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WATERS WHIPPLE BRAMAN 

E n l i s t e d at Troy, N. Y., December Jth, l 8 6 l , f o r 
a p e r i o d of Three Years - Age 21 y r s . 

Mustered i n January 3 0 t h , 1862, as F i r s t Lieutenant 
w i t h rank from January 15th, 1862, 
Co. C, 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 

T r a n s f e r r e d t o Co. H, A p r i l 3rd, 186*1- f o r promotion t o 
Captaincy, w i t h rank from March 23rd, 186^, 
v i c e Captain Hiram S. Wilson, deceased. 

Mustered out January l ^ t h , 1865 ( E x p i r a t i o n of term 
of e n l i s t m e n t ) , as Captain, w i t h rank of 
Brevet Major N. Y. V o l s , 

3rd D i v . 2nd Army Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

S e r v i c e : 3 y r s . , 1 mo., and 1 wk. 



Camp of 93rd N. Y, V o l s . Hdqrs Gd. 
Near Fredericksburgh Jan. 15th, 1863 

Dear Uncle; 

As you doubtless have heard I d i d not leave New York 
u n t i l Monday evening. I intended l e a v i n g on Sunday but Bob & I 
were over to h i s s i s t e r s i n Brooklyn and d i d not get back i n time 
f o r the t r a i n . I was a f r a i d you might t h i n k t h a t i f I could stay 
so l o n g away t h a t I might have remained longer a t home, but when 
I l e f t I d i d not i n t e n d s t a y i n g more than over one night i n the 
C i t y , but time f l i e s away very l i v e l y t h e r e . When I a r r i v e d i n 
Washington I found I could not get away on the morning boat 
because I d i d not have a pass and could not get one i n time. So 
I d i d not get t o the Regt, u n t i l l a s t n i g h t . 

The Regt. i s j u s t where I l e f t i t , having returned to 
t h i s camp f o u r or f i v e days ago, so I had no t r o u b l e i n g e t t i n g 
my trunk t o camp. Expect to go over to see Eph tomorrow. I 
understand t h a t the 104th Is about four m i l e s from here on the 
B e l l e p l a i n road towards Potomac Creek. 

There i s no foundation to the s t o r y of Burnside l e a v i n g 
here, and there i s every p r o b a b i l i t y of a speedy movement, 
and there i s a rumour here t h a t our f o r c e s are c r o s s i n g the 
Rappahanock about ten m i l e s above F r e d e r i c k s b u r g and are f i g h t i n g 
now. At any r a t e you may look f o r s t i r r i n g news from here i n 
a day or two. 

What a n i c e time I d i d come i n , no movement of any 
k i n d since I l e f t . I had a very n i c e v i s i t and i t does not seem 
as i f I had been gone a week from the Regt. 

There have been f o u r r e s i g n a t i o n s i n or Regt, since 
I was away, the Q-master and three 2nd L i e u t s , one of them from 
Co. "C", L t . M i l o E. Washburn. He had been s i c k w i t h the Rheu
matism a good d e a l and I guess wanted t o see Mrs. Washburn as much 
as anything. We s h a l l probably have our o r d e r l y , Joseph S, L i t t l e , 
i n h i s stead and he w i l l make a good o f f i c e r , 

Capt, Barnes expects to come n o r t h i n about a week and 
w i l l c a l l on h i s way i f p o s s i b l e , I expect t o send the t r u n k 
home tomorrow by L i e u t . Warren of Co, "E", who has a l s o resigned. 

You remember the Mr. Hyde who used to d r i l l the c l a s s i n 
the Bayonet Exercises,he i s now a B r i g a d i e r General & Chief of 
S t a f f w i t h Major Gen'l. Banks, he was i n Washington but I d i d not 
see him. 

W i l l w r i t e as soon as I hear f o r c e r t a i n t h a t there i s t o be 
a movement. The pontoon boats are moving towards the R i v e r which 
means something. Love t o A l l , Aunt Hannah, Abbie, L i b b i e , D e l i g h t 
& the c h i l d r e n , Em & K i l l , C a r r i e S3 Job, Lyd, & Joe ( i s i t a boy) 
and a l l f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , and b e l i e v e me as ever, 

Your A f f , Nephew, 

Waters W, Braman. 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 
Near Fredericksburgh, Va., 
January 19th, 1863 

Cousin L i b b i e ; 

You are undoubtedly w a i t i n g f o r me t o open cor
respondence. On the day a f t e r I wrote t o Uncle Waters I went t o 
see Eph. He was expecting me and was wonderfully pleased w i t h 
the v a l i s e from home and immediately proceeded t o t r y on the 
underclothes & then t r i e d the Brandy. I don't t h i n k any one but 
Jim S e l l i c k & him s e l f got much of i t . He needed the t h i n g s 
very much as they have e i g h t months 8c a h a l f pay due them & i f 
they had money could not get the thi n g s which were sent. The J e l l y 
he put away and s a i d he should keep i t so that i f Jim or h i m s e l f 
should be s i c k they could have i t a t that time. The on l y t h i n g 
he wanted t h a t was not sent was some paper c o l l a r s , but i f he comes 
over here I can l e t him have some so i t w i l l be a l l r i g h t . 

He was l o o k i n g very w e l l and says he has been much b e t t e r 
s i n c e they could get vegetables of t h e i r commissary. I was 
mistaken about t h e i r regiment not being engaged i n the b a t t l e of 
Fredericksburgh, f o r they were and l o s t p r e t t y s e v e r l y , & Capt. 
S e l l i c k d i s t i n g u i s h e d h i m s e l f f o r bravery but d i d not get a s i n g l e 
s c r a t c h h i m s e l f , Capt, Quackenbush of the 2nd was over here l a s t 
evening and s a i d t hat they had orders to move today but I do not 
t h i n k they have done so, but you may expect a move i n t h i s depart
ment every day u n t i l you hear of one. 

The cake was very n i c e and disappeared r a t h e r sud
denly. The trunk I sent to Washington by L i e u t , Warren on F r i d a y 
morning and he was to express i t to Troy. T e l l Uncle Waters t o 
pay the charges & charge the same t o me. There was something i n 
the trunk as I sent my overcoat by Bob Getty from N. Y. The L i e u t , 
who s t a r t e d w i t h me has not yet returned and I should not be sur
p r i s e d i f he was at the convalescent & s t r a g g l e r camp at A l e x a n d r i a 
as they take t h a t way of pun i s h i n g o f f i c e r s who stay over t h e i r 
time. I suppose I might have s t a i d a few days longer but i t would 
have been r a t h e r r i s k e y , although i t would have been a l l r i g h t 
at the Regt., but never mind, i t s j u s t as w e l l as i t i s . 

There i s no signs of Burnside l e a v i n g t h i s army of the 
93rd Hdqrs., I am i n hopes you w i l l soon hear good news from the 
Army of the Potomac. 

Give my Love t o Uncle & Aunt, Em & K i l l , Abbie, 
D e l i g h t & the c h i l d r e n , C a r r i e & Job, Lyd 8c Joe and a l l the Wash
ing t o n Co, f o l k s 8c my respects t o a l l of K i l l ' s f a m i l y and a l l 
f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , and b e l i e v e me as ever. Write soon. 

Your A f f e . Cousin, 
Waters. 

To L i b b i e . 
P, S. 

Ask Uncle Waters t o send me $20. or $25. as the money I got 
d i d not go very f a r i n N, Y. & Washington as I had a good many 
t h i n g s t o get f o r some of the Boys. There i s no hurry about i t , 
anytime i n a f o r t n i g h t or so w i l l answer. W-. 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 
Opposite Fredericksburgh, Va, 
January 23rd, I863 

My dear Cousin L i b b i e ; 

I f Uncle and the r e s t o f you were s u r p r i s e d 
a t my long stay i n New York, I was more s u r p r i s e d on r e c e i v i n g your 
l e t t e r of the 19th, to l e a r n t h a t you thought I intended s t a y i n g 
longer i n N. Y. when I l e f t home than I was w i l l i n g t o acknowledge. 
Now, when I s t a r t e d I intended s t a y i n g i n N. Y. C i t y over one 
n i g h t . I a r r i v e d there on F r i d a y about 5 o'clock PM & a f t e r 
e s c o r t i n g "Miss Newlands" (the young l a d y who Mr. Khowleson placed 
i n my charge) to her school on 23rd S t . near 5th Avenue, I 
s t a r t e d down Broadway, a t the S t . Nicholas met Bob who asked f o r 
K i l l , we then went down t o E a r l e s H o t e l , got supper & then went to 
"Laura Keenes", and from there back t o H o t e l . Next day, "Satur
day" i t r a i n e d l i k e "thunder" a l l day. " B i l l y Oswald" was th e r e , 
we went over t o the "Boat" and then went up to see the new "Iron 
P l a t e d Monitor", the "Roanoke", I t r a i n e d so that we d i d not 
c i r c u l a t e much t i l l evening when we a l l three went to "Bryants 
M i n s t r e l s " . Next day, "Sunday" got up about 11 O.C. AM. 
went to the Boat ( i n s t e a d of to church) and i n the afternoon went 
over t o Brooklyn and c a l l e d upon Bob's S i s t e r . Expected to get 
back to leave that n i g h t & s e t t l e d up a t the H o t e l before going 
over t h e r e , but d i d not get back i n time to leave and went down t o 
Madison S t , & c a l l e d (Bob & Myself) on a young l a d y , I f o r g o t 
t o s t a t e t h a t we had c a l l e d a l s o on Saturday & the young l a d y 
had supposed t h a t I had gone back t o the Army, as Bob & myself 
had both taken an a f f e c t i o n a t e f a r e w e l l , "Bob e s p e c i a l l y " . Next 
morning "Monday" I s a i d I would go t h a t day anyway and was s o r r y 
I had s t a i d so long but there I was. We t r a v e l e d over t o the 
"Boat"and around town u n t i l l about noon when we went across town 

„ a t any r a t e when we got down to the H o t e l & got 
supper i t was time t o s t a r t & I s t a r t e d . Thus endeth the 
"Confessions" of a Soger. 

About the " g e t t i n g married" p a r t , there was never any 
t h i n g f u r t h e r from my mind than t h a t same l i t t l e p i e c e of business 
& r e s t assured t h a t when I am f o o l i s h enough to e n l i s t i n such a 
p r i v a t e e r i n g e n t e r p r i s e as t h a t the f a m i l y t h a t brought me up 80 
made me what I am, w i l l s u r e l y know of i t before Strangers "or 
any other man", and, f o r mercy sake, don't l e t any such " f o o l i s h " 
n o t i o n s cause you any l o s s o f slee p . 

About Rob't, Getty, I don't know as you can see any t h i n g 
i n him, but i f I can I t h i n k I am o l d enough to know i t & i f you 
b e l i e v e a l l h i s humbug s t o r i e s you w i l l probably have a good time. 

About M c C l e l l a n ' s p i c t u r e , I r e a l l y am ashamed, as I 
fo r g o t a l l about i t , and a f t e r you were so k i n d t o me I am very 
s o r r y . But the Capt. i s coming n o r t h soon and I w i l l c e r t a i n l y send 
one of h i s , and one of Burnside too. 

You need not t h i n k you wrote f i r s t , f o r I got the s t a r t 
of you. 

You must have heard of the contemplated move here. There 



was one and I was i n t e n d i n g to w r i t e to Uncle Waters l a s t n i g h t 
a l l about i t but then your l e t t e r came and I thought I would answer 
t h a t & w r i t e a l l the news. 

A l l day on Wednesday the troops and A r t i l l e r y were on the 
move towards the r i v e r , but at n i g h t i t commenced r a i n i n g & blowing 
very hard, so i t was thought i m p r a c t i c a b l e t o put down the pontoons 
i n the storm, and i t has r a i n e d c o n t i n u a l l y , (the troops l y i n g out 
without s h e l t e r i n the c o l d & storm, which was awful) u n t i l l t h i s 
morning, & the mud i s a w f u l , and the move i s abandoned f o r the 
present and Burnside has gone to Washington. I wonder who the 
northern papers w i l l abuse (Burney or the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ) f o r the 
f a i l u r e t h i s time. I wish they had to draw a siege-gun through 
the mud. I t would r e l i e v e t h e i r e x c i t e d imaginations s l i g h t l y . 

Ephs Regiment was out i n a l l the storm. They marched 
r i g h t through our camp on Wednesday afternoon and Eph & Capt, 
S e l l i c k s t a i d t o t e a w i t h me. I t was r a i n i n g very hard when they 
l e f t & Capt. Barnes & myself both urged them to stay a l l n i g h t , 
but they would not as they expected to cross the r i v e r before mor
nin g . T h e i r Paymaster was w i t h them and had p a i d three Companies 
that day & expected to pay the r e s t as soon as they h a l t e d , but the 
storm has been so severe t h a t I doubt whether he pays than u n t i l 
today. You have no i d e a of the s e v e r i t y of the storm. I t w i l l 
make Eph more s i c k than ever of s o l d e r i n g , and he t a l k s shamefully 
now of the Government & every one e l s e . He w i l l s u f f e r f o r i t 
one of these days i f he i s not a l i t t l e more c a r e f u l how he t a l k s . 
The Paymaster i s paying the Regiment up to the 1st of November 
which w i l l give Eph s i x months pay. 

Now t h a t the move i s over the regiments are a l l marching 
back t o encamp and get d r i e d o f f . I expect Eph here today. I 
t h i n k he w i l l leave the Army i f p o s s i b l e r i g h t away. He says so 
at l e a s t . 

We have been very comfortable i n camp notwithstanding the 
storm. We have a stove i n the t e n t and mean t o take the best 
p o s s i b l e care of our own dear s e l v e s . 

Perhaps i t i s j u s t as w e l l t h a t K i l l d i d not come down 
w i t h me as i t would be awful t o be s i c k i n camp during t h i s t e r r i b l e 
storm. T e l l him I w i l l w r i t e him i n a day or two. I don't 
t h i n k there i s any l i k e l i h o o d of our moving from here i n some days, 
but we may before tomorrow f o r aught I know. 

Give my respects to a l l the young l a d i e s who f e e l agrieved 
by my not c a l l i n g , & you can l e t them understand you know 
t h a t I " a i n t married" and am coming home one of these days, t h a t i s , 
i f I can stay j u s t long enough i n any one place t o s u i t a l l hands. 
Give my tenderest regards to A l e x 8c t e l l him I w i l l send one of 
those p i c t u r e s as I have a l a r g e stock on hand. 

Give my love to a l l , Uncle, Aunt, Abbie, Em K i l l , D e l i g h t 
and the c h i l d r e n , C a r r i e , Job and l i t t l e Abbie, Xyd 8c Joe ( I am 
anxious to hear the gender o f the expected chap) 80 a l l o f the other 



f r i e n d s . I hope you d i d not do about t h a t handkerchief that 
Helen R— was going to mark as I d i d about McClellan's p i c t u e . 

With Love &c I remain as ever, 

Waters. 

P.S. 

One of our L i e u t s . who has j u s t returned from s i c k leave a t 
N. X. brought on a l o t of P i c t u r e s of M c C l e l l a n and Burnside & 
others so I was enabled to get one of each from him and have sent 
them by m a i l today. I t h i n k M c C l e l l a n ' s i s a l i t t l e dark f o r him 
but the expression of the face i s s p l e n d i d . Burney's i s f i r s t 
r a t e , o n l y i t looks amost too sad f o r him. Eph has j u s t been here 
& taken dinner. They are going back t o t h e i r o l d Camp & expect 
to be p a i d t o n i g h t . He r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from D e l i g h t l a s t even
i n g . He t e l l s a p r e t t y hard s t o r y of h i s s u f f e r i n g s f o r the 
past 3 days. 

Waters. 

I rec'd the f i r s t three papers, f o r which accept my thanks. 

W-

The f i r s t p a r t of t h i s l e t t e r , "The Confession" i s s t r i c t l y 
c o n f i d e n t i a l , t h a t i s , between you and I & the f a m i l y . Don't 
have t h i s p u b l i s h e d i n the Times. 

W-



Camp of 93rd Regt. N. Y. V o l s . 
Near Potomac Creek, Va. 
January 28th, I863 

Dear Uncle; 

Your long expected l e t t e r has come at l a s t . I don't 
see why i t takes a l e t t e r seven days t o come now when they used to 
he only f o u r days on the way. 

As you p e r c e i v e we have moved Camp and t h a t to the very 
same place a t which Hdqrs., l o c a t e d during my absence (but d i d not 
get moved over here) (and should not, had the l a s t move proved 
s u c c e s s f u l as expected.) but as no m o r t a l can r u l e the elements, the 
movement f a i l e d and here we are f i x e d f o r a t l e a s t s i x weeks, as i t 
has stormed c o n t i n u a l l y s i n c e the move was begun, and as f o r the 
roads there i s no bottom t o them. The mud i s two f e e t deep at 
l e a s t and about as t h i c k and s t i c k y as "putty". And what c o n d i t i o n 
they w i l l be i n a f t e r the snow melts o f f i s more than I can t e l l . 
The storm changed from r a i n to snow about midnight l a s t n i g h t , 
which Is at l e a s t a f o o t i n depth and s t i l l snowing hard at 
nine t h i s evening. I t i s not c o l d but the wind blows very severe 
from the northeast. The Army w i l l not s u f f e r much as they a l l have 
l o g shantys of t h e i r own b u i l d i n g , and every camp looks l i k e a 
young v i l l a g e . 

I have not seen Eph since the day I wrote t o L i b b i e . 
They were expecting to be p a i d o f f t h a t day. I should not be s u r p r i s e d 
i f he can get out of the Army i f he went down to Portsmouth where 
E l i j a h Wm. i s , t o t r y h i s l u c k there as he reads me some l e t t e r s 
from E l i j a h t e l l i n g him t o come and thought he could do w e l l i f 
he had even a s m a l l amount of cash on hand. Eph has s u f f e r e d a 
good d e a l & f r e t t e d a good d e a l more and t a l k s scandalous now, but 
I hope he may be s u c c e s s f u l i n g e t t i n g out of a business he l i k e s 
so l i t t l e , and a l s o i n whatever new business he may embark i n 
a f t e r he gets out. He appears t o t h i n k the world of h i s f a m i l y , 
and I know he longs f o r the day when he can again s i t down i n a 
home of h i s own. 

Capt, Barnes l e f t Camp f o r home on Sunday morning. 
He went on " R e c r u i t i n g S e r v i c e " and I do not expect him back under 
two months or more. I do not t h i n k he w i l l give you a c a l l on h i s 
way up but he w i l l probably be down to Albany once or twice and 
promised to give you a c a l l . I am much o b l i g e d f o r the c o r d i a l 
i n v i t a t i o n to him as a f r i e n d of mine. I am sure you w i l l l i k e 
him. He i s r i g h t s t r a i g h t up & down. 

