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In July of 1861 the United States seemed destined to self destruct in a gathering
Civil War. One of the largest military engagements in our country’s history had
just taken place. Union troops were overwhelmed by Southern forces and chased
all the way back to Washington, D.C. The nation’s fate hung the balance. It was
called Bull Run by the North and Manassas by the South. Here in the Western
Adirondacks, citizens reacted with patriotic outrage and revengeful fervor.
Congress immediately authorized states to organize volunteer regiments for
defense of the Union. Within days of Congress’ action Governor Morgan of New
York State granted Oneida County the authority to raise its third all volunteer
infantry regiment. By the end of the month it had been officially decided that this
newest New York regiment, the 97" New York Volunteer Infantry was to be
raised, drilled and commissioned here in Boonville. Boys, young men and middle
aged married fathers all eagerly responded to this call to arms. Charles
Wheelock, a local militia officer and merchant would be its Colonel and
commander.

On November 1%, 1861, Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden of Big Brook, NY
(Westernville) enlisted for three years of service as a private and was assigned to
Company “I”, one of ten companies in the regiment. He was in his mid 20s,
unmarried and among the first volunteers to enlist. As a young boy he and his
sister Laura lost their mother to disease. Although it isn’t clear, it appears they
were given up by their father and raised by relatives or close family members.
Charles and all other enlistees drilled through late fall of 1861 and early winter of
1862 on the flat in front of Park Hill. Eventually more than 900 men volunteered,
completed their training and left by train for war from Boonville in March of 1862.
Although the regiment experienced conflict including the Battle of Second
Manasas in its first months of service, it wasn't until mid-September that it
received its real baptism of fire. The 97" was among 115,000 American soldiers
involved in the Battle of Antietam, called Sharpsburg by the South. Early on the
morning of September 17, 1862, Boonville’s regiment along with others in



Brigadier General Abram Duryea’s Brigade led an initial attack from the north
through farmer D.E. Miller's cornfield. This was the offensive thrust of James
Rickett’s Division, First Corps of the Army of the Potomac. Conservative
estimates place the human cost of the battle at more than 23,000 casualties, the
most suffered on a single day of conflict in this country’s history — before or since.
On the evening of the 17" only forty men were left unscathed and present for
duty in the 97™

Strategically, Antietam marked the first occasion that Robert E. Lee’s Army of
Northern Virginia was blunted in battle by Union forces. President, Lincoln wisely
used the stand off as a political basis to issue his Emancipation Proclamation.
However, none of this was of immediate concern to Private, Charles Harvey
Hayden of the 97" NY because he found himself lying in the corn, shot through
the body. Every Civil War soldier knew that men who were body shot had
virtually no chance of survival. A minee ball had entered the pit of Charles’
stomach and exited under his arm. As serious and critical as this wound was it
did not prove mortal! Instead, Union field surgeons with advances in hospital
care nursed him back to health over a period of many months. In fact, his health
was sufficient to allow him to re-enlistment in January of 1864.

The letters and diary that have been handed down are from Charles H. Hayden'’s
extended period of convalescence. Almost all are written to his sister Laura. In
them he expresses his personal reflections on the war, religion, politics, death
and her welfare. Since he was unmarried and they had lost their mother in
earlier years, Laura became the central person representing home and family for
Charles. Overwhelming events of the time obviously led the two siblings to a
mutual commitment of faith and welfare. From the letters it can be seen how their
close bond gave each other strength. All letters closed asking for a timely
response. The first two letters in the series are dated July 6™ and 8" 1862 and
were written before the major battles of Second Manasas and Antietam. In this
first surviving letter Charles describes the regiment as having experienced
artillery action and some fighting. He was understandably impressed. The
second, longer letter reflects more on the hot months of summer and offers a
unique window into general camp life.

The Boonville History Club’s campaign to endow, repair and rededicate the 97" NYVI monument
at Gettysburg, seems to have struck a local chord. Strong community interest has brought to light
certain artifacts, historical letters and diaries. One very interesting contribution has been brought
forward by Les Trainor, of Boonville, himself a Civil War enthusiast for most of his life. Through
time Trainor’s family has become custodians of the extensive letters and diary of Big Brook
(Westernville) native and 97" volunteer, Charles Harvey Hayden. The Hayden story, written in



his own hand, is a moving, patriotic, spiritual and heroic first hand account of a local Civil War
soldier who gave his all in the cause to save the Union. The collection represents an unparalleled
window into a soldier’s fate as he struggles with his health, spirit, faith, fate, family and
patriotism. This letter collection vividly and clearly portrays the sacrifice of a Boonville area
soldier’s place in our national history. It is probably the most important surviving first hand
account of a soldier’s life in the 97" NYVI.

The importance of the Hayden letters and diary is obvious. But, because of fading, misspellings,
strained grammar and random order, continuity was not initially completely obvious. During a
July visit, Al Grenning’s grandson Alex began transcribing and organizing the collection into a
coherent sequence. As it developed into a more involved summer history project, he transcribed
all of the original Hayden letters sequentially and stored them as a MS Word® file. Great effort
was taken to keep the context as original as possible. Spelling and grammar were edited only when
absolutely necessary. A duplicate of the complete transcriptions has been given to the Erwin
Library Institute and is available on reserve. Alex is starting his freshman year at Wilson Central
School this fall.

A separate study and restoration of Hayden’s personal diary also has been completed. It remains
in possession of the Trainor family. Although the word “treasure” is over used, there is no doubt
that the surfacing of Hayden’s letters and diary give a new unseen window into Boonville’s
contribution to the Civil War. In future issues the Herald will publish the complete set of
Hayden’s letters chronologically, one each week.

*Al Grenning is a member of the Friends of The National Park at Gettysburg and is an Associate Licensed Battle
Field Guide at Gettysburg. He has been working with the Boonville Historical Club in their campaign to
rededicate, repair and endow the 97" NYVI monument on that field.

The initiative to record the history of the 97" NY VI is ongoing. Any artifact, photograph of a soldier, letter or
other historical item shedding light on individual soldiers or local regimental history is of great interest to the
Boonville Historical Club. Also, solicitation by the Club continues for the Gettysburg monument project.
Through community effort, repair, rededication and an endowment is being established through the cooperation of
the National Military Park at Gettysburg. In support of this community initiative donations are gratefully accepted
and should be sent to Elaine Tompkins, in care of the Boonville Town Clerk’s Office, Route 12, Boonville, New
York, 13309.

