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93rd Regiment N. Y. S. V. 

"MORGON RIFLES" 

Camp Rathbone, Jan. 31,1862 

Mrs. Waters W. Whipple, 
Dear Aunt: 

I t i s not l i k e l y a t present that the regiment w i l l go 
before Tuesday o r Wednesday, but I would l i k e t o have my trunk 
a l l packed so t h a t I can f e t c h i t down on Monday morning i f I 
come up on Sunday. I f I do not come up, I wish uncle would 
send i t down on Monday, but I w i l l t r y and come up on Sunday 
afternoon. I f I don't, I hope you w i l l a l l come down so as to 
b i d me good bye. 

The other n i g h t a f t e r I got here I was s i c k a l l n i g h t 
w i t h the s i c k headache, but had to act as the O f f i c e r of the 
Guard next day, but although I could not sleep any l a s t n i g h t 
e i t h e r , s t i l l I f e e l a l l r i g h t again. 

Enclosed I send a photograph of Capt. C o l v i n o f Co. A. 
T e l l L i b to keep i t on the p a r l o r t a b l e f o r me. I guess I 
s h a l l have some of my own taken tomorrow. I f I do you can get 
them when any of you come down, or I w i l l send them up. 

With lov e t o a l l I remain 

Yours i n haste and w r i t t e n i n the dark. 

L i e u t . Waters W. Braman 

Co. C 93**d Regiment 
New York State Volunteers 
&c &c &c 



Head Quarters 93rd Regt. N. Y. S. V. 
Camp Rathbone, Albany, Feby. J, 
1862. 

Dear Uncle: 

The regiment has not gone y e t , and from present 
appearances w i l l not go i n two or three weeks. At any r a t e we 
are t o have muskets t o d r i l l w i t h w h i l e we are here, and the 
boys are c a l c u l a t i n g on having a good time here on the Fourth 
of J u l y a t l e a s t . They say th a t i s what the muskets are f o r . 

I t i s c e r t a i n t h a t the Regt. w i l l not leave u n t i l they 
are p a i d o f f , and there i s no funds t o do t h a t w i t h u n t i l Congress 
makes an a p p r o p r i a t i o n , and t h a t w i l l take them sometime y e t . 

And the s u t l e r a t t h i s post i s beginning to t r u s t the 
men f o r anything they want. And he would not do th a t i f we 
were not going t o be p a i d here, because he belongs to Gov. 
Morgan, and the Govenor knows a l l about i t . 

Enclosed I send a couple of my photographs, and a couple 
of c e r t i f i c a t e s which I wish you would give to Ephriam, which 
he w i l l dispose of as agreed between us. 

I do not know as I s h a l l come up on Saturday or Sunday 
next but I s h a l l c e r t a i n l y come up again, and perhaps two or 
three times before we go. When we do go i t w i l l probably be 
i n a hurry. 

We a l l got our Commissions today, and as they read 
I am the o l d e s t o f f i c e r i n the Regt. as i t was dated a year back, 
I suppose by mistake, and so I had to send i t back t o be a l t e r e d . 

I f I don't come up Sunday I w i l l send some of my b i g 
photographs up Monday n i g h t . 

Yours t r u l y , 

L i e u t . Waters W. Braman. 



Park Barracks, N* Y. 

February 16, 1862. 

Dear Aunt; 

We a r r i v e d safe a f t e r twenty hours t r a v e l on the c a r s , 
a l l safe and sound, and are i n t i p top quarters at the Park. 

We are going t o R i k e r s I s l a n d tomorrow afternoon, and 
I do not t h i n k we s h a l l stay v e r y long t h e r e . Our r i f l e s are 
a l l here and w a i t i n g f o r us, and we are t o have them as soon as 
we get on the i s l a n d . 

I t i s only about twenty minutes s a i l from the c i t y , and 
i f any of you come down w r i t e and d i r e c t to me a t tha t place 
and I w i l l come over and see you. 

The men a l l f e e l w e l l , but we are having such 
good news from the South, they are a f r a i d they w i l l not get down 
i n time t o see the fun. 

When you or any one w r i t e s d i r e c t to L i e u t . Waters W, 
Braman, Co., C» 93rd Regt., N. Y. S. V., R i k e r s I s l a n d Barracks, 
and i t w i l l come a l l s t r a i g h t . When we get s e t t l e d there 
I w i l l w r i t e again, so t h a t i f we should go to Staten I s l a n d 
i n s t e a d you could know where t o w r i t e me. 

Give my love t o Em. and a l l the f o l k s , and don't f o r g e t 
to send t h a t photograph t h a t I marked to Ly d i a the f i r s t chance 
you get. 

Yours t r u l y , but i n haste, 
Waters. 

If 



Dear Em; 

Headquarters 93rd Regt. N. Y. S. V. 
Camp B l i s s , Feby, 19th, 1862 

We are a l l s e t t l e d i n our new quarters on 
R i k e r s I s l a n d about 11 m i l e s from the c i t y up the East R i v e r . 

We have p r e t t y good Barracks and s h a l l probably stay 
here f i v e or s i x weeks, a t any r a t e three weeks as we have 
f u l l s u p p l i e s of c o a l and s t o r e s f o r t h a t time. But i t 
w i l l a l l depend on the movements of troops at the south, and 
I hope they w i l l make some move p r e t t y soon i f i t does have 
anything t o do w i t h us. 

I opened the box l a s t n i g h t f o r the f i r s t time and 
came near f i n i s h i n g the c i d e r f r i e d potatoes and nut cake. 

Our r i f l e s came yesterday and are t o be d i s t r i b u t e d 
t o the men tomorrow, but not any amunition u n t i l the men 
get a l i t t l e f a m i l i a r w i t h h a n d l i n g the guns f o r f e a r o f 
ac c i d e n t s . The guns are E n f i e l d R i f l e s and very good ones t o o , 

I might have come up t o Albany again t o see the s i c k 
men and s t r a g g l e r s l e f t there but inasmuch as we d i d not have 
but two men l e f t I thought i t was no use, not but what I 
would have l i k e d t o come and see you a l l . 

I f any of you come down to N.Y. you can come up here 
by coming on the c i t y cars from the A s t o r House up t o Harlem 
and then cross over i n a s k i f , I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t I may 
come up again before we leave but not very probable. 

Give my love t o a l l and t e l l them I am very much 
o b l i g e d f o r f i x i n g my thi n g s f o r me. They are the best i n 
the Regt. and I could s e l l my tru n k f o r more than i t cost 
they a l l l i k e i t so much. 

Yours t r u l y but i n haste 

WATERS 
PS 

T e l l the f o l k s to d i r e c t t o L i e u t , Waters W. Braman, 93^d 
Regt. N,Y.S,V., New York C i t y and I w i l l get i t as we have 
a postmaster who goes down every day. 