I t h i n k "Bob""fibbed" s e v e r a l times on the number of 
c a l l s made i n New York, s t i l l I don't t h i n k my r e p u t a t i o n much 
damaged even w i t h the young l a d i e s . You may give my tenderest 
regards t o them a l l , o n l y don't t e l l them I am married, but I see 
you don't mention t h a t i n your l e t t e r . 

Give my Love to Aunt Hannah and the g i r l s & D e l i g h t 
and c h i l d r e n , a l s o Em & K i l l ( I w i l l w r i t e to them i n a day or so) 
C a r r i e 8s Job, Lyd & Joe, Aunt Hat and a l l the Washington Co., 
f o l k s 8s f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , the Domine Mr. Kerr S e c . & b e l i e v e 



me as ever, 

A f f e c t . Your Unmarried Nephew, 

Waters W. Braman, 

PS. 
We s h a l l get our pay again w i t h i n a f o r t n i g h t . 

W,-

I am i n r e c e i p t of s i x "papers" which I have f a i l e d t o ack
nowledge, hut do so now w i t h many thanks. L i e u t . Moore a l s o 
accompanied Capt. Barnes North and you w i l l probably see him, he 
has been very s t r a i g h t l a - — 

Waters. 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. Volunteers 
Near Falmouth, Va., Jany. 31st, 1863 

Dear Uncle; 

Have j u s t r e c e i v e d your l e t t e r of the 27th, a l s o one 
from L i b b i e of same date. I a l s o r e c e i v e d one from her l a s t 
n i g h t , so she i s ahead of me j u s t now. The money was a l l r i g h t . 
I was not i n a great hurry f o r i t as I s t i l l have money 8c as u s u a l 
had money t o lend since I wrote f o r i t . You need not f e a r of my 
s u f f e r i n g as long as I have such good f r i e n d s t o w r i t e t o . Perhaps 
from what I wrote, you t h i n k I spent a l l my money i n N. Y., but 
such was not the case, but on the c o n t r a r y on o f f e r i n g t o pay my 
b i l l a t the H o t e l , I found i t p a i d , as Bob s a i d I had been v i s i t i n g 
him. 

Snow mixed w i t h mud has c o n s i d e r a b l y changed the face of 
the e a r t h , and the "fortunes of war" mixed the "Powers that Be" 
(three p a r t s of the l a t t e r t o one of the former) have changed Com
manders f o r the Army of the Potomac. But the I r r e p r e s s i b l e 93r& 
s t i l l remains a monument of Martyrdom to the cause (& t h e i r own 
i n t e r e s t s ) • There i s no prospect of a change i n our p o s i t i o n , 
although there have been some important changes w i t h i n the S o c i a l 
L i m i t s of the Regt. About a dozen of the former whiskey d r i n k e r s 
have dug up the hatchet and declared open war against t h e i r o l d 
f r i e n d the b o t t l e . I am gl a d of i t too. 

I wrote you from the other Camp to which we had moved 
but the s e v e r i t y of the storm preventd Hdqrs. from moving and so 
we are back i n our o l d camp, from which I came North. 

I f o r g o t t o w r i t e you of the changes i n Commanders &c., 
but you doubtless are b e t t e r informed i n regard to the manner o f 
Genl. Burnsides l e a v i n g , together w i t h the removal of Genl. Sumner 
& F r a n k l i n & the causes f o r the same, through the papers, than we 
are here. General Hooker has been i n Washington ever since h i s 
being appointed to the command. 

I have j u s t w r i t t e n t o Abbie & C a r r i e and w i l l w r i t e t o 
L y d i a i n a few days. Poor g i r l , she has had a hard time indeed. 

Have not seen Eph since w r i t i n g you l a s t , but he must 
be a l l r i g h t . There w i l l c e r t a i n l y be no move i n t h i s Army, and 
i f h i s r e s i g n a t i o n was sent i n now I t h i n k i t would stand a f a i r 
chance o f g e t t i n g through a l l r i g h t . 

Our Paymaster was here l a s t week and s a i d t h a t he was 
going back but would soon be out and pay us to Jany. 1st. He would 
have done so then had h i s money h e l d out, and, as he was paying 
regiments t h a t had f i v e or s i x months pay due them, i t would be 
h a r d l y f a i r to ask him t o pay us before he has f i n i s h e d w i t h them. 



W i l l you be k i n d enough t o get Mr. Bonticon t o make 
a p a i r of Boots of the same k i n d o f l e a t h e r as mine but -with short 
l e g s , double uppers & s o l e s t o cost not over $6, or $7. & by the 
same measure as mine. They are not f o r me but mine j u s t f i t . 
And w i l l you send them by express as a l l Boxes or packages come 
through d i r e c t . Some have come quicker than the l e t t e r s . Please 
pay him and w r i t e me the amount. I f the G i r l s are a mind t o they 
can send some cake or p i c k l e s , anything i n t h a t ' l i n e t h a t can be 
eaten, but no c l o t h e s or anything t h a t would r e q u i r e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

About t h a t pass, I am a l i t t l e d o u b t f u l about g e t t i n g i t 
u n t i l l we get a t r i f l e acquainted w i t h the new o f f i c e r s , as the 
per s o n a l s t a f f of Genl, Burnside accompanied him and I have had no 
chance to t r y the new A d j t , Genl, but I am c e r t a i n t h a t i f you 
come t o Washington w i t h the l e t t e r s you spoke of you & K i l l c ould 
both get passes t o the Army. In about three weeks would be a good 
time. I am a l l alone and so could accomodate you both i n 
sp l e n d i d (Army) s t y l e . I w i l l t r y and get the pass & keep you 
advised of our exact whereabouts. I t h i n k we s h a l l be near the 
R a i l Road. 

With Love t o A l l , 
In haste, 

Waters. 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. Volunteers 
Near Falmouth, V i r g i n i a 
January 31st, I863 

Dear Cousins Abbie & C a r r i e ; 

From l e t t e r s from home I learned t h a t Aunt Hannah & 
y o u r s e l f were going up to Union V i l l a g e so I thought a l e t t e r from 
me might be w e l l r e c e i v e d . 

We have had about a week of continued storm e i t h e r of 
r a i n or snow & i t i s now as warm as summer, but the Army has suf
f e r e d but very l i t t l e comparatively speaking, as they were a l l 
back i n the same quarters they occupied before the l a s t move. The 
Army of the Potomac are more t r o u b l e d i n mind to know what i s to 
be done, or who i s t o command them next. You doubtless know of 
Burnside's r e s i g n a t i o n and the p l a c i n g of Hooker i n command. Al s o 
the removal of Gen'l. Sumner & F r a n k l i n & are probably b e t t e r i n 
formed through the papers of the causes of a l l the changes than 
we are here. 

The mud i s a w f u l . This Army cannot p o s s i b l y move under 
s i x weeks. The Undaunted 93rd s t i l l remains at Hdqrs. notwithstand
i n g the many changes & the p r o b a b i l i t y i s they w i l l continue t o 
perform the dangerous duty of guarding the slumbers of the 
Nepoleons of the present day. I t i s the o p i n i o n i n the Army t h a t 
the next persom t o assume t h a t character & the command of t h i s Army 
w i l l be the P a t h f i n d e r & Jesse of course. 

I am g l a d to l e a r n of the s u c c e s s f u l t e r m i n a t i o n of Lyds 
& Joes l a s t campaign and t h a t r e c r u i t s continue t o a r r i v e . I am 
s o r r y the supply o f r a t i o n s i s not forthcoming. Something must be 
wrong w i t h the base of s u p p l i e s . Give my love t o Lyd & t e l l her 
I w i l l w r i t e t o her i n a day or two. I t h i n k I w i l l advise them 
to "Ask to be r e l i e v e d from a c t i v e duty". I t h i n k they 
are e n t i t l e d to t h a t f o r t h e i r d i s t i n g u i s h e d s e r v i c e s . 

I hope, C a r r i e , you w i l l t h i n k t h i s worthy of an answer. 
Oh, I f o r g o t , I b e l i e v e you decided at our debate on the subject 
t h a t you, no l e t s see, who was i t wrote l a s t . 

Give my l o v e to Aunt Hat & Jobs F o l k s and a l l the f r i e n d s 
My regards to a l l the young l a d i e s . T e l l Miss Andrews & a l l the 
r e s t t h a t I r e g r e t very much t h a t my time was so l i m i t e d (& my 
s e r v i c e s here so much i n r e q u i s i t i o n ) t h a t I d i d not have the p l e a s 
ure of c a l l i n g t o pay my r e s p e c t s i n person. Writ e soon a l l of 
you and keep w r i t i n g . Conshious I almost f o r g o t the baby, then my 
f a t e would have been sealed f o r c e r t a i n . K i s s her (the baby) a 
dozen times. She w i l l be almost a young l a d y when I next v i s i t the 
romantic v i l l a g e , s i t u a t e d on the l i n e of f a s t S a i l i n g I r o n Shods. 
Almost broke my neck on the e v e n t f u l morning on which i t was my 
—. fortune t o t r a v e l by t h a t c e l e b r a t e d r o u t e . I had r a t h e r 
r i d e over t h a t road once than Two hundred & t w i c e . 

My respects t o Job. I wish he had been i n N. Y. w i t h 
Bob G. & myself. 

With Love, 
Your A f f e c , Cousin, 

To Cousins C a r r i e & Abbie, 138 



Dear Cousin L i b b i e ; 

Whether or not I was ahead of you, or you of me, 
you c e r t a i n l y got a l i t t l e the s t a r t of me i n w r i t i n g two days i n 
succession. I do not see the reason t h a t l e t t e r d i d not a r r i v e 
i n due time but perhaps i t was detained i n Washington as we have 
heard here t h a t they have been i n t e r c e p t i n g the Army correspondence 
i n search of treasonable matter, I don't t h i n k they would open 
a l e t t e r d i r e c t e d to a Miss as they would t h i n k i t a love l e t t e r 
sure. I am g l a d Wesley wore my Zouave Uniform to the fancy dress 
p a r t y , f o r then the t r o u s e r s must have got mended I n the — — 
where the moths eat them. 

I was unfortunate enough while on guard the 
other n i g h t to l o s e one of the p r i s o n e r s , and, although by no f a u l t 
of mine, as O f f i c e r of the Guard, I was h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e , and got 
put i n a r r e s t by Major H a l l e r the Commandant of the Post to pay 
f o r i t . I don't apprehend anything serious from i t however. The 
p r i s o n e r was a s t r a g g l e r p i c k e d up by the Provost Guard, and has 
since been caught and sent t o h i s regiment. Major H a l l e r i s going 
home tomorrow on leave of absence and C o l , Crocker i s t o be Com-
mandent of the Post u n t i l l h i s r e t u r n . I wish he could be f o r 
good. A l l of our R e c r u i t i n g P a r t y i s ordered t o r e t u r n , 
i n c l u d i n g Capt. Barnes & L t . Moore. There i s some t r o u b l e between 
the State of N. Y. & the General Government, I f you know any 
t h i n g about i t , w r i t e or send me the papers w i t h i t i n , as we 
know nothing about i t down here. I t i s s a i d the Gov. 
Seymour w i l l not a l l o w any more r e c r u i t i n g i n the State u n t i l l 
the P r e s i d e n ' t s proclamation i s revoked. He w i l l f i n d t h a t the 
Army w i l l stand by the P r e s i d e n t as long as he represents the 
Government, of the U. S. 

They are Court M a r t i a l l i n g o f f i c e r s here f o r 
u s i n g treasonable language so i t i s reported. 

We have had very n i c e weather & the mud i s e i t h e r f r o 
or d r i e d up, so t h a t i t w i l l soon be p o s s i b l e to move A r t i l l e r y 
and i f t h i s weather continues, I should not be s u r p r i s e d i f we made 
a move of some k i n d . We s h a l l never know (now Genl. Hooker i s 
i n command) when we are going to move u n t i l l we get s t a r t e d . 

Have not seen Eph since w r i t i n g t o Uncle W , nor he; 
from him. I have r e c e i v e d " f i f t e e n " papers i n a l l , f o r which I 
am very much o b l i g e d to you. There are some p i c t u r e s of Hooker 
l i k e the ones I sent you, coming from N, Y., and i f I can get one 
w i l l send i t . Then you w i l l have a l l the Commanders of t h i s Army, 
We have got some of C o l . Crocker a l s o & I w i l l send you some of h i s , 
and perhaps I w i l l send you a book to remember Fredericksburgh by. 
I t h i n k J e f f Davis does not need any t h i n g of the k i n d to make him 
bear i t i n mind. Would not i t be best to send i t to Aunt Hannah 
to prevent you & Em q u a r r e l l i n g about i t , l i k e who should k i s s 
me l a s t when I came away. 



You need not t h i n k I am very mad about the f i r s t l e t t e r 
you wrote, f o r I am not so but t h a t I w i l l recover, (when the Honey
moon i s o v e r ) . I don't see why Bob does not send my coat. I w i l l 
w r i t e to him about i t . I had a l e t t e r yesterday from my b r o t h e r 
Wm. He i s i n the Methodist Church H o s p i t a l at A l e x a n d r i a . He i s 
much b e t t e r and i s now d e t a i l e d as a nurse, but wants to get away, 
i f p o s s i b l e , but i s a f r a i d he w i l l get sent to the Convalescent Camp 
again. I never saw any one t h a t had ever been t h e r e , who wanted 
to t r y i t again. 

I must c l o s e as the postmaster i s w a i t i n g i n my 
t e n t . With Love t o A l l , Uncle, Aunt, Abbie, Em, K i l l , D e l i g h t , 
c h i l d r e n , and don't rob y o u r s e l f but b e l i e v e me as ever, 

In haste 

Your A f f . Cousin 

Waters. 

To LIbbie 



Dear Uncle; 

I l a s t n i g h t r e c e i v e d yours of the 5th i n s t . and a l s o 
one from Em, c o n t a i n i n g the handkerchief. 

There i s no news s t i r r i n g here not even a rumour. We 
seem to have s e t t l e d down i n t o the mud and are apparently w a i t i n g 
f o r something t o t u r n up. The sending of troops t o F o r t r e s s 
Monroe or somewhere e l s e s t i l l continues. 

Major H a l l e r , the Commandant of the Post, placed me i n 
a r r e s t because a p r i s o n e r escaped from the guard house when I was 
on duty and has since got a f u r l o u g h home, l e a v i n g me i n durence 
v i l e . He w i l l probably r e t u r n i n about a week, and I suppose I 
am booked f o r t h a t p e r i o d a t l e a s t . I do not apprehend anything 
s e r i o u s (as i t was by no f a u l t of mine t h a t he escaped) unless the 
Provost M a r s h a l l should order me before a c o u r t . I t might be the 
best t h i n g f o r me, but they take queer turns sometimes. S t i l l 
I t h i n k i t w i l l be a l l r i g h t , I have sent today a book to L i b b i e 
which came or r a t h e r was brought from the C i t y of Fredericksburgh, 
the day of the b a t t l e . I t i s not much of a book aside from i t s 
being a memento of the b a t t l e at t h a t p l a c e . I send i t to her 
as she has always seemed so w i l l i n g to do anything t o be of s e r v i c e 
to me since my being i n the s e r v i c e , and so have a l l of you and 1 
am very t h a n k f u l t o you a l l , 

I am s o r r y I d i d not l e t you send two p a i r s of boots, 
not t o speculate on, however, but the boys need them very much now 
and w i l l f o r the next s i x weeks. I would not p a r t w i t h mine f o r 
any p r i c e . I r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from Uncle Dan Braman a day or 
two ago. I t was a very good one indeed and I s h a l l answer i t soon. 

We are going to have Genl. Seth W i l l i a m s f o r Adjutant 
Genl. of the Army of the Potomac. He i s the same one t h a t was 
always w i t h M c C l e l l a n . He i s a very n i c e man, and always d i d 
ever y t h i n g t h a t was reasonable f o r the 93rd, As soon as he gets 
here, & I get out of Limbo I am sure I can get a pass f o r you & 
K i l l t o come down and I know you could get one now i n Washington. 
Enclosed I send the address of the person t o whom you would have 
to apply f o r a pass should you get ready t o come down before I 
can procure one. There are a great many c i t i z e n s here now, but 
i t i s mighty bad g e t t i n g around. We are a t the same Camp as a t 
the time of my coming home, about two m i l e s from the Falmouth 
S t a t i o n and any time you t h i n k of coming l e t me know, f o r I am 
c e r t a i n you could get the papers i n Washington and now would prob
a b l y be the best time f o r no one knows where Jo Hooker w i l l take us 



t o when the mud does dry up. We can not move i n a month c e r t a i n . 

I have been going to w r i t e t o K i l l & Em So a l s o to 
Aunt Hannah but have f a i l e d so f a r , but hope soon to do so. 
I s h a l l c e r t a i n l y answer Em's tomorrow but i f there i s no more 
news than there i s j u s t at the present I f e a r i t w i l l be a dry 
l e t t e r . 

Give my love to a l l , Aunt Hannah &c,, & a l l . 
Have not heard a word from Eph, 

In haste but b e l i e v e me as ever Your A f f , Nephew, 

Waters 

(Just i n time f o r the mail) 
( I a l s o r e c ' d . 3 papers l a s t n i g h t ) 

I wish you would send $1. worth of stamps as I have used the 
l a s t , on the book, t h a t I had. I guess I can r a i s e enough t o 
w r i t e you however. 



My Dear Em; 

The l e t t e r and handkerchief came to hand n i g h t before 
l a s t , f o r which I am very much o b l i g e d to you f o r sending and t o 
Helen f o r working. I t h i n k i t i s s p l e n d i d l y worked. A l l who 
have seen i t t h i n k i t very neat, and i f others do, I ought on 
account of the handkerchief i t s e l f t h i n k something of i t . The 
papers, one of which contained the f l i r t a t i o n of K i l l & Wally 
W i l l a r d a l s o came. 

There i s no doubt now but we are s e t t l e d down f o r some 
time t o come. We have got our A t e n t s from Washington, so the 
men are very comfortable, notwithstanding we have had so much storm. 
I b e l i e v e i t w i l l average every other day, since my r e t u r n , e i t h e r 
r a i n or snow, - r a i n i n g now l i k e B l a z e s . 

There are a great many c i t i z e n s down v i s i t i n g the Army 
and I wish i f Uncle & K i l l i n t e n d coming they would t r y i t now. 
The 93rd has no cause t o complain f o r they are g e t t i n g "Soft Bread" 
& Potatoes every day and today our Q, M. i s s u e d a b a r r e l of apples 
to each company. 