Note: The monument project was completed in 2005 and through its efforts the Gettysburg field monument on
North Seminary Ridge was restored and upgraded!



Camp Near Washingten
July 6% 1562

Dear Sister

J take this epportunity to let you fnow that J am alive
and my fealth is wather better that when J wrote you last. J have been under
twe cannenadings and in ane battle and still my life is presewed.

White scon from your brother

Camp Near Warvtenten
July 8% 1562
Dear Sister,

J neceived your letter this morning and was glad te frear
from you but was sovy to fear that you had been sick — J had almast given up
fearing fram you as J had written twice and received no answer — J am glad to
fiear that Pa is getting along so well. J hope that e may always presper —

J hepe the acquaintance you are ferming may prove for your happiness. Be

surte your freart goes with your hand —J am glad Pa approves of him. J hope
fie may prove all you could wish — J am sevy that you have had (a)

disap peintment but we are liable to be disappaointed even in those we field most
dear - should you be disappeinted a gain. J hope you may continue to live on

and ficpe on stuiving te be a goed gl — For J know the effect which

disap peintment is lialile to have upen the mind.

We have bieen incamped at (indistinguishabile) Station fox the last thuee ax four
weekes living veny uncemforntabile for Seldiews. We maved from there bast
Saturday to this place abiout twelve miles (away ). Jhe weather is so wavn

Yesterday and the day before were the hattest days J think J ever saw. We

five ta seven O’clack — We live in Uittle tents made ef too pieces ef cloth abicut



ane falf as large as a sheet. Twa of ws button our pieces together and stretch it
acwess whole boards in twa crotches and this foums cun tent - when we start on a
manch tent, tlanket, cven coat, knapsack, gun and equipments foxms a pretty
gead lead but generally we get paxt of it caviied — Since J began this Letter I
fave teen off and got all the chewiies and black beviies that J could eat. The
and nice. We have the tlack and ed cheviies all we want - Jhe water fhexe is
finst wate and the country quite hilly- Jhe place we left the country was level
and the water peor —

J do not know how many men we fiave fiene but sevenal thousand making it lock
quite life a city when Uit up at night. J and William Wright from Wright
Settlement went caut five miles beyond our lines the other day but saw no weliels.
Jack dinner without much reluctance got by some slaves censisting of hoe calee
butter and milk. - You said you wish that J ceuld be there te spend the fourth
with you. J wish J could have been. J think we might have had a gead time -
You spakee of my getting a fulough and coming hame this summer. Jt is hard
getting a fullough in cur camp. J do not fnow of anyene getting a furleugh
without they ate sick ex te go home with the sickness - Jhe railroad which had
been damaged by the neliels has been wepaired to this place which gives us quick

Dinect Washingten DC 97 REG NYSV COK
Fram your Buothen Feny Fayden



Boonville Herald - Second Week
Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden

In this letter of October 10, 1862 Charles Hayden writes to his sister Laura, in
Westernville, (Big Brook) N.Y., from the Union hospital in Smoketown, Maryland. In it he
informs her of his wounds suffered in the Battle of Antietam. The Smoketown Hospital
was one of many hastily created for wounded soldiers. It consisted of an oak grove
sheltering about 80 army tents. Two dilapidated cabins served as the only standing
structures. Dr. W. R. Mosley, Assistant Medical Inspector for Union forces, noted that
two months after the battle in November 1862, there were 479 patients under treatment.
232 were wounded soldiers while 237 others were sick with typhoid fever, dysentery
and diarrhea. Many were afflicted with both wounds and disease. When the following
letter was written Charles was in the latter category. However, he realized his good
fortune to be alive upon his reflection of the battle and its horror.

Smotetown, MD
Oct. 10t 62

Dear Sister

J take this epportunity to write a few lines to you. J was
wounded in the battle of the 17% of last menth. I was wounded in the night
breast. My weunds appear te be doing well. J alsa received a shet in my thumb
and finger of my left hand but my fingews are abiout well. J have had a bad
diavihea which has kept me vewy week. We went into the battle early in the
monning. J was in a caxnfield when J fell. T was left and the 1ebels passed aver
me then cur men drove them back again. Jhe rebels were charging again when J
placed my handRerchief cver my weund and standed (steed). (SiC) T came to
an ambulance and they tock me in and brought me te the Fospital we are in.
Nice new tents 5 - of us in cur tent - J fhave been up and cut of deors yesterday.
J da nat fnow whether they will let me come fame ox not - the battle was a
teviilile affair. Men (were) dropping all around - with heads and legs off. The
continual roar of cannon the shot and shell flying around and the hissing of the

Dear sister wmite seen divect as befare.
From your affectionate Brather
Chales H Fayden



Boonville Herald — Third Week
Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden

In this letter of January 25, 1863 Charles is still receiving care from the same hospital in Maryland that he
wrote from in November. His progress is amazing considering the seriousness of his wounds. He notes
that Smoketown is becoming the recipient of soldiers from other hospitals. Just four weeks before this
was written Union forces lost 13,000 soldiers (18,000 - both sides combined) to casualties during the
Battle of Fredricksburg. No doubt the influx of patients he notes was the result of that battle.

The letter also demonstrates the influence of the United States Christian Commission. During the war this
YMCA founded, non denominational, charity funded, volunteer organization cared to the spiritual needs
of soldiers, particularly those who were wounded. It supplied clothing, diaries, writing material, bibles
and ministry for both northern soldiers and captured southerners. Religious services were held and
libraries were established in most hospital camps. Over 5000 volunteers supported the organization.
Their work was to have a profound effect on Private, Charles Hayden of the 97" NYVI.

Smeketown Jan. 25% 1863

Dear Sister

J take this epportunity to write a few lines to you. J am still
at this Hespital. We axe in large tents and have a good stave. There are five of
ws in a tent. J am gaining strength and my wounds are fiealed up but J feel the
affects of them inwardly censidenabily yet a few weeks agae. J expected to be
with you before this time but J de not fnow whether J shall be discharged on
nat. New they tallk as though they wanted me to go to nuwsing, but J de naet
want to de it, J nather go to my Reg, if I was abile but J do net think that I am
abile yet.