WATERS 



Dear F r i e n d ; 

Camp B l i s s , R i k e r s I s l a n d 
February 23rd, 1862 

I r e c e i v e d Uncle's and L i b b i e ' s l e t t e r s by m a i l 
and a l s o one by Bob Getty. T h i s afternoon he was up to the 
I s l a n d a l i t t l e w h i l e but would not stay a l l n i g h t . He 
d i d not b r i n g the box up so I s h a l l have t o go down t o the 
C i t y tomorrow, but I t h i n k t h a t i f you are k i n d enough t o 
send i t I can w e l l a f f o r d t o go a f t e r i t . The other box i s 
j u s t about gone and here l e t me thank you a l l f o r i t . The 
th i n g s were a l l very n i c e as a l l the o f f i c e r s w i l l t e s t i f y , 
and a l s o f o r t h i s one f o r I am sure i t w i l l prove equal t o the 
other i f i t came from home. Speaking of home, I never f e l t 
t h a t I had a home so much as when I read Uncle Waters' l e t t e r , 
e s p e c i a l l y the way i n which i t c l o s e d . 

I was very g l a d t o r e c e i v e L i b b i e ' s l e t t e r , not only 
f o r the news which i t contained but f o r the expressions of 
k i n d regards from a l l . 

I guess i t was f u l l as w e l l you women f o l k s d i d not 
come down t o Albany as I should not have been l i k e l y t o have 
seen you; and i f you had gone down to Greenbush i t would have 
been the same, as we d i d not get there u n t i l about dark, 
We had to wait there about an hour i n the c o l d f o r the cars 
to be got ready. We came through without accident and a l t h o ' 
some of the Companies had men l e f t behind at the d i f f e r e n t 
s t a t i o n s , we d i d not have a s i n g l e one l e f t , and w i t h the 
exception of Jack, have not a d e s e r t i o n i n the 
Company, and I can h a r d l y b e l i e v e yet but t h a t he w i l l come y e t . 
I t h i n k the Cox f o l k s i n Albany got him on a spree, but do 
not t h i n k he intended t o desert when he went down town, and, 
i f they who d i d persuade him knew th a t the p e n a l t y was death i f 
caught or such other p e n a l t y as a Court M a r t i a l s h a l l decide, 
I don't t h i n k they would have done i t , and, i f he i s caught 
(and there i s two or three l o o k i n g f o r him) without he r e t u r n s 
of h i s own accord, and t h a t p r e t t y quick, I pledge my word 
t h a t he s h a l l be d e a l t w i t h t o the f u l l extent of the law. But 
when I heard he was gone I d i d not b e l i e v e i t f o r I would have 
about as soon suspected myself as Jack. He must want t o l i v e 
the l i f e o f a dog and a coward i f he has done so. He must 
want to come back t o Troy I should t h i n k . I know I should 
want to get as f a r from anyone t h a t ever knew me as p o s s i b l e 
and I hope t h a t every r e l a t i o n I have got i n the world w i l l 
forsake me, i f I ever forsake the F l a g a t the l a s t moment, as 
he d i d us, but I may meet him again. I hope i t w i l l be soon 
and I hope i t w i l l be coming back to duty l i k e a man; but i f i t 
a i n ' t t h a t way God help him. 

(*Now, Rensselaer, opposite Albany) 



L i b b i e , I saw t h a t young l a d y who was w a i t i n g a n x i o u s l y 
f o r the 93 rd to make i t s appearence i n N, Y., and spent a 
very pleasant evening indeed, but I had not seen her u n t i l 
a f t e r you wrote, although I had her address from someone i n 
Troy, but I thought they were f o o l i n g me about the number of 
her house, but I found e v e r y t h i n g a l l r i g h t . 

T e l l Em she can have t h a t Photograph t h a t I marked, i f 
she wants i t , or any other but the one Aunt Hannah p i c k e d out. 

We have p r e t t y good Barracks f o r men but not very good 
f o r the o f f i c e r s . My bunk i s i n the t h i r d s t o r y opposite the 
store and as near t o i t as p o s s i b l e to get. The Regt. i s 
g e t t i n g along p r e t t y f a s t as f a r as d r i l l i s concerned. I am 
t r y i n g the r i f l e s every day t o see how they w i l l shoot. We 
p r a c t i c e sometimes a t the distance of about 3A °£ a m i l e , at 
a Rock out i n the r i v e r , and sometimes h i t i t , and can see 
every shot when i t s t r i k e s i n the water. 

The prospect now i s t h a t the Regt. w i l l be payed o f f 
w i t h i n a week or two and leave immediately f o r the South. I 
d i d not see EMMET or the young l a d y from W. V. as I have no 
time to go on a w i l d goose chase of that k i n d . 

Give my l o v e to a l l the f o l k s , t o C a l l y and L y d i a , and 
b e l i e v e t h a t I remember you a l l and s t i l l remain as ever 

Your Nephew and Cousin 

Waters W. Braman. 



Headquarters 93rd Regt. N.Y.S.V. 
Camp Crocker March 9th, 1862 

Dear Uncle; 
Here we are down i n D i x i e , one and a h a l f m i l e s 

from Washington on the Bladensburgh Road near what i s c a l l e d 
the Bladensburgh t o l l gate. We are encamped on the side of 
a h i l l where i t i s very p l e a s a n t . There are 8 or 10 Regts. 
r i g h t i n s i g h t . The encampments look s p l e n d i d a l l l a i d out 
i n s t r e e t s and the t e n t s a l l r e g u l a r and white as snow. 

There are two Regts. of r e g u l a r s and i t i s worth 
while to see them. I wish t o mercy I was i n the r e g u l a r s 
i n s t e a d of the v o l u n t e e r s . Most of the Regts. are expecting 
to leave every day and I t h i n k l i k e l y we s h a l l cross the 
Potomac i n a few days. 

I have got a b i g t e n t about 10 f e e t square and the 
Capt. and M i l o have one too. The r i g h t way i s f o r the Capt. 
t o have one and the L i e u t s . between them, but the Capt. has got 
a b i g bed b i g enough f o r two and so M i l o i s going to sleep 
w i t h him. I have got two or three of the c o r p o r a l s i n 
w i t h me f o r a few days u n t i l we get two more t e n t s and the 
Capt. and M i l o has t o do the same. 

I am w e l l as can be and g e t t i n g f a t as a p i g since 
we l e f t t h a t B l i s s f u l l I s l a n d which I hope never to see again. 
I l i k e being camped out here, i n f a c t I f e e l b e t t e r than any 
place since I have been i n t h i s business. Perhaps i t i s 
because we are nearer the scene of a c t i o n , At any r a t e the 
men are j u s t beginning to be s o l d i e r s . They were too near 
home to l e a r n much bef o r e . 

We had a l o v e l y time coming down on the c a r s , which 
we took at South Amboy and came v i a P h i l a . , where the l a d i e s 
gave us a s p l e n d i d supper as i t was about midnight when we 
got t h e r e . There was 5 Regts. of us on the Road one a f t e r 
the other and they f e d them a l l t h e r e . They have sp l e n d i d 
accomodations there and I t h i n k i t was r i g h t l y named when i t 
was c a l l e d the C i t y of b r o t h e r l y l o v e . They f e d us a l s o i n 
Baltimore but i t was r a t h e r poor a f t e r e a t i n g i n P h i l a , The 
men w i l l always remember what they got there and the good 
l o o k i n g l a d i e s who served. Co. C gave them three r o u s i n g 
cheers or r a t h e r s i x , three f o r the c i t y and three f o r the 
l a d i e s , w i t h a w i l l . 