I d i d not get sent t o the Convalescent Camp as Gurdie 
Moore says nor d i d I get a r r e s t e d . On the other hand I spent the 
day and n i g h t i n Washington, w i t h the very one who would have done 
i t , i f i t were done at a l l , and had a pass t h a t I could have s t a i d 
i n the C i t y a week on. The o f f i c e r who s t a r t e d home w i t h me d i d , 
however, get sent t h e r e , and a l s o another who had been gone a 
month, but they were both a week behind t h e i r time. I f I had got 
there I should have w r i t t e n home about i t . But I wrote home from 
the Regiment too soon a f t e r l e a v i n g N. Y. to have p a i d Camp Louse 
a v i s i t . We have an o f f i c e r t h e r e . Capt, C o l v i n , who has been 
there n e a r l y s i x months. He i s second i n command and any of our 
o f f i c e r s who get sent t h e r e can always get away through him. 

I have been going to w r i t e t o K i l l ever since I took the 
v a l i s e over t o Eph, but have f a i l e d . The brandy was (not) drank 
of course ( n o t ) . The o n l y f a u l t Enh found was so much c l o t h e s and 
so l i t t l e brandy. He was very much pleased however. 

I have been pzretty busy f o r the past few days, making 
out r e p o r t s f o r the Regt', f o r the year 1862. 

There i s no news a f l o a t . We have the same d a i l y r o u t i n e 
which i s t o v i s i t around camp, when the weather w i l l permit us 
to leave our t e n t s . I wish t o the Lord we were i n a f i g h t i n g b r i 
gade and going o f f w i t h the 9th Army Corps t o F o r t r e s s Monroe, but 
a young L i e u t , i n t h e 79 N. Y. Hilanders who comes over t o see me 
o c c a s i o n a l l y , says he would l i k e t o trade as he has seen f i g h t i n g 
enough t o s u i t h i a . I t h i n k they have been i n s i x t e e n or more 
engagements. He was promoted from the ranks and i s now 1st L i e u t . 
He i s a Scotchman and I l i k e t o hear him t a l k . H i s br o t h e r i s one 
of the boys who e n l i s t e d w i t h me, and so he 
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Comes p r e t t y o f t e n t o see him. I don't know as you care t o hear 
about him but there i s no news. I t h i n k I w i l l b r i n g him home 
f o r L i b . I must p i c k out a thundering n i c e one f o r Helen. Don't 
f o r g e t t o thank her f o r me. Think I could s u i t your r e b e l l i o u s 
neighbors, a f t e r the next f i g h t from the guard house. I wish 
somebody had the S t r a g l e r who got away the n i g h t I was on guard 
before he got me i n t o a scrape. Never mind I have easy times 
now, no guard duty t o do these a w f u l n i g h t s . Think I would be 
b e t t e r s u i t e d however on guard. Don't fancy t h i s masterly 
i n a c t i v i t y much. I a i n t a p r e t t y good f r i e n d of Major H a l l e r ' s 
j u s t now e i t h e r , 1 w i l l balance the books w i t h him one of these days. 

C o l . Crocker i s coming home on a short leave of absence next 
week and I expect Capt, Barnes and our second L i e u t every day. 
There has been a grand i n s p e c t i o n of every regiment i n t h i s army 
w i t h a view to c o n s o l i d a t i o n of the o l d regiments. Won't there 
be a s l e i g h t n o i s e . I t w i l l not a f f e c t the 93^d or any r e g t . 
w i t h 500 men or over. 

Give my love to Uncle, Aunt, L i b , Abbie, D e l i g h t , and 
c h i l d r e n and a l l the Greenwich f o l k s when you see them or 
w r i t e . Remember me to a l l of K i l l s f o l k s and a l l f r i e n d s of the 
f a m i l y . Write soon both K i l l & you and b e l i e v e me as ever 

Your A f f Cousin, 

Waters 

To Em 

Ikk 



^ a m p 0 1 y^ra w . x. v o i s , 
Wear Falmouth, Va., 
Fehy. 15th, 1863 

That I intended t o w r i t e to you ere t h i s i s p r e t t y 
c e r t a i n , but t h a t I have not, I am more c e r t a i n , which I t r u s t you 
w i l l excuse. 

You had b e t t e r b e l i e v e Eph disposed of t h a t brandy. 
I t would have done you good to look a t him, and I know i t d i d him 
a "power of good". He fastened the door of the te n t and immediate
l y opened the f i g h t by opening the B o t t l e . The enemy was w e l l 
entrenched b u t . a l l to no purpose, being attacked on one side by 
Eph & the other by Jim. I wish the Rebs were as e f f e c t i v e l y 
cleaned out as the Brandy. The foe though f a l l e n (down t h e i r 
t h r o a t s ) k i c k e d l i k e b l a z e s and when I l e f t , Jim d i d not know en
ough to shake hands w i t h me and Eph was blackguarding him about i t . 
I suppose he wrote you a l l about i t . He s a i d he would. 

I have seen him twice since then, but not i n the l a s t 
f o r t n i g h t at a l l . I f he was as sound on the war question as he 
was on the brandy, he would be a l l r i g h t . There dont anyone get 
much the best of him i n the l O ^ t h . He cant see the d r i l l s &c, a t 
a l l . 

But of myself here I am i n Camp and cant go out of i t even 
HdQrs,, f o r Old H a l l e r put me i n a r r e s t because a s t r a g l e r escaped 
from the Guard House, & then got a f u r l o u g h home, and so here I am, 
no duty t o do or anything to t r o u b l e me. And I a i n t l i k e l y to get 
out of the l o c k up u n t i l l the o l d sinner comes back, bad l u c k t o 
him. I f I had on l y put the Sergeant of the Guard and two or three 
s e n t i n e l s i n a r r e s t f o r l e t t i n g the p r i s o n e r escape, I would have 
escaped a l l blame, but they would have l a i d i n the guard house 
perhaps f o r two or more months, 

I r e g r e t very much to hear of your i l l h e a l t h , and t r u s t 
soon t o hear of you as on your taps again. Enclosed I send you 
a bona-fide secesh document. I t i s an honorable discharge to a 
s o l d i e r i n the Confederate Army and contains the signature of the 
cele b r a t e d Genl. Magruder of the Rebel Army, the one who was 
opposed t o M c C l e l l a n a t Yorktown. He i s the one who ordered those 
t e r r i b l e torpedoes to be b u r i e d i n the ground, by which so many of 
our boys were blown t o p i e c e s on the march a f t e r the R e t r e a t i n g 
Rebs. He i s by f a r the most inhuman Genl, i n t h e i r s e r v i c e . 

I hear o c c a s i o n a l l y from Bob Getty. What a Bob I 

I dont know what i s to be d i d here. The 9th Army Corps 
which l e f t here w i t h i n a week have a l l landed a t New Port News, 
and some t h i n k are to form the nucleus f o r a e x p e d i t i o n somewheres. 
I dont t h i n k the mass of t h i s army w i l l move very soon. I would 
not be s u r p r i s e d , however, i f we had some c a v a l r y e x p e d i t i o n s from 
here soon. 

I t i s r a i n i n g today as u s u a l . I have not been able yet 
to get t h a t pass, but am c e r t a i n t h a t Uncle Waters & you could get 
one i n Washington at t h i s time. Give my love to a l l the f o l k s over 
home, and to a l l o f your f o l k s and the f r i e n d s g e n e r a l l y . The 
secesh paper I had when on the P e n i n s u l a . I t was w i t h some l e t t e r s 
we l e f t i n Washington when we were ordered t o leave our baggage. 

Write soon and b e l i e v e me as ever, 
Waters. 
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Dear Cousin L i b b i e ; 

Your l a s t was h a p p i l y r e c e i v e d l a s t evening. The Capt, 
and L i e u t . L i t t l e returned n i g h t before l a s t . D id not expect them 
to r e t u r n so soon when they went away. They d i d not have time t o 
stop i n Troy when they were on t h e i r way up because they were i n a 
hurry t o get home, and on t h e i r r e t u r n they were j u s t as bad o f f , 
as t h e i r orders were to report i n f o r t y e i g h t hours t o t h e i r Regt. 

Have j u s t r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from Abbie, which I s h a l l 
answer a t Troy. I wrote t o K i l l today & sent him a secesh " s o l d i e r 
discharge". I t i s one I had on the Pe n i n s u l a and i t j u s t came to 
l i g h t i n a box of the Capt from Washington w i t h some of my o l d 
l e t t e r s . Those p i c t u r e s of the Regiment have j u s t made t h e i r 
appearance a t HdQrs. f o r the f i r s t time. I f I can get some of 
Genl. Hookers (they are expected every day) w i l l send you some of 
each and a l l of them a l s o some of C o l . Crockers. I sent you a few 
days ago a book th a t was brought over from Fredericksburgh on the 
day of the B a t t l e . The House where Burnside, Sumner & Hooker had 
t h e i r HdQrs. a t the time of the b a t t l e , was burned e n t i r e l y , yes
terday. I t was known as the P h i l i p ' s house and was by f a r the 
f i n e s t house I have seen i n V i r g i n i a , The f i r e o r i g i n a t e d by 
ac c i d e n t . The owner i s absent i n the r e b e l s e r v i c e and there was 
none of the f a m i l y but the o l d l a d y h e r s e l f at home and a few o l d 
negroes. 

We s t i l l enjoy our every days r a i n and the consequent mud. 
As you say, Hooker i s r e o r g a n i z i n g the Army of the Potomac, and I 
guess t h a t i s why a l l r e c r u i t i n g o f f i c e r s were ordered to r e j o i n 
t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e regiments. They are o r g a n i z i n g t r a i n s of Pack 
Mules f o r the Cava l r y and I expect t h a t when the arrangements are 
complete we s h a l l hear of some b o l d dashes by our c a v a l r y . 

We have a young lady (secesh of course) who was i n the 
C i t y o f Fredericksburgh at the time of the Bombardment. She w i t h 
her mother are stopping a t a house i n our Camp. She i s r a t h e r 
p r e t t y and p r e t t y smart too. (You need not t h i n k I am going t o get 
married a g a i n ) . I wish you would go up to Schoonmakers and get 
him t o p r i n t about a dozen more of those Photographs f o r me, of 
those where I was standing by the c h a i r . He must haire the p l a t e 
y e t . I have f o r g o t t e n i t every time I have w r i t t e n . Get the 
money from Uncle Waters. You may keep f o u r or f i v e of them your
s e l f as I o n l y want a few that I promised here i n the Regt. Give 
one t o Doct Khowlson, i f you get them. 

With love t o a l l and many thanks t o you a l l f o r f i x i n g 
the box, which by the way, has not yet a r r i v e d . I remain as ever, 

Your A f f . Cousin, 
Waters 

Our Pay Master has not come along y e t , but we are expecting him 
every day, W * — 
This i s not as lon g as yours but news i s scarce & I s h a l l have t o 
acknowledge the box and t h a t w i l l make i t a l l r i g h t . 

With much l o v e , 
146 Waters. 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 
Near Falmouth, Va. 
Feby 18th, 1863 

Enclosed I send you 10 of C o l . Crocker's p i c t u r e s and one of 
Hooker's, Banks, B u t l e r , H a l l o c k , B u t t e r f i e l d , P h i l Kearney, Rosecrans 
& a group of our Genls. of l 8 6 l . You may give Em besides the Regt. 
p i c t u r e B u t t e r f i e l d s , Kearneys and the group. I reed your l e t t e r 
c o n t i n g the stamps f o r sending which I am o b l i g e d , w i l l answer to~„ 
morrow or next day. The Frank L e s l i e ' s has j u s t come a l s o 3 "Troy 
d a i l y times" - f o r which accept my thanks, I had a l e t t e r from 
Eph l a s t n i g h t he i s w e l l . I am s o r r y t o hear t h a t Uncle W- d i d 
not f e e l w e l l & hope he i s a l l r i g h t . Love to a l l . The box has 
not,yet a r r i v e d . 

In haste, 

Waters. 
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Dear Aunt 

Today puts me the most i n mind of home of any since my r e t u r n . 
We have a r e g u l a r New York State snow storm which w i l l be p r e t t y s e v e r e l l y 
f e l t i n the Army as they have shoes only. About every other day we have 
as f i n e weather as you do i n June, but the next day we pay f o r i t w i t h 
i n t e r e s t . We have a l s o had a " N a t i o n a l S a l u t e " i n honor of the Anniversary 
of "Washington's B i r t h Day". There was no response from the other side of 
the Rappahannock. I don't t h i n k they would venture out i n t h i s s t o r n 
to c e l e b r a t e the b i r t h day of "King J e f f " h i m s e l f , they are there however 
i f they dont f e e l t h e i r Union p r e t t y s trong. The box has not yet gladdened 
my eyes, but one Q. M. went to Washington yesterday and i s t o b r i n g a l l 
"Express" f o r the regiment, and w i l l r e t u r n tomorrow so I expect i t then. I 
r e c e i v e the Troy papers r e g u l a r l y and i n f a c t those by m a i l are the only 
ones the Army of the Potomac r e c e i v e now, as there are none allowed f u r t h e r 
south than Washington. This i s by request of Genl. Hooker who says i t i s 
impossible t o prevent the p i c k e t s from t r a d i n g papers and so the Rebs get 
a l l the news of the sympathy of Northern t r a i t o r s ( I t h i n k them worse than 
the southern ones) and a l l other news as quick as we do here. 

A few days ago I sent L i b b i e a R o l l of p i c t u r e s which I hope she 
has ere t h i s r e c e i v e d , they can be r e l i e d on as good l i k e n e s s e s of the 
persons they represent. 

Gurdie Moore has resigned and s t a r t s f o r home to-morrow, he i s 
not w e l l h i m s e l f , and h i s mother i s very f e e b l e and I guess they t r i e d 
p r e t t y hard t o persuade him t o , when he was a t home. He was one of the 
best o f f i c e r s we had. That makes f i v e o f f i c e r s who have resigned i n the 
93 rd since my r e t u r n , a l l on a "Surgeons C e r t i f i c a t e of D i s a b i l i t y " , and 
i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y there w i l l two or three more f o l l o w i n t h e i r t r a c k s . 

I am owing Abbie a l e t t e r , t e l l her I have not f o r g o t t e n i t . We 
dont have any church here nor have we had since M c C l e l l a n l e f t . I had a 
l e t t e r from Eph a few days ago. They are i n the same camp as when I 
v i s i t e d him, they have easy times now. A l l the regiments have e a s i e r 
times now than we do as our duty i s the same or a l i t t l e heavyer than i n 
summer, s t i l l i t i s a l a z y l i f e i n w i n t e r to make the best of i t . 

I was s o r r y t o hear i n L i b b i e ' s l a s t t h a t Uncle Waters was not 
f e e l i n g w e l l and I t r u s t t h a t i n t h i s he i s f e e l i n g w e l l again, and t h a t both 
you and he may both enjoy many years t o come of h e a l t h and happiness. Give 
my love to Uncle Waters, Abbie, L i b b i e , Em, K i l l , D e l i g h t , the c h i l d r e n & 
a l l the f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y . A l so to C a r r i e , Job, Lyd & Joe & Aunt Hat 
and a l l the Greenwich f o l k . When you w r i t e remember me to Wesley and a l l . 
And b e l i e v e me as ever. 

Your a f f . Nephew, 

Waters 

To Aunt Hannah 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. Hdqrs. Guard 
Army of Potomac Feby 28/63 

Dear Abbie 

Yours from Greenwich was g l a d l y r e c eived, and although the answering 
of i t i s somewhat delayed, yet I had not f o r g o t t e n i t . There i s so l i t t l e 
news here, t h a t w r i t i n g o n ly amounts t o l e t t i n g you know of our whereabouts 
and my continued good h e a l t h e t c . 

Today we were mustered f o r pay f o r the past two months, so i t w i l l 
probably be about three weeks before the r o l l s can be sent i n and examined 
(by the department). And then we s h a l l probably get our pay f o r the past 
f o u r months. We expected to be p a i d two months pay every week since my 
r e t u r n , but we s h a l l get the whole f o u r months to-gether. There are various 
rumors i n regard to the 93rd and as t o whether or no they w i l l remain at 
Hdqrs, I do not b e l i e v e them myself, although I f o r one am t i r e d of being a 
dog f o r Hdqrs & s i n c e r e l y hope we s h a l l be brigaded soon. S o l d i e r i n g i n the 
w i n t e r i s poor business a t b e s t , but between "Guard duty" & "Fatigue duty" -
such as chopping wood, and p o l i c i n g the camp every day, the men have a p r e t t y 
hard time. And the o f f i c e r s c o m p a r i t i v e l y "nothing to do". 

You must have had a good v i s i t up to Greenwich you made such a 
l o n g s t a y . I guess they used you p r e t t y w e l l up t h e r e . 

I have not y e t r e c e i v e d the box, but expect i t up t o n i g h t from 
"Acquia Creek". At the time I wrote f o r i t , a l l Express came t o Hdqrs, but 
t h a t i s changed now and a l l Express has t o be brought up by the Quarter 
Masters. Ours has gone down today. 

I reed l a s t evening a l e t t e r from Uncle a l s o one from L i b b i e & 
three papers the n i g h t before. We get no New York papers a t a l l i n the 
Army, and o n l y o c c a s i o n a l l y the Washington C h r o n i c l e (Government papers) and 
I t h i n k i t o n l y r i g h t & proper, as the "Herald" "World" and such papers only 
have a tendency t o create d i s s a t i s f a c r i o n i n the Army. There i s no d i s l o y a l 
t a l k allowed here now, and as f a r as I can judge the mass of the Army uphold 
the Proclamation and are only anxious f o r a vigorous p r o s e c u t i o n of the war. 

How i s the c o n s c r i p t i o n a ct l i k e d at the Worth? We l i k e i t p r e t t y 
w e l l here, I hope they w i l l take every bank c l e r k & other n i c e young man i n 
Troy. 

F o r a wonder we have had two or three n i c e days here and the mud 
i s d r y i n g up f a s t . 

I have not heard a word from C a r r i e y e t . I suppose she w i l l swear 
she wrote two or three times. Give my love to a l l the Greenwich f o l k s when 
you w r i t e . A l s o to Uncle, Aunt, L i b , D e l i g h t , the c h i l d r e n , & Em & K i l l , and 
my respects to a l l the young f o l k s and a l l f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y & b e l i e v e me 
as ever. 

Yours A f f Cousin, 

Waters 

To Cousin Abbie 
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Camp of Genl Hdqrs., Army of Potomac 
Near Falmouth, Va. March 1st, 1863 

Dear Uncle, 

Yours & L i b b i e s l e t t e r s were r e c e i v e d two or three days ago, and 
I have delayed answering i n hopes t h a t something of i n t e r e s t would occur 
to found a l e t t e r on. Camp l i f e i s g e t t i n g very t e d i o u s , but we have a 
prospect soon of some s t i r r i n g work f o r t h i s Army. And perhaps we s h a l l go 
on the Peninsula again and t r y M c C l e l l a n s p l a n again, but we know nothing 
c e r t a i n only t h a t the e n t i r e Army i s being reorganized. And i n some in s t a n c e s , 
regiments have been c o n s o l i d a t e d w i t h others and brigades w i t h other brigades. 

