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r.J ASSEMBLY, MAR. 29, 1850. 

REPORT 

Of the S e l e c t Committee on the s u b j e c t o f t h e Mew Y o r k Volunteers. 

The s e l e c t ooranittee, to which was r e f e r r e d t h e aubject o f t h e New-

Yo r k V o l u n t e e r s , would reepeotfully 

REPORT t 

T h a t , upon inveuti^ation o f the subject, an i In o r d e r to a c l e a r 

understanding of the object coi£ emplated i n t h e r e s o l u t i o n s , r e l a t i n g 

to the Hew Y o r k V o l u n t e e r s , the f o l l o w i n g f a c t a have demanded atten­

t i o n . 

Independence Imving been d e c l a r e d by t h o oi tizene of Texa*, i n 

J u n e , 1819 and' the .jraall Aeerican population t h e n found i n t h a t 

country h a v i n g been aoon a f " e r d i s p e r s e d o r s l a i n , a permanent 

settlement o f Ameriouna was e f f e c t e d i n the yo«r 1821, and by the 

year 1826, a l a r g e n-.aaber of A m e r i c a n o i t i a e n a , f rear, amy o f t h e 

S t a t e * of the Union, had s e t t l e d , improved tho lands , and b u i l t up 

towQS and v i l l a g e s . 

By t h e year 1833, the g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f the people were e i t h e r 

Aae r i c a t a s o r had o o c aam Awer ioanized, andwere c o n t i n u a l l y making 

s u c h iirjproveiaenta i n l a w s , t he a r t e , and saiencats, as w i r e i n accorwl-

a/ace with American ina t i t u t i o a a . A t t h i s t i r e , i t we found t h a t 

the laws o f M e x i c o , under whioh they were oompelled t o a c t , were un­

congenial with the s p i r i t o f Amer ican enterprise; and f i n d i n g a l l 

e f f o r t s , to have suoh laws e n a c t e d by the government o f Mex i c o as 

war e , i n t h e i r judgment, eons l a t e n t w i t h the well-being o f a f r e e aid 



i n t e l l i g e n t p e o p l e , they d e l i b e r a t e l y r e s o l v e d t o o r g a n i s e themselves 

i n t o a d i s t i n c t and s e p a r a t e s t a t e . 

In Eoceipber, 1836, an e l e c t i o n %vas h e l d , i n -viiioh e v e r y v o t e r 

e x p r e s s e d h i s wish, f o r or a g a i n s t a n n e x a t i o n t o th-* U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

The result of t h a t e l e c t i o n was, t h a t out o f a b c y t f o u r thousand 

v o t e s c a s t , o n l y about one hundred werr; g i v e n r o r :•. s e p a r a t e g o v e r n ­

ment. 

The p r e s i d e n t c i L l e x i c o , S a n ^ f Antm9 had overthrown t h e f e d e r a l 

g o v e r n :snt, V J V I a.i;;:;cied supreme and a b s o l u t e power • P r e v i o u s t o 

the d e c l a r a t i o n o f iudepj|nienu?;, the people oT Texas had asired a d ­
s'' 

m i s s i o n i n t o the c o n f e d e r a t i o n as a s e p a r a t e s t a t e , out the J'laxiuan 

Congress p a i d no a t t e n t i o n to t h e i r p e t i t i o n , and i m p r i s o n e d the 

agent s e n t t o t r e a t .vith them. Soon a f i S a n t a Anna endeavors 

t o have an a c t executed p r e v e n t i n g any American roxr. s o t t l i z i g i n T e x a s . 

Theso a g r e s s i o n s and u s u r p a t i o n s o f power, a x a i t e d t h ~ c i t i z e n s o f 

Texas to r e s i s t a n c e , and on t h e 2 6 t h o f September, 1835, t h e y d e f e a t e d 

a p a r t y o f M o x i c a i ^ a t the tov/u o|J G o n z a l e s , on tho h i o Guadaloupe. 

T h i s ms $b>« curaaen cement of a r e v o l u t i o n wui..:! c o n t i n u e d u n t i l 

S a n t a Anna was c a p t u r e d a t the b - t t l o o f San J a c i n t o , .aid l a d , sub-

s r ^ u e . u t l y , by a uclrann o b l i g a t i o n to b i n d b i i ^ s o l f t o acfcaowledgo 

and r a t i f y a cons t i t u t i o n formed i n March p r e v i o u s . 

The b o u n d a r i e s of Texas, a s then d e f i n e d , wer- " B e g i n n i n g a t t h e 

mouth of tiie R i o Grande, thence up the p r i n c i . ^ l s t r e a m of s u i d 

r i v e r t o i t s s o u r c e , thence due n o r t h to 42 de-trees n o r t h l a t i t u d e , 



thenco a l o n g the joundary l i n e , as d e f i n e d i n the t r e a t y between the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s and Spain in 1819 to the b e g i n n i n g . " 

•Texas c o n t i n u e d n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h the U n i t e d S t a t e s , G r e a t B r i t a i n 

Franoo and H a x i o o , up t o 1843, when n e g o t i a t i o n s '*ore opened 

between Texas and the U n i t e d S t a t e s , and a t r e a t y o f a n n e x a t i o n *rae 

s i g n e d by l i o n . Ju J t 0. C a l h o u n , s e c r e t a r y o f t i t a t o , i n A p r i l , 1844. 

T h i s s t e p see.'iOd to be f o r c e d upon the government oy i h e course 

o f p o l i c y pursue-d by Great P . r i t a i n . 

On the 22nd of A p r i l , 1844, Mr. T y l e r cuoj i t t e d a tr-K*ty o f a n ­

n e x a t i o n w h i c h was r e j e c t e d , and l e f t t h e r a t t e r open f u r d i s c u s s i o n . 

The s u b j e c t seeried to take a p o l i t i c a l t u r n , "nu was d i s c u s s e d d u r i n g 

t h e c&ir/aas pre c o d i n g the e l e c t i o n of l.Tr. y o i k , and a p p a r e n t l y 

approved by t h e people of the U n i t e d S t a t e s . In 1845, Congress t o o k 

a c t i o n on i t , md on J u l y 4, 1845, Texas b »•.•;. ••.!* one o f "the s t a t e s o f 

t h e U n i o n . 