The men were r a t h e r t i r e d , not so much w i t h the 
t r a v e l or marching but standing s t i l l at a l l the places when 
we had t o change cars w i t h t h e i r knapsacks on, which i s worse 
than i f they had been marching. 



We see a l l kinds of Regts. passing every day going over 
the r i v e r and i t i s f i n e t o see them -with baggage t r a i n s and 
a l l . 

We are r i g h t at th a t Spring where the f o l k s or r a t h e r 
where the s o l d i e r s were poisoned. One of the Regts. had a 
sentry shot there f o u r or f i v e n i g h t s ago by the enemy's 
scouts, who are even on t h i s s i d e o f the r i v e r and even i n 
the C i t y of Washington some dark n i g h t s , f o r you see we are 
only f o u r or f i v e m i l e s from them anyway and we hope soon 
to be nearer. 

The B l a c k Horse Cavalry, C o l . Morrison, are o n l y 
two m i l e s from us and they say here that they are l i k e l y 
to be discharged and sent home. I do not t h i n k I s h a l l have 
time t o go over and see Mr. Khight. 

I am as contented as can be here but I o f t e n t h i n k 
of home and a l l the f r i e n d s I l e f t t h e r e . 

We l e f t the I s l a n d r a t h e r unexpectedly. I was abed 
the day about noon when the orders came. I had been up a l l 
the n i g h t before t r y i n g t o get one of our men down to Black-
w e l l s I s l a n d t h a t had the smallpox. I had t o tend to i t 
myself as none of the men t h a t c o u l d do i t would have anything 
to do w i t h him as they were a f r a i d of c a t c h i n g i t , and the 
Capt. and M i l o had never had i t and so I had t o do i t myself. 
We had t o take him down i n a sm a l l boat and go through H u r l -
gate i n the n i g h t a t t h a t ; but the C o l . ordered him t o be 
taken o f f t h a t n i g h t , so i t was done. I f he had l e t us 
wait u n t i l next day, I should have got some one to go i n my 
pla c e ; but s t i l l a f e l l o w cant have i t but once and i f I have 
got to have i t I may as w e l l i f I caught i t . 

I f the doctors were worth anything the man should 
have been taken down two or three days before he was, but they 
don't seem t o know what i s the matter w i t h a man u n t i l he i s 
e i t h e r w e l l or dead, e x p e c i a l l y the l a t t e r , then they are 
p a r t i c u l a r l y a c t i v e i n g e t t i n g him under the sod. I f they 
are no b e t t e r surgeons than they are doctors, I p i t y the boys 
i f there i s ever a b a t t l e i n which the 93 rd has a hand. 

I f you w r i t e d i r e c t t o Washington and I w i l l get i t 
whi l e we are here, and i f we leave, the l e t t e r s w i l l f o l l o w 
us, and I w i l l w r i t e when we are going t o leave . Don't 
fo r g e t t o put the l e t t e r o f the Company and No. of the Regt, 
and N.Y.S.V. on the d i r e c t i o n s . 

We have our r e g u l a r r a t i o n s and cook ourselves or 
r a t h e r we don't cook ourselves but cook the r a t i o n s o u r s e l v e s . 



Give my love to Em and a l l the f o l k s . I w i l l w r i t e 
to L i b and Em both i n a day or so, and one t o Aunt Hannah too. 

Write soon 

Your A f f e c t i o n a t e Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 

PS Excuse the w r i t i n g but I am awful t i r e d and i n a great h u r r y 
and would not w r i t e at a l l t o n i g h t but I thought i t was my 
duty to l e t you know a l l about i t as I wrote you I would. 

Yours, 

Waters 



M e r i d i a n H i l l , Washington, D.C. 
March 18th, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

Your welcome l e t t e r came to hand i n due time -
a l s o one from L i b b i e - t o n i g h t . As you see by the above we 
have changed camp grounds. We s t r u c k our t e n t s t h i s morning 
and moved here- we are about the same distance from Washington 
as b e f o r e , but on the other s i d e , we came here as our Brigade 
i s here. 

Tomorrow at 10 O.C. A.M. we again leave, t h i s 
time we do l e a v e , f o r we are not allowed t o take any of our 
t e n t s f o r men and only one w a l l t e n t (which i s about ten f e e t 
square) f o r the o f f i c e r s of each company- and I guess I s h a l l 
have t o leave my trunk behind and only take such t h i n g s as I 
need immediately - probably the capt. & myself w i l l take a 
t r u n k between us i n which case we w i l l pack the other and 
leave i t s t o r e d here - government provides f o r t h e i r safe 
keeping - and we w i l l be allowed t o leave about two men from 
each company t o take care of the camp equipage. 

You w i l l p l a i n l y see the reason of a l l t h i s as 
the troops are r e q u i r e d to move forward so r a p i d l y and i n such 
l a r g e bodies t h a t i t would be impossible f o r government t o 
provide t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r a l l the baggage f o r i t took 32-
s i x horse teams to move, us t h i s afternoon, besides the men 
c a r r y i n g t h e i r guns Knapsacks & B l a n k e t s . The Regt. i s i n 
the t h i r d Brigade of Gen. Casey's D i v i s i o n , our B r i g . Gen. 
i s Gen. Palmer a graduate of West P o i n t i n the same c l a s s 
w i t h Gen. M c C l e l l e n — Our Brigade i s composed of the 8 l s t 
85th 93rd 98th & 101st N.Y.S.V. and i s s a i d t o be a s p l e n d i d 
Brigade. We are to march tomorrow t o A l e x a n d r i a and from 
there on towards Richmond and hope t o s m e l l Powder i n a few 
days. 

Whether or no we do see any f i g h t i n g w i l l depend 
on circumstances as i t looks now we probably s h a l l . The Reg. 
has not as y e t been p a i d o f f although we have been promised 
from week to week and they t e l l us t o n i g h t t h a t we s h a l l be 
p a i d i n a few days and t h a t i t w i l l f o l l o w us. I t i s a 
great wonder t o me t h a t the Regt. does not refuse to go i f 
they were not good t r u e men they would r e f u s e . But there i s 
not a s i n g l e murmer although I have seen l e t t e r s to men 
saying t h a t t h e i r whole f a m i l i e s had gone t o the Poor House -
and l o t s of them t h a t were s u f f e r i n g f o r t h e i r pay which they 
expected from t h e i r Husbands at l e a s t two months ago. But 
so i t i s and i t i s p a r t o f a s o l d i e r s duty t o do as he i s 
t o l d and say n o t h i n g - but you may judge whether you could 
f i g h t any good i f you thought your f a m i l y was s u f f e r i n g . 



I d i d not s u f f e r any severe consequences 
from my exposure t o the small pox, nor could the man have 
been provided f o r without a commissioned o f f i c e r so you 
see the t h i n g had to be done by some one. 

