
Abstract of the Report made to the Sur
geon General, relating to Exemptions 
from Military Service by Dr. A. Wil-
lard, Examining Surgeon, for the 
County of Chenango. 

The examina t ion of those claiming 

exempt ion w a s commenced on Monday, 

t h e 27th d a y of October , and was con

t inued daily, unt i l t he 8th day of No

vember . 

Of the t w e n t y Towns in the County , 

all had filled thei r quotas , excep t ing six 

and were consequen t ly considered b y 

the Commissioner to be free from the 

draft. T h e whole number of applica

t ions m a d e from these six T o w n s was 

860, and of those, 634 were recommend

ed to t he Commissioner as proper sub

j ec t s for exempt ion . The task assigned 

me was one of very g rea t and pecul iar 

difficulties. I t was no easy m a t t e r to 

avoid do ing injustice to the appl icant 

on the one hand , and to those who were 

compelled to s t and the draft on the oth

er I have no idea t h a t in all cases 

s t r i c t jus t i ce was done, a l though I en

deavored to deal with the appl icants 

conscient iously and impar t ia l ly . I have 

no doub t b u t most of those who applied 

for exempt ion , considered themselves 

fairly and honest ly ent i t led to it. Some 

p robab ly the re were, who a t t e m p t e d 

decei t knowingly and very likely some

t imes succeeded. I hope tha t such in

s t ances were few. Unques t ionably in 

t h e h u r r y (for our t ime was l imi ted) 

some w e r e exempted who should not 

h a v e been, and some were refused who 

w e r e fairly ent i t led to exempt ion . Of 

t he 860 who m a d e appl icat ion, some 

few failed to a p p e a r for examinat ion, 

p robab ly on the g round tha t their com

p la in t s were of so t r ivia l a n a t u r e t h a t 

t h e y had no reasonable hope of obta in

ing exempt ion . These may proper ly be 

classed a m o n g those whose claim was 

refused. 

T h e diseases for which certificates of 

exempt ion w e r e sen t to the Commission

er a re g iven below classified in a gen

eral , r a t h e r than a scientific manner . 

This s u m m a r y will answer all pract ical 

p u r p o s e s : 

Asthma,............................................................. 18 
Disease of Stomach and Bowels,........................ 14 

" Throat and Lungs, 48 
" Eyes and Defective Vision,....................... 54 
" Heart, 42 
" Kidneys and Urinary Organs,.................. 16 
" Skin, . . . . . . . . . . 4 
" Ears and Defective Hearing,................... . 29 

Debility—General ill-Health,.............................. 64 
Defective Speech, 4 

" Teeth,.................................................... 5 
Epilepsy, 9 
Fractured Ribs and Sternum, 5 
Hemorrhoids, 27 Hernia, single, 44 

" double, 3 
" Ventral, 4 
" with Varicocele, 3 

Insanity and Disease of Brain and Spine,............ 13 
Injury and Disease of Upper Limbs and 

Joints 27 
Injury and Disease of Lower do do, 95 
Near Sighted,..................................................... 10 
Paralysis, partial, 3 
Rheumatism, 43 
Varcose Veins, 11 
Varicocele and Cirsocele, 6 
Miscellaneous Causes, 24 634 

Under the head of miscellaneous caus -

es a re included cases of P ro lapsus Ani, 

E rod ing Ulcer, Necrosis of Uppe r J a w , 

Hydrocele, Scrofula, Spasm of Diaphragm, 

Chorea, Neura lg ia , Epis tax is , Goitre, 

Club Foot, Bunions, Chronic Hepa-

titis, Chronic Headache , Encys t ed Tu-

mours , Per iodic Cholic, F is tu la and Dis-

eased Tongue . 

In many cases where the disease w a s 

not perfectly a p p a r e n t , I felt myself 

justified in tak ing the evidence, with all 

due precau t ion , of t h e Fami ly Physi 

cian and of neighbors who were cogni

zan t of the facts in the case . 

A m o n g other reasons for the g r e a t 

c rowd of appl icants , may be s ta ted the 

fact, t h a t in most of t h e Towns the En

rolling officers considered it the i r bound-

en d u t y to enrol every male citizen be

tween the ages of 18 and 45 years with

ou t any special r ega rd to the fact of h is 

be ing able bodied, and hence in m a n y 

eases the lame and the h a l t — t h e bl ind 

and the deaf, cr ipples of all sor t s and 

descr ip t ions , were b r o u g h t before the 

E x a m i n i n g Surgeon for j u d g m e n t . Ma

ny middle aged men were placed on t h e 

lists, who had never before been consid

ered of sufficient bodily abi l i ty to be 

enrolled in t he militia. 

A. WILLARD, E x a m i n i n g Surgeon . 