I see by the Washington papers of the 27th of Jany, t h a t Ephriam 
was i n t h a t c i t y , and he i s probably ere t h i s w i t h you. I thought by h i s name 
being p u b l i s h e d as E. B. Wheeler, Troy, without any rank as an o f f i c e r t h a t 
he had resigned, i s i t so? or i s he home on fur l o u g h * We were yesterday muster
ed f o r pay which we s h a l l probably r e c e i v e i n about three weeks f o r "four 
months". I f Eph i s home on f u r l o u g h i f you could manage so as to leave & come 
down w i t h him you would save a good d e a l of t r o u b l e t h a t you would have to go 
through i f alone. And I t h i n k t h a t f o r the next three or f o u r weeks w i l l be 
the best chance to see the Army, before the summer campaign opens - you must 
expect to see some t e r r i b l e t r a v e l l i n g but we w i l l make you comfortable i f 
p o s s i b l e . I t would be a good idea to l e a r n to r i d e horseback & t h a t would 
h a r d l y keep you from the mud, but I t h i n k the f a c i l i t y f o r g e t t i n g to the 
Army, and the weather f o r the next week or two w i l l be the most favorable you 
w i l l have. There i s some t a l k (among the men) of our being brigaded but I 
dont b e l i e v e i t . Although I would be b e t t e r s a t i s f i e d , i f i t were so. Our 
Q. Master went t o Washington l a s t week and I thought he would b r i n g the box, 
but he could not f i n d i t t h e r e . And I then supposed i t was at Acquia Creek, 
but he was down there yesterday, and i t was not there e i t h e r . Perhaps i t i s 
i n the mass of Express boxes a t B a l t i m o r e . The o f f i c e at Hdqrs, that was 
i n opperation when I wrote t o you f o r the boots i s to be reopened on Wednesday 
next and perhaps I s h a l l get i t soon a f t e r , I am very s o r r y , a f t e r the g i r l s 
took so much pains to f i x the t h i n g s , that i t has not come t o hand before t h i s , 
but I am much o b l i g e d to them a l l , j u s t the same as i f i t had come r i g h t along, 
as I c e r t a i n l y thought i t would when I wrote. 

Enclosed I send a photograph of Jo L i t t l e our new 2nd L t , he i s a 
very n i c e & smart chap - we made a good trade i n t h a t r e s p e c t . 

Give my love to Aunt, Em K i l l L i b b i e Abbie D e l i g h t 85 the c h i l d r e n & 
Eph my respects to Mr. Kerr, Mr Khowlson, and a l l f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , and to 
Dominee Robertson & Wife, And w i t h the best wishes f o r your contined good 
h e a l t h and p r o s p e r i t y - I remain as ever. 

Your A f f Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 

P. S. 
I have not heard from my br o t h e r Wm. since the l e t t e r I had from 
A l e x a n d r i a . Give my love t o Job & C a r r i e , 8; Joe 8c Lyd when you w r i t e . 

Yours, 



Dear Uncle, 

Tonight I am i n r e c e i p t of your own and L i b b i e s 8s a l s o one from K i l l . 
The account i s doubtless c o r r e c t and I am much o b l i g e d . 

We have j u s t returned from across the R i v e r , and have to-day witnessed 
undoubtedly, one of the most severe and g a l l a n t b a t t l e s ever fought on t h i s 
Continent, We r e c e i v e d orders l a s t n i g h t about 11 0,C. to be prepared to be 
present at the l a y i n g of a bridge at the c i t y , ( j u s t where Burnside had h i s ) and 
then to guard the whole t h r e e , as every man was wanted i n the f i g h t , which 
opened at d a y l i g h t , and c o n s i s t e d i n A r t i l l e r y f i g h t i n g g r e a t l y t o our advan
tage u n t i l l about 11 O.C, A.M. We had been s t e a d i l y advancing up to t h a t time 
when our f i r s t l i n e of b a t t l e charged the heights and was d r i v e n back but the 
second l i n e continued t h e i r charge, and took the works immediatly i n r e a r of 
the C i t y . When the r e s t of the troops saw the good o l d S t a r s and S t r i p e s 
f l o a t i n g where a moment before the secession emblem had waved, such a cheer 
as was given. Then forward. And amid a r a i n of grape c a n i s t e r musket-balls 
8c bayonets the e n t i r e range of h i l l s were c a r r i e d each by storm so suddenly 
t h a t i n some the guns were yet loaded, they not having time to f i r e or e l s e 
not l i k i n g the a r r a y of Yankey s t e e l coming up the h i l l . You can form no 
id e a of s t r e n g t h of the works without seeing them. 

The r e b e l p r i s o n e r s a l l express great s u r p r i s e at our t a k i n g them 
now, when Burnside w i t h at l e a s t f o u r times the f o r c e engaged here to-day, could 
not take them l a s t December. And the works are now much more complete being 
a s e r i e s of F o r t s j o i n e d by R i f l e P i t s . 

Genl Hooker on t h e i r l e f t 80 r e a r has a l s o whipped them to-day and 
our c a v a l r y has cut t h e i r b r idges and destroyed a great d e a l of t h e i r s u p p l i e s . 
And i f I am not mistaken t h i s p a r t of t h e i r army w i l l be cut to p i e c e s and i f 
so, Richmond i s gone c e r t a i n . The prisoners, say i f we had waited a few hours 
we could not have taken the heights as Longstreets 8s H i l l s d i v i s i o n s were 
coming to r e i n f o r c e them, but a l a s f o r poor Rebs he came to l a t e t o save them, 
and our troops now occupy the H i l l s about f o u r m i l e s i n r e a r of Fredericksburgh -
from which they a l s o drove the Rebs w i t h the bayonet, i n f a c t I do not b e l i e v e 
t h a t t h i s p a r t of our Army have f i r e d s i x rounds of musketry to-day. And as 
f o r our A r t i l l e r y , they could not be beaten, there was f o u r companies of us 
where we were, and as the duty r e q u i r e d o n ly one o f f i c e r on duty a t a time 
the r e s t of us were out to the very f r o n t and had a s p l e n d i d chance to see. 
And a l l agree t h a t the A r t i l l e r y f i r i n g to-day beats anything any of us have 
seen f o r p r e c i s i o n and r a p i d i t y , We saw the charge on every height and went 
a l l over the f i e l d and the enemys works ( a f t e r they was out of course). Most 
of the Rebel shots came over our men. And they e v i d e n t l y supposed we had a 
l a r g e reserve near the r i v e r , f o r they kept up an incessant s h e l l i n g of the 
bank t o the great annoyance of our men who were guarding the b r i d g e s as about 
one h a l f the shot s t r u c k i n the water on one si d e or other o f the b r i d g e s (we 
had charge of two). They were both moved by the engineer brigade before we were 
r e l i e v e d (about dark t o - n i g h t ) and a l l the bridges are now opposite the c i t y 
i t s e l f . I t i s useless f o r me to t r y t o describe the b a t t l e . But i t i s one of 
the most b r i l l i a n t ones of the war. The Rebs were so sure t h a t t h e i r works 
could not be taken and I do b e l i e v e t h a t one hundred thousand of the troops 



of e i t h e r Army could h o l d the p l a c e against anything any European power could 
b r i n g against i t . I dont t h i n k we have over 500 k i l l e d & wounded, the Rebs 
about the same, or perhaps l e s s . Among the p r i s o n e r s over to the guard house 
i s the i d e n t i c a l Lieutenant who took C o l . Crocker p r i s o n e r and a l s o the C o l o n e l 
o f h i s regiment the same who the L i e u t , d e l i v e r e d him over t o . He was i n command 
of a brigade to-day and f e e l s p r e t t y sore. 

A t e l e g r a p h has been r e c e i v e d at Hdqrs. from Genl Hooker that we 
have been e n t i r e l y s u c c e s s f u l on the r i g h t , have d r i v e n the Rebs a l l day. Loss 
very heavy however. Genl Be r r y among the k i l l e d . The f a t e of the country 
hangs on to-morrows work, I t r u s t we s h a l l be s u c c e s f u l as to-day the Army 
i s i n s p l e n d i d s p i r i t s . With lo v e t o a l l I remain as ever. 

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e nephew, 

Waters. 

P. S. Part or our regiment goes t o Aquia Creek at midnight w i t h p r i s o n e r s . 
I dont expect to go but perhaps w i l l have t o , every man has t o help nowadays. 

W -



Your l a s t l e t t e r s have a l l been r e c e i v e d , and i f they have not been 
answered sooner, i t was because I was w r i t i n g home to some one of the others, 
and the amount of news a f l o a t w i l l h a r d l y warrant a very extensive correspon
dence t o the same person or f a m i l y . 

Every t h i n g i s w i t h the Regt as i t has been f o r the l a s t two 
months. Another o f f i c e r has resigned, and a l l the r e s t are e i t h e r here or home 
on f u r l o u g h . The C o l . went f o r 20 days he l e f t on the 1st, the Q. M. has gone 
to day f o r the same l e n g t h of time and I s h a l l be a Q. M. u n t i l l h i s r e t u r n , I 
am glad of i t too, f o r H a l l e r was mean enough t o keep me i n a r r e s t w h i l e he 
was away on f u r l o u g h , and I w i l l have the s a t i s f a c t i o n of not doing any guard 
duty f o r him f o r a short time to come as being a c t i n g Q. M. w i l l excuse me 
from a l l duty. I f he had r e l e a s e d me when he went home, (i n s t e a d of w a i t i n g 
u n t i l l he came back) I should t h i n k more of him than I do now, and should 
have f e l t j u s t as bad about being i n a r r e s t . But he wanted t o show h i s 
a u t h o r i t y , (never mind, i t i s a l l r i g h t ) , 

The Photographs are a l l good and I am much o b l i g e d . Enclosed I 
send two or three more which I wish you would keep. The box has not yet 
a r r i v e d , but I am going down tomorrow t o Acquia Creek, t o draw c l o t h i n g f o r 
the regiment, and i f i t i s there, you may be sure I can get i t and w i l l . I 
wish Uncle Waters & K i l l would come down now i f they are coming, as we are 
l i k e l y t o move soon i f the f i n e weather continues, & besides I could keep them 
i n a good d e a l b e t t e r shape now as I have two empty t e n t s and could make 
them as comfortable as i f at home. I can give K i l l a r i d e i n a government 
waggon warrented t o cure dyspepsia the f i r s t time. There are a great many 
o f f i c e r s wives here j u s t now. Mrs. Dan S i c k l e s of Washington n o t o r i e t y i s here 
w i t h her husband, and are over t o Hdqrs every f i n e day, n b i g t h i n g " . 

There are the usual camp rumors but nothing r e l i a b l e . We got no 
m a i l l a s t n i g h t as the agent s a i d there would no more come t o t h i s Army u n t i l l 
f u r t h e r orders. What t h a t means I can not t e l l . Capt Saml McConihe s t a r t e d 
f o r home day before yesterday "on a leave f o r 10 days". I t o l d him i f he saw 
any of you t o t e l l you I was w e l l , i n f a c t I never f e l t b e t t e r i n my l i f e . Am 
f a t as can be and l a z y a c c o r d i n g l y . "Who would not be a s o l d i e r " . 

I am g l a d the c o n s c r i p t i o n b i l l has passed. I t r a t h e r pleases the 
Army g e n e r a l l y , and the g i v i n g of furloughs (however short) has done much to 
r e c o n c i l e the Army t o camp l i f e . 

The rebs w i l l f i n d t h e i r woods a l l c l e a r e d o f f i f they ever get 
possesion of t h i s p a r t of V i r g i n i a again as we have t o b r i n g our wood k or 5 
m i l e s now and there i s s c a r c e l y a t r e e t o be seen on t h i s s i d e of the r i v e r , and 
as f a r as we can see on the other s i d e , the same i s the case. At any r a t e we 
dont go over there t o see, 

Is Bob Getty home now, or where, I have not heard from, or of him, 
f o r a long time. I t h i n k he must be married or something as bad, or he would 
have w r i t t e n . 



We expect to be p a i d soon probably w i t h i n three weeks time. Give 
my regards to Mr & Mrs Robertson, and a l l f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y . My respects 
t o a l l the young f o l k s male & female e s p e c i a l l y female. Give my love to Uncle, 
Aunt, Abbie, D e l i g h t , Eph & the c h i l d r e n K i l l & Em and a l l and dont rob 
y o u r s e l f , but b e l i e v e me as ever. 

Your A f f . Cousin 

Water 

To L i b 



Q, M. O f f i c e Camp of 93rd N. Y. 
Near Falmouth, Va, Mar H/63 

Dear Cousin Abbie, 

Your l e t t e r of the 5th of March a r r i v e d i n due time thro the proper 
channel. Am a l s o i n r e c e i p t of one from Em & another from Uncle Waters, and 
a l l the papers of course. The much w r i t t e n about box has not yet made i t s 
appearance but I s h a l l l o o k and enquire d a i l y f o r i t u n t i l l i t does come. Am 
very s o r r y f o r I f e a r the t h i n g s w i l l some of them be s p o i l t , f o r which I 
should be very s o r r y , as you were a l l so k i n d as t o prepare and send them. 

We are having r e g u l a r March weather and the accompanying winds e t c . 
We have considerable r a i n but the wind seems to keep the mud p r e t t y w e l l 
d r i e d up. We are ordered to be ready t o march a t a moments warning, but I 
do not t h i n k we s h a l l make any great move under a f o r t n i g h t a t l e a s t as there 
i s a great d e a l of p r o p e r t y belonging to Govt which would be e n t i r e l y l o s t 
i f not taken care o f . The e n t i r e army are being f i t t e d out w i t h s h e l t e r 
t e n t s , and only allowed very l i t t l e baggage but the 93rd s t i l l keep t h e i r 
w a l l t e n t s and mean t o i f p o s s i b l e , i f we have got to do t h i s duty we are 
bound to be comfortable a t l e a s t . 

T e l l Eph I r e c e i v e d h i s l e t t e r a l l r i g h t , I wrote to some of you, 
t h a t I had r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from him, and i f you had t o l d him he could 
have known i t . T e l l him t h a t the a r t i c l e he l e f t w i t h me f o r safe keeping, 
was s t o l e n by some one who cut my t e n t open f o r the purpose. Give him my 
respects and best wishes f o r h i s f u t u r e w e l f a r e . I have not heard a word 
yet from C a r r i e , she has w r i t t e n though of course. 

I had a l e t t e r from Wm., he i s s t i l l a t A l e x a n d r i a , but dont seem 
to l i k e the p l a c e p r e t t y w e l l , but i s w e l l h i m s e l f . I guess he would l i k e 
to see Mrs. B,- j u s t about t h i s time and t h a t accounts f o r h i s uneasiness. 
She Is up t o P o r t Henry now. Was up t o her f a t h e r s l a s t week. He never 
opens h i s head about her i n h i s l e t t e r t o me but I have heard from other 
sources. Give my respects to a l l the Sundy School teachers a l s o to Mrs & 
Mr, Robertson, James Khowlsons f a m i l y & Mrs, Kerr and a l l f r i e n d s of the 
f a m i l y . My regards to a l l the young f o l k s of my acquaintance. And my 
love to Uncle Waters, Aunt H., L i b , Eph, D e l i g h t & c h i l d r e n , and t o Em & 
K i l l , & to C a r r i e & Job & the baby, & a l l the Greenwich f o l k s when you w r i t e . 

And w i t h the greatest love 8s r e s p e c t , I am as ever, 

Your A f f Cousin 

Waters 

To Cousin Abbie 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 
Near Falmouth, Va. 
March 15th, 1863 

Your l a s t l e t t e r was d u l y r e c e i v e d and I can assure you met w i t h a 
h e a r t y r e c e p t i o n . I was gl a d to hear from you a t Union V i l l a g e as i t shows 
th a t K i l l must have got over h i s s i c k s p e l l . I am s o r r y t o hear through Uncle 
Waters l e t t e r and a l s o L i b b i e s (to n i g h t ) t h a t Uncle Water's h e a l t h i s poor, 
but hope soon t o hear of h i s e n t i r e recovery. The long coming box a r r i v e d 
l a s t n i g h t . I was down to Aquia Creek and got i t myself together w i t h about 
T h i r t y other express boxes f o r the 93rd. Everything i n the box w i t h the 
exception of the pop-corn (which had got moist and s o f t ) was j u s t as good as 
when i t l e f t Troy, The p l a n of p u t t i n g paper around the cake, i s a good 
ide a as they are a l l good. The p i e s a l s o are s p l e n d i d , and even the oranges 
& lemons were p e r f e c t , f o r a l l of which I am much o b l i g e d to you a l l . 

I am s o r r y you had so much snow up to Greenwich, so t h a t you could 
not c i r c u l a t e more, but s t i l l you must have given C a r r i e a l l the b e t t e r v i s i t . 
I suppose i t i s a l l r i g h t about Lew & Mary, f o r 1 t h i n k she i s of a more 
s u i t a b l e age f o r him than Joe would be. Besides I t h i n k she i s the best one 
of the whole l o t . Am s o r r y she i s secesh though f o r i t w i l l be so much 
harder when he i s d r a f t e d under the recent c o n s c r i p t i o n a c t , how are your 
bank c l e r k s , bookkeepers e t c , what a s i g h t of young married men there w i l l 
be over 35 years of age. I hope the 93rd w i l l be f i l l e d up from Troy & 
v i c i n i t y , of the n i c e young men of t h a t c l a s i c l o c a l i t y . We are being put 
i n c o n d i t i o n f o r a long and r a p i d march of some k i n d , t h a t i s the army i s , 
the orders g i v i n g the o f f i c e r s o n l y s h e l t e r t e n t s does not apply t o the 93**d, 
nor w i l l i t , i f they move wh i l e I am a Q. M. S t i l l we are drawing new t e n t s , 
knapsacks, haversacks, e t c . f o r the men, so as to be ready f o r any p o s s i b l e 
campaign, and i f we have t o leave our w a l l t e n t s , why then we w i l l , t h a t s a l l , 
but not i f we can p o s s i b l y have them. We are not very badly o f f , f o r s o l d i e r s , 
I am tough as can be and f a t as p o s s i b l e , f o r which good h e a l t h I am very 
t h a n k f u l , since ao many of our best o f f i c e r s have resigned on Surgeons c e r t i f i c a t e 
of d i s a b i l i t y , since Jany 1 s t , 

As u s u a l we have l o t s of rumors every day, i n regard t o the t a k i n g of 
V i c k s b u r g , the chance of the 93rd b e i n g brigaded and other matters of equal 
consequence to the country, but nothing r e l i a b l e . I n f a c t we are sure of 
n o t h i n g but our every other days storm, and our r a t i o n s . By the way of v a r i e t y 
we have f o r a storm (to n i g h t ) h a i l & snow accompanied by thunder & l i g h t n i n g . 