I s h a l l answer L i b b i e ' s l e t t e r as soon as 
we get any-wheres t h a t I can get a chance t o do so - but 
perhaps i t w i l l be r a t h e r short. But i t w i l l depend on 
the time I have, not on the wish to do i t i n a hurry -
f o r I look w i t h l o n g i n g eyes f o r a l e t t e r from home even 
when I know there i s no p o s s i b i l i t y of g e t t i n g one, and I 
know i t would not look w e l l i n me t o s l e i g h t you. I 
have not been able to see Brother W i l l i a m as yet but s h a l l 
probably do so i n the next few days - and s t i l l I may be 
w i t h i n a m i l e of him and not see him - but i f our Regts. are 
encamped over n i g h t any where near you may be sure 
I s h a l l see him. 

Give my love t o L y d i a and C a r r i e when you 
w r i t e and t o a l l the f o l k s i n Troy and West Troy*- When 
you w r i t e d i r e c t t o Washington and the l e t t e r w i l l be 
forwarded, a t any r a t e d i r e c t there unless you get d i f f e r e n t 
d i r e c t i o n s from me. 

Your a f f e c . nephew 

Waters W. Braman 

P.S. Wednesday morning 

The Regt. i s not going u n t i l tomorrow or next day 

Waters 

(* Now W a t e r v l i e t , N. Y.). 



Head Quarters Co. C 93 Regt. 
N.Y.S.V. Men. 23, 1862 

Dear L i b b i e : 

Yours of the 17th i n s t came t o hand and was 
read w i t h p l e a s u r e . I t was r a t h e r longer than the one 
you w i l l get from me. The p i c t u r e s were very acceptable 
as the feminine sex are r a t h e r scarce down here — You 
wished me to send you something from D i x i e i n a l e t t e r but 
there has been no chance as yet to send anything t h a t would 
go i n one, nor i s there much t h a t would seem l i k e contraband 
on t h i s side o f the r i v e r but we are going over i n a day 
or two and then I w i l l send you something. 

We are s t i l l on Meridian H i l l i n the same 
pla c e as when I wrote t o Uncle Waters. We are going on 
t h i s e x p e d i t i o n from A l e x a n d r i a , and as soon as the troops 
al r e a d y there have embarked, there w i l l be about 60 M 
troops on the e x p e d i t i o n and as the boats do not a r r i v e 
as f a s t as expected you see i t takes some time t o ship a l l 
the s o l d i e r s . 

The 93rd Regt. i s t o be p a i d o f f at l a s t 
the e v e n t f u l day i s tomorrow I s h a l l probably send home 
$100.00 or so when I see how much I get. I s h a l l send 
i t by express probably, Tuesday or Wednesday e i t h e r from 
Washington or from A l e x a n d r i a . 

I had a l e t t e r l a s t n i g h t from B a l l and 
s h a l l answer i t i n a day or so from here i f I f i n d the 
Regt. i s going. 

Bob Getty was here yesterday I met him i n 
the c i t y day before and he came up and s t a i d a l l n i g h t i n 
camp w i t h me. My t e n t i s not f i x e d so n i c e here as i t 
was over t o the other camp, so I could not e n t e r t a i n him 
i n great s t y l e . Our camp i s only a l i t t l e ways from 
Georgetown but we have t o send t o the c i t y when we want 
to buy anything t o eat as they are a l l S e c e s s i o n i s t s i n 
the c i t y of Georgetown and would poison us a l l i f they 
cou l d get the chance. In f a c t , one of Capt, McCornishes 
men was poisoned d r i n k i n g l i q u o r and i n the 92 N.Y. they 
have poisoned 5 or 6 men i n the past two weeks and I do 
b e l i e v e t h a t two-thirds of the p o p u l a t i o n of t h i s d i s t r i c t 
are s e c e s s i o n i s t s . 

Bob Getty i s going on the same e x p e d i t i o n but 
not on the Boat t h a t he l e f t N.Y. w i t h , as he has l e f t her 
and i s t r y i n g t o get on some other v e s s e l . 



I f we ever go to Al e x a n d r i a I w i l l t r y and 
look up your f r i e n d . You wanted t o know who M i l o was the 
i n d i v i d u a l who bears t h a t name i s the respected 2d L i e u t , of 
Co. C. so you w i l l understand. 

We are to have a grand Review tomorrow a f t e r ­
noon i f we get P a i d o f f e a r l y enough there i s t o be three 
Brigades of our d i v i s i o n and two other d i v i s i o n s present 
and there w i l l probably be about 10 thousand s o l d i e r s on 
the f i e l d . I wish you were a l l here to see i t as i t w i l l 
ge a : grand s i g h t . 

I f I can get time enough I w i l l go down t o 
the c i t y and send by express a b i g thorn t h a t I found here 
to put i n the P a r l o r perhaps I w i l l send i t w i t h the money, 
I guess I w i l l get a l i t t l e box to send i t i n but you must 
be c a r e f u l and not break i t i n t a k i n g i t out. I w i l l w r i t e 
to Uncle Waters when I do send i t . I have not y e t w r i t t e n 
to C a r r i e or L y d i a but in t e n d t o do so soon but I don't have 
h a r d l y time to answer a l l the l e t t e r s I r e c e i v e from persons 
i n Troy. 

We have not the s l i g h t e s t i d e a of where we are 
going on the e x p e d i t i o n nor do,I suppose there are many 
tha t do,besides, Geo. B ---—, some t h i n k i t i s to Richmond, 
some t o Re i n f o r c e Burnside but I t h i n k t h a t e i t h e r way w i l l 
take us t o the same p l a c e , Richmond, 

I wish my tru n k and about two t h i r d s of my 
thi n g s was up i n Troy and I do not know but I s h a l l send i t 
up one of these days and you need not be s u r p r i s e d t o see 
i t soon. 

Give my love t o a l l the f o l k s and t e l l Aunt 
Hannah t h a t the next l e t t e r t o K i l l s and the one t o Uncle 
Waters about the money I w i l l w r i t e t o her. — And to the 
r e s t of you when I hear from y o u — 

Your a f f e c t . Coz 

Waters 



Head Quarters Co. C 
93d N.Y.V. Camp Cassidy 
A p r i l 6th, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

Your k i n d l e t t e r has j u s t t h i s moment 
a r r i v e d - I had been expecting i t f o r about a week and 
I delayed w r i t i n g on t h a t account. I wrote a l e t t e r 
t h i s afternoon to Em & K i l l and another t o L y d i a . The 
m a i l which brought your l e t t e r i s the f i r s t we have had 
i n over a week. Our Regt. has seen a good deal of hard 
s e r v i c e i n the way of P i c k e t & Guard duty and everything 
but f i g h t i n g - and th a t to w i t h nothing t o eat f o r whole 
days a t a time and s l e e p i n g on the Ground when i t came 
n i g h t - but t h a t i s nothing as t h a t i s what we came f o r . 

The f i r s t n i g h t a f t e r we came here we were 
on the very outposts of the army towards York-Town and I 
had t o post a p i c k e t Guard through a swamp a f t e r 10 O.C. 
P.M. f o r about two mi l e s w i t h nothing f o r a guide but the 
n o r t h S t a r . Not a very pleasant duty but somebody had 
to do i t and although I had been o f f i c e r of the Guard the 
day before coming down on the boat from A l e x a n d r i a - yet 
they send me i n preference to sending some others. I t 
would have been comparatively easy i f there had been a 
guard there to have r e l i e v e d but you see we had marched 
w i t h our whole Brigade beyond the Chain of P i c k e t s and of 
course had t o post new ones. 