I t '•••••s f e o r . c i n e c e s s a r y t h a t a p o r t i o n o f tne A m e r i c a n army 

s h o u l d bf; sent i n t o Texas t o p r o t e c t h e r f r o n t i e r , and i n the same 

y e a r Tan. T a y l o r was o r d e r e d t o proceed th'.ro, and t a k e such p o s i t i o n 

as '.voul ' oest. p r o t e c t the border s e t t l e m e n t s . He p roceeded f f p t i 

Corpus C r i s t i to ~he !Uo Grande, and commenced the b u i l tln/c o f a 

f o r t o p p o s i t e Matauorae, I f c x i o o , In a l l h i ; : ooi .-runic a t i o n o f r i t h t h e 

ITexioan a u t h o r i t i e s , Gen. T a y l o r gave e v e r y a s s u r a n c e t h a t r i s i n ­

t e n t i o n s .vero o f the most f r i e n d l y and peaceable c l - u r a o t e r , and t h a t 

h i s o r d e r s and i n s t r u c t i o n s f r o m government .vera, t o c u l t i v a t e the 

moat " r i e n r f l y r e l a t i o n e w i t h the Mexican government. B u t a s h o r t 

t i m e , however, had e l a p s e d , when Gen. T a y l o r n-nt out C a p t . T h o r n t o n , 



w i t h s i x t y - t h r e e d r a g o o n s , to watch the course of the r i v e r . Jnv.n 

about t h i r t y m i l e s f r o m the carp t h o y wore surrounded by a l a r g e 

body of M e x i c a n s , and s i x t e e n o f the dotachmer.t were M i l s d and the 

r e i m i n d e r t o k e n p r i.soners. A few days a f t a r , Cap t . h , l h e r , v i t h 

t h e Texan r a i i g e r s , v.-as a l s o a t t a c h e d and savor'. 1 of h i s men l e i l i e d . 

iter;. T a y l o r , i n s i t i n g to the Department o f *''ar a t t h i s t i m e , 

s t a t e ; ; U - i c a s e o f the attack upon C a p t . Thornton*s coxa and, and 

i n f o r m e d the government t h a t he c o n s i d e r e d h o s t i l i t i e s as h a v i n g 

oomraoneed, and a l s o t h a t he hat rjade r e q u i s i t i o n oh L u u i s i ^ n a and 

Texas f o r Clve f on sand
 r

i e n , " which", ho s a y s , " I c o n s i d e r n e c e s s a r y 

to c a r r y on the '
;
.>ar \ti 1zi energy and i n t o thf. enemy's c o u n t r y , as i t 

s h o u l a oe." 

On c.:i3 I s x o f hUy f o l l o w i n g , Oon. T a y l o r l e f t w i t h a l a r g e p o r ­

t i o n o f h i s -"oree .'or P o i n t I s a b e l , >iiaere .he had f i x e d h i s p r i n c i p a l 

depot of p r o < r i s i o n s . On M s r e t u r n , on t i n - t h , he *r.;jt a l a r g e body 

o? hojviu.a; s o l d i e r y , and foujh-t the me/r-orabl^ t l ^ of B a l o A l t o , 

and on the day f o l l o w i n g t h e o a t t i e of He sac a do l a P a l m , and then 

f o l l o w e d xjie K o x i o o n army over the R i o Grande 'o X u t a r t o r a s . 

Soon the news reached the s t a t e s t h a t v a r h x l osnn i^ade upon our 

army, t h a t our fi_>£ had been i n s u l t e d , and th- t A m e r i c a n b l o o d had 

been s h e d . Tlie c h i v a l r y of tho M o r t h , the f'outh, the h*ast, and the 

'•Vest, was arouse a , an I thousands rusged to a n a , Trie executive o f 

the U n i t e d S t a t e s i s s u e d a p r o c l a m a t i o n t h a t the s d r v i c e s o f 50,000 

men •vould 'be wanted, and t h a t i n the S t a t e of .,ew Y o r k he w i s h e d 

seven regiments io h o l d themselves i n r e a d i n e s s ^ , a m y :1 ooked to 

the st.utdard o f t h e i r c o u n t r y . 



( o , 

The o n l y regiment that was eom.< i . c i o n e d i n t h i s S t a t e and s e n t 

d i r e c t t o the scene of war, was that o f the f i r s t r e g i m e n t o f IJew 

York V o l u n t e e r s , under the oomicand of C o l . \/.„rd B . B u r n e t t . The 

o f f i c e r s r e c e i v e d t h e i r c o m m i s sion, and t o g e t h e r w i t h the en 

were mustered i n t o s e r v i c e i n J a n u a r y , 1847, ana d u r i n g the same 

month embarked, as f o l l o w s : companies 0/ D ana :
?
.t i n tlx* s h i p 

" C a t h e r i n e , " under command of Major James C. .JU rnhan; ee r i p a n i e s 

A and 0, i n the bar iue " I s a b e l , " under C a p t a i n C h a r l e s II. Shaw; 

companies H/ F, and p a r t of K, i n t h e b r i g "hh.pire," under C o l , Ward 

3. B u r n e t t ; cor.^ ' l i e s I and the balance o" K, i n the as. rque " J u b i l e e . 

under G o t . !'V r t o n F a i r c h i l d , and company d, under L i e u t . C o l , Baxte 

The u s u a l i n c i d e n t s of embarkation and s-^a voyage need no comment 

h e r e . On one o c c a s i o n , however, on the 2<k:h o f J a n u a r y , the b r i g 

Krapire e jo->untcr\>d a severe g a l e , d u r i n g which, u ' i l l i a r ; •!. J e f f r i e s , 

o f T r o y , h, Y., o p r i v a t e , f e l l o v e r b o a r d , and r i o t w i t h s t a n a ng 

e v e r y e x e r t i o n was made to save him, he was l o s t a m i d s t the- a n g r y 

e l e m e n t s , -m.v s l s o o a i n the ocean. On another o c c a s i o n , the Empire 

had a r r i v e d i n n i g h t of the B r a z o s , when she e x p e r i e n c e d a second 

g a l e , w h i c h w i t h g r a a t v i o l e n c e drove h e r out to s e a , where f o r f o u r 

days she as out o f s i g h t o f l a n d . On one dark n i g h t d u r i n g t h i s 

s t c r m , she shipped heavy s e a s , and was i n g r e a t danger of j e i n g l o s t , 

bvt$ owing to t h e e f f i o i e n t a i d r e n d e r e d by o f f i c e - s and s o l d i e r s , she 

s u r / i v e d . I t '.a worthy o f remark, t h a t d u f i n 5 t h i s s t o r m , I.'rs, Burnet 

the w i f e o f C o l . -vurd B . B u r n e t t , r e t a i n e d r . m g r e a t e s t composure, and 

by h e r courage and a n i m a t i n g example i n t h i s p e r i l o u s h o u r , gave con­

f i d e n c e hope to a l l on b e a r d . Such conduct on the p a r t o f 



American l a d i e s has o v e r oeen m a t t e r of a d j u r a t i o n , a n i i n t h i n euoe we 

a r c ,rLad t o v x e c o r d a d i e t i n g u i h a e d p r o o f that t h o s p i r i t of the 

matrons of '76 animates the daughters o
1
' our happy l a n d . 

The hnpiro VMO t o o n enabled no c a s t anchor o f f the B r a z o s , when 

C o l , 3urae I t , v/ith o t h >r o f f i c e r s , went on h.ore, and h ^ l a c c . r e c e i v e d 

o r d e r s f r o m Gen. S c o t t t h e y i m m e d i a t e l y s e t s a i l f o r "Lobos," 'here 

w i t h o t h e r i o t a c . sweats they disembarked and j o i n ad t h e b r i gade f o r 

d u t y . 

Soon a f t e r the disembarkation of tho r e g i m e n t at "Lobofj" i s l a n d , 

the " c o l o r s " pro son t o d by the c o r p o r a t i o n and . i t i ^ e n s of .lew York were 

f o r m a l l y d a t i v e r o d to the p r o p e r o f f i c e r s , 

.Ve bog la-»v« to i n t r o d u c e some of the most s t r . l / . i n g i n c i d e n t s 

i l l u s t r a t i v e ch* the c h a r a c t e r and eonduot of the volunteer." 'hhile i n 

M e x i c o , from oho many ehiuh have coma t o our kno -lodge. 