They are making this a General Fospital for this region and axe bringing their
sick from ather fospitals. Fere we have seme Jhvee hundred -- new of sick and
weunded. J had a lettex from Cousin FHelen a few days a go. She was well and
J am always glad to fear from fer. She takes as much interest in my welfare
as theugh she was my sister. J wish you could see the lettens. You said that

it was too late but am sovy that you were disappointed. You spakie about
gaing ta Steubien te wesk perhaps you may be thewe before this reaches you. J
de not Rnew what is fou the best but J hope that you may be divented fox the best
and twust te that friend that never can fonsake you. Read the bilile and be
directed by its teachings, it will lead you a vight.

Dear Sister I am tired of war and tlood-shed and tived of seeing sickness and
suffering caused by this unfappy war.



J believe that cur only fiope is te tuust. Tuust te him that tempens the wind to
the Shawn bamb. J hope that we may do away with the evil that is among us
and the Lond will (----) to bless us as a natien for without his blessing we can
do nothing-till Pa and Ma. That J am as well as can be expected undex the
circumstances weceiving a ball abiout thuee inches te the 1ight of the pit of the
stamach and coming eut just back of my avm. J have received (an ) cvercoat
and pants and undex cloths from the government. J lost my clothies in the battle.
We have not 1eceived any pay for mast seven mantfis but J sent back to Western
for same so that J have had what J needed to use. J have fad to buy
considenabile food as cur fair is nather poor. J hape the time may scon come
when we shall meet a gain but in the mean time twy te be a good ginl. J was
sevwy te fiear that you had been sick but was glad to fear that yeu wexe getting
quite well a gain. J hiope your frealth may continue good.
We have plenty of hickory nuts here. J have been aut several times and got
same but could not get as many as J would becawse J could nat climb the trees
— you hardly fnow how much J wish to see you. But that cannct bee fox the
present but we will hope that the time will come whien we shall meet again.

Dear Sister, uvite seon and divect

Smaketown, Haospital Washington

CO MD
Fram your boving brother
Charles H FHayden



Boonville Herald — Fourth Week
Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden

In this letter of March 5", 1863 Charles writes to his sister Laura from the same Smoketown hospital that
he was sent to in October of 1862. Discouraged with continuing poor health, chronic diarrhea and pain
from his very severe wound, he is concerned about not being fit for regimental duty. He expresses a

clear fatalistic tone and acceptance that the future is beyond his capacity to control.

Smaketown FHespital
March 5% 1563

Dear Sister,

J have been waiting some time and fave not uvitten becawse J expected to
leave here sean, either discharged ox sent to the negiment. But J de nat see
anymaxe prospect of gaing than J did twe menths age. Jhere are same
vewy good and J have had the diavvifea for six months mast of the time and my
side and breast (are) weak and J have seme pain when J bay down. J find that
J do not get cver a wound as scon as it is healed. But, it is liakle to bother -
leng after. I de nat think that J am abile to ge to the regiment and do duty as
saldier but perhaps J shall be sent.

J mean to tuy to keep my twst in Fbim that has presewed my life thiough the
tleady conflicts that J have passed through where many have been called from
fiealth te the grave in a few moments — and if it is His will that J shall be
discharged it will be so if not Fe can give me strength when J weturn te duty te

J am glad that you have found a friend and J hepe that e may prove find
and twe. Still J would all ways have you put your tuwst in that friend that can
never deceive but will always de that which is best for us if we put cur tuust in

Fim although we may net always think se at the time.

The weather fene has been wet and we have had rather bad weather but teday is
warvm and pleasant. The grass is just beginning to staxt. We have a nice Uittle
chapel where we have meetings thiee times a week and we have a very fine man



J was sevwy to hear that Pa had last his dam but was glad that fe had it
wepaired. J hape e may have success and be prosperous.

Dear Sister J hope the time may scon came when war shall end and we shall
meet at fieme again.
Direct Smokeetewn FHaspital
Washington D.C.
Via Sharpsturg M.D

Fram your boving

10



Boonville Herald — Fifth Week
Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden

On April 25th 1863, Charles writes to his sister Laura from the location of the Smoketown hospital for the
last time. Because she represents the only connection to home, family and friends in Westernville, the
letters he receives from her are a central part of his existence. In a gesture of appreciation he composes
a poem representing his feelings toward her kindnesses. Although a few sentences at the end of the
original document have been lost — the letter does reflect the feelings of severely wounded, lonesome
and hospital confined Civil War soldier.

SmaketownFospital
Upil 25% 63
Dear Sister,

J wrete te you sometime a ge but have received na answens - are (you ) sick on
why de you net wite? Jhis hespital is about te be broken up and pethaps J
may be sent home but you must nat put te much hopes in my coming heme. But,
if J sheuld come hame J should be there next menth. J hope you are well but
your fiealth was se peer when you wiote that J am afraid yeuw’se sick.

Those that are going from this Hespital are going te Fredrick about twenty
Manday.

The weather fene is fine te day and the fields are green —
On the neat pages J am gaing to uvite some of my compasition.
Fow sweet the memary of
A sister kind and deaxr bound by a
Jheusand acts of kindness (little acts its twue)
But J never can forget them where ever J
May ge.
T’is the Uttle acts of Rindness that axe
Stwewn from side ta side that will
Matee aur life time happy and cur
Maoments sweetly glide
FHow J wish J°d siete (sight) that sister with a heart
So warm and twe ever weady te eceive
Me even anxious se te de
Dearest sister Reep on haping that we
11



May scen meet a gain - if en eath you
Neuver meet me — meet me in the heavenly plain

Dearest Sisten please (da) nat (lacse) your hapes on

things of time for seen we will leave them far behind. Jn the moments that now
fly let us prepare to live and dye for whe ameng us now may say hew quickly
we may pass away ----

12



Boonville Herald — Sixth Week
Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden

Charles writes to his sister Laura, from Frederick City, Maryland, on May 25", 1863. The Smoketown
hospital he had been confined to during the past seven and one half months will never meet his eyes
again. This letter comes shortly after the Battle of Chancellorsville in early May. Combined, the North and
South suffered over thirty thousand casualties and was the most humiliating Union defeat of the Civil
War. The stress placed on the medical corps of both sides for care of the wounded was beyond
capabilities. Good fortune and luck was with Charles because he found himself in a situation offering
clean, un-crowded quality care. Once examined by the doctor in his new setting there was evidently
consideration for sending him to the Invalid Corps. However, serving the remainder of his military term
with the maimed and handicapped was not to be his fate. Most interesting are his eye opening comments
concerning the care of rebel prisoners!

