
>It is not the purpose of " T h e 
Ratt ler> to sting, but to get out 
a rattling good newspaper. 

t h £ : 

B I O G R A N D E R A T T L E R 

Circulation 16,000 Copies. 

Are Ton Bending a Copy Home? 

P u b l i s h e d i n t h e F i e l d b y t h e N e w Y o r k D i v i s i o n 

H I D A L G O C O U N T Y , T E X A S , A U G U S T 2 3 „ 1 9 1 6 , 8 P A G E S P R I C E F I V E C E N T S 

"The Strength of the Wolf i s the Pack, but the Strength of the Pack i s the Wolf" 

A M E S S A G E F R O M T H E G O V E R N O R 

S T A T E O F N E W Y O R K 
E X E C U T I V E C H A M B E R 

C a p i t o l , A l b a n y , Auffuat 18,1916. 
" I a m d e e p l y g r a t e f u l of h a v i n g t n e o p p o r t u n i t y to express 

m y p r i d e a n d t h a t of every c i t i z e n o f , t h e State i n the sp lend id 
s p i r i t s h o w n b y t h e so ld iers o f the N a t i o n a l G u a r d of N e w 

Y o r k , w h o so w i l l i n g l y a n s w e r e d the c a l l t o a rms w h e n i t sound
ed . * w 

" O u r S t a t e n o t o n l y f u r n i s h e d p r o m p t l y the quota r e 
q u i r e d , b u t p r e p a r e d t o s e n d m a n y m o r e , each u n i t -at w a r 
s t r e n g t h . T h o s e w h o w e r e f o r c e d t o r e m a i n b e h i n d showed b y 
t h e i r k e e n d i s a p p o i n t m e n t t h e i r p a t r i o t i s m a n d t h e i r des ire to 
serve t h e i r c o u n t r y . 

" N o one apprec ia tes m o r e t h a n I do the sacrif ices w h i c h 
h a v e b e e n m a d e b y t h e so ld iers o f N e w Y o r k i n o r d e r t o f u l f i l l 
X h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s t o the c o u n t r y a n d to the flag. A g a i n o u r 
S t a t e h a s d o n e m o r e t h a n t h a t w h i c h w a s m e r e l y r e q u i r e d o f i t 
i n o r d e r t o p r o t e c t the U n i t e d States . 

" I b e l i e v e t h e e n t i r e n a t i o n i s d e e p l y g r a t e f u l t o N e w Y o r k 
w h i c h h a s f u r n i s h e d s u c h a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e t roops a t 
t h e B o r d e r a n d s u c h a s p l e n d i d f o r c e . " 

C H A R L E S S . W H I T M A N . 

M a j . G e n l J o h n F O R y a n 

C o m m a n d i n g N . Y . D i v i s i o n . 

ON HIKE A N D 

IN BIVOUAC 

A l l B r i g a d e s S t a r t R e g i 

m e n t s I n F i e l d M a n e u v e r 

- S u p p l y O f f i c e r s T e s t 

SOLDIERS STANDING TEST WELL 

The program for the practice marches 
and maneuvers of the infantry com 

I mands of the New York Division com-1 with whicl 

^that 'eleven days of hiking and field 
j*trork w i l l havo been completed hy_each 
vta^ffllaaenfagfai<j 8epJig*dT>e'r-S. 'i'ne litn, 
l ^ i s t arifl?ffftf^egTmT«itg, of the 1st, 2nd 
i l i i d 3rd Brigades respectively, have now 

een on the march for a week, and the 
ther outfits wi l l follow at intervals 

mti l August 28, when the 12th, 69th 
and 74th which are the last to start, 

' .will get under way. 
& * The object of these practice hikes is, 
."primarily, to test the efficiency of the 
Supply Officers who w i l l work under 

! conditions entirely new to most of them 
and to give the line officers experience 
i n handling their troops in this kind of 
country Also, the men w i l l become 
thoroughly hardened by the marches 
and skirmishing; and w i l l gain valuable 
'experience i n taking care of themselves 
in the field, which w i l l prepare them for 
any eventuality later on. 

Every care has been taken by the 
'Commanding officers to provide for the 
comfort of the men and to see that 

-?these field maneuvers are not any more 
ft hardship than is absolutely neces-

jHSfc Natural ly , the greatest, difficulty 
been in locating sufficient and 

.'fable water supplies along the route, 
profiting by the experience of the 

'ffional cavalry organizations who 
.already covered the route, i t is 

scted the men w i l l not be put to 
serious discomfort for lack of wat-

A t Young's Ranch, where each outfit 
~ips at for one night, there is a 
j j iming hole, which is large enough to 

ve an entire regiment a comfortable 
itb and swim. 
The program has been arranged so 

jjfhet each command w i l l cover 82 miles 
approximately eleven days. The 

the farthest point from their camp they 
reach w i l l only be about 25 miles. The 

the route outlined above. The 71st is al 
ready seven days on its way and wi l l 
be followed by the 7th and 12th Regi
ments on August 22nd and 28th respect
ively. 
- The 3rd Brigade, whose home station 

ia at Pharr, wi l l bivouac the first night 
at M c Allen and then Mission and com
plete the same itinerary as the 1st and 
2nd Brigades. The 3rd Regiment, as 
was stated above, started out on August 
16th and wi l l be followed by the 23rd 
on August 22nd and the 74th on August 
28 th _ 

In Mission, Pharr, Me Allen and Edin
burgh the men wi l l bo granted town 
leave at the discretoin of their com
manders. Facilities w i l l probably be af
forded the men for sending back mail 
every day or bo. The entire march of 
course, w i l l bo in the flat'open country 

the men have become fam-
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ilia.- in theirj oompWytnUilts. O u e - ^ s -
tiyn of the route, however ,embj>aeM' a 
praetk-nl rtpwrt nnd i t w i l l n e a severe 
test of endurance as the trail wi l l be 
either choked with loose, drifting sand 
or thick mud. 

These field maneuvers are being held 
under conditions which are entirely dif
ferent from anything the New York 
Division has yet participated in and 
every officer and enlisted man w i l l 
be on his mettle to demonstrate to the 
public at home and abroad that the 
United States National Guard is capa
ble of taking its place Bide by side 
with the regular army and of giving a 
most excellent account of itself. 

A F E W T E L E G R A M S 

Copy of telegram!* sent to prominent 
statesmen and soldiers by our editor: 
' "Confidential ly , when wil l the N . Y . 
Divis ion return n o r t h ? " 

Replies to Date 
" T h e matter w i l l have careful con

sideration at Cabinet meeting to be 
held about Nov. Iff.*' WOODBOW 

"The weather here ia very warm. 
— L E O N A R D WOOD 

"Tomorrow, i f my Influence has any 
weight at Washington .—CARBANZA 

" G r a p e juice should be added to the 
r a t i o n , " — B I L L B R Y A N 

"Suggest Kaiser Wi l l iam and pos
s ib ly Emperor of Japan as only persona 
who might facil itate. Think i t over . " 

— B I L L O R B 
'first day out some of the regiments w i l l 
cover six miles and the rest 3 miles ac
cording to the station, they start from, 

d work up to 16 miles, which wi l l be 
e longest single day hike of the trip, 
•re w i l l be two days l o r each outfit 

hen they w i l l cover but 3 miles. 
Owing to the comparatively short dis

tances covered each day, there w i l l be 
amide opportuniy for field maneuvers, 
whieb wi l l be held a t the discretion of 
the commanding officers of the respect 
ive unite. Each regiment w i l l advance 

they would i f proceeding 
)ugh hostile territory, outposts being 
tionod at every halt. Of fleers w in 

keep war diaries, da i ly field orders w i l l 
be issued and route sketches made 
Of-course each man w i l l carry his f u l l 
field equipment with rations, and each 
regiment w i l l be accompanied by i t s 
field ambulances, wagons, auto tracks, 
etc., making the hike have a i l the ap
pearances of actual swrvice and ren
dering it as tutcrewtiog as possible to 
the men. 
'Ta« 1st Jlrigadc .located at Mission, 

camps at the following points i a rota
tion; A It oo, Sterl ing 's Ranch, L a Glor ia 
Hterling's Ranch, J.agurm Heea,, Youngs 
Ranch, iMfiohtfrg, ofeAflen and (wok to, 
Mission; The M t h , o f thi« Brigade, in 
already on the road and w i l l complete 
I'm Itinerary by August rfdtn. On A u g 
ust *f»d, the t a d Regiment w i l l get 
umler^way, followed on Angust '-'fitIt by 

' ^ h o regiment* of the 2ad Brigade, 
starting Worn s^ Al ien w i l l samp at mise 
Miwdou the first s ight and then fo l low mark 

" W e have just arrived. 
— Q ' R Y A N , 

" A r r i v e d at Winnepeg today, st i l l 
soffering from Texas heat. No time to 
answer. A m continuing n o r t h . " 

J — D A R L I N G T O N 

C A U S E F O B T H I R D A L A R M ? 

" F i r e ! K t r e l " the plereing cry of 
warning rang out upop the morning a ir . 
Even the policeman on the beat was 
startled into {apprehensive attention, 
and ae the thick, black smoke rolled 
sluggishly out of the top window of the 
erowded tenement and the flames burst 
forth with a roar and a crackle. 

B a t we are fjorgetting ourselves. The 
fire did not take place on Delaocey 
Street but righlt on the railroad trucks 
in front of Div i s ion Headquarters on 
Thursday, the hottest day of the week. 
Several hundred bales of new hay were 
destroyed, 

Tbe whole regiment of 3rd Inf. , biv
ouacked at Headquarters, deserted tbe 
Federal pny-mudtcr and served man* 
ful ly as freight/engiiien to push a train 
of box ears put of the danger /.otic. A 
squad from t i e headquarters detach*1 

meat rescued a muls after It had been 
sloged hf.Vbm quick end intense heat 
of the flawsai' 

' I f that m i l r o a d str ike hits us, we 11 ( 
• that h /ay , " was the laconic, re- , 
rk o f one.man who saw tbe bJaze. 1 

A D J U T A N T S E V E R A L 

B ARRIVES IN C A M P 

C o m m e n c e s t h e W o r k o f 

G i v i n g T r o o p s S t a t e P a y 

- W e l c o m e N e w s 

STATE FUNDS TO BE ADVANCED 

Brigadier General Louis ' \V. Stotes-
bnry, The Adjutant General of New 
York, arrived at Me A lien last week 
and began immediate preparations for 
paying the Division the difference be 
tween federal pay and that authorized 
by the state when the National Guard 
is ou duty for state purposes. 

In an interview on Friday last, with 
a reporter for The Rattler, Gen. Stotes-
bury said: 

" I am here prepared to pay the New 
York'troops the difference between the 
state and federal rate of pay from the 
date of the call for mobilization until 
actual muster into the federal service. 
The state forces were, as a matter of 
fact, under federal jurisdiction am) 
subject to federal pay from the time of 
reporting at company rendezvous. 

'The state rate of pay for officers 
while in the state service is from ten 
to forty per cent more than the base 
pay of National Guard officers in the 
federal service, the increase being made 
according to length of service. For 
enlisted men the base pay in the feder
al service is about one third of that pro
vided under mil itary law for l ike 
grades.in the state service. 

" T b e Governor has ordered that for 
purposes o f p a y tho troops 'wi l l be con
sidered as in the state service unti l 
actually mustered into the U . 8. service. 
This wi l l make a difference of from ten 
to twenty dollars for enlisted men and 
as high as forty per cent difference for 
officers. 
" I t is Governor Whitman's desire that 
this payment be made with all possible 
dispatch, avoiding alt. red tape and ad
herence to prescribed forms where i t is 
not absolutely essential. When federal 
roll* have been prepared, I am compu
ting the difference and making pay
ments on retained copies. Being right 
here on the ground, necessary correct
ions' can be made and certificates ob
tained, which would otherwise have in 
volved weeks of correspondence with 
its attendant delay i n paying the 
troops 

" I have been here less than a week 
And have already paid four organiza
tions approximately fifty thousand dol
lars. From now oo I expect to be able 
to take care of an organization a d a y . " 

" I t is al t . real money too, continued 
General Stotosbary, " 1 am making a i l 
payments in cash and this is the first 
time within my knowledge that the 
state has paid in currency. I came 
prepared to pay by check i f desired, 
but upon submitting the question to 
commanding officers I found that cask 
would be preferable. 

" T h e r e is another .proposition which 
tho Governor has approved that wi l l bo 

here. The military law of tho state 
provides an allowance for organiza
tions equal to $1.60 for eoch enlisted 
rnan\present for duty fit each of five 
ompnlsory drills or parades, for the 

purpose of defraying necessary mili
tary expenses. This fund which amounts 
to oight dollars • per man per year is 
ordinarily made available at the close 
of the calendar year, based upon returns 
filed in December. In order to make 
part of .this fund available to meet 
present emergencies in the field, it is 
proposed to divide the fund into two 
payments making the allotment for 
the lirst six months immediately avail 

le. Tbe drills and parados reported 
should be for the period prior to the 
mobilization. 
' * Considerable criticism has been heard 
at home upon the delay i n equipping 
our state forces—not only those mus 
tered into the federal service but those 
organizations left at home which upon 
the President's call wore promptly 
.brought to war strength and ordered 
ko Our mobilization camp in anticipa 
kion of an emergency that was thei 
thought to exist. I t was deemed tho 
fcart of reasonable foresight and patriot I 
Ism to have these additional forces 
leady to supplement tho troops actually 

ailed into service, 
The public generally did not under-

taiid that all of our military equipment 
ad clothing comes from federal sourc-
i . I t cannot be procured fiout other 

onrces. It is not a question of having 
funds to purchase. Tho prescribed 
lothiug and equipment can only be 
btained from the federal government 
nd not elsewhere. 
*' For years In New York we have been 

i -yiug to induce the federal authorities 
I ) store the war strength property with . 
i l the state, offering to set apart in our 
i rmories adequate storo room which 
i ight be held under the control of 
i ideral officers,, so that i n case of a 
i i l l the clothing and equipment neeea-
t ,ry for the increase to war strength 
i ould be on hand. As a matter of 
i iet i n a l l armories recently erected 
I T the state such a room has been i n -
c uded. Legal obstacles, however, were 
f iund to such an arrangement, and so 
vfiiea the call came, the property was 
iiht on hand and organizations ordered 
to the mobilization camp either had to 
t i k e men unequipped or leavo thorn at 
heme stations. The rul ing of the fed
eral authorities was that no property 
with the exception of blankets and 
mess kits, could be Issued unti l tho or
ganization was actually mustered into 
the Federal service. It took weeks to 
bring about an adjustment which f inal 
ly enabled tbe state authorities to ful ly 
equip the organizations that were left 
at home. They stood on manfully under 
the hardships and discomfort which 
sttoh delay entailed, but when they 
were finally equipped at fu l l war 
strength they wore splendid military 
units. I f occasion should come they 
are prepared to join the troops here 
ou toe border, for after forty days of 
intensive f ield training which they 
drilled at Camp Whitman, they wilt not 
be • found far short, in condition or 
rnpnrity for arduous work, of the 
troops in service here. 

" I think tbe troops here have accom
plished wonders, front reports of the 
intense heat conditions generally I ex.* 
peeted to see men with drawn facte 

A staff representative bad an inter
view with the Major General command-
big, Saturday in reference to obtaining 
a few words to the members of his 
command in the first issue of Tho Bat
tler. Tho General said: 

' ' I presume they would prefer to have 
me answer two question a rather than 
speak on the subject of discipline, sani
tation or trainiug. The two qnestions 
I have In mind are: 1—What are wo 
here fort 2—-When are we going hornet 

Io answering the tirstr question my 
sole source of information is the Presi
dent 'a Proclamation. In that procla
mation the President says: " H a v i n g 
In mind the possibility of future ag
gression on the territory of the United 
states and the necessity for the proper 
protection of same, the President has 
thought proper to exercise the authority 
vested in him by the Constitution and 
laws and call out the Organized Mi l i t ia 
and National Guard necessary for that 

i purpose.'' 
I As we know from conversation with 

people along the border aggressions 
were more or less continuous up to the 
arrival of the National Guard, and that 
since that time all aggressions have ceas 
cd, and our fellow citizens of Texas, 
residents along the border have enjoyed 
a feeling of security which they had 
not expericiced for many months be
fore our arrival here. 

I cannot answer the second question 
as to how long we shall be here, be
cause I have no information affecting 
the question except that which is pa
tent to all . I have read and enjoyed a 
little verse rumored to have been writ
ten by one of our cavalry on the sub
ject of the length of our stay, entitled 
'•* OhrktsiK* at MeAUcny'' Abased cp^» 
a statement attributed to ine that we 
would eat our Christmas dinner here. 
Anything further I might say in regard 
to this second question therefore would 
be. in the realm of speculation. 

The occasion seems opportune to say 
• ., I a few words concerning the results of 
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ATTRACTING FAVORABLE ATTENTION 

The health of the New York D i v i 
sion due to the character of its person
nel, its discipline and the rigid rules 
regarding "booze , " is so remarkable 
that the official reports concerning the 
sick rate should be of interest not only 
to the men of the Division but to those 
misguided- and emotional persons at 
home who have been breaking into the 
press about "conditions on the border." 

