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LETTERS -written ¥-11116 i n s e r v i c e 

WATERS WHIPPLE BRAMAN 

E n l i s t e d at Troy, N. Y., December Jth, l 8 6 l , f o r 
a p e r i o d of Three Years - Age 21 y r s . 

Mustered i n January 3 0 t h , 1862, as F i r s t Lieutenant 
w i t h rank from January 15th, 1862, 
Co. C, 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 

T r a n s f e r r e d t o Co. H, A p r i l 3rd, 186*1- f o r promotion t o 
Captaincy, w i t h rank from March 23rd, 186^, 
v i c e Captain Hiram S. Wilson, deceased. 

Mustered out January l ^ t h , 1865 ( E x p i r a t i o n of term 
of e n l i s t m e n t ) , as Captain, w i t h rank of 
Brevet Major N. Y. V o l s , 

3rd D i v . 2nd Army Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

S e r v i c e : 3 y r s . , 1 mo., and 1 wk. 



Harrisons P o i n t 'Landing, Va. 
James R i v e r , J u l y kth, 1862 

Dear L i b b i e : 

Almost two weeks have passed and now I am 
only j u s t answering your l e t t e r , not from negligance or 
f o r g e t f u l l n e s s but from l a c k of time. When your l e t t e r 
came I was a t White House enjoying myself but there i s no 
White House now & on l y r u i n s where i t was. According t o 
orders from Genl. M c C l e l l a n - Gen. Casey came t o White House 
to take command of the evacuation and I was ordered t o s e l e c t 
t h i r t y men from the 93& Regt - 20 men from the 6 t h Pa. V. 
& 12 cav. from the 11th Pa. V. Cav. t o act as Provost Guard 
and ordered t o r e p o r t them & myself t o Gen. Casey which I 
d i d a c c o r d i n g l y . In the scamper (masterly Retreat) the 
93d came down t o F o r t r e s s Monroe on the Knickerbocker and 
from there up the James R i v e r t o t h i s p l a c e where they landed 
and l e f t me & the 30 men from the 93d s t i l l on the boat 
where I am a t present moment a c t i n g as AAQM f o r Gen, 
Casey. I understand the boat i s t o be turned over t o the 
S a n i t a r y Commission again and we are t o go ashore immediately 
I do not know i f I s h a l l r e p o r t back t o my Regt. or be detained 
on the S t a f f o f Gen. Casey. I don't care which. The 93d 
i s t o be again u n i t e d and are ordered t o j o i n P i c k s D i v i s i o n 
I do not know what Brigade. Our Army, or r a t h e r the r i g h t 
of i t , have r e t r e a t e d before s u p e r i o r numbers and the base 
of operations i s the famous James R i v e r . The l o s s on both 
sides has been heavy. The mud here i s a t l e a s t a f o o t i n 
depth and i t i s t e r r i b l e t o see the wounded & other s o l d i e r s 
l y i n g r i g h t i n i t . Today I saw the Gun Boats, among 
which was the Monitor, f i r e some shots from t h e i r b iggest 
guns which appear t o be very n i c e p l a y t h i n g s . I am s o r r y 
the few t h i n g s I sent home have caused so much bragging 
and perhaps hard f e e l i n g . I am sure I never intended them 
to have such an e f f e c t . 

Give my love t o a l l f r i e n d s , Hemale and Shemale 
and t o Em & K i l l & t o a l l the f o l k s a t Union V i l l a g e and a t 
home & b e l i e v e me as ever, 

Your a f f e c . Cousin 

Waters 



Harrisons Landing 
V i r g i n i a , J u l y 8 t h , 1862 

Dear Em: 

Since w r i t i n g t o you l a s t the 93d Regt. 
& myself have seen various changes having evacuated White 
House and been f l o a t i n g around on the steamer Knickerbocker 
to F o r t r e s s Monroe and here a t the time of the Schedadle 
I was a c t i n g as AAQM f o r Gen. Casey and you had b e t t e r 
b e l i e v e I was busy enough. I was* f i x e d the best I had 
been y e t at the time. I had my quarters i n the grounds 
of the White House and was having s p l e n d i d times when we were 
ordered t o j o i n P i c k s D i v i s i o n w i t h the whole Regiment, 
but M c C l e l l a n would not l e t the other companies from there 
go and so the r e s t of the Regt. i s ordered back here and i s 
doing the same duty as we were a t the White House. As 
f o r myself, I was h a l f way i n c l i n e d t o stay w i t h Gen. Casey 
but he was ordered t o take command of McCalls D i v , and I 
concluded t o j o i n the Regt. and s t a r t e d w i t h the provost 
guard but was ordered to guard some Q.M. stores & have been 
at i t n i g h t & day, & am to be provost guard here now t h a t 
the r e s t o f our Regt. i s here t o guard the s t o r e s . 

I wish you & K a i l had been here l a s t evening 
f o r we had a p a r t y on a tug boat and went on board of the 
Monitor, Galena & other of our own Gun Boats & the Teazer, 
Rebel Gun Boat l a t e l y captured above here. We had a 
sp l e n d i d s a i l . I am about the same distance from F o r t r e s s 
Monroe & Richmond but am o n l y about k or 3 m i l e s from the 
f r o n t o f the army,'and i n f a c t there are so many troops here 
we are i n the very midst of them. I f K i l l w i l l come down 
he can come here e a s i e r than he cou l d t o White House and I 
can assure him a t i p - t o p r e c e p t i o n , as I have n i c e quarters 
down at the l a n d i n g & L t . C o l . B u t l e r the Provost M a r s h a l l & 
C o l . Rotch who i s on Gov. Morgan's s t a f f and myself have a 
mess together & the Provost Guard manage t o l i v e cheap & w e l l . 

I sent a day or two ago by Major Evens, l a t e l y 
our C h i e f Musician, a Revolver taken from a Sesesh Major a t 
the B a t t l e of Williamsburgh t o K i l l , a book from White House 
to you & a cup & some buttons t o L i b . The p a i r of crossed 
sabres I want kept as they were given t o me by a very p a r t i c u l a r 
f r i e n d . E v e r y t h i n g at the White House was destroyed even 
the House i t s e l f and a l l the books, & c. Hoping t o hear from 
you soon & i f p o s s i b l e see K i l l o r both of you, & w i t h love t o 
a l l , I am as ever, 

Your a f f e c . Coz, 

Waters 

Gen. Casey has since gone home f o r some reason or other as I 
learned from L i e u t . F o s t e r , who i s now on Gen. McC l e l l a n ' s s t a f f . 
My res p e c t s t o a l l the young l a d i e s . 

W. 

62 



Dear Uncle & Cousin: 

Your l a s t was r e c e i v e d i n due time, i n f a c t 
I have more l e t t e r s than I can very w e l l answer. 

Yesterday I was out to the f r o n t and out on a 
l i t t l e recconnaisance and we took two p r i s o n e r s and found o n l y 
about 12,000 Rebels about k m i l e s out. I went t o see i f I 
could f i n d Wm. or e l s e f i n d out something about him. I had 
some t r o u b l e t o f i n d the Regt, and when I d i d i t was out f o r 
a s k i r m i s h . I saw Capt. Norton i n whose company he was and 
he says t h a t Wm. was taken p r i s o n e r a week ago l a s t F r i d a y . 
He was sent down t o Savages S t a t i o n t o see about g e t t i n g o f f 
some s i c k from the " H o s p i t a l " there and was taken p r i s o n e r a t 
that" place and I t h i n k he i s now i n Richmond. Never mind, he 
won't be as l i k e l y t o get shot as he would here and i t would 
be worse f o r him t o be k i l l e d than me f o r he has a w i f e t o 
support. I wish you would w r i t e the news to Lyd i a but t e l l 
them I am c e r t a i n he i s not k i l l e d . 

As t o the e f f e c t o f the l a t e movement on the 
army of the Potomac. I t no doubt was a grand t h i n g f o r our 
army or what was l e f t o f them but a very dangerous experiment 
i n the face of an enemy three times t h e i r own men. Our l o s s 
i n the s e r i e s of b a t t l e s was of men a t l e a s t 20,000 men, h 2 p i e c e s 
of cannon, 7 or 800 horses, the l o s s of the enemy I am s a t i s f i e d 
was equal t o i f not g r e a t e r but as they not only have t h e i r 
own & our wounded the exact l o s s i s hard to determine. We 
have taken a l s o a great many of t h e i r cannon, mostly l i g h t 
a r t i l l e r y however, w h i l e ours was very heavy guns t h a t were 
impossible t o get o f f , but as t o our army being whipped, no 
one t h a t could have seen P r e s i d e n t L i n c o l n & Geo. B. McC. 
pass along the l i n e s & hear the cheering would t h i n k i t f o r 
a moment. And the p e r f e c t order which regains when so l a r g e 
a body of troops i s congregated i n so small a space i s a 
s u f f i c i e n t s i g n of good d i s c i p l i n e and confidence i n the 
troops. 

What the movements w i l l be i t i s impossible t o 
guess. The enemy are i n posession of both si d e s o f the r i v e r 
above and below us and are c o n t i n u a l l y f i r i n g on our m a i l 
and other boats between here and the F o r t r e s s . We have i n 
a l l about fourteen or f i f t e e n gunboats i n the r i v e r which i s 
capable of s i l e n c i n g any b a t t e r y the enemy may c o n s t r u c t . 
And I f e e l c e r t a i n t h a t the l o s s of the enemy has been so great 
t h a t had we reinforcements M c C l e l l a n would be i n Richmond i n 
l e s s than a week. The l a t e s t news from the f r o n t i s t h a t 
the enemy are again r e t r e a t i n g on Richmond w i t h what i n t e n t i o n 
i s impossible t o say a t present. 

The weather i s t e r r i b l e warm. But we do not s u f f e r 
much except i n the middle of the day. There i s but v e r y l i t t l e 
s ickness i n the army and t h a t i s a l l Typhoid Fever. As f o r 
myself, I am w e l l as ever and hope t o remain so, & t o hear 
t h a t you are a l l t o o . I am g l a d t o hear from L i b b i e t h a t Mir, 



Kerr i s a l i t t l e b e t t e r and hope he - w i l l soon be en t i r e l y -
recovered. 

The 2nd N. Y. has seen p r e t t y rough times 
l a t e l y compared t o what they d i d a t Newport News. As f a r 
as any danger goes we are s a f e r here (the 93d) than we were 
at White House unless the r a s c a l s take a n o t i o n t o b u i l d a 
b a t t e r y on the other s i d e of the r i v e r and s h e l l our camp 
some f i n e n i g h t . 

With love t o a l l the f o l k s a t Union V i l l a g e 
and Washington County g e n e r a l l y , and t o Aunt, Em, K i l l & 
a l l I remain as ever, 

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 

P.S. We had Commodore Wilkes t o dinner yesterday w i t h 
our mess. He has come t o take command o f the Gun 
Boats on t h i s R i v e r . He i s the same man t h a t a r r e s t e d 
Mason & S l i d e l l . I have addressed t h i s l e t t e r t o 
L i b b i e t o make i t answer two l e t t e r s but w i l l w r i t e 
again day a f t e r tomorrow, i f nothing happens more than 
I know. 

As ever, 

Waters 



Dear L i b b i e : 

Having reed, two l e t t e r s from you since w r i t i n g 
d i r e c t myself I f e e l some indebted t o you. But I have w r i t t e n 
as o f t e n as p o s s i b l e t o some one of the f a m i l y . Some week or 
so ago I sent by a Mr. Evans some a r t i c l e s as momentoes of 
the War which I hope you e i t h e r have or w i l l soon r e c e i v e . 
There was a r e v o l v e r & b e l t a book & cup which came from 
White House and some sesesh buttons & a cross Sabres and enclosed 
I send a p i e c e of the Rebel B a l l o o n which was on the Rebel 
Gun Boat Teazer l a t e l y taken above t h i s p l a c e when on a 
r e c o n n o i t r e . The boat i t s e l f l a y s out i n the stream w i t h 
a l l one si d e of her blown o f f by the e x p l o s i o n of a s h e l l . 

I a l s o send a map made by myself "of the manner 
i n which our army now l a y s , e v e r y t h i n g i s very quiet along 
the l i n e s a t present but no one can t e l l how soon the b a l l 
w i l l open again. No papers are now given by the Provost 
M a r s h a l l t o c i t i z e n s from F o r t r e s s Monroe t o t h i s p lace not 
even Reporters f o r (News Papers) and a l l who smuggle them­
selves on board the boat and get up here we have t o stop & send 
back the next morning, so we have some very i l l u s t r i o u s 
persons to s t a y a l l n i g h t w i t h us. 

We have i n our mess a C o l o n e l Rotch who i s 
an a i d t o Gov. Morgan and i s here under i n s t r u c t i o n s from the 
Gov. t o look a f t e r the N. Y. t r o o p s . He a l s o has orders to 
look a f t e r the s i c k and wounded & t o promotions & appointments 
& every t h i n g of the k i n d . 

Being Provost Guard i s very steady duty but 
ever changing and r a t h e r pleasant and i t c e r t a i n l y c a r r i e s w i t h 
i t a great d e a l of a u t h o r i t y and e n t i t l e s one t o a great many 
p r i v i l e g e s as High & Low are o b l i g e d t o recognize t h e i r 
a u t h o r i t y . 

Once i n a w h i l e we c o n f i s c a t e a l o a d of S u t t e r s 
on account o f having whisky on board-in t h a t case a l l goes t o 
the S a n i t a r y Commission f o r use of the s i c k & wounded s o l d i e r s 

There i s but very l i t t l e s i ckness here at 
present but no t e l l i n g how soon y e l l o w j a c k may make h i s 
appearance. 

I t h i n k you have mentioned two or three times 
about some f r i e n d of mine i n N. Y. C i t y . I would l i k e t o have 
some e x p l a n a t i o n before I can understand the meaning. 

With love t o a l l , Em, K i l l , C a l , Job, Syd, Joe 
Aunt & Uncle, Abbie, D e l i g h t , C h i l d r e n , & a l l , I remain as ever, 
Your a f f e c . Coz., 

Waters 9 

I am w e l l & h e a r t y as can be & hope t o remain so, 
W. 



Dear Uncle: 

Yours of the I n s t , was d u l y r e c e i v e d 
and read w i t h pleasure and am g l a d t o hear Mr. Kerr i s g e t t i n g 
along so f i n e l y and hope he w i l l soon be e n t i r e l y recovered. 
I wish you or K i l l would come down and see me. I know i t 
would be a t r i p worth more than h a l f a common l i f e time 
and would o n l y take about a week away from home. And I have 
as good accomodations as any general i n t h i s army, and p l e n t y 
to eat & e v e r y t h i n g t o make K i l l 8s Em comfortable i f they 
would come, and w i l l give K i l l a horse t o r i d e and a pass t o 
go a l l over the l i n e s of the army. And i f he could not get 
a pass from F o r t r e s s Monroe here, he can come without one 
as there w i l l be no one but myself t o stop them & I would 
not be v e r y l i k e l y t o d e t a i n them lon g . The "Provost M a r s h a l l " 
here now i s "Capt. F o r s y t h " an a i d t o Gen, M c C l e l l a n and what 
I say i s a l l r i g h t w i t h him. I have got s p l e n d i d men 
from the d i f f e r e n t companies of my own choice who are encamped 
on l y about 200 yards from the s m a l l wharf and my own quarters 
are on the bank of the R i v e r under the t r e e s and you would 
h a r d l y b e l i e v e how comfortably I am f i x e d . (The Provost Guard 
g e n e r a l l y gets the p i c k of e v e r y t h i n g ) . S t i l l I am very busy 
and on duty n i g h t and day e s p e c i a l l y from the time the m a i l boat 
a r r i v e s i n the afternoon t i l l i t leaves a t 9 i n "tbe morning which 
m a i l boat I have the f u l l c o n t r o l of w h i l e she l a y s a t the 
wharf and have to examine the pass of everyone on board and 
i f I f i n d any one without one send them t o the "Guard House". 

There are three or f o u r Gun^boats l a y i n g r i g h t 
opposite my quarters and are c o n t i n u a l l y expecting t h a t a r e b e l 
b a t t e r y w i l l open on us from the other bank of the r i v e r which 
i s about a m i l e i n width at t h i s p o i n t , the gunboats s h e l l the 
woods once i n a w h i l e which i s worth a weeks journey t o see. 
On the opposite shore l i v e s a man by the name of R u f f i n whose 
f a t h e r f i r e d the f i r s t gun of the war a t "Fort Sumter". 

Ev e r y t h i n g i s q u i e t w i t h the Army which l a y s 
a f t e r having f a l l e n back on i t s " r e a r " w i t h i t s great l e g s & 
arms s t r e t c h e d out, and r e s t s i t s e l f on the banks of the James 
R i v e r . 

There are d a i l y boats going up the R i v e r w i t h 
f l a g s of t r u c e b r i n g i n g down our wounded s o l d i e r s . By the 
kindness o f a f r i e n d I have got a few Richmond papers of the 22d 
i n s t . one of which I enclose. I should have went up yesterday 
myself i f i t were p o s s i b l e t o get away but there i s no r e s t f o r 
t h i s Boy. I f I were not on t h i s duty I might get sent home 
r e c r u i t i n g as we have i n our mess C o l . Rotch who represents 
Gov. Morgan. The C o l o n e l and myself are on the best of terms 
and something may come of i t y e t . 



You must be v e r y l o n e l y without the customary 
h o u s e f u l you are used t o . 

I saw Henry Hatch yesterday. He had a l e t t e r 
f r o r a ^ s t e r "the day before, who saw Ept, & Jim S i l l e c k i n 
Washington l a s t week, but d i d not say anything about them i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . Hank i s i n the 62d N. Y. I don't know i n what 
p o s i t i o n . I see l o t s of Troy f o l k s here, as any one going 
or coming I am bound t o see, and I know more than 10,000 i n 
the army by s i g h t i f not by name I do b e l i e v e . I am w e l l and 
he a r t y and mean to keep so. Have not heard anything f u r t h e r 
from Wm. With love to Aunt Hannah, Em & K i l l and a l l the 
f o l k s , I remain as ever, 

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e Nephew, 

Waters W. Braman 

The Regt. w i l l be p a i d o f f i n a few days and I s h a l l send only 
$150.00 as I have got t o get some new c l o t h e s . I have grown 
so t h a t my dress coat i s not near b i g enough f o r me. 