I f n othing happens, I t h i n k I s h a l l be i n Washington some day t h i s 
week, on regimental business, but s h a l l not stay over 2^ hours probably, I 
s h a l l get my pay i f p o s s i b l e when t h e r e . I stopped w r i t i n g j u s t here to make 
some hot lemonade as the i n t e l l i g e n t contraband j u s t a t t h a t c r i s i s brought i n 
the, b o i l i n g water. I t puts me i n mind of some K i l l made down to the o l d o f f i c e . 

Give my l o v e t o a l l the f o l k s over home, and my r e s p e c t s to a l l K i l l s 
f o l k s , the young l a d i e s next door, and f r i e n d s i n general & b e l i e v e me as ever, 
w i t h l o v e t o K i l l & y o u r s e l f . 

Your Aff.. Cousin 

Waters 

To Em 



Dear Uncle, 

Your l a s t I b e l i e v e has been acknowledged, i n both Em & Abbies l e t t e r s . 
I r e g r e t t e d to l e a r n of your i l l h e a l t h and hope i t i s improving ere t h i s , I 
am s t i l l A c t i n g Qr. Master, and s h a l l be f o r a week to come and perhaps longer. 
To-day being "Saint P a t r i c k s day", the " I r i s h Brigade" are having a p r e t t y loud 
time, and I dare say t h a t two t h i r d s of the O f f i c e r s who c l a i m t h a t i l l u s t r i o u s 
personage as t h e i r p atron S t . are t o n i g h t i n f i g h t i n g t r i m (according to t h e i r 
own idea) on commissary whiskey. We have had considerable f i r i n g t h i s a f t e r 
noon, on our r i g h t , up the r i v e r , s a i d t o be at "Banks f o r d " , or the "U. S. f o r d " . 
What was the occasion of the cannonading or the r e s u l t i s unknown i n camp. I t 
must have been f i f t e e n m i l e s from here a t l e a s t . 

I d i d expect t o go t o Washington t h i s week, but r e a l l y dont know 
whether I s h a l l or not, probably not. The Box as I wrote Em a r r i v e d and every
t h i n g was good but the pop-corn. The r e s t was s p l e n d i d , and very acceptable 
i n camp. The boots were s a t i s f a c t o r y . I charged the young man they were f o r 
$7*75 as I thought t h a t would be about r i g h t . He was p e r f e c t l y s a t i s f i e d as 
w e l l he might be, the S u t l e r ' s charge $10 f o r an a r t i c l e g r e a t l y t h e i r I n f e r i o r . 
I had a l e t t e r from my Father and S i s t e r Abiatha, the o l d man's h e a l t h seems 
to be very poor. He says he i s threatened w i t h the heart disease, I heard, 
not through him however, t h a t the law s u i t i n r e l a t i o n t o h i s w i f e s , f a t h e r s , 
farm, had been decided a g a i n s t him. I dont know whether he proposes t o c a r r y the 
case t o a higher court or not. 

There have been a great many changes I n the 93rd since Jany 1st but 
strange to say not one t h a t a f f e c t s me i n the l e a s t , nor do I t h i n k there w i l l 
be soon. 

When we are to commence a move I am unable t o say, the orders i n regard 
to T r a n s p o r t a t i o n & o f f i c e r s baggage are very s t r i c t and I doubt i f they are 
f u l l y complied w i t h , not i n the 93rd a t a l l events. Although we dont t h i n k 
ourselves b e t t e r than any-one e l s e , and are w i l l i n g t o take our chance w i t h the 
r e s t , s t i l l i t i s strange how n a t u r a l l y we do take t o " w a l l t e n t s " and "Soft 
bread", 

Hoping h e r e a f t e r t o hear of your continued good h e a l t h and the l i k e 
of Aunt Hannah, and w i t h love to a l l the f a m i l y i n Troy, West Troy & Washington 
Co., and respects t o a l l the f r i e n d s , young & o l d , I remain as ever. 

Your A f f . Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 

To Uncle Waters 



Having acknowledged your l a s t l e t t e r , i t now remains f o r me t o answer 
i t . Dont ever get the i d e a t h a t you w r i t e too o f t e n , f o r you know I never could 
be made to b e l i e v e i t , no sooner than t h a t Hooker s a i d what the papers say he d i d 
about " L i t t l e Mac". General Hooker has the confidence of the Army of the Potomac 
j u s t as any other General would (of h i s a b i l i t y ) t h a t was p l a c i d i n command, good 
s o l d i e r s must respect and obey, without questioning t h e i r s u p e r i o r s , but t h i s 
Army can never be made t o have the confidence i n , or love f o r any other Genl. 
t h a t they d i d f o r M c C l e l l a n . The 93rd s t i l l continue a t Hdqrs., and although 
there are any number of other regiments t r y i n g t o get the p o s i t i o n , s t i l l we 
are probably e l e c t e d t o do the duty t h i s season. 

C o l . Crocker has not yet returned but i s expected to-morrow, and Tom 
F u l l e r w i l l be back i n about a week, and then I s h a l l be r e l i e v e d from present 
duty t o do a more disagreeable duty, but I guess I can stand i t , f o r I never 
f e l t b e t t e r i n my l i f e than I do a t present. 

Our Cavalry had q u i t e a b r i l l i a n t engagement on S t . P a t r i c k ' s day, 
which r e s u l t e d i n f i l l i n g the Hdqrs. guard-house f u l l of "grey-backs" but 
you probably have the f u l l accounts i n the papers. We could hear q u i t e a good 
d e a l of cannonading i n the same d i r e c t i o n yesterday, but w i t h what r e s u l t , have 
not heard. We have had very good weather l a t e l y but to-day have a snow storm-
probably the l a s t of the season, the days are p r e t t y warm-now towards noon, t o 
remind us t h a t summer Is almost upon us. I r e c e i v e d the "Harpers Weekly" and a l s o 
s i x "Troy Times" and three W. Y. Times, f o r which I am much o b l i g e d to you and 
Em. Enclosed I send a "photograph" of our Surgeon. Keep i t f o r me, or f o r 
y o u r s e l f i f I never happen t o want i t . S h a l l probably send home some more of the 
o f f i c e r s as soon as they get them, f o r they a l l got some taken when home on 
f u r l o u g h , but d i d not have time t o wait f o r them to be f i n i s h e d . 

I am not so anxious t o leave Hdqrs now a f t e r we have done a l l the hard 
work, j u s t as we would have e a s i e r times, ( f o r the men I mean, the o f f i c e r s have 
i t easy enough any-way), and are l i k e l y t o get r i d of , who has a 
sore on h i s f a c e , ( I hope I t i s not a cancer), and has asked t o be r e l i e v e d from 
duty i n the f i e l d . I f he i s r e l i e v e d probably C o l . Crocker w i l l be commandant. 
I hope so. 

Give my respects t o a l l the young f o l k s of my acquaintance male Si 
she-male, e s p e c i a l l y the l a t t e r , f o r I am going to get married i n l e s s than a 
year a f t e r the war i s ended, o r I get out of i t . I dont know who the unfortunate 
one w i l l be. Give my love t o a l l the f a m i l y at home or away, and do not rob 
y o u r s e l f , but b e l i e v e me as ever. 

Your a f f . cousin 

To L i b b i e Waters 

Write soon, I keep doing so — 
W 



F r i e n d Maggie, 

Somewhat hut none the l e s s agreeably s u r p r i s e d was I by r e c e i v i n g 
"t*ie Waverley, you were so k i n d i n sending me, d i d circumstances permit should 
make an appropriate r e p l y i n the same s t y l e , as I t h i n k i t q u i t e an o r i g i n a l 
way of saying "how are you" " I hope you are w e l l " e t c . Permit me to express 
my thanks f o r the k i n d thought which prompted t h a t method of showing as 
w e l l as words (or b e t t e r perhaps) could express an i n t e r e s t i n the welfare 
of a f r i e n d , as you can s c a r c e l y conceive the pleasure such a l i t t l e 
a t t e n t i o n on the p a r t of ones f r i e n d s , gives to a s o l d i e r , whose thoughts 
when o f f duty are c o n s t a n t l y r o v e i n g homeward, and then h i s fancy n e c e s s a r i l y 
p i c t u r e s the forms and faces of those most dear, I t r u s t the l a c k of 
f a c i l i t i e s i n the army f o r r e p l y i n g p r o p e r l y w i l l ensure my pardon f o r 
addressing you, I should have w r i t t e n acknowledging your very appropriate 
note of the 8th of Feby, but f e a r e d , I dont know what e x a c t l y , only t h a t 
our acquaintance was so s l i g h t i t might be thought over-stepping the 
bounds of p r o p r i e t y , consequently I contented myself w i t h acknowledging 
the f a v o r through Bob, 

I t were us e l e s s f o r me t o w r i t e any army news, as we wait f o r 
the N, Y. Papers to know each day who i s i n command of "the Army of the 
Potomac" and what of i n t e r e s t i s going on t h e r e i n . The G a l l i a n t 93^d s t i l l 
continues t o guard the present abode and s l e e p i n g hours of the pugnaceous 
c h i e f t a i n , who now commands t h i s grand army. And the p r o b a b i l i t y i s 
we s h a l l s t i l l h o l d t h i s dangerous but honorable p o s i t i o n , and a f t e r t h i s 
week s h a l l get r i d of a p r e t t y good f r i e n d of mine now "commandant of the 
post", and i n h i s stead have our own C o l o n e l , i f so we s h a l l have a b e t t e r 
p l a c e than ever b e f o r e , and I s h a l l cease to pray as I have done l a t e l y 
t h a t the regiment might be brigaded although I dont care how soon we a r e . 

While out r i d i n g two weeks ago today I chanced t o meet a Capt. 
David Getman of the 10th N. Y. Cavalry, who spoke of knowing your f a m i l y , 
and l e a r n i n g I was r e c e n t l y i n the c l a s s i c v i l l a g e of West Troy, he very 
n a t u r a l l y enquired a f t e r you a l l , and expressed some s u r p r i s e t o l e a r n 
t h a t your S i s t e r Sarah was Mrs. J What a world of comfort they 
(Mr & Mrs J ) d i d appear to take i n married l i f e , when Bob & myself 
c a l l e d on them i n Brooklyn. 

I hear from & w r i t e to Bob o c c a s i o n a l l y , he being my a d v i s o r 
I dont pay much a t t e n t i o n t o h i s advice nor he to mine I guess. 

With my r e s p e c t s t o your Father & Mother, a l s o Mr & Mrs Jones 
when you w r i t e and regards to y o u r s e l f , I am w i t h your permission. 

Your F r i e n d , 

Waters W. Braman 

To Miss Maggie Getty 

(Note: He d i d not know i t , but t h i s was the young l a d y 
he was t o marry - Miss Margaret Jane Getty of 
West Troy, now W a t e r v l i e t , N, Y.) 



Dear Cousin L i b b i e , 

I am i n r e c e i p t of C a r r i e s l e t t e r of the 20th and yours of the 25th 
but s h a l l answer yours f i r s t , you being my reg. cor. and I a i n t sure of hearing 
from her again t i l l she comes to Troy so as to have witnesses. We have the 
same s t o r y here about the s p r i n g over the r i v e r but as I am not very credulous, 
can h a r d l y b e l i e v e what we a l l so much d e s i r e , a speedy peace. The army dont 
want peace however on the same terms as our snakey f r i e n d s of the n o r t h . 

The army i s i n marching c o n d i t i o n and as soon as the weather becomes 
s e t t l e d we s h a l l undoubtedly move, and t h a t forward, probably w i t h i n a week. 

We s t i l l have as , but l i v e i n hopes of being 
compelled to do without h i s valued presence, at an e a r l y day. 

We have d r i l l s now w i t h knap-sacks on t o accustom the men t o them, 
before the l o n g marches begin. The sun i s mighty hot now i n the middle of the 
day and reminds us f o r c i b l y of what we may soon expect. I am c a t c h i n g i t now 
on duty, o f f i c e r of the guard about every t h i r d n i g h t , but I dont care. I can 
stand i t , t h i s i s t o pay f o r a c t i n g Q. M. & a d j t . 

We have had two more r e s i g n a t i o n s of second Lieutenants, t h a t young 
f e l l o w whose p i c t u r e I brought home, L t . Beecher i s one of them I am s o r r y f o r 
he i s a p r e t t y f i n e young man. 

We have a secesh i n our guard house t h a t taken p r i s o n e r on S t , 
P a t r i c k s day i n the c a v a l r y f i g h t at " K e l l y s f o r d " , and although dressed i n a 
f i e l d o f f i c e r s uniform he claims to be a p r i v a t e and wanted to be p a r o l e d as 
such but Genl P a t r i c k could not see i t , he comrades c a l l e d him Major but he 
i n s i s t s t h a t he i s o n l y a p r i v a t e , he w i l l get s i c k of i t I guess before he gets 
out of one of the most l o v e l y guard houses where he can enjoy the best of s o c i e t y 
of d eserters e t c . 

They are d a i l y b r i n g i n g back deserters to the Army and punish them 
p r e t t y s e v e r e l y . I saw them drum a d e s e r t e r out of camp over t o the 2nd N. Y. 
about a f o r t n i g h t ago. His head was shaved c l o s e and a f t e r being drummed twice 
past the brigade they branded him on the h i p w i t h a l e t t e r D t o show he had 
deserted, and no o f f i c e r dare e n l i s t him again. 

I am s o r r y to hear t h a t Aunt Hannahs h e a l t h i s so poor. I see you 
have had a b i g f r e s h e t , d i d i t do much damage? 

Give my respects to a l l the young f o l k s . My love to a l l i n Troy and 
Washington Co. and West Troy of course and b e l i e v e me as ever. 

Your a f f . cousin, 

Waters 

To L i b b i e 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 
Near Falmouth, Va. 
A p r i l kth, I863 

Dear Uncle, 

Yours of the 29th u l t , a r r i v e d night before l a s t . And as are a l l 
from home was very welcome, although I r e g r e t to hear of your own and Aunt 
Hannahs being a f f l i c t e d w i t h rheumatism, but w i t h warm weather I t r u s t you w i l l 
both be f r e e from t h a t or any other i l l . I had a l i t t l e touch of the s i c k 
head-ache the other day the f i r s t f o r s i x months and over, but i t only l a s t e d 
a few hours and d i d not hinder me from going on guard the same day, and 
a f t e r i t was over I f e l t a l l the b e t t e r f o r i t . I wrote to K i l l l a s t n i g h t 
saying t h a t I would t r y to-day and get a pass f o r you and him to come down. 
I d i d t r y i t but without success. I had heard t h a t no more passes were being 
given a t Washington so I thought I might get one here, but they t o l d me t h a t 
any proper person could s t i l l get a pass i n Washington and as long as they were 
g i v i n g them there they could not do so from here. I t h i n k now would be the very 
best time i n the whole year to see the Army j u s t before, and perhaps j u s t on a 
move, besides the weather i s s p l e n d i d . I f you could come I could meet you at 
Aquia Creek, and I am sure now would be the most pleasant time, i f p o s s i b l e f o r 
you to come. I f you should be sure and w r i t e a day or two before you s t a r t 
so I could meet you. I t i s s e t t l e d t h a t the 93rd remains at Hdqrs. f o r the 
coming season, unless the Army of the Potomac should be broken up (not very 
l i k e l y ) . The P r e s i d e n t i s here and i s to review the e n t i r e Army beginning w i t h 
Hdqrs, we are to be reviewed to-morrow a t 9 o.c. The l a s t new w r i n k l e on our 
horn i s t h a t C o l Berdan claims t h a t f o u r of our companies were r a i s e d f o r him, 
and wants them, or e l s e the whole regiment, but the 93 r c^ cant see i t . There 
was one co. you w i l l remember t h a t d i d c l a i m to belong to Berdan's Sharp-Shooters, 
and wanted to have Sharps r i f l e s , but they t h i n k they would j u s t as soon stay 
at Hdqrs t o , and i n f a c t the idea of breaking up the r e g t . i s preposterous, and 
I know we should not l i k e the Sharp-shooters. They a i n t thought much of by the 
I n f a n t r y or any of the other t r o o p s . 

We expect to be p a i d o f f f o r k months, (which w i l l be to the 1st of 
March) almost every day, I hope i t w i l l be before we move. I t w i l l be so much 
b e t t e r f o r the men t o send i t up home than i f on a march. I dont t h i n k we w i l l 
move under t e n days t o come however. With love to Aunt Hannah and a l l at home 
& a l l f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , I remain as ever. 

Your a f f . Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 

To Uncle Waters 

loO 



Camp of 93rd I n f t y . N. Y. V o l s . 
Near Falmouth, Va. 
A p r i l 9th, I863 

My Dear Em, 

As the l a s t baby g e n e r a l l y puts out of j o i n t the noses of a l l previous 
ones, so yours of the 2nd I n s t , b eing the l a s t comer, supercedes a l l others. 
I should have answered i t ere t h i s but n i g h t before l a s t Jo L i t t l e & myself 
got to w r e s t l i n g , and I sprained my w r i s t not s e r i o u s l y however as you can judge 
by my w r i t i n g now. And I guess i t w i l l be a l l r i g h t to-morrow. I t d i d not 
hinder me from going t o the "Grand Review" by the P r e s i d e n t of four Army Corps 
yesterday. Aside from t h a t I am w e l l and f e e l my union strong as ever. The 
P r e s i d e n t has Mrs. L i n c o l n and a l i t t l e L i n c o l n along. And the consequence i s 
we have more l i f e at Hdqrs j u s t now than ever before. A l l the lady v i s i t o r s t o 
the Army are here to pay t h e i r respects to Madam L so you see we have a l l 
the l a t e s t s t y l e and f a s h i o n , I wish Uncle Waters & K i l l were here now. The 
weather i s very f i n e and I am sure they would have a s p l e n d i d time. Why dont 
K i l l come any-way. 

I have j u s t reed a l e t t e r from L i b b i e and a l s o three Troy papers and 
a "Frank L e s l i e " a l s o two N. Y. Papers from K i l l . I b e l i e v e I have r e c e i v e d 
a l l you have sent and am very much o b l i g e d f o r them. "About the news i n them 
b e i n g s t a l e " stands thus. We get the "Washington C h r o n i c l e " every day (of the 
same morning) which b e i n g the government paper (which accounts f o r i t s g e t t i n g 
through r e g u l a r l y ) we get a l l the war news t h a t i s proper f o r s o l d i e r s t o hear, 
but as we but seldom get any N. Y. Papers, they are very acceptable as they 
show the P o l i t i c a l f e e l i n g n o r t h and the E d i t o r s b eing chaps of i n v e n t i v e minds, 
we sometimes get news of more than does r e a l l y happen. A k i n d of news which 
always takes w e l l i n camp, I f h a l f the s t o r i e s i n camp were to be b e l i e v e d , we 
have taken Charleston, V i c k s b u r g , and a dozen other p l a c e s of more or l e s s 
importance, i n the l a s t few days. 