The figures given below 'indicate that 
the highest sick rate was that of July 
27, when but two and a fraction men j 
out of every hundred were i l l . After 
the first few days of August and down 
to the present time tho rate has been 
that heretofore attainable only by well 
seasoned troops. 

STATISTICS—Dai ly sick rate. 

July 10 
Julv 20 
Jufv 21 
July 22 
Julv 23 
July 24 
J u l y 25 
Julv 26 
July 27 
July 28 
J u l y 29 
"July 30 
July 31 
Aug. 1 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug . 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug . 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug . 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 

. .0141 

...0132 

. . .0166 

...0177 

. . .0145 

...0161 
...0208 
. ..0228 
. ..0276 
. ..0270 
. ..0263 
...0229 

,...0265 
,...0245 
.. ..0242 
.. ..0202 
....0193 
....0196 
....0168 
....0162 
....0144 
....0131 
. . ..0130 
....0136 
....0140 
....0124 
....0133 

and weary eyes. I have seen no man 
out of condition and the pereentage 
of sick is below that of any locality 
from which the men ore drawn. Of 
course that is because they are picked 
men in tho first place, but there scorns 
to bo magic in the air for in spite of 
the heat and hard work tho men seem 
filled with energy, enthusiasm and de
termination " t o see the job through" 
even i f i t does take until after Christ
m a s . " 
• General Stotcshury is assisted by 

Major Francis L . V . Hoppin, 1st Lieut. 
Frank J . K i r w i n and six civi l ian clerks 
of the " p a y l i ce t . " 

classed as those personal to us, and 
those that affect us as a tactical unit. 
So far as the first class ia concerned 
it is common knowledge that many offi
cers and men are performing their ser
vice here at great personal sacrifice. 
A substantial percentage of this class 
have been discharged, but the total 
number of discharges and requests for 
discharge, when the strength of the 
Division is considered, is relatively 
small. Some . regimental commanders 
report the number of men to be dis
charged in their regiments for any 
cause other than expiration of period 
enlistment, is practically negligible. A 
substantial number of the men whose 
terms of enlistment have expired are 
re-enlisting. In some cases where ex
cess officers are required to be muster
ed out by the "War Department, they 
have accepted commissions in lower 
grades in order to remain with the D i 
vision on the border! 

Contrary to the predictions of those 
who continue to give publicity to the 
hostile views in the New York press, , 
the record made by the National Guard 
of the country is regarded by all sol-
}sjn aqi nj -3|qcxicin3J es Sjaip 
place, the National Guard subscribed-
en masse to the new Federal oath, and 
with remarkable speed and absence jof 
confusion were transported, in most 
cases more than two thousand miles, to 
tho border. This country has never 
seeu such fine regiments as some of 
those we have in the New York Divis
ion. Perhaps other National Guard D i 
visions now have similar regiments. 
The Second New YoTk Infantry, for 
example, has a strength of 1688 officers 
and men. The Third N . Y . Infantry 
has a strongth of 1595 officers and men. 
The 71st N . Y . Infantry has 1543 offi
cers and men. Signal Corps and Sani
tary units, Cavalry and Field Arti l lery 
wore practically at war strength for 
months proceeding the President's call , 
and heucc these organizations have few -
recruits. 

I f the people of New York state 
could seo the thousands of strong bronz
ed young men. constituting the N . Y . 
Division swing by on their marches, 
they would thri l l with pride over their 
representatives in the V .S. Army. 

Upon the arrival of the Division in 
Texas an order was issued prohibiting 
the men of the Division entering sa
loons or drinking any form of alcholic 
drink, and from subjecting their bodies 
to infection. A published appeal was 
made to tho men to carry out this or
der in letter and spirit, the response 
to this request being remarkable. There 
have been practically no eases of i n 
toxication and the number of men who 
havo violated the regulation about the 
use of liquor have boon negligible. The 
result of all this is that tho men of the. 
Division are physically fit, alert ndu 
ready for service. That 19,000 men 
wil l go without liquor in any form and 
faithfully comply with such rigid reg
ulation affecting their morals, indieatea 
a standard of discipline and a self re
spect that are sources of genuine pride. 
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MILITARY POLICE 

L t . C o l ! M c L e a n E s t a b l i s h e s 

H i g h R e c o r d o f 

E f f i c i e n c y 

MAJOR B U T T O N l i J W IN COMMAND 

Under the efficient command of the 
I t . Col, Robert McLean of the 7th. N. 
Y . Xnt', the Mil i tary Police Force of 
McAllon, Pharr and Mission, have prov-
on their ability i n policing these three 
towns, "Whon we take into consideration 
the number of men mobilized in these 
three towns and the amount of police 
allotted to each to keep law and order, 
i t is beyond one's imagination to real
ize how ho few men can control the ac
tions of the soldiers coming and going 
into each town from their vairous 
camps. 

C R A W F O R D m R U D O L P H 
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L t . Col. Robert McLean 
Naturally tho police force was made 

up of picked men from each unit "o'f 
the division, not only for their physical 
ability, out their neatness, good judg
ment, and courteous treatment. A t 
first the force worked under great dif
ficulties, not alone in keeping the men 
in order and requiring them to live 
under certain rules and regulations, but 
as to the trouble in sleeping and mess 
quarters. The force at McAllen soon 
overcame these obstacles by building 
their own mess and cook shack, which 
by the way, is one of the best erected 
in tho Division. When cooks were de
tailed to the Mil i tary police i t was a 
signal for great rejoicing, as the men. 
at times had to eat and pay for their 
own food/, at the mit:tnnits_ ,'. 

Lieut. Edward 0. O. Thomas, Co 
71st Inf.,' has handled the situation, at 
McAllen in a very commendable man 
ner. This is by far the largest en
campment of the divgion. During the 
early part of his administration, the 
Mexican village was shut off to all en 
lister men after 7:30 p. m., owing to the 
fact that a great many of the men were 
not accustomed to the habits of the 
Mexicans, but after having mingled 
with them for a few days, during the 
daytime, the village was opened to the 
men at a l l times, with very little trou
ble to the police force. 

The greatest amount of trouble to 
the 'Military Police is the order which: 
forbids the enlisted men from entering! 
a place where liquors are sold. Men of! 
the force were stationed at every sa
loon, of which there are about eight i n 
McAllen, to enforce this order. True! 
to the traits of the soldier, they found 
the back entrances very convenient,' 
and at times the Mil i tary Police made 
raids on the places delivering liquor to 
the men i n the rear. A l l these raids 
were very effective, and this practice 
has practically stopped. As to the mor
al conduct of the men in these three 
towns, nothing can be said, as i t is perj-
feet. Mayor Archer and all other 
tradesmen in McAllen have time and 
again remarked about the efficient way 
the police has handled the thousands of 
men who visit the town during the 
night and day. 

Thirty days having expired, Lieut. 
Col. McLean has been relieved from 
command of the police force by Major 
J . Scott Button of the 2nd, N . Y . Inf., 
who undoubtedly wi l l continue the ef
ficient work of his predecessor. 

William Jennings Bryan, late Sec
retary of State,' presidential Candidate, 
Colonel of Volunteers and aspirant for 
the noble peace prize, has a residence 
here in " t h e val ley , " but the report 
that all these doves flying around are 
peace doves turned loose by the Chau
tauqua spell binder i n not true, as they 
are Mexican doves and know nothing 
whatever about peace. 

(By Isaac Russell) 
Staff Correspondent, The Evening M a i l , 

N . Y. , attached to the New York 
Division, First Field Army. 
Standing on the bank of the Twelfth 

Infantry's main channel canal, while 
its first flood water was pouring 
through, a soldier of the Twelfth, tired 
of digging, delivered himself thus: 

What's the use of fooling around 
here? That's what I want to know. 
I enlisted to shove through to Mexico. 
If we're ever going there why aren't 
we on our way. That's me.*' 

Now i t just happens that when A d 
miral Dewey finished firing at the Span
ish forts in Manil la bay the first thing 
he did was to cable for soldiers to make 
up a landing force. 

He got them. Those soldiers "went 
right through." They never stopped to 
pick up form and get everything to
gether. They sailed away from San 
Francisco in as brief a period after 
mustering in as the Twelfth Infantry 
and Seventh and Seventy-first took to 
come down to McAllen. 

So far, so good. But the horrors of 
that trip still make some of those that 
were in i t look upon this camp here as 
a marvel of perfection by comparison. 

Here i t was travel ration on the 
trains for only four or five days before 
the field ration began coming out of 
the cook shacks in Hidalgo county. 
And then even there wore cook cars. 

The outfits that shipped to help 
Dewey seized the first steamships han
dy. They were freight boats, not pas
senger boats, in many cases. The travel 
ration;of uncooked canned beef and 
.hard tack, with canned tomatoes, didn't 
last on that trip for a few days. It 
lasted a l l the way over the Pacific. I t 
lasted for forty days. 

The cook outfit on one of those ships 
was just big enough for seventeen men, 
the freighter's crew. It took care of 
700 men on their way to help Dewey. 

Once in the hot Philippines they be
gan to cook up the rations brought 
along. They were rations caught on 
their way to an Alaska garrison, and 
were the hottest of heat producing 
foods. 

Those soldiers, in a climate just as 
fierce as that' at McAllen, Pharr and 
Mission, never dreamed, even, of O 
D. stuff, and khaki stuff had yet to be 
thought of. They went in the thickest 
ami most closely woven army blue. 
Prickly heat infested whole brigades 
I lave seen only a small amount of i 
here. 

I watched the conical tents and th< 
pyramidal tents stack up against the 
(naming sun, I remembered that part 

{•{'.if Wjyery gun section in the artillery 
D.J ('"battery T was in , had to sleep out all 
"" 'through the campaign against Manilla. 

We -.started out snort on tents and 
never did catch up. 

An old campaigner came along the 
same canal bank of the twelfth. He 
talked of the price.paid for speed made 
beyond the point of taxing needful 
things. 

" I t ' s God's mercy," he said, " t h e y 
didn't have to rush right through." 

He marvelled at the things present 
here to make a campaign a success that 
were lacking in the earlier rushes, and 
he marvelled at the great machine being 
built up—the divisional machine of in
fantry and cavalry, artillery, engineers 
and signal, truck trains, ambulance 
trains, mounted messengers and motor 
cycle men, all being worked into shape 
to supplement each other, support each 
other and make an efficiency, in the 
end, much greater than the personal 
efficiency, in which each soldier now 
feels a just pride. I t i s a wonderful' 
privelege for a newspaper writer to 
stand by and see this machine of men, 
munitions and transports grow into 
being. 
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reporters in Pharr and Mission especial
ly. Address Business Manager, Rio 
Grande RATTLER, McAllen. 

W A N T E D COOKS—Several cooks wan
ted. Steady employment. Corporal's 
pay. Must have experience. Address, 
Box 60, RATTLER Office. 

W A N T E D — R E C R U I T S wanted for the 
National Guard. For particulars apply 
to Commanding Officer, Depot Battal
ion at any armory in the State of New 
York. 

Female 
WANTED—Stenographer, typists, book 
keepers, clerks, telegraph and telephone 
operators, nurses, salesladies, cashiers 
and waitresses; state married or single, 
experience, reference and salary desired 
Address H . S. S. Rattler Office. 
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N E W S F R O M 3rd B R I G A D E 
H (3rd, 23rd and 74th Infantries.) 
•T The 3rd. N . Y . Infantry, the only or
ganization of the brigade at Pbarr 
which could boast of an enlisted band, 
now has' a r ival in the 74th. infantry, 
whose new band, enlisted i n Buffalo, N . 
Y., arrived in camp Monday afternoon 
and made its first appearance at evening 
parade. The new band at present is 
composed of twelve pieces and wi l l be 
augmented by aspiring musicians from 

-'the companies of the regiment. The 
' - veteran band of tho 3rd. infantry, which 

has nearly blown its head off at local 
regimental functions and while lending 
assistance at formations and ceremonies 
of the other organisations, w i l l now be 

• given a chance to rest up and talk shop 
with the junior wind-jammers. I t is 
understood that the 23rd. infantry also 
is soon to import an enlisted band from 

••iYork state. 
The 3rd. New York band took an 

i important part in the informal going 
away party given -to Major Edmund 

; McCarthy and Lieutenant Lawrence 
, • .Gardner of the brigade staff who re-
>' sentry left on leave of absence for their 
• homes in Buffalo. A l l unbeknownst, 

R the band took . position in the lee of 
• some baggage trucks at the Pbarr rai l 

•j' Way station and the arrival of the de-
• parting of fleers at the station platform 

U was the signal for the music to begin. A 
. I lrge delegation from the officers of the 
' brigade was present to wish the home 

\'- going officers good luck on their •jour
ney. Tbe travelers were taken complete
ly by surprise and the situation might 

' have become weepy but for the fact 
that there were no ladies present. The 

l band played the train out of the station 
• to the tune of ' ' Good-bye M y Lover, 

; Good-bye." 
' A l l the field and staff of the 3rd N . 

Y. report at mess regularly but some of 
them have recently come into tho habit 
of taking their meals after the manner 

• prescribed at buffet luncheons, declar
ing that the benches provided at head-

. .quarters mess are uncomfortable. 
, It seems that the commanding officer 

of this regiment believes that the rid-
I ing breeches of his out-fit were rein-
,• forced for a purpose, and he requires 

that his officers spend a certain num-
' ber of hours i n the saddle daily. Daily 

reports from the corral led him to be-
: lieve that some of the mounts were not 

getting regular eze/cise. The moon
light had been glorious for several 

1 evenings past and somewhere the colon
el had read that night riding is in 
structive and gives confidence to the 
seat of beginners. Other effects to the 
Beat were overlooked. Sudden orders 
one night summoned al l mounted offi
cers to appear at the colonel's tent at 
dusk ready to ride. Two hard riding 
majors and a busy adjutant were ex
cused. Six mounted orderlies accom
panied the party and tbe riders took 
tho main road south from the camp at 
an easy .gait, a l l enthusiastic over the 
beauty of the moonlight, and tbe cool
ness of the evening breeze. 

"Seldom see the old man ride off*n 
. a walk. W e ' l l hang his hide on the 
I fence when we get" 'down the line a 

piece,' * was the whispered comment 
among the juniors. 

Two miles south the colonel took np 
the trot and turned his column eastward 
into a road trai l , which, according to the 
land office maps, is a thoroughfare lead
ing to the San Juan Road. The trail 
is overgrown with prickly bushes which 

. slap the riders in the face and rake 
them under the ribs. Also the road 
beneath its bushy covering seemed to, 
lead mainly through the bed of a spongy 
brook. For a time there' was no sound 
save the squash and thump of laboring 
horses and an osculating noise as of 
many cattle passing through a moist 
barnyard. Eventually some of the riders 

r found tongue. The chaplain, riding 
well to the front upon a powerful plough 
torse, inferred that ho was enjoying 
the evening immensely, but requested 
that the other officers be given permis
sion to express their views. Just as the 
colonel, in the lead, was beginning to 
wonder i f be had mistaken his way in 
the darkness, his faithful black pushed 
its way through a mesquite tangle, and 
came out upon a fair and even highway 
that led northward. The Colonel 
glanced over his shoulder, and made a 
hasty count' of those present. The troop 
was well closed up. Out of respect for 
native reptiles and other bugs no one 
had dared fa l l off his horse or even lag 

| behind i n that brush heap. A H settled 
down in their saddles and prepared for 
a breathing spell. Not so. ' ' G a l l o p , " 
was the command, and with a groan 
and a heave to get the sore places as 

. far from the leather as possible, the 
faithful riders bumped up the road to 
San Juan. Thence westward and south, 
at a walk to cool tho horses, they rode, 
and it was nine by the village clock 
when they ambled into camp again. 
Then they said good-night, and sought 
shower baths and pajamas, nor did 
they sit up late to tell the tale. I t was 
more sothing to l ie down, and careful
ly at that. \ v 

" I ' l l make riders of them y e t , " says 
the Colonel, and continues his night 

' prowling with such of bis following as 
are physically f i t . 

-The Twenty-Third 'New York Infan
try staged a clever vaudeville enter
tainment at the camp at Pharr Satur
day sight. There was singing and buck 
daueing, black face comedy, and some 
boxing and wrestling that showed real 
feeling. Chaplain Gadmes, who was in 
charge of the program, enjoyed the 
evening fully as much as any of the men 
did. The Third Infantry staged a pro
gram Tuesday night. 
. Captain W. E . Welsh, 30th U . S. In

fantry, has been assigned as Lieu ten 
ant Colonel for the Twenty-Third New 
Tort and .will report immediately. Cap 
tain H . W. Mil ler , 28th U . S. Infantry, 
is with. the. 3rd Brigade in the capacity 
of Officer Instructor. Captain G. A . 
Hadsclie, 28th U . S. Infantry* was the 
«est Monday night of General William 
Wilson white en route to his station at 
Pert Ringold. On the morning of Au
gust 17th the 3rd Brigade, less the 23rd 
tad 74th Regiments, wil l set out on a 
twelve day practice march covering 
eighty-two miles. The stops wi l l in 
elude McAllen, Mission, Alton, Ster
ling's Ranch, L a Gloria, Lagnna See a, 
Young's Ranch, thence by Edinburg 
to the Camp at Pharr. 

