole lot better than it.was. 'Some of 
the companies are actually eating oil 
enameled plates instead of the old pf w-
ter mess-kits. Imagine that for .luxury, 
in an army camp! 

" Y o u can be pretty safe in feeling 
that, the longer we. stay here, the more 
comfortable our l iv ing conditions are 
going to be. We got' along without 
shower-baths for quite a time, but that 
just makes us appreciate them more, 
now that we've got them, We-have 
a mess-ball too that would make you 
open your eyes. Not a fly inside' of i t , 
and we're betting electric'lights and a 
phonograph for the corner. ' That makes 
a great place to read or write letters 
in the evening. 

" Y o u wrote mc that you jprerc going 
to the Cat skills for a little vacation, 
because i t ' s so hard to sleep in the 
CityJ Why, mother, you ought to come 
to Texas i f you want to sleep. Every 

ight it gets cool so that we have need
ed a blanket all summer. That makes 
our sleep very refreshing, which is a 
big thing to be thankful for. 

'• *' There are some wonderful sunsets 
down here; and the stars are clear and 
bright. The sunrise here too is beauti
ful. Guess I never saw the sun rise 
before I started getting up with the 
bugle. 

" J u s t laugh at them Mother, when 
you hear any body knocking Texas. I 
know this has been a big experience 
and a pleasant one for me. It wil l be 
a long time before I forget the summer 
I put in, in a military camp three miles 
from: the Mexican border.'' 

NOTICE 
Entries for all field and track events 

for Frontier and Athletic Day, to be 
held September 30th on Parade Grounds 
near Division Headquarters should be 
sent in promptly to Sergt, M . A . Hart, 
Division Headquarters. 

A l l enlisted men are urged to com
pete. A full list of events is printed 
in the sports column of this issue of 
The Rattler. 



P A G E 6 T H E RIO G R A N D E R A T T L E R 

Hie National Drink 
WE L C H ' S is healthful. It's a natural tonic. It 

is not a manufactured drink, not a make 
believe, but one of Nature's inimitable products 
pure and wholesome. The Welch Process is 
clean and quick and gives you the unchanged 
juice of premium price New York State Con
cords. 

A 
T canteens and soda fountains in 
sist on Welch's 

99 TH E individual "Junior 
bottle sells for ten cents. 

Add water, plain or charg
ed, for a long drink. 

S E E T H A T IT IS COLD. 

THE WELCH GRAPE JUICE COMPANY, 
Westfield, N. Y. 

H a m m o n d L u m b e r 

C o m p a n y 

We carry a full line of moulding, cypress 
and other material useful in building anything 
from mess shacks to clothes boxes, etc. 

Call in and let us fix you up the same as 
you were at home. We want to see you. 

H a m m o n d L u m b e r C o . S s
e n 

F o r ' a G o o d Sundae, Root Beer. 
Coca-Cola or any other soft 
drink and Candies see us at 
our Confect ionery . 

A N D 

If a Good Breakfast, Dinner or 
surpper is Desired, come to our 
QUICK L U N C H counter where 
Chicken,Oysters, Steaks, Ham, Ba
con and Eggs are always carried in 
good and fresh condition aud cook
ed clean and promptly. 

Give us a trial 
There is something good to eat 

the day around, 

Rodriguez & Cia. 
A C T O B S from Crow's ^Lumber Yaard, 

McAllen. Texas 

FIRST STATE BANK OF 
McALLEN 

(A G U A R A N T Y BANK) 

Resources one quarter million 

W e are glad to place our fa 
cilities at your disposal and 
assure you of courteous and 
intelligent treatment. 

W e solicit accounts of $100 
and over. 

FIRST STATE BANK OF 
McALLEN 

McAllen, Texas 
R. E. Horn, Cashier 

D.W. Glasscock. Pres. F. G. Crow.V P. 

• • 

PLATTSBURGHING BY 
A 

C i t i z e n s A t t e n d i n g B u s i n e s s 

T r a i n i n g C a m p s 

LETTER FROM PLATTSBURGH MAN 

, The. following .letter has just been 
received by one- of the editors. I t is 
about the sanest view of " P l a t t s -
burghing by- a Plattsburgher' ' we have 
seen/ The writer is an engineer of 
prominence, who has seen much reve
nue service in both Atlantic and P a 
cific, has circled the globe and has one 
brother, a captain, in the Canadian 
.training regiment, ami another just 
made captain for gallantry in the 
trenches somewhere in France. 

If Plattsburgh, Texas and other in* 
fluences can make the city dwellers 
forget their flesh pots and make the 
farmers forget their corn and hawgs, 
and- a l l think along lines more than a 
foot wide, the Plattsburghers Bleeping 
in a puddle ami our association with 
Texas wi l l not have been in vain. The 

: letter follows: 
f *'.lust returned from four weeks at 
! Plattsburgh and received the copy of 
| " T h e RIO Grande RATTLER," dated 
j August 23rd, 101G. I always knew that 
| you fo lks , were enterprising, but had 

no idea you would undertake a paper 
for -those on the Border.- It is most 
interesting to see what you f i l l i t up 
with. 