When we s h a l l move i s more than I can t e l l . Matters are not so 
f a v o r a b l e f o r a speedy move, as they appeared to be t e n days ago, and I doubt 
i f we do leave t h i s before two or three weeks at l e a s t . 

To-morrow there i s t o be an exact muster of t h i s e n t i r e Army, w i t h the 
view of a s c e r t a i n i n g the number of C o n s c r i p t s r e q u i r e d t o f i l l up each o l d r e g i 
ment t o the maximum number. Your Idea about the young men g e t t i n g married t o 
evade the d r a f t i s a wrong one as they must not only be i n t h a t b l e s s e d s t a t e , 
but be t h i r t y - f i v e years o l d a l s o . What a great number there w i l l be j u s t over 
t h a t age. That " C o n s c r i p t i o n B i l l " j u s t s u i t s the Army t o a "T", 

Give my respect t o your f a i r neighbors, I suppose Mary i s a l l the 
more taken up w i t h Lew t h a t h i s age i s so near t h a t now magic number, t h a t 
renders h i s chance of b e i n g d r a f t e d very improbable. 

Give my love t o a l l the f o l k s over home. And my respects t o . a l l 
K i l l s f o l k s and a l l f r i e n d s , my tenderest regards to a l l the young l a d i e s . 
With assurances of s i n c e r e love & respect f o r y o u r s e l f & K i l l and the kindest 
wish f o r continued p r o s p e r i t y and never ending happiness. I am as ever 

Your A f f . Cousin 

To Emma 

l 6 l 



Yours of the 5th I n s t , and a l s o the "Frank L e s l i e " are r e c e i v e d . 
I can not conceive why you d i d not r e c e i v e any l e t t e r from me i n almost two 
weeks, f o r I i n t e n d t o w r i t e once a week at l e a s t . About t h a t time however 
there were but two or three of the o l d L i e u t 1 s f o r duty, the new ones i n place 
of those resigned have t o go on guard w i t h one of the o l d ones so as t o l e a r n 
the duty, and t h a t brought me on guard about every second or t h i r d n i g h t . 
Now I only have to go on duty about once i n s i x or seven days. 

Major H a l l e r went home about a week ago s i c k and we never expect t o 
see him again. C o l Crocker i s commandant, and as the e n t i r e regiment, o f f i c e r s 
& men w i l l t r y t o do the duty i n the most s a t i s f a c t o r y manner there i s no 
danger of our going i n t o a brigade t h i s -season. 

We have had to-day a review by General P a t r i c k (the Provost M a r s h a l l 
General of the Army) i t was the best we ever had and the General s a i d the 93rd 
looked b e t t e r and marched b e t t e r than any he saw during the grand review, while 
the P r e s i d e n t was here. And you may be sure he would not say so i f such were 
not the f a c t . And he had a good chance to judge as i n h i s o f f i c i a l c a p a c i t y he 
was present at a l l of them. 

The P r e s i d e n t has returned t o Washington and i n h i s place we have 
s o m e European General. I dont know h i s name but b e l i e v e he i s a Swede. The 
weather here continues f i n e we have s c a r c e l y had a cloud i n a week and not a 
drop of r a i n . Consequently the roads are i n s p l e n d i d c o n d i t i o n & what we are 
w a i t i n g f o r , no one knows. L i t t l e Mac was slow & caut i o u s , but I b e l i e v e he 
was on the move before t h i s time, on the p e n i n s u l a . I suppose you have seen the 
account ( i n the papers) of the i n v e s t i g a t i n g committee i n regard to the Army of 
the Potomac, I t h i n k i t i s a p o l i t i c a l t h i n g any-way. And I do not t h i n k 
lessens McC's character f o r a b i l i t y . S t i l l I b e l i e v e i n supporting the Adminis
t r a t i o n and i f t h e i r Report be t r u e , h i s removal was proper. Only he should 
not be drawing the pay he now i s without doing the country some s e r v i c e . 

Enclosed I send another Photograph of our l a t e A s s t Surgeon now 
surgeon of the 6 l s t N. Y. We have a new a s s t surgeon i n h i s place (Wilcox by 
name). With lo v e to a l l I remain as ever. 

Your a f f . cousin 

Waters 

P. S. I am very g l a d to l e a r n of Aunt Hannahs improved s t a t e of h e a l t h . W i l l 
w r i t e t o her i n a few days. 

W -

X I send the r e p o r t by to days m a i l . Keep i t , X 



Dear Aunt, 

As we are expecting to march to-morrow, and i f so s h a l l probably have 
a long one ( i f at a l l ) I thought i t would be w e l l to w r i t e to n i g h t so i f you 
dont hear from me i n a week to come you may know i t i s because there i s no 
good chance t o w r i t e , f o r although we may have a f i g h t l a s t i n g f o r two or three 
days, s t i l l we are ordered t o march l i g h t and w i t h ei g h t days r a t i o n s . The only 
e x t r a c l o t h i n g the men are to be allowed t o c a r r y i s one " S h i r t " and one p a i r of 
"Socks", and the remainder we have sent w i t h e x t r a baggage of a l l kinds t o 
Washington. We have had t o give up our W a l l Tents, and i n s t e a d have an "A" 
t e n t ( j u s t as good i n summer). A l l the baggage I have now i s my v a l i s e and two 
blan k e t s and one of them I expect t o c a r r y myself. We expect and are prepared 
f o r hard marches. I would not be s u r p r i s e d i f , we d i d not f i g h t the Rebels here 
but, t h a t the Army w i l l j o i n two D i v i s i o n s & cross above and below F r e d e r i c k s b u r g . 
Yesterday there was a very l a r g e f o r c e of Cavalry, L i g h t A r t i l l e r y and I n f a n t r y 
marched up t o the r i g h t , and i f they are s u c c e s s f u l l i n c r o s s i n g , then over we go 
to (probably some way below here however), This i s very sudden the r e s u l t per
haps of the P r e s i d e n t s v i s i t . 

I reed Abbies l e t t e r l a s t evening. I am very glad to hear t h a t your 
own as w e l l as Uncle Waters h e a l t h i s so much b e t t e r , and I t r u s t you w i l l both 
be spared t o see our country r e s t o r e d t o peace & union, and t o enjoy t h a t peace, 
i n h e a l t h f o r many years t o come. 

We were expecting our Paymaster to-day but he has not a r r i v e d perhaps 
he may come to-morrow. A great p o r t i o n of the Army have been p a i d . I t h i n k we 
should have had ours before but we have a new Paymaster. 

I had a l e t t e r from L y d i a l a s t week and i t was so long since I had 
heard d i r e c t from her, I answered i t almost immediately. ,1 am very s o r r y Uncle 
& K i l l could not come down now f o r i t has been the best time I ever saw to see 
the Army. There have been a great many c i t i g e n s down and I am sure they could 
have got through. I b e l i e v e i f I had been able t o get them a pass they would 
have come and am very s o r r y I could not. When I could have done so, Major H a l l e r 
had me i n " A r r e s t " but never mind, although we were p r e t t y good f r i e n d s again 
before he l e f t , I hope he wont come back again, and i f he dont I had j u s t as soon 
serve out our time here as not f o r we have good times now and the men do the 
duty up i n s t y l e too. 10 o.c. P. M. we have no orders yet t o march, but we may 
have, and are a l l ready f o r i t . I f we do I w i l l w r i t e the f i r s t and every chance 
I can get. 

Give my love t o a l l a t home, and t o a l l the Washington Co. f o l k s . And 
b e l i e v e me as ever. 

Your A f f . Nephew 

Waters 



Camp Near Falmouth, Va. 
Wednesday, A p r i l 22nd I863 

Dear Cousin L i b b i e , 

Your l a s t was r e c e i v e d when "on guard", and to save my l i f e I can-not 
f i n d i t now. And consequently i f answered a t random you must excuse i t . I l a s t 
evening r e c e i v e d one from Uncle Waters and s h a l l answer i t t o - n i g h t or to-morrow 
e n c l o s i n g some money probably $300 f o r my-self and $20 f o r another, so he may 
expect i t by express. The regiment was p a i d o f f to-day f o r f o u r months, th a t i s 
up t o the 28th day of February, I t was by the greatest good fortune that we got 
p a i d before t h i s move commences, and as one of our o f f i c e r s ( L t . Bramhall) goes 
t o Washington to-morrow w i t h a squad of men i n charge of P r i s o n e r s , i t w i l l be 
a good chance f o r a l l , t o send any money they d e s i r e t o , home, I t h i n k now of 
a v a i l i n g myself of the op p o r t u n i t y t o send mine. I wrote t o C a r r i e yesterday, 
and although I can't expect her t o w r i t e as promptly as y o u r s e l f s t i l l I 
expect t o hear from her " i n the course of time", you dont know when she w i l l 
be i n Troy do you? so I can make c a l c u l a t i o n s on w r i t i n g again myself. 

Ev e r y t h i n g i s i n readiness f o r a move and i f necessary a f i g h t , and 
I should not be s u r p r i s e d i f the b a l l opened before d a y l i g h t t o morrow. I 
r e a l l y do hope t h i s campaign w i l l be a s u c c e s s f u l one, f o r we need some-thing 
t o i n f u s e new l i f e i n t o the Country, at t h i s time, I am g l a d t o hear of 
Ephs probable success out west and r e a l l y do hope f o r h i s own and f a m i l y ' s sake, 
t h a t the s p e c u l a t i o n may prove an e n t i r e success. Am a l s o g l a d t o hear by a l l 
of the l a s t l e t t e r s from home of the improved h e a l t h of Aunt Hannah, and hope 
such may be the f u t u r e news i n t h a t r e s p e c t , and i n regard t o a l l of you. As 
f o r myself I could not p o s s i b l y f e e l b e t t e r than j u s t now, w i t h good h e a l t h 
and l o t s of money, and probably a s p i r i t e d campaign about t o open under f a v o r 
able auspices. I r e c e i v e a l l the papers sent by you and Em and i t i s needless 
to say I am "much o b l i g e d " as you know I am. 

Very f o r t u n a t e l y , when a l l the other o f f i c e r s "turned i n " t h e i r w a l l 
t e n t s , we kept ours, i n t e n d i n g t o leave or destroy i t when we moved, i t being 
condemned, so i t w i l l be no l o s s t o us. So we have had the b e n e f i t of i t during 
the l a s t two storms, which w i t h a stove we foraged i n a c a v a l r y camp has made 
us very comfortable. 

With love t o a l l the f a m i l y , and remembrances t o a l l f r i e n d s , I r e 
main as ever. 

Your a f f . c o u s i n , 

Waters 

To Cousin L i b b i e 



My dear Uncle, 

Yours of the l6th I n s t I r e c e i v e d l a s t evening, or ra t h e r the evening 
before l a s t , and as I wrote to L i b b i e i n answer t o her l a s t , I should h a r d l y 
w r i t e now, on l y t h a t we have been p a i d o f f , and a good chance o f f e r i n g to send 
the money t o Washington t o be expressed, so I a v a i l my s e l f of the "chance" and 
as t h i s i s almost a business l e t t e r , I w i l l w r i t e you i n a few days, probably 
not from t h i s camp. Enclosed I send $320.00/100 of -which $300 i s f o r myself and 
$20 i s f o r Peter McDonnell, W i l l you be k i n d enough t o send me an account of how 
my own and a l s o Peters account stands on your books t o date. 

We were p a i d up t o the l a s t of February, l e a v i n g almost two months now 
due but of course we could not be p a i d f o r t h a t time as we have not been mustered 
f o r pay f o r the l a s t two months. That event takes place at the end of every 
second month and w i l l be on the l a s t day of t h i s month. 

I have saved about a hundred d o l l a r s - f o r my own use t h i s time, i t 
i s the most I ever kept, but I t h i n k we are going t o have a p r e t t y rough time. 
I was j u s t about w r i t i n g f o r some money when we heard the Paymaster was on the 
wqy to camp. I had j u s t about l i t t l e debts enough oweing t o me to pay what 
few I owed, something new f o r me even t o owe the s u t l e r but as we expected t o 
be p a i d o f f almost d a i l y , I d i d not w r i t e f o r any money although I thought of 
i t o f t e n . 

About your advice I t h i n k j u s t about as you do, and I s h a l l p r o f i t 
by i t . 

With lo v e t o A l l the f a m i l y and respects t o a l l your-and-my-own f r i e n d s 
I remain, as ever. 

Your A f f . Nephew 

Waters 

Enclosed 
W, W. B. $300.00/100 
P. McD. 20. 

$320,00 

P. S. I wish L i b b i e would send me by m a i l , about f o u r p a i r of those t h i c k 
c o t t o n socks, 

& o b l i g e , 

W -



Yours of the 23rd was r e c e i v e d a l s o l o b b i e s (to night) c o n t a i n i n g the 
other Postage stamps, f o r which t r o u b l e I am very much o b l i g e d t o you both. 

There i s no P a r t i c u l a r news, as I suppose you are doubtless aware ere 
t h i s o f the move, other than t o l e t you know how i t i s w i t h the 93r&. We have 
not as yet moved. The move begun l a s t evening, and t h i s morning, before the 
Rebs knew of any move, they found a whole brigade of Yankees on t h e i r side of 
the r i v e r , the r e s u l t of which was the f i r e i n g of a few v o l l e y s of musketry, and 
the t a k i n g of a hundred and over p r i s o n e r s . Three bridges have been b u i l t and 
i t i s s a i d , t h a t f o u r "army Corps" are across the r i v e r . 

The c r o s s i n g t h i s time was done above and below i n s t e a d of opposite 
the c i t y of Fr e d r i c k s b u r g h . To-night or to-morrow morning the f i g h t w i l l begin 
i n e rnest, and probably t o n i g h t , as we can o c c a s i o n a l l y hear a few shots, and 
I dont t h i n k t h a t Hooker intends t o give them much time t o prepare themselves 
t h i s time. 

There has been but very l i t t l e cannon f i r i n g . 

We are s a i d t o have some gun boats down the R i v e r which f a c i l i t a t e d the 
b u i l d i n g of some of the b r i d g e s . 

You must have been very l o n e l y w h i l e K i l l was gone, I hope he wont 
be d r a f t e d you would break your heart then c e r t a i n . 

I would l i k e t o have been at your "party"- and although there i s no use 
wis h i n g f o r i m p o s s i b l e t i e s s t i l l i f we can whip the Rebs now, there i s no t e l l i n g 
how soon we may a l l be home again, f o r e v e r y t h i n g seems to look f a v o r a b l e f o r the 
union cause. The Rebs are c e r t a i n l y short of r a t i o n , and i f the deserters are 
to be b e l i e v e d , there are a great many i n t h e i r army t h a t dont care about 
f i g h t i n g . 

There was some t r o u b l e yesterday i n the 27th N. Y. Vo l s (2years troops) 
about t h e i r time being n e a r l y up, the r e s u l t was about 75 or 80 of them are i n 
the "guard house" here i n camp, and probably some of them w i l l take a t r i p t o the 
"Dry Tortugas", f o r disobediance of or d e r s . 

I w i l l w r i t e t o L i b b i e i n the morning so as to keep you a l l posted. 
With love t o a l l the f o l k s over home, and respects t o a l l of K i l l s f o l k s , I 
remain w i t h e v e r l a s t i n g love to y o u r s e l f & K i l l . 

As ever 

Your a f f . cousin, 

Waters 

To Em 



9 P. M. 
Camp of 93rd N. Y. V. 
Near Falmouth Va, 
F r i d a y May 1st I863 

Your l a s t , c o n t a i n i n g the Postage Stamps a r r i v e d s a f e l y . I wrote t o 
Em t h a t a movement had begun, i t has, and i s s t i l l i n progress, w i t h more or l e s s 
f i g h t i n g , which has been mostly on the r i g h t . The f o r c e which crossed below i s 
e v i d e n t l y o nly f o r the purpose of h o l d i n g t h e i r main f o r c e t h e r e , w hile our main 
a t t a c k i s made on the r i g h t . There has been considerable f i r e i n g i n t h a t d i r e c 
t i o n t h i s afternoon and i t i s reported t h a t we have a l a r g e f o r c e i n r e a r of t h e i r 
l e f t f l a n k . S t i l l the f i g h t w i l l e v i d e n t l y be a severe one. None the l e s s so 
f a r the delay, the prospect i s v e r y f a i r f o r our succes, the o f f i c e r s a l l f e e l 
c o n f i d e n t , and ever y t h i n g seems i n our f a v o r . 

A l l our regiment but the guard, are ordered to march at 2 O.C. i n the 
morning, w i t h three days r a t i o n s , t o defend and guard a temporary t e l e g r a p h l i n e 
on the other side of the r i v e r , which i t i s feared the Rebel Cavalry w i l l t r y 
t o cut and destroy (a very easy t h i n g to be done) and which would do us great 
damage. I do not know as I am going, but i f p o s s i b l e s h a l l do so, i f so you 
need not be alarmed f o r I do not consider i t very dangerous. We are a l l g l a d 
of the chance f o r a change t o the e v e r l a s t i n g guard duty. I hope I s h a l l go, 
f o r whoever stays behind w i l l be on duty a l l the time u n t i l l the detachment 
r e j o i n s the Hdqrs, 

About that s t o r y of the submarine t e l e g r a p h , i t i s so s t a t e d and be
l i e v e d here 85 I guess was a f a c t , not a t a l l s u r p r i s i n g e i t h e r , but very p o s s i b l e 
indeed. I was down to Falmouth the next day and was t o l d i t by the guards t h e r e . 

The Provost Guard House at Hdwrs has about 300 secesh p r i s o n e r s , taken 
today by our c a v a l r y , w h i l e they were t r y i n g to b u i l d a b r i d g e , above our f o r c e s 
f o r the Rebel (Stuarts) c a v a l r y t o make a dash over, which not at a l l p l e a s i n g 
our c a v a l r y they made a dash and the bridge b u i l d e r s sleep t o - n i g h t i n our guard 
House, 

I was down t o the l e f t t h i s morning and saw some thousands of the Rebs 
i n l i n e of b a t t l e i n easy gun shot of our own l i n e . Tomorrow w i l l probably 
see some warm work I t r u s t w i t h succes t o the Union Arms. 

With love to a l l I am as ever 

Waters 

To Cousin L i b b i e 

P. S. 
Enclosed I send a "Photograph" of our Major, taken on h i s a r r i v a l i n 

Washington, from Richmond. 
W 

Saturday morning - The Detachment to guard the t e l e g r a p h has not gone y e t , I 
dont know yet as I am going or not, W 

9 0. C. Saturday. They are f i g h t i n g l i k e b l a z e s . W 



Your l a s t -was r e c e i v e d , read, and would have been answered ere t h i s , 
but from l a c k of news, other than you have d a i l y i n the papers. The 93rd are 
" j u s t b u l l y " the o n l y e f f e c t s of the f i g h t on them, was i n the shooting of the 
Col's horse the n i g h t we were b u i l d i n g the b r i d g e s . There are detachments of 
our regiment being d a i l y sent to Washington w i t h p r i s o n o r s , and t h i s morning 
there i s a squad goes to Annapolis (Md) to b r i n g on some of our paroled & 
exchanged p r i s o n o r s to t h e i r regiments. That k i n d of duty i s r a t h e r pleasant 
as i t i s a change from the monotony of camp l i f e . I have not been w i t h any of 
the d e t a i l s y e t , but my t u r n w i l l come soon. 