Genera] 'William Wilson, commanding 
tbo 8sd Brigade at Pharr, in conserva

tive in his speech when he says: " A 
redeemable feature of this border land 
is the beauty of its skies at sunrise 
and at sunset.' 1 

There is an officer of the medical 
department attached to brigade head
quarters who refuses to talk on subjects 
rotating to Texas nnd the weather. Also 
he considers bugle corps, and especially 
those which blow periodically for the 
organizations of this brigade, to the 
right and left of his tent, as abomina
tions. When the crash of the brass and 
the "Boom-boom" of the 3rd. infan
try band comes down wind at revielle, 
he is in despair. There were visitors 
at brigade headquarters one day and 
one of the ladies said, pleasantly: 
' ' Well , Captain, how do you like 
Texas 1" 

" I understand that the 47th is going 
to have a band, ' ' returned the doctor, 
musingly..., 

Special stress is being laid on the in
struction of the recruits at this camp 
in the matter of guard duty. The stud
ents are enjoined to apply common 
sense methods in this work. A fine loaf 
cake made by the wife of an officer 
attached to these headquarters arrived 
in camp a few days go and after it h 
been duly sampled by the officer's 
friends the balance of the loaf was 
tied up in a towel and suspended by a 
string from the ridge pole of the mess 
tent where it would be safe from ants. 
The following night the owner of the 
cake went to the mess tent, just before 
retiring, to see i f the baked stuff was 
keeping all right. He broke off a gen
erous portion of the cake, stuffed it into 
his mouth and stepped outside-the tent 
to enjoy the moonlight. Just then 
wakeful ' sentry came gumshoeing 
around the corner. 

" H e y , you, stop," bellowed the sen 
try to the staff officer, who had turned 
to walk away. . The officer strove vain 
ly to overcome ami swallow his mouth 
ful of cake. The sentry brought his 
rifle to the charge and said, valiantly, 
"Prepare to be recognized." 

Speechless, the officer moved up to 
what he considered recognizing distance 
from that nervous bayonet. 

" W h o are you? " shouted the sentry. 
'TJr-r-mp, ur-r-mp," answered the 

officer, at the same trying to assist' in 
the mastication of the cake with the 
back of his hand. 

"Show your lantern," demanded the 
sentry. " H o l d i t higher, bo I can see 
the other side of your, face 

" W e l l , what are you going to do 
about i t ? " demanded the officer, who 
had at last succeeded in swallowing his 
cake. 

" A l l right. Captain, beat i t , " replied 
the sentry, pleasantly. 

Next to the mud and discomfort that 
goes with drenching, driving rainstorm, 
chasing stray mules is one of the things 
connected with border soldiering which 
causes perspiration and profanity and 
tests a man's loyalty. It seems, up at 
Pharr, that every time'there is a short
age of halters and tiestraps in an outfit 
an assignment of new mules is sure to 
arrive. The new mules stand content
edly at the picket lines until the stable 
guard's back turned and then1' * they 
eat up their rope baiters and sneak away 
to where the grazing is good. Garden 
truck attracts them. Their capture erf-
tails much hardship and broken vows, 
where the church is concerned. 

A hatless man of the machine gun 
company of the 74th. infantry came 
back from a recent mule chase. He was 
speechless, breathless and ill-groomed. 
He looked i t . Previously he had work
ed long and hard, in camp, at ditch dig
ging and housebuilding. While the 
mule leaned back on the lead rope, a 
company commander met and remon 
Btrated with the mule hunter for Ms 
appearance and profanity. .The man 
cast aside his natural reserve and start
ed in to relate his woes. His voice shook 
with emotion. " Y e s ' n b'Gawd, Cap
t a i n , " he concluded, " i f I had a hat 
I ' d desert." 

That man's wail savored of the rook
ie. The " i f " that he modified i t with 
shows that by the grace of the Division 
commander he wi l l yet get to be 
soldier. He is only one of the thou
sands New York has sent down here. He 
wouldn't desert i f yon tried to .beat 
the notion into his bean with a brick. 
He has been going hatless ever since 
be lost liis l id on the way south, lean 
ing out of a coach window to get i 
last look at some Oklahoma g ir l who 
promised to write him. He has labored 
day and night in his soaked and mud-
splashed uniform to keep the hospital 
tents and company kitchens from float
ing out to sea on " L a k e Malaria-" dur
ing the rains. Now they send him, 
before dawn, out through the wet mes
quite, to play tag with a half-wild 
mule. It is annoying, to say the least, 
and he has left his job and a comfort
able home, perhaps, to come down here 
to this, to Texas, because of a mistaken 
idea that all a soldier has to do is to 
hurrah and follow a silken flag to glory. 
It is really wonderful how the raw stuff 
is these war-strength regiments has 
stood up under the burden cast upon 
them by those who stil l think they can 
raise an army overnight. 

Despite the spiders and scorpions and 
snakes, which the natives here regard 
no more than we do wasps and hornets 
up home, this camp at Pharr is not so 
bad a place after a l l . Not when com
pared with some of the other camps 
afcout here. We have plenty of luke 
warm water and shower baths and, ac
tually, some grass has tried to grow 
since we came. It beats packing a heavy 
gun and marching kit across tbe suffo 
eating sands of a waterless Mexican 
desert. We have had one blessing 
brought even by the recent rains. Over 
all the sun-parehed clearings there has 
sprung up a growth of tangled weeds 
tnat does effective work in keeping the 
sand down when the wind blows. 

Now that the men are learning what 
to ret alone in the food and drink line, 
and tbe rookies are learning that a 
soldier's life never was a bed of roses 
anyhow, and that Chauncy and Archi
bald can't go to the movies every night 
but must live, np to certain regulations 
to make the machine, go, they take 
pride in being real sports and doing 
their bit uncomplainingly. Also they 
thank goodness and t i e sanitary officers 
that the fever does not waste them as 
it did the men ia '98. Growling does 
not get them a thing. Not in the army, 
they find, and a slovenly soldier and a 
eareleM woman are given the same 

consideration. So the men are learning 
to wear their hats jauntily, scrape 
the mud from their clothing, swagger 
a bit, even when reporting for " o l d 
guard fatigue;" and to look with calm 
eyes upon the noisy world. It is a 
rough school, but the training will 
show in more ways than one when these 
fellows get back to their homes and 
former ssociations. W. C. CASE 

1st. Lieut, and Aide, Hdqrs. 
3rd. Brig. N . Y . Div. 

THIRD A M B U L A N C E CO. 
The new motor ambulance train, the 

gift o fMrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt and 
which has been assigned to the 3rd 
Ambulance Company, is now well under 
way on the regular relief and camp 
work for which it is intended and is 
proving invaluable in that capacity. 

This train comprises tbe newest and 
most complete in the service, being 
fully equipped with a mammoth Jeffry 
tractor, and six " t r a i l e r s . " Of these 
" t r a i l e r s " five are the finest equipped 
of ambulances and the sixth a supply 
wagon. The outfit is fortunate in being 
able to draw from its own ranks an 
auto driver with the necessary exper
ience and mechanics knowledge to drive 
and o r e for this train as it properly 
should be done. Private Logan, for
merly with the Board of Water Supply, 
New York City, has been detailed for 
this work. 

The 3rd Ambulance Co., has inaug
urated a new departure which seems to 
be spreading throughtout the encamp
ment, as its merits become known. I t 
is that of estaplishing a Company Can
teen or Exchange. 

The second baseball game of tbe en
campment was played atlleadquartera 
Bal l Park on the afternoon of Aug. 10, 
between the teams of the 3rd. and 4th. 
Ambulance Companies. It is much to 
the credit of both units that teams of 
amateurs put up such n interesting and 
speedy game, each holding the other 
down to low score with no conclusive 
victory on either side. 

SQUADRON A 
A t least one rumor in Squadron A 

was never repudiated during the first 
few weeks; which was, that tomorrow 
we would probably water horses.' Accl i 
mating oneself is not mentioned in the 
D r i l l regulations, for i t can be done 
neither with uniformity nor with speed. 
But its wisdom is proved by our full 
picket lines and our empty hospital 
tent. The monotony was broken only 
by the chagrin of some who boasted 
themselves carpenters and masons and 
were straightway committed to the 
building of edifices undreamt of, more 
permanent than a world's fair. Others 
took a strange delight in laying out 
thermometers under the sun's rays and 
watching the little things burst trying 
to make good, and then writing 'home 
about the temperature. St i l l - others 
out to' 'Pharr aa Mi l i tary Polico^glori-
fied traffic cops where affairs were far 
more orderly than at home, although i t 
was quite necessary to police the mov
ies. And there was a great flocking 
to Hidalgo to feel ouVselves cheated of 
a sight of the border. 

Troop C, is in camp for five days at 
Sterling's ranch, about fifteen 
from McAllen. The news from there is 
good, no illness of horse or man being 
reported. Food goes to the men by motor 
truck at reasonable intervals, and Che 
correspondent discovered one truck half 
full of grape juice, so we suspect a good 
deal of midnight revelry goes on at 
Sterlings. , • 

Tbe magnificent new hospital shack 
which hod been carefully designed by 
one of our world-renowned architects 
fell with a crash as soon as erected to 
the great consternation of the Major 
and other officers who were within, in
specting the construction. The Major 
is said to have lost his wrist-watch 
among the debris but this is not vouch
ed for. 

Much excitement was caused by the 
arrival of an ice machine, which has 
been presented to Troop D. It has 
caused more rumor than any one thing 
since we arrived . It weighs six tons 
and required two motor trucks to tow 
it out. It was at first supposed to he 
an artesian well, but the First Cavalry 
insisted it was a contrivance for shoeing 
the machine gun mules. The Seventh 
managed to construe It Into a rumor 
about going home, and are said to have 
started breaking camp as soon as they 
saw i t . It is a fine thing, say we, but 
the correspondent has noticed that there 
has not been any ice in camp since it 
arrived whereas before there was 

bundant supply . 
The Squadron starts on its second 

hike just as The Rattler starts 
to press. We hope the boys wil l leave 
their curry combs and brushes behind 
and f i l l their saddle-bags with cigar
ettes instead. Wo are going to the bor
der so the correspondent expects- to 
have great tales to tell in next week's 
RATTLER of sniping and w.ell-poisonhsg. 

Squadron A ' s mess shacks are all 
built now, so the boys are wondering 
what they will do with thair spare time. 
We hope our officers wil l f ind us some 
congenial occupation. 

The latest rumor from the machine 
gun picket line is that our horses are 
all going to be pastured somewhere in 
the middle of the next hike, and we are 
all to mount aeroplanes and with drawn 
sabres f ly back to New York. First Sgt. 
Bonny Tonny of M . G. Troop says i t 's 
a lie but the correspondent believes i t . 
It is a good way, say we. 

tensive experience in choral work. The 
leaders hope to give the first concert 
on the " H i l l " within the next two 
weeks. , 

In 3 days 2 special voluntary recon
naissance party, Co., C. 22nd Engineers 
finished a road sketch from McAlIen to 
Mission to Madero and along the RIO Grande river to Hidalgo and then back 
to McAllen. An additional leg to Pharr 
was also done between the time. The 
map covered 23 miles. 

On Tuesday, August 8th, Acting 
Major Garrison received word that the | 
resignation of Major Frederick Nelson 
Whitley 1st Battalion, 22nd Corps of 
Engineers, had been accepted. 

Accompanied by Capt. Charles F, 
Dieges, V Co., 22nd Engineers, Major 
Whitley left for his Brooklyn home 
on Monday afterneen. A l l the officers 
and enlisted men of the Major's com' 
mand gathered at the McAllen station 
to give the popular retiring officer, a 
hearty ovation. Capt. Dieges left on a 
fifteen day leave of absence nd wil l re
turn to his , command, 

" B u m " Co., A ' s mongrel has either 
been stolen, lost or strayed consequently 
the frequent tears in- the eyes of Cor
poral Greisen, company clerk. " B u m " 
was recruited by the energetic company 
clerk at Camp Whitman and during the 
six days trip to Texas ' ' B u m ' ' furnish
ed most of the comedy for the company. 
Corporal Greisen during the past week 
has been kept busy hunting down clues 
as to the whereabouts of ' ' Bum. ' ' The 
members of Co., A are of the firm opin
ion that " B u m " is hunting for tbe 
federal paymaster and that he wil l turn 
up with that individual. ' 

" Q u o i t s " the famous Scottish game 
is bow Co. A . 22nd Engineers favorite 
sport. / The company is developing 
some star *' quoiters'' and within a few 
days wil l send out a broadcast challenge' 
to any company in the sixth division. 
Sergeant Cossenas is becoming the 
' ' Germany Schaefer'' of the ' ' quoit
ers. ' ' 

A merry little race is going on among 
the members of squad five, Co. A . re
garding the numbers of letters received 
by the different members from the fair 
maidens whose hearts were snatched en-
route to McAllen. 

Battalion Q. M . Sergeant McLaugh
lin, first battalion 22nd engineers was 
treated rather roughly by a few non 
corns from Co. A. , Sunday afternoon; 
He was the proud possessor of $2 up 
to the time he reached Mission with the 
aforesaid "scoundrels." What hap
pened in the two hours that followed 
the crews arrival in Mission is a story 
for Mac to tell. 

The first battalion, 22nd engineers 
invites visitors from regiments of the 
sixth division. Visitors should insist 
upon seeing the " b u g " collection of 
Co., A . , the self made barber chair in 
Co. D., and the palms in front of each 
tent in Co. B. 

SECOND F I E L D A R T I L L E R Y 

J L P . H a l l 
G R O C E R M 

M A . P . H a l l s e l l s i t , y o u g 

I k n o w i t i s g o o d . g 

| A . P . H a l l s u p p l i e s g r o c e r i e s a n d p r o - | 

I v i s i o n s d a i l y t o t h e s t a f f o f f i c e r s a t | 

I D i v i s i o n H e a d q u a r t e r s . 

1 A l s o t o o f f i c e r s a n d c o m p a n y m e s s i n 

I e v e r y r e g i m e n t a l c a m p i n M c A l l e n . 

§ G a l l o n u s f o r W e l c h s g r a p e j u i c e , 

I B e e c h n u t c a n n e d g o o d s , N . B . G . f 

| c r a c k e r s , e t c . 

M a i n S t r e e t 

1 M c A l l e n , T e x a s J 
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M c A l l e n D r u g C o . 

M F . E . O S B O R N , M . D . , P r o p . 

I P u r e s t f o u n t a i n d r i n k s , w e l l s e r v e d f f 

i 

* j W e c a r r y a c o m p l e t e l i n e o f 

* E a s t m a n K o d a k s a n d f i l m s . 

22nd CORPS OF E N G I N E E R S 
During the past week the organizers 

of tbe Harmony League of the 22nd 
Corps of Engineers, have been busy with 
the first trials. The entire regiment 
is enthusiastic over the innovation and 
eonsequently a large number of candi
dates for vocal honors appeared at tbe 
trials. 

Lieut. F . A . W. Davis of A Co. is 
eating as head eoaoh at present and 
Private Blakesnan of Co. H . is his chief 
assistant in the work of whipping tbe 
glee club into shape. Both Lieut. Davis 
and Private Blakeman have had ex-

" This place looks like something now 
doesn't i t f " said a Second Field Artil> 
lery man the other day to a reporter 
for the RATTLER. The remark seemed 
trite at'the time, probably because it 
has been made a million or so times 
since that eventful nght arrival. It 
seems that every time some nice new 
white laturine appears, to disturb the 
skyline, it has the effect making the 
camp look more like a place to live in , 
rather than a place to hunt scorpions 
i n ; and when a new mess shack or a 
hospital goes up over night, like a row 
of New York two family houses, the 
whole vicinity takes on a settled ap
pearance that at once refers the mind 
back to the first week of slaughtering 
cactus—the days when tbe rattler' and 
the tarantula were wild animals. 

And as the boys of the Second Field 
look back over the days they have 
labored through and think of that first 
discouraging week, they are able to see 
—with pardonable pride—that they 
have done their part in the huge, now 
discern able system of making a military 
home, and have done it well. The 
slowest visioned private has discovered 
by now that he has been a little cog in 
a great wheel, and he begins to feel a 
certain well-earned pride in doing his 
duty as he knows it should be done. 
What a difference there would have 
been in his spirit during that first 
week, i f he had then known just what 
he was driving at. 

Second Field did its part on regi
mental guard, i n as efficient a manner 
as possible, and Captain W. P. Fox and 
his officers of the guard, Lieutenants J . 
D. Butt and T. H . S. Andrews and also 
the Corporals o the guard Bellis, White, 
Weipert, Mullen and Greenwald and 
Sergeant Keating, have been compli
mented on the rapidity with which they 
took action, and the eare taken to pre 
vent unnecessary alarms or any " dis
order. The slickest Mexietn raiders 
from across the RIO would have met 
with awful disaster had they tried to 
run into camp that night. The several 
town hnggers who always hate to tome 
home at the proper hour, walked kite 
difficulties on this particular evening'. 
The whole division showed what it 
could do in the lime of double quick 
action. 