W~-



Dear Abbie & L i b b i e : 

I r e c e i v e d both of your l e t t e r s , one from 
Union V i l l a g e and the other from New Haven. I d i d not answer 
Abbie f s because I d i d not know how t o d i r e c t i s so i t would 
reach you a t New Haven. I am g l a d you are v i s i t i n g and 
enjoying yourselves as you are and hope you w i l l have a good 
time and r e t u r n safe home. 

We are having f i n e weather here, and having 
s p l e n d i d l i v i n g compared t o what we have had. I expect to 
have chicken f o r dinner today as I see the boy k i l l i n g a few 
i n very h e r o i c s t y l e . We have l o t s of i c e and f r e s h meat. 
Green corn, Tomatoes, & a l l the vegetables of the season. 
I am a l l alone comparatively as C o l . B u t l e r & C o l . Rotch have 
gone to Albany and w i l l be gone about two weeks. I guess 
they w i l l c a l l on Uncle Waters i n Troy. Perhaps they w i l l 
do something f o r me w h i l e they are up t h e r e . The Rebels 
burned a schooner loaded w i t h damaged g r a i n j u s t opposite my 
t e n t . A p r e t t y b o l d a f f a i r , was i t not. I t h i n k I w i l l go 
over and burn the house of John Ruff i n , j u s t o p p o s i t e . They 
moved a l l t h e i r t h i n g s i n Government waggons from the house 
as i f they expected something to happen one of these days. 
The p r i s o n e r s who came down yesterday say the Captain of the 
Schooner i s a p r i s o n e r i n Richmond. I have a chap here, a 
Mr. Kuney, who i s a s p e c i a l correspondant of the N. Y. Tribune 
who signs h i s l e t t e r s D.J.K. He i s a p r e t t y smart f e l l o w and 
I have l o t s o f f u n w i t h him as we are c o n t i n u a l l y f o o l i n g him, 
and i f you want to see the news from Harrisons Landing j u s t 
read h i s l e t t e r s on the f i r s t page. They are a l l w r i t t e n i n 
my t e n t and some of them are w r i t t e n p a r t l y by me j u s t f o r fun. 
There w i l l be something r i c h p r e t t y soon so you may look out 
f o r i t . 

The Rebels have got a young Merrimac up to 
Richmond and w i l l be doing w i t h us as the Arkansas d i d a t Vicksburgh. 
There i s an a w f u l l o t of boats here j u s t now. I expect Cousin 
J u l e & J u l i a Frank up here i n a day or two t o stay over n i g h t . 
The 93d Regt, i s a l l q u i e t and j u s t as i t has been f o r the past 
two months. As f o r myself, I have not s l e p t i n camp since 
l e a v i n g White House. I am f a t & hearty, r i d e horse-back and 
enjoy myself every time I get the chance. We are having some 
sp l e n d i d Reviews o f the d i f f e r e n t Corps, of the Army and they 
are f i n e a f f a i r s . The whole army i s i n good c o n d i t i o n , the best 
I t h i n k i t has been f o r there are no s i c k or S k u l k e r s , they are 
a l l veterans, comparatively speaking. 

There i s nothing new or s t a r t l i n g going on here 



and we are l o s t f o r some excitement of some k i n d . I hope the 
government w i l l d r a f t soon f o r there are some chaps i n Troy 
I would l i k e t o see w i t h a r i f l e o r a musket on t h e i r shoulders. 
And one t h i n g i s c e r t a i n , the North has e i t h e r got to c a r r y on 
t h i s war t o the very k n i f e or e l s e we may as w e l l recognize the 
southern confederacy a t once. 

T r u s t i n g Abbie w i l l not t h i n k I was f o r g e t t i n g 
her a l t o g e t h e r , and w i t h love t o Em & Aunt & Uncle & a l l I 
remain as ever, 

Your a f f e c . Coz, 

Waters 



Dear Em: 

This i s the f i r s t day i n over two months t h a t I 
have "been o f f duty. Your l e t t e r o f the 20th came to hand a l l 
s t r a i g h t . The reason why I have l e i s u r e today i s t h a t the 
Regiment has so much p r o p e r t y t o guard t h a t i t was necessary 
to have the men which I had f o r guard duty, i n f a c t , f o r the 
l a s t week they were doing guard and Provost duty "both, but now 
i t w i l l be done by the d a i l y d e t a i l which w i l l be much e a s i e r 
f o r the men & I s h a l l not come on only once i n three days, but 
yet I f i n d they c a l l on me t o a t t e n d t o the M a i l Boat although 
r e l i e v e d from t h a t duty a l s o . 

As you know, the Rebels burned a schooner loaded 
w i t h damaged g r a i n about a week ago. They attempted the same 
t h i n g l a s t n i g h t but f a i l e d i n the attempt. The f a c t s are 
these. J u s t as the b e l l s on the gun boats s t r u c k 10 o.c. we 
heard about t e n shots, as we supposed from some of the boats i n 
the stream, but afterwards found out t h a t they came from the 
p o i n t d i r e c t l y opposite my t e n t . The Provost M a r s h a l l immediately 
sent orders f o r the O f f i c e r of the Guard L i e u t . Randies, who was 
i n my t e n t a t the time, to take a tug and go & see what the 
f i r i n g meant. As t h i s was h i s f i r s t day on the duty which I 
had been a s s i s t i n g him t o perform, we took t e n o f the best men 
and took the tug Ajax and j u s t as we s t a r t e d we heard 5 shots 
more which came from the stream t u g A c h i l l e s . I t seems immediately 
a f t e r the shots from Rebeldom two boats were seen coming d i r e c t l y 
towards the K i l l . When w i t h i n about 100 yards the Capt. of the 
tug h a i l e d three times and r e c e i v e d no r e p l y when he f i r e d 5 shots 
i n t o them & the Rebels began t o y e l l & s t a r t e d o f f down stream. 
They were h a i l e d by another boat, the Peabody, & s a i d they 
belonged t o the Provost Guard. That boat had j u s t got up from 
F o r t r e s s Monroe and d i d not know any b e t t e r and l e t them pass 
and they rowed away f o r the p o i n t below. And although ourselves 
and a s m a l l gun boat was l o o k i n g f o r them we d i d not get s i g h t of 
them. I t was about the darkest n i g h t I ever saw and r a i n i n g 
t e r r i b l y hard, but i f we had o n l y caught the Sesesh and sunk them 
i n the James we should have been w e l l p a i d f o r the ducking we got. 
We watched f o r them f o r a couple o f hours but nary sesesh d i d we 
get a s i g h t of and I wish we had, f o r w i t h the t e n men we had I 
j u s t t h i n k we c o u l d have cleaned them out i n a very few moments. 
I h a r d l y t h i n k , from the warm r e c e p t i o n they r e c e i v e d , they w i l l 
attempt the l i k e v e r y soon a g a i n . I f I can I am going t o get the 
Pro M a r s h a l l t o l e t me p a t r o l the r i v e r n i g h t s w i t h a t u g boat. 

Yesterday t h e r e was some t a l k t h a t the New Merrimac 
was expected down. C e r t a i n i t i s t h a t a l l the gun boats except 
a few s m a l l ones went up the R i v e r , and we have posted on the 
bank of the R i v e r q u i t e a l a r g e number of the v e r y l a r g e s t P a r r o t t 
guns about 100 pounders, a l s o the c e l e b r a t e d Whitworth b a t t e r y 
which you remember was presented t o the Government by l o y a l 



Americans i n Europe. They are saucy l o o k i n g guns & w i l l c a r r y 
6 m i l e s . There are 5 of the l a r g e s t guns r i g h t along side my t e n t 
which although I have sent the men I had t o the Regt., I s t i l l occupy 
u n t i l l C o l . B u t l e r r e t u r n s & a l s o C o l . Rotch when I s h a l l move 
up to the Regt. Co. C. i s by f a r the l a r g e s t company i n the Regt. 
and I f l a t t e r myself can do t h e i r duty second t o none. 

There i s a prospect t h a t a l l the troops w i l l move 
over the R i v e r & take F o r t D a r l i n g and then a t t a c k Richmond from 
th a t s i d e . The whole Mortar F l e e t of Burnsides e x p e d i t i o n w i l l 
be up here today and a l s o about 20,000 of h i s troops and you may 
expect some l i v e l y work i n a few days. This I know from head 
quarters but i t i s contraband news which even my f r i e n d D.J.K. 
of the Tribune dare not w r i t e . (He i s j u s t w r i t i n g an account 
of the f i r i n g l a s t n i g h t ) . 

There i s a young la d y here from New York C i t y (who 
by the way d i d not have a pass when she came) who i s c o l l e c t i n g 
d i f f e r e n t i n c i d e n t s & c of the war f o r a book to be p u b l i s h e d 
soon i n t h a t c i t y . I have read some of the manuscript 
and t h i n k i t q u i t e a work. You may t h i n k i t curious how I came 
to know a l l t h i s but you must remember I had and now have a l i t t l e 
t o say about who can come ashore and who can not. So you see 
i t i s not strange. Besides, she i s only 19 & p r e t t y as a d o l l 
i n the eyes of a s o l d i e r who has been so lo n g away from 
C i v i l i z a t i o n as the s u b s c r i b e r . 

There i s a p o s s i b i l i t y of a change i n my shoulder straps 
but I don't care a red about i t although a l l s o l d i e r s are more or 
l e s s ambitious. 

I do b e l i e v e I owe Uncle Waters a l e t t e r but as I 
s h a l l have a l i t t l e peace now I s h a l l more than make up f o r the 
l a p s e . 

With love t o a l l , I am as ever, your a f f e c . Cousin, 

Waters 



Dear Uncle: 

Last n i g h t I r e c e i v e d your l e t t e r dated 
J u l y 28th and -was very g l a d t o hear from you. I had been 
so busy f o r the past month I had f o r g o t t e n whether I had 
w r i t t e n l a s t or not. 

I have duty a l i t t l e e a s i e r now as I come on 
on l y once i n three days. I had the l u c k t o be on l a s t n i g h t 
when the Rebels t r e a t e d us t o Cold I r o n i n abundance i n the 
shape of about 300 s o l i d shot & s h e l l which d i d some l i t t l e 
damage i n the shape of k i l l i n g about a dozen men & 15 or twenty 
horses. The Rebels were s h e l l i n g us from the opposite shore 
when i n s p i t e of the numerous Reports of the f a c t the leaders 
have s u f f e r e d our enemies t o e r e c t t h e i r B a t t e r i e s and so 
murder us o f f every n i g h t . Our Gun Boats were a l l up the R i v e r 
but we had some of the l a r g e s t s i z e d guns i n the s e r v i c e i n 
p o s i t i o n on the bank of the R i v e r which responded t o the Rebel 
12 pdrs. w i t h 32 pounders. The f i g h t raged f o r n e a r l y an 
hour & a h a l f of the most incessant a r t i l l e r y f i r i n g , when 
sesesh skidaddled w i t h t h e i r f i e l d p i e c e s , and eve r y t h i n g was 
q u i e t again. The Rebel b a t t e r i e s were d i r e c t l y opposite 
the m a i l wharf and consequently my t e n t & the Guard house were 
r i g h t i n the way of secesh o p e r a t i o n s . And the f i r s t t h i n g 
we knew about 1 o.c. we were t r e a t e d to a v o l l e y of s o l i d & 
s p h e r i c a l case shot which t o r e up the t e n t s on both s i d e s o f 
mine and r a t t l e d about our ears a t the guard house. T h i s 
f i r s t v o l l e y wounded one of our guards i n the head and the 
ex p l o s i o n of the same shot was such as t o knock down two or three 
more & smash another of my mens guns r i g h t i n h i s hand. 

A f t e r the f i r s t few shots they seemed t o 
el e v a t e t h e i r guns and the shots a l l went over our heads and 
popped i n t o the camp o f the 93d and t o r e down whole rows of 
t e n t s and f o r t u n a t e l y d i d not k i l l anyone and but few s l i g h t 
wounds. Our paymaster came l a s t n i g h t and stayed i n camp 
but the f i r s t he knew down came the t e n t over h i s head and he 
l e f t i t suddenly i n undress costume. 

Many scenes were r a t h e r l u d i c r o u s but I t h i n k 
was a l i t t l e the worst the Boy has seen i n the shape of f i g h t i n g . 
But s t i l l , we managed to keep our guard posted along the R i v e r 
bank notwithstanding the t e r r i f i c showers of shot & t h a t our posts 
were the very center o f the t a r g e t . The damage t o the s h i p p i n g 
was very s m a l l and as f a r as I have learned as f o l l o w s : 

Steamers: Nantasket 5 shots 
" Express 1 " 
" Kent 1 " 
" Thos. A. Morgan 1 " 
" Corwin 1 " 
" Metamora 1 " 



and a few schooners but not one shot to d i s a b l e i n any manner 
any one of the v e s s e l s . 

That we are l i k e l y t o be t r e a t e d t o the same 
lu x u r y o f t e n i s very probably i f they are allowed t o come 
down w i t h t h e i r l i g h t a r t y every n i g h t , and p l a y us a game 
of b a l l i n which i t i s f a r more pleasant to p i t c h than to c a t c h . 

Our Paymaster has been paying o f f our Regt. 
today and as soon as I am r e l i e v e d from duty I s h a l l c a l l on 
him f o r my l i t t l e account, and s h a l l immediately send t o you 
by express $150.00 which you may be expecting any day a f t e r 
you get t h i s . 

The p o s i t i o n of the army i s s a i d t o be a 
good one and b i d s f a i r t o be a permanent one. 

My f r i e n d D.J.K. of the New York Tribune l e f t 
f o r F o r t Monroe t h i s morning. H i s l e t t e r w i l l c o n t a i n a f u l l 
account of e v e r y t h i n g (as they always do) t h a t i s i n t e r e s t i n g 
from Harrisons Landing. 

I do not know how t h i s new law about r e c r u i t i n g 
o f f i c e r s w i l l a f f e c t me nor do I care. Co. C. i s the l a r g e s t 
company i n the Regt. and can j u s t stand the whiz of those l i t t l e 
p l a y t h i n g s which the Rebels so much d e l i g h t i n , equal to anything 
i n t h i s p a r t of the w o r l d . 

I have had l e t t e r s from Keene i n q u i r i n g about 
W i l l i a m but I can f u r n i s h nothing more i n the shape of i n f o r m a t i o n 
than I have a l r e a d y w r i t t e n you. 

With l o v e to Aunt Abbie, L i b b i e , Em, K i l l 
D e l i g h t & the c h i l d r e n , & Job & C a l & y o u r s e l f and a l l , 

I am as ever, your a f f e c . Nephew, 

Waters W. Braman 



Dear Uncle: 

I have j u s t sent you by Express one hundred 
2s s i x t y (160) D o l l a r s of which you w i l l please c r e d i t Peter 
McDonald w i t h $18.00 and myself the balance, there w i l l be 
no express charges to pay as you see i t i s marked " f r e e " , which I 
see the agent put on of h i s own accord, but he could w e l l a f o r d 
i t , because I have shown the Co. a great many favors i n the shape 
of guards & c. 

You have doubtless seen the f u l l p a r t i c u l a r s 
of the other n i g h t s a f f a i r . Yesterday there was a couple of 
Regts. sent over the r i v e r and ordered t o burn the houses & barns 
which the Rebel p i c k e t s have been occupying as Rendezvous f o r 
the past month t o spy out a l l our movements. I t should have 
been done a t l e a s t three weeks ago and C o l . B u t l e r asked per­
m i s s i o n to send the guard over and do i t but was refused by 
those i n a u t h o r i t y and notwithstanding the f a c t of t h e i r being 
over there was s e v e r a l times r e p o r t e d t o Head Q t r s . no n o t i c e 
was taken of them which r e s u l t e d i n the other n i g h t s a f f a i r 
which won't be l i k e l y t o occur a g a i n . The Houses (some o f 
which were very n i c e ) & barns made a s p l e n d i d l i g h t l a s t 
evening. I t h i n k the days of guarding Rebel property are 
over a t l a s t and I hope t h i s war w i l l be conducted without 
mercy & t o the very K n i f e t i l l s e cession i s no more. I am 
a f r a i d I would not take very good care of the White House 
i f I was l e f t to guard i t j u s t now. And I am g l a d i t has gone 
t o ashes w i t h a l l i t s contents although I d i d f e e l a l i t t l e bad 
when I saw i t burning as we evacuated. 

I hope the news won't hinder K i l l from coming 
down as I am sure he would never r e g r e t the journey. Those 
t h i n g s I sent I sent by a Mr. Evens who i s now i n Albany, And 
from what I hear I t h i n k he l o s t some of them and kept the balance 
f o r h i s own e s p e c i a l b e n e f i t . At any r a t e I mean to f i n d out. 
I c o u l d not get a chance or I should have sent them by Express. 
I t was not the f e a r of the expense t h a t hindered f o r I would 
sooner give $20.00 than l o s e them & they were r e a l l y worth more 
than t h a t as I had been o f f e r e d more than $20 f 00 f o r the r e v o l v e r . 
I suppose ere t h i s you have the whole f a m i l y together again. 
With love t o a l l the f o l k s and f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y and a l l my 
acquaintances, I remain as ever, i n haste, 

Your a f f . Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 

Enclosed I a l s o send r e c t . of Express Co. 

Waters 



You must excuse my not w r i t i n g i n answer t o 
your l e t t e r before I d i d but I suppose the one I wrote t o you 
& L i b b i e together i s a l l the same f o r when I w r i t e t o one of 
you i t i s f o r the b e n e f i t o f a l l . I t was h a r d l y a f i t answer 
t o L i b b i e ' s long l e t t e r from New Haven but I w i l l square t h a t 
a/c i n a day or two when something happens t o make i t i n t e r e s t i n g . 
As you doubtless know from the papers our Army had q u i t e a f i g h t 
yesterday morning and took between 5 and 6 hundred p r i s o n e r s 
w i t h heavy l o s s on both s i d e s , but i t i s almost impossible f o r 
us t o get the true statement of any t h i n g that happens r i g h t 
here unless we see i t . There are so many d i f f e r e n t s t o r i e s 
a f l o a t . 