Freduick City
May 25, 63

Dear Sister,

J have left Smaokietown at last. T have been fene three weeks. J did net get my
discharge at Smaketewn as J expected. J den’t fnow how long J will be frere
probably all summer. Jhe weathier has been very waun feor a few days — J de
nat think J feel as well when the weather is vewy wavm. J spofee aliout my
discharge to the doctor Saturday morning for the finst time. Twice J have been in
the hospital. J thought if J could go newth whesre the weather is cooler it would
be better for me. The doctor gave me but little encouragement abiout geing hame
and seemed to think that J might be able to go into the invalid caxps but said fe
would see if I was entitled te discharge.

The bospital is pleasantly situated just at the cutstints of the town. Jhere are
18 o1 20 buildings 100 e 200 feet long and abicut 30 feet wide. They axre
enclosed by a high fence and when we wish to go out we have te get a pass. J
have fiad 4 o1 5 and have not had te ask for ene —

J Uike it fiere very well evenything is Rept veny nice and clean.

This Fospital is not vewy full of patients. Jhe weliel patients were sent off a
few days ago. They wete used as well as we an sleep in the same rooms and eat
at the same table. J believe in wsing priseners well and J wish that euxr
prisanens could be used as well as they have been. J think they (Rebels) were
wsed better than they (UNioN) wexe.

13



Lawra, pethaps you may nat get this letter very soon but answer as seen as you
get it and tell me whexe to divect if you are at hame ar anywhiere else fram aur
fame.

Dinect Fredrick City
General Fospital M.D.
Bavack

My ink is s0 poor that J do not fnow whether you can vead this letter o not.
Fram FHewey to his sister Lawra.

P.S.  Lawa if you are at heme answer (CONfirm) with a few lines in your
neat lettex.

14



Boonville Herald — Seventh Week
Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden

In this letter Charles shows continued concern for his sister Laura’s health. His
acceptance of a Devine plan for all that has happened is reflective of the United States
Christian Commission’s work and the general revivalist movement in the 1860s. Itis
written about two weeks before the Battle of Gettysburg. At that point Northern States
are highly embroiled among themselves in an anti-war movement lead by Democratic
politicians called “Cooper Heads.” The former mayor of Utica, New York, Horatio
Seymour, is a strong proponent of a negotiated settlement with the South, and now is
Governor of New York State. No doubt, Charles is aware of the political climate,
because he writes about Democrats, Republicans, Christians and the damage being
inflicted to the war effort by “Northern Rebels.”

Fredrick City June 12t 63
Dear Sistex,

J hasten to answer your letter which J neceived in due time — J am sevwy te hear

that your fealth is sa peor and J hope that you may net lose your voice, but

whatever Gad may appaint in his providence let us twy te neceive as from an all

wise and mexciful Father and let us pray that cur afflictions may (came) from

cur greatest blessings. We always have much te be thankful for in cur greatest
Pliction.

- You tell me to be patient J have no cause te be impatient when J think of the
premises of Gad, fie has said that all things shall werk for the good ef thase
that love him se that cur affections and disappaointments if weceived in the right
spinit may prove blessings ta us — all that we may suffer fieve will seen be past.
We cannat always see the hand that leads us but let us cast cur selues into his
care and fe will care for us. But if we are ashamed of him before man he will
be astamed of ws before his father and the holy (Ungels

Elise wishes me ta be a Demacrat. J wish she may be a Christian if she is nat.
Then she may be a Demacrat ax Republican. She may ew in judgment but she
will not ewt in principal. She will aim te be vight and de ight - We should not
thinf maexe of party than eur country - J would vathier the names Democrat and
Republican weuld link te us ne moxe than that we should lose cur free
institutions. J would that we had a party without the imperfections of eitfier but

as they are made of imperfect men they will be imperfect. Und, we should
15



chaase the best and will - should they think of it — You there at home never can
krnow what men are suffering fox this country. e fnow it must be seen and felt
cur avuny by word e deed are aiding to the extent to which they go. Jo carviy en
the weliellion J am sovy that we have so many weliels noth. Jhey may prolong
the waxr. J believe that is all that they can da. J believe that the unicn of these
states will be estabilished.

J have not received any pay fiete. J did not get fete in time to muster and have a
year’s pay due me the first of neat month. Pehaps J may be paid in July. J
sent ta Lysander bast fall (when J expected to come home ) and got fifteen
dollars and J have abiout ten shillings left. J think that you need pait of it moxe
than J de se J enclose a dellax te you.
Write soon divect-Fredrick City
General Fospital Bavack “O”
Fram your Buother C H Fayden

Write particubarly how you get a leng. My bhealth is wather improving. J have
but little pain and rest well nights. Und plenty of plain foods mestly bread.
Meat ance a day, not often butter, sometimes applesauce for supper, tea and
caffee for break fast and suppex.

C H Fayden

16



Boonville Herald — Eighth Week
Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden

No sooner was Charles settled in his new hospital at Frederick, Maryland than
events began to over take his destiny once more. The Gettysburg campaign was
now under way and Robert E. Lee’s 85,000 soldiers were on the march north. It
was feared by the Union that Frederick would be overrun and captured. One
response was to move as many convalescing patients as possible out of harm’s
way. Many were sent to Baltimore’s Jarvis Hospital, in which city fortifications
were being expanded to resist the coming invasion. Union concern was certainly
justified and although Baltimore itself was never attacked, the two sides did clash
at a place called Gettysburg. He notes that those patients well enough might be
given light defensive duties should it become necessary, but questions whether
he was fit enough to do so. He also suggests that others might be sent even
further north. One thing was certain, because of the pending invasion,
government and the general population was close to panic.

Jawis Faspital June 2204 1863
Baltimore

Dear Sister

J take this epportunity to write a few lines to you. We left
Frederick a week a go yestenday. Jhe nebels were suppased to be advancing on
that place so all the patients that were abile to be remaoved wene sent fere. J
bielieve a bout three hundied and fifty - a few being left. The rebiels have been
there and paroled aver those that wexe left but did nat destroy any propety —
this city is being foutified so as to be prepated in case of an attack - but J hope
that the upising of the nowth will surpuise the weliels as much as they surprised
ws and J began te think it has and if they put off their advance much longexr
they witt nat g fax.