And as far as the indivrdual sqldiecs 
knew they were actually about to repel 
a real attaek. The various street and 
stable guards along tbe line told Of 
shots somewhere around the First Field 
camp and there was everything to in- i 
dicate that there was ' ' something' 
doing''—something more than a mere I 
trial call to arms. Nobody • ould prove 
the source of the shooting and it is the 
opinion of many that someone in the 
vicinity felt like warming the atmo
sphere and proceeded to do so> forth
with. The result may have been 'dis
gusting to old Morpheus but i t was 
very satisfactory to those who are tak
ing the responsibility of making a high 
standard for the national guard. 

» O u r f i l m s a r e s h i p p e d f r e s h w 

J | f r o m t h e f a c t o r y . B u y t h e m | j 

* ; h e r e . 

I 
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W e s e l l " K r e s o - D i p N o . 1 " , t h e 

f a m o u s s o l u t i o n t o d r i v e a w a y flies. G e t U f 

a c a n a n d a s p r a y e r a n d k e e p y o u r s q u a d 

M t e n t free f r o m flies. G o o d f o r y o u r s l e e p . 

| P i n t b o t t l e $ 0 . 2 5 . G a l l o n c a n , $ 1 . 2 5 . 

M c A l l e n D r u g C o m p a n y 
"The Reta i l Store" 

M a i n S t r e e t 

3 

i 

| M c A l l e n , T e x a s B 

W h e r e t o B u y t h e R a t t l e r 

N e x t w e e k T h e R a t t l e r w i l l b e o n 6 a l e 

a t c o n v e n i e n t s t o r e s i n M c A l l e n , 

M i s s i o n a n d P h a r r . A r r a n g e 

m e n t s w i l l a l s o b e m a d e a 

q u i c k l y a s p o s s i b l e , t o c a r e 

f o r m a i l o r d e r s u b s c r i p t i o n s . 

a s 

Moving picture tent—PennsylTsnia 
Guard passing toy equipped with tbe 
new paeka and provided with cots. 

Voice from the New Tor t Guard 
audience—"and somebody eaid Phila
delphia is slow." 

F u l l a n n o u n c e m e n t o f t h i s w i l l b e 

m a d e l a t e r i n t h e s e c o l u m n s . M e a n 

w h i l e , h e l p o u r c i r c u l a t i o n M a n 

a g e r b y b u y i n g a p o s t a g e s t a m p 

y o u r s e l f a n d " s e n d a c o p y h o m e / ' 

S p e a k u p - s a y " I s a w i t i n T b e R a t t l e r " 
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A N A P P R E C I A T I O N . 
O n beha l f of the officers a n d enl i s ted m e n o f the N e w Y o r k D i v i 

s i o n we desire p u b l i c l y to i n d i c a t e o u r deep a n d l a s t i n g g r a t i t u d e to 
the ladies of the A c t i v e Serv ice A u x i l i a r y of the S t a t e of N e w Y o r k , 
f o r the cheer fu l , honest a n d p a t r i o t i c serv ices w h i c h h a v e been r e n 
dered b y t h e m i n ass i s t ing the f ami l i e s of so ld iers r e q u i r i n g a i d . 

P e r h a p s there are societies w h i c h have r e n d e r e d as good a ser
v ice as t h i s , b u t c e r t a i n l y there are n o societies w h i c h have r e n d e r e d 
a better service t h a n th i s . 

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t is also made of o u r ob l igat ions to those whose 
generous contr ibut i ons have made this w o r k possible . 

T o y o u a n d each of y o u w e send-the express ion o f o u r p r o f o u n d -
est t h a n k s . mi'- f 

N e v e r at a n y "time n o r u n d e r a n y c i r cumstances has the a x i o m 
" t h e y also serve w h o o n l y s t a n d a n d w a i t * ' been m o r e f i t t i n g o r more 
a p p r o p r i a t e . 

w h o 

ffljl E L I M I N A T E T H E W E A K L I N G S ! 
G e n e r a l F u n s t o n says he i s g o i n g t o get r i d o f the " p e s t s 

send out false reports of condi t ions i n camps a l o n g the border . 
M o r e p o w e r t o y o u , G e n e r a l ! 
E v e r y responsible newspaper m a n endorses y o u r a t t i tude . 
T h e r e is another type of pest that s h o u l d be l o ca ted a n d d r u m m e d 

o u t of eamp, t h a t is the spineless g u m d r o p s w h o w r i t e home to c redu 
l o u s f ami l i e s , tales o f i m a g i n a r y p r i v a t i o n s a n d h a r d s h i p s . 

T h e so ld iers of the N e w Y o r k D i v i s i o n repud iate them. 

T H E S P I R I T O P T H E C O U N T R Y . 
S e v e n years ago the T o w n of M c A l l e n l o o k e d l i k e a company 

fetreet i n a t y p i c a l " v a l l e y " ra instorm' . sK f jS i i 
T h e r e was one r e s t a u r a n t — o n e store—one r o a d , a n d j u s t about 

one f a m i l y of c i t izens . 
L o o k at M c A l l e n n o w . L o o k at M i s s i o n — a t i t s new e lectr ic l i g h t 

p l a n t , i t s ' f i l t e r e d water . L o o k at P h a r r , r e b u i l d i n g i t s stores f r o m 
1th e r u i n s . 

I t ' s a l i ve c o u n t r y b o y s ! A n d n o t h i n g shows this better t h a n 
the a d v e r t i s i n g of l o c a l merchants c a r r i e d h e r e i n o u r co lumns . 

These advert isers n o c k e d to gut, i n t o The R i o G r a n d e R a t t l e r , 
a n d patron ize o u r i n d u s t r y i n the same generous w a y we have been 
p a t r o n i z i n g the i r s . 

R e a d t h e i r o f f er ings i n o u r co lumns a n d cont inue t o pa t ron i ze 
these " h o m e " towns . 

I t ' s the s p i r i t of the c o u n t r y / 

I N F A I R N E S S T O T H E P L A T T S B U R G H E R S . 
I t i s one of the po l i c ies of, the R a t t l e r t o present a l l s ides o f 

mat ters u n d e r d iscuss ion . W e are filled w i t h concern , no t to say 
p a t r i o t i c a l a r m at the s p i r i t of* l e v i t y w h i c h p r e v a i l s i n another p a r t 
of th i s p a p e r w h e r e i n the m u c h discussed P l a t t s b u r g h C a m p e r is 
h e l d u p to r i d i c u l e i n the exce l lent cartoons of L i e u t e n a n t D r e h e r . 

A m i d the chuck les o f the so ld iers , the amused b r a y i n g s of the 
p a c k t r a i n an ima ls , a n d the convu lsed n e i g h i n g o f the horses over 
these cartoons, i t i s f eared that the sober m i n d e d m e n of the D i v i s i o n 
m a y be l ed to sentiments o f u n a p p r e c i a t i o n of the va lue to the n a t i o n 
of the w o r k a n d t r a i n i n g of the P l a t t s b u r g h Campers . Un less check
ed , such sent iments m i g h t g a i n h e a d w a y a n d even sweep the c ountry 
— a n d the C a m p e r s as w e l l . I t is , therefore , be l ieved to be proper t o 
set f o r t h some of the facts u p o n w h i c h the P l a t t s b u r g h C a m p e r s m i g h t 
c l a i m the g ra t i tude of the n a t i o n . 

I n the f i r s t p lace i t shou ld be k n o w n t h a t the r a n k s of the P l a t t s 
b u r g h C a m p e r s inc lude thousands o f v e r y p r o m i n e n t persons, 
statesmen, w r i t e r s a n d advert isers . H o w m a n y m e n o f the N e w 
Y o r k D i v i s i o n , at t h e i r severa l posts a l o n g the R i o G r a n d e , are f a m i l 
i a r w i t h the hardsh ips a n d the g r u e l i n g course of t r a i n i n g undergone 
b y the . P l a t t s b u r g h C a m p e r s , f o r t h i r t y days on the border-^rof L a k e 

.' Ch 'a inp la in . 
O n severa l occasions the dance m u s i a a t the B l u f f P o i n t H o t e l was 

k n o w n to be be low p a r . A n u m b e r o f w ives of the P l a t t s b u r g h C a m p 
ers are k n o w n to have complained" 3oif t h e c r o w d e d cond i t i on of the 
b a l l r o o m w h e n the course of t r a i n i n g w a s i n f u l l s w i n g . The r e g u -

i l a r so ldiers w h o p r e p a r e d the meals a r i d . p e r f o r m e d the pol ice are 
s a i d to have been rude on a .number of occasions, a n d we a l l k n o w 

•the effect o f m e n t a l d is turbances on p h y s i c a l f i tness . 
W h y not be f a i r a n d g ive c r e d i t where c red i t i s due? Does a n y 

1 m a n o f the D i v i s i o n k n o w a n y other U n i v e r s i t y , M i l i t a r y A c a d e m y , 
W a r Col lege or Serv ice Schoo l , t h a t produces t r a i n e d officers i n t h i r 
t y d a y s ? T h i n k of the w o r k , therefore , be ing per f o rmed b y the 
P l a t t s b u r g h Campers i n f u r n i s h i n g t r a i n e d officers i n our l a rge cities 
— m e n a w a i t i n g the c a l l to c o m m a n d . 

H e r e i n Texas we are a l l f a m i l i a r w i t h the test made b y one of 
1 o u r officers, w h o a d v e r t i s e d i n the N e w Y o r k newspapers for one 
h u n d r e d P l a t t s b u r g h C a m p e r s f o r service on the B o r d e r under ex
c e p t i o n a l l y advantageous condit ions . I t is t rue that twenty- f ive an 
swers w e r e rece ived a n d t h a t none o f these j o i n e d w h e n i t was 
l e a r n e d t h a t a c t u a l enl is tment w a s i n v o l v e d . I t is a lso t rue t h a t i n 

. c ontras t to th i s there are graduates of W e s t P o i n t s e r v i n g i n the 
r a n k s of the N e w Y o r k D i v i s i o n . Nevertheless these c ircumstances 
are a l l e x p l a i n a b l e — b y the P l a t t s b u r g h Campers . B u t i t must no t 
be supposed t h a t some of the P l a t t s b u r g h C a m p e r s have not f l o cked 
to the B o r d e r f o r a c t u a l service i n the u n i t s of the D i v i s i o n . T h e 
cartoons w h i c h are the sub ject of th i s c r i t i c i s m m i g h t g ive ffte i m 
press i on t h a t the m i g h t y a r m y of P l a t t s b u r g h C a m p e r s is represented 

i m t h e ' N e w ^ T o r k D i v i s i o n b y lijut one o f i t s graduates . Jjet the t r u t h 
he k n o w n , a l l three are here a n d i n the course of t ime w i l l be g r a d 
u a t e d f r o m the r e c r u i t class a n d t u r n e d over t d t h e i r companies . 

V i v a L o s P l a t t s b u r g h C a m p e r s ! 

We expect to say something about 
the efficiency of the Famous filM.h In
fantry as soon as'Col. William Ni , Has
kel l becomes acclimated. 

Some one has called Col. Edgar S i 
Jennings the "easy boss." The person 
who did bo, however, never served; in 
the 3rd Infantry. 

Probably no officer in the service 
pays more, attention to the personal 

.comfort of his .men than Col. Gordon 
Johnston of the 12th Infantry. ^ 

I f you have, any doubt as td,' who 
commands the ' "14th" ' Infan try—start 
something with Col, John R. Foote. 

.Where on earth, outside of the K e n 
York Division can you find the spirit 
shown by Col. Henry H . Rogers, of 
the 1st Field Artil lery, in traveling 
from China to join his command. 

It is as easy to think of the 2ndJ , iold 
Arti l lery without Col. George Albert 
Wingate, as to picture the 1st Cavalry 
without Col. Charles I. De Bevoise. 

Or Division Headquarters without 
Colonel Harry H . Bandholtz. , 

"E f f i c i ency , " so often heard of in 
military circles, is tho motto of Col. 
James M . Andrews, of the "Peer less" 
2nd Infantry ,who Is willing to match 
his enlisted band with that of any or
ganization in the Division. 

Col. Wm. G. Bates represents all those 
high standards of military spirit for 
which the 71st Infantry is famous. 

The 23rd Inf. may Ipse Col. Frank H . 
Norton some of these days, but when 
they do, a Brigadier's equipment would 
be- a very good gift. 

Napoleon is credited with saying, 
"There are some poor Colonels; there 
are no poor regiments." Too bad he 
couldn't have procured men like Col. 
Willard C. Fiske of the 7th Inf. for all 
his commands. 

And last, but not least, Col. N*. B . 
Thurston of New York City ami Buf
falo, is bringing the 74th Infantry to 
tho same point of excellence he has ac
complished in other organizations of 
the Engineers, Infantry, Field and 
Coast Artil lery. We are all with you, 
Peg! 
L I N E S F E O M T H E 

B O U G H B O Y ' S B I B L E 
Success in battle is the ultimata, ob

ject of all military trainings success 
may be looked for only when the train-, 
ing is intelligent and thorough. 

The excellence of an organization is 
judged by field efficiency. The field, ef
ficiency of an organization depends 
principally upon its effectiveness as a 
whole. Thoroughness and uniformity 
in the training of the units of an or
ganization are indespensable to the' ef-
ficiencey of the whole; i t is by such 
means alone that requitise team work 
be developed-

Modern combat demands the highest 
order of training, leadership, and •jsoi* 
als. 
, The duties of infantry are many : hnd 
difficult. A l l infantry must be fit to 
cope, with all conditions that may arise. 
Modern war requires but one kind of 
infantry—good infantry. 
O F F I C I A L C A M P P H O T O G R A P H E R S 

At the request of Division Headquar
ters, all officers are notified that Messrs 
Crawford and Rudolph have been des
ignated as official camp photographers 
for the Division. They are making the 
photographs of all commissioned officers 
as required for filing with the individ
ual Efficiency Record. 

These official photographers are ta 
ken- ful l face, with olive drab shirt and 
side arms. 

Crawford and Rudolph are also tak
ing panorama pictures of every com
pany and regiment in McAllen, Mission 
and Pharr. These photographs are simi 
lar to ones which these photographers 
have prevously made for military 
schools and detachments throughout the 
country and are posed in such a way 
to bring every man's features clearly 
in focus. 

W H A T W E W O U L D L I K E TO K N O W , 

If cactus has been cultivated in " t h e 
valley f " 

If a l l the canal ditches were dug; for 
irrigation purposes or to carry off the 
water furnished from abovef 

Where the stone quarries are located 
in Hidalgo countyf 

The name of the Commissioner of 
Highways who build the roads I 

Whether the 4 grapefruit i n McAllen, 
when it becomes ripened, w i l l cost more 
than i t does in New York? 

C O L L E G E M E N B A N Q U E T 
Just 'as i f there weren't any horrid 

war and greasyJ mess-kits --to prevent 
•their having a banquet whenever they 
chose, forty odd alumni of Amherst'and 
Wiliaiusr>got together at the East Side 
Hotelj McAllen on Saturday night to 
sing " L o r d Jeffrey Amherst " and the 
•other songs of college days. 

By universal request, all stein songs 
:were: omitted from the program, The 
Amherst men j who acted as hosts, were 
.as follows: Bryan*, Cornell^' Drewsen, 
Welles, Treadwell, Tucker, Warner and 
Holler; 7th Inf.; Pratt and McVaugh, 
Squadron " A " , and Stubbs, Hubner, 
Fuller, Boucher, Wadhams, ; Goodnow, 
Bacon,, Morse, Bastine, Loomis, Proc
tor and Barton, 1st Cavalry. 

H U R R I C A N E H I K I N G 
* When the tropical hurricane that 
swept through this region last Friday 
was at the height of its fury the Third 
Infantry arrived at Mission, on the 
second day of its bike from Pharr 
Every man was drenched to the skin 
and almost ready to drop fiom fatigue 
for every step on the road had to be 
made in the teeth of the driving wind 
Before them they had the gloomy pros
pect of pitching shelter tents in several 
inches of mud. But the loyal town of 
Mission had different plans. The c i t i 
zona turned out en masse to welcome 
the visiting regiment/ and every door 
in the town was thrown wide open for 
the accomodation of officers and men. 
Over half the regiment slept under 
roofs. School houses, churches, stores 
and even private dwellings were placed 
at their disposal, while the overflow 
were quartered for the night with the 
Fourteenth Infantry whose camp is 
located just outside of Mission. The 
ladies of the town generously prepared 
hundreds of sandwiches and many pails 
of steaming hot'eoffee for the visitors.' 

To the credit of the Third let it be 
said that not a single man, billeted in 
fine' town, took advantage of the hospi
tality of the store-keepers.' who had 
opened their shops to them for the 
night. Fi f ty men slept in the candy 
store' and not one piece of confection 
wae taken from the cases. The men of 
the Third have voted Mission ' ' the best 
yet ' " and wi l l long have cause to re
member the thoughtfulness and gener
osity of its citizens. ! 