On the i>rv.>ontaticn o f the " c o l o r s " , tho re- li.:oat was on parade 

wi t h i n f i f t y varus of ;he r o l l i n g s u r f o f the GuV" of L l e x i c o . Advanc­

i n g to the f r o n t , the o f f i c e r s ranged themselves around th--5.tr s t a n d ­

a r d , and -repeated a f t e r Q o l , B u r n e t t an o a t h , s o l e m n l y p r o m i s i n g t o 

s u s t a i n f o honor of x . o i r f l a g w i t h t h e i r l i v e s , oh ,e vo*" to oureen-

der i t or to a l l o w i t s g l o r y t o be t a r n i s h e d , ••.•nil -• l i f e r o m i n e d . 

The appearance of t h a i emblem of our ""Empire State**, i n c r e a s e d the a r d o r 

and coura :© o f the o f f i o e r a and s o l d i e r s . 

On the Q- t t l o f i e l d they remembered t l i e i r vow, >.ui-i the* r e s u l t was 

t h a t many were k i l l e d w i t h the c o l o r - s t a f f i n h&hd; a n d a* ones would 

f a l l , another e a g e r l y seized t h e s t a f f , and s u s t a i n e d i t u n t i l he 

s h a r e d a s i m i l a r f a t e . TVIA m**-. A-P ,.«•»,•..- <,~~ ± ~ -
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lan Ling o f the ro giraent u n t i l t l i e day p r e v i o u s to ins oat t i e o f 

"CHrurubusco." B e i n g quite si c k , he was xu-ged by a young f r i e n d to 

r e p o r t h i m s e l f , a s , to a l l appearance, he was u n a b l e t o endure the 

f a t g u e o f another day. He r e p l i e d , "I cannot, Tor I have borne the 

co l o r . , up t o the r. re s e n t , and i t would he a u l a t h a t I gave them up 

because the b a t t l e i s to be fought to-morrow. I w i l l c a r r y them, out 

I s h a l l no i r<- t u r n a l i v e ; a l l I ask i s , that the American p r o p l e w i l l 

tak •! care y . :y w i f e and c h i l d r e n , " He was n o t i c e d , by t a n y , i n the 

h o t t e s t of the eat t i e , be^rin.- a l o f t the banner, and whi le a s t o r m o f 

b u l l e t s sought h i i c as a mark, he r e c e i v e d a wound i n the hand which 

g r a s p e d zhn s t a f f , and. he was ompelled t o change i t to the o t h e r . He 

then r e c e i v e d '-round a f t e r wound u n t i l he f e l l , when upon examination 

of h i s p e r s o n , s i x u a l l s had taken e f f e c t upon I d s eody. 

The h o l l o wind i s taken from G o l . B u r n e t t \, r e p o r t of t h a t b a t t l e : 

"Tlie 'in!-' was g l o r i o u s l y won; and tu both * fri,,,n*s and r e n I tender 

my h e a r t f e l t th.anks. Their faipe w i l l soon reach t h e S t a t e , whose 

banner they so n o b l y s u s t a i n e d , and "tlie h i g h e s t reward t h a t a 

s o l d i e r can d e s i r e v i . l l be t h e i r s ; t he g r a t e f u l acknowled.grisnts o f 

t h e i r f e l l o w c i t i z e n s . I t i s a sad t r u t h however, t h a t t h i s honor 

has seen purchased by the s a c r i f i c e o'" nany ein.ve ^nd g a l l a n t s p i r i t s . 

The gall:, .d.ry d i s p l a y e d at t h e c o l o r s , vliicii v/-i-e ^Iwa/B i n rtdvanef, 

and where so many wnro shot down, deserves p a r t i c u l a r n o t i c e . I t was 

here t h a t t e c gallant Chandler f e l l . The n a t i o n a l c o l o r s f i r s t f e l l 

f r o n the .mini* of doraaine, i n t o c o r p o r a l Lake hi w? o was i s r e d i a t e l y 

wounded; then i n t o ;.hc liands o f p r i v a t e Tweedy, who sha r e d t l i e same 

f a t e .
1
* 

I t i s unnecessary to e n t e r i n t o f a r t h e r d e t a i l . S u f f i c e i t to sqr 

t h a t t n i s regiment was const>icuou« i n ft-.mmJl»«mi<.r.+ — . . - A 
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p a u s i n g not to c o n s i d e r p e r s o n a l i n t e r e s t s , they were amongst the 

most d a r i n g , courageous, and s u c c e s s f u l o" u r noble army. We would 

r e f e r those i n t e r e s t e d t o C o l . W. B. B u r n e t t ' s r e p o r t , were a t h r i l l : 

a c c o u n t i s g i v e n o f the d i f f e r e n t engagements i n which t h e Hew Y o r k 

V o l u n t e e r s t o o k p a r t . l a o t s d e v e l o p e , t h a t i n the s i e g e o f V e r a 

C r u z , i n the b a t t l e o f C e r r o Gordo, i n t h e p u r s u i t o f S a n t a Anna i n 

advance of the whole army, i n the d e s p e r a t e engagements o f C o n t r e r a s , 

Churubusco, and i n the s i e g e and capture o f the c i t y o f M e x i c o , on 

e v e r y o c c a s i o n , the 1st Regiment o f N. Y. V o l u n t e e r s d i s p l a y e d 

m a t c h l e s s prowess and u n p a r a l l e l e d b r a v e r y . 

The brave Gen. p i t m a n , i n h i s o f f i c i a l r e p o r t , s a y s :
 M

A t the 

base o f the h i l l , c o n s t i t u t i n g a p a r t of the works pf t h e f o r t r e s s o f 

C h a p u l t e p e o , and d i r e c t l y a c r o s s our l i n e o f adv a n c e s , were t h e s t r o n g 

b a t t e r i e s b e f o r e d e s c r i b e d , f l a n k e d on t h e r i g h t by some s t r o n g b u i l d 

i n g s , and oy a heavy stone w a l l about f i f t e e n f e e t h i g h , w h i c h extende 

around t h e case of the h i l l towards the west. W i t h i n two hundred 

y a r d s of those b a t t e r i e s were some d i l a p i d a t e d b u i l d i n g s , - i . i c h 

a f f o r d e d a p a r t i a l c over t o our advance. 

"Between these and the w a l l extended a l o w meadow, t h e l o n g g r a s s 

o f w hich c o n c e a l e d a number of wet d i t c h e s by w h i c h i t was i n t e r s e c t e d , 

To t h i s p o i n t the command, , p a r t i a l l y s c r e e n e d , advanced by a f l a n k , 

the s t o r m i n g p a r t i e s i n f r o n t , under a heavy f i r e f r o m the f o r t r e s s , 

the b a t t e r i e s , and breastwork® of the enemy. The advance was h e r e 

h a l t e d under the p a r t i a l c over o f the r u i n s , and upon the a r r i v a l 

o f the heads of the South C a r o l i n a and Mew York r e g i m e n t s r e s p e c t i v e l y , 

Gen, S h i e l d s was d i r e c t e d t o move them o b l i q u e l y t o t h e l e f t , uovoss 

the l o w g r o u n d , t o the m i l a t the base o f the H i l l | I n c o u r a g e d 



"by the gallant general who had led them to v i c t o r y at Churubusoo, an 

i n spite of the obstacles which they had to encounter i n wading 

through several deep ditehee, exposed to a severe and g a l l i n g f i r e 

from the enemy. These t r i e d regiments promptly executed the move-

Gen. Shields was severely wounded i n the arm. No persuasions hpwever 

could induce that o f f i c e r td leave his command or quit the f i e l d . 