Our f o r c e s s t i l l occupy the other side o f the 
R i v e r so we do not f e a r another t r e a t of the same k i n d as the 
other n i g h t . We are b u i l d i n g q u i t e a f o r t over there t h a t a 
sm a l l f o r c e a s s i s t e d by a gun boat can h o l d against any f o r c e 
the enemy can b r i n g t h e r e . 

I have or r a t h e r s h a l l have more l e i s u r e than 
I have since our army a r r i v e d a t the White House, Unless they 
put me on some e x t r a duty which would not be a t a l l s u r p r i s i n g . 

We have had but l i t t l e v ery hot weather although 
the thermometer shows about a hundred degrees a t noon every day 
but we do not f e e l i t . 

The Army i s d a i l y employing more & more contrabands 
t o do a l l kinds which gives the s o l d i e r s a great d e a l more r e s t . 
My Capt, i s very s i c k & one 2d L i e u t , I s up home on the same duty 
so I am i n sole command of the l a r g e s t company i n the 9 3 d Regt. 
C o l , M o r r i s and adjutant G i f f o r d are coming n o r t h on r e c r u i t i n g 
s e r v i c e and I have no doubt w i l l one o f them I t h i n k the a d j t . 
c a l l upon you. 

I don't know but I may come up myself one of these 
days i f I do i t w i l l be v e r y sudden indeed. I reed, a l e t t e r from 
C a r r i e n i g h t before l a s t . Never was i n b e t t e r h e a l t h myself than 
a t the present moment, and hope you are a l l i n the same f i x . 

With lov e t o a l l , Aunt, Uncle, L i b , Em, K i l l , 
D e l i g h t , the c h i l d r e n and a l l the county f o l k s , I am as ever, 

Your a f f , Coz, 

Waters 



Harrisons Landing, V i r g i n i a 
August 11th, 1862 

Dear L i b b i e : 

S t i l l as you see a t the same pl a c e but no 
one knows how soon we may l e a v e , or how long we may stay. 
The next few days w i l l determine whether t h i s army i s t o be 
the army o f the Potomac or be swallowed up by the other 
d i v i s i o n s of the Grand Armie. important movements are 
going on. M c C l e l l a n i s sending a great many men from 
here to r e i n f o r c e Genl. Burnside up the Rappahanock R i v e r 
and a l l the troops here are under marching orders t o be 
ready at a moments warning t o march but no one knows when. 
E i t h e r we are going t o schedadle back and wait f o r r e i n f o r c e ­
ments or e l s e the moment M c C l e l l a n has news of the r e b e l s 
making any movements towards Pope or Burnside we are going t o 
push forward and i f p o s s i b l e take Richmond. One t h i n g i s 
c e r t a i n , the army i s ordered t o be ready w i t h f i v e days 
r a t i o n s and are not t o be allowed to c a r r y t h e i r Knapsacks 
and no O f f i c e r i s t o c a r r y any baggage or even a t e n t . 
That means something. I hope we s h a l l not have t o take the 
back t r a c k f o r i t would o n l y prolong t h i s (accursed) r e b e l l i o n . 
I am g l a d t o see t h a t they are going to d r a f t and am o n l y 
s o r r y i t was not done twelve months ago. 

There i s some t a l k here t h a t C o l . Crocker 
w i l l be back to take command of the 93d again. I hope he w i l l . 
There are two vacancies of Capt. i n our Regt. i n Cos. G & B. 
I don't know what chance there w i l l be f o r me but I know C o l . 
Rotch & C o l . B u t l e r w i l l t r y what they can do f o r me 8c I wish 
Uncle Waters would get R u s s e l l Sage or some one t o go down 
and see the Gov. I don't t h i n k there i s any prospect of my 
coming n o r t h as I don't get s i c k and although I would walk 
a t l e a s t 50 m i l e s t o see you a l l , I don't want t o leave t h i s 
army u n t i l l I see the l a s t Rebel l a y down t h e i r arms. A l l 
my c h a r i t y f o r them i s played out. 

Enclosed I send a photograph of White House 
and a l s o one of S t , P e t e r s Church, where Washington was married. 
I expect t o have some on cards and a l s o some views of the Chancel 
at which the ceremony took p l a c e , and the F o r t where i t i s 
s a ^ Poconontas was b a p t i z e d . 

Wm. has returned from Richmond and r e j o i n e d 
h i s Regiment. I saw him the evening he a r r i v e d and he was down 
to dinner w i t h me day before yesterday. He f e e l s good but 
looks r a t h e r tough a f t e r h i s v i s i t i n s e c e s s i a . 

The Rebels f i r e d a t one of our t r a n s p o r t s , 
the Elm C i t y , yesterday, but have not t r e a t e d us since the 
other n i g h t t o any of t h e i r l i t t l e l ove tokens. And we 
are not anxious on the s u b j e c t . I f you l o o k a t the photograph 
through a Stereoscope you can d i s t i n g u i s h t h i s i n d i v i d u a l i n 
the center of the group on the stoop, i t looks j u s t l i k e my 
p i c t u r e t h a t I sent home l a s t . You can a l s o see a feminine 



who happened t o v i s i t the house j u s t as the p i c t u r e was taken 
don't you wish you had "been t h e r e . 

I wonder what became of a l e t t e r I wrote t o 
Aunt Hannah when she was up t o C a r r i e ' s . I t was w r i t t e n on 
Rebel paper and I never heard whether i t a r r i v e d or not. I 
am g l a d you had a good v i s i t down i n Connecticut and returned 
safe home. 

I am s o r r y K i l l has concluded not t o come 
down, I hope he w i l l (not) get d r a f t e d f o r he would have t o 
take Em along too, and he would f i n d a woman a n i c e piece of 
f u r n i t u r e i n the army, e s p e c i a l l y i n a march. 

With love to a l l the f a m i l y , & t h e i r f r i e n d s 
& my f r i e n d s , I remain as ever, 

Your a f f . Cousin 

Waters 



Your l a s t was r e c e i v e d and read w i t h pleasure. 
At t h a t time we were a t "Harrisons Landing" but as you see we 
are now encamped over the r u i n s of the once pleasant c i t y of 
"Hampton" about two m i l e s from F o r t Monroe. We l e f t the 
"Landing" at 6 o.c. l a s t Saturday morning the l a s t troops 
ashore were the 93d and the " r e b e l s " gave us no t r o u b l e of any 
k i n d . We came down the James R i v e r on the Steamer Worth 
America and a f t e r l a y i n g i n the Harbor i n f r o n t of the " f o r t " 
f o r 2 k hours, came here and landed. We expect t o stay o n l y 
f o r a few days j u s t as l o n g as the Q, M. Dept. i s i s s u i n g 
forage & Subsistance t o the army a t Yorktown and then we 
expect t o go w i t h the Q, M. Dept. around t o Aquia Creek, or 
whereever we may be ordered. The 93d w i l l probably continue 
guarding Govt, p r o p e r t y unless there should be some change 
i n the Command as C o l . I n g a l l s , who i s Chief Q. M. of the Army 
t h i n k s the 93& i s a l l r i g h t and would not have any other, nor 
would they spare the k Companies from Head Quarters. But 
no one can t e l l what may happen f o r there i s a s t o r y t h a t 
M c C l e l l a n i s t o be Supperseded by Genl, Burnside and i f so 
iray make a change i n the s t a f f . 

C o l , Crocker & Major Cassidy r e t u r n e d yesterday 
from Richmond the Col. looks w e l l and i s going n o r t h and w i l l 
probably be back t o take command o f the regiment, and I should 
not be s u r p r i s e d i f he asked f o r more a c t i v e s e r v i c e than guard 
duty. I hope he w i l l f o r one l e a r n s nothing (perhaps he would 
have been a c t i v e enough had he been up t o the Bombardment, 
the other n i g h t ) but the same o l d s t o r y , although we s a i l 
around i n s t e a d o f marching, and see the country, 

I don't know whether I wrote or not t h a t C o l . 
B u t l e r had returned and brought w i t h him an order from the 
Secy, of War saying t h a t C o l . Crocker was s t i l l C o l . and t h a t 
C o l , B u t l e r should r e t a i n command u n t i l l h i s r e t u r n o r 
d i s m i s s a l from the s e r v i c e . T h is created q u i t e a s t i r among the 
bosom f r i e n d s o f C o l . M o r r i s , who have hung p r e t t y c l o s e around 
him s i n c e h i s appearance on the carpet. But i t made no 
d i f f e r e n c e , C o l . B u t l e r took command & C o l . M o r r i s l e f t f o r 
Washington i n a h i g h s t a t e of excitement, a f t e r going t o Head 
Q t r s . but g e t t i n g no s a t i s f a c t i o n t h e r e , as G e l , B. can not 
very w e l l go behind the Order of the Secy, of War. But I do 
not t h i n k any one f e e l s very bad about i t today s i n c e seeing 
C o l . Crocker who I would sooner have than a l l the M o r r i s ' s & 
B u t l e r s i n c r e a t i o n , but I t h i n k had he remained some of the 
93d would not be a l i v e today t h a t are now, grumbling t h a t t h e i r 
duty i s so hard, when they have escaped a l l the hardships 
of the b a t t l e s before Richmond, 



I reed. Uncle Waters letter and w i l l answer in 
a day or two. I went over to Norfolk on Sunday afternoon to 
see the Secesh ladies hold their skirts for fear of touching 
a U. S. Officer. Had a good time and returned Monday morning 
saw Geo. Egerton and some other old acquaintances. 

With love to a l l the folks, Aunt, Uncle, Lib, 
Em, K i l l , C a l l , Job, Lyd, & Joe, Delight, Children & a l l friends 
of mine & the family, I remain as ever, 

Your a f f . Coz, 

Waters 



Hampton, Va., Augt. 24th, 1862 

Dearest Em: 

Here we are again within one hundred yards of 
where we spent the 1st night after we landed on the peninsula. 
Our duty here i s very light as nearly a l l the government property 
is on "board boats i n the harbor awaiting orders. And are now 
having what we should have had six or eight months ago, that i s , 
schools of Instruction for the officers, and a chance to d r i l l the 
men. 

Where the 93& i s encamped is just on the bank 
of the bay, where the Southern Belles used to sport their "flounces" 
and promenade with their "gallants" by moonlight, but now the 
scene i s changed "somewhat". The Church yard, near which 
they used to break so many hearts, i s now decorated by Mother 
Nature with rank weeds, and by traitors, hands with blackened 
walls, & broken toombstones, l i v i n g momuments of "southern 
chivalry", 

What the last moments of the army of the 
Potomac w i l l amount to no one knows, but the whole army has 
already l e f t here for Aquia Creek & we are expecting to follow 
them, in a day or two. There i s some talk that the Q. M. Dept. 
w i l l be stationed at Alexandria and i f so, we shall go with 
them and probably stay some time. I am glad to see that the 
north i s at last going to work i n the right way. Only I 
think the old regiment should be f i l l e d up f i r s t as the raw 
recruits would learn so much quicker beside older soldiers, 
and be at once f i t for active service, whereas i t w i l l take 
months for new regiments to acquire knowledge enough to be 
f i t for any thing like fighting. 

The nearer we get to Washington the more 
likelihood there i s of my coming north and i f we come to 
Alexandria I think you & K i l l might come down to Washington 
and spend a few days. Give my everlasting respects to Miss 
Jinny, and (Sister) & Mary Joe & Tate, also Addie & the "Parrott" 
(I think I w i l l wait for Addie.) I wish I could come up. 
If Miss Christie & myself would not beat Tate & you i t would 
be because Tate had "First say" and no fault of ours, And 
I would like to see her for herself aside from the cards, but 
I can't very well t e l l her through you what I might i f she 
wrote herself - (do you see), I am very sorry there are so 
many of the Kid Glove Fraternity of Troy & West Troy Enlisting 
that young ladies have to stay at home when invited to partake 
in the pleasures of a "moonlight excursion". Where on 
earth was Emmet and the rest, perhaps their hearts were 
heavy thinking of the chances of being drafted & the probabil­
i t y of obtaining a ticket for Canada, I pity them and (Not 
the ladies), the country that c a l l s them citizens. 



We are expecting C o l . Crocker back t o take 
command i n a week or so's time, and I know of one t h a t w i l l be 
g l a d . I have very easy duty now days, t e n t w i t h C o l . B u t l e r 
& have a horse t o r i d e down to the F o r t r e s s and whenever I 
l i k e . We have chickens, ducks, Geese, & Turkeys, p l e n t y , and 
a l l the sweet potatoes, melons 8c other vegetables 8e f r u i t s 
t h a t we are able to send a m i l e or so i n t o the country a f t e r . 
We are a n x i o u s l y a w a i t i n g news from Popes army. I hope 
Eph w i l l come safe through the b a t t l e s 8e t h a t w i t h some c r e d i t 
t o h i m s e l f . 

Some Sympathising f r i e n d ought to t e l l Bob G-
t o h u r r y up or he w i l l l o s e h i s chance the same as he d i d i n 
New York on the 17th day of J u l y , but I am a f r a i d I am t e l l i n g 
s t o r i e s out of school and b e t t e r keep s t i l l . 

Give my love to Aunt 8c Uncle, L i b , Abbie 
D e l i g h t 8c C h i l d r e n , and C a l 8c Job 8c Lyd 8c Joe and save a " r i g h t 
smart" l o t f o r y o u r s e l f 8c K i l l . 

The name of t h a t man i s Edward Evans, he 
stays i n Albany most of the time. I never s h a l l d i s t u r b him 
u n t i l l we meet - "He can't have l u c k " (as Pat says) — 

Write o f t e n and b e l i e v e me as ever, 

Your a f f Cousin 

Waters W. Braman 



Hampton, Virginia, August 28th, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

I believe I owe you for two letters but they 
have come the same day with a letter from one of the g i r l s so 
that there was not much to write about and I kept waiting 
i n hopes to be able from day to day to inform you of our next 
destination. But we have as yet no orders but the whole Q. M. 
Dept. i s being moved to Aquia Creek and that i s undoubtedly 
the place to which we w i l l next remove. We do not get any 
news here of the movements of either our own or the Rebel 
Army but we have plenty of rumors. 

There is a story here that a l l the wooden 
buildings of which there are about 100 around Fortress Monroe 
are to be torn down at the end of twenty days, also a l l of the 
same i n the Fort i t s e l f to ever prevent the garrison from being 
smoked out as they certainly would be by an enemy throwing hot 
shot into the Fort 8c setting them on f i r e . I don't know who 
they apprehend i s going to do i t but they want to be ready 
for any emergency. 

If you can get one of Frank Leslies Pictorials 
for Aug. 23d you w i l l find a very good representation of the 
Col.'s & my own tent at Harrisons Landing. You can see my 
sword hanging on one of the trees and the Col, looking through 
a glass at the Rebel shore opposite and myself 85 Col. Rotch 
si t t i n g at the table when we were playing a game of chess at 
the time the sketch was taken. 

The Army of the Potomac i s about a l l gone to 
Aquia Creek. Our old Division (Picks" formerly "Caseys") i s 
to remain here, one Brigade at Yorktown and one at New Port News 
and the other at Fortress Monroe or at Norfolk. Ours i s to 
be at New Port News so i f we have to join our Brigade we shall 
have good winter quarters but I had rather not have so good 
prospects as regards being comfortable and not getting k i l l e d 
and have the rebels thoroughly thrashed. 

There i s no doubt that the Southern Genls. 
by uniting their forces have f a i r l y whipped our separate armies 
by simply taking advantage of and observing the most common 
rules of modern warfare but I am i n hopes soon to hear from 
those new troops and drafted men. 

There i s to be another officer from our Regt. 
sent home on recruiting service, and I am trying to persuade 
Col. Butler to send me. What the result w i l l be I can not say 
just now. We are making good use of our present location to 
d r i l l i n the skirmish f i e l d and have schools of instruction 
for Officers, & seargents, which was very much needed. 

My old friend "Hyde" I understand i s about 
organizing another regt, of cavalry i n New York c i t y and I 
should not wonder i f I got an offer from him, but I don't know 



as I would be w i l l i n g t o leave some of the boys i n the 
93d Regt., e s p e c i a l l y now as C o l . Crocker i s l i k e l y t o 
be back to take command i n the course of a week or two. 
I f I do hear from Hyde I w i l l w r i t e to you immediately 
and l e a r n what you t h i n k of i t . I should l i k e t o go 
w i t h Hyde f i r s t r a t e f o r I am sure he would push h i s 
Regiment ahead as f a s t as p o s s i b l e which would s u i t me 
t o a dot. 

The Regiment i s a t present l o c a t e d i n a 
s p l e n d i d and v e r y h e a l t h y p l a c e . We have n i c e sea 
b a t h i n g and a l l the l u x u r i e s of the season. I wish K i l l 
had been here to go crabbing here w i t h me. I go every 
few days. I t i s impossible to go without g e t t i n g a 
mess, and a l l the o y s t e r s and clams t h a t are wanted when 
the t i d e i s out. A l s o p l e n t y o f f i s h & c. 

Give my l o v e to Aunt, L i b , Abbie, Em, & 
K i l l , C a l , Job, Lyd & Joe, & D e l i g h t & the C h i l d r e n , 
Mr. Kerr and a l l f r i e n d s who enquire and b e l i e v e me as 
ever u n t i l l death, 

Your a f f . Nephew 

Waters . Braman 



Steamer Nantasket, Potomac R i v e r 
Sept. 3d, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

Night before l a s t we r e c e i v e d orders t o 
embark f o r A l e x a n d r i a and have a r r i v e d there per steamer 
and got almost unloaded, when we were ordered to Washington, 
f o r which p l a c e we are now bound. We are ordered t o r e j o i n 
w i t h the other f o u r companies, and are t o be brigaded immedi­
a t e l y , and s h a l l probably see more a c t i v e s e r v i c e than we 
have f o r any time during our existance as a regiment. 

The News here i s not very encouraging but I 
hope f o r the b e s t . I have not r e c e i v e d any of your l e t t e r s 
f o r over a f o r t n i g h t , as a l l our l e t t e r s went to Head Q t r s . 
of the Army of the Potomac. I hope C o l , Crocker w i l l j o i n 
us soon e s p e c i a l l y now as we are l i k e l y t o see some s p o r t . 