We have moved our camp since we came here 
and are now about i j m i l e s from Newport News and i n f u l l 
s i g h t o f the James R i v e r and the Rebel B a t t e r i e s on the 
other s i d e . 

I was down to the camp of the second N. Y. V o l . 
and saw W i l l i e Whipple - E l i j a h Wm. had gone t o Baltimore 
J u l i a Frank was down here but went back t o Baltimore where 
the Family i s stopping the day before yesterday. 

I have not yet seen Wm. His Regt. l e f t Wash­
ing t o n more than a week before we a r r i v e d t h e r e - and l e f t 
A l e x a n d r i a a day or two ahead of us and the n i g h t I was on 
P i c k e t I was w i t h i n h a l f a m i l e of t h e i r camp- but they were 
ordered o f f during the n i g h t , and although I found out they 
were there d u r i n g the same n i g h t from a man of the Regt. who 
had been o f f v i s i t i n g another Regt. and our P i c k e t s a r r e s t e d 
him yet I could not leave my post t o see him. And I t h i n k 
the Regt. i s i n B a t t l e a t the present moment- at any r a t e 
we have news t h a t they are having a p r e t t y hard time t a k i n g 
YorkTown- we can hear the Guns a l l the w h i l e i f we can not 
j o i n i n the fun. 



We are under marching orders and i t i s 
c e r t a i n we s h a l l leave En Route f o r Richmond i n a day 
or two and perhaps before morning, as l a s t n i g h t they 
c a l l e d up two of our brigades and d i d not give them 
any time t o pack up what they l e f t behind. When a 
s o l d i e r hears the long R o l l he has got t o s t a r t at 
the f i r s t t a p. 

As t o that note, the money w i l l be sent 
tomorrow or next day by Express and you may expect i t 
c e r t a i n . I w i l l send i t t o you. 

Give my love to a l l and b e l i e v e me your 

A f f e c t Newphew 

Waters W,.' Braman 

P.S. 

Perhaps I had b e t t e r save twenty f i v e D o l l a r s of t h i s 
money although I do not t h i n k I s h a l l need i t unless I 
am s i c k . I f I do you can charge i t to me and I w i l l w r i t e 
whether I do keep i t or not — When you w r i t e d i r e c t t o 
Old P o i n t Comfort. 

Yours & C 

Waters 



Head Quarters Co. C 
93rd Regt. N.Y.S. V o l . 
Camp Cassidy New P o r t News, Va. 

Dear Em & K i l l 

Your l e t t e r s came to hand as we were l e a v i n g A l e x a n d r i a -
since which time the 93 r& has gone through r a t h e r v a r i e d scenes. 

We l e f t t h a t p l a c e on Sunday w i t h the mud about s i x inches 
deep, from there we had a pleasant t r i p down the Potomac t o F o r t r e s s 
Monroe where we landed and marched t o Hampton and there s l e p t on the 
ground i n a grave yard i t seemed r a t h e r s a c r i l i g i o u s to make a f i r e 
a gainst a tomb stone or i n a church, or r a t h e r i n the w a l l s of a 
church as you remember the place had a l l been burned by the Rebels 
and was c e r t a i n l y the most desolate l o o k i n g p l a c e I ever saw. 

The next morning we again marched about te n m i l e s i n the 
d i r e c t i o n of New-Port News but a l i t t l e to the r i g h t and r i g h t on 
the outposts of the army - towards York Town - and again yesterday 
we moved to our present p o s i t i o n about a m i l e from New Po r t News. 

We are i n s i g h t of the Rebel b a t t e r i e s on the other side of 
the James R i v e r - c a l l e d the P i g P o i n t B a t t e r y on which there are guns 
tha t could throw s h e l l s r i g h t i n t o our camp. The Rebels have a l s o 
Gun-Boats w i t h which they have s h e l l e d q u i t e a number of the camps but 
do not do much damage. We are a l s o i n s i g h t of the sunken F r i g a t e 
Cumberland - which you remember was sunk by the Rebel steamer, Merrimac. 

Our f o r c e s were engaged i n a b a t t l e yesterday but i t i s of 
no use f o r me to w r i t e you the p a r t i c u l a r s as you can get i t b e t t e r from 
the papers and there are a thousand d i f f e r e n t s t o r i e s a f l o a t i n camp. 

At any r a t e I was down to the camp of the 2nd N. Y. and saw 
them s t a r t on a f o r c e d march f o r Warwick at which p l a c e I t h i n k there 
i s t o be a General H o s p i t a l f o r the wounded. 

John Quackenbush sent h i s respects to you both. I saw a l l 
the Troy f o l k s and they a l l f e l t w e l l . The Regt. were very n i c e l y f i x e d 
i n t h e i r o l d w i n t e r quarters and i t w i l l come r a t h e r hard f o r them to 
sleep on the ground as they are not f u r n i s h e d w i t h rubber b l a n k e t s . 
N e i t h e r O f f i c e r s or men were allowed to take anything but what they 
c a r r i e d on t h e i r backs - not do I t h i n k we w i l l be when we leave and 
you need not be s u r p r i s e d any day to see my t r u n k coming home. I 
have got more t r a p s i n my trunk than a Regt. ought t o have f o r s e r v i c e . 

I was out on p i c k e t t h a t other n i g h t a f t e r we got here and 
had to s t a r t i n the n i g h t and post p i c k e t guards f o r about two m i l e s 
r i g h t through a swamp which took t i l l most d a y l i g h t . We d i d not have 
any very strange adventures but found i t r a t h e r a new business. 

I saw the new Steamer MONITOR at F o r t r e s s Monroe. I t i s 
r a t h e r a curious t h i n g f o r a v e s s e l - but they t h i n k i t i s King of 
the Sea down here. 



We are as f a r advanced i n the war as the Regts. t h a t came 
here s i x or ei g h t months ago. We are under marching orders and l i k e l y 
t o leave here a t any moment and s h a l l I t h i n k tomorrow. When you w r i t e 
d i r e c t t o Old P o i n t Comfort, Va, 

The weather f o r the past few days has been splen d i d and the 
tr e e s are a l l i n blossom. 

I had a l e t t e r from L y d i a a day or two ago and s h a l l answer 
i t today. I have not yet had any answer from Uncle Waters as to 
whether or no the money came a l l s t r a i g h t i n f a c t we have had our 
l e t t e r s but once since we l e f t A l e x a n d r i a . 

I s h a l l probably w r i t e Uncle Waters tomorrow. 

Give my love t o a l l . 

From 

Waters 



Youngs M i l l s , V i r g i n i a 
A p r i l 18th, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

I reed your l e t t e r and a l s o one from Abbie 
and another from L i b b i e at the other camp. I have a l s o 
r e e d papers twice from home and once from K i l l and they 
were very welcome indeed. 