[ N E W T R A I N S C H E D U L E 
Don't worry i f it rains a little and 

the ;road ' to Mission disappears in a 
sea of mud. The Gulf Coast Lines, our 
only railroad, has added a motor car 
trjiin in each direction from McAllen, 
effective immediately. You can catch 
a train for anywhere now, morning 
noon or night. -

Leaving Pharr, westbound, trains for 
McAllen and Mission depart at 10:35 
a. m., 12:35 noon, and 6:49 p. in. The 
running time to McAllen averages 15 
minutes. 
• From McAllen to Mission, these 

trains leave at 10:50 a. m., 1:00 p. m. 
and 6:57 p. m. Running time averages 
IS minutes. 

Trains leave Mission for Browns
ville and points east at 3.:05 a. in., 1:25 
p. in. and 4:55 p. m. Leave McAllen 
for Brownsville at 8:16 a. m., 1:45 p. 
m. and 5:10 p. m. Leave Pharr for 
iBrownsvillc at 8:23 a. in., 2:03. p. in. 
and 5:20 p. m. 
9 On account of the change in the 
'railroad' schedule, eastbound mails 
fclose at 1:00 P. M . or sooner, instead 
of 3:00 o'clock as formerly. 

• Motto for the Border entitled ' ' Don't 
W o r r y " — I f i t ' s a little trouble light 
up yo ' pipe a n ' forget i t . I f i t ' s a 
big trouble, face it squarely—light up 
yo' pipe a n ' forget i t ! 

B y L i e u t . F r e d e r i c k T . Cardoze 
(International News Serviee Albany Correspondent:) 

" T i n " t h a t ' s w h a t they c a l l e d them; 
T h e men tHat serve i n the" G u a r d . 

W h q danee , ;p lay go l f a n d dine at clubs 
A n d never have a n y t h i n g h a r d , ' 

B e n d i n g over counters a n d desks s „ * 
H a s inadc t h e m ^topp-shpuldered a n d ' t h i n 

' A n d not as a R e g u l a r ' s p a i n t e d *to look; : 
T h a t ' s w h y t h e y c a l l e d t i e * lHini} ' 

B u t s toop ing shoulders s t r a i g h t e n e d ; -
The d a n c i n g lost i t s charans „__ 

A n d go l f a n d c lubs w e r e waVe'd'aside 
A t the c l a r i o n c a l l to armsV 

A n d n o t a mother ' s son o f t h e i n ^ ; 
T a r r i e d to argue o r j l a g ; 

T h e y p u t on t h e i r a r m y suits of d r a b 
S a l u t e d and fo l l owed the f l a g ! 

M o s t of them p a l e d a t ' t h e o r d e r 
T o shoulder the g u n a n d the p a c k — 

T h e y k n e w t h a t t h o u g h the r a n k s were f u l l 
. T h a t a l l of them w o u l d n ' t come b a c k — . 

Y e t out t h e y f i l e d w i t h st i f fened jaws, 
A n d , though d r a w i n g so ld ier pay , 

Some c a l l e d t h e m " t i n " beneath t h e i r b r e a t h ... 
A s t h e y - w a t c h e d t h e m m a r c h away . 

T h e r e ' l l be t h i r s t a n d heat a n d snipers 
•• A n d r a i n a n d h u r r i c a n e b lows , 

B u t they'11 eat the g rub of the R e g u l a r s 
A n d go where the R e g u l a r s g o ; 

T h e y ' l l d i g t h e i r trenches j u s t as deep 
A n d they '11 ride and m a r c h as h a r d 

A s R e g u l a r s ride a n d R e g u l a r s m a r c h , 
The men that serve i n the G u a r d , 

T h o u g h they w a t c h the d i s tant B o r d e r , 
E a c h company a c t i n g as one, 

' T i l l the i r hearts a n d eyes g r o w w e a r y 
O f cactus, s a n d a n d the sun , 

N o one w i l l wonder or question 
H o w l o n g they w i l l have t o s t a y ; . 

Because they are soldiers , chr is tened " t i n " 
B y some—when they m a r c h e d away . 

T h e I n c i n e r a t o r 
" T h e Incinerator," our new column 

was facetiously christened by a easual 
visitor to the editorial tent, just while 
we were racking our brains to discover 
some euphonious and snappy title for 
this "column of squibs.*7 Our effer
vescing friend had offered his services 
to sort out the wheat from the chaffing 
contributions and as he' playfully scat
tered the Mas. over our ears he chortled: 
" P u t these in the Incinerator.'" "So 
the "Incinerator" i t shall be, although 
we still hold our own belief that " A 
Garland of Roses" would have been a 
much more refined title. On with the 
dril l 1 

Contributing to a column is some 
thing like going up in an aeroplane— 

ĵ you never can tell how you're'going to 
land. 

The history of contributing goes 
back many, many years. In 1492 it 
is recorded Christopher Columbus start 
ed the sphere a-rolling by casually re 
marking, " I have landed" of which 
the Spanish is " L a n d - H o ! " Whereupon 
Queen Isabella lost her pawn tickets in 
the excitement. 

No contributor • barred because of 
f * rank. ' ' 

The fire is built and " T h e Incinera' 
t o r " is ready for business. Bemember 
the Incinerator Man can't supply all 
the. fuel. 

A waggish rookie from Squadron A 
upon spying a bevy of Me Allen.beauties 
pipes up "Column of Squabs." " I see 
they're using lossless powder i n M c A l 
l e n , " replies his companion. Oh the 
drollery of those boys from the Squad 
Ton! 

P u n c t u r e s 

This newspaper proposes to publish 
all the facts connected with items ap; 
pearing in newspapers over which there 
Vs any question. 
" I N C R E A S I N G B A T E 

OF I L L N E S S ? " 
In a recent number two of our dis

tinguished contemporaries .published 
the following " n e w s " items:' 

fi McAllen, Texas, Aug., 1.—Fifth of 
men in 12th now on sick list. Nearly 
twenty per cent of the men of the 12th 
were reported, slightly i l l today. The 
responsibility- for this increasing rate 
of illness can be attributed partly to 
forty-eight hours of driving r a i n . " 

" A s a result of the dampness i t was 
said today that about 20 per cent of 
the total force of the 12th infantry 
Was -temporarily 1 disabled with eolda." 

The official records of the 12th In-
fantry show that>on July Ki.sr, ,"rhcro 
were.128 cases of1 temporary illness, cmt 
of a total strength of 1146 officers a j n 
men, or p 4-10ths per cent; while, on the 
following day,'August 1—the date this 

.were.jpubliahed-—th?re tfs ;but 

a* trifle over one per eent illness in 
the regiment. 

Col. Bahdhbltz is extremely anxious 
to have a talk with a correspondent of 
a New York daily, with reference to 
an article recently printed in his news
paper in which the Colonel was char-
actcrized as a recent product of the 
war college and misquoted in connect
ion with road building and repair. The 
Colonel has given no intimation of 
what he expects to say at the next in
terview with the correspondent in ques
tion. 

The chauffeur in charge of this col
umn is awaro of the fact that sensation
al- incidents among the troops of the 
No wYork Division are growing few 
and far between, and that the man at 
.the desk, at home, is liable to send 
disagreeable telegrams tpnehin' on and 
appertainin- to the size of salary and 
expense accounts" in relation to the 
amount of news J* wired . ' - in ' .Wp ' feel 
sow;^-:;bfty;,.• hivf;' -we're-'here* to* -~'-go*S. 
yo* 'ef you don't watch out.''*"? 

A N O T H E R RUMOR? 
"January & Storms" sell goloshes ni 

McAllen, which may or may not be sig
nificant. " T h e Conning Tower" please 

icopy. 
If This Be Rumor, Make the Most of It , 

The other day we chanced to over
hear (eavesdrop is the word) a conver-. 
sation between our editing major and 
business-liked manager. " O h yes , " 
speaks up the major, ' ' Our circulation 
should reach the 25,000 mark by the 
middle of November." We regained 
consciousness a few hours later only to 
see Major Vanderbilt paying for a 
year's subscription to " T h e RATTLER." 

HIS D I A R Y 

Monday.:—Arose early as usual and 
caught a tarantula for my pains. Miss
ed my morning tub—the coffee remind* 
ed me of i t . Laughed when the top-
sergeant slipped in a puddle. Dug 
ditches all day. Wont laugh next time. 
Mess as usual—think the name was 
well chosen. Got some fudge from M i l . 
lie and gave it to a Mexican. Didn ' t 
know he was friendly. Hope his rela
tives don't find 'me out. They say 
we'l l go home next week. Hope my 
mustache grows by then. 

Tuesday:;—'Got up same time as yes
terday; "Njjver .(nought I-.could"d°; i t - ' 
Lieutenant fell over a tree-stump. I 
didn't even smile. Company went on 
a short hike this morning. Short hikes 
are like Texan short orders-—it takes 
three hours "to' get them over with. 
Saw rattle snake aud jumped in some 
cactus to get out of his way. Next 
time I ' l l jump on the snake. Jim sent 
me a post -card "Bathers at Long 
Beach." Never did like J im. Nellie 
wrote me she caught cold on the Astor 
roof—it was so chilly. Oh, death, 
where is thy sting? Ate suppe? stand-
i°g up. "Why is cactus'? Went to the 
movies where they showed scenes on 
Broadway. They say we' l l go home 
next month. I think I '11 grow a beard. 

We Always Forgot About the Usher. 
-' Editor " T h e Incinerator," 

Sir:—The man who writes "Com
ments of a First Nighter" in one of 
the New York papers, could learn, a 
whole lot by lending an attentive ear 
at any of the movie shows patronized 
by the boys in McAllen. I can imag
ine the National Board of Censorship 
passing the show—very hurriedly. You 
know what you've often wanted to 
shout when the villian comes soft-shoe
ing up in back of the handsome hero— 
and didn't dare because the usher had 
his eye on you f Jimmy J . 

Man not fit to fight isn't fit to vote, 
says Mr. Roosevelt.—N. Y . Herald. , 

Man fit to fight cannot vote, says 
Congress. 

Cheer up! 

THOSE FRIVOLOUS T E X A N S 
Doughhoy;—"Have you lived in Mis-

ion all your l i fe? '* 
Nat ive :—"Not yet, sonny.!' 

There ought to be a wheeee in Henry 
Ford selling autos to the army but we 
can't think of one just now. Peace, 
brother! 

But the only things that seem to sur
vive this climate are Fleas and Fords, 

They told us this was going to be a 
"punit ive expedition" but for the l i fe 
of us we can't think what we are be
ing punished for. However that's ncithf 
er here nor there, as General Pershing" 
remarked when asked concerning Mr . 
V i l l a V whereabouts. Which*' reminds 
us that back home, out Westchester way 
there is a sign stating; ' ' V i l l a Plots on 
the Water. ' ' I f we were waggishly in* 
clined we'd refer that to the Naval 
Board of Strategy. 

- /During the past damp days several 
sentries down at the 71st swore they 
-sighted Mexican submarines cruising 
dqwn the Hidalgo Boad. 

' Matay- of tho autos and auto trucks 
l.---..,Vrht to Texas By the New York dl* 
visfon'-^afe* " la id ' up-' 2rif-eamp sufforin*; 
from *?gasnrfus.a7" -

" T h e Famous Palms of M c A l l e n " 
•himips a brazen post-card. We have 
teen many of these .palms outstretched 

in bank of every counter in town. " S o 
this is pay-day!" -

" A n d to think I'm digging ditches 
for fifteen dollars a week,'' moaned a 
rookie of the Seventh. 
; " F o r . - fifteen a month, stupid,?' 

snapped the Sergeant. V 
" M y Gawd, " cried the rookie and 

coUnpsed. 

Just a few kind words of advice aad 
caution 

Stick to the simple, rugged, outdoor 
life. 

Avoid rich food. 
Cultivate the early rising habit. 
Keep in the warm sunshine as much • 

as possible . 
Do not frivol away your time at lawn 

parties and dances. 
Avoid the swell restaurants and cab

arets. 
Cut out tho joyrides. 
Don't squander your salary: be a sav

er—not a waster. 
And -" - - - V 
Above al l things 
Keep Cool! 
Just to be different we've buildod a 

column from the top down and now t* 
ran it into the ground. 

We have ^reached our last line of of
fense. t i^ iVs2^W 
' "Outo j f tue Sfenehesby'Ciristmas. 1* 

' > l V H.*I ;Y: " 
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T o b a c c o 

B Y CORRESPONDENT SQUADRON " A " 

' '-.With- t h * dawn of a perfect Texas 
morning coming up l ike thunder over 
the picket' l ine, Squadron A Cavalry 
pulled out 'oft ch'wp'for their first five 
day hike,; to the ranch country. We 
were laden r ao ,to speak, to the gun-
,wales,the violent protests of the houses 
to the contrary1^ notwithstanding; our 
saddle-bags, replete with what l itt le 
poitiforts of't home, could be smuggled 
.mfhin.^he'.weight Iimit/aqd our canteen 
overflowing w i t h the clear and spark
ling water, for which McAl len is _ bo 

gustly famous. 
V^tr® struck across country for Shary-
Jaml and thence to 'Mission where we 
anticipated a long bait and a fu l l meal 
at tbe largest hotel (provided of course 
by the government) but we marched 
through Mission same as i f there had 
been no town there at a l l and it Was 
only after we had left i t far in the 
.distance that we halted to water the 
horses. %Some of the men believed the; 
selves more-in need of watering and one 
recruit went so far as to say he thought 
the men were more important than the 
horses anyway I 
„ • We were attacked a few miles from 
Mission and after some valiant " f ight
ing on f o o t " dispelled an imaginary 
force which enormously outnumbered as 
But apart from the ride to Sterling 
Ranch down the long straight road by 
the railroad track was quite uneventful 
though punctuated by groans from 
thirsty privates who threatened to die 
and reproaches from equally thirsty 
non-coms who threatened to k i l l them. 
In short everyone was peevish, to say 
the least,' by the time wc caught sight 
of M r . Sterling's welcome pumping 
station. 

Now, for the doughboy, work stops: 
when bis march is over and his camp is 
pitched. For the cavalry- i t just be
gins. There is a picket line to be ^put; 

up, wagons of hay to be unloaded Bind 
sprinkled among horses who try to kick 
and bite their benefactors, and all the 
duties prescribed by the slogan "horses 
first—the men ean^wait,^' Sq there, were 
no "beans .until nine b 'clock, after which 
we crawled into our pup tents and, ito. 
a l l intents and purposes, died : 

The next morning was devoted to a 
mil i tary problem. The camp was d i 
vided into two sections; Troops C. and 
D. got iip at four, being careful not to 
wake, the others and were out of camp 
by six, trott ing through the jungle along 
a blazed t ra i l , in and out among cactus 
ten feet tal l and remarkably thorny, 
and mesquite, and the skeletons of cows 
who had, died of thirst and been picked 
clean b y birds. The desert we traveled 
through is quite unlike the* McAl len 
eountry-j the growth ih much higher.and 
thicker and more difficult to travel 
through. Troops C. and 3D. rode for 
five miles and stopped at another ranch 
where they immediately prepared for 
the attack of the other three troops, 
Two men -climbed the windmill to act as 
observers and spent their spare time 
turning the mi l l so that the men below 
could drink. 

The machine Gun Troop was the first 
to arrive and was successfully routed. 
Troop A . met the same fate. Troop B . 
was observed to be lost in the jungle. 
The men on the windmill could see their 
guidon wandering'about among the 
brush,! but Troop B could nut see the 
windmil l , and consequently did not ap
pear unti l late i n the afternoon. Af ter 
their defeat the entire enemy was wel
comed - i n camp and we were a l l given 
an afternoon to ourselyes during which 
there was a general discussion of the 
manoeuver and a ta lk .on the work of 
the hike by Major General O 'Ryan. 

We got up at four the next morning 
and rode to Mc Al len 's ranch'where we 
stopped for mid-day mess and an hour 
rest. The country ( we rode through 
was much more pleasant than any we 
had seen. The road was fringed with 
grass, there was less of the cactus, and 
more, and higher mesquite. We rode 
along a road of soft, red sand—more 
l ike a road in New Jersey, than the 
usual Texas hard pan, and the whole 
aspect of the land was greener and 
brighter and less thirst provoking; Wa 
ran through two storms which were 
very grati fying for they cooled the-air, 
and the wet dried off; immediately when 
the sun came out again, --i •';.*-

Pood was served in painfully small 
quantities and late m a t afternon the 
effects of the lack began to show on 
the tempers of tlie I men. The horses 
had had even less than the man, be
cause of the difficulties of transporting 
oats over the bad roads and they were 
displaying their emotions i n various 
ways. Sarcastic remarks passed down, 
the lines between the troopers and the 
horses were cursed i n six languages. 

Young's ranch was our destination 
and when we arrived tho men immedi
ately daowned their sorrows in a large 
concrete swimming pool which was 
thrown open to us. This was tho first 
recreation—not to mention bath—we 
had had on the trip and was probably 
the best thing that has happened to us 
since we left New York. 

Shelter tents were pitched for the 
night and outposts placed, whereupon 
.there came down a genuine Texas flood. 
It was as i f a whole sky f u l l of water 
.bad suddenly turned inside out, .and 
^yith i t came a wind that made short 
work of a l l the, shelter tents, and -tho 
curses, screams and groans drowned the 
thunder and- cannot be given space in 
The Rattler because the self-respecting 
compositor would not set them up. 