•' I noticed an editorial in the ' Platts 
burghers,' ' which should apply par
ticularly to me. The tone of the edi
torial seems to indicate that the Platts
burgh campers are . 1 ' T in Soldiers." Of 
course, they are-"'-'Tin Soldiers" to a 

| large extent, because thirty days of 
camp does not entitle one to be called 
a real soldier, 

j " I must say, however, that i t is as
tonishing what a smattering of military 

I life, they give you in such a short 
time. You hit only the high spots, 
but you hit a good many of them and 
get quite an idea of what is- needed 
to make a real soldier. Anyone who 
thinks he has become a real soldiei 
in this short time is foolish, but I can 
see where i t is an immense advantage 
to the real soldiers to have so many of 
us get the Plattsburgh experience. 

" I think that i t has a very broaden 
ing effect on tbe citizen to spend four 
weeks at Plattsburgh, and i t gives him 
a very different idea of the army. The 
officers are usually picked men of 
rather strong personality and they 
make a good impression on the citizens. 
They keep us jumping, usually from 
4:45 a. m. until after the conference 
at 7:30 p. in. It is a most wholesome 
experience as a vacation. I forgot a l l 
about business and everything else ex
cept the next bugle call . 

. I t may be questioned whether tho 
Plattsburgh experience does anything 
toward making officers, but there is 
no question about the advantage to the 
army in general in having citizens B O 
educated. I do not know what your 
views are about the present military 
system and how it ought to be run. I 
don't know that I have any definite 
views myself, but I think a l l of us 
who have been to Plattsburgh are so 
much more interested in the whole 
question that we are better fitted to 
study the question intelligently. For 
myself personally, there is no ques
tion about the "great advantage of such 
an experience as Plattsburgh. I became 
quite absorbed in all the details of the 
work and had ho time to think of any
thing else. I t might be that some of 
the experiences were not altogether 
pleasant, but that is true of any ex
perience. No one particularly likes 
sleeping on damp ground, except in 
retrospect, yet somehow it is a great 
satisfaction to have a little experience 
in this line, so as to know how i t feels. 
The food also tasted delicious to me. 
Some people criticise the monotony of 
stew three times a day. The only im
provement I could think of would be 
to have i t six times a day. Altogether 
L had a thorough vacation and have 
come back feeling 100 per cent better 
physically, morally and mentally. 
' * ' I do not suppose you have' had time 

to write about your experience on the 
Border, but I hope you wil l send me 
copies of anything that wi l l give me 
some idea of the work you are doing. 
While you are not engaged in actual 
war-fare you are l iv ing under actual 
war conditions and the experience 
must be wonderful." 

T H E T R A I N I N G OF B O Y SCOUTS. 
(By Scoutmaster, No. 20660, Boy 

Scouts of America, with Battery F , 
2nd Field Arti l lery, U . S. N . Y. ) 

Various criticisms of the Boy Scouts 
seem to be implied from the phrases 
frequently used in different organiza-

M i l i t a r y K n o w l e d g e G a i n e d by s g & 1 ^ 1 ^ ? ^ ! 
boy scout organizations of which the 
" B o y Scouts of Amer i ca 1 1 as now of
ficially named and recognized by an act 
of Congress wi th permission to use the 
official scout uniform is one of the most 
active. As one of many scoutmasters, 
assistant scoutmasters, scouts and for
mer scouts in the N . G. of tbe U . S., 
may I explain briefly what the scout 
movement means as carried out by the 
Boy Scouts of America. 

1. Tbe training, physical, mental and 
moral boys to be of ture American men 

2. The preparation of these coming 
American men for good citizenship both 
in peace and war. 

3. The education of the boy in his 
country's needs, that he may be ready 
to take such part as an American man 
should take in his country's affairs and 
be fully prepared to do so. 

" Be prepared " is therefore the motto 
to which H i s Excellency, The President 
of the United States, Woodrow Wilson 
has subscribed and to which Theodore 
Roosevelt, Wil l iam H . Taft and other 
prominent men of the United States 
nave subscribed, 
' The Boy Scouts of America have a 
national organiation of which the above 
mentioned gentlemen are presidents and 
honorary presidents. Local councils in 
most of the cities of the United States 
have-their own officers, subject in gen
eral to the policies of tbe National Coun 
cil . 

Troops are the units. Bach unit con
sists of 32 or less boys over 12 years 
of age. Bach troop has 4 patrols bear
ing names such as beaver, ahmeek, lion, 
etc.' Exceptional troops have more than 
32 boys. A troop is in charge of a 
scoutmaster and two or more assistants, 
a patrol has a patrol leader and an as
sistant patrol leader. 

The boys are trained in studying 
birds, animals, signaling and a l l other 
interesting and useful studies. 

The classes are tenderfoot, 2nd class 
1st class, and special classes such as 
eagle scout who must possess 21 merit 
badges in studies such as l i fe saving 
etc;, and is really able j o command re
spect for the patience and care of his 
service. 