The "Troy Second" s t a r t f o r Albany to-morrow, the boys f e e l p r e t t y 
good over i t , they expect t o have a grand time on t h e i r a r r i v a l i n Troy. I 
saw Genl Carr yesterday he i s i n command of a d i v i s s i o n now and i n a f a i r 
way to get another * on h i s shoulder. I hope he may f o r he i s a good o f f i c e r . 
The prospect i s t h a t we are going to give the Rebs another t r y , the pontoons 
are moving now and I t h i n k the army w i l l cross t o n i g h t wind weather and 
"Genl Lee" p e r m i t t i n g , w i t h what success remains t o be seen. Have not heard 
from R. I . G. i n a long time, but I guess he i s a l l r e g u l a r , somewhat demoralized 
however. 

I r e a l l y do hope Eph w i l l be s u c c e s s f u l ! i n h i s Wabash s p e c u l a t i o n , he 
got out of the Army i n a good time and you b e t t e r b e l i e v e he l e f t a s i c k 
c a p t a i n behind him, 1 saw Jim S e l l e c k and he misses Eph very much, and envies 
him more. 

Give my love t o a l l the f o l k s over the r i v e r , remember me t o a l l your 
f o l k s , t o your secsh neighbours, and a l l . And w i t h e v e r l a s t i n g regards f o r 
y o u r s e l f and Em, I remain as ever. 

Yours T r u l y 

Waters 

To K i l l 



Since r e c e i v i n g your l a s t , there has been nothing of any i n t e r e s t 
to found a r e p l y . E v e r y t h i n g i s j u s t as i t was the day a f t e r the b a t t l e , w i t h 
the army w i t h the 93*"d, we have moved camp, but only t o get b e t t e r ground, and 
but a few rods. Enclosed I send a stone sheep, dog, or something e l s e t h a t I 
found i n l e v e l l i n g o f f the ground f o r our t e n t . You can keep i t , or give i t to 
the c h i l d r e n , i t dont amount t o much any-way, 

I can t e l l you why A l e x Khowlson has not heard from me d i r e c t i s 
because I have not, from him, any you may t e l l him t h a t I should be very happy 
to hear from him - and s h a l l c e r t a i n l y answer h i s f a v o r . 

The Army have a l l eight days r a t i o n s again, and two or three n i g h t s 
the pontoons have been on the move, and we have almost thought t h a t another 
move was about t o begin. I t i s a l l a humbug about the Army being d i s s a t i s f i e d 
and demoralized, f o r i t i s not so . The 6 t h Army Corps do f e e l a l i t t l e sore 
t h a t a f t e r they took the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s i n r e a r of F r e d e r i c k s b u r g , t h a t they 
should be ordered to leave them and j o i n the Army on the r i g h t , when they could 
have h e l d them as w e l l as not. The g r e a t e s t confidence e x i s t s i n Genl Hooker. 
He i s c e r t a i n l y no coward, and t h a t pleases the men and i f needed would cover a 
m u l t i t u d e of other d e f i c i e n c i e s . M c C l e l l a n could have done the same t h a t he 
d i d and i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y would so i f not b e t t e r . 

I t i s reported t h a t Stonewall Jackson i s dead. The Rebels had f u n e r a l 
s e r v i c e s over i n the C i t y l a s t evening or r a t h e r yesterday afternoon a t which 
they had a brass band and a great d e a l of ceremoney. I t i s supposed f o r Jackson. 

I b e l i e v e I acknowledged the r e c e i p t of the s t o c k i n g s , i f I d i d not 
I am very much o b l i g e d . I r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from Abbie l a s t eve, and i f somebody 
w i l l o n l y do something s h a l l answer i t soon. What do you t h i n k of Stonemans 
c a v a l r y r a i d , don't i t r a t h e r take the shine o f f of S t u a r t . One of the men who 
e n l i s t e d i n the 2nd Cav out of our Co. was k i l l e d on the r a i d . Pat, An's 
husband d i d not go as h i s horse was broke down. With love t o Uncle Waters, 
Aunt Hannah Abbie, D e l i g h t the c h i l d r e n and t o Eph when any of you w r i t e . To 
Em & K i l l , and my respects t o a l l , the Park Church f o l k s o l d & young, and b e l i e v e 
me s i n c e r e l y . 

Your a f f . cousin 

Waters 



Dear Cousin Abbie, 

Your k i n d f a v o r of the J t h i n s t was r e c e i v e d and f u l l y a p preciated. 
We have no news of importance, the Army i s s t i l l l y i n g s t i l l . Genl Hooker i s i n 
Washington and a l l i s q u i e t . Our f o r c e s have l a i d a b r i d g e across the r i v e r up 
t o the "United States f o r d " f o r the purpose of b r i n g i n g over our wounded th a t 
f e l l i n t o the hands of the Rebels. One p i e c e of r a t h e r sad news i s , t h a t our 
Major (Cassidy) f e l l , l a s t evening and broke h i s l e g , very bad indeed, w h i l e 
going from Capt Mc Conine's t e n t t o h i s own i n the dark. I t i s a compound 
f r a c t u r e of the ankle and he i s r e a l l y i n a very c r i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n indeed. 
Our Surgeon says i t w i l l be severe on the major. And my o p i n i o n i s t h a t i t w i l l 
u n f i t him f o r s e r v i c e i n the f i e l d . 

The reason why I d i d not mention Mary's l e t t e r , i n one of the others, 
was t h a t I expected to acknowledge i t t o her the next day, but you know we had 
a l i t t l e l i v e l y work j u s t then, and so i t was delayed, not i n t e n t i o n a l l y by me 
however, as I was r e a l l y g l a d to hear from her. And come t o t h i n k of i t I 
b e l i e v e i t was o n l y a couple of days before I d i d w r i t e t o her. 

I have not the s l i g h t e s t i d e a of what the next move w i l l be and there 
i s nothing of i n t e r e s t t o w r i t e . The two-year troops are being sent o f f d a i l y 
as t h e i r time e x p i r e . You have probably heard the Washington Co. f o l k s speak 
of the 123d which was organized at Salem, they were i n the f i g h t over the r i v e r 
and l o s t very h e a v i l y , and l e f t t h e i r " c o l o r s " on the f i e l d , which were re-cap
t u r e d by S i c k l e s corps from the Rebels. Q?he 123d f e e l p r e t t y sore over i t , as 
indeed they may. Remember me t o a l l the young f o l k s of my acquaintance. My 
res p e c t s t o Dominee Robertson and w i f e , and a l l the "park church" f o l k s . 

Give my Love t o Uncle Waters, Aunt Hannah, L i b b i e , Em, K i l l , D e l i g h t , 
the c h i l d r e n , and t o C a r r i e & Job & Lyd & Joe, when you w r i t e & b e l i e v e me as 
ever. 

Your a f f , c o u s i n 

Waters 

To Cousin Abbie 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 
Near Falmouth, Va. 
May 16th 1863 

My Dear Em, 

You may be prompt i n answering " K i l l ' s " l e t t e r , the next day, but I 
answer yours immediatly as i t i s j u s t r e c e i v e d . I n regard to that " e x t r a c t " 
from some newspaper, ( I suppose the Whiz) I d i d not w r i t e i t n e i t h e r do I 
know who i s the author. Uncle Waters was r i g h t i n regard to t h e i r not being 
my sentiments. Although I am s t i l l a great admirer of M c C l e l l a n , s t i l l I b e l i e v e 
i t to be the duty of every one e s p e c i a l l y an o f f i c e r i n the army t o support the 
government, as i d e from p e r s o n a l l i k e s or d i s l i k e s , and am very s o r r y there 
should be a Capt i n the 93rd who t h i n k s d i f f e r a n t l y w h i l e he pockets Uncle 
Sams money once i n two months. 

I have been absent a l l day w i t h a d e t a i l preparing the ground f o r a 
new camp of Hdqrs about a m i l e from here, as i t would be e a s i e r to move to new 
ground, than t o p o l i c e the present camp s u f f i c i e n t to make i t f i t f o r summer 
camping ground. On our r e t u r n t o camp we found the Regt. under orders to go to 
Aquia Creek to do provost duty, as i t appears the Regiment t h a t was there has 
not been doing t h e i r duty i n a s a t i s f a c t o r y manner, but as our Regiment contains 
more men than would be r e q u i r e d , I b e l i e v e now i t i s proposed to send the 5 
companys of the 8th I n f a n t r y (U.S.A.) and put us i n t h e i r p l a c e , and have the 
20th N. Y. S. M. here to do the duty we have been doing. We s h a l l be j u s t as 
much at Hdwrs only our duty w i l l be more, the charge of p r i s o n e r s more immediate
l y under the eye of the Provost M a r s h a l l General, besides we s h a l l get r i d of 
a l l the p o l i c e duty. I dont know f o r c e r t a i n as i t w i l l be so but t h a t i s the 
t a l k , we w i l l obey orders at any r a t e . As there i s at present no prospect of 
my haveing any more of those photographs, although I have some promised, I send 
you a p i c t u r e of our t e n t and the three o f f i c e r s of Co "C" which we had taken 
l a s t evening j u s t a t "sun down". The I n t e l l i g e n t c o n - d i v i d u a l i n the back ground 
i s the best n i g g a r i n V i r g i n i a . I o nly wish I had a hundred j u s t such. 

S° Miss Ginnie i s coming up t o v i s i t west Troy again, Mary w i l l have 
to look out f o r her beaux, as Lewis my change h i s mind. I guess not however 
f o r I t h i n k Mary i s j u s t the n i c e s t g i r l i n the whole l o t . Ginnie excepted of 
course. She must have her eye on somebody however she comes up so o f t e n . 

We heard how s e v e r e l y you were a l l f o o l e d i n M c C l e l l a n s route to the 
Rebel C a p i t o l , we d i d not hear any such report here, e s p e c i a l l y i n regard to 
t h i s army f i g h t i n g , but any one who t h i n k s t h i s army i s not i n f i g h t i n g t r i m 
are e i t h e r ignorant or malignant, or d e s i r e to make c a p i t a l f o r McC- a t the ex
pense of Hooker, 

My regards t o the young l a d i e s next door who were k i n d enough t o remember 
me, a l s o t o Miss Ginnie 8c Tate on t h e i r a r r i v a l . Give my love to a l l the f o l k s 
over home, remember me t o a l l of K i l l s f o l k s and the Union V i l l a g e r s when you 
w r i t e , and b e l i e v e me w i t h continued love and esteem f o r y o u r s e l f and K i l l , as ever 

Your Cousin 
Waters 

P. S. Bob G. l i e s about h i s h e a r i n g from me once or twice a week. I have n e i t h e r 
reed nor w r i t t e n a l e t t e r t o him i n s i x weeks and he i s always f i n d i n g f a u l t be
cause I always wait f o r him to w r i t e , he i s j u s t the greatest Bob 8c Humbug of the 
age. W 

We have j u s t had t o r e l i e v e the 8th I n f t y guard, so i t i s c e r t a i n then we are 
to take t h e i r p l a c e , i t i s a good p l a c e , and I am g l a d of i t . W -



Your l e t t e r w r i t t e n on Sunday l a s t , d i d not a r r i v e u n t i l l l a s t evening, 
w h i l e the papers d i d a n i g h t or two b e f o r e . In one of the Troy papers I f i n d a 
paragraph which I enclose, and I w i l l bet anything i t i s taken from my l a s t l e t t e r 
t o you. I f i t was I hope you do not i n t e n d to make a p r a c t i c e of l e t t i n g them 
make e x t r a c t s from my l e t t e r s , although t h a t one i s no harm, even i f i t was from 
one of mine. I should have w r i t t e n t o Uncle Waters t h i s week and i n f a c t was on 
the p o i n t of doing so two or three times but have not done so merely from a l a c k 
of news of any s o r t . We have moved camp during the past week but o n l y about a 
m i l e , j u s t f o r the sake of g e t t i n g "new ground", and the o l d name of Camp near 
Falmouth i s s t i l l r e t a i n e d . We are encamped t h i s time r i g h t i n the woods, and are 
as c o o l and comfortable as the p r e t t y warm weather w i l l permit. The 22nd & 
30th N. Y. which you remember encamped at Batestown, are expecting to s t a r t f o r 
home t h i s week. Walter F i l l m a n i s now i n our camp, he i s a Capt s t i l l , 

I am g l a d t h a t Troy gave the 2nd such a g l o r i o u s r e c e p t i o n f o r they 
c e r t a i n l y deserved i t . One of our Capts gave the L t C o l of the 20th N, Y, 
" f i t s " f o r saying t h a t the 2nd ran a t the b a t t l e over a t C h a n c e l l o r v i l l e and 
I guess i f i t had not been f o r others something serious might have happened. 

One day l a s t week our " l i n e o f f i c e r s " got together, and i n a p e t i t i o n 
t o , very p o l i t e l y asked him to r e s i g n , but I am a f r a i d he e i t h e r 
cant or e l s e wont "see i t " ; every o f f i c e r i n the " l i n e " signed i t but one. I t 
cant be very f l a t t e r i n g t o him any way, as he must be p r e t t y w e l l s a t i s - f i e d , as 
to what the o f f i c e r s t h i n k of him. I f we were on any duty t h a t would r e q u i r e h i s 
s e r v i c e s , we could soon get r i d of him, as he would be c e r t a i n t o do what ever 
he d i d , wrong, but now he has nothing to do. 

Enclosed I send you two more photographs one of a Capt i n our 
Regt t j i a t was dismissed l a s t summer, and of a f i r s t L i e u t i n Co "B" he i s here 
now. 

Capt Barnes w i f e i s s i c k , and he t a l k s of g e t t i n g a f u r l o u g h to go 
home, but i f he succedes, i t w i l l be f o r so short a time t h a t he w i l l have to 
h u r r y around. 

You can't expect me t o w r i t e as long a l e t t e r as you d i d , because no one 
has done anything t o w r i t e about. The army are j u s t as they were and are ready 
f o r the word t o move. As f o r myself, I am w e l l , as u s u a l , and hope to keep so. 

Give my love t o a l l , Uncle, Aunt, Abbie, Em, K i l l , D e l i g h t , Eph and a l l , 
remember me to a l l e n q u i r i n g f r i e n d s , and b e l i e v e me as ever. 

Your a f f , Cousin 

Waters 

To L i b b i e 



Dear Uncle, 

Yours of the 22nd came t o hand l a s t evening. I should have w r i t t e n 
you, without w a i t i n g f o r you t o w r i t e but as I was about t o w r i t e you along would 
come a l e t t e r from one o f the g i r l s , and to answer them r e q u i r e d a l l the news 
a f l o a t . We are s t i l l at Hdqrs as the order send us to Aquia Creek was counter
manded and the 8th I n f a n t r y went i n our p l a c e , and we have been doing t h e i r duty 
too. They are to be back t o - n i g h t , as i t was only temporary t h e i r going at a l l , 
because j u s t as there was such a number of 2 year regiments going home, some of 
the men who had e n l i s t e d i n them f o r 3 years, were t r y i n g t o get o f f too. 

General Hooker i s j u s t returned from Washington, and the p r o b a b i l i t y i s 
t h a t the army w i l l make a move immediately, to prevent the r e b e l s from drawing 
o f f t h e i r f o r c e s to r e i n f o r c e t h e i r other armies, and i f they have al r e a d y drawn 
o f f any of t h e i r f o r c e , to whip them i f p o s s i b l e . 

L i b b i e enquired as t o the number of cannon the army l e f t across the 
r i v e r . I could not t e l l when I wrote her but have since a s c e r t a i n e d from Capt 
F l a g l e r , the Ordinance o f f i c e r of t h i s army, t h a t we l o s t e i g h t guns & captured 
Nine, t h a t i s h i s o f f i c i a l r e p o r t , and i s r e l i a b l e . 

I have j u s t r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from Mary and w i l l answer soon. Enclosed 
I send you an order which was read on dress parade today. As you w i l l probably 
hear of i t , you may as w e l l know the f a c t s i n the case, but need not show or keep 
the order. 

Capt Barnes has made an a p p l i c a t i o n f o r 20 days f u r l o u g h , but f a i l e d , 
as s i n c e the news from Vicksburgh we are l i k e l y t o move any minute and a l l 
"leaves of absence" are stopped f o r the present. 

I am g l a d we d i d not go t o Aquia Creek, f o r i f we should be s t a t i o n e d 
there a l l summer i t would not be very p l e a s a n t , as i t i s very unhealthy, a l l the 
d r i n k i n g water has t o be brought from Potomac Creek, about e i g h t m i l e s . 

The prospect i s we s h a l l soon get two months pay again, probably w i t h i n 
a f o r t n i g h t . 

With love to A l l Aunt Hannah L i b Abbie Em K i l l D e l i g h t , Eph & the 
c h i l d r e n & t o a l l the Washington County f o l k s when you w r i t e , a l s o a l l of my 
f r i e n d s i n Troy. I remain as ever, 

Your A f f . Nephew, 

W. W. Braman 

To Uncle Waters 
Troy 



Dear Uncle, 

Enclosed I send a check on the " A s s i s t a n t Treasurer" at New York f o r 
Two Hundred & f i f t e e n D o l l a r s (215.00) of which you w i l l please pay t o Mr. 
McConihe, who w i l l c a l l f o r i t , S i x t y f i v e (65) D o l l a r s , which Capt McConihe 
d e s i r e d me t o send as he had al r e a d y got a check f o r h i s own, the balance $150.00 
please place t o my c r e d i t . I t i s needless t o say t h a t we were yesterday p a i d f o r 
two months, to A p r i l 30^11. 

There i s not the s l i g h t e s t news. One sergeant Fred Myers returned 
yesterday and of course I r e c e i v e d a l l the a r t i c l e s sent, f o r which I am much 
o b l i g e d , t o a l l . The sergeant i s one of the best men i n our Co, and indeed i n 
the regiment, he i s the Color Bearer. I am glad you i n v i t e d him down t o the 
house, and he was much pleased, he t h i n k s you are about r i g h t * I have Capt 
McConihe some of the cake and he complimented i t h i g h l y , Fred would make me 
take the Brandy, and I w i l l keep i t f o r s i c k n e s s . I f e a r i t w i l l be needless, 
but there i s no danger of i t s p o i l i n g I n the army. 

I am w e l l , and hope your h e a l t h continues good, and w i l l f o r years 
t o come. With Love t o a l l Aunt, L i b , Abbie, D e l i g h t , Eph, the c h i l d r e n , Em & 
K i l l and a l l . Hoping t o w i t h you, a t some f u t u r e day I remain as ever. 