I do not know what t o t h i n k about the C o l . 
not sending that money f o r t h a t note but he t o l d me and so 
d i d the A d j t . t h a t the note should be met and three days 
before i t was due they s a i d they would send i t t h a t day, 
And the next day I was s i c k so t h a t I could not get out of 
the t e n t and d i d not h a r d l y leave the tent u n t i l the 
morning of the day we l e f t t o come here, and supposed 
a l l t h a t time t h a t the money had been sent. But i t 
seems they had been t r y i n g t o make Capt. Johnson pay i t or 
p a r t of i t and so delayed sending i t but the A d j t . says 
i t s h a l l be p a i d and I don't know as I can do any more 
than keep at them u n t i l they do send i t . I am very 
s o r r y i t was not p a i d a t the time of i t but b e l i e v e i t 
w i l l be p a i d . 

I was s i c k f o r f o u r or f i v e days w i t h a 
sore t h r o a t and a k i n d of Distemper that almost the whole 
Regt. has had and p r e t t y s i c k t oo. But am a l l r i g h t 
now as you may judge f o r I was able to march 17 m i l e s 
day before yesterday and c a r r y a l l I have got here on 
my back and I f e e l as tough as ever now. 

I found i t impossible to get my trunk taken 
any f a r t h e r as the Captains are o n l y allowed one box t o 
c a r r y a l l the company Books i n and only one waggon t o 
c a r r y the whole Regimental Baggage ( a l l which looks l i k e 
business) so you see i t was impossible to take i t any 
f u r t h e r and as we are l i k e l y t o be i n a c t i o n s e r v i c e 
every day I t h i n k the l e a s t a man has the b e t t e r they 
are o f f unless we were t o be l i k e the 2d Regt. i n Barracks 
f o r s i x or e i g h t months. 

We are encamped about 2|- m i l e s from Youngs 
M i l l s or r a t h e r beyond, and only about 1-|- m i l e s from the 
Rebel l i n e s - We are expecting a Rousing b i g b a t t l e every 
day f o r the Rebels e v i d e n t l y mean t o make a strong stand 
a t Yorktown or they would not leave t h e i r f o r t i f i c a t i o n s 
back here unless they intended t o concentrate t h e i r f o r c e 
at t h a t p l a c e , f o r a t Youngs M i l l s they had s p l e n d i d 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s and w i n t e r q t r s . f u l l as good as any of 
our own and e v i d e n t l y l a i d out by a s k i l l f u l engineer 



and i n a plac e surrounded by a swamp where i t would have 
taken t e n times t h e i r own for c e to d r i v e them out, but 
they l e f t i n such a hur r y t h a t our boys found a warm 
dinner a l l cooked and the f i r e s burning when they f i r s t 
occupied the p l a c e . 

There are a l l s o r t s of s t o r i e s a f l o a t here 
today about the Rebel Steamer Merrimac being sunk, and I 
wish i t was so as i t w i l l make a great d i f f e r e n c e w i t h 
our army about t r a n s p o r t i n g p r o v i s s i o n s . I suppose you 
hear a l l s o r t s o f s t o r i e s up there about our army here but 
you need not be alarmed as we are c l o s i n g i n on them from 
every side and don't mean t o f i g h t u n t i l we are sure of 
th r a s h i n g them c l e a n out and o f f the P e n i n s u l a . The 
enemy are f i r i n g more or l e s s s h e l l s at our army every day 
but are not doing any damage, except the shooting of the 
p i c k e t s on both s i d e s . S t i l l , any moment we may be 
engaged i n a general engagement and I am sure we w i l l 
as soon as we can get 5 days r a t i o n s f o r the whole army. 

Enclosed I send the key of my tru n k and 
I wish you would have the th i n g s taken out and as we 
expected t o leave every moment I had not had much washing 
done f o r the l a s t two or three weeks. I supposed even 
u n t i l \ an hour before we l e f t t h a t I could b r i n g i t 
and had i t a l l packed f o r that purpose and not f o r sending 
home, but the order came t h a t we were not to take anything 
and I thought i t best to take about two changes of under­
c l o t h e s and l e t the r e s t go home i n preference t o l e a v i n g 
i t t o be s t o l e n as every deserted camp i s ransacked w i t h i n 
an hour a f t e r i t i s l e f t by the Negros who are l e f t here. 

I j u s t happened to get a chance t o send i t 
down t o F o r t r e s s Monroe by our o l d Qtr. Master who has resigned. 
He o f f e r e d t o take i t t o Troy but as he was s i c k I thought 
i t best to have him express i t which he d i d and returned me 
the Recpt. which I enclose. 

I wish you would t i e up those l e t t e r s and 
papers and keep them where everybody can not ransack them 
as I d i d not have time to see whether I wanted t o send them 
or not. I f I had known i n time I might have sent the G i r l s 
a boquet of Sesech flowers and some other t h i n g s . 

D i r e c t your l e t t e r s as before and they w i l l 
come a l l s t r a i g h t . I w i l l answer the g i r l s l e t t e r s i n a 
day or two. 

With love to a l l I remain as ever, 

Your a f f e c . Nephew 
( i n haste) Waters W. Braman 

20 



Camp B o l t o n near Warwick 
Court House, Va. Apr. 20th, 1862 

Dear Cousins L i b b i e & Abbie: 

Your l e t t e r s both a r r i v e d on the day previous 
to our marching and since t h a t time we have moved n e a r l y 
every day. I d i r e c t t h i s t o you both knowing i t w i l l be 
w e l l r e c e i v e d and i f I were to w r i t e two separate ones 
they would both amount to the same. 

We are s t a t i o n e d as you see above, near 
Warwick Court House and v i l l a g e of the same name. I t i s 
a miserable tumble down a f f a i r and the best b u i l d i n g would 
disgrace any northern farmer i f he had i t f o r a barn. 
From the appearance of the country there seems t o have 
been a t o t a l l a c k of energy on the p a r t of the i n h a b i t a n t s , 
and I t h i n k the whole country i s a t l e a s t one hundred 
and f i f t y years behind the s t a t e of N.Y. i n c i v i l i z a t i o n , and the 
Negroes t h a t are l e f t say t h a t they d i d not r a i s e anything 
but Niggers that they sent south f o r s a l e s and I t h i n k 
i t i s without exception the most poverty s t r i c k e n l a nd 
I ever happened t o v i s i t . Nor do I wonder at t h e i r 
wanting to secede. 

As I am w r i t i n g I can hear the guns of 
our P i c k e t s and the Rebels having a l i t t l e s k i r m i s h . The 
Rebel B a t t e r i e s are about l|r m i l e s from the court house. 
We do not expect a general engagement f o r some days to 
come and yet we ordered to be ready (night and day) f o r a 
forward movement and prepared f o r f i g h t i n g . 