Some of the troops have brass bands, 
drum corps and fife and drum corps. 
Others have developed into highly 
trained gymnasts, others have life sav
ing apparatus of high grade like breech
es, buoys and know how to use them 
with sk i l l . Every boy scout learns first 
aid in all of its branches. In short £ 
Bcout is helpful. ' ' He must be pre 
pared at any time to save life, help i n 
jured persons and share the home duties. 

He must do at least one good turn 
to somebody every d a y . " 

A scout is an honor to his home class, 
school, associaets an dno outfit need be 
ashamed of being likened to them, for 
the boys of the United States are 
going to be better prepared in the es
sentials of personal hygiene and sani
tation, in loyalty, patriotism and devo
tion to a good cause because they are 
scouts.. 

The United States National Guard 
may indeed be likened to the Boy Scout 
of America, for in tbe cardinal princi
ples of Americanism, neither wi l l be 
found wanting and w i l l earn the same 
words of enconium as the father of our 
country did, " F i r s t in Peace and F i rs t 
i n W a r . ' ' 

JANUARY & STORMS 
G e n t s ' F u r n i s h i n g s 

Headquarters for S p i r a l Leggins 

C l e a n i n g & P r e s s i n g 

MAIN S T R E E T 
M c A l l e n , T e x a s 

• • • 

QUESTIONS A N D A N S W E R S . 
To tbe Editor: Why do the 

men of the N. ' ,Y - Division walk tbe 
dusty roads in tbe hot sun ou Sundays.' 
they had enough of i t all week.— 
Pharr Observer. 

Answer: Psychologically explaiueo. 
it ia caused by the overpowering desire 
prominent in the soldier's make-up, to 
be somewhere else. That feeling 
brought us here, aud impels some of us 
to return and most of us to desire to 
go further south. 

To the Editor: What is the meaning 
of the term Bookie, and how do you 
tell them?—Native Civi l ian. 

Answer: That's i t , you can't tell 
them—anything. Most of them have 
to have i t hammered i n . They are the 
inexperienced men, who in their daily 
existence vainly try to improve in 
Field Service Regulations and the cus 
touts of the service. They usually 
" h i k e " with the red bandana rugs 
around their necks, and substitute 
handkerchiefs for their campaibn hats. 

I Pies Pies Pies 
A n y t h i n g f r o m a h a m s a n d w i c h t o a p l a n k e d s t e a k . T r y o u r C h i c k e n 

l a K i n g . 

D E L M O N I C O J r . C A F E N E X T T O C O M M E R C I A L H O T E L . 

M c A l l e n , T e x a s 

J A N U A R Y A N D STORMS. 

If you happen to see any of those 
dressy spiral leggins walking or riding 
down Main Street, McAl len, there's 
only one place where you can get them. 
That is the store of January & Storms. 
M r . Storms has found tbe sale of these 
popular English leggins sufficient to 
make i t worth while to specialize in 
them, although be carries a full line ot 
shirts and clothes as well. The spiral 
leggins are made of wool and are pre
ferred to canvas or leather because 
they always fit well, are cool and com
fortable and in tropical swamps, repel 

BS of snakes and insects. 

F I L M M E N T A K E N O T I C E . 
M r . T. R . Logan, proprietor of the 

Amusem Theatre, located near the 
camp of the 7th Infantry requests that 
all officers and men in the N . Y . D i v i 
sion who are connected in any capacity 
with the production of moving pictures, 
meet in front of his airdome at 3 p. m. 
on Friday, Sept. 22nd. 

A l i tt le get-together meeting of the 
film folk in Olive Drab is planned for 
this occasion. A few " s t i l l s " w i l l be 
taken for the Moving Picture World 
and perhaps" a few feet of ' ' act ion ' ' 
for the studio folks back home. This 
w i l l be the first time in the history 
of the great industry, in the U , S. A . 
that a convention of picture men on a 
war footing w i l l be held so i t is up to 
the .trade to engrave the event on cell
uloid for " m o v i e " posterity. 

T H E N A T I O N A L R I F L E 
M A T C H E S W I L L B E H E L D 

Secretary Baker has announced that 
the Annual National Rif le Matches 
scheduled to be held on the Florida 
State Range at Jacksonville next 
month wi l l take place despite the pres
ence of most of the Regular Army and 
National Guard units at tbe Border 
and in Mexico. 

Many of the former members of the 
state team in the N . Y . Division and 
many more expert riflemen who expect 
ed to compete for a place on the state 
tei in to represent the Empire State are 
di appointed in losing the opportunity. 

A l l the members of last year's New 
York State team are doing duty with 
the troops on the Border. 

THE KINDOF SOLDIERS 
WHO MAKE HISTORY 

N o t h i n g C o u l d D a u n t t b e 

C o u r a g e o f " T h e R a t t l e r ' s " 

L a t e s t O u t s i d e M a n 

NOT UP TO MEDICAL TEST.BUT THERE! 