Your a f f Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 

To Uncle Waters 

P. S. W i l l w r i t e t o Mary i n a day or so. McDonnell d i d not send any t h i s time. 
In haste, 

Waters 

Capt McConihe $65.00 
W. W. B. 150.00 

$215.00 



Yours, complaining of my negligence was r e c e i v e d i n due time. 
The f a c t i s , your l e t t e r before t h i s ( w r i t t e n on Sunday) was f i v e days 
on the route, and I was impatient myself, although I a s c r i b e d i t to 
something besides negligence. 

Our f o r c e s are again across the r i v e r , and are now f i g h t i n g 
as hard as they can. I t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t the Rebels are drawing o f f 
a p o r t i o n , i f not a l l o f t h e i r f o r c e s , and I should not be s u r p r i s e d i f 
we got orders t o march before morning. We are already f o r i t , the 
Army has moved. 

You may be sure t h a t F r e d Myers would say a good word f o r me, 
and i f you had given him a hundred pounds t o b r i n g , he would c e r t a i n l y 
t r y i t . I don't b e l i e v e I ever went on P i c k e t or on any other dangerous 
duty w h i l e we were i n a brigade, without he went along. He t h i n k s the 
s u b s c r i b e r i s a l l r i g h t and I would l i k e t o see anyone could make him 
t h i n k otherwise. I d i d get h i s f u r l o u g h through f o r him, and i f he had 
waited twenty*-four hours, nary one would he have got. He d i d not want 
to go i n the w i n t e r when the furloughs were being given, but h i s s i s t e r 
was not expected to l i v e , and he was f e e l i n g p r e t t y bad about I t , and 
so we t r i e d the f u r l o u g h and succeeded. And to hear him you would t h i n k 
he c o u l d never say enough t o show h i s o b l i g a t i o n t o me. His s i s t e r i s 
b e t t e r now but w i t h consumption her l i f e i s very u n c e r t a i n . I t h i n k 
the world of F r e d , too, and hope t o see him wear shoulder s t r a p s soon; 
i f I can do i t , he w i l l . I am much o b l i g e d t o you and Em f o r the t h i n g s . 
He would make me take the Brandy, and I have got i t s a f e , and i f the 
cork stays i n t i l l I want some of i t , I t h i n k i t would be i n at the end 
of the war; but the chances a r e , t h a t I t w i l l be u s e f u l t o some one and 
away i t goes, and i f I wanted i t myself, would t r y some but I never d i d 
take very k i n d l y t o medicine of any s o r t , and thank the Lord I am i n 
a h i g h l y convalescent s t a t e of h e a l t h and hope t o remain so. 

We got our pay about a week ago. We have another new pay
master, a great improvement on e i t h e r of the others; we got our pay t h i s 
time p r e t t y prompt and wont get i t so quick again, f o r we wont be 
mustered f o r pay u n t i l l the l a s t of t h i s month. 

I f t h i s move amounts t o anything, I w i l l w r i t e to Em tomorrow. 

With love t o a l l , Uncle, Aunt, Abbie, D e l i g h t , the c h i l d r e n , 
Em and R i l l , and to C a r r i e , Job, Lyd and Joe and t o L i t t l e Abbie when 
you w r i t e , I remain as ever, 

Your a f f . Cousin, 
WATERS. 

TO LIB. 
P. S. The army i s c r o s s i n g as f a s t as p o s s i b l e ; we s h a l l 

probably have t o go down to help b u i l d some b r i d g e s ; the Rebs show f i g h t . 
W. 

Remember me t o a l l the young f o l k s . 
W. 

C O P Y 



Dear Cousin Abbie, 

We are a l l packed up, and expecting t o move a t day l i g h t i n the 
morning. Yours of (the date I f o r g e t as the l e t t e r i s packed up) was r e c e i v e d . 
What t h i s move i s , I can not t e l l . We s t i l l have f o r c e s across the R i v e r below 
here, and so have the Rebels, yet we are expecting t o march towards C o t l e t s 
S t a t i o n on the orange and A l e x a n d r i a R a i l Road. I t i s c e r t a i n t h i s p o s i t i o n i s 
not t o be abandoned as we are l e a v i n g f o r c e s , and a l l the s i c k behind us. The 
d e t a i l f o r t a k i n g down the Hdqrs t e n t s i s a l r e a d y made, so we are going c e r t a i n . 
I r e c e i v e d L i b b i e s l a s t , yesterday. 

Our Major i s s t i l l a t Washington w i t h h i s s i c k l e g , and i f he i s not 
going to r e t u r n I wish he would r e s i g n , f o r Capt Barnes being the Senior Capt 
would give me a chance, i f he stepped up a peg, as he undoubtedly w i l l i f the 
vacancy occurs. 

There i s no news of any k i n d , but what you have i n the papers as soon 
as we do. I am w e l l and ready f o r the march, or any-thing t h a t may happen t o the 
93rd. 

We have had continued dry weather f o r some time back, and i s very dusty 
on the road's, but i t looks l i k e r a i n and I guess the dust w i l l be s e t t l e d by 
morning, 

I hope you w i l l a l l have a good time on your t r i p down the r i v e r , I 
should t h i n k i t j u s t the t h i n g f o r Aunt Hannah and hope she w i l l go and enjoy 
h e r s e l f and r e t u r n i n b e t t e r h e a l t h than ever, I t h i n k i t would do Uncle Waters 
good i f he went along t o o . 

Does Mr Knight make as good a Superintendant as he t o , does 
Alexander s t i l l occupy the l o f t y p o s i t i o n of S c r a t c h e t a r y , I hope you w i l l have 
more teachers, you must draw i n some of the l a t e l y r e t u r ned Sogers, i f t h e i r 
morals are not to much corrupted i n the army, they would make good teachers, 
they c o u l d t e l l the young ones such s t o r i e s . Give my love t o a l l the f o l k s , 
and remember me t o a l l the Park Church f o l k s , & b e l i e v e me as ever. 

Your a f f , Cousin 

Waters 

( i n haste) 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 
At F a i r f a x S t a t i o n 
June 16th I863 

This i s the f i r s t chance t o w r i t e since we s t a r t e d from Falmouth, 
on Sunday morning a t d a y l i g h t . I wrote t o Abbie j u s t before we began to take 
down the Hdqrs t e n t s , but as the m a i l s must n e c e s s a r i l y be i r r e g u l a r , I f e a r 
she has not yet r e c e i v e d i t . We marched b r i n g i n g e verything, and a l l the s i c k , 
the f i r s t day came twenty-one m i l e s , yesterday, about nineteen and to-day about 
nine m i l e s , to t h i s p l a c e , we expect t o march i n the morning, by d a y l i g h t , and 
have been to-day sending o f f a l l baggage t h a t could be p o s s i b l y dispensed w i t h . 

We do not know where we are to go to from here, I guess towards Lees-
burgh and then f o l l o w the Rebels up. The excitement i s great i n Washington 
and doubtless a l l through the n o r t h . I hope the n o r t h w i l l at l a s t see the 
n e c e s s i t y of supporting the government and i f necessary submit to a d r a f t . 

The Rebels must have an immense f o r c e as we l e f t f u l l as many behind 
at F r edericksburgh as a t the time of the l a s t b a t t l e , t h e i r f o r c e i s s a i d t o 
be two hundred thousand men, i f the m i l i t i a of Pensylvania are t o a t t a c k them i n 
f r o n t , we c e r t a i n l y w i l l give them f i t s i n t h e i r r e a r . T h e i r c a v a l r y f o l l o w e d 
us c l o s e on the march u n t i l l we crossed the Occaquon Creek, and there was b a r e l y 
time t o take up the Pontoons ere they were t h e r e . The march was very severe 
on the men, as i t was our f i r s t long march i n over seven months, and i t was 
t e r r i b l e hot, and we were o b l i g e d t o march i n r e a r of the t r a i n , (as from there 
the danger was t o come i f at a l l ) and t h a t of course made i t very dusty. Our 
Army brought away every k i n d o f property, even t o the condemned mules & horses 
we had a drove of c a t t l e along w i t h us w i t h only f i f t e e n hundred head of c a t t l e 
i n i t , a l l the p r o p e r t y at Aquia Creek was saved, of every d e s c r i p t i o n , 

A great many i n the Army w i l l be and now are s i c k from the excessive 
marching, s t i l l I am i n hopes we s h a l l be able t o whip the Rebels, Although 
they are double the Army of the Potomac i n number, t h a t i s w i t h the a i d we s h a l l 
r e c e i v e from the h a s t i l y r a i s e d troops from Pa, & N, Y. At any r a t e be you 
c e r t a i n the Army of the P — w i l l s t r a i n every nerve and have the f u l l e s t 
confidence i n Genl, Hooker, to do a l l p o s s i b l e i n human power to do, and l e t 
us hope f o r the b e s t . The army are not much scared i f the n o r t h and the 
Washington o f f i c i a l s a re, I w i l l w r i t e to you every chance I can get, and dont 
be alarmed f o r me I stood the march t i p - t o p and never f e l t b e t t e r i n my l i f e . 

With love t o Uncle Aunt, Abbie D e l i g h t the c h i l d r e n Em 8s K i l l , and to 
Lyd 8s Joe, C a r r i e 85 Job and a l l the Washington County f o l k s when you w r i t e , I 
remain as ever I hope to w h i l e there i s breath i n my body. 

Your a f f coz. 

Waters 

To L i b 

T h i s i s not much of an answer t o yours, but you know I am w e l l , a t l e a s t and I 
w i l l t r y and answer yours i n my next. Good n i g h t — W, 



Camp of 93rd N-. Y, V o l s . 
Near F a i r f a x C. E. 
June 21st I863 

Dear Uncle, 

In w r i t i n g to the others of the f a m i l y I f e a r I have somewhat 
neglected you, but i t i s not i n t e n t i o n a l on my p a r t , 

Headqrs i s encamped about a m i l e from F a i r f a x Court House on the 
road t o C e n t r e v i l l e the d i r e c t route t o B u l l R i v e r where i t i s expected the 
next great b a t t l e w i l l come o f f . I n f a c t we can hear cannonading i n t h a t 
d i r e c t i o n t h i s morning. The most of the f i g h t i n g so f a r since the Army l e f t 
Falmouth has been by the Cavalry. The 93rd had q u i t e a number of men gobbled 
up by the r e b e l s on t h a t march. A l s o two or three of the o f f i c e r s from headqrs 
were taken p r i s o n e r s . 

C o l . Crocker has gone t o Washington s i c k (so am I j u s t as much), he 
i s t r i c k y and there can be no r e l i a n c e p l a c e d on h i s word now days, he dont 
take much I n t e r e s t i n the regiment, and would sooner hang around hdqrs than do so. 

Enclosed I send Fourteen D o l l a r s which I wish you to c r e d i t to Peter 
McDonnell, he d i d not give i t to me u n t i l l j u s t before we came on the march or 
I should have sent i t b e f o r e . And now I t h i n k of i t i f L i b b i e has not got an 
Album I wish you would get a n i c e one, and have i t mar- w i t h her name, and give 
i t t o her, f o r me, get as n i c e an one as you can, and charge i t t o my account. 

Captain Barnes t a l k s some of r e s i g n i n g , but as he i s the s e n i o r Capt 
and there i s a p o s s i b i l i t y of Major Cassidy never re c o v e r i n g so as t o resume h i s 
d u t i e s i n the f i e l d , I t h i n k he w i l l h o l d on u n t i l l t h a t i s decided, I know he 
wants t o be at home as h i s w i f e i s v e r y poor i n h e a l t h and i s a t him c o n t i n u a l l y , 
s t i l l I t h i n k he would l i k e t o be Major f i r s t . 

I do not know who w i l l be Command't of the Post i n the absence of the 
C o l . but do not t h i n k I t w i l l make any d i f f e r e n c e or change w i t h us. 

We are o n l y about F i f t e e n or s i x t e e n m i l e s from Washington, but are 
under orders t o march towards! Leesburg, and are not l i k e l y t o get much nearer, 
and I hope we may not be compelled t o go any there w i t h the Army. I hope the p l a i n 
of Manassas so o f t e n f a t a l t o our arms w i l l t h i s time witness a g l o r i o u s v i c t o r y 
f o r us. 

With lov e to Aunt, L i b , Abbie, Em, K i l l D e l i g h t & Eph and f a m i l y , and 
t o a l l the f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , I remain as ever, 

Your a f f . Nephew, 

Waters 

( i n haste) 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 
Near F r e d e r i c k C i t y MD. 
June 28/63 

Your l a s t , I r e c e i v e d w h i l e at F a i r f a x Court House j u s t before 
s t a r t i n g , which place we l e f t day before yesterday, and marched the f i r s t day 
T h i r t y - t h r e e m i l e s t o P o o l s v i l l e , Md, and yesterday Twenty one mi l e s t o t h i s 
p l a c e . The 93rd beat the 8th I n f a n t r y about t e n m i l e s , the f i r s t day we were 
expecting the t r a i n would be attacked by the G u e r r i l l a s , and a c c o r d i n g l y , one 
of the Captains (Smith) & myself had charge of an advance guard and marched 
about a m i l e ahead of the t r a i n but nary g o r r i l d i d we see. This march has 
been the longest the 93rd ever made i n two consecutive days. This country i s 
b e a u t i f u l the c i t y i s d i t t o , and the g i r l s l i k e w i s e . I am going t o church 
t h i s morning, the f i r s t time since l e a v i n g Troy, f o r the only time we have 
had r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s s i n c e , I was on guard. 

The Rebs are s a i d t o be at South Mountain and Antietam , and are 
s a i d t o be i n f o r c e . I dont b e l i e v e Lee means t o f i g h t Hooker, but w i l l c a r r y 
o f f a l l h i s plunder from P.a. and t h i s s t a t e , f o r the county where they are i s 
j u s t as l o y a l , and I t h i n k more so, than Rensselear County N. Y. and they w i l l 
be sure t o s t e a l a l l they can from the i n h a b i t a n t s . 

This move leaves me behind hand w i t h my l e t t e r s f o r I owe Mary and 
K i l l each one, but w i l l w r i t e t o one of them t o morrow, i f I hear any news or 
know where we are going t o . I t h i n k some we s h a l l move tomorrow again. General 
Hooker went on t o Harpers f e r r y yesterday. There may be a chance f o r him to 
t r y the same ground t h a t L i t t l e Mc d i d , and perhaps he may do b e t t e r , I hope so, 
but i f he does as w e l l I s h a l l be s a t i s f i e d . 

Give my love t o a l l Uncle, Aunt, Abbie, D e l i g h t , Eph & f a m i l y , Em K i l l 
& f a m i l y , and the Union V i l l i a g e f o l k s when you w r i t e , and b e l i e v e me as ever. 

Your a f f Cousin 

Waters 

To L i b b i e 

You must excuse t h i s b e i n g so shor t , but the others are w a i t i n g f o r me t o go 
t o church. W — 



F r i e n d K i l l , 

Have you got the s i d e - c u t f o r t i f i e d , i f not I t h i n k you had b e t t e r 
begin, and i n about a week of such marching as we have had l a t e l y the 93rd can 
defend the works, we are w i t h i n a m i l e or so of the Pensylvania l i n e . But we 
are tough, and f o r myself I f e e l b e t t e r than I d i d i n camp a t Falmouth. We 
can get a l l we want t o eat at every house (no god forsaken V e r g i n i a about t h i s 
s tate) and there i s no end t o c h e r r i e s along the road. This i s j u s t a b u l l y 
s t a t e f o r n i c e farms and handsome women, and they are Union t o the Back-bone. 
The Army never was through t h i s p a r t o f the s t a t e and they t h i n k i t a b i g 
t h i n g , and t h a t we are going t o d r i v e Johny Reb r i g h t back. I hope so, but am 
mighty a f r a i d he w i l l c r awl out (with a l l h i s plunder) through some h o l e , and 
p u l l the hole a f t e r him, and we be none the w i s e r u n t i l l he i s gone, I only 
hope they w i l l f i g h t , t h a t s a l l . 

I dont have any t h i n g t o say about Uncle Joe being r e l i e v e d of h i s 
command, b e t t e r men than he have s u f f e r e d the same f a t e and have l i v e d through 
i t . I t h i n k the 93**d w i l l s u r v i v e t h i s change i n the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , a l s o . 
Who do you t h i n k I came across yesterday? (John , who you remember ran 
away from me the day we l e f t Albany), on the march from F r e d e r i c k C i t y M.D. to 
Middle-burg, and of course he recognized me and I him and we made up the o l d 
a f f a i r , and I have taken him as belonging to our company, and regiment, and having 
a p r i o r c l a i m t o the one (the 102nd N Y) which he was i n s h a l l keep him, he says 
he i s s a t i s f i e d and wanted o f t e n t o r e t u r n but f o r , what I had w r i t t e n home I 
would do i f I ever caught him, he was a f r a i d t o make h i m s e l f known. But 
now he says he means to be a good s o l d i e r and w i l l do h i s duty (and he can do i f 
he says he w i l l ) and wants t o come back t o Troy a l l r i g h t , w i t h h i s name a l l f r e e 
from the charge of d e s e r t i n g . 

The f a c t s of h i s running away were these. H i s f r i e n d s i n Albany, by 
name Cox, got him drunk and kept him so, and when he got over i t he s t a r t e d f o r 
N, Y. to j o i n us, and they f o l l o w e d him and got him on another spree and before 
he got over t h a t we were gone t o Washington then they made him b e l i e v e from what 
I had w r i t t e n home t h a t , I would do the worst I could i f I ever caught him, and 
he r e i n l i s t e d t o get r i d of them, and here he i s , and a l l r i g h t a t l a s t , and 
I b e l i e v e means t o be a good s o l d i e r , he has been i n a couple of b a t t l e s too i n 
t h a t regiment. (How are you gun boat.) 

Enclosed I send you a genuine secesh b i l l i s s u e d by J . Davis & Co. 
at Richmond C. S. A. 

I dont know any war news, when the next f i g h t w i l l be, or any t h i n g even 
where I w i l l be myself tomorrow, but I am here now, never f e l t b e t t e r i n my 
l i f e , and hope t o f e e l so and perhaps more. 

We were t o day mustered f o r two months pay, and besides moveing Hdqrs 
7 m i l e s i n the r a i n , have had t o make out f o u r pay r o l l s of the company, by the 
way i t has r a i n e d every day we have marched f o r the past t e n days - but t h a t i s 
much b e t t e r than sunshine and the accompanying dust. 



Remember me to a l l your f a m i l y over to 4th S t r e e t , t o your f a i r 
neighbors, and t o the O r i g i n a l Robt. and a l l . Give my love to a l l the f o l k s 
over home, and -with the kindes t -wish f o r the h e a l t h & welfare of y o u r s e l f Em 
and f a m i l y . 

I remain as ever 

Waters 

To A J Rousseau Esq. 
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