As I am e n t i r e l y short o f news except t h a t I 
am w e l l as ever, you must excuse my not w r i t i n g more. We 
had q u i t e a n i c e s a i l up the Chesapeke bay 8B Potomac R i v e r . 
I t was v e r y Rough and a l l the Consequences f o l l o w e d t h a t are 
attendent on sea s i c k n e s s . I was l u c k y enough t o escape 
but d i d not dare to laugh at the others f o r f e a r i t would be 
my t u r n next. As u s u a l , I came across an o l d f r i e n d of 
mine on board the boat and consequently was made at home on 
board, s l e e p i n g on a bed w i t h white sheets, and the freedom 
of the boat b e s i d e s . The way I became acquainted w i t h him 
(the steward) was t h a t I had him i n the guard house w h i l e a t 
White House, but as i t was no f a u l t of mine t h a t he was there 
and as I used him l i k e a gentleman, he o n l y returned t h e 
compliment. 

The Lord o n l y knows where we w i l l be when I 
w r i t e next, but I guess i t w i l l be a l l r i g h t . Give my love 
to a l l , Aunt Hannah, Abbie, L i b b i e , Em, K i l l , D e l i g h t and 
the C h i l d r e n , C a l , Job, Lyd, Joe, and every one, 

And b e l i e v e me t i l l death, 

Your a f f e c . Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 



R o c k v i l l e , Maryland 
Head Q t r s . Army of Va. 
Sept. 9th, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

Since w r i t i n g yon from the Steamer Nantasket 
I have reed, your l e t t e r , a l s o one from K i l l & another from Em, 
When we a r r i v e d i n Washington we found t h a t Genl, M c C l e l l a n 
was to remain i n Washington and our Regiment was ordered t o 
he c o n s o l i d a t e d w i t h the other k cos, and was t o have been 
brigaded. But the Genl, was ordered i n command of the 
whole army and has again taken the f i e l d . Of course he 
co u l d not get along without the 93d ^ d now the whole 
Regiment i s attached t o h i s head Q t r s . We remained i n 
Washington f o r a few days and on Sunday l a s t marched t o 
Tennalty-town and yesterday t o t h i s p l a c e . Our duty i s 
t o guard Head Q t r s . & act as Provost-Guard around Genl. 
Head Q t r s . I heard yesterday from Eph. He i s a l i v e and 
w e l l or was day before yesterday. 

I f p o s s i b l e there i s to be one o f f i c e r from 
each company sent n o r t h on r e c r u i t i n g s e r v i c e , and i f so I 
s h a l l come, but not u n t i l l t h i s next f i g h t comes o f f . I 
do not know when t h i s w i l l reach you as the m a i l s do not 
leave r e g u l a r , s i n c e secesh has made t h i s Raid i n t o Maryland. 
There i s no- news but what you have as soon as we do here. 
There i s a p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t when we march again the f o u r 
companies o n l y w i l l remain w i t h Head Quarters and our s i x 
r e t u r n to Washington t o be on duty t h e r e . C o l . Crocker was 
w i t h us i n Washington but can not y e t take command as h i s 
exchange i s not yet r a t i f i e d . 

Probably we w i l l have to come down from W a l l 
Tents to Rubber b l a n k e t s and sleep on the ground again , but 
we can stand i t I t h i n k . T h i s p a r t of the country i s 
s p l e n d i d , and I r a t h e r t h i n k we can manage t o l i v e i f any 
Regiment can, we have a c o r n f i e l d on each side of us and 
p l e n t y of Peach orchards so we w i l l not l a c k of t h a t k i n d 
of eatables and l o t s of chickens t o be had. The i n h a b i t a n t s 
here are very d i f f e r e n t from the h a l f s t a r v e d renegades 
of the P e n i n s u l a , and t r e a t us w e l l , and seem l i k e White F o l k s , 

The l O ^ t h has seen p r e t t y hard f i g h t i n g i n 
the b a t t l e o f l a s t Saturday, L i e u t . C o l . 
showed the white f e a t h e r again and was taken suddenly s i c k 
when the b u l l e t s began t o f l y and has not yet recovered. 
He was i n command of the Regt. a t the time. 

Give my love t o Aunt Hannah and the g i r l s 
and Em & K i l l ( I w i l l w r i t e them i n a day or two) and a l s o 



t o a l l f r i e n d s o f the f a m i l y and the young l a d i e s who were 
k i n d enough t o remember me. I hope soon t o be present at a 
b a t t l e t h a t w i l l c l o s e t h i s Campaign i n a manner t h a t secesh 
won't l i k e , you have no idea of the confidence of the men i n 
M c C l e l l a n , and the enthusiasm w i t h which he i s greeted every­
where . 

With love and g r a t i t u d e t o you, I remain as 

ever, 

Your a f f . Nephew, 

Waters W. Braman 



Genl, Head Quarters, Camp near 
Middleburgh, Md., Sept. 11th, 1862 

Dear Em & K i l l : 

Both of your l e t t e r s were r e c e i v e d i n course 
o f time and read of course w i t h p l e a s u r e . We are on the 
march so c o n t i n u a l l y t h a t I have almost f o r g o t t e n how many 
l e t t e r s I have r e c e i v e d or w r i t t e n & t h i n k I must owe the 
" g i r l s " one or two. 

We have j u s t f i n i s h e d a short march of 7 
m i l e s hut i n a t e r r i b l e r a i n storm, and expect to move again 
tomorrow morning. Co. C. has been d e t a i l e d t o guard the 
commissary Dept. under command o f L i e u t . C o l . P o t e r , "Com. o f 
Subsistance" army of the Potomac. As you see by my w r i t i n g 
from Hd. Q t r s . I am not w i t h Co. C. which we l e f t or r a t h e r 
which l e f t us a t R o c k v i l l e and I am a c t i n g as adjutant to 
the regiment. 

Our duty here i s a l l n i c e and fancy but I do 
not l i k e i t as w e l l as I expected although one of the most 
honorable i n the army s t i l l i t i s very monotonous and the 
poorest place i n the army t o hear the news of what i s going. 
The 93d i s i n s p l e n d i d c o n d i t i o n what there i s of i t and i n 
t h e i r p e c u l i a r l i n e of duty I t h i n k they are second t o none 
i n t h i s or the r e g u l a r army. There are a l s o k cos. of 
r e g u l a r s a t head Quarters from whom we have learned much. 

I t i s reported today t h a t C o l . Crocker's 
exchange has been r a t i f i e d and I suppose he w i l l take command 
immediately and probably get us brigaded, ( f o r the f i g h t i s 
i n him) i f p o s s i b l e , 

I have heard t h a t Eph was w e l l a few days ago 
but do not know whether the l O ^ t h i s i n t h i s d i v i s i o n of the 
Army as the movements are so r a p i d i t i s impossible t o t e l l 
where "one" i s going t o sleep over n i g h t , or get any r e l i a b l e 
i n f o r m a t i o n of your own whereabouts even. 

We l e f t our camp standing on M e r i d i a n H i l l 
and perhaps s h a l l r e t u r n t h e r e . The o f f i c e r s had t o b i d 
good bye t o w a l l t e n t s and a l l the l u x u r i e s they have been 
i n d u l g i n g i n , but as u s u a l , b e i n g r a t h e r l u c k y myself, (and 
a c t i n g as adjutant) I had t o have a t e n t t o do the business 
of the regiment p r o p e r l y , and w i t h one p r i v e l e g e took a good 
many more; and had a l l the r e s t of my t r a p s brought even 
i r o n bedstead, H a i r mattress and e v e r y t h i n g , so you see I 
am bound t o be comfortable and I do t h i n k t h a t my good h e a l t h 
has been the r e s u l t of my t a k i n g good care of and l o o k i n g 
out f o r myself. 

We are expecting a grand f i g h t here i n a 
day or two, there have immense q u a n t i t i e s of a r t i l l e r y passed 
us on the road today, the 93d w i l l be i n h e a r i n g of the music 
and perhaps j o i n i n the dance, our o f f i c e r s are blowing so 



about -wanting t o f i g h t I almost wish they might be g r a t i f i e d , 
f o r they j u s t t h i n k they can beat any " r e g u l a r s " (They t h i n k 
they can l i c k a l l Keine") (This quotation i s not from Shakes­
peare) (but some other p o e t ) , but Maj. H a l l e r , who commands 
the d i f f e r e n t body guards t h i n k s the 93d a l l r i g h t . 

We o c c a s i o n a l l y see a few o f the deluded 
f o l l o w e r s o f Stonewall ( a l i a s Grindstone) Jackson as a l l 
p r i s o n e r s are brought t o Hd. Q t r s . They begin t o look good 
i n t h i s p a r t o f the country as they have appro p r i a t e d so much 
of Uncle Sam's commisary s t o r e s . Thanks to the i m b e c i l i t y 
of one General and the treason of another. I t would be 
impossible t o get t h i s army to f i g h t under e i t h e r McDowell 
the t r a i t o r o r the incompetant Pope or any one but our 
own M c C l e l l a n . 

You should hear some of the new r e c r u i t s t h a t 
are i n camp around Washington t e l l i n g about how hard t h e i r 
duty i s when they o n l y come on duty once i n h or 5 days and 
have t e n t s and s o f t bread and the l i k e . Wait t i l l they 
have t o eat Hardies f o r about 15 months and they w i l l not 
t h i n k i t so hard as they do now. I hope we s h a l l give the 
Rebels an u t t e r Rout here, f o r i f we don't t h i n g s w i l l be 
r a t h e r mixed, s t i l l , the whole army i s confident t h a t under 
M c C l e l l a n they can whip more than an equal number. 

With l o v e t o Uncle and Aunt and the g i r l s , 
and a l l the f a m i l y . My respects t o Miss V e r g i n i a and a l l 
the r e s t of the young l a d i e s , and K i l l s f o l k s and a l l f r i e n d s 
of the f a m i l y , I remain as ever, 

Your a f f . Cousin 

Waters 

"Em & K i l l Rousseau" 



B a t t l e f i e l d near Boonsborough 
Sept. l 6 t h , 1862 

Bear Uncle & Aunt: 

You must excuse t h i s hasty s c r i b b l e but our 
o l d Post-Master has j u s t come from Washington w i t h our m a i l . 
He i s to r e t u r n Immediately and I don't know when I should 
have an opportunity of sending a g a i n , f o r although at Head 
Q t r s . we are c o n t i n u a l l y on the move and w i t h i n s i g h t of the 
enemy, Genl. M c C l e l l a n has h a r d l y q u i t the saddle f o r the 
l a s t t hree days, during which the f i g h t has raged t o a 
g r e a t e r or l e s s extent c o n t i n u a l l y and we have l a i n a l l the 
time i n s i g h t of the f i g h t i n g and among the dead and wounded. 

The Rebels made a savage stand on the mountains 
but c o u l d not stand the savage bayonet charges of our men 
e s p e c i a l l y w i t h Genl. M c C l e l l a n cheering them on i n person. 
Our whole army was i n p l a i n s i g h t of the Rebel Genls, from 
the top of the mountains, so they could see every manoever, 
but one a f t e r another t h e i r b a t t e r i e s were taken and turned 
upon themselves, t h e i r l o s s i s three t o one of ours and i s 
t e r r i b l e i n k i l l e d & p r i s o n e r s as a l l t h e i r wounded are i n 
our hands. As I am w r i t i n g the cannonading i s l i k e v o l l e y s 
o f musketry. The wagon t r a i n s had pressed so f a r t h a t 
they are ordered and are now p a s s i n g to the re a r * A l l t h i s 
i s i n p l a i n s i g h t of the b a t t l e f i e l d , as the Rebels make 
a stand on every h i l l but t o no use. Determination i s 
w r i t t e n on every countenance and we must succeed. That coat 
I sent by express j u s t before we l e f t Washington and I ne­
g l e c t e d i n my l a s t t o mention i t . As you say, i t i s value­
l e s s as a coat but I wanted to keep i t and have not worn i t 
i n two months and the f l y s were making a r o o s t of i t . The 
paper I want preserved as i t i s the proof of the o n l y time 
I was ever under a r r e s t , which was o n l y temporary and u n t i l l 
I c o u l d make out a statement o f the f a c t s of the case and 
you see the r e s u l t . I f we had remained a t Harrisons Landing 
I should have p r e f e r r e d charges a g a i n s t the gentleman by order 
of C o l . I n g a l l s (which he would f i n d not very pleasant w i t h 
the C h i e f Q t r . Master's approval on i t . C o l . I n g a l l s i s now 
w i t h us a t Hd. Q t r s . and i s a good f r i e n d of mine. I have been 
on duty more under him than any one e l s e i n the army. 

The Rebels have j u s t charged our b a t t e r i e s but 
have been repulsed and are i n f u l l r e t r e a t and i t i s as s t i l l 
as death where a moment before the r o a r s o f A r t i l l e r y were 
deafening. A s h e l l has j u s t k i l l e d one man and wounded another 
not 200 yards from where I am w r i t i n g . The e n t i r e army i s 
moving by the f l a n k and i t i s a s p l e n d i d s i g h t to see the 
l i n e s o f s k i r m i s h e r s and the troops i n l i n e behind them. No 
one t h i n k s of the s o l d i e r s whose young blood i s f l o w i n g ( i n 
every p a r t o f the f i e l d ) i n -



defense of country, and i t s laws - each one marches on without 
time t o t h i n k o f the f r i e n d he steps over i n the way - I saw 
Eph Regt. yesterday - f o u r d i f f e r e n t times hut d i d not see him 
he i s w e l l - he sent h i s compliments t o me l a s t n i g h t by one of 
our L i e u t s . The 1 0 k i s i n the f i g h t a t the present movement and 
I have not heard but am going forward and w i l l see - I wish I 
could delay the sending of t h i s u n t i l l I could a s c e r t a i n f o r I 
know how anxious D e l i g h t -& you must f e e l but I t r u s t he w i l l 
come out a l l r i g h t . I don't know but we may be ordered i n t o the 
f i g h t our guns are a l l loaded and i f our f o r c e s are d r i v e n a 
quarter of a m i l e we must f i g h t or skedaddle but I t h i n k secesh 
i s i n a bad f i x t h i s time. 

In haste w i t h love t o a l l . 

As ever, 

Waters 

I w i l l w r i t e tomorrow. 



Head Quarters Army of the Potomac 
Camp near Sharpsburg, Md., 
Sept. 18th, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

For the last few days we have had l i v e l y times 
(business had been good), More cripples and widows made 
than there are inhabitants i n the city of Troy. The last 
battles have a l l resulted i n favor of the glorious old stars 
and stripes, but the loss has been fearful. Some regiments 
have hardly enough l e f t to form a color guard to their 
tattered flag. Genl. McClellan i s everywhere and i s f a i r l y 
worshipped by the troops. I hope the northern people begin 
to see the risk that was run by not reinforcing the army 
of the Potomac on the Peninsula and the different results 
that might have resulted had he been reinforced at that time. 
I saw Eph yesterday and he stayed with me last night. His 
regiment suffered slightly. Eph has got two awful bad feet, 
from the last six weeks march and thinks of resigning and go­
ing in to the sutter business. Eph and myself rode over the 
battleground after our troops had driven the enemy. The 
sight was dreadful on the mornings f i e l d and on about a mile 
the sight was glorious. The cannons were blazing away right 
into each others mouths and every few moments a y e l l , a volley 
of musketry and we knew there was a charge, I have been out 
on the battle ground two or three times since. Every house 
i s a hospital. 

Friday morning, Sept. 19th, 1862 

There has been no fighting of any consequence 
since yesterday but we are expecting the fight to begin again 
every moment. It i s reported that the Rebels are "skedadeling" 
but McClellan won't le t them i f he can help i t . Eph staid with 
me again last night. His feet are worse than ever this 
morning. He wrote to Delight last evening. He feels pretty 
well except his feet. The 9 3 d i s s t i l l i n the same position 
at Hd. Qtrs, but came pretty near having a hand i n the fight 
day before yesterday. We issued 60 Extra Rounds of b a l l 
cartidges and were i n line awaiting orders to move, but Mc­
Clellan 1 s case i s far from being at such a state that anyone 
regiment (even the 93d) i s required to turn the tide of 
battle. Reinforcements are arriving for us and I have no 
doubt for the Rebs also, and this fight w i l l be a terrible 
one, and probably a very decisive one also. 

We do not get any mail at a l l for the past 
few days. If we whip the Rebels today and tomorrow we shall 
probably be i n Washington within a fortnight p Col, Crocker 
has not yet reported for duty, I should not wonder i f he 
was figuring i n Washington for a * on his shoulder straps. 
It i s reported that Major Cassidy has been appointed Lieut, 
Col* of one of the new regiments, another instance of the 



the corruptness of the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a t Albany s t i l l 
I am g l a d he has been promoted out o f our Regiment although 
he never d i d us any good or any harm, nor do I b e l i e v e he 
w i l l t o the new Regiment. 

We have four vacancies, or r a t h e r we have two 
and probably w i l l have two more by the time we a r r i v e i n 
Washington. Co, D. has not y e t r e j o i n e d the regiment and I 
should not be s u r p r i s e d i f they were a permanent d e t a i l f o r 
t h i s campaign. 

Give my love t o Aunt, L i b , Abbie, D e l i g h t and 
the C h i l d r e n , Em, K i l l , C a l , Job, Lyd, & Joe, and a l l f r i e n d s 
of the f a m i l y , and b e l i e v e me as ever, 

Your a f f . Nephew, 

Waters W, Braman 

P.S. Why don't e i t h e r of the g i r l s w r i t e , I have not 
had a l e t t e r from them i n a month and over. 