To The RATTLER recently came a 
spunky little devil, and he came in a 
most peculiar way. He came r id ing 
the rods of a freight, and, weary, a l 
most unable to walk, dragged himself' 
in the fields near the station to sleepi 
Next morning he was befriended by 
some soldiers, who saw to i t that he 
got a room i n the town, and had food 
and drink to revive him. His name' 
is Charlie Jones, and he hails from 
New York City . He is not a tramp 
by any means. He came to McAl l en 
without money, friends, or any help, 
with the idea that he could enlist in 
some branch of the service, in spite 
of the fact that he was rejected at 
Camp Whitman by a medical officer of 
tbe 2nd Infantry because he was un
der weight and bad a bad heart. The 
opinion of the Medical Officer not
withstanding, his heart is a mighty 
good one and strong, according to 
those who have beard this story. Else* 
he never would have reached McAl len. 

Jones lives at 223 East 67th street, 
Manhattan, New York City. He is-
nineteen years old and when he left 
the city for his seventy mile hike to 
Whitman along the State road, he 
weighed about 126 pounds. Now he-
weighs something under 105. 

A l l ' h i s friends in his neighborhood 
enlisted with the 71st but Jones, a l 
though be wanted to come to the Bor
der, delayed too long and had the dis
appointment of watching " h i s " regi
ment entrain. Then he walked to Whit
man, for he heard that the 2nd was 
there and would be leaving soon. He-
went via auto, when able to catch a 
ride, but most of the journey was on 
foot. 

He didn't stop to think about wheth
er or not he had had sufficient train
ing to stand i t . He just went. A n d 
after rejection he just hiked back, got 
some fresh clothes and hiked back to 
Whitman once more. Then he hit the 
trai l for Washington along the State 
road and walked most of the way, 
working for his food when he could 
find work, and sleeping in the fields. 
From Washington he freighted. In this 
branch of hoboism he had no previous 
training either. He just did i t . 

He came down through the Carolinas, 
Georgia, Alabama, a corner of Mississip 
pi and through Louisiana, using mostly 
the Southern Pacific. In North Caro
l ina bis " b u s broke d o w n " and he 
walked almost a l l the way across 
South Carolina to Atlanta, Georgia, 
and f i f ty miles out of Atlanta before 
be could eatch another freight. At 
Jennings, Louisiana, he was arrested 
and " j u g g e d . " Finding a beer bottle 
opener, he loosened the rusted nuts on 
the bolts which held the lock to the 
door of his j a i l , took off the lock, and 
simply vamoosed. He was i n this 
shack six hours instead of thirty days, 
and was also two meals " t o the good." 

Again at a little station in Texas, 
somewhere near Beaumont, he wrestled 
with a large sized negro trainman on 
the top of a box ear, and threw him 
off. The negro broke his arm and 
went to the hospital, but Jones thinks 
it was the negro's own fault, because 
he told the fellow just what would hap
pen i f he tried,to put him off. How
ever, when Jones turned around'. to 
make sure his assailant hit the ground, 
he looked into a big black hole in the 
front of a Colt 45. The conductor 
handed him over to the sheriff and the 
sheriff handed him over to the " j u g " 
—which place is a good deal unlike 
Battery Q of the Second F . A . In 
this jug they were going to hold him 
for two days in order to fatten him 
up sufficiently so that he would be 
strong enough to work on the State 
roads for sixty days with a pair of 
bracelets on his ankles. He stayed 
thei e almost two days because they 
gave him plenty to eat and drink. But 
then he found another bottle opener 
from a New York brewery, by the. 
way—and took the lock away with 
him for a souvenir. Unfortunately he 
dropped it somewhere near Houston. 

Wel l , his troubles were about over, 
and the riding on the Santa Fe was* 
pretty good—exeept that the bumpers-
are harder than a Pullman berth, and 
he was mighty tired and hungry. But 
he reached McAllen, and after three 
days rest found employment with the 
circulation department of The RATTLER. 
It is agreed that young Jones is a rat
tling good " k i d , " and he'd be worth 
his thousand per i f he could be a soldier 
It took him more than two months to 
get 'here; and tbe most pathetic part 
of bis experience is that he could not 
get here in time to see " h i s " regiment 
off for New York. 

T H E A D M A N A G E R W R O T E THIS. 

Last week Msnsur's Grocery in Mis
sion wanted to advertise i n The Bat
tler. " W h y don't you make a special 
appeal to the 7th Regiment"?" we sug
gested—thus unconsciously waving the 
red f lag in the face of the 12th Regi
ment, which believes that i t and not 
the 7th is " N e w York 's Finest R e g i 
ment. *' 

The Rattler picks no fights. I t would 
much rather say nice things, sales-pro
ducing things than to knock, knock, 
knock. I f the Mess Sergeants of the 
Twelfth feel that they are the 
finest and want to spend money at M r . 
Mansur's and Messrs Field 's groceries, 
to prove i t , we urge them to go ahead. 
B y a l l mean 

God bless yon, my children. 