Many of the committed have gene to guard the city. J do nat think that J
much exestion. This hospital is situated en an eminence cverlooking the city-
comfont and less for show than at Fredrick. Our food is as goed as at Fredrick
which consists mainly of bread and coffee for breakfast and supper and meat
and seup for dinnews. Our coffee is very good for those that do not life

17



trimmings but J lifee them. But we must not mind the trimmings when we are
saldens-

We have a geed librawy of weligious bocks which J tafe much pleasure in

weading — we fiave preaching (en) Sabbath aftewncons and prayer meetings
Wednesday evenings. Und the veligious seldiers meet twice a week and have a

little prayer meeting amang themselues.

Baltimare is quite a large city. I got bast in Fredrick and J should nat be
sunprised if I should get lost fene when J ge aut. We have te take cut turns

abiout leaving the guard. My turn has not come yet but (J ) shall prebabily go
out this weef-

JL the nebiels should attempt te take this place we should probiabily either be set
at same light duty ox sent farther nexth according te eur ability — theve are
fonts already fere will make a foumabile nesistance to the enemy should they
attempt te capture this place- - -

J want you to uite mare paticularly about yourself. Ure you abile to be up ex
are you oliliged to feep (te) your bed paxt of the time. Jell me just how you are
getting a leng. T you aze in need of a little money uvite me soon. J will send
you some if J have it. J expect te be paid next month. J can ditect same to be
sent to you whiether J have any or not. Jf you need uvite seen divect

Jawis Geneval Fospital Baltimare - US
MD

P.S J sent you a letter from Frednick since J neceived yours - before J left there.
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Boonville Herald — Ninth Week
Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden

Again Charles has been uprooted by events and now finds himself in the most curious
of locations. He writes from a small island just off the New Jersey shore of New York
Harbor. His unsettled state is quite evident and longs for news from h his sister Laura.
Of course, he will never know that on the very ground from which his letter was written
there would be erected one of civilization’s greatest monuments — the Statue of Liberty.

Bedlows Jsland July 14% 1563

Dear Sister,

J have wuitten te you thuee times and have eceived ne answens. (e
you se sick that you cannct wiite o have you wiitten (ar) have they been never
answered? Have you got my lettens — J expect to come hame when J came fere
but J think it veny doubitful whether J shall come hame ax net. This is not a
wegular huspital and J cannct get a fulough witheut J am sent a way from
tiee. If I am wightly infoumed the weathexr is so much cooler that J feel letter
than J did at Baltimere. I am bettex of my diavrea which J have had fox the
last nine montfis —

Dear Sister if you are abile to write J want to frear from you if not get same one
to wite for you.

Direct Bedlows Jsland
New Yorke Harbor

It you da net answer this letter J shall think you ave not alile o1 do not want to
fiear from me any moxe. Either of which is wense than J hope.
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Boonville Herald — Tenth Week
Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden

This letter was written about four weeks after the Gettysburg campaign. Combined both
sides conservatively suffered 52,000 casualties. The medical stress for proper care of
the maimed and ill on the Union side was enormous. Even before Gettysburg major
northern cities had established rehabilitation hospitals and other facilities. But, now the
challenge to provide proper medical services was more acute than ever. At this point
Charles had been in army medical care for almost one full year. No doubt because of
the extremely high casualty numbers he finds himself in yet another new location,
having been moved a short distance from Bedlows Island in New York Harbor to a
mainland hospital in Newark, New Jersey. A letter from his sister Laura has finally
caught up to him. His continuing care for her welfare, in spite of his own condition, is
most evident. He has also been affected by news of the severe mauling that his own
regiment, the 97 NYVI, received during its engagement at Gettysburg. -- Another
interesting comment concerns a “likeness” he had taken. This would be a 19" century
photograph called a tintype. The letter confirms that it was sent back to Laura here in
Oneida County. If that image were to surface how nice it would be to put a real face on
a piece of our history.

US General FHespital
Newark, Qug 10% 63

Dear Sister

J neceived your letter this morning and it teek a load eff my mind te
frear that you were getting a leng so well. J had begun to think that you wesre
vewy sick and pethaps dead for J thought that if you were a live you weed
uwvite.

J weod lifee ta came fieme as well as you could wish and have been trying to get
a fulough. J went to New Yok City to see the medical divector, but fe was not
in his effice and J could nat see him. J intend te came fhome if it is possilile now
that J hiave got s0 near my awn State

J had a pretty sick night but feel pretty well to day. J have a little palice duty
to do sweeping and have the afterncen and evening te go areund. My health has
been pretty good genevally excepting the weakness in my ight side which still
bothers me. J hardly think that J shall be discharged very soon, but wish that J
might be near you, especially if J could do you any geed.
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Dear Sister, I de nat wish to contrel you in choosing a patner for life but I am
glad that you have sa much cenfidence in writing te me. J think that we should
caunsel tagethier as buother and sister that loved each other and each athers
welfare

J bhad my Uifeness taken te send to Cousin Felen but J concluded to send this te
you and have ancthier taken for coz Felen. I did net fnow as my Letters weached
you s0 J sent it te Lydies ax the center. J have uviitten to Felen but J can get na
answews and alsa to Lysander. My mail dees not follow me very well.

Lieutenant Cady was woeunded at Gettysburg and has since died. Our captain
has been wounded, finst bieutenant discharged, General Wheelock was tafen
prisoner but escaped, lieutenant Colonel Spafford was taken prisener and
several of my camnades were killed and weunded. There are several of my

Write soen direct
US General FHospital Market Street
Newark NJ 10 Ward
Fram your brather Fewey Fayden
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Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden
Boonville Herald — Eleventh Week

At this moment in September of 1863 the wounded from the Gettysburg
campaign have been moved to hospitals through out the Northern States.
Charles is fortunate because for the last month he has been assigned to the
General Hospital in Newark, New Jersey. This is his second letter from that
location. He writes with great concern for his sister’s well being after a courtship
with a young man turns sour. His advice to her comes directly from his Christian
bearing which no doubt has been enhanced through the work of the United
States Christian Commission. Incredibly, with all that he has suffered his outlook
IS positive, even to the point of considering himself fortunate. This letter offers a
window into the general mind set, and spirituality of many typical Civil War
soldiers both North and South.