There appears today t o have been q u i t e a 
s k i r m i s h towards Yorktown to judge by the heavy f i r i n g 
i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . We are s t i l l about nine m i l e s from 
Yorktown but we s h a l l have B a t t e r i e s enough to take as 
the Rebels have f o r t i f i e d almost across the P e n i n s u l a 
from the York to the James R i v e r s we are the extreme. 
L e f t of the whole army and are opposed t o the Right of 
the Enemy. There i s c o n t i n u a l s k i r m i s h i n g a l l along 
the l i n e and we t h i n k n othing of going t o sleep h e a r i n g 
them poping away at each other w i t h R i f l e and F i e l d p i e c e s . 
Our men are busy every n i g h t b u i l d i n g B a t t e r i e s t o oppose 
the same on the other side of a b i g creek ( c a l l e d Warwick 
Creek) which separates the two armies. 

There i s no doubt but when the Dance once 
f a i r l y opens i t w i l l throw B u l l Run o r anything e l s e i n 
the shade. For the Enemy are f o r t i f i e d i n a country t h a t 
they are w e l l acquainted w i t h but i t i s f u l l o f the most 



h o r r i b l e swamps, which they have taken advantage o f , but 
by the help of Godi we w i l l overcome a l l d i f f i c u l t i e s and 
teach the v i l l a i n s one l e s s o n , so th a t they w i l l not do as 
they do now t h a t i s c a l l t o our P i c k e t s from the other side 
of the Creek t o know i f we remember B u l l Run, and c a l l 
them D d Yankees. They do not seem t o know anything 
about P o r t Donaldson or any of the Union v i c t o r i e s . 

F o r some reason or other they put none but 
Georgia & L o u i s i a n a s o l d i e r s on p i c k e t . Perhaps they f e a r 
some of the V i r g i n i a n s or North C a r o l i n i a n s might take 
fren c h l e a v e . C e r t a i n i t i s t h a t t h e i r leaders are smart 
men and cunning as foxes — and they w i l l not give up 
without a f a i r t r i a l . 

I t i s now 10 O.C. P.M. and as I am o f f i c e r 
of the Guard t o n i g h t I have j u s t had orders t o keep every 
f i r e out and t o a l l o w no noise as they are expecting t h a t 
the enemy w i l l t r y and throw a bridge across the creek, 
which i s p r e t t y wide as there i s a r e g u l a r marsh each si d e 
of i t and they want a l l q u i e t so i f there are any s i g n a l s 
they can be r e a d i l y seen and i f our Brigade was wanted we 
could advance without a moments delay. And i t i s dark 
as t a r and r a i n i n g i n t o the barg a i n , j u s t the k i n d o f a n i g h t 
f o r s s u r p r i s e t o be s u c c e s s f u l . 

That Thorn which I wrote t o L i b b i e I had got 
was indeed a c u r i o s i t y but although I had i t a l l L a i d up t o 
send, orders came to march and i f I had a w i f e and the order 
came to s t a r t she might loo k out f o r h e r s e l f f o r a l l me. 
Nor do I have much time t o c o l l e c t c u r i o s i t i e s as I do not 
b e l i e v e there are many regiments but our own t h a t have gone 
i n t o a c t i v e s e r v i c e as soon as we have, or seen more o f i t 
i n the way of marching and P i c k e t duty. I n g e t t i n g ahead 
we have been very l u c k y . 

I wish you would have the t h i n g s i n my trunk 
taken out but kept so t h a t i f at any time during the war and 
I am a l i v e and we are l i k e l y t o stay 5 or s i x months i n a 
place (which I hope won't be u n t i l t h i s inhuman R e b e l l i o n 
i s stopped) t h a t I can w r i t e f o r i t at a l l events as t h i n g s 
have turned and look f o r the present I am g l a d I sent i t home 
there may be some l e t t e r s or papers t h a t I do not want every 
body t o read and I wish these t o be taken care of as I had no 
time when I packed i t t o see whether they were good f o r any 
t h i n g or not. 

Give my love t o C a r r i e and L y d i a when you w r i t e 
and t o Em & K a i l and Aunt Hannah and a l l , and a l l the young 
l a d i e s t h a t i n q u i r e . 

Yours as ever 



Write o f t e n and accept much love from 

Waters 

Excuse the B l o t t i n g on account of the poor accomodations. 



Army of the Potomac 
before Yorktown 
Head Qrs. Co. C , 93rd Regt. 
N.Y.V. A p r i l 2 k , 1862 

Dear Aunt; 

As I have not as yet w r i t t e n d i r e c t l y t o you (Although 
when I w r i t e t o one I consider i t i s to a l l ) I thought I would 
d i r e c t t h i s to you as perhaps i t w i l l be the l a s t . But I guess 
not although we are w i t h i n easy gun shot of the Rebels and l i k e l y 
to have a general engagement a t any moment, i n f a c t i t cannot be 
delayed long unless the Rebels run before i t comes. We are 
so near at any r a t e t h a t l a s t n i g h t about 6 o.c. our C o l o n e l 
and Major went out to the l i n e of P i c k e t s , which i s about as f a r 
from camp as from your house t o the Steam Boat Landing, and 
they must needs pass the l i n e a l i t t l e and the consequences were 
they are probably a t the present moment on t h e i r way t o Richmond 
P r i s o n e r s . Some are u n c h a r i t a b l e enough t o say t h a t they 
wanted to be taken, but I do not t h i n k i t was the case. As you 
know the Col.'s Father i s a p r i s o n e r w i t h them and there i s a 
great f e e l i n g here aga i n s t t h e i r whole f a m i l y . I do not know 
what changes i t w i l l make i n our Regt, as y e t . There i s some 
t a l k t h a t we are to have C o l . Morrison of the No Horse C a v a l r y 
f o r C o l . , i n t h a t case we w i l l probably have Capt. McNett f o r 
Major. 

We are at present encamped about k m i l e s from Warwick and 
about 5 m i l e s nearer Yorktown than when I wrote l a s t and i n s t e a d 
of b e ing on the l e f t o f the Army we are now i n the centre of the 
l i n e and opposite one of the Rebels l a r g e s t F o r t s . 

As we were marching i n here I came across my Brother Wm. 
His Regiment l a y s j u s t on our r i g h t so I see him p r e t t y o f t e n . 
He i s w e l l and has been, and enquired a f t e r you a l l and wished 
t o be remembered to a l l , I guess h i s Regt, w i l l be put i n t o 
our D i v i s i o n so we w i l l be near one another, I might get him 
t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h i s Regt. i f I could get any one t o change p l a c e s 
w i t h him, but there i s not any one i n our company t h a t i s w i l l i n g 
t o . 

About a week ago the C o l . appointed h i s b r o t h e r Wm. C. 
Crocker, Quartermaster of our Regt, and he i s now a c t i n g as such. 
We are j u s t now short of every k i n d of P r o v i s i o n except meat. We 
have p l e n t y of t h a t , both s a l t and f r e s h but no bread. I would 
give anything f o r a couple of loaves of your f r e s h bread. Perhaps 
we w i l l f i n d some i n Yorktown which i s o n l y 5 m i l e s from here. 

Give my lov e to a l l the f o l k s a t home and abroad. 