The brave Capt. Van Olinda of the New York re-iment, was k i l l e d 

at the head of his company. L i e u t , C o l , Baxter, of the same r e g i ­

ment, a valuable and esteemed o f f i c e r , while g a l l a n t l y leading h i s 

command, f o i l , mortally wounded, near the wall. The gallant New York 

regiment claim for their standard the honor of being the f i r s t waved 

from the battlements of Chapultepec. The veteran Mexican General, 

Bravo, with a number of o f f i o e r s and men, were taken prisoners i n 

the c a s t l e . They f e l l into the hands of L i e u t . Charles Brower, of 

tho Jew York regiment, who reported them to me." 

A l l are f a m i l i a r with the history of the close of the war, and the 

return of the army from Mexico. It remains for us now f i n a l l y tp 

make a few statements with reference to our investigations into the 

aotual number of the survivors, and th e i r f a m i l i e s , From the best 

sources we learn, and herewith present, the following f a c t s : 

The whole J|umber that departed o r i g i n a l l y for the seat of war, 

was 805, 

Of these there died i n Mexioo, or were k i l l e d i n battle 22? 

ment and effected a lodgement. In d i r e c t i n g the advance, B r i g , 

d i s c h a r g e d f r o m d i s a b i l i t i e s , wounds, s i c k n e s s , e t c 226 

m i s s i n g and d e s e r t e d 36 

D i e d s i n c e t h e i r r e t u r n 

Known t o be l i v i n g 



Of those discharged i n Mexico, as above stated, i n number 226, 

very fdw have been heard of. I t i s supposed that moot of them d i e d , 

being siok when discharged. 

Of those known to be l i v i n g , numbering 106, nearly a l l are broken 

down by disease, hardships, or wounds received i n t h e campaign, and 

a r e u n a b l e t o s u p p o r t themselves. In a d d i t i o n t o the above number, 

t h e r e were 270 r e c r u i t s sent out to re info roe the regiment, but d i d 

not reach Mexico u n t i l a f t e r the battles had been fought, and the 

hardships of the campaign were over, Ifearly a l l of that number 

returned i n about t h e i r u s u a l health, and liave dispensed t f d i f f e r e n t 

pafets, and so f a r as we can lea r n , very few, i f any, experienced any 

loss or serious injury f r o m tho effects of the war. And although 

they manifested equal gallantry i n going to a i d t h e i r f e l l o w s o l d i e r s , 

yet they were relieved from a l l their s u f f e r s i n g s . They received the 

same pay, e x t r a pay and land as those who were i n a l l the b a t t l e s . 

Such i en deserve the honor o f t h e i r c o u n t r y , and such further reward 

a s t h e i r state or the government may see p r o p e r to g i v e , 

he e x t r a c t tho f o l l o w i n g f r om a l e t t e r received from a p h y s i c i a n : 

"The p h y s i c a l condition o f e v e r y member o f the regiment has been 

impaired to some extent, and i n some instances, rooovery i s e n t i r e l y 

h o p e l e s s . Dysentery and chronio diarrhoea have been the prevaling 

diseases, and few have escaped their f a t a l e f f e c t s , Mbst o f the 

patients now under treatment, are confined t o their bfdo, and so great 

i s t h e i r d e b i l i t y , as t o render almost f u t i l e e v e r y attempt at success!! 

f u l t r e a t m e n t . There a r e but three mo; be rs w i t ran the knowledge o f 

the u n d e r s i g n e d , who a r e i n a c o n d i t i o n f i t to o b t a i n a l i v e l i h o o d . 



T h e i r d i s e a s e s and p r e s e n t i n f i r m c o n d i t i o n a r e i n c i d e n t t o a n d have 

grown put of t h e i r campaign i n M exico." 

B e s i d e s t h i s statement of the p h y s i c i a n , we have r e c e i v e d i n f o r m a ­

t i o n o f o t h e r s i n d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s who a r e s i o k and i n a s u f f e r i n g 

c o n d i t i o n . Who can doubt th e f a c t , as s t a t e d by t h i s p h y s i c i a n , when 

thos e orave men were c a l l e d t o pass t h r o u g h s u c h scenes as i s d e s c r i b e d 

by an o f f i c e r i n the f o l l o v d n g language: 

"As wo were w i t h i n r e a c h of t h e i r b a t t e r i e s , w h i c h c o u l d e n f i l a d e 

the road i n which we l a y , we b u i l t a s t o n e o r e a s t w o r k a t e i t h e r end, 

t o c o n c e a l o u r s e l v e s h-om t h e i r view arid g r a p e . There we w ere, 

c o m p l e t e l y surrounded by the enemy, out o f f f r o m our communications; 

i g n o r a n t o f the g r o u n d , w i t h o u t a r t i l l e r y , weary, d i s p i r i t e d and 

d e j e c t e d ; we were a d i s h e a r t e n e d s e t , w i t h Santa Anna and S a l a s
 1 

promise o f "no q u a r t e r " , - a f o r o e o f f o u r to one a g a i n s t u s , and one 

h a l f d e f e a t e d a l r e a d y - no s u c c o r from P u e b l a , and no news f r o m S c o t t 
ed 

a l l seemed d a r k . Suddenly the words came w h i s p e r i n g a l o n g , *We 

storm a t midnight.
1
" Now we were o u r s e l v e s a g a i n , 

"But what a h o r r i b l e n i g h t ,
1
 There we l a y ; too t i r e d t o e a t , too 

wet to s l e e p ; i n the m i d s t o f t h a t muddy r o a d ; o f f i c e r s and men s i d e b y 

s i d e , w i t h a heavy r a i n p o u r i n g down upon u s ; t h e o f f i c e r s w i t h o u t 

b l a n k e t s or o v e r c o a t s - t h e y had l o s t teem i n coming a c r o s s . ' -

and the roan worn out with f a t i g u e , 

"About m i d n i g h t the r a i n was so heavy t h a t t h e streams i n the 

road f l o o d e d u s ; and t h e r e we s t o o d crowded t o g e t h e r , drenched and 

benumbed, w a i t i n g t i l l d a y l i g h t . " 



This was only one of t h e many nights and days spent i n a s i m i l a r 

c o n d i t i o n . Who then w i l l wonder t h a t those men who thus suffered 

should have r e t u r n e d with constitutions (onoo strong) s h a t t e r e d and 

b r o k e n . 