Waters 



Yesterday I r e c e i v e d your l e t t e r from Union 
V i l l a g e and t h i s morning one from you dated a t Troy, but 
have not yet had the pleasure of reading t h a t other one 
t h a t has not y e t a r r i v e d , and I s u r e l y have w r i t t e n o f t e n 
enough t o some of the f a m i l y . The only one I can a f f o r d 
t o w r i t e t o i s Uncle Waters, without w a i t i n g t o t h i n k 
whether he owes me one or I owe him three or f o u r , f o r I 
have kept him p r e t t y w e l l posted, and a l e t t e r t o him I 
am sure you a l l get the b e n e f i t o f , but s t i l l I t h i n k I 
can keep you a l l agoing, excepting on the march, f o r then 
we don't get a m a i l o f t e n e r than once a week, and then you 
see get three or f o u r l e t t e r s and no time t o answer them. 
But now our l e t t e r s come w i t h Hd, Q t r s . and we s h a l l get 
them h e r a f t e r every day. About my f r i e n d "Evans","Major 
& c", he never was even "Drum Major" but o n l y C h i e f Musician 
he never would be mustered i n t o the s e r v i c e , and so when 
pay day came he coul d not draw any pay from Government & 
the o f f i c e r s who were w i l l i n g p a i d him, and they d i s l i k e d 
him so much he was t o l d he had b e t t e r leave, & L e f t . One 
l i t t l e i n c i d e n t I can but mention. One Sgt. Baine of 
Co. I d i e d on the same boat w i t h him, and the L i e u t , o f 
Co, I . gave him $35.00 t o have the body emblamed, which 
he d i d and then t o l d " B i l l y Baines" f o l k s who l i v e i n 
Argyle t h a t he had p a i d i t h i m s e l f and got the money again 
from them. I co u l d mention a number of other circumstances 
but the subject i s unpleasant. He has promised me by 
l e t t e r t o take p i s t o l & B e l t up and give i t t o " K i l l " but 
i n s i s t s t h a t he l o s t the other t h i n g s . 

Give my respects t o a l l the f r i e n d s i n Union 
V i l l a g e when you w r i t e . 

I t seems t o me the North are mighty hard t o 
pl e a s e . I f M c C l e l l a n whips the r e b e l s they t h i n k he should 
have captured the Rebel Congress. Anyone t h a t t h i n k s they 
can beat him l e t them t r y . I am sure t h a t has been p r e t t y 
w e l l i n v e s t i g a t e d and proved by the l a s t b a t t l e of "Mannassas" 
and " B u l l Run". I f the f a u l t f i n d i n g " T r a i t o r s " c o u l d 
only see M c C l e l l a n r i d e past a " D i v i s i o n i n L i n e " perhaps 
j u s t about t o enter the f i g h t and j u s t hear them cheer, why 
i t seems as i f every man vowed i n h i s heart t o the great 
General of the Universe t o do h i s best o r d i e and I t h i n k 
i f t h a t same u n s a t i s f i e d t r a i t o r , A b o l i t i o n i s t o r what i f 
he could o n l y p l u c k up courage enough t o go over the b a t t l e 
f i e l d about 2 k hours a f t e r I t h i n k he would be converted. 
T r u l y i t i s a t e r r i b l e s i g h t . The "body" b l a c k and i n 
every imaginable c o n t o r t i o n , some l o a d i n g t h e i r guns some 
on t h e i r knees behind a fence, and a l l more or l e s s b l o a t e d 
and h o r r i b l y d i s f i g u r e d . I t h i n k I can s m e l l them even 



now. When the -work o f "burying" got too disagreeable 
f o r our men the secesh p r i s o n e r s were made t o d i g the 
graves of t h e i r l a t e comrades. They look b e t t e r -with a 
shovel i n t h e i r hands than w i t h a gun. Great as has 
been Mc C l e l l a n s v i c t o r y , there i s no t e l l i n g how i t would 
have r e s u l t e d had the Rebels another reserve. Our troops 
were a l l ready t o continue the f i g h t on Thursday morning 
but those who knew b e t t e r than you or I d i d not see f i t 
t o b r i n g on a general engagement. I t i s not c e r t a i n but 
we may catch a b i g p o r t i o n o f t h e i r army y e t . I f we don't 
i t w i l l be no f a u l t of M c C l e l l a n s . 

The G - a - l - l - i - a - n - t 93& s t i l l s n uffs the 
b a t t l e from a f a r . That i s about a m i l e or so ( i f i t i s a 
safe p l a c e ) . I have not seen Eph since l e a v i n g " K u d y s v i l l e " 
r a t h e r t h i n k perhaps he snuf s the same wind t h a t the 93& 
does and a c t s a c c o r d i n g l y . He was i n p r e t t y bad shape 
f o r marching when I saw him. 

C o l . B u t l e r has got an order t o send r e c r u i t ­
i n g o f f i c e r s home, but ob j e c t s t o doing so i n the face of 
the enemy and has obtained permission to send them when he 
sees f i t , which w i l l be when t h i s campaign i s over and 
the army goes i n t o w i n t e r q t r s . I f nothing happens I s h a l l 
probably be one of the p a r t y but not f o r c e r t a i n , and some­
t h i n g may happen i n a few days and you see me before you 
know i t . With love to Aunt & Uncle, Abbie, Em, K i l l , 
D e l i g h t & C h i l . , and a l l , my x-espects t o Mr. Kerr, Alexander 
and a l l f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , I remain as ever, 

w i t h much love 

Waters. 

W i l l w r i t e t o Abbie tomorrow. 
W. 



Head Quarters 93d N. Y. V. 
Camp near Antietam, Md. 
September 30th, 1862 

I r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from you on the same 
day as L i b b i e ' s was reed, and as I had w r i t t e n double-
headed l e t t e r s two or three times I thought I would wait 
a day or so i n hopes of having something i n t e r e s t i n g t o 
w r i t e about. We were then encamped near the v i l l a g e of 
Sharpsburgh and are now on l y about three m i l e s from t h a t 
place towards Harpers F e r r y . We see the troops moving 
every day but are t o t a l l y unacquainted w i t h the obje c t of 
any of the movements f o r the past f o u r or f i v e days and 
of the whereabouts of the redoubtable Stonewall. We 
are i n the poorest p l a c e i n the whole army t o a s c e r t a i n 
or anything of the k i n d . I t i s j u s t l i k e b e ing i n the 
c i t y of Washington and w a i t i n g f o r New York papers f o r 
the c i t y news. 

We have l o t s of duty t o keep us busy and 
what s u i t s me we have Major H a l t e r , the Commandant of 
Head Quarters to d r i l l us and a company of " r e g u l a r s " ( 
t h a t i s w i t h us on duty) i n the " B a t t a l i o n D r i l l " and there 
are a great many l i t t l e "Ideas" about the guides & c. 
th a t i t i s impossible to l e a r n from the books. And as 
the Major has h i s o f f i c e r i g h t i n my t e n t I can ask him 
any questions about the d r i l l . The Major i s a s p l e n d i d l y 
d r i l l e d o f f i c e r having been i n the " s e r v i c e " a t l e a s t 
t h i r t y y e a r s , and i t i s a great p r i v i l e g e t o get the b e n e f i t 
of h i s knowledge. He i s the "Boss" around Head Quarters 
and I n o t i c e I keep on the r i g h t side of the Major and 
make out h i s r e p o r t s i n good s t y l e once i n a w h i l e , about 
which he i s an awf u l o l d "fudge". 

The Regulars can't beat the 93d much on 
d r i l l and they don't pretend t o t h i n k they can. The 
r e c r u i t i n g o f f i c e r s c o n s i s t i n g o f the adjutant and two 
seargents have some of them had p r e t t y good l u c k , and 
have been ordered back t o the regiment w i t h what men 
they have got. 

We have been expecting t o r e t u r n t o Washington 
before t h i s time and I have no doubt our regiment w i l l spend 
the w i n t e r on duty i n t h a t c i t y as we were ordered and 
d i d leave our camp on M e r i d i a n H i l l a l l standing u n t i l l our 
r e t u r n . And i t makes a good place f o r our convalescant 
s o l d i e r s r e t u r n i n g from the " H o s p i t a l s " t o stop u n t i l l they 
get a b l e t o j o i n the regiment. C o l . Crocker i s there i n 
camp and I don't see why he does not come t o the regiment. 
There i s some sharp f i g u r i n g going on about something I guess 
L i e u t . Moore and one o f our capts, (Johnson) are s i c k there 
and a l s o our Quarter master. 



This i s a s p l e n d i d country, we can buy f r e s h 
"bread", " p i e s " and a l l such t h i n g s a t almost every house 
and the people seem t o be "union". E s p e c i a l l y s ince they 
have seen the secesh army "face t o f a c e " . I s h a l l probably 
be w r i t i n g home i n a few weeks (unless I come myself, which 
i s very probable) f o r some woolen socks and some more Hand­
k e r c h i e f s ( s i l k ) and perhaps a woolen s h i r t or two, and i f 
we are t o be i n Washington f o r my over-coat. Give my love 
t o Em & K i l l & my respects t o Jennie, C h r i s t i e , and 
the other young l a d i e s and much love t o Aunt Uncle, L i b 
D e l i g h t 8s the C h i l d r e n , the f o l k s i n Washington County and 
y o u r s e l f and a l l f r i e n d s , 

I remain as ever, 

Your a f f , Cousin 

Waters. 

The weather has been s p l e n d i d but i t i s g e t t i n g t o be the 
season f o r wet & mud i n t h i s country and you need not be 
s u r p r i s e d t o hear we have gone i n t o w i n t e r q u a r t e r s . 

Waters. 



Camp of 93d Regt. N.Y.S.V. Oct. 5th, 1862 
"MORGAN RIFLES" 

My dear Aunt: 

I r e c e i v e d Uncle's l e t t e r of the 29th yes­
terday, i t was detained i n consequence of being r e c e i v e d 
by the Company a t R o c k v i l l e but the Capt. sent i t up the 
f i r s t chance. I am g l a d t o hear t h a t Uncle's & your own 
h e a l t h has been good. I t h i n k your t r i p n o r t h d i d you 
good and hope you w i l l have the pleasure' s of the t r i p 
renewed another season and a good many seasons. As f o r 
myself I am & have been very w e l l indeed and tough as a 
"pine knot" f o r which I am very t h a n k f u l . The Army i s 
no p l a c e f o r a weak c o n s t i t u t i o n , i t i s more apt t o r u i n a 
good one. But I always take care o f myself and Co. C.. 
The Company has been a t R o c k v i l l e ever since we l e f t t h a t 
p l a c e and have had s p l e n d i d f a r e . They are now on the 
March a f t e r us and I expect them tomorrow. I sometimes 
wish I had stayed w i t h them, they had such good times, 
but I would not miss seeing what we have f o r the world. 

C o l . Crocker has taken command of the Regt. 
and i s now w i t h us. I t h i n k my chance of coming home i s 
p r e t t y s l i m j u s t now, since he has come, f o r he t h i n k s i t 
best to send home those whose s e r v i c e s can best be spared 
i n the regiment and as the prospect now i s (-̂ he government 
have been sending great q u a n t i t e s of troops t h i s way l a t e l y ) 
t h a t we s h a l l begin another campaign towards Richmond and 
I would not l i k e t o be away i f t h e r e i s t o be an a c t i v e 
campaign. I would l i k e t o come n o r t h f o r a few days & 
see you a l l , but do not t h i n k r e c r u i t i n g s e r v i c e equal t o 
being i n the f i e l d . S t i l l , i f I do get the chance you 
may expect me. Our Regt. i s improving very f a s t i n d i s ­
c i p l i n e and I t h i n k they w i l l continue w i t h Head Q t r s , 
c e r t a i n l y f o r t h i s campaign. 

Head Quarters i s t o move t o Harpers F e r r y 
tomorrow and i f Uncle Waters cou l d come down he could come 
there as easy as t o go t o Washington ( v i a B a l t i m o r e ) . The 
o n l y t r o u b l e would be g e t t i n g the "Provost M a r s h a l l ' s pass) 
which he probably could get unless there were q u a n t i t i e s 
o f troops moving over the road and I should be w o n d e r f u l l y 
g l a d to see him and could make him as comfortable ( i n our 
way) as p o s s i b l e i n camp. 

The Regt. i s t o be p a i d o f f next week. We 
have been very f o r t u n a t e i n t h i s respect as there are some 
regiments w i t h 5 or 6 months pay due. I t h i n k u n t i l f u r t h e r 
orders you had b e t t e r d i r e c t your l e t t e r s t o me as f o l l o w s : 

L i e u t . Waters W. Braman 
Head Quarters Genl. M c C l e l l a n 

Army of the Potomac. 



•without p u t t i n g the number of the Regiment on at a l l or 
I don't know but you might as w e l l too, f o r then i t would 
come one way or the other. With love to Em, K i l l , L i b , 
Abbie, D e l i g h t , C h i l d r e n , and a l l the f o l k s i n Union 
V i l l a g e & f r i e n d s o f the f a m i l y , 

I remain as ever, 

Waters. 



Headquarters 93d Regt. N.Y.V. 
Camp near K h o x v i l l e , Md. 
October 9th, 1862 

My Dear Em: 

Your l a s t ( i f o r g e t the date) was re c e i v e d 
as u s u a l w i t h p l e a s u r e . About t h a t " G i r l " K i l l d i d not 
go t o see, I suppose Bob has t o l d some curio u s s t o r i e s 
t o match the Union V i l l a g e s t o r i e s . I wish K i l l had 
went. I f e a r he would have been disappointed but I can't 
say as I have not heard from N. Y. f o r the l a s t three or 
fo u r months, not since my l a s t l e t t e r from Bob which 
was so lon g ago t h a t I can not remember t o w i t h i n a month 
or two of the date. I am s o r r y Bob i s s i c k . I wrote 
to him about a week before I r e c e i v e d your l e t t e r . We 
were then a t Sharpsburgh but yesterday we came across the 
mountains t o t h i s p l a c e . We are encamped on the road 
from F r e d e r i c k C i t y t o 'Harpers F e r r y about 5 m i l e s from 
the l a t t e r p l a c e and about 2 m i l e s from E h o x v i l l e and i f 
Uncle or K i l l wanted t o come down now would be j u s t the 
time as they co u l d come t o w i t h i n 2 m i l e s of us by R a i l 
Road i n about k-Q hours r i d e from Troy. I do wish Uncle 
Waters would come. He could come t o Baltimore and then 
take the road to Harpers F e r r y & K h o x v i l l e i s about three 
m i l e s t h i s s i d e t h a t p l a c e and there i s a R a i l Road 
s t a t i o n t h e r e . 

I do not know why we came here as i t i s 
d i r e c t l y on the road back t o Washington and every step we 
marched yesterday was so much nearer t h a t p l a c e . I suppose 
we are w a i t i n g f o r some movement down on the P e n i n s u l a . 
There i s a s t o r y here t h a t Gen, H a l l e c k i s t o take command 
of the army i n the south west, t h a t M c C l e l l a n i s t o replace 
H a l l e c k as secy, of War & c, & t h a t Gen, Hooker i s to take 
command of the army of the Potomac, 

Mrs, M c C l e l l a n i s i n camp and the Genl, has 
h i s Hd Q t r s . i n a house near the camp. The chances of my 
coming home r e c r u i t i n g are p r e t t y poor j u s t at present, and 
I don't know as I should fancy the business much & I t h i n k 
I should be home s i c k t o get back, a f t e r I had been home 
about two weeks. 

We are t o have a grand review of the HdQuarter 
Guards, tomorrow, by Genl. P a t r i c k who comes t o take the 
pl a c e of Genl. Andrew P o r t e r , as Provost M a r s h a l l Genl. We 
expect a grand a f f a i r , I am s o r r y a l l the young f o l k s are 
going from next door. I t would be so pleasant f o r you i f 
the C h r i s t i e s were t o stay a l l w i n t e r but you w i l l s u r e l y 
miss Tate so much. Give my love t o a l l the f o l k s over home 
and t o C a l & Job and a l l , I wish K i l l would come down 
and you t o o , There i s a H o t e l here i f you d i d not l i k e 



camp l i f e . And I t h i n k I could make you both as com­
f o r t a b l e i n camp as you would be a t the v i l l a g e . I 
t h i n k we s h a l l s tay here or a t Harpers F e r r y f o r some weeks 
and p o s s i b l y go back t o Washington a t the end of the 
time. 

Love t o a l l the young l a d i e s and K i l l and 
y o u r s e l f , Waters 



Hd. Q t r s . N, Y. V o l . 93d 
Camp near K h o x v i l l e 
October 17th, 1862 

Yours of the 2nd and Uncles of the 9th 
a r r i v e d by yesterdays m a i l . I t was the f i r s t m a i l we 
had r e c e i v e d i n a f o r t n i g h t but expect t o r e c e i v e i t 
more r e g u l a r l y h e n c e f o r t h . I should have w r i t t e n be­
f o r e but I was d a i l y expecting the m a i l t o a r r i v e , and 
I was sure of a l e t t e r o r two and in t e n d i n g t o answer 
as soon as r e c e i v e d but i f there had been any more I 
should have w r i t t e n t o Uncle Waters without w a i t i n g f o r 
any m a i l . 

I t h i n k I wrote from camp near K h o x v i l l e 
i n my l a s t , we are now about 6 m i l e s from t h a t camp across 
the mountains but about 3 m i l e s from K h o x v i l l e s t i l l . 
I suppose we moved because Stewarts Cavalry passed so 
near t h a t i t was thought s a f e r t o be here near Burnsides 
Corps. We laugh a good d e a l about our r a l l y i n g on a 
'Corps de armie". 

There was q u i t e a l i t t l e f i g h t j u s t over 
the r i v e r yesterday, but I t h i n k i t was only an armed 
Reconoisance to a s c e r t a i n the p o s i t i o n and f o r c e of the 
enemy, preparatory t o a grand move i n a day or so. I 
heard some heavy guns j u s t a t dark, and should not be 
s u r p r i s e d i f there was a general engagement tomorrow, 
as Genl. M c C l e l l a n has been over the r i v e r f o r the past 
few days, which means something. 

Our Army i s i n f i n e c o n d i t i o n and s p l e n d i d 
d i s c i p l i n e , a l l s t r a g g l e r s are sent t o work on the f o r t i ­
f i c a t i o n s a t Harpers F e r r y . The 93d continue t h e i r d a i l y 
d r i l l s and have r e c e i v e d the compliments of more than one 
general f o r t h e i r f i n e appearance and good d i s c i p l i n e 
d uring the past week. 

The Adjutant has not yet returned and there 
i s a great d e a l of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n about the manner i n 
which he has conducted the business he has been on, I 
expect t o go to Washington tomorrow on business f o r the 
regiment which three o r f o u r o f f i c e r s t r i e d t o do and now 
the C o l . i s going t o send me. I t w i l l be my f i r s t absence 
from the regiment since l e a v i n g the s t a t e of New York and 
the C o l . hates t o l e t me go now, and may change h i s mind 
before morning as i t i s . I have been very busy l a t e l y 
as I have had t o s t r a i g h t e n out the whole of the Adjutants 
department since the regiment has been i n s e r v i c e . I t 
was i n a t e r r i b l e s t a t e o f d i s o r d e r , i n f a c t , we are o n l y 
now l e a r n i n g our d u t i e s as o f f i c e r s when we thought we knew 
i t a l l before we l e f t Albany. 