A drenched, stiff and sleepy bunch of 
men greeted the dawn and pulled 1 out 
of camp without stopping to revisit tho 
.pool. But the Texas sun wi l l dry any
thing and the men soon forgot every
thing except the pool and the yollpw 
daisies, and the, cool shade, of YoungSsj 
ranch. I t is quite the finest place in! 
Texas and the Squadron, ;yote is that i f 
one inust Juwc_ f in th'S .state;- ?£ouug ;s 
ranch is the place to stay, raia_or shine. 

E i tho next d a y s ' r i d ^ the^onfy event* 

was a lonely Mexican who stood by the 
wayside with thousands of boxes of 
crackers—fig newtons, Zu Zu's and 
every sort of comfort for the yawning 
inner man. He sold them at respect-
table prices and is now' l iv ing ; in a Wnlte 
marble palace on the palm boulevard 
of Mexico City with fourteen footmen 
at bis beck and call . 

By this 1 time cigarettes and " t h e 
maldns ' ' were reduced to almost noth
ing, and it was only over a man's dead 
body that you could borrow tobacco i n 
any form. To ask for a cigarette was 
an insult for which duels were fought. 
The falls centred round cold-drinks and 
rich food and everyone tried to recall 
the most. tremendous meal .he: had ever 
eaten, and describe i t to his suffering, 
fe l lows / / A n d at _the end of -the' day 
came bcaus,. and -this .time .plenty of 
Ithem, and everybody way' happy and 
forgot beefstake dreams and went .to 
bed under "the stars with ful l stomachs 
and contented soul*. The blue vault of 
heaven - was our only- covering -that 
night for -the tents were in the trucks 
and tho truck was up to its ears in, 
mud out among the waters of the cac 
tus and coyote in the lonely -desert o f 
the borderland. 

In the morning we were lo th ' , to, 
leave the beautiful pasture in which we 
had slept, and return;to the hum-drum' 
of McAl len camp, but the thought of 
cigarettes and a canteen lured us up 
during the twenty mile ride that 
brought us home in time for our mid 
day mess. 

Now hikes have their hardships and 
hardtack and cold canned beans, but 
no one in the squadron who went on 
that hike w i l l ever regret the experi
ence. A hiko. at least savors of sol
diering and is more to the taste of the 
average trooper than digging drainage 
ditches and screening mess-shacks. • -

So here's hoping for more of them. 

G e t Y o u r 
• 

I 
• F a t i g u e U n i f o r m | 

F r o m W R I G H T , TA0Hfc 
\t M i s s i o n , T e x a s 

W h e n -you * " w a n t y o u r t e n t 
f l o o r e d , iWtfioiJt^&ftfng ' f o r 

A M U S E M T H E A T R E O P E N S 

Those of us who feared that in com
ing 2117 miles from New York we had 
lost the " m o v i e s " were pleasantly re
assured when the canvas, covered 
"Amuseum Theatre " opened up ..out
r ide the camp lines in McAllen recently 
The 7th Regiment discovered them first 
and cheered a Pathe Weekly of the big 
preparedness parade which showed, the 
7th Regiment band passing the, "Wash* 
mgton Arch and' the Flatiron building. 

The hurricane of two weeks ago put 
the canvas top temporarily out of busi
ness, but T. R. Logan & Co., the man
agement of the " A m u s e u m " Theatre, 
has come back i n fine style. Beginning 
today, M r . Logan wi l l show a combi
nation Universal and Triangle program, 
including a Bluebird and Red-Feaflier 
feature and two weeklies \ 

The admission, price has been fixed at 
10 cents, and there wi l l be a star, fpro
gram every day. A fu l l announcement 
of each days program w i l l appear i n 
these columns next week and regularly 
thereafter. 

M I S S I O N C L E A N S H O U S E 

After seeing the 2nd, 14th and ,69th 
Infantry regiments, ' 1 po j ice" ,£heir 
camps for many pa in fu l ' days in [ tJsuc-
cessiqn, the city of Misaon decided ( i t 
wag'"Jits turn to •clean ' house:-, ^nree 
days were- dedicated to • the .purpose, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of 
last week. 

The military police of Mission assist
ed i n the vigilance work, which was 
executed by the Mission Civic League 
and the members of the Mission. Cham
ber of Commerce, Secretary Burnett 
presiding. General Lester, 1st Brigade, 
lent some wagons and Captain Rodden, 
Chief Sanitary Inspector of the B r i 
gade, made a military inspection of 
stores and the business section. 

Considerable brush and rubbish was 
removed. 
1 While the benefits of this particular 
f.'clean-up campaign" wi l l be felbrfriore 
particularly by the residents of : Mis
sion themselves, i t & expected that Mis
sion w i l l be a more delightful place 
for the troops than before. 

R E G I M E N T A L C O R R E S P O N D E N C E 

The Rio Grande RATTLER asks the, co
operation and help of every un i t . of 
the Division i n obtaining the news'; of 
each individual organization. 
* Space units compel us to allow each 
regiment about one-half column or-ap
proximately five hundred words. 
• Lieut . C. R. Baines, news editor, re

quests that the authorized regimental 
correspondent procure' the news items 
from the various company correspond
ents,, whip i t into shape and forward 
as soon as possible. 

The Rattler asks every organization 
to co-operate by appointing their cor
respondent at once. , 

Copy, should reach Division Head
quarters not later than the Thursday 
night preceding date of publication.',, 

N O F L I E S O N E N G I N E E R S 

There is no need injthe camp of .the 
Twenty-second Engineers.,to yraise the 
traditional cry of the' corps; VHcaVls 
U p ! " so far as flies are concerned. 
Flies are as scarce as tarantulas i n rite 
camp, and tarantulas are scarcer thaffl 
than a n y p l a c e , else*,on -the division 
reservation. When the second battal
ion settled on the site west of (h-.j H i 
dalgo road i t had its fu l l share of. fticsL 
I t would have them yet, perhaps, i f 
Captain George H . Johnson, of H . Com-

.pauy, ,hadn '_t sent his mess sergeant into 
town for some disinfectant. 
. The sergeant came back with u co'm~ 
pound of carbolic acid (name to appear 
in these columns when the makers' ad
vertisement does, this be !ag a news
paper that rises above a l l business of
fice considerations) daib/nel for use as 
a stable and corral -iip. He caught 
as welt, a big t in atomiser and sprayed 
the clustered thousands along tho ridge 
pole of the company :kitchen. He spray
ed the other thousands about the - in
cinerator and the sink, and the fly then 
and there ceased to be a problem with 
H . Company. 

Through .the rest of the battalion the 
word spread, and by the time the'.First 
Battalion moved i n on August d, there 
weren't flies enough to supply a mn4 
seum, and there are fewer st i l l nowj 
When the spraying began one company 
of the engineers had fourteen men oh 
the .sick:- l ist . - Two weeks later i n the 
entire'.'battalion, there was but one, a 
private in quarters because of the kick; 
of a mule. . 

: E v e i y t h i n g i n the, c lothes l i n e for. "pf-f, d i t t y , - ^ 
B a n t s & a t ' " f i t ' ' ' . , C l p t h e s i t h a t w e a r l i k e y o u r o l d 0 
£> :s .but as coo l as cotton, k h a k i . B a n d a n n a s , cool 
i i n d e r w e a r ; , etq 

._ W'on eonunissioned. officers, come? -to u s f o r yo.ur-
C h e v r o n s . W e 1 c a n h e l p j*ou ;se;tf them, on , top . 

" S h i p m e n t s c o m ^ # ^ t h i s 
store the l e a d e r i n so ld iers supp l i es i n t o w n . "Watch 

'ffi'par a n n o u n c e m e n t i n t h e n e x t issue o f the R i o 
G r a n d e , R a t t l e r . 

T H E L U M B E R , 

. T h e n see . : 

M i s s i o n L u m b e r C o . , 
J u s t A c r o a s t f r e j p l a i l r o a d 

T r a c k s ! ; 

j j p £ j S . A g n e j r V , M a n a g e r 

Glad to do Susiness 
With you SoUttir Boys 

C . P . W R I G H T 

M e n s ' F u r n i s h i n g s 

M a i n S t r e e t 

M i s s i o n T e x a s 
I 

l i t T h e 

P A L p E O F 

f t s v t e s | 

H § » T • 

E l l i o t t B . R o b e r t s * P r o p | 

M i s s i o n , . - T e x a s ^ f 

C I T Y i i r a O R E 

, J ^ n * s ^ e s h u n d r e d s 

b t i t i p i i i g i o f h i r e s ' r o o t 
^.^0'^^%i^j^^d i c e i s 
t h e c o l d e s t d r i n k i n 
t o w n ^ | f c « ^ f c ^ ; 

w w w * 

Jttst across f rom P o s t Office 

: - : M c A L L E N : - : 

O u r t a b l e i s w o r k i n g t o 
c a p a c i t y a t e v e r y m e a l 

e v e r y o n e g o e s 

A r r a n g e f o r Y o u r T a b l e i n 

A d v a a ^ 

O n e b l o c k f r o m M a i n S t r e e t , 

M c A L L E N 

FIRST STATE B A N K OF 
M c A L L E N 

{A G t & a R A f c T Y B A N K ) 

R e s o u r c e s o n e q u a r t e r m i l l i o a 

W e a r e g l a d t o p la ce o u r f a 
c i l i t i e s a t y o n £ $ i s p o s a l a n d 
a s s u r e y o u o f cour teous a n d 
i n t e l l i g e n t t r e a t m e n t . 

W e s o l i c i t Recounts of $100 
a n d o v e r . 

R e a d " T h e R a t t l e r " 

FIRST S T A M A N K OF 

M c A U e t t y l ^ / 1 . ' T e x a s 
D.W. GJaescock, Pr«e. F . G. Crow.V .P \ 

H E L D 
T h e N e w M i s s i o n G r o c e r y a n d M e a t i s m a k i n g 

H i s t o r y i n t h i s l o ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f e 

W e S e l l G r o c e r i e s i n b u l k a t J o b b e r s ^ ^ c e s 

a n d h a n d l e g o o d s i n , c a r l o a d l o t s . 

C a n f i l l y o u r o r d e r o n fruit, e g g s , b u t t e r ^ f ^ v e ^ t a b l e s . ' P h o n e 

o r c a l l t o s e e u s b e f o r e b u y i n g e l s e w h e r e . -

W e c a n fit y o u r c o r r i p a n y o u t w i t k J s ^ w f o o d e f f ^ F S f i f ^ e p r i c e . 1 
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U N C L E S A M ' S B U S I N E S S 

m / f P U S H E D TO THE LIMIT 

S o l d i e r s P u t M c A l l e n o n t h e M a p - P o s t o f f i c e a n d T e l e 

g r a p h O f f i c e D o i n g B i g B u s i n e s s . 

POSTOFFICE RECEIPTS INCREASE 1000 PER C E N T — - M A N Y TELEGRAMS 

T h e g r e a t v o l u m n o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d correspondence e m u l a t 
i n g f r o m t h e S e c o n d B r i g a d e a n d t h e a u x i l i a r y t r o o p s o f the S i x t h 
D i v i s i o n h a s j u m p e d t h e t e l e g r a p h office o f M c A l l e n t o t h e f i r s t i n t h e 
s t a t e i n t h e v o l u m n o f business h a n d l e d . M u c h of t h i s i s m a d e u p o f 
n e w s despatches , these a lone a m o u n t i n g t o as g r e a t a n u m b e r o f w o r d s 
as t h e r e g u l a r s e rv i ce o f t h e A s s o c i a t e d P r e s s . 

A n e v e n g r e a t e r i n c r e a s e i n b u s i n e s s has come t o the M c A l l e n 
postoff ice w h i c h i s n o w i i t i s s a i d ; t h e t h i r d i n s ize i n T e x a s , b e i n g e x 
ceeded o n l y b y H o u s t o n a n d S a n A n t o n i o . T o i l l u s t r a t e , the greatest 
Blue o f s t a m p s i n a n y one m o n t h be fo re t h e N e w Y o r k s o l d i e r s came 
w a s 7300, i n J u l y t h e sales a m o u n t e d t o 72,700. T h e d a y t h e camps 
w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d h e r e t h e m a i l w a s c a r r i e d f r o m the s t a t i o n o n a h a n d 
c a r t , t h e d a i l y d e l i v e r y n o w averages t h r e e two -horse t r u c k l o a d s . 

O n a n a v e r a g e 40,000 pieces o f m a i l a re sent o u t f r o n M c A l l e n 
e v e r y d a y . B e t w e n 60,000 a n d 75,000 a r e r e c e i v e d , a n d i f i t h a d n o t 
b e e n f o r o r d e r s f r o m D i v i s i o n H e a d q u a r t e r s w e m i g h t n o w , a m o n t h 
l a t e r , be j u s t g e t t i n g m a i l w h i c h came i n t h e f i r s t w e e k . P o s t m a s t e r 
J a n u a r y ' s f o r c e w a s wholly i n a d e q u a t e , a n d even a t $3 a d a y he w a s 
u n a b l e t o h i r e t h e a d d i t i o n a l c l e r k s h e n e e d e d . 

I n t h i s e m e r g e n c y G e n e r a l O ' R y a n c a l l e d p e r s o n a l l y u p o n the 
/ P o s t m a s t e r G e n e r a l f o r a d d i t i o n a l e q u i p m e n t , g e t t i n g f i r s t o f a l l a 
s t a m p c a n c e l l i n g m a c h i n e , w h i c h tfye M c A l l e n office, n a t u r a l l y e n o u g h , 
h a d n e v e r h a d . T h e n a n a s s i g n m e n t of m e n t o the office f o r the p u r 
p o s e o f h a n d l i n g the m i l i t a r y m a i l w a s m a d e . . L i e u t . C o l . F r a n c i s J . 
fylcGann, q u a r t e r m a s t e r corps , w a s m a d e m i l i t a r y p o s t m a s t e r . 

O n the d e t a i l i t s e l f w e r e p u t a n u m b e r v e t e r a n employes o f the 
N e w Y o r k postoffice, m e n w h o b r o u g h t n o t o n l y t h e i r n a t i v e s k i l l b u t 
exper ience i n the b iggest o f f i ce i n the c o u n t r y . C h i e f a m o n g these 
m e n w e r e S e r g t . M a j o r W . J . G r e e n e , T w e l f t h I n f a n t r y , a n d C h i e f 
M u s i c i a n G e o r g e C o l y e r . S e v e n t h I n f a n t r y . T h e others o n t h e d e t a i l 
a r e C o l o r S e r g t . G e o r g e N . C h i l d s , S i g n a l C o r p s , C o l o r S e r g t . W . R : 
M c K i n n o n , S e v e n t y - f i r s t I n f a n t r y , C o r p o r a l S y d n e y T a y l o r , S e c o n d 
F i e l d A r t i l l e r y , C o r p o r a l W . D . R i c h e r t , F i r s t F i e l d H o s p i t a l , P r i v a t e 
M a u r i c e A . N e w f i e l d , T h i r d A m b u l a n c e C o m p a n y a n d P r i v a t e C o r 
n e l i u s O ' C o n n o r , S e v e n t y - f i r s t I n f a n t r y . 

F o l l o w i n g is a l i s t o f M i l i t a r y M a i l w h i c h r e m a i n s u n c l a i m e d 
dt t h e M c A l l e n P o s t Office, f o r t h e p e r i o d e n d i n g A u g u s t 8, 1916. 

Peraona c a l l i n g f o r same w i l l p lease, g i v e the date of t h i s l i s t . 

IN THE DEAD 

OF NIGHT 

F i r s t C a l l t o A r m s C a u s e s 

R i p p l e o f E x c i t e m e n t 

a t M c A l l e n 

ORGANIZATION AHD DISCIPLINE 

Alv is , J . J . 
Anderson, John, 
Aust in , B . Corp, 

ij Ayres, J J . 
' Abbott , E a r l 

Adams , B .Arthu ; 
Armes, 
Aamold A . George 
Blanton E . G. 
Babbett G. James 
Becker M . F . 
Buford Edward 
Berpr. J . H . Corp. 
Brown B . Robert 
Beisel Wm. T. 
Borrows Lorsuzo 
Bi l l ings Herbert 
Bowman J . 
Beloian Leon 
Blank Raymond 
Barclay G. Henry 
B i r d Wi l l iam 
Becker Robert. 
Burke Wi l l iam 
Bowden Harry . 
Boyle J . S. Geo. 
Bone Chfts. 
BeBBon Robert 
Burke Chaplain 
Bushom Edward. 
Bennet A . M . 

. Boone W. Thomas 
' Beede L J 

Baker J . William*. 
- Barry Frank. 

Busch Al f red 
Brunner Chas. 
Byrne George 
Barael l E . Joseph 
Corey V . Thomas 
Cate, Wi l l iam B . 