I t was not o n l y the exposure to s t o r m s , hard marches, scanty and 

h a l f - c o o k e d f o o d , &c», t h a t was c a l c u l a t e d t o b r i n g d i s e a s e s and p r e ­

mature d e a t h , but such scenes as i s described upon the b a t t l e - f i e l d . 

I n s p e a k i n g o f the a t t a c k upon the c i t a d e l o f San P a b l o , one remarks: 

"The veteran regiments of Smith and Riley quailed not artedst 

t h e w h i r l w i n d o f f i r e , and the storm of b a l l s which r o l l e d f r o m the 

well directed guns of San P a b l o i n f r o n t , while f a r to the l e f t , the 

gall a n t v o l u n t e e r s o f Carolina and New Y o r k , wore r a p i d l y f i l l i n g 

t h e i r untimely though glorious graves." And speaking of the f i n a l 

v i c t o r y of that bloody b a t t l e , the writer says: "Here were covered 

with glory and w i t h blood the chivalry of Carolina, and the bold 

s o l d i e r s of Hew Y o r k , Here Peirce , f a i n t i n g w i t h pain, was taken 

from the f i e l d ; here the brave Butler f e l l ; and here a f i f t h time 

on the same extraordinary day, the banner o f the Anglo-American 

waved over troops triurphantly v i c t o r i o u s ! Tlie S p a n i s h A z t e c s 

r e t r e a t e d from trie bloody scene o f t h e i r d e f e a t , l e a v i n g hundreds o f 

t h e i r o ravest p r i s o n e r s , and hundreds more t o m i n g l e t h e i r d u s t w i t h 

the undistinguished dead to be remembered no more," 

Of the 190 o f more we can l e a r n n o t h i n g , we suppose most have 

d i e d , and many have d o u b t l e s s gone away, i t nay be to C a l i f o r n i a , 

he have d i s c o v e r e d 18 widows, who a r e a l l i n a destitute con-



d i t i o n , and about 20 c h i l d r e n l i k e w i s e s i t u a t e d . The oaee o f 

L i e u t e n a n t B o y l e , o f company C, i s p e c u l i a r l y t o u c h i n g . Soon a f t e r 

he l e f t f o r the s e a t o f war, h i a a f f l i c t e d w i f e , b r o k e n h e a r t e d d i e d , 

l e a v i n g f i v e c h i l d r e n . A t tho c l o s e of the war L i e u t . B o y l e r e t u r n e d , 

b e r e a v e d o f h i s w i f e and broken down i n c o n s t i t u t i o n . In a s h o r t 

time he too d i e d , l e a v i n g f o u r c h i l d r e n . Two of them a r e now i n 

the orphan a s y l u m , and two a r e i n Hew Y o r k . 

Many and d i s t r e s s i n g have been th e i n s t a n c e s o f s u f f e r i n g w h i c h 

have come under our knowledge, among those who have reached t h e i r 

n a t i v e l a n d . Two have d i e d , as we l e a r n f r o m c o r r e c t a u t h o r i t y , 

f r o m a c t u a l s t a r v a t i o n . Numbers have d i e d i n the h o s p i t a l and t h e 

alms house, and u n t i l q u i t e r e c e n t l y , the m i s e r y o f the r e l i c s o f 

t h e l 3 t regiment of Hew Y o r k v o l u n t e e r s lia s been c o m p a r a t i v e l y u n ­

n o t i c e d . We a r e g l a d t o know, however, t h a t l a t e l y a temporury f u n d , 

a f f o r d i n g p a r t i a l r e l i e f , has been e s t a b l i s h e d . 

And now t h a t tl i e s i t u a t i o n of the s u r v i v o r s of t h a t brave band has 

become u n i v e r s a l l y known, every eye i s t u r n e d upon t h i s L e g i s l a t u r e , 

and every v o i c e i s r a i s e d i n b e h a l f o f the s u f f e r e r s . I t now remains 

to be seen whether the v o i c e of the p e o p l e , the i r a p l o r i n g s o f the 

widow, the c r i e s o f o rphans, and the s t r o n g a p p e a l o f the d y i n g s o l d i e r 

s h a l l be h e a r d , and a s u i t a b l e response r i v e n . 

W i t h f u l l c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e a b i l i t y of the S t a t e , and a r e l i a n c e 

upon the g e n e r o s i t y and magnanimity of her r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , we s u b ­

m i t f o r t h e i r c o n s i d e r a t i o n the f o l l o w i n g b i l l , and. recommended i t s 

p a s s a g e , 

Joseph A. Y a r d , 



LIST 

Of Commissioned O f f i c e r s of t h e F i r s t
 :

o g i m e n t o f U. S. V o l u n t e e r s 

of New Y o r k , 

Showing t h e n o t i o n s i n w h i c h each one was engaged from the s i e g e 

o f V e r a Cruz u n t i l the conquest o f the c i t y o f M e x i c o , c a r e f u l l y 

c o m p i l e d and c o r r e c t e d f r o m documentary e v i d e n c e i n t h e p o s s e s s i o n 

o f the o f f i c e r s o f the r e g i m e n t , n e v e r b e f o r e c o r r e c t l y p u b l i s h e d , 

g i v i n g a l s o the subsequent promotions o f s u c h . 

C o l o n e l Ward 3 , B u r n e t t , was engaged i n the s i e g e of V e r a C r u z , 

a f f a i r a t the tower near IJeuva Kane he, and the b a t t l e s of C e r r o 

Gordo, C o n t r e r a s and Churubusco, where ITS was s e v e r e l y wounded, and 

d u r i n g the subsequent a c t i o n s was d i s a b l e d . 

L i e u t , C o l . C h a r l e s B a x t e r was engaged i n the s i e g e of V e r a C r u z , 

and the b a t t l e s o f C e r r o Gordo, C o n t r e r a s .aid Churubusco, and the 

s t o r m i n g o f the c a s t l e of C h a p u l t e p e e , where he was m o r t a l l y woundod. 

Major Barnes C, Burnham was engaged i n the s i e g e of V e r a C r u z , the 

b a t t l e o f C e r r o Gordo, and d u r i n g the b a t t l e s o f C o n t r e r a s and 

Churubusoo was s t a t i o n e d i n San A n g u s t i n , i n command of p o r t i o n o f 

regiment; commanded the regiment a f t e r the f a l l of L i e u t . C o l . 

B a x t e r , a t the s t o r m i n g of the c a s t l e o f C h a p u l t e p e o , the G a r i t a de 

B e l e n , and the e n t e r i n g o f the c i t y of i l o x i c o . %*s promoted to be 

L i e u t , C o l , , v i c e B a x t e r , d e c e a s e d . 

1 s t . L i e u t e n a n t and A d j u t a n t R o b e r t A. C a r t e r , was engaged i n 

the s i e g e o f V e r a C r u z , and the b a t t l e s o f Cerro Gordo, C o n t r e r a s 

and Churubusco, and d u r i n g the subsequent a c t i o n was s i c k i n h i s p i t a j t * 

Was a d j u t a n t f r o m June 1 s t , 184?, u n t i l he was promoted t o be 



C a p t a i n . 

C a p t . C h a r l e s H, Sheaf was engaged i n the s i e g e o f V e r a C r u z , and 

a t t h e b a t t l e s of C e r r o Gordo and C o n t r e r a s . R e s i g n e d August 

30, 1847. 