I f I go to the c i t y tomorrow and can draw 
&y P a y I s®- going t o get a new dress uniform. The C o l . 
has decided t o send r e c r u i t i n g o f f i c e r s home as soon as 
the Adjutant r e t u r n s . I do not know who the l u c k y ones 
w i l l he f o r as you can imagine there are p l e n t y of a p p l i ­
cants f o r the f a v o r . 

I am s o r r y t o l e a r n of Em's sickness and 
t r u s t she i s w e l l ere t h i s , she would he i f any wish of 
mine could accomplish i t . 

With much love t o Uncle, Aunt, Em, K i l l 
Abbie and a l l , I am as ever your a f f . c o u s i n , 

In haste 

Waters 

P.S. W i l l w r i t e t o Uncle Waters tomorrow and i f p o s s i b l e 
t r y and l e a r n something of Eph. 

W. 



Head Quarters 93d N. Y. V o l . 
K h o x v i l l e , Md. October 19th, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

Today seems the most l i k e Sunday of any day 
f o r the past year and n a t u r a l l y makes one t h i n k of home. 
I expected t o have gone to Washington yesterday on business 
f o r the Regiment but could not get the necessary orders 
i n time and am going tomorrow i n the 2 o.c. t r a i n from 
K h o x v i l l e . I wish some of you cou l d come down. I should 
be g l a d t o see you. As I s h a l l s t a y three or f o u r days 
why could you not come down f o r a day or so. I dont t h i n k 
I s h a l l leave Washington i n r e t u r n before Thursday morning 
and perhaps not then as the order says t o r e t u r n when the 
business i s f i n i s h e d . But Genl. W i l l i a m s has confidence 
enough t o know t h a t I w i l l not take any advantage of t h a t 
f a c t t o prolong my stay beyond a reasonable time and I 
s h a l l be p r e t t y busy and w i l l not have much time t o l o s e . 
The C o l . could have sent others t h a t he could have spared 
b e t t e r and i n f a c t I had given up my chance t o another but 
the C o l . c o u l d not see i t , f o r s a i d he, i f they got t h e i r 
pay they would not r e t u r n u n t i l l they spent i t a l l . 

I expect t o draw my pay, w h i l e down, and get 
a s u i t o f c l o t h e s , and i f you dont come down s h a l l send 
the balance by express, I have heard nothing of Ephriam since 
l e a v i n g Sharpsburgh and the l a s t was t h a t he was w e l l and 
w i t h the regiment. He t o l d me t h a t the 104th had s i x 
months pay due or would have the end of t h i s month and I 
dont t h i n k they have been p a i d y e t . 

A l l t h a t I had heard about h i s r e s i g n i n g was 
what he t o l d me t h a t he t a l k e d o f r e s i g n i n g and t a k i n g the 
s u t l e r s - s h i p o f the regiment or some other. Capt. Seleck 
was under a r r e s t a t the time and t a l k e d of r e s i g n i n g a l s o . 
I a d v i s e d Eph not t o r e s i g n as i t would o n l y make t a l k , 
and he s a i d he knew i t would be i n Troy before the r e s i g n a t i o n 
was accepted, and I do not t h i n k he has resigned y e t . He 
appeared t o l i k e the l i f e of a s o l d i e r w e l l enough, but you 
know he never could be contented l o n g i n one p l a c e . I 
hope he w i l l continue i n the s e r v i c e f o r I t h i n k he would 
make a good o f f i c e r i n time & I should judge from h i s con­
v e r s a t i o n t h a t he had stu d i e d c o n s i d e r a b l e and appeared t o 
understand h i m s e l f p r e t t y w e l l , b e t t e r than I ever ex­
pected. I am not a t a l l s u r p r i s e d a t Tom Johnstons enmity 
f o r I know Eph detests the s i g h t o f him and I dont know 
as I blame him much. 

I reed a l e t t e r from Abbie i n the Hd Q t r s . 
m a i l today and I t h i n k i n f u t u r e a l l l e t t e r s had b e t t e r be 
d i r e c t e d so, although we get a regimental m a i l now every 
day. 



I r e g r e t t o hear of Emma's sickness and wish 
I could come up i f o n l y t o see her and the r e s t of the 
f o l k s . With love t o Aunt, Em, K i l l , Abbie, L i b b i e , C a l l , 
Job, Lyd, Joe & a l l , As ever t i l l death, 

Your a f f . Nephew, 

Waters W. Braman 



O f f i c e of the 
Adams Express Company-

Washington, D. C, 

October 2kth, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

I a r r i v e d here l a s t Monday evening and have 
been busy c o l l e c t i n g convalescents, returned p r i s o n e r s , 
& c, o f our Regt. And have been very busy or I should 
have w r i t t e n t o Abbie i n answer t o her l a s t . I s h a l l s t a r t 
i n the 7:30 f o r Head Q t r s . t r a i n i n the morning and w i l l 
w r i t e t o her tomorrow n i g h t . Enclosed I send One 
hundred & Twenty $120.00 D o l l a r s . I in v e s t e d about $60. 
i n c l o t h e s and under c l o t h e s , I might send more, as I 
have about two months pay due now, which I s h a l l get 
w i t h i n a f o r t n i g h t . The Paymaster would have went up 
and p a i d the regiment before but he has been dangerously 
s i c k and now he i s going t o pay them k months pay when 
he does go up, I got my pay f o r two mds, on the order 
sending me down here, as i t i s on l y those on detached 
s e r v i c e who can draw t h e i r pay before the Regt, i s p a i d 
o f f , 

I w ish you would send me a statement of how 
much money I have sent as I have l o s t my book. Not very 
business l i k e , i s i t . 

Give my love t o Aunt, Abbie, L i b b i e , Em, 
K i l l , Job, C a r r i e , Joe Lyd, & a l l f r i e n d s o f the f a m i l y , 
and b e l i e v e me as ever, 

Your a f f , Nephew 

Waters W, Braman 



Head Quarters 93d N. Y. V. 
Camp near B e r l i n , Md. 
Oct. 29th, 1862 

I t i s some time s i n c e I reed your l e t t e r 
t o be sure but I was j u s t going t o Washington when i t 
a r r i v e d and thought I would w r i t e from there and when 
there thought I would w r i t e on my r e t u r n as I would have 
more news t o w r i t e . The day I returned we moved, and 
yesterday came here. We are now on the banks of the 
Potomac about 6 m i l e s below Harpers F e r r y . Burnsides 
Corps, Banks & Sumners have crossed the Pontoon Bridge 
at t h i s p l a c e and Hookers Corps, w i l l cross tomorrow. 
And from the t a l k i n Washington I t h i n k M c C l e l l a n i s 
going t o make a b o l d push f o r Richmond before the clo s e 
of the campaign and i f he succeeds i t w i l l s a t i s f y the 
North, i n regard-s to her d e s i r e f o r a w i n t e r campaign. 

I had a very busy time i n Washington but 
d i d not r e t u r n u n t i l l Monday morning, so you Uncle might 
have come down and seen me but then he might not have 
found me as I d i d not sleep i n the same place two n i g h t s , 
f o r I camped j u s t where I happened t o be, l e t i t be A l e x ­
a n d r i a or where. 

Eph s t a i d w i t h me l a s t n i g h t . I w i l l 
w r i t e p a r t i c u l a r s i n a l e t t e r t o Uncle Waters. The n i g h t s 
have been p r e t t y severe f o r the past f o r t n i g h t , but I 
purchased a good l o t o f warm c l o t h e s i n Washington and 
have an overcoat t h a t I brought from Harrisons Landing 
t h a t w i l l do unless we get i n t o w i n t e r q t r s . and then I 
t h i n k I w i l l get my dress overcoat sent down. I bought 
more than I intended when I went down and when I sent my 
money home but not more than I f i n d I need, and I guess 
my money w i l l h o l d out u n t i l l next pay day which w i l l be 
soon. I have a l s o a l e t t e r from L i b b i e today. The 
s t o r y about some of our men e n l i s t i n g i n the c a v a l r y i s 
t r u e , there d i d 37 e n l i s t i n the 2nd Regular C a v a l r y a t ­
tached t o Hd Qtrs during the excitement but now they have 
cooled o f f there i s no danger of any more going. There 
were t e n o f company C went, Pat McGee among the others 
but we have had s i x new r e c r u i t s come so the Company r e ­
mains about the same and there i s no danger of c o n s o l i d a t i o n 
or anything of the k i n d . I f twenty more were t o go. 
Pat was the o n l y one of my men who went and he o n l y went 
because the Capt. was r a t h e r hard on him f o r h i s l a s t 
spree i n Washington. He says he never would have l e f t 
the company i f I had been our Capt. I would not 
care i f the whole company l e f t f o r I t h i n k I could do f u l l 
as w e l l i f not b e t t e r but there are some very n i c e boys 
i n the Company who t h i n k I am a l l r i g h t . 

Give my lov e t o Aunt, Em, K i l l L i b b i e , and Uncle 
and a l l the young l a d i e s o f the f a m i l y , acquaintance and a l l 
f r i e n d s and b e l i e v e me as ever, your a f f e c . c o u s i n , 



Hd Quarters 93d N.Y.V. 
Camp on Potomac, Md. 
Octo. 29th, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 
I have j u s t w r i t t e n t o Abbie but have j u s t 

r e c e i v e d yours & thought i n as much as I had seen Eph 
thought I would w r i t e you a l l p a r t i c u l a r s as you were so 
anxious to l e a r n of him. His Corps (Hookers) came from 
beyond Sharpsburgh yesterday and they are now l y i n g only 
about a quarter of a m i l e from us. Both he and Jim S e l l e c k 
s t a i d w i t h me l a s t n i g h t , and to b r e a k f a s t t h i s morning. 
Eph has been p r e t t y s i c k w i t h D i s i n t e r r y but s a i d t o t e l l 
D e l i g h t he was very w e l l now and f e e l s as w e l l as he has 
since i n the army. I t h i n k he w i l l give up h i s i d e a of 
r e s i g n i n g although he has t r i e d three times and the General 
would not accept. He has s i x months pay due him the end 
of t h i s month and t h e i r paymaster (Major Burt) i s expected 
soon, and i f he does not leave the s e r v i c e then I t h i n k he 
w i l l stay i n a l l w i n t e r , L i e u t , has turned 
out a r e g u l a r drunkard and i s now under a r r e s t f o r b e i n g 
drunk on P i c k e t and t h a t i s a p r e t t y s erious o f f e n c e , b e t t e r 
be a n a t u r a l coward than a confirmed drunkard i n the army. 
You need not f e a r f o r me as i t i s p r o v e r b i a l about my not 
d r i n k i n g which I am s o r r y to say i s v e r r y common i n the army. 
Many a mother w i l l have reason t o mourn over a son w i t h 
more than one v i c e c o n t r a c t e d i n the army. 

Some of our men took a sudden s t a r t and l e d 
by two o r three i n each company took advantage of an order 
of the War Department to e n l i s t i n the r e g u l a r s , but Mc­
C l e l l a n has put a stop t o i t , by another order. I would 
not care i f a l l of Co. "C" had gone although a l l who d i d 
go s a i d they would not go i f I was i n command o f f the Com­
pany. The Captain i s a very good man but i s r e l i g i o u s l y 
s t r i c t w i t h the men, b e i n g a very abstemious man h i m s e l f , 
he makes a l l toe the mark and so of course had a couple of 
men not very w e l l disposed who i n f l u e n c e d the others of 
the same stamp. S t i l l w i t h our r e c r u i t s we s t i l l have 
the l a r g e s t company i n the regiment. 

I t h i n k by the d i f f e r e n t moves t h a t the whole 
army w i l l make a grand push f o r the r e b e l c a p i t o l and t h a t 
immediately. I t h i n k we s h a l l cross the R i v e r tomorrow 
There were k- or 5 regiments a r r i v i n g i n Washington d a i l y 
and they were a l l b e i n g sent t o j o i n S e i g e l and I should not 
be s u r p r i s e d i f a f o r c e was sent down on the P e n i n s u l a t h i s 
w i n t e r . The n o r t h seems t o be so clamorous f o r w i n t e r 
campaign t h a t I t h i n k they w i l l be g r a t i f i e d a t a l l hazards. 

With love to a l l I remain as ever, 

Your a f f . Nephew, 

Waters W, Braman 



Camp near B e r l i n , Md. 
October 31st, 1862 

Today has been a very busy one, i t being the 
l a s t day of the month and a l s o the day on which the whole 
army has t o be mustered f o r pay. So we have had a grand 
i n s p e c t i o n and muster by Major H a l l e r . 

The E n t i r e Army Corps of Burnside, Banks, 
Sumner & Hooker have a l l crossed the R i v e r i n t o Va. yes­
terday and today, and we expect to go tomorrow and are or­
dered to take t e n days r a t i o n s , s i x t y rounds of ammunition 
and t o leave a l l s urplus baggage behind i n the shape of 
t e n t s , & c , but you know the a d j t . must have a t e n t to do 
a l l the business of the regiment i n , so I guess I s h a l l 
get along comfortably as any of them. We s h a l l no doubt 
push on f o r Richmond t h i s w i n t e r , as the n o r t h seems t o 
d e s i r e i t and the army i s more desirous i f i t i s p o s s i b l e 
or p r a c t i c a b l e t o keep moving as l o n g as they have M c C l e l l a n 
to l e a d them. I f the North f o r some mistaken n o t i o n should 
ever supercede him i n any manner attended w i t h disgrace 
the f i r s t t h i n g they would have to do would be t o r a i s e and 
equip an army t o whip t h i s one. I am a f r a i d i f they 
should be so f o o l i s h they would get a w i n t e r campaign t h a t 
they would not l i k e . But i f P r e s i d e n t L i n c o l n should say 
to the army, The Country needs M c C l e l l a n 1 s s e r v i c e s i n 
another Department or a t the head of the army of the 
United States and Gen. Hooker or some other man i n whom 
they had confidence (not McDowall or Fremont) the army 
would say i t i s a l l r i g h t , go ahead o l d man, the e n t i r e 
army endorses Honest Old Abe i n every p a r t i c u l a r without 
regard t o p a r t y . 

We heard today t h a t Major Cassidy was dead, 
but I t h i n k i t i s only a rumor without foundation i n t r u t h . 
I may p o s s i b l y come home t h i s w i n t e r but I dont see i t j u s t 
now, and wont unless I get a chance. Eph's regiment passed 
over the r i v e r yesterday. He had bought a horse and I gave 
him my secesh saddle and I t h i n k he w i l l t r y i t another s p e l l . 
He was f e e l i n g very w e l l and wished t o be remembered t o you 
a l l , and t o t e l l D e l i g h t t h a t he was as w e l l as ever i n the 
army, but was s i c k when he wrote t o her. 

Give my love to Em and t e l l her to w r i t e soon 
a l s o t o Aunt, Uncle, Abbie, D e l i g h t & the c h i l d r e n 
and a l l the f o l k s up i n Union V i l l a g e , C a l l , Job, Lyd, Joe 
t e l l C a l l y she may have w r i t t e n but I have not reed any 
l e t t e r from her but w i l l w r i t e soon myself, w i t h l o v e & c 
I remain as ever, 

Your a f f . cousin 



A d j t s . O f f i c e , 93<* Regt, N.Y.V. 
Camp near Warrenton, Va. 
November 11th, 1862 

The past few days have been e v e n t f u l ones i n 
the army of the Potomac. One day we were marching on t o 
meet the foe w i t h every prospect o f success and the down­
f a l l of the Rebel C a p i t o l , the next our f a v o r i t e General 
i s d i s g r a c e d and i n s u l t e d t o s a t i s f y the B l a c k Republicans 
of the n o r t h who f r i g h t e n e d by the recent e l e c t i o n s f e a r 
t h a t i f M c C l e l l a n should take Richmond i t would make him 
the next P r e s i d e n t and they l o s e the power. And i f he 
should take i t there would have been a f a i r prospect of 
s e t t l i n g the war, and r e s t o r i n g the union under the o l d 
c o n s t i t u t i o n which they dont want. They would r a t h e r 
prolong the war f o r years and s a c r i f i c e the l i v e s of 
thousands of noble men, so i t r e s u l t e d i n the success of 
t h e i r pet scheme of the d o w n f a l l of s l a v e r y than to have 
the o l d union and the o l d c o n s t i t u i o n r e s t o r e d . The great­
e s t excitement p r e v a i l s i n the Army and but f o r the most 
strenuous e x e r t i o n s of M c C l e l l a n ( s i n c e r e c e i v i n g the order 
d i s g r a c i n g him and o r d e r i n g him t o r e p o r t to Mrs. Mc­
Clellan) has prevented them from open r e v o l t . As i t i s 
i t i s r e p o r t e d here t h a t the I r i s h brigade have l a i d down 
t h e i r arms and a l l the o f f i c e r s r e s i g n e d . A l l the 
o f f i c e r s here would do i t but f o r regard t o the f e e l i n g s 
of Mc & Burnside and i t i s not c e r t a i n but they w i l l as 
i t i s . I f i t once gets s t a r t e d and begins t o be the 
f a s h i o n they w i l l a l l f o l l o w i t . Yesterday M c C l e l l a n & 
Burnside reviewed the troops beginning w i t h those a t Hd. 
Q t r s . and i t was the most imposing s i g h t I ever witnessed. 
The whole f o r c e at every p o i n t y e l l e d f o r him to stay and 
i t i s s a i d t h a t Burnside almost c r i e d a number of times 
du r i n g the day. We are t o be reviewed i n a few minutes 
by Genl. P a t r i c k the Provost M a r s h a l l Genl. and I must 
stop w r i t i n g u n t i l l i t i s over. The Review was by Genl. 
Burnside on t a k i n g command of the army. I wish you were 
here t o see the 93d they looked s p l e n d i d and reed a compli­
ment from the General, The whole army l i k e him not only 
f o r h i s a b i l i t y but f o r h i s f r i e n d s h i p f o r M c C l e l l a n . 
A l l the o f f i c e r s a t Hd Q t r s . are to remain as before ex­
cept the p e r s o n a l s t a f f of the Genl. The 93d i s a l s o t o 
remain as b e f o r e , and i s thought by the o f f i c e r s who know 
t o be one of the best d r i l l e d regiments i n the s e r v i c e . 
& not i n f e r i o r t o the r e g u l a r s , a t any r a t e they looked 
b e t t e r than the Regulars t h i s morning. 