. Clinton Bernard 
Clark, Clarence 
Caldwell Wm. -
Cox, M . Carl . 
Clyprindes Joe. 
Corvett John 
Carliu T. Lieut . 
Clark E d . 
Clark Fred 
Cassiday James 
Crolins P . Al len 
Corley T . F . Sgt. 
Cummings Raymond 
Clark John 
Cooley Horace 
Conlon W. J . 
Cahi l l Wm. 
Clement Harold Tripp, 
Davis Stanley * 
Donnell Russell Gory 
Davis F . H . 
DuPont Albert 
Decker Frank 
Duchanl Werbert 
Depper A . L . 
Demper J . 
Dewart M u r i y 
Bovine Frank 
Duncan Clarenot 

1 Dixon 3. , j f 

Donovan Jack 
Durham T . L . . -
Diaz Jnlien 
DeBconse'C. I . Col . 
Emnevciek Fred 
Evarts Wm. M . 
Elertsoa Ted 
Edwards Walter 
Esken Frank 
B unions Geo. B . 
Feat John 
Fox. D . 
FJynu Robert 
F i t ter John 
Flor id Frank 
Fox 8. W. 
F o x George . 
F a i r Richard 8. 
tfroehlieh H . E . Serge. 
Ferguson Geo. 1 . 
Boose Edward . 
Bnholm Walter A . 
Lavera Guy E . Sergt. H a j 
Loree James T. 
Loom Donald Mae 
Marine Jerry 
Lowry E . H . 
Lyon* Wm. T . 
Ireland M a r k L . 
Ivaniok George A . SergV 
Irwin Wi l l iam 
Kirohor Harry 
Jaaawoa Henry. ?WM 
Imhola B U I 
Jon mo* Frank 7T. -:<rV 
J U r t A . M a > r . 

H o y Thomas 
Holmer Chas. T . iSfeM 
Hess Dudley 
H a r m Ottle 
Henrietta Joe. 
Illeeh A l l e r t 
Farrow R. 8. 
Hunt Leslie -
Hayden F . T. 

-Henderick Thomas 7. 
Farrington W . E . 
Haggerty John 
Heilmann E . D. 
H a U . P . M . Sergt. 
Holbron L . T: Capt. 
Hopkins Joseph mm 
Holmer Chas. 
Tones T L . 
Joh Leopold 
Johnson John. J . 
Jar dot Leo. • 
Von Kel ler H . 
Kuzniicr George 
Ael log Leslie S. 
Knight B i l l • 
K u r t z Norwood 
Keister Geo. 
K i n g Carlton 
'Keteham Elmer 
Keenan Frank 
Kennedy E . 
Lampe H . . , 
Lawlor E •"*• 
Luke Chas. W . 
Lawarence Arley 
Xynah James A . Squadron A 
Lynch Howard 
Lervery J . t§^-M 
Leyaen Loyle 
L o r d Harry 
Lewis Henry 
Griffin Ben 
Glpnic Chas. S. Corp. 

. Guieltman Corgell 
H i l l G. W. * 
Hanna Donald 
Hislop John J . 
Howard Chas. Lieut . 
Grave George Corp. 
George J * H . Lieut. 
Glenn Grosenir E , 
Gnrinshy James. 
Grinnell Lawrence £ 
Gerbf ield Parley 
Greene C. F . 
Gardner Vernon 
Franke Paul "r r. 
Fliege Harold B . 
F i t ch Clyde E 
F i r t h Wi l l i am *J. 
Gerson A . L 
Gottlieb M . 
Treembell A l lan T, 
Grover David. H . Wmr# 
Gottlieb M a x 
Goldmeer S. *v,-irt.'̂ -*™--
Georke Edward 
Gonke Edward 
Gouse Holniur Ed-
Hackney F . C. . 
McMullen J . R. 
Morris J . A . CbrpA 

Meske Fred ; Saf 
Mohan J . . 
MowTiUiams Knox 
Murray Wm. Leo. 
Mel dine •rerur. 
McCaae E d . *• 
Mahaa Andrew 
McLaughlin Wil l iam 3 . 
Mart in John. 
Morgan Arthur M . 
MattUon Wm. B. 
Mart in John. 
Mareh Stanley 
Murphy James 
McLaughlin P . A . 
MeKinuey Oakley W. 
Murphey M . J . . £ r 
Maspherson Petsr Dr . 
MeCartty Patrick 
McDonald Harry 
Murry R. 
Micalis Clarence G. L i s a t 
McLean Donald 
Maekessy T . Frank 
McCal ly Aloyiius 
McXenna John 
McKenna John 
Mattison 
MoKee Howard 
MeCormiek Frank 
MoLean Chan. y;C*' 
Oeterleaut Bnrgt i f •-{! 
Olover Leslie A . Se*3t C " 
OConaar Daniel S. - • , f ? 
Peasa Antony 
Pett i* C 

According to a number of officers of 
high rank the ca l l to arms which took 
place recently, extending from division 
headquarters on the railroad track to 
the remotest cavalry outpost along, the 
Hidalgo road, was the best possibks.t'pst 
of the general efficiency and alertness 
of the guard. (Within a few minutes 
of the first call by the bugler of the 
Firs t Fie ld Art i l lery whose trumpet 
split the air with that unmistakable 
note at about 12:30 in the morning', 
every soldier at McAl len was awake, 
for the call was. repeated again and 
again traveling quickly down the long 
line of tent streets unti l every regiment 
was tumbling into its equipment. And 
within less than a haat hour infantry 
artillery and cavalry were ready to go 
from here to the RIO Grande—on to 
Mexico Ci ty for that matter—ready to 
fight, ready to prove that there arc no 
Boy Scouts in this' outfit. 

Even the Field Art i l lery whose eqnip 
menti is extremely clumsy when com
pared with that of the infantry or cav
alry were ready within that half hour, 
Borne of the batteries making record 
time. The entire division acted as i t 
would act i n war time. 

The Second Field now has its hos
pital building and is getting its mess-
shacks and kitchens. Instead of a bar
ren brown street exactly the same as 
every other barren brown street he has 
seen from day to day, he finds now a 
street with a palm or two, a street with 
garden fronts of oats,' onions,—green 
things of various kinds. He looks at 
headquarters row and admires Colonel 
Wingates magnificient palms. H e sees 
that his own street has something an
other street can't boast, or that another 
street has something that ought to 
decorate his own. During the first few 
weeke he saw nothing but W O R K . Noir 
" t h e place looks l ike something." 

R . ,W. F . 2nd F . A . : 
Parker G. W. Sergt. 
Pelecan Frank Corp. 
Fussing W. A . Sergt. 
Powell Capt. 
Pearinan J . 
Peterson Car l . 
Pritchard James C. 
Porter Chas. 
Quackenbos Henry F . 
Rosemior Fred 
Rodenbeck G. A . 
Rucker Henry 
Randolph Wil l iam 
Ronan James 
Booh C. W. Sergt. 
Ruppeel F . H . 
Regan Harold J . 
Randolph Jack. 
Bei l ly Harry * 
Russell Joseph . 
Rose Albert 
Ross A . 8. 
Reader H . C. 
Ramson Joseph 
Reed Robert 
Sivers Peer 
Silbert Joe 
?mith W..S. 
Smith Truman 
Spiller Shuey 
Slensby Carroll 
Stringfollow T. S. 
Snyder Fred . 
Suydem John 
Smith Louis 
Sigmond Wil l iam 
Seaman Valentine 
Slayton Walter W. 
Scott Walter 
Seymore M a j . 
Sylna Joseph 
Sharp Bryan ' 
Smite E d . 
Smith Norman 
Smith Chas. M . 
Seegan Andrew 
Shaperd Leon 
Schmidt Joseph 
Salary John 
Sessions Walter 
Thomas O. L . J . 
Torrence Capt. 
Tate Thomas 
Thomas Oliver 
Thomas Walter 
Thompson H . Chester 
Tope Bert 
Tanner W. 
Tibbals Rainer 
Townsend Donald C. 
Thoree James 
Tralsen T. 

Tamara Frank M . C. 
Vaughan Ned 
Van Auker G X Sergt 
Vaughn Wil l i s J . 
Wickcns V . 
Williams Sallie 
Waits M . 
Walsh Geo. W 
Wood Arthur B . 
Wemple J . C , >•', 
Welch Chas. 
Waterman G. H . 
Welkins Will iams 
Will iams Frank 
Walsh W. O. Snrgt. 
Waneh Wm. Corp 
W & t t r Choi. 
Weislan Lefaeea . " w j J a * 
Wilao W. H . 
Wallace Leroy '*• 
Winston Geo. 
Wight Griffith 
Young Wil l iam Henry 

GOING TO " C O R P U S ? " 
The management of the Gulf Coast 

Lines announces a series of popular 
priced excursions to Corpus Christi.-
These wi l l be run on Saturday and over 
the week-end so as not to interfere with 
the regular dr i l l schedule of the New 
York troops. 

The firfit excursion wi l l iake place 
next Saturday, leaving McAllen about 
10 a. m. returning Sunday night. This 
w i l l allow 94 hours in " C o r p u s , ' ' with 
the advantages of a bathing beach, the* 
aires, etc Cote wi l l be provided on the 
pavillion for 25 cents each . F u l l inform* 
atiea w i l l be circulated daring the 
week by means of dodgers, os details 
may be obtained from the ticket agent 
at Use station. 

S H A R Y L A N D 

I f t h e 2 0 , 0 0 0 N e w Y o r k t r o o p s i n t h i s l o c a l i t y 

s h o u l d s t a r t h o m e t o m o r r o w , t h e n a m e o f 

S h a r y l a n d w o u l d b e a p l e a s a n t 

m e m o r y i n t h e i r m i n d s . 

S h a r y l a n d i s t h e S p i r i t o f H o s p i t a l i t y 

W e h a v e been m o r e t h a n g l a d t o e n t e r t a i n the officers of t h e D i v i s i o n i n o u r S h a r y l a n d 

c lubhouse . "We h a v e w e l c o m e d t h e N e w Y o r k t roops as t h e y h a v e passed t h r o u g h S h a r y l a n d 

on m a r c h o u t s a n d t r i p s t o the r i f l e r a n g e . 

A s f o r S h a r y l a n d , none o f us h a v e been v e r y l o n g here i n the " m a g i c " RIO G r a n d e v a l 

l e y . T h i s p e r f e c t c o m m u r l t v d e v e l o p m e n t i s o n l y t w o a n d a h a l f y e a r s o l d , b u t a l r e a d y 

7,000 acres here are u n d e r c u l t i v a t i o n . T h e p r o s p e r i t y a n d enthus iasm o f o u r f a r m e r s i s due 

tO"'the r i chness o f the s o i l , w h i c h i s sponsored b y a n equable , a l l - y e a r r o u n d c l i m a t e . 

I f a n y N e w Y o r k m e n hav e f r i e n d s w h o m a y be in te re s te d i n t h e purchase of a per fect 

i r r i g a t i o n d i s t r i c t , the management w i l l p r o m p t l y s e n d f u l l i n f o r m a t i o n on request . "We i n v i t e 

p e r s o n a l i n s p e c t i o n . 

J o h n H . S h a r y 

" S H A R Y L A N D " 

M i s s i o n , T e x a s 

C i t y N a t ' I B a n k B m T g , 

O m a h a , N e b r a s k a 

I t C o s t s 1 5 c e n t s t o T e l e p h o n e 

M i s s i o n 

W e h a v e a W h i t e M a n o n t h i s e n d o f t h e w i r e w h o 

c a n t a k e y o u r o r d e r s w i t h o u t m i x i n g t h i n g s u p 

\ T e l e p h o n e u s Y o u r N e x t O r d e r — W e ' l l M a k e G o o d 

D E S E R T W A T E R B A G S 

K e e p w a t e r 22 degrees coo ler 

t h a n atmosphere . $1.05 a n d 1.45. 

E V E R R E A D Y F L A S H L I G H T S 

B a t t e r i e s a n d bu lbs , f u l l l i n e . G e t 

one f o r i n t e r i o r g u a r d o r p i c k e t 

l i n e d u t y . 

B A S E B A L L G O O D S 
F R O M R E A C H 

to m a k e y o u f o rge t the w e a t h e r . 

G e t y o u r s ! 

L A N T E R N S , G O G G L E S A N D 
J E W E L R Y 

B i g V a r i e t y 

O F F I C E R S ' B I D I N G C R O P S 

S A D D L E S O A P 

C U T L E R Y 

B R U S H E S 

H a i r , Shoe , S c r u b a n d S h a v i n g . 

S A F E T Y R A Z O R S 

R E V O L V E R S 

A u t o m a t i c s , ho ls ters a n d amuni -

t i o n . C o r p o r a l o f t h e G u a r d I 

W H I T E E N A M E L W A R E 

C u p s , P l a t e s a n d P l a t t e r s . E a t 

one m o r e m e a l off a c l ean p la te . 

O u r S t o r e i s F i l l e d W i t h 

a r t i c l e s t o m a k e y o u r c a m p l i f e 
p l e a s a n t . O u r c l e r k s a r e c o u r t e 
ous a n d w e l l t r a i n e d . T e l e p h o n e 
M i s s i o n 1£ a t an»/ t i m e . 

W e w i l l D e l i y e r A n y w h e r e i n M c A f l e n a n y O r d e r E x c e e d i n g $ 1 0 

H a y e s - S a m m o n s H d w r . C o 

S E N D T H E R A T f L E t T O Y O U R H O M E 



I 

M a n y o f t h e o f f i c e r s a n d m e n n o w a t M c A l l e n 

a n d , o t h e r e n c a m p m e n t s a r e d r i n k i n g ffhtteRocK. 
e x c l u s i v e l y . 

A v o i d t h e d e l e t e r i o u s e f f e c t s o f t h e l o c a l s t r o n g 

l y a l k a l i n e w a t e r b y d r i n k i n g fffiffeflbdc 

fttu'fcPodc w i t h a d a s h o f l e m o n w i l l i n s t a n t l y 

q u e n c h y o u r t h i r s t . 

f/flufc&ocfQ i s g r a t e f u l t o a d e r a n g e d s t o m a c h . 

B y d r i n k i n g i t y o u a v o i d t h e b a d e f f e c t s o f t e n 

i n d u c e d b y o v e r - i n d u l g e n c e i n p o p a n d o t h e r 

s o d a - f o u n t a i n p r e p a r a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y i f t h e y b e 

s e r v e d u n d e r u n t o w a r d c o n d i t i o n s . 

W e a r e r e c e i v i n g m a n y o r d e r s t r o m h o m e -

f r i e n d s o f t h e o f f i c e r s a n d m e n n o w o n t h e 

B o r d e r f o r t o b e d e l i v e r e d d i r e c t 

l y ] t o t h e m , a t t h e i f c a m p s . 
Hfi.i1*&irir freshly bottled at the Spring, is procurable of all 
fwOUe-nw^ t h e g r o c e r y t drUg ana- bottle trade in all the en
campment points. 

DRINK 

"The World's Best Table Water 
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MAGIC CITY 

O F T H E V A L U I 

M c A l l e n S u d d e n l y B e c o m e s 

A n I m p o r t a n t " C i t y " W i t h 

P e r p l e x i n g P r o b l e m s 

MILITARY HEADQUARTERS DIVISION 

B y Curl D i ck le, 
Staff Correspondent, The N. Y . Times, 
attached, to 'the New York Division, 

, iFirst Fie ld Army. 
' ' ) a McAllen, -described by her residents 
as, " t h o Wonder City of the Magic 
Val ley , ' * has undergone great change 
since a city of soldiers has arisen on 
her borders, making the Texas- village 
of 5,000 inhabitants only a suburb. 

Along the long central street that be
gins in the desert' among the niesquito 
shacks and dirty children of a Mexican 
village, then runs through pavements, 
brick-faced '" bahk' ' Imildings, hotel 
porches, a line of palm trees, and beau
t i fu l l ittle dwellings, and out into the 
desert again , 10,000 soldiers loiter and 
chaff one another as often as they are 
able to get their one hour and a half or 
three hours away "from '"the tented 
streets of their camp. ... 

McAllen, the ; J fabledj c i t y / ' of on* 
velopment c'om'panv'•• brochures that 
sprang up i n seven years, has sprung to 
its duty ' as' a hostess 1 city 
in seven days*: spriing *'tb*"ifc '"with s.a 
knowledge of Coney -IslanU' methods, 
that has made the New' York soldiers 
wonder. For " t h e Magic j City!"., b r 
magic in oue_ short Ayeek lias made pre
paration for the visit's of hungry and 
thirsty soldiers, soldiers who want baths 
and shaves, too, more' prepUration^than1 

she ever made for any threatened'- ban
dit raid. Along tho paved business dis
trict that runs only two'short blocks, 
or not more than 100 -yards, restaurants; 
lunch-rooms, ice cream shops, bottling 
works, shooting galleries ,fruit stands, 
and trinket places Halve' sprung up'-evcu 
more quickly than did the corneals in 
.the camps. Even -an - undertaker' has 
'moved in . _ 

The telegraph offices have been ex
panded; real estate offices have been 
t imid into pie counters; squalid little 
side rooms in rickety hotels have been 
raked out, sprinkled-with insect powder 
and turned into sleeping rooms; par
lors have been" transformed to office 
for a regiment or two of- special maga
zine writers and newspaper reporters. 
Doctors' offices and" drug stores have, 
been turned into newstands. 
j Every place has been made a soft 

drink bar, for " every Northerner i s 
thirsty, and there is .more than one 
the old swinging door,.' sawdust floor 
saloons of the typical- West But Mc
Allen's mayor runs a soft drink" place, 
nnd the Council is agaiust allowing any. 
stiffcr competition on the main plaza. 