C a p t , Gustavo do Bougars was engaged i n t l i e s i e g e o f V e r a C r u z , 

and tli e a f f a i r a t tower near Neuva Ranche. "Daring t h e b a t t l e of 

C e r r o Cordo he was s i oh a t P l a n d e l R i o . d e s i g n e d I lay 2, 1847 

C a p t . James B a r c l a y was engaged i n the s i e g e o f V e r a C r u z , and 

the b a t t l e of C e r r o Gordo, D u r i n g t l i e b a t t l e s of C o n t r e r a s and 

Churubusco, was s t a t i o n e d i n San Angus t i n w i t h h i s company. Was 

engaged i n the s t o r m i n g o f the c a s t l e of Chapultepeo and t h e G a r i t a de 

B e l e n , and the e n t e r i n g of c i t y of M e x i c o . D i e d i n M e x i c o , 

J a n u a r y , 1848. 

C a p t , J e r r y P. p a y l o r was nngaged i n the s i e g e o f Vera C r u z , the 

a f f a i r a t the tower near heuva Ranche, the b a t t l e s o f C e r r o Gordo 

and C o n t r e r a s , where he was s t a t i o n e d w i t h h i s company d u r i n g the 

b a t t l e of Churubusoo as a guard over p r i s o n e r s of war, the s t o r m i n g of 

the c a s t l e of C h a p u l t e p e o , the G a r i t a de B e l e n , and e n t e r i n g the 

c i t y o f M e x i c o . 

C a p t . D a n i e l R. Hunger f o r d was engaged i n the s i e g e of V e r a C r u z , 

t l i e a f f a i r a t the tower near Neuva Ranche, the c a t t i e s of C e r r o 

G o i d o , C o n t r e r a s and Churubusoo, the s t o r m i n g of tho c a s t l e o f 

C h a p u l t e p e o , the G a r i t a do B e l e n , and e n t e r i n g t l i e c i t y o f M e x i c o . 

C a p t , C h a r l e s H. P e a r s o n was engaged i n the s i e g e o f V e r a C r u z , 

the b a t t l e o f C e r r o Gordo, was s l i g h t l y wounded, a t t l i e b a t t l e s o f 



Contreras and Churubusco, and the storming of the castle of Chapul t e ­

pee, wberA £e was mortally wounded. 

Capt. Samuel S. Gallagher was engaged in the siege of Vera Cruz, 

the battles of Cerro Gordo, Contreras and Churubusco, the storming of 

the c a s t l e of Chapultepec, the Garita San Cosmo, and the entering of 

the c i t y of Mexico. 

Capt. Abraa Van Olinda was engaged i n the siege of Vera Cruz, 

the battles of Cerro Gordo, Contreras and Churubusco, and the storming 

of the c a s t l e of Chapultepec, where he was k i l l e d . 

Capt. Morton F a i r c h i l d was engaged i n the siege of Vera Crdto, 

the battl e s of Cerro Gordo, s l i g h t l y wounded, Contreras and Churubusco, 

s l i g h t l y wounded, the storming of the oastle of Chapultepec, the G a r i t a 

de Belen, s l i g h t l y wounded, and the e n t e r i n g ^ * the c i t y of Mexico. 

Capt. Garrett Dyckman was engaged i n the siege of Vera Cruz, the 

a f f a i r at the tower near Neuva Ranch©, the battles of Cerro Gordo, Con­

treras and Churubusco, where he was severely wounded. Was promoted 

to be major, Jfice Burnham, promoted on the 18th of September, 1847. 

1st Lieutenant Augustus Jacobus was engaged i n the siege of Vera 

Cruz during the battle of Cerro Gordo was s i c k at Plan del R i o . Died a t 

Jalapa May 2nd, 1847. 

1st Lieutenant Gustave Reichardt was engaged at the siege of Vera 

Cruz, during the battle of Cerro Gordo, was sick at Plan d e l Rio; was 

l e f t i n command of sick and disabled of regiment at siege of Puebla. 

Resigned November, 1847. 

1st Lieutenant Charles HL Sherwood was engaged at the siege of 

Vera Cruz, during the battle of Cerro Gordo was sick at Plan del Rio, 

during the battles of Contreras and Churubusco was stationed with M s 

company at San Angus t i n , was engaged at the storming of the castle of 

Chapultepec. Resigned on the 31st of December, 1847. 



1st Lieutenant Alfred. W. Taylor was encaged at the siege of Vera 

Cruz, at tlie a f f a i r at the tower near Neuva Ranche, at the ba t t l e of 
Cerro Gordo, at the baffcle of Contreras t where he was stationed with 
tt Mm mM • I* Ml 11 11 >l It 1m A l l UK < ' 1" Hi tmf MW~~\W~mlt~ I f A M jp- 4»M IIMCW 
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h i s company during the b a t t l e of Churubusoo as a guard over prisoners of 

warj during the storming of the castle of Chapultepeo and entering of the 

c i t y of Mexico was sick in h o s p i t a l . Promoted to be Captain of 

company B, vice Bongars, resigned. 

1st Lieutenant W i l l i a i Torry was engaged i n trie siege of Vera 

Cruz, during the b a t t l e of Cerro Gordoi was sick at Plan d e l R i o . fea 

adjutant of the regiment u n t i l June 1st, 1847, when he was sent to New 

York s i c k , and plaoed upon r e c r u i t i n g s e r v i c e . Was promoted to be 

captain of Company A., vice Shaw, resigned. 

1st Lieutenant Charles H. Innes was engaged i n the siege of Vera 

Cruz, the a f f a i r at the tower near Neuva Ruuehe, at the b a t t l e of Cerro 

Gordo, at the battles of Contreras and Cliurubusoo , at the storming of 

the castle of Chapultepeo, at the Garita de Belen, where he was wounded, 

and at the c i t y of Mexico. Was promoted to be captain of Company H., 

vice Dyke man, promoted. 

1st Lieutenant Chafe les F. Gallagher was engaged at the siege of 

Vera Cruz, at the subsequent battles was s i c k , and died at Misooac, near 

Mexico, on September 10th, 1847. 

1st Lieutenant George B. H a l l was engaged i n the siege of Vera 

Cruz, a t the b a t t l of Cerro Gordo, at the battles o f Contreras and 

Churubusoo, and during the subsequent ba t t l e s was s i c k . l a s promoted 

to be captain of company C, vice Barclay defeased. 

1st Lieutenant William Taylor was engaged at t l i e siege of Vera 

Cruz, and resigned on A p r i l 18th, 1847. 

2d Lieutenant I s r a e l M i l l e r was engaged i n the siege of Vera Cruz, 

and at the battl e s of Cerro Gordo, Contreras, Churubusoo, the storming 

of the ba t t l e [ c a s t l e ] of Chapultepeo, the Gari t a de Belen, and c i t y of 



Mexico. Was promoted to the 1st Lieutenancy. 