" W h a t ' s the trouble!" , asked the 
friend, 1 ' You seem to have some
thing on your m i n d . " 

" I have , " replied the conscientious 
citizen. " I ' m trying to figure out a 
proper course of action. I f I neglect 
to apply for enlistment my wife wi l l 
say I don *t love my country. And i f 
I display a willingness to leave home 
and march away to the war she'll say 
I don't love her."—Washington St»r. 

F A S H I O N S . 
It 's quite true on the Border 
In dress, there's no order— 
Each wears what she wil l 
And i t 's "comme i l f a u t " still 
Some beads and a- shawl 
Are quite jaunty withal ; 
And a smile's very nice 
For they never have ice. 

OUR HONOR R O L L . 

Yearly subscriptions in the order re
ceived: 

M a j . Cornelius Vanderbilt, Div. Staff. 
Mnj . S. F . Corbett, Corps of Engi

neers. 
Lieut. Leo F . Knust, 7th Infantry. 
Capt. Edward F . Dil lon, 69th Inf. 
Col. George Albert Wingate, 2nd 

Field Arti l lery. 
M a j . George E . Roosevelt, 12th Inf. 
Capt. Charles E . Fiske, 1st Calvery. 
Lieut. Hamilton H . Barnes, 1st Cav. 
M a j . Scott Button, 2nd Infantry. 
Lieut. Col Henry S. Sternberger, D iv ' 

Q. M . 
Capt. Guy Bates, Engineers. 
Horatio J . Brewer, Spokane, Wash. 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, J r . , Newport 

R. I . 
Lieut. Col. J . M . Wainwright, Insp. Gen. 
Dept. N . Y . 

Capt. Prentice Strong, N . Y . City, 
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Many of the officers and men now at 
McAllen .and other encampments are drink
ing 0f/e$bdc exclusively. 

Avoid the deleterious effects of the lo
cal strongly alkaline water by drinking 

ffhiteSocK. with a dash of lemon will instant
ly quench your thirst. 
fjfhiteffock is grateful to a deranged^ stomach. 
By drinking it you avoid the bad effects 
often induced by over-indulgence in pop 
and other soda-fountain preparations, es
pecially if they be served under untoward 
conditions. 

We are receiving many orders from 
home-friends of the officers and men now 
on the Border for ffhifcRod^ to be delivered 
directly to them, at their camps. 

T > ^ n \ r f r e s h l y b o t t l e d a t t h e S p r i n g , i s p r o c u r -
W J l l t e J x O C K a b l e o f a l l t h e g r o c e r y , d r u g a n d b o t t l e 

t r a d e i n a l l t h e e n c a m p m e n t p o i n t s . 

DRINK 

'The World's Best Table Water 
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News Sent In By Our Division Units 
1ST. B A T T A L I O N S I G N A L COUPS. 

"Wire less in alright, but we must 
t u l k ; " but M *• have straight talk. 
The story oa F a g * * of " T h e R a t t l e r " 
for September Gtlu gove just promin-
QII'CO and fa i r service at the terminals, 
but got Its central credit connections 
badly e too*-plunged. Beronnnt -Mne-
Lean, in charge of I 
lay-out. construction i 
McAl l en Camp telcpl 
longs to Company A . . 
Corps, and not to tli 
his activities were a 
columns one week n* 
cords resemble ours, 
was detailed from Headquarters, Com
panies A and B, of the New York Sig
nal Corps. The system has 'now been 
completed, &6 that every unit headquar
ters has an instrument on the l ine ; 
some, who st first wanted none, having 
sinco requested, and obtained, two sta
tions. The central, in a snug frame 
house within the Signal Corps camp, 
i s run continuously on eight hour 
shifts. (Would-be date makers* arc re
minded thnt the operator, being on dutv 
theoretical! v at least, wears a pistol at 

officers of the New York Division as 
Senior Instructor of the Army Signal 
School at Leavensworth, Kansas, vistt,-
ed the Signal Battalion on Fr iday , Sep
tember loth . Major WiMman ia a re
cognised international authority on rn-
d io-telegraphy. 

whose bat 
Eetaehment 

Major. Wm. II . Steers, M . C , Division 
Sanitary Inspector ,i» a dally visitor, 
and the Signalmen conceal a l l unfriend
ly germs u n t i l his of f ic ial vis it is over. 
If he finds time, which happens far too 
seldom, we Indues him* to extend his 
visit over cl inking lemonade, for he is 
one of our graduates, having served h i i 
first f ive years in the M i l i t i a with the 
Signal Corps. Therefore we forgive 
him his many peculiar traits and 
searching curiosity. His eyesight is 
st i l l 100-tO, right and left, even with
out glasses. 