This Campaign i s n e c e s s a r i l y delayed f o r 
weeks and I do not t h i n k we s h a l l accomplish anything 
t h i s w i n t e r as the matter stands now. The disgrace of 
M c C l e l l a n must have been good news t o J e f f Davis but i t 
i s sad news t o the heart of every s o l d i e r i n t h i s army. 



Enclosed I send M c C l e l l a n ' s f a r e w e l l address t o the array. 
I wish you would get me a couple of b i g s i l k handkerchiefs 
and send them by m a i l , get the money from Uncle Waters. (Send 
dark c o l o r e d ones), and t e l l him I wish he would send me 
25 postage stamps as i t i s impossible t o get them here & 
I am o b l i g e d t o c e r t i f y t o t h i s l e t t e r . I hear cannonading 
and should not be s u r p r i s e d i f the reb e l s were a t t a c k i n g 
us on the s t r e n g t h of M c C l e l l a n s removal. 

With love t o Uncle, Aunt, Abbie, D e l i g h t & 
c h i l d r e n and Em & K i l l I am as ever, 

Your a f f . cousin 

Waters 



HdQuarters Army o f the Potomac 
Camp near Rectortown V.a. Nov 7/62 

O f f i c e r s & S o l d i e r s of the 
Army of the Potomac 

An Order of the Pr e s i d e n t devolves upon Major General Burnside 
the command of t h i s Army, 

In p a r t i n g from you I cannot express the love and g r a t i t u d e 
I bear you. As an Army you have grown up under my care. In you I 
have never found doubt or coldness. The b a t t l e s you have fought under 
my command w i l l p r o u d l y l i v e i n our nations h i s t o r y . The g l o r y you 
have achieved, our mutual p e r i l s and f a t i g u e s , the graves of our 
comrades f a l l e n i n b a t t l e , and by disease - the broken forms of 
those whom wounds and sickness have d i s a b l e d , the strongest a s s o c i a ­
t i o n s which can e x i s t among men u n i t e us s t i l l by an i n d i s s o l u b l e 
t i e . We s h a l l ever be comrades i n supporting the c o n s t i t u t i o n of our 
country and the n a t i o n a l i t y of i t s people. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN 
MAJOR GENL U. S. A. 



A d j t s . O f f i c e 93d N, Y. V. 
Camp near Warrenton, Va. 
November Ikth, 1862 

My dear Em: 

The m a i l s have been delayed very much l a t e l y , 
so your l e t t e r o f the 7th a r r i v e d o n l y today. I was glad 
to hear again d i r e c t from you, as I am now c e r t a i n you are 
p e r f e c t l y w e l l again and enjoying y o u r s e l f as u s u a l . I 
wish I could come home f o r a few days t o see you and a l l 
the f o l k s , but I t h i n k I should get homesick, f o r I should 
f e a r t h a t every one I met would t h i n k I might b e t t e r be down 
here, than around home. I f there had been any honor i n 
c e r t a i n persons i n t h i s regiment I should have come home 
l a s t week i n company w i t h C o l . B u t l e r i n p l a c e of another 
L i e u t who never d i d anything but s h i r k what duty he had 
f a l l t o him. They could acknowledge t h a t i f any one went 
I was e n t i t l e d t o go, but then I coul d not be spared as 
w e l l as some one e l s e , e s p e c i a l l y u n t i l l a f t e r the r e t u r n 
of the A d j t and then I might expect a chance. That 
unfortunate gentlemen the a d j t . has t h i s day made h i s 
appearance t o the 93d again, I p i t y him on d r i l l i n a day 
or two a f t e r the Jamor gets a l i t t l e acquainted so as to 
b l e s s him s l i g h t l y i n h i s happy way. 

I expect t o continue t o a s s i s t the A d j t . 
f o r a few days u n t i l l he gets a l i t t l e broken i n again, 
and then r e t u r n t o Co. "C" duty, but should not be a t 
a l l s u r p r i s e d i f d e t a i l e d on some permanent duty a t Hd. 
Q t r s . w i t h i n a week. I w i l l have a chance t o t r y the 
renewed promises o f the powers t h a t be i n regard to coming 
home f o r a few days ( a f t e r the r e t u r n of the a d j u t a n t ) , 
but you need not expect me, f o r I s h a l l come on a sudden 
when I do. I t h i n k I w i l l come by the way of West Troy and 
s u r p r i s e you one of these n i g h t s . I would sooner see you 
t h i s minute than Miss (you know) the cousin of J o s e i , and 
dont t h i n k I should make a very lo n g stay i n New York, 
h a r d l y longer than t o get to the Troy Boat, e s p e c i a l l y 
s i n c e the Maiden F a i r has made a change of base (so I 
am c r e d i b l y informed) and i s j u s t now i n the l a n d of 
Steady Habits & wooden nutmegs, v i z . Conn, under the watch 
f u l care of her Mama, a good safe p l a c e a i n t i t . 

I saw today or r a t h e r r e c e i v e d a v i s i t i n 
camp from Frank Brownell I should have s a i d L i e u t . & c , 
a l s o L i e u t Chas, Kenny who used t o be i n Y a l e & Aldens law 
o f f i c e and a member of the E l l e s w o r t h s , now an a i d t o Genl. 
Duryea. Frank looked very w e l l . I wrote Bob about a month 
ago a t the same time I d i d K i l l and Hope they both w i l l 
answer. 

With much love t o K i l l , Uncle, Aunt, Abbie, 
L i b , D e l i g h t 8s C h i l d r e n , C a r r i e , & Job, Lyd, Joe, and a l l 



f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , and l o t s of Love f o r y o u r s e l f , 
I remain as ever, 

Your a f f . coz 

Waters 

Excuse t h i s being c e r t i f i e d t o but I cant r a i s e a postage 
stamp i n camp, l u c k y I dont correspond w i t h the Cousin 
a i n t i t . 

W 



Hd Q t r s . 93d N. Y. V o l s . 
Camp near Warrenton, Va, 
November 15th, 1862 

My dear Uncle: 

To pay f o r a long delay we r e c e i v e d two 
m a i l s yesterday and I reed a l e t t e r from Em i n the 
evening. They were both v e r y welcome f o r they had been 
a n x i o u s l y looked f o r , and i t was a common remark about 
Camp "When are we ever going to get any m a i l again", so 
we were a l l on the lookout f o r j u s t one week. The Ad­
j u t a n t a r r i v e d yesterday and w i l l enter upon h i s d u t i e s 
under my p r o t e c t i n g arm and w a t c h f u l eye i n a few days. 
And I s h a l l have a chance t o t r y the promise of the 
C o l o n e l i n regard t o coming n o r t h . The excitement i n the 
Army i s g r a d u a l l y wearing o f f and an a n x i e t y to w i n t e r 
i n Richmond i f p o s s i b l e i s showing i t s e l f , but I much 
f e a r the grand army of the Potomac w i l l soon r e t i r e t o 
Roost f o r the w i n t e r . Genl. Burnside seems t o take r i g h t 
h o l d but apparently h i s hands are t i e d by a p i e c e of red 
tape from Washington and he must await t h e i r beck & nod 
ere he dare s t i r , or o f f goes h i s head i n t o the l a p of 
Mrs. B , f i n e t h i n g a i n t i t . Probably i t o n l y 
cost the n o r t h a few m i l l i o n s t o remove M c C l e l l a n , f o r 
my p a r t I am g l a d the way the e l e c t i o n s have gone and 
dont expect to see much done u n t i l a f t e r the k t h of March 
next and a Democratic congress t r i e d t h e i r hand a t i t . 

I t i s a p i t y L i n c o l n had not the spunk t o 
put Fremont i n place of M c C l e l l a n at once and save doing 
i t i n a few months from now, I t i s what the B l k . Repub­
l i c a n s are d r i v i n g him t o do, but a l l t h i s can not be 
v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g to you as you must have had enough of 
p o l i t i c s l a t e l y , but i t i s w e l l enough to know how the 
army does f e e l on the s u b j e c t , the speach makers seem t o 
have some curious ideas about the army. I wish they 
would t r y i t awhile then they could speak from experience. 

The Account I t h i n k i s a l l s t r a i g h t . I have 
not p a i d as much a t t e n t i o n t o i t as I ought f o r I knew i t 
was i n good hands and I could get a statement any time. 
The A d j t . says the Paymaster s a i d he would be along about 
the 25th of t h i s month and I s h a l l then make a l a r g e 
a d d i t i o n t o the account as I have a f u l l stock of c l o t h i n g 
t o l a s t me t h i s w i n t e r . 

I saw Eph a few days ago j u s t long enough to 
say "how are you" as we passed them. He was w e l l . I am 
s o r r y you have those d i z z y t u r n s and f e a r you work too hard 
and l e t the business f r e t you too much and t r u s t you w i l l 
soon recover e n t i r e l y , I should t h i n k you had made money 



enough and coul d a f f o r d t o s e t t l e down and enjoy y o u r s e l f 
f o r the r e s t of your days, which I hope w i l l he many happy 
ones. 

With love to Aunt, Abbie, L i b b i e , D e l i g h t and 
the C h i l d r e n , Em, K i l l , C a r r i e , Job, Joe, Lyd, and 
Aunt Hat and a l l f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , i n Troy and Wash­
ingto n County, and respect & g r a t i t u d e to y o u r s e l f to whom 
I owe a l l I am, I remain as ever, 

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e Nephew, 

Waters W. Braman 



Camp of the 93d Regt. N. Y. V. 
near FaMouth, Va., Nov. 22d, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

Delays i n the m a i l are not unusual nowadays, 
so your l e t t e r of the i t o i a r r i v e d only today. The $20. 
Green Back was a l l r i g h t & i f you have not sent the others 
you need not, as we expect to get our pay a t t h i s place 
w i t h i n a f o r t n i g h t . We have had s p l e n d i d weather except 
the l a s t two days which have been very wet & c o l d , we were 
on the march every day from Warrenton and a r r i v e d here 
day before yesterday. This p l a c e i s opposite F r e d r i c k s -
burgh & we can see and converse w i t h the Rebel P i c k e t s 
very e a s i l y . The town i s v i r t u a l l y i n our possession as 
our b a t t e r i e s from the h i g h ground on t h i s s i d e , command 
the p l a c e f o r m i l e s around. The Rebels are i n f o r c e 
over the r i v e r and I expect tomorrow w i l l open one of 
the Biggest f i g h t s of the war. We have o n l y been w a i t i n g 
f o r s u p p l i e s t o begin the dance. 

The two days r a i n have made the roads very 
bad indeed but I guess we w i l l go ahead ( p r o v i d i n g secesh 
i s w i l l i n g ) notwithstanding but you must know t h a t i t takes 
no s m a l l amount of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o b r i n g s u p p l i e s t o 
such an immense army, and men & horses cant do without 
f o o d . The army i s i n good s p i r i t s and are confident i n 
the success of Burnside. And I r e a l l y hope he may be suc­
c e s s f u l "in the t a k i n g of Richmond, before any thought of 
w i n t e r quarters enters h i s head. Our Head Quarters i s 
encamped r i g h t i n p l a i n s i g h t of the Rebel camp f i r e s , 
and we expect t o move about a quarter o f a m i l e i n the 
morning to get out of range of our own and the enemy's 
b a t t e r i e s which can be seen p l a i n l y from camp. I f the 
f i g h t opens by an a r t i l l e r y d u e l we s h a l l have a f i n e 
s i g h t of i t . We have an o c c a s t i o n a l d e s e r t e r come across 
on the rocks (the r i v e r i s about as wide as the lower f e r r y 
way) which can be done v e r y e a s i l y by running the gauntlet 
of both l i n e s o f P i c k e t s . 

By the s p e c i a l request of Genl. M c C l e l l a n 
t o Genl. Burnside, the 93d i s t o remain a t Hd Q t r s . and 
the General seems t o be w e l l pleased w i t h the s t y l e and 
manner i n which the Regiment do t h e i r duty. The same 
day I wrote you l a s t he i n v i t e d a l l the o f f i c e r s of the 
Regt. up t o h i s t e n t and they were a l l introduced, shook 
hands and had q u i t e a l i t t l e t a l k . I am c e r t a i n we s h a l l 
remain as before and i f anything enjoy more p r i v e l e g e s 
even than b e f o r e . 

I have n o t as yet r e t u r n e d t o the Company 
but am i n t e n d i n g to do so soon but the C o l . wishes me t o 
remain w i t h him u n t i l l t h e r e t u r n of C o l . B u t l e r from the 
n o r t h which w i l l not be under a month. & I dont know but 



i t w i l l "be f u l l y as pleasant to r i d e on t h i s f o r c e d march 
t o Richmond as to walk i n the mud. My h e a l t h has been 
s p l e n d i d , have not seen a s i c k moment since l e a v i n g White 
House, not even the s i c k headache, but I have always taken 
good care of myself and although c o n s t a n t l y on duty I t h i n k 
I have had almost as pleasant a time of i t as any other 
o f f i c e r i n t h i s army, at any r a t e I am very t h a n k f u l f o r 
my good h e a l t h and general good l u c k i n the army. 

I have not seen anything of Ephraim since 
w r i t i n g to you l a s t but t h i n k he i s a l l r i g h t . The l a s t 
time I d i d see him he s a i d he had s i x months pay due and 
they were expecting t h e i r paymaster soon, but do not t h i n k 
they have been p a i d y e t . 

One of our captains (Wilson) a bro t h e r of 
Capt. Wilson of the 2d, i s going north tomorrow on a short 
f u r l o u g h and I am i n hopes my t u r n w i l l come soon. 

Give my respects to Mr. Kerr and a l l the Park 
Church f o l k s and f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , and w i t h much love 
t o Aunt, Em, K i l l , Abbie, L i b b i e , D e l i g h t the C h i l d r e n , 
C a r r i e , Job, Lyd, Joe, & A l l , remember me k i n d l y to any 
of those young l a d i e s who may chance t o enquire f o r me 
(The Deacon's Daughter and the r e s t of the f a i r Damsels). 

I f we have a f i g h t I w i l l w r i t e you the r e s u l t 
immediately and when we are t o go forward towards the 
Rebel c i t y of Richmond. I t r u s t i t w i l l be soon & I 
be f o r t u n a t e enough to get a f u r l o u g h from t h a t p l a c e . 

B e l i e v e me as ever, 

Your a f f . Nephew, 

Waters W, Braman 



Camp of 93d N. Y. V o l . 
Near Falmouth, Va. 
November 27th, 1862 

I wish you a l l a merry t h a n k s g i v i n g . In 
consequence of -which a l l important day there has been no 
d r i l l s or parade today. And everything i s so s t i l l t h a t 
i t would be very d i f f i c u l t t o make any one (not c e r t a i n of 
the f a c t ) b e l i e v e t h a t there were between two & three 
hundred thousand men a l l armed and equipped f o r war w i t h i n 
a c i r c l e of f i v e m i l e s of which the 93d i s the center, safe 
p l a c e . 

Your l e t t e r c o n t a i n i n g the Postage stamps and 
those most necessary a r t i c l e s (on a c o l d & windy day) 
made i t s welcome appearance two or three days ago. The 
answering was delayed i n hopes of something i n t e r e s t i n g 
to w r i t e about. But here i n camp one day i s so l i k e 
another t h a t a change of some k i n d i s always welcomed and 
the rumor of an advance (even though i t were c o n t r a d i c t e d 
w i t h i n the hour) i s h a i l e d w i t h d e l i g h t . The t r u e s o l d i e r 
l i v e s by excitement and the d i f f e r e n t movements of troops 
and t h e i r necessary accompaniments of t r a i n s , which would 
a s t o n i s h an o u t s i d e r and were deemed s i g h t s by us on our 
f i r s t advent at the seat of war, now pass unnoticed by the 
o l d regiments. We have j u s t about enough A r t i l l e r y f i r i n g 
every day to remind us of the c l o s e p r o x i m i t y of our 
not over pleasant neighbors, and are a l l a n x i o u s l y w a i t i n g 
and wondering why we dont go on. The Pontoons are a l l 
here, enough to bridge the Rappahanock a dozen times, the 
R a i l road i s i n f u l l o p e r a t i o n , s u p p l i e s are p l e n t y and 
s t i l l we w a i t , and have to conjure up a l l s o r t s of s t o r i e s 
to account f o r i t . The rumor which passes current here 
i s t h a t government i s about sending troops to a t t a c k R i c h ­
mond by the way of James R i v e r and t h a t we are to wait 
f o r the waggon and then go w i t h a rush. 

But a l l these are rumors and i n a dozen 
hours there are as many d i f f e r e n t ones, and i n the afternoon 
a f e l l o w dont b e l i e v e the ones he helped to s t a r t i n the 
morning. 

And so the Deacon's Daughter i s married i s 
she. Poor F e l l o w , h i s t r o u b l e s are a l l t o come. He 
might b e t t e r have e n l i s t e d i n a cause t h a t would have been 
some c r e d i t t o him. I t i s j u s t l i k e the giddy headed 
young l a d y and does not s u r p r i s e me i n the l e a s t . I 
s h a l l expect t o hear you are gone too one o f these days. 
Married l i f e i s r a t h e r c o n f i n i n g , a t l e a s t I f i n d i t so 
since I married Uncle Sam and cant get away at a l l . 

We have f i n e weather, j u s t about c o l d enough 
to make a f i r e comfortable and d r i l l i n g p l e a s a n t . There 
was a b r i c k y a r d near our camp which disappeared very 



suddenly, at l e a s t the b r i c k s d i d . They were taken i n t o 
the Union on the same p l a n as the R a i l fences have been. 
And there are few t e n t s i n the 93d t h a t cannot boast i t s 
chimney and f i r e p l a c e . The f a c t i s so notorious t h a t 
a r c h i t e c t s from the 93d are i n d a i l y demand t o engineer 
s i m i l a r ones at Hd. Q t r s . 

We had t h a n k s g i v i n g dinner i n f i n e s t y l e 
f o r camp l i f e . Perhaps not so elaborate as would be given 
by Aunt Hannah but qu i t e a success i n camp. 