2d Lieutenant Thomas 0. Sweeney was engaged An the siege of Vera 

Cruz, and the battles of Cerro Cordo, Contreras, and Churubusco, where 

he l o s t h i s right arm. Was transferred to the 2d Infantry, regular army, 

2d Lieutenant Marion N. Croft was engaged i n the siege of Vera 

Cruz, and a t the battle of Cerro Gordo, Sent to New York on r e c r u i t i n g 

s e r v i c e . Was promoted to be 1st Lieutenant, 

24 Lieutenant Janes G. H i l l i B , was engaged in the siege of Vera C n 

the a f f a i r at the tower near Neuva Ranche, and at the battle of Cerro 

Gordo. Le f t at Jalapa, 1847, s i c k , on 3taff of C o l . Wynkoop, at the 

b a t t l e o f Theamtla. 

2d Lieutenant F ancis G. Boyle was engaged i n tho siege of Vera 

Cruz, at t h e battle of Cerro Gordo, and during the battles of Contre­

ras and Churubusco he was stationed at San August i n , with his company, 

was at the storming of the castle of Chapultepec, t h e G a r i t a de Belen, 

and the c i t y of Mexico. 

2nd Lieutenant David Scannel was engaged i n the siege of Vera Cruz, 

the battles of Cerro Gordo, Cpfitreraa and Churubusco, the storming of 

the castle of Chapultepec, the Garita de 3M0n, and the c i t y of Mexico, 

Was promoted to be 1st Lieutenant, vice H a l l , promoted, 

2nd Lieutenant Francis J . Pinto was engaged i n the s i e g e of V e r a 

Cruz, the a f f a i r at the tower near Neuva Ranche, the battles of Cerro 

Gordo and Contreras, (where he was stationed w i t h h i s company as a g u a r d 

over p r i s o n e r s of war during the b a t t l e of Churubusco) i n the storming 

of the castle of Chapultepec, the Garita de .delon, and the c i t y o f Mexico. 

Was promoted to be 1st L i e u t e n a n t , v i c e T a y l o r , promoted, 

2nd Lieutenant Robert M. Bloyd was engaged i n the s i e g e of V e r a 

C r u z , and the b a t t l e o f C e r r o Gordo; was i n New Y o r k on s e r v i c e from 



J u n e / 1847, Was promoted t o be 1 s t L i e u t e n a n t , 

2nd L i e u t e n a n t James W. Henry was engaged i n the s i e g e o f V e r a 

C r u z , the b a t t l e s o f C e r r o Gordo, C o n t r e r a s and Churubusco, JUI£ the 

s t o r m i n g o f the c a s t l e of C h a p u l t e p e c , t h e G a r i t a de B e l e n , and c i t y o f 

M e x i c o , Was promoted to be 1 s t L i e u t e n a n t . 

2nd L i e u t e n a n t Edgar C h a n d l e r was engaged i n the s i e g e o f V e r a 

C r u z , and t h e b a t t l e s o f C e r r o Gordo, C o n t r e r a s and Churubusco, where 

he was m o r t a l l y wounded, 

2nd L i e u t e n a n t Mayne R e i d was engaged i n the s i e g e o f V e r a C r u z , 

the b a t t l e s of C e r r o Gordo, C o n t r e r a s and Churubusco, and the s t o r m i n g ^ 

o f the c a s t l e o f Chapul t e p e e , where he was s e v e r e l y wounded. R e s i g n e d , 

2nd L i e u t e n a n t C h a r l e s B , Brower was engaged i n the s i e g e o f 

V d r a C r u z , the o a t t i e s o f Cerro Gordo, C o n t r e r a s and Churubusco, t h e 

s t o r m i n g of the c a s t l e o f C h a p u l t e p e o , the G a r i t a de B e l e n , and the 

e n t e r i n g o f the e i t y o f M e x i c o . Was t r a n s f e r r e d to 3d i n f a n t r y , r e g u l a r 

a m y . 



2nd L i e u t e n a n t
 v

' i l l i a n IT. Browne was engaged i n t l i e s i e g e of V e r a 

C r u z , t h e ad h a i r a t the tower n e a r Neuva Ranehe, and the b a t t l e o f 

C e r r o Gordo, was t e m p o r a r i l y d e t a d i e d f r o m t h e regiment i n t h e b a s i n o f 

M e x i c o , was engaged i n the b a t t l e o f M o l i n a d e l P.ey, t h e s t o r m i n g o f 

the c a s t l e o f C h a p u l t e p e o , the G a r i t a de San Conme, where he was 

s l i g h t l y wounded, and the e n t e r i n g of the „ i t y T o x i c o . R e s i g n e d , 

December 3 1 s t , 18-17. 

2nd L i e u t e n a n t Henry Gaines was engaged i n the s i e g e of V e r a 

C r u z , and the a f f a i r a t the tower near Neuva Ranehe; j o i n e d regiment 

i n P u e b l a i n May, 1847, and was sent to hew York on r e c r u i t i n g 

s e r v i c e . 

2nd L i e u t e n a n t A d d i s o n F a r n s w o r t h was engaged i n t h e s i e g e o f V e r a 

C r u z , the sat t i c of C e r r o Gordo, d u r i n g the b u t t l e s of C o n t r e r a s and 

Churubusoo he was s t a t i o n e d a t f a n Angus t i n w i t h a p o r t i o n c f t h e 

r e g i m e n t , was a t the s t o r m i n g of t h e c a s t l e of C h a p u l t e p e o , t h e 

G a r i t a de ' e l e n , and the e n t e r i n g o f tlie c i t y o f :
:
e x i c o . Was p r o -

meted to be C a p t a i n o f Company H, v i c e Van O l i n d a , k i l l e d i n a c t i o n . 

2nd L i e u t e n a n t Jacob G r i f f i n was engaged i n the s i e g e o f V e r a 

C r u z , the oat t i e s o f Cerro Gordo, C o n t r e r a s and Churubusoo, -./here he 

was wounded, the sdorming o f the c a s t l e o f C h a p u l t e p e o , t l i e G a r i t a de 

B e l e n , ana the e n t e r i n g o f the c i t y o f M e x i c o . Promoted to be 1 s t 

L i e u t . 

2nd L i e u t . James W. Greene was engaged i n the s i e g e o f V e r a 

C r u z , d u r i n g the b a t t l e o f C e r r o Gordo was s i c k a t P l a n d e l R i o , 

was a t the b a t t l e s o f C o n t r e r a s and ghurubusco, a t the s t o r m i n g o f t h e 



c a s t l e o f Chapultepec, the Garita de Belen, and the entering o f 

the c i t y o f M e x i c o . Resigned on F e b r u a r y 29, 1848. 

2nd L i e u t . Jomee D. P o t t e r was engaged i n the s i e g e o f V e r a C r u z , 

and the eat t i e s o f Co~ro Gordo, C o n t r e r a s and Churubusco, where he 

was s e v e r e l y wounded, and d u r i n g t h e subsequent a c t i o n s he was d i s ­

a b l e d . Was t r a n s f e r r e d to 3d draguens " a r c h 18, 1848. 

;hnl L i e u t . Jo.rr.es i l . ItcCabe v/ac engaged i n the siege o f V e r a Crmz, 

the o f f a i r az the t o a o r near Neuva Riuiohe, the b a t t l e o f C e r r o Gordo, 

whero he v:-s s l i g h t l y wounded, and toe b a t t l e s of C o n t r e r a s a n d 

C l i u r u b u s c o , v,-noro he ous a l s o s l i g h t l y wourided, the s t o r m i n g o f the 

c a s t l o o f Chapultepec, t h e G a r i t a de B e l e n , and the e n t e r i n g o f the 

c i t y o f ;'oxieo. V/as promoted to be 1 s t L i e u t . 