The Kugineers. besides claiming our 
telephone work, have anticipated, with 
their night-burning white lights, an
other of our ways of delivering the 
goods; flip successful display of our 
Very pis to) signals, in white and green, 
hist Fr iday evening mav satisfy them 

Major Hallahan Informs us, as we go 
to press, that Major Olmsted, the- dis
tinguished First Assistant Chief of 
Stuff, has, devised a contrivance for 
overcoming that famous " s t a t i c " in 
radio-telegraphy. Said contrivance l i 
gently inserted in a shallow plate or 
dish of suitable material, containing 
the well-known but l itt le used formal
dehyde and sweetened milk. Major 
Hallahan declined to be quoted for 
publication, but our belief is that he 
thinks Major Olmsted, as it scientist., 
is a vcrv excellent and efficient As
sistant Chief of Staff . 

Baseball scores, the latest coin-

packs green mules, 
In passing learns the arts of a l l the 

schools f 
Who wrestles wire, shoots juice, eats 

on the run? 
Who totes n pistol, while his foes a 

gunf 
The Signalman. 

A . 8. H . 

1ST. C A V A L R Y . 
Since the appearance of the last 

RATTLER the 1st. Cavalry has moved in 
from Its summer home In the beautiful 
reuses swamp to its winter home In the 
suburbs of McAl len . The new camp 
w.i- toyed out from II. S. army specifi
cations and la in many respects a great 
improvement. It commands a view of 
almost a mile of cactus of the benutiful 
RIO Grande Valley (Valley ia the Mex
ican sense—signifying flat a* a pan* 
cake.) 

Our f irst taste of the new site was 
spitted with dust which blew round as 
freely as the mod flowed formerly. 
After that it rained and has been rain
ing steadily since. For the first time 
in two months we are able to go out
side daring a rainstorm without rub
ber boots. 

There is talk of organizing n ma-
liiine gun troop' for each aqundron of 
Cavalry. Whether or not thin troop 
would be divided into three parts, a pla
toon to be assigned to each troop, is 
not yet known. Tho necessity for more 
machine guns Is being felt constantly. 
It is the general opinion th.it It would 
be beneficial for each troop to have a 
machine gun platoon attached to It 
at all times. In t hi:, way a l l the men 
would become familiar with the opera
tion of the guns. 

that there 
their own. 

Signal Corps Radio Station 
star Shows be 

Since the camp telephone has been 
tied through with a commercial trunk 
line, long-distance connections have 
been made through our Central for 
talks from New York Ci ty with the 
New York Div is ion , and with local 
representatives of the New York news-

Beyond the l imits of the McAl len 
camp, the telephone construction and 
connect)on has : followed the various 
regimeote i ; : tin i i change of station; 
as. for example. connecting the 69th 
and End ft* Sterl ing 's Hunch with D i 
vision HeeJfauarter*. 

direct to Headquarter* at Mission, was 
handled fo promptly Hint the local de
tachment of tho 3rd Cavalry, accom
panied by: our Signal Corps men, with 
buzzer and telephone, wa* -turned our 
and en the road fur Madera i a exactly 
12 minutes. The flurry q u i r t l down, 
but has EWtalted tu Company I of the 
7th Infantry being sent to Madero; and 
they Imve been connected by telephone 
and telegraph with Mission and thence 
with Division and Regimental Head
quarters at M c A l l e u . 

The New York Signal Battalion op
erates nod maintains • stretch of the 
Border line, from Mission to Los Klm-
nos, west of Sam For.tyee, and has this 
twenty m i l * section under constant pa
tro l , 'under charge of Serj-t. F ly n i l , 

o f t h T iniarr-nleAnett^Hldslgo branch 
of the Border l ine. 

The radio sections under Sergeants 
Upson ami Wadelton, stationed for the 
past three weeks in the interior at 
Sterling's Ranch and Young's Ranch 

Norton's section. This section moved 
to L a Gloria on f5f*i»tt>inber l.'Ith. for 

munique* from the European and Mex
ican war zone*, and strike, paralysis 
and New London Conference news, are 
now furnished the Camp early each 
evening over Company B ' t buzzer tele
graph line to the Border, connecting 
with the through River servic. 

Corporal Klger. who has been so
journing for several days with the 
elect at the Camp Hospital, has been 
returned for duty. His being a case 
of mere tonsilitls. sis stay was not pro
tracted, but he brings with him talcs 
of lady nurses, egg-nogs, fresh milk, 
poached egg*, beds with springe nt:d 
mattresses, white dishes, end knives 
and forks.. And we are a l l disgusting-

•. I n the meantime, i f a maa is oheerv* 
ed standing in the middle of the rand, 
acting like n ono-nrmcd paper-baoeyr 
chasing a Mexican flea, that wi l l be a 
Signal man attempt lug to perform on* 
duty before another one overtakes aim. 