'In the Mexican quarters, where old 
Mexicans, who look as i f they had been 
burned to brown" crisps in the desert 
furnace, stand in the makeshift doors 
lof shaeks or look through the cracks 
in the 'boards, there are one or two of 
the old "buckhorh saloons." They are 
more museums of natural history than 

• saloons. Stuffe-f rattlesnakes poise on 
' corner shelves ready to strike, wildcats 
! snarl and fight upon the walls, arma
dillos, rolled up in balls, defy the at-

I tempts of pumas to unroll a dinner^ 
; coyotes and wolves bare their teeth at 
I stuffed deer, parrots'Vint Mexican can-' 
aries scream anil sing in every corner. 

i l n the center of" a l l is a picture of Cus
ter's last fight" :for'the gallant stand of 
the American soldiers against the Sioux 

j ou the Litt le B i g Horn seems to be an 
• epic throughout the Southwest in Mexi-
! can hearts as well as American. 
:", jNear by is a picture of the execution 
; of MaximilLian, and that, too, seems to 
have a place in Mexican hearts, for, as 
an old Mexican saidf 

i f "' Y i v a L a Mexicanaj'all-gringoes get 
.the same.'' . 
. ;\That was, perhaps, his way of saying 
that, the Mexican national spirit flames 

r against all foreign* empire-seekers; 
j l ^ I a a l l of these places, at'least in 'Gu-
crra.'s1—Gnerra is a cientifico in wealth 
•mid. a peon in spirit—ragged Mexicans 
drink, in the sanie room, sometimes 

, along 'the same bar, with land-owning 
Mexicans who wearHblack suits, fluffy 
black ties, and enormous black sombrer
os with sometimes' !a \rcd scarf covering 
the leather belt-innd'the pistol holster. 

A string band, of guitars and mando
lins, accompanied1'* by "a flute er a 
squeaky human vttieV, plays-:tll'e nation
a l - airs of two:" Countries—for this i i 
the border. The' players are a l l old 
men, and some o^"theili hav̂ tf' been sol-

. *liers. One has' only''one5 Teg.!'I'He i o s t 
the other i n a battle* with : ' the Diaz 

. forces many ycar's ago, mot,liy a'cannoh 
• hall) but by gaMgyeniVmudMit 'himself 
. cut.the wounded leg'.off' while "Tie was 
•( , iu tthe middle of the desert; There ctb 

Sany of .these one leggtd- m6n'-iin1j,thlj:i 

_ exican quarter, sonle' oritV'anid,'""stimV 
; .young, for Mexican revolutions have' 
. been many and some have been recent.: 
: But they do not • beg.: There*, are no 
" Mexican beggars, at least none in M • 

Al len. Some are barbers, .̂ ouie nrc uui-
; «c[ahs, and some just exi^t.ns it seems 
• .only Mexicans can exist,'.oh nothing!;' '• 

A wrinkled old Indian sits immobile 
i o.n a barrel in Guerra's planfuc Some-' 
, jUmes he moves only. to wipe a. glnss, 

'but never to get out of the'way." J-Jp is 
. the old civilization, looking but seeing 
' nothing, thinking but thinking^nothing, 

eyes peering only in therpafct- - These 
places are the centre, o f - tho Mexican 
quarter and its men , all gather' the re' 
laud celebrate, for the most part .silently, 
tho coming of the^ 'gr ingo '^eoldier j ' 

i "for the " g r i n g o " soldier brings-safety-
' .They celebrate silently f 6r.'they*featTtho 

J,j gringo, ' 
II Here and there is a Mexican1' -store 
r im by men with long black "mustaches 
'and corduroy brceej^ee and'dirty- shirts/ 
They sell Mexican* drawn work am]«m-

. "broidery made i n Koto- Jersey-iairdiiMbs?-
: Man pottery made _-iu Ohio^ and the 
• Mexicans call them Imnditsj: lAmorioan • 
| bandits. Then there/, are- the shacks, 
i r.voodon shacks, and straw- shacks, adobe 
I l l a e k s and log shacks, shacks with 

windows and shacks with square holes, 
Fujke with doors nnd' shacks with en-

- , r * 8 * . ' h narrow cracks, 
.V.mVh with wide cracks, but all 

^ W S SENT IN BY O U R D I V I S I O N U M T S * " ] 

S E V E N T H i N F A N T j i y 

At the.eiul of six weeks in camp, the 
civic imjirov emimts of West McAllen 
are near completion. Considering the 
abrupt change in the daily routine from 
the' soft side of an office chair to the 
sunny side of a million and one trench 
digging details, the men of the Seventh 
have-presented a remarkable example 

.of discipline under conditions which are 
'^'severe test of character. Tt is the 
small unimportant details of l i fe which 
so often try the patience. Given- a 
chance to win distinction by a brilliant 
charge filled with the enthusiasm of 
combat and fired by patriotism most 
men come forth with f lying colors. But 
take those same men and hand them 
some week or so of steady digging and 
uninteresting manual labor and .they 
become fi l led with seething fooling of 
revolt, especially i f they are forced to 
leave their usual haunts, habitations, 
means of livlihood, families and friends 
for the performance of duties more! eas
i l y and, economically performed by! lab
orers and of absolutely no value defen
sively. We don't mean to infer that 
this work of ours compares in suffering 
or< hardship with actual war conditions 
but we do say that it is an exceedingly 
severe test on the patience of the men. 

Trenches have been dug for pipes for 
the water system. Miles of streets have 
been ditched and graded and now pre
sent an appearance of util ity and neat
ness unequalled by many throughout the 
''west . Lieut. Frank J . Murphy had 
charge of this work and together with 
his assistants labored untiringly to drain 
a hole in an otherwise perfectly level 
stretch of country. This hole would 
'have lieen a most welcome attribute for 
a .county sheriff as i t would have effec
tually: held up any incautious speeders 
who happened upon i t unawares, and 
would have kept them in town unti l 
their appearance was required however 
'slow the wheels of justice turned. The 
regiment's Sullivan truck, driven by 
A. L . Mitchel, has been constantly on 
the job and while i t was enmired a cou
ple of times i t was soon extricated and 
performed functions of carting supplies 
and that super-luxury—mail. Also this 
faithful truck participated in the re
view 1 tendered to Major Flores com-

t iiKimlant of the garrison at Reynosa 
^Mexico, wherein every unit authorised: 
by the army was represented by the 7th 
Infantry. The regiment presented a 
fine appearance and i f the impression 
'conveyed to Major Flores was not as 
profound as Vas desired i t was undoubt
edly due to the fact that He appreciated 
the difficulty offered to infantry on 
his side of the Rio Grande. 
- The name of this paper seems partic

ularly apt to the writer for during a 
'dTrill. some few days ago we came upon 
'a* rattler dosing in the chaparral some 
'distance southwest of camp. It was 

of |_fcbme four and one half feet long and 
~ had' eight rattlers.. Pv t . Van Nostrand 

of Co. H . , cut off the rattlers and Pvt . 
Schmidt of the same company thrust 
liis bayonet through its head. 

•Perhaps due to the psychology of a l 
most war or perchance to good judg
ment five members of this regiment 
have become fathers of daughters, i The 
good.-judgment of cfourse is in having 
daughters rather than sons liable for 
military duty, for the worst misfortune 
thnt" could, happen to them would be to 
be . jyives"" of soldiers. The happy ones, 
ore '*Eap't. Kenneth Gardner command

ing the Machine Gun Co. Mess Sgt. 
Harold M . Konnard of the Headquar
ters Co., Lieut. Arthur Smith, Co., F., 
Sgt. Kenneth Halliday, Co. B . and Pvt . 
Herbert Bcusel, Co. E . 

The Machine Gun Co., has been exv 
tremely active breaking in mules under 
the supervision of Capt. Gardener and 
Lieuts. MeQuard and Van Home, and 
they had some bad actors to handle. 

The Seventh Regiment Gazette, the 
official monthly publication, arrived re
cently and was bought up with an avi-
,'dity that would gladden the heart of 
any publisher. The sales wore* neces
sarily largely on credit for Uncle Sam 
sort of overlooked paying us,,and coin 
of the realm is becoming a curiosity 
to' most of us. Glimpsed oyer the edi
torial desk of Metropolitan dailies, the 
National Guard is a kid.gloved organi 
zation of pale faced incompetents, una
ble to stand the gaff of field service 
Would that some of those pampered ink 
totsers were here with us doing their 
bit and noting with what spirit the N a 
tional Guard has accepted conditions 
that the hardened Regular is seldom 
called upon to stand, and maybe they 
would change their tune. 

To date the Regimental baseball 
.team has played three games. Squad
ron A defeated US 4-2. Then with the 
score 3-0 in our favor the second game 
was called in the 7th inning on account 
of rain. The first league game between 
the 7th and 7lst Infantries was won by 
the 7th by a score of 7*1. 

Last Monday the 7th participated in 
a brigade review tendered to Brigadier 
General Parker, U . S. A . commanding 
the Brownsville District, with the ex
ception of the N . Y . Division. 

As we go to press every company- is 
busily engaged in constructing elabor
ately screened mess halls. Of course 
we realize that to organizations which 
have had these so long they are an old 
story this may not seem much news 
but they look good to us, and we shall 
be very glad to be able to eat where 
we are sheltered from flies, sun and 
rain. 

FIRST C A V A L R Y 

shacks. ' 
,rT£lrown womeil with • wrinkled faces, 
••with* long, - stringy, greasy, black hair 
reaching to the Waist, and with perhaps 
a whining "niuchacho" or two ciing-
'" S t o ( them, leer at the passersby 
"through the openings in the wall . Here 
and* there a pretty sciiorita with a scar
let' mantilla peeps shyly through a,crack 
at the passing olive drab, but persist
ently'-refuses "to, f l i r t . v-'? 

Old men 'with straw sombreros sit on 
the.- ground near the houses, winding 
horsehair into hat-bands or rawhide into 
riatas: Naked brown children splash 
and peddle In puddles left by the rain, 
caking their heads with mud and diving 
l ike ducklings. They run out to greet 
the soldiers ,thrusting out muddy paws. 
General l ' ' They whimper i f the guards
men do not shake hands and do not re
ply ' 1 Buenos dios, muchacho 1''—for the 
to shake hands and crying. " Hello, 
militiamen are learning Spanish. Sol
diers in olive drab, rangers with wide 
hats and six-shooters, Mexicans with 
isolated whiskers, jostle along the nar
row sidewalks of the short business 
street. Here and there a young 
girl in a white dress- dodges through 
the pack of men. 

Scores of jitney automobiles " f o r 
h i r e " stick their noses against the 
curbs and wait for passengers, while 
ranchers in wagons, Mexicans with' ox 
teams, automobiles and motor cycles 
from the military' headquarters, rang
ers and -• officers on horseback, stream 
'through the muddy streets. 
' 'Officers and civilians crowd the' "ho

te l , porches. A hundred Mexican boys', 
with" bootblack 'boxes' on their backs,, 
jft|£]gfeltt^ only a 
,pair) of trousers and a' shirt. Their cries 
^ I^S^ lneI ; J M&eT i ^ ' ' cover their Eng
l ish '-vocabulary^*'or;at'least as much 
ns'tliey 'are will ing to'use.' They refuse 
pennies ami shiny• nickels as payment 
nor will they take a dollar bi l l , because 
they say it "'is'', no Hotter than V i l l a 
pnper/Whenever a soldier cries to them 
' ' V i v a Carrauza, ' ' ' they shake their 
heads-and cr>\.''*No, no! " When they 
hear. V V i v a V i l l a " they cry, " S i , s i , 
Sefia'r»,,yiva V i l l a , viva Mexicano, viva 
'Americano, v iva S e i i o r l " 
•' Just beyond the business1 section is 
P:tim Avenue, the Riverside 'Drive of 
Mi-AIk'n. On j i ts left is the park, 
'hed f̂afrj with palms, where they have 
weekly band concerts. Nearby is the 
-"zod,y : where a dozen brush deer that 
Troultl.*excite envy in " B i l l " Snyder, 
ruii ' around after the sun goes down. 
J.';ilnis :dtno3t hide the little cottages 
when' the Americans of the town live. 
During..tlip night, when the moon is 
f u l l ; a/id a cool Texas breeze is stirring 
the' stilt leaves, these plants look like 
great peacock*' tails fluttering and 
sprua'ding. 

This. is . McAllen, military metropolis 
now, that, the residents hope, to build 
into a financial metropolis, with a Wal l 
Street and Stock Exchangs, with an 
Opera i n place of the ' ' movies," and a l l 
the other comforts of home—if the sol
diers stay rlong enough,—N. Y . Times. ! 

The First Cavalry is looking forward 
to j moving camp some time, in the next 
two weeks. The new camp site report
ed to be is just beyond the camp of the 
Engineers and affords ample opportu
nity for swimming aud watering the 
pets. Permanent and substantial mess-
shacks nad wood floors are being ar
ranged for in the new camp. • 

The only persons not eager to move 
are two privates' in Troop * - ' I " of Buf
falo, who recently• invested • two years' 
pay in a public spirited way to'provide 
a Mexican boulevard and potted palms 
for their troop. These improvements 
w i l l have to be left behind, since the 
hombres neglected to make them por
table. A i n ' t war hell? 

As a relief from grooming horses 
and answering fatigue roll calls, a l l 
troops made an individual ride to H i 
dalgo and vicinity on one day of last 
week. Thirty miles of brush country 
received a thorough once-over. Sergt. 
Greason says they swallowed more 
alkal i dust than he ever imagined ex
isted before. 

Troop " L " has found a way to fool 
the flies. " W e don't blow the bugle 
for mess now,' ' they say, '"so the flies 
stay down beyond the picket l ine . ' ' 
Flies are pretty thick there, and that's 
no joke. ' - ^ i W 

' C H A P L I N C O M I N G TO M I S S I O N 

The Electric Theatre in Mission is 
making a. special play to draw out tht 
soldier trade, which so far' has been un
usually responsive. M r , Humason, - the 
manager, who also runs the new Huma
son Ice-Cream Company, announces that 
he has secured Charlie Chaplin i n " P o 
lice ' ' for Friday August 25th. - Next 
week we hope to present the program 
of the handsome Electric Theatre in 
our advertising columns. 

It isn 't always .the mule's disposition 
—sometimes' he looks around before he 
kicks ! ' , 

G o o d G o o d s 

C o m b i n e d W i t h 

G o o d S e r v i c e 

H a s m a d e o u r b u s n 

n e s s t h e l a r g e s t i n 

t h e H a r d w a r e L i n e 

t h i s s i d e o f H o u s t * 

o n o r S a n A n t o 

n i o . S S 4 P n 0 r i e v
 u s 

y o u r n e e d S a t o u r 

e x p e n s e . W e a r e 

I J o b b i n g b a s i s 

a n d o a n s a v e y o u 

m o n e y . S t o r e s a n d 

w a r e - h o u s e s a t 

M i s s i o n , M e r c e -

d e s a n d S a n B e n i 

t o . 

R io Grande Hardware & M a 

chinery Company, Miss ion 

" W E H A V E I T " 

H a m m o n d L u m b e r C o . 

i M c A l l e n , T e x a s 

D e a l e r s i n 

| | A l l K i n d s o f B u i l d i n g 

• ^ M a t e n d l ; " 

L i m e , B r i c k , C e m e n t , Lumber far Tent Poles, 
Floors, etc. C a l l o n u s a t a n y T i m e . 

" I N T H E H E A R T O F M c A L L E J S T 

2 5 T O N S O F I C E A D A Y 

O u r new p l a n t , p u t i n operat ion on A u g u s t 14th, w i l l s u p p l y M i s 

s ion-made ice i n abundance , both f or o u r r e g u l a r customers a n d the 

so ld iers . 

N o more " i c e famines . ' * O u r d a i l y capac i ty approx imates 2 5 
tons, i n slabs of 300lbs . each. 

Come i n a n d see o u r smokeless p o w e r p lant , pronounced one o f 
't the best i n the state. W e prov ide 24-hour electric service . C a n y o u 

1 use i t ? 

B u y y o u r ice f r p m us. O u r telephone i n M i s s i o n 187. 

M i s s i o n I c e , L i g h t & W a t e r C o 

J . A . S A D L E R , M a n a g e r 

F . ! G . C R O W 

C a r r i e s a C o m p l e t e L i n e o f 

L u m b e r , B u i l d e r s ' H a r d w a r e 

L i m e / C e m e n t , B r i c k a n d 

O t h e r M a t e r i a l 

W h e n i n n e e d o f f r i e n d l y a d v i c e i n b u i l d i n g y o u r 

f a r m o r c i t y h o u s e s a n d c a r e t o p a r t a k e o f Q u r 

l o n g e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e b u i l d i n g l i n e d o n o t h e s i 

t a t e t o c a l l o n u s . 

W e a r e H e r e ^ S e r v ^ l o u = 

" W E P U L L T O G E T H E R " 

F o r t h e U p b u i l d i n g o f M c A l l e n a n d t h e 

E n t i r e D i s t r i c t 8 

F r a n k G . C r o w 

' T h e O r i g i n a l B o o s t e r " 

K J o h n M , W i l l i a m s o n , M g r . , ' V * 

M c A L L E N j k f W - T E X A S 
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