2n<i L i e u t . John R a f f e r t y was engaged, i n the t>iege of V e r a C r u z 

the a f f a i r a t the tower near Neuva Ranche, d u r i n g t h e b u t t l e o f C e r r o 

Gordo v/as s i c k a t P l a n d e l R i o , was engaged i n b a t t l e s o f C o n t r e r a s 

and Churubusco, the s t o r m i n g o~ the o a o t l e o f C h a p u l t e p e c , the G a r i t a 

de San Cosmo, and the e n t e r i n g ©J the c i t y of M e x i c o . TJao p r o m o t e d 

to be 1 s t L i e u t . 

A c t i n g 2nd L i ;ut. F r a n c i s D a r n i n g , "/as c o l o r s e r g e a n t a t the s i e g e 

o f V e r a Cruz and the b a t t l e o f C e r r o nordo, va.. promoted t o a c t i n g 

l i e u t e n a n c y i n P u e b l a , 184?, was i n the oat t i e s o f Cor.treras and 

Churubusco, the s t o r m i n g o f the c a s t l e of C h a p u l t e p e c , , the G a r i t a de 

B e l e n , and t i e entering o f the c i t y o f M e x i c o . R e s i d e d Lccember 

3 1 , 1847, 

A c t i n g 2nd L i e u t . C h a r l e s S . Cooper, was a s e r g e a n t at t l i e s i e g e 

of Vera C r u z , and the b a t t l e of C e r r o Gordo, was promoted to a c t i n g 

lieutenancy i n P u e b l a , 1847, and was i n the tattles o f C o n t r e r a s 
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At the outbreak of the Mexican war an attempt was made to organ­

ize six regiments i n the State of New York, and while these were i n 

the course of completion the War Department issued authority to 

Colonel Jonathan D. Stevenson to organize a regiment i n the State 

of New York f o r service In C a l i f o r n i a , and na t u r a l l y , t h i s l a t t e r 

regiment took the designation of "Seventh Regiment New York Volun­

teers," under which t i t l e i t was mustered Into the se r v i c e , and took 

i t s departure f o r i t s f i e l d of duty. The ef f o r t to organize the s i x 

regiments, above referred to, was, subsequent to the s a i l i n g of the 

regiment under C o l . Stevenson f o r C a l i f o r n i a , abandoned, owing to 

the fact that the War Department declined to accept only one other 

regiment from the State of New York for duty i n Mexico. Out of 

these six partly organized regiments, owing to a compromise made 

between several of the would-be colonels, was formed the regiment 

which served i n Mexico under trie command of Colonel Ward B. Burnett, 

which was the second and l a s t New York regiment organized and muster­

ed into the service of the United States during the Mexican war. 

Colonel Stevenson's regiment having been mustered into the service 

as the Seventh, and having s a i l e d for C a l i f o r n i a , the State author­

i t i e s designated the regiment under Colonel Burnett the F i r s t . 

The War Department subsequently corrected this erroneous d e s i g ­

nation of New York regiments, by an order d i r e c t i n g C o l . Stevenson 

to thereafter designate and muster h i s regiment as the " F i r s t Regi­

ment of New York Volunteers," which order, upon i t s receipt by C o l . 

Stevenson at Los Angeles, C a l . , early i n 1848, through C o l . R. B. 

Mason, 1st U. S. Dragoons, commanding i n C a l i f o r n i a was immediately 

complied with. An order was also issued by the War Department and 

forwarded to C o l . Burnett, through the headquarters of Gen. Winfield 



Scott, commanding the U. S. Army i n Mexico, d i r e c t i n g Colonel B. to 

thereafter designate and muster h i s regiment ae the "Second Regiment 

of New York Volunteers." C o l . Burnett, in an interview with the 

w r i t e r i n the P a l l of 1873, gave the f o l l o w i n g as h i s reason f o r de­

c l i n i n g to obe3^ the order J 

Col. B. said: "An order was received from Gen. Winfield Scott, 

commanding the Armies of the United States in Mexico, di r e c t i n g me 

to discontinue mustering my regiment as the F i r s t , and returning the 

r o l l s for correction. I maintained that by so doing I would i n v a l i d ­

ate my commission, received from the Governor of the State of New 

York, by which I was designated Colonel cf the F i r s t Regiment of 

New York Volunteers, under which designation i t was mustered into 

the service of the United States, and that only under the authority 

of the State of New York could the designation of my regiment be 

changed." 

Co l . B. was, however, required thereafter to muster h i s regiment 

upon the muster r o l l s as the Second. C o l . Stevenson, on the con­

trar y , who held h i s commission under the same authority, never ques­

tioned the r i g h t of the Government to change the designation of h i s 

regiment from that o f tlie Seventh to the F i r s t . 

C o l . B. s t i l l h o l d s to the d i s p u t e d t i t l e , and on a l l p u b l i c 

occasions or parades in the City of New Y o r k , the survivors of h i s 

regiment f l o a t s at t h e i r head a f l a g upon which i s inscribed: " F i r s t 

Regiment o f New York V o l u n t e e r s , Mexican war - C o l . Ward B. B u r n e t t . " 

l o t a member o f the r e g i m e n t under the command of Colonel 

Jonathan D. S t e v e n s o n , from the S t a t e o f New Y o r k , i n t h e Mexican 

war, would d e p r i v e the members o f C o l o n e l Ward B. B u r n e t t ' s regiment 



of one iota of the glory they bo nobly achieved upon many well fought 

b a t t l e f i e l d s in the v a l l e y of Mexico. To the contrary, the members 

of C o l . Stevenson's regiment are proud of the record gained i n Mexico 

by t h e i r brother New York regiment; but the confusion that contin­

u a l l y arises through the same designation to both regiments ought not 

to e x i s t . The members of C o l . Stevenson's regiment have never r e ­

ceived nor asked f o r any special favor from the National, or any 

State Government, while the present i s the second instance in which 

the State of New York has granted to the members of the regiment 

under C o l . Burnett a gratuity; and yet the survivors of C o l . 

Stevenson's regiment are none the l e s s soldiers of the Empire State 

who went forth under her banner for service In the Mexican war. 

The following l e t t e r , received from the War Department, Is 

evidence that Col. Stevenson's regiment i s recognized i n that o f f i c e 

as the F i r s t : 

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 18, 1881. 

Francis D. Clark, Esq., 

38 Cortland s t r e e t , New York C i t y . 

S i r - I n reply to your several l e t t e r s , addressed to the Secretary 

of War, the General of the Army, and to General L i p p i t t , of the De­

partment of Ju s t i c e , I respectfully transmit herewith skeleton 

copies of the muster r o l l s of the F i r s t Regiment of New York V o l ­

unteers, Mexican War. 

Very r e s p e c t f u l l y , y o u r o b e d i e n t s e r v a n t , 

H. C. COBB IN, 

Asst. Adjutant General. 