US General FHespital
Newark, N.].
Septembier 26% 63

Dear Sister

J neceived your intenesting and affectionate letter to day. O that J had wisdem
to cauncil you right but J fnow se little abiout the young man you speak of - his
Lords cammand to honor father and Mather. Fe should cbey his parents in the
Lord and be subject to them until of age. He should cbey them without they tell
fim te discliey god. Sister how bad it would be to have his father and Mother
and Sistens feel so sarely. You, Dear Sister ask God to direct you. -- Dear
Sister I am sovwy that you have promised your frearnt and hand and are cbliged
to break it. Look well before you make any more promises ax unite yowself for
bife. Yes, Dear Sister I wish J could be with you and protect you from all
dangers but J could naot if J were there. There are danges that ne human J can
see. My prayer ta God is that he may feep and protect you from eveny evil. --
Dear Sister, you frankly told me that you met this man in the weeds. J believe
you te be a goad ginl but if cur Dear Mother was alive would she approve of
your meeting any man but your Father on buother alone in the woods? J think
nat. J believe if she were alive she would watch eveny action. Jhat she would
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;n;ggﬁ:jemwtandteacﬁyaum anly a mother can the way of duty and the way

Umeng the first things that J can wemembier is of cur mother being a poor widow
earning fier living by fer needle and at night she would fneel down with fer
little boy and ast Ged’s blessing upon fenself and son. Though poor J believe
that she had a care for these mexe needy than fenself. Fter last wends to me
wexe, ”’ Fewvey be a good bay for I am going a way.” Und J know that she
would have me use every influence that J could te have you a good and
Cluistian ginl. J believe that she died happy and if J live (to be) a geed
Cluistian boy J expect to meet fier in heaven. Dear Sister, let us tuy to meet each
atfier there —

God fas been good to us threugh all the years that are past - thuough all the
years that J loved not God fe was geed ta me -- and since J entered the avuny
the air and eanth areund me and wifle balls have flew thick and fast. Still J am
alive theugh wounded but not killed - though confined for a long time in the
haspital yet J have not suffered a great degree of pain. Theugh sick J have had
with all cur hearts — J am glad you ave weading the bible with me te day - J
wead the 11 chapters of Mathew.

Did you write when you 1eceive this divect as before?
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Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden
Boonville Herald — Twelfth Week

US General FHespital
Newart, Naovember 16% 63

Dear Sister Laura,

J did net come frene as seen as J expected to. General Dix
gave ws until the 15% to neport in and J came back to Utica and then went up to
Western until Saturday the 14%. J had a pleasant time in Western and went
around a considenabile. J stayed at Mx. Simses (Sims ) Menday night up en
Stuelien Fll and J am ashamed te say that Mr. Sims and his father took tuns
at walking sa that J could side heme with them fraem Holland Patent. J bought
a ticket at Utica for Forestpornt and fell in with Mx. Sims and fe said that J
could ge home. With them J did net know that ene of them would have te walk.
Und when J found it cut J tiied to go back to the cars (the train ) but they
would nat let me do sa. J had a pleasant visit at Mxn. Simes. (Sims ) Tuesday,
J came dawn to M. Joneses stere and the finst man J saw was Geerge Mary
drawing oil at the doer. Visited there a while then went dewn to M. Miller’s
with Julia, teck tea there - went back ta the store a while in the evening saw a
couple of my acquaintances. Went back to. Miller’s and stayed all night. M.
Siteeses gink the ane we spake of weks te Miller's. Fer father is dead - died
this summer. Wednesday night J stayed at Lysanders. Laura (Nt to be
confused with Charles’ sister) and J went down te Mx. Ellises. Unn is getting to
be a large ginl — J had a gead visit -There is a party at Silas Balls’ tonight. I
did not get back in time for an invitation. J heard that (Paresued? ) said that if
she had fnown that J was at Lysandens she would have come on purpese te
have invited me. But J think that is a peor plave for a persen to go - that
wistes to enjoy religion. Wednesday, J went on Seuth FEll. Stopped at Henry
Fills and M. Stones. Lawra was at iome but bocked a little sleepy. Fad a
gaad visit (J then) went to William FHill. William tock me in and said the
waemen must visit with me while fie plowed a little while. Jeck tea fiere at
William’s went cver with them to prayer meeting...and such a prayer meeting J
think J never saw before. J enjoyed it well. Went back with Mx. F6ills folks.
Stayed all night foxr the west of the night. Jeok breakfast with them Friday
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manning - and William told me te came up an J could ide to Rome with him
Saturday if it did net vain. Stepped at both Mr. Mireses a while. They have a
nice new chuwich on Seuth FGll. Went dewn te Lyesanders, and up to see Frank
Cummings and Silas Ball]. T ook tea with Silas. Paresued lives there. Stayed
until after dark. Went dewn to Tsaks a while in the evening. Ftad a pleasant
time. Stayed at Lysandexs Friday night. Saturday morning (J) did not go up
to William FHills - it Lecked sa much lifee vain before daylight. Mark went up
and teld him J was afraid fie would not want te ge and (that) J was geing on
the stage. Lysandens tock me ta Westexnville. J got an the stage and went to
Rome. Tack the cars (the train) at eleven o’clack and five minutes $ M and
avived at Newark about half past ten at night. J have waritten a letter for a
friend before J commenced this and am tived.

Write saon direct 11% Ward instead of 10 as before. From your brother FHenvey
FHayden

IS uwite seon as you neceive this.
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Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden
Boonville Herald — Thirteenth Week

In late November Charles writes from Newark, New Jersey to his sister Laura
concerning a recent furlough. In an earlier November letter there is no mention
of their meeting during his visit home. Rather, that letter mentions neighbors,
friends, stage coaches and rail schedules but nothing concerning immediate
family. For some reason it is not until this second letter that he expresses any
reaction concerning time spent with his own family. There are two possible
explanations. Either, there were separate furloughs and it was not until the
second that they were to meet or something happened during his only furlough
home that caused him initially not to mention their meeting.

In this letter Charles does write about his impressions of “Jerry” who is obviously
connected with Laura. It is not too difficult to imagine that this new personality in
the family mix might have caused at least an unspoken difficulty. Could Jerry’s
presence possibly explain why there was no discussion of their meeting in his
earlier November letter? It is unfair to make assumptions concerning people and
relationships that lived so long ago. However, this letter gives a real glimpse into
the strong spiritual connection that Charles and Laura had developed. No doubt
he depended on it as an important element of his positive attitude during
convalescence.

One thing is crystal clear. A year after being severely wounding at Antietam,
Charles does not know if he will be sent home, placed in the Invalid Corps or
returned to his regiment and his fellow soldiers from Boonwville.