Our amiable post office superintend < 
cut, and *'collector of gossip*', Berg*. 
Child*, has joined the ranks of wentV 
«»r prophets, for he has fallen down sad
ly on his latest gist of " i n s i d e " ru
mours from the post office mi l l . Sergt 
Beat, U s camp assistant io B. F . 1».. 
opine-' thnt the " r e a l goods" is that 
we w i l l leave by the f irst . What 
month, Sergeantf 

Setbeaut Hoi ton, our blond Bnttal 
ion Supply Sergennt, spends his vach 
lion here try ing to make mules, wagon-
mid drivers f i t one .another, besrdei 

operations. Requisitions and lemonmti 
also occupy his •pare time. To his fro 
•jiieiit que tion, " W h i c h one shall I d( 
f i r s t ! " , the answer is always " A l l " 
He fans able foremen, especially Cor
poral Fox in building, and Private 
Hflight on the water system. 

Troop K , tired of looking through 
the back of their touts at the I troop 
pultin:, have opened up the iieiiHuu by in
stalling a double row of It foot date 
palms. We await with some anxiety! 
the act loos of L troop. I f this decora
tive competition becomes keen i t is pos
sible to conceive of L troop sotting 
themselves up to lofty ooooanut palms 
mid M troop importing u flock of the 
famous Genesee wild oaks. (Fancy 
sowing wild oaks la Hidalgo county! > 
I n thin way we might Wake up some 
morning to f ind ourselves l iv ing in a 
jungle. 

I t is rumored that K troop bought 
their pnlms for $1 per. This is not 
mentioned In a deprecatory spirit but 
merely with the hope that i t may f a l l 
under the eye of a northern florist. • 

There should also be a limit to the 
public building craze, just as there is 
tin attempt being made to limit com
petition in skyscrapers in the north. 1 
H troop tends of f with a board side-
walk. O troop tehee the buck with a 
Middle house. Tomorrow A or B will 
probably play a new device for painless 
watering of' horses. Who knows but 
wo may live to sec the day of the two 
story marble L a Turremie! 

The 1st. Cavalry figured prominent
l y in the battle of Edinburg. Just 

object to command respect. There wore 
some very gallaet charges in which a 
number of pedestrian mil it ia almost 
got stepped oa proving the old military 
axiom that it is unwise for even the In
fantry to go Io sleep in the middle of 
a battlefield.* 

Many of u i at least saw Edinburg, 
the county seat of Hidulgo county. I t 
is :i vhuriuiiig old town of the period of 
1910, consisting of an enormous court 
house, an enormous school, n business 
block, three saloons, three inhabitants 
and miles of beautiful cactus. 

The regiment recently 
shipments of strictly tn 
ear load lots from the f i 
Totton. These hopeful yi 
their varnish st i l l unsen 
Toxhs thorn have been f 
use In the kitchen and si 

They arrived at Me AI 

received * ft 
w rookies In 
story nt Fort 
uugHlcrs with I 
tehod bv the 

nothing ut n i l and tin 
looked as i f they mis 

I that their relnsj 
scompllshed only b 
a some one or o t h i 
of window hum: hi 

general happened along and 

Captain Wm. C. Whiteser, :tiith U. 
B. Infantry, when inspecting the Signal 
Battalion on - September 7th, sent t r i a l 
messages of inquiry to the wireless 
sections a t Young s and Sterl ing 's 
ranches, and the wire stations nt Mis 
sion and Pharr , and got answers and re-
jiortfl. from till In less than one hour's 
t i n e for the " r o u n d t r i p ' - . 

The work of the ' corps has been 
greatly facil itated by the arrival early 
thin month of the ful l quota of horses 
and pack animals. Now each man is 
individually mounted and can move 
quickly to whichever place he Is moot 
needed, and the table Guard is getting 
its much-needed exercise by the light 
of the moon. The chief nurses under 
" D o c t o r " Holt on are Sergeants f 'nrsey 
and Twining , who are ably assisted by 
Sergeants Frawley and Howe, mid pr i -

Msjur Hallahan «n» given over 1|I« 
study of " P r o p e r Onre of the F e e t " , 
and abandoned bin endeavor to adapt 
the infantry pack to Signal Corps 
needs, by including five miles of wire 
and n 117-pound generator, which oip 
gaged his attention the..first Ave or 
six weeks of our stay iu Texas, in i"nv*of 
of the more bri l l iant , i f elusive, prob
lem of how to water l a v animals from' 

C a m p T e l e p h o n e E x c h a n g e 
thorn/ ; r and Schutta have 

l i ters office look id
entic and 84th Street, 
iv to join even the 
and have changed 
from ' ' VanderbUt 
leu, Signal 6 " . The 
indly ask for the lat 
y desire speech with 

to L a < 
with th 

B loft at* 0.00 A . M : on 
45th, for the " R a n c h 

be out on hike three days, 
to lay wire from Sterling 

a, for wire communication 

Major (jemcii.l l», Wlldmsn, Signal 
CorpH, IT. K, A, , well known to maiiy 

and LesselH try 
for social diver

sions, as their duties as company First 
Sergeants nro strenuous. The Otto 
Bros., Inc., t ry to please .Company A 
In their department store, where they 
dispense good clothing, hardware, gro
ceries and meats. Their rivals In Com
pany B. are Sergeants,John Smith and 
Gr i f f in . (Pdv Advt.) 