I am under a great many o b l i g a t i o n s to you 
f o r the handkerchiefs and stamps and to a l l f o r t h e i r many 
k i n d a c t s , which a s o l d i e r knows f u l l w e l l how to a p p r e c i a t e . 

My love to Uncle, Aunt, Abbie, Em, K i l l , C a r r i e , 
Job, Lyd, Joe, D e l i g h t & C h i l d r e n , by the way, Mary must 
be q u i t e a young lady by t h i s time. Have not seen 
anything of Eph since w r i t i n g l a s t . Suppose he i s a l l 
r i g h t however, and much love to y o u r s e l f , 

As ever, 

Waters. 



Camp of the 93d Regt. N. Y. V o l s . 
Near Falmouth, Va., Dec. 3d, 1862 

My dear Emma: 

Without much t o i n t e r e s t you I am compelled 
to answer your l e t t e r or you w i l l t h i n k I have f o r g o t t e n 
you. There i s no news i n camp, the whole army seems to 
have the same d r i l l s , the same parades, d a i l y . The Pay­
masters are here and eve r y t h i n g i s quiet f o r a l l hands 
are busy counting green backs. Our Paymaster i s here he 
i s now paying o f f "Couchs" D i v i s i o n and i s expected here 
to pay us o f f i n a day or so. 

The 2d N. Y. i s o n l y about one h a l f a m i l e 
from us. I saw W i l l i e Whipple & Walter Douglass yesterday 
W i l l i e wished t o be remembered t o you a l l . 

Some of the O f f i c e r s are over here every n i g h t 
& they have a r e g u l a r drunken spree u n t i l l about 3 ^ 
i n the morning, Capt, & ( I am so r r y t o say) 

have been drunk w i t h some k or 5 other o f f i c e r s 
of our Regiment have been drunk f o r about a week and the 
other o f f i c e r s who t h i n k they are a disgrace t o the 
regiment get abused by them every day. They took a 
great s p i t e against me but they have recovered from i t 
e n t i r e l y , although Capt. owes me a grudge f o r 
"choking" him s l i g h t l y once on R i k e r s I s l a n d . 

I am a f r a i d i f the o f f i c e r s dont care a l i t t l e 
more f o r t h e i r own and the regiments r e p u t a t i o n t h a t 
the 93d w i l l f i n d i t s e l f 2n-route f o r a brigade without 
any t e n t s one of these mornings. Many a jroung & promising 
o f f i c e r i n t h i s army i s forming h a b i t s of d i s s i p a t i o n t h a t 
w i l l f o l l o w him through a l l h i s a f t e r l i f e . 

There i s no c e r t a i n t y when we w i l l move from 
here, but I do not t h i n k we s h a l l cross the R i v e r at t h i s 
p l a c e , but down the R i v e r f a r t h e r under cover of the Gun 
Boats. I am back w i t h my company again and i t seems l i k e 
home t o me. I dont see much chance of coming home r i g h t 
away, but do not d i s p a i r o f coming t h i s w i n t e r . There 
has been a change i n the P o s t a l arrangement of the army 
so we dont expect any m a i l f o r the next week at l e a s t . 
The M a i l , i n s t e a d of coming i n b u l k to these HdQtrs. i s to 
come t o the f o u r d i f f e r e n t "Grand D i v i s i o n s " of the Army, 
d i r e c t from Washington. 

There are a great many t r a n s p o r t s down t o 
the l a n d i n g a t Acquia Creek, and some t a l k t h a t p a r t of 
t h i s f o r c e i s going up James R i v e r but how t r u e i t i s 
time w i l l t e l l . 



Our o l d Commandent at Hd Q t r s . Major H a l l e r 
i s away on f u r l o u g h hut we expect him back soon. I wish 
he was now, some of the o f f i c e r s would keep a l i t t l e more 
s t r a i g h t . Give my respects t o the young Ladies next door. 
I wish them a l l a merry Christmas. My love to a l l the 
f o l k s over home, a l l f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , & b e l i e v e me 
as ever, 

Your a f f . cousin, 

Waters. 

To Em. 



December 6th, 1862 
Camp of 93d N. Y. V o l s . 
Near Falmouth, Va. 

Dear Uncle: 

Enclosed I send by Express $180.00 of 
which please c r e d i t me $150.00 & Peter McDonald $30.00. 
There i s no news here, e v e r y t h i n g i s qu i e t and we appear 
to be w a i t i n g f o r some event t o come o f f , before we move 
from here. We had q u i t e a storm of snow l a s t n i g h t 
and p r e t t y c o l d . I w i l l answer Abbie's l e t t e r t o ­
morrow. 

With love t o Aunt, Abbie, L i b b i e , Em, 
K i l l , C a r r i e , Job, Lyd, D e l i g h t 8s the C h i l d r e n and 
a l l , 

As ever, 

Waters 

In haste. 



Camp of 93d.Regt. N. Y. V o l s . 
Wear Falmouth, V i r g i n i a 
December 9 t h , 186*2 

Your l e t t e r -which was duly and g l a d l y r e ­
ceived I should have answered sooner but day before yes­
terday I went down to Acquia Creek & yesterday was o f f i c e r 
of the guard. I t was the f i r s t time I had been on guard 
since l e a v i n g Harrisons Landing but i t came very n a t u r a l 
to me again. The Guards at Hd Qrs. are doubled now so 
we have to send about 100 men every night f o r guard. 

Everything i s q u i e t apparently but there 
probably w i l l be a b i g move i n about two days and un­
doubtedly a b i g f i g h t t oo, and then Secesh b e t t e r look 
o u' t o r Burny w i l l take t h e i r E x t r a Baggage and I hope 
t h e i r c a p i t o l t o o. 

I have not seen anything of Ephraim l a t e l y 
or my brothe r Wm, but heard Wm. was i n the convalescant 
camp a t A l e x a n d r i a . Our o l d Commandant a t Hd. Q t r s . 
has not yet returned and I t h i n k l i k e l y he w i l l be pro­
moted to Co l o n e l of one of the Pennsylvania Regiments so 
you need not d i r e c t my l e t t e r s t o h i s care any more but 
simply n93d W. Y. V o l s . Hd Q t r s . Army of Potomac". 

Our o f f i c e r s are c o n t i n u a l l y g e t t i n g passes 
t o go t o Washington & I guess some of them go f a r t h e r 
n o r t h . But i f I can not come without r i s k i n g my commission 
by such a t r i c k you need not expect me but C o l . L o r i n g 
the present commandant at Hd. Q t r s . t o l d C o l . Crocker 
yesterday t h a t there would probably soon be a chance and 
then he would a s s i s t him i n g e t t i n g a f u r l o u g h f o r a l l 
the o f f i c e r s t o go home f o r a short time each. I t h i n k 
by t h a t we are to make a grand move and then go i n t o w i n t e r 
quarters i f p o s s i b l e i n Richmond. The past few days have 
been very c o l d and our men have s u f f e r e d p r e t t y s e v e r e l y 
but how much more must the r e b e l s s u f f e r , but today i s 
n i c e & warm and we s h a l l not l i k e l y have any c o l d e r weather 
a l l w i n t e r than we have had, and the army i s to have 
canvas t e n t s soon. 

The o f f i c e r s of our Regt, are f i x e d comfort­
able enough to stand i t c o n s i d e r a b l y c o l d e r than I t has 
been but I am a f r a i d they wont f i n d a b r i c k y ard so handy 
next time we march. 

The paymaster has been here and I sent t o 
Uncle Waters by Express $180.00 which I suppose has reached 
him ere t h i s . I f o r g o t t o put the Wo. of the house on 



the address so he had b e t t e r enquire f o r i t at the Express 
and w i l l send the Receipt when I w r i t e again. I had to 
send i t to Washington t o be expressed. 

Give my love to Aunt, Uncle, Em, L i b b i e , 
K i l l , & a l l , & b e l i e v e me as ever, 

Waters. 

To Abbie: 

P.S. Give my respects t o the o f f i c e r s & 
teachers of the Sunday school. 

W. 



At l a s t there i s a b a t t l e and the long expec­
te d movement has commenced. The b a t t l e opened yesterday-
morning at d a y l i g h t the engineer Brigade were p u t t i n g down 
two pontoon b r i d g e s and the troops were a l l ready t o cross 
as soon as they were f i n i s h e d , but when the b r i d g e s were 
about 2/3 of the way across they were opened on by the 
Rebel Sharpshooters from the houses, there were seven 
r e g t s . of them and as soon as they commenced f i r i n g from 
the houses our a r t i l l e r y , c o n s i s t i n g of at l e a s t f i f t y 
guns, commenced s h e l l i n g the town ( i n persuance to orders 
i f there was any f i r i n g from the houses). Under cover of 
the f i r e of a r t i l l e r y the engineers attempted t o l a y the 
bridge a t l e a s t a dozen times without success. This 
l a s t e d u n t i l about 2 o.c. p.m. and the town was on f i r e 
i n s i x places & one h a l f i n r u i n s , and then the 7th Mich. 
V o l s , were ordered to cross the r i v e r , and d r i v e the Rebs. 
out of the b u i l d i n g s , or r a t h e r the c e l l a r s , i t was cer­
t a i n l y the most g a l l a n t t h i n g I ever witnessed, the "en­
gineers" volunteered to row them over i n pontoon boats 
which was a c c o r d i n g l y done and although a great many were 
k i l l e d & wounded they succeeded i n d r i v i n g the secesh 
out and a t the same time the engineers went to work on 
the b r i d g e and a l l hands volunteered to a s s i s t and i n l e s s 
time than i t takes me to w r i t e i t the main t h i n g the "Bridge" 
was f i n i s h e d , and the rebs on the s k i d a d l e . Not 
before they shot a good many of our boys from the windows 
of the houses. I t seemed almost l i k e murder but t h e i r 
c i t y s u f f e r e d a good deal to pay f o r i t and i t i s s a i d 
there were some women & c h i l d r e n k i l l e d . I t seems 
p r e t t y hard but they had about two weeks to leave i n 
and had been t o l d t h a t i f there was any f i r i n g from the 
houses i n the c i t y , i t should be destroyed and i t was. 
We took one hundred & f i f t e e n p r i s o n e r s i n the c i t y and 
they say t h e i r orders were to prevent us from b u i l d i n g 
the bridge at any c o s t . 

When the f i r i n g f i r s t commenced i n the 
morning the Genl. P a t r i c k sent over to camp f o r somebody 
to accompany him so i f anything happened he c o u l d send back 
to camp & the C o l . sent me as the A d j t . was gone to 
Washington. So I had a good chance to see the whole 
f i g h t and was the f i r s t t o r i d e over the b r i d g e on horse­
back. I could see the Secesh shoot our boys out of the 
c e l l a r windows & see our boys take about e i g h t y p r i s o n e r s 
& a B r i t i s h f l a g . A f t e r the f i r s t l i t t l e dash was over 
the Genl, sent me to conduct the p r i s o n e r s t o the r e a r 
which I d i d and returned i n time t o see q u i t e a f i g h t i n 
the s t r e e t s of the c i t y . 



During the f i g h t i n g a l l day the Rebels never 
f i r e d a cannon shot a t us u n t i l l our troops occupied the 
town t h e i r whole object being t o prevent our men from 
b u i l d i n g the b r i d g e , and i n f a c t i t was j u s t as good as a 
death warrant f o r a man t o set h i s f o o t on the b r i d g e . 
I t was the sharpest work I have yet seen and the cannonading 
on our side was continued and t e r r i f i c . I b e l i e v e there 
was f i f t y tons of i r o n thrown i n t o the town. I had a good 
chance t o see the whole f i g h t and would not have missed 
seeing i t f o r the world. The other o f f i c e r s of our Regt. 
had t o stay i n camp a l l day 8s I was qu i t e a L i o n when I 
returned a t n i g h t , having been over the r i v e r and been f o l ­
lowing Genls. P a t r i c k & Burnside around a l l day. I saw 
more men k i l l e d & wounded & probably more r e a l f i g h t i n g 
yesterday than the 93d w i l l see w h i l e they remain a t 
Hd. Q t r s , I wish I was home f o r a l i t t l e w h i l e I could 
e x p l a i n and r e l a t e more l i t t l e i n stances of bravery on the 
p a r t of our troops than I can w r i t e i n a dozen l e t t e r s . 

A f t e r our troops had taken the c i t y the Rebels 
to whom the t h i n g was r a t h e r a s t o n i s h i n g opened f i r e on 
our troops from t h e i r b a t t e r i e s posted on the range of 
h i l l s back of the town and i t was a g l o r i o u s s i g h t t o see 
our men march along l i k e veterans as they are, without 
apparently minding the murderous f i r e of a dozen b a t t e r i e s 
which could h a r d l y f a i l t o take e f f e c t on the masses of 
our troops of a l l kinds marching down i n p l a i n s i g h t t o 
cross the bridge but w i t h Burnside 8a h i s e n t i r e s t a f f 
l o o k i n g on the men could not but a c t g a l l a n t l y under f i r e 
i n h i s presence not f o r h i m s e l f any more than f o r the Man 
whose p l a c e he f i l l s , "Our Own M c C l e l l a n " . I was not 
s o r r y when the General s a i d we would sleep i n the present 
camp l a s t n i g h t and begin f r e s h a t them t h i s morning, f o r 
you see I s t a r t e d o f f without my b r e a k f a s t i n the morning 
and d i d not get anything t o eat a l l day nor my horse 
e i t h e r . 

I reed. Uncle's l a s t l e t t e r l a s t evening 
and w i l l answer i t as soon as we get i n camp again 8s then 
he w i l l know our whereabouts. 

Give my love t o a l l . I might w r i t e more but 
I want t h i s t o go i n t h i s mornings m a i l 8s expect t o go out 
w i t h the Genl, again today. 

In haste, 

Waters 



9 o.c.p.m. 

Dear Uncle: 

When w r i t i n g t o L i b b i e yesterday morning 
I l i t t l e thought I should get a chance to w r i t e you 
from t h i s place f o r we expected t o be c o n t i n u a l l y on the 
march but there was once i n a w h i l e a cannon & twice i n 
a w h i l e a musket i n the way, a l l yesterday was occupied 
i n s k i r m i s h i n g and t h i s morning was begun a b a t t l e which 
f o r b e ing o b s t i n a t e l y contested on both sides w i l l surpass 
anything during t h i s r e b e l l i o n . 

The Rebels occupied a very strong p o s i t i o n 
t h a t was w e l l f o r t i f i e d & w e l l mounted w i t h guns & supported 
by three d i v i s i o n s of i n f a n t r y under Jackson, Longstreet 
& H i l l . 

F r a n k l i n ' s d i v i s i o n which crossed the R i v e r 
below here begun the f i g h t which soon became general and 
raged f i e r c e l y a l l day, along a l i n e of b a t t l e f o r at l e a s t 
three m i l e s i n l e n g t h . The e n t i r e f i g h t has been one con-
ti n o u s a t t a c k & repulse during the e n t i r e day and has 
r e s u l t e d i n nothing very d e s i c i v e except the t a k i n g of a 
number of Rebel B a t t e r i e s and some few p r i s o n e r s , but i t 
i s r e ported a t Hd. Q t r s . t h a t F r a n k l i n has taken k-000 
p r i s o n e r s and a great many guns down on the l e f t . 

The e n t i r e b a t t l e f i e l d has been i n p l a i n 
s i g h t of Genl. Burnsides Hd. Q t r s . and i f the 93d were 
not l u c k y enough to have a hand i n the f i g h t some of us 
witnessed i t , and you would h a r d l y b e l i e v e t h a t a continued 
discharge of cannon & musketry could be seen & heard from 
d a y l i g h t t i l l dark but such i s the f a c t & a t t h i s hour 
there are o c c a s i o n a l discharges by regiments & even whole 
brigades which f a i r l y makes the ground tremble f o r m i l e s 
around. I saw one r e b e l b a t t e r y charged h times by our 
troops and f i n a l l y taken. 

Our l o s s had undoubtedly been very l a r g e , 
even l a r g e r than the enemys. The f i g h t i n g w i l l probably 
•last a l l n i g h t as the opposite l i n e s of b a t t l e are i n easy 
gun shot and we s h a l l again a t t a c k them i n the morning 
w i t h f r e s h troops which w i l l probably end i n a d e s i c i v e 
v i c t o r y f o r our sid e or the other. God grant i t may be 
f o r ours. The army are confident of success & no army 
coul d f i g h t b e t t e r . 

I am s o r r y your h e a l t h i s so poor & hope you 
are not going t o have a s i c k w i n t e r of i t l i k e t h a t other 
one. My own has been e x c e l l e n t , and I hope soon t o get 



a chance t o come home f o r a few days & hope to f i n d your 
h e a l t h improved & i f p o s s i b l e e n t i r e l y r e s t o r e d . I am 
anxious to come & yet I dont want to miss the b a t t l e s 
I was t a l k i n g w i t h the C o l o n e l today about i t . There 
are now eleven o f f i c e r s of t h i s regiment who are away & 
only two of them l e g a l l y . They have been sent down to 
Washington on business j u s t as I was and have taken ad­
vantage of i t to go home, and so cheat others of a chance 
to go, but the C o l . says t h a t as soon as some of them 
r e t u r n he w i l l t r y & get me a short f u r l o u g h . I f I 
cant come i n an honorable way without doing as some of them 
have done I w i l l s t a y . (What i f I t were not f o r f a v o r i t i s m 
would break them of t h e i r commissions). But I have no 
doubt the C o l . t e l l s a l l who apply the same s t o r y and makes 
the same promise, so you need not expect me t i l l I come, 
but r e s t assured t h a t w i l l be on the f i r s t o p p o r t u n i t y . 

Give my love t o Aunt Hannah & t e l l her I w i l l 
w r i t e t o her as soon as these b a t t l e s are decided, a l l 
the news. Give my l o v e to Em & K i l l Abbie, L i b b i e , D e l i g h t 
85 the C h i l d r e n So a l l . I saw Eph on Wednesday. T h e i r 
regiment was on the march & passed r i g h t through our camp, 
He looked f i r s t r a t e . I wanted him to stop f o r dinner but 
he would not, he must have been i n todays f i g h t . I hope 
he i s a l l s a f e , I w i l l a s c e r t a i n & w r i t e as soon as 
p o s s i b l e t o you. 

In haste, 

Your a f f . Nephew, 

Waters W, Braman 
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