US General Fospital, Newark, (New Jersey)
Navem(ber) 27% 63

Dear Sister,

Being tired and lonesame and nothing to de J theught that J would
write a few lines to you. J wrote alicut all the news when J unate before. (Uften
J left you that merning J wode and walked until neax fish creek bridge. J tald
Pa that J thought that I weuld tuy and ge farther se J bid him good by and
Jerwy and J walked as fast as we could handily until we got mast to the
Belcher Road when J gave eut and made up my mind that J had gat te ge
sloaw whether J was in time fox the stage e not. But J was in time after all —
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Jerwy and J got a pretty gead staxt towards getting acquainted for the shoxt
time we wexe together. Und J have seen few boys that J liked better than J did
him cn se shent an acqguaintance. Nt that J deem him perfect for T thought T
saw a shadew which J hope may be hid by his many vidues which J believe him
te passes — We all have cur faults and we may see them in thase that we love
dearest and finst. T have mine and we all if we examine cur cwn hearts will
find much that we should fight against. Let us take the bibile foxr the ook of our
council and follow its precepts. J nead the first Chapter of Jehn today. What
chapter did you nead? J want ta (R ))now if we are Reeping tagether in cur
weadings.

J have been inteviupted twice since J commenced wniting ence for examination
and for dinner. We that were on fuloughs were examined. Same are going to be
discharged same are put in the invalid conps and seme are going ta their
segiments. J suppase that you are anxious te fnow what they are gaing te da
with me but J cannct tell you for (J) de net fnow. Yesterday J thought that J
might be discharged, teday J think that J might be sent to my Regiment. J do
nat think that J am able te de duty yet and J fear that J never shall be as well
as (J am) (sup )pased ta be. J nealize that I am in higher hands than the
Dacters and J hope that T may be albile te put my twst in God and de my duty
where ever J may be placed. J feel that J need his care and protection whether J
wemain fiere ox go home on to my regiment. J fope that J may be able te say his
will not mine be dene —

Dear Sister how J have hoped to fear that you had given your heart to God and
made up your mind te live for God and for feaven. Fbow T wish that J could be
with you all the while but J should want you to do different sametimes fram
what you would want to do and yeur love might grow cold towards me perhaps
if we wexe tagethier all the time — Jt was a painful fhour te me when we wete at
the party but when you came and sat down by me J felt that you loved me to
give up the party at my sequest. Perhaps you thought that J was asking to
much but J felt that J could not stay and you de net now how hard it would
have been for me to have left you there —

Give my nespects te any that may inguire abiout me but J nesenwve my love for
27



From your Burother Fewey

P.S. Write saon direct as before. I have wuitten ene letter before this te you and
one te Jevwy. Jevrwy gave me his likeness of you. J think it a good ene but in my
by in caming a way J fergot to pay bim for it. But J have written and told
him how it was. Pehaps fe theught it wather strange at the time. J have not been
paid off since J came back. J expected that J should have been. But if T need
maney J have a friend that offered to lend me half he had without my astking
him for any. Se J guess J can get along.

Laove to all the Folls and yourself in particular

Charles Ft. Fayden
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Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden
Boonville Herald — Fourteenth Week

This is one of the most pungent and interesting letters in the Hayden collection.
At this point Charles is interpreting his fate and those he cares for with strict
fundamental adherence to his religious convictions. His obvious desire to bring
his sister Laura along a similar path is plainly stated. But, the news he receives
from her is truly stunning. Charles will now have to share his extremely close tie
with Laura - with another person, Jerry! No doubt this revelation helps to explain
why there was no mention of their meeting at Big Brook in his first letter after his
furlough earlier in the month. Only in his second letter does he mention anything
about time spent together. With this letter it becomes crystal clear that Charles is
not the total center of Laura’s existence. He is incredulous and asks for specific
details concerning their “marriage.”

During the Civil War counterfeit paper money was a severe problem both north
and south. Charles was caught up in this as one of the bills that he gave to his
sister was bad. He had been in the practice of sending money to her whenever
possible since his muster into the regiment. This last contribution to her
existence was made in person during the visit to her house during his furlough.

At the conclusion there is a discussion of a likeness. A likeness refers to a Civil
War era photograph. He comments about sending both a diary and one of two

likeness home for safe keeping “if” he should ever return.

U.S General Fospital Newark, (New Jersey)
Navember 30t 1563

Dear Sister,

J feel to thank my fathier in fieaven that fie fas let his spirit strive
with yeu until you have been constrained ta give your feant te him. Dear Sistex,
we will have a cross to bear if we will have a crown to wear. Lock to Jesus for
strength - to follow him. Never give up until you fnow that God for Chuist’s
sake has forgiven your sins. - Jhat you are born again. Read your bilile much
be in prayer, often watch your cutward cenduct that you may be an instuument
te the daoctrine (what) you profess. Watch your inward thoughts that the enemy
of all sighteousness leads you not astray. We are nat abile to 1esist the evil ane
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in aur awn stength but Jesus canguered and we may cenguer in his name — Be
nat a shamed of Jesus before men that he may not be a shamed of you before

Dear Sister you say pray for you. J have been praying for you. When J began
J de nat frnew but for the bast twe years since Gad for Christ’s sake (T believe)
fergave me my sins it has been the desive of my heart. That God would save you
from the evil of this world and enabile to beceame one of his children —

Sister you say that you cannat be happy until you get Religion - no sister what
the workd calls happiness, if we could find it, woeuld scon leave us or we should
leave that. But Religion gives us joy fene and prepares (ws ) for a beaven of
joy heeafter. We have aur tuials and sevows but Religion suppaerts us in them.
Und in God’s waord we have great and precious promises

Sister you say that yeu are geing to leave the pleasures of the waorld behind.
Yes sister we must leave the sinful pleasures of the world behind and seef cur
pleasures - in heavenly things. Und if we live near te god we shall find them.

Dear Sister if I could undenstand your letter you are maiied. Why did you nat
wite more particularly where you were maviied, when and by whe (? ) Und you
say in the same letter that Pa says that fie den’t believe that you and Jevwy
calculate ta get maviied - as though you were not mavded — When you wite
explain it to me.