Believing in universal representa
tion, our branch submits an additional 
verse for the ballad on, Pago - l , of Num
ber .:, of " T h e R a t t l e r " : 

Who drills foot, cart and mounted; 

They sleep now In the place where 
we used to hang our rifles and, open 
mouthed, - on k up information like 
sponges droppen into a bath tub. I t 
Is nuts for the boys who are not non 
coins but are never the less bubbling 
over with useful military information. 

A supply troop and a headquarters 
troop have been organised in the regi
ment. The former under the command 
of Captain Mnckl i i i w i l l take care of 
the more efficient handling and dis
tribution of supplies and forage. The 1 
Headquarters troop wi l l take euro of a i 
head quarters paper work. This organ
ization is under the command of Cap
tain Currie. When fully recruited i t 
wi l l contain 59 nieu, 30 have been de
tailed for the work up to date. p 

We have been paid again. There m 
a persistency about these pay masters 
which . is monotonous once they • get 
started. . 

D. D. S. 

In Justice 
to Mission! 

TH E R A T T L E R r e c o r d s w i t h g r i e f t h e f a c t t h a t M I S S I O N , 
t h e m o s t h o s p i t a b l e c i t y o f t h e V a l l e y * , n o w c o n t a i n s n o t a 
s i n g l e N e w Y o r k G u a r d s m a n s a v e f o r i t s m o u n t e d g u a r d s . 

T h e w i t h d r a w a l o f t h e N e w Y o r k t r o o p s f r o m M i s s i o n 
m u t t b e l a i d t o e x p e d i e n c y . T h r e e r e g i m e n t s w e r e s u b t r a c t e d 
f r o m t h e d i v i s i o n . I t w a s n e c e s s a r y a n d a d v i s a b l e t o c o n c e n t r a t e 
t h e r e m a i n i n g t r o o p s i n t w o c a m p s . M i s s i o n d r e w t h e u n l u c k y 
b l a n k . 

W e c a n d o l i t t l e t o w a r d c o r r e c t i n g t h e " t y p h o i d " r u m o r s , 
t h e " y e l l o w f e v e r " a n d w o r s e r u m o r s w h i c h , c i r c u l a t i n g o v e r t h e 
c o u n t r y , h a v e d o n e t h e a m b i t i o u s c i t y o f M i s s i o n i n c a l c u l a b l e h a r m . 

B u t w e c a n h e l p M i s s i o n b y a i d i n g i t s s t o r e s t o u n l o a d t h e i r 
s h e l v e s o f g o o d s b o u g h t f o r t h e N e w Y o r k t r a d e — g o o d s m a r k e d a t 
f a i r p r i c e s * — g o o d s w h i c h y o u a n d y o u r f r i e n d s w a n t . 

T H E R A T T L E R u r g e s a l l o f f i c e r s , c o m p a n y s u p p l y s e r 
g e a n t s a n d i n d i v i d u a l s t o l e n d t h e i r p a t r o n a g e t o t h e f o l l o w i n g 
M i s s i o n s t o r e s : 

H A Y E S - S A M M O N S H A R D W A R E C O . 

P A L A C E O F S W E E T S . M A N S U R ' S G R O C E R Y . 
A R M S T R O N G & S C O T T , H a b e r d a s h e r s . 
F I E L D B R O S . , G r o c e r y . M A N H A T T A N C A F E 
R O Y A L C R E A M P A R L O R . M I S S I O N H O T E L 
C I T Y D R U G S T O R E . M I S S I O N D R U G S T O R E . 

M I S S I O N L U M B E R C O . V A L L E Y M E R C A N T I L E C O . 
M I S S I O N I C E , L I G H T & W A T E R C O . 
H E A T H E M A Y , B o t t l i n g W o r k s . C J . T I L L E R , D r y G o o d s . 

FRED B. BARTON, Business Manager Rio Grande'Rattler 

5 * 3 x" 

IROWNSVILLE 

Find Brownsville, 
Then look along 
Mexican border for 
McAllen # and Mission 

W h a t a n O p p o r t u n i t y ! 
Uncle Sam paid your car fare 2117 miles to get here. Will you 
spend ten dollars to visit Gorpus Ghristi—ten dollars for a swim 
in the Gulf? 

Or a few dollars more to visit San Antonio or Galveston, the 
two famous cities of the Southwest? 
The railroad that is colonizing the Gulf Goast--that runs cleaner 
trains than Phoebe Snow herself rides on—that operates an ex
tensive freight, express, mail and passenger service without ac
cident or undue delay--* 

This is the Gulf Coast Lines. Remember us the next time you visit TEXAS* 

G U L F C O A S T L I N E S | 
OIL-BURNING PASSENGER S E R V I C E — N O SMOKE 

J. S. PYEATT, Pres. and Gen. Mgr., Houston 
C. W. STRAIN, Gen. Pss. Agent, Houston 

H. W. PINNICK, Gen. Agent. Passenger Dept., McAllen 

http://th.it
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