Dear Sister I am sovy that ene of these Gills is bad. J think it’s strange that it
should be — But J know where J got all the money that J had when J was at
your fiouse. J want you to take the Gill and waite the bank, it is on the place
whexe the bank is, the state, the number of the Gill who. is the cashier and
president an a piece of paper o as much of it as you can make cut and send it
ta me. lsc if thexe is any mark on the back of the Gill and what it is if any.
Then send me the description of the Gill — T hen maxk the Gill en the back se you
will fnow it — Enclose the Gill in an envelape and send it ta Fenwy R FHill, Big
Brook, Oneida CO. NY and wuite in the Cletter to him that yeu received the Gill
fram me and J will divect him about it in a letter. Da it as scon as you can
conueniently.
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Sister you must excuse my divecting this letter in your old name if you have
changed it. For you wrote it sa in distinct J cannct be curtain. When J last wrote
te you J was expecting to leave. I am still expecting to leave fere but J want
you te tuy te answex this before J go away from heve. J believe that J have not
told you that J answered Jevuy's letter today. J have uvitten ane to Fenwy Fill
since J cammenced this. White and send it the first chance. Direct 11 ward, the
west as before.

Fram your Buother Hewvey

P.S. J have twe likenesses of you one of which J shall send to you to feep
for me and my diany ook by mail. J want you to keep them for me so that J
can have them if J neturn fiome again. J shall not send them unless J leave fesre.
J do not think se that if you receive them you need not divect any mase letters te
me fere but wait until J (w )dite. But, I am in hapes that you will have time
befare J leave fere. I shall net forbid you ta read (the) diany if you wish ta but
J did not wuite it to be wead.

Fram you Loving Brother Fewey
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Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey (Hervey) Hayden
Boonville Herald — Fifteenth Week

This is the final surviving letter in the Charles Hayden collection to his sister
Laura. How many others may have been written to her, if any, is unknown. Why
they ended on this date can only be addressed by conjecture. Was her husband
Jerry, uncomfortable with Charles? Were subsequent letters destroyed? Did he
or she just not write any longer? Among the last thoughts we read is that
although Charles hasn't heard from Laura in a “great while” he doesn’t think it's
her “fault”.

History of the American Civil War is more than - who - killed - who - where! The
real toll reached to the emotional, economic, moral, political and spiritual heart of
the country. Aside from the final reality of a Northern victory the cultural
devastation left in the wake of conflict was an unprecedented horror. Over
625,000 (Six hundred twenty five thousand) Americans were lost. A percentage
comparison to today’s population would relate to a loss of five million men. A
calamity of that magnitude is difficult to imagine.

This last letter begs many other unanswerable questions. It would have arrived in
Big Brook, Oneida County, New York shortly before Christmas. Yet, there is no
mention of the observance which seems very odd for such a devote Christian.
Instead, Charles writes about being taken back out to Bedlows Island for
embarkation on the steamship “America” for a trip up the Potomac to yet another
camp destination. Events on the trip contrasted his own idealism and morality
against those of draftees (recruits) who drank, played cards and gambled. He
ends this last letter with the same plea to Laura for a quick return answer.

It would be unfair to leave readers wondering about Charles Hayden'’s fate. In
addition to his letters Charles kept at least two diaries, one of which has survived.
Fortunately, the surviving diary begins days after his last surviving letter to his
sister. As a result we almost have a day by day account of his duties and actions
up to May of 1964. Remarkably, he does not return home to Big Brook at the
conclusion of his military term. Rather, he reenlists at the grade of corporal on
January 4", 1864 for a second term of service and is re-mustered into “K”
company, his original unit. He is given light camp duty while regaining full
strength. But, by May of 1864, General U.S. Grant has taken over full command
of all Union armies. He begins the “Overland Campaign” which will see northern
soldiers lay siege to Petersburg, Virginia by the end of the year. Grant’s
campaign was the bloodiest affair of the American Civil War. The opening of the
campaign was called the “Battle of the Wilderness” and Boonville’s regiment
found itself fully involved. Unfortunately, during that engagement Charles was

shot through the body, lingering for a few days in agony until passing on May
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15™, 1864. It has been recorded that he was cared for by a nurse who spoke
and comforted him as best as possible. At the age of 25 years the wagon maker
from Big Brook, Oneida County, New York had given his all to a Cause in which
he believed.

Camp Convalesc(e)nt
Ulexandria, (VA.) Dec. 18% 63

Dear Sistex,

J take this finst apportunity to wite a few lines te you. J aviived
fiene yestenday. I wrete you last from Bedlows Jsland. T Left there bast
Thusday night in the United States Transit Umerica. We were pretty well
cuowded in the vessel, the sea was calm and we fad a pleasant sail te fortress
Maonrce. We ware out of sight of land all day Friday. We aviived at fortress
Monrce Saturday Morning at day light. Hexe pat of cur numbers left us for
Newbuwn, N.C.. Left fontress Monrce in the aftewncen and steamed up the bay
and anchoered sometime in the night. In the merning when J got up the wind
tlew a gale and we wexre diifting a shore with both anchors dewn. Jhe captain
nat be waised. Then fie ardered steam on and the engines ware streng encugh to
drag the anchors we lost ene ancher and raised the otfier. Jhe wind went dewn
and the nain ceased the sun came cut and we had a pleasant sail up the bay
and the Patemac River all day Sunday. We passed the temb of Washington
Mount Vernen Washington’s eld hame. We aviived at Wlexandiia Sunday
night gat off the boat Menday marning — Jhere was a great deal of gambiling
and shaiing duinking on board. J see ane poor boy that fiad lost ninety seven
dellars gambling - so fie said. Jhere were several necuuits that had received
large bounties an board — Two ex three hundied wnaway soldiers and a had
lacking set they were they lootied Uifte 1ebiel prisaners - J heard that there was
same fifteen undred of us en board in all but it did net seem te me that thete
ware (were) se many — we have a large camp here. Jt makes a village tweo ox
thuee times as lavge as I . The mail should wun here from (lexandria
abiout three ox four miles distant. We have soft bread here and J think live better
than at Bedlows Tsland. I cannat tell how long ox fow shont I shall stay fete
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but J want you to wite as scon as you get this for J have not feard frem you
in a great while but J de not think it your fault.

Direct Camp Convalesc(e)nt

Pier lexandria VA

Dear Sister I want to hear fram you get along striving te suwive the bond and
you stuiving with all your mind and feart to god takte up your crass before the
werld write all about your self and how you get along —

Write if you have sent that Gill te Fenwy Fll — you will have to wite thiee ox
four sheets to answer all my Cletters.

Daor’t fail te write soen as yeu get this.

Fram FHewey,
Charles F FHayden
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	Dear Sister