Yours t r u l y , 



Head Quarters Co. C 
93rd Regt. N.Y. V o l . before 
Yorktown, Va,, A p r i l 27th, 1862 

Dear Uncle; 

Your l e t t e r of the 22nd i n s t . a r r i v e d l a s t 
n i g h t , a l s o one from K i l l and another from Em. We are 
s t i l l i n the same p l a c e as when I wrote to Aunt Hannah 
being the longest s t a y we have made i n one p l a c e f o r some 
time back. Our p l a c e i n the l i n e has been changed ( I 
mean the p l a c e o f our Brigade) from the l e f t o f the Army 
to about the l e f t center and opposite two of the h e a v i e s t 
Rebel B a t t e r i e s i n r e c o n o i t e r i n g one of which our C o l . & 
Major were taken by the enemy not over 60 Rods from our 
camp. 

The L i e u t . C o l , & Genl. Palmer each had a 
l e t t e r sent by a f l a g of t r u c e t o them by C o l . Crocker but 
the f l a g came t o the P i c k e t s of another Brigade and the 
consequence was i t went t o another Genl. & then t o Genl. 
M c C l e l l e n i n s t e a d of t o them. A l l there was i n the l e t t e r s 
was to send him some c l o t h e s and to send the r e s t of h i s 
th i n g s home and saying t h a t he was a p r i s o n e r , and was to 
be sent to Richmond. Yesterday Genl. M c C l e l l e n sent an 
aide of h i s down t o search the C o l . & Majors t h i n g s to see 
i f he could d i s c o v e r anything treasonable but not the l e a s t 
t h i n g could be found t h a t could give grounds f o r even a 
s u s p i c i o n . 

There i s nothing new except t h a t d a i l y we are 
g e t t i n g more & more prepared f o r the coming s t r u g l e . We 
have the same round of P i c k e t duty on which we see p l e n t y of 
Rebels on t h e i r B a t t e r i e s , but are not allowed to f i r e 
except i n case of n e c e s s i t y because they wish the P i c k e t s 
more to give n o t i c e of any movement on the p a r t of the 
enemy than f o r the few men they might happen t o k i l l and 
because they wish the f i r i n g f o r S i g n a l s on the P i c k e t 
l i n e . There i s an exception t o t h a t however, f o r i n one 
p l a c e about J a m i l e on the r i g h t of us the Sharp Shooters 
are c o n t i n u a l l y f i r i n g i f a r e b e l dares to show h i s head 
above the B a t t e r i e s , so t h a t our men can b u i l d a B a t t e r y 
to oppose t h e i r s , and d u r i n g the n i g h t there i s a c o n t i n u a l 
s t r i f e those on our s i d e t r y i n g t o complete the work and the 
Rebels f i r i n g s h e l l s and grape shot to stop them i f p o s s i b l e 
so you see we have music a l l the time. I t i s very pleasant 
to be on p i c k e t i n the n i g h t and hear the Guns and once i n a 
w h i l e hear the Rebel p i c k e t c a l l you a damned Yankee and every­
t h i n g e l s e . Our men would b l a z e away at them and b r i n g on 
f o r t y general engagements every day i f i t was not c o n t r a r y 
to orders from Genl. M c C l e l l e n . 

I a l s o got the N. Y. Herald l a s t n i g h t which was 
very acceptable but I c o u l d make a b e t t e r map of the Rebel 
B a t t e r i e s myself. 

25 



Camp W i n f i e l d Scott 
Va. May 3rd, 1862 

Dear K i l l & Em: 

Both your l e t t e r s were reed, and read by me 
w i t h p l e a s u r e , a l s o one from Uncle Waters which I have already 
answered and I have a l s o r e c e i v e d one from L i b b i e c o n t a i n i n g 
a s i l k handkerchief. As t o the d i r e c t i o n of l e t t e r s t o the 
Army of the Potomac, I t h i n k the proper way i s t o d i r e c t t o 
Washington because then our l e t t e r s come to each d i v i s i o n 
i n a separate bag by the way of Ship P o i n t , and those that 
are d i r e c t e d t o F o r t r e s s Monroe go t h e r e , unless the No. of 
the Regt. and Brigade i s on and then they come by Washington 
no matter how they are d i r e c t e d . 

The f i r s t n o t i c e i n the papers about our C o l . 
Maj. and A d j t . being very near taken p r i s o n e r s was only a 
hoax and was s t a r t e d by Gurdeon G. More who wrote i t home t o 
Troy, We a l l had a good laugh about i t when we saw i t i n 
a Troy paper but since t h i s l a s t t r i p we laugh the other way. 
There i s nothing f a r t h e r new i n r e l a t i o n t o the matter only 
t h a t Gen. M c C l e l l e n has i n v e s t i g a t e d the a f f a i r and come 
to the c o n c l u s i o n t h a t there was no Treason about i t but f o r 
the time there was a p r o b a b i l i t y t h a t the whole Regiment 
would be suspected and put under a r r e s t . 

A few of our Regt. have seen a l i t t l e brush 
w i t h the Rebels and myself and about 10 men from Co. H saw 
some r e a l f i g h t i n g and some blood shed. The way i t happened 
was t h i s l a s t Monday I was O f f i c e r of the Guard and of course 
could not sleep any at n i g h t & the next day the f i r s t 5 Cos 
of our Regt. went on p i c k e t duty Co. C. w i t h the r e s t but of 
course I d i d not go on account of being up the n i g h t before. 
This was Tuesday and as I was t a k i n g a sleep about 3 O.C. i n 
the afternoon the 5 Cos. of our Regt. was c a l l e d on t o go 
out s k i r m i s h i n g f o r the purpose of making an armed Recconaisance 
to a s c e r t a i n i f the Rebel P i c k e t s were t h i s side of the creek. 
And when I heard i t I volunteered to go w i t h Co. H. and a f t e r 
we had deployed as Skirmishers and were marching we came 
upon the Skirmishers of the 56th & 77th N. Y, Rgts. & the 11th 
Maine who had encountered the enemy and were f a l l i n g back 
and as I had command of the Right of Co. H which was the Right 
of our Regt. and the center of our Regt. not comming forward 
the consequence was about 10 men and myself went forward w i t h 
the other Regts. when they charged on the Rebels and d i d not 
know but the r e s t of the company was up even w i t h us and 
i t was impossible to t e l l on account of the woods being so 
t h i c k so the s k i r m i s h e r s of the f o u r Regts, got a l l i n t o ­
gether and then charged on them and drove the Rebels out of 
the woods i n t o the open f i e l d s and there they broke and ran 
f o r t h e i r f o r t s which opened on us w i t h s h e l l & C a n n i s t e r shot 



but d i d no damage a l l the s h e l l b u r s t i n g i n the tops of 
the t r e e s , but before t h e i r p i c k e t s ran they made the 
b u l l e t s w h i s t l e p r e t t y l i v l e y . The 77th had two men shot 
and the 11th Maine had one man shot. One of the 77"th has 
since d i e d . He was shot w i t h i n s i x f e e t of myself by a musket 
b a l l which shattered h i s h i p . The poor f e l l o w groaned h o r r i b l y 
but we soon passed him and had other things to t h i n k o f . We 
remained i n the edge of the woods u n t i l l dark (the b u l l e t s once 
i n a while c u t t i n g the t r e e s and ground p r e t t y c l o s e t o Uncle 
Sams devoted f o l l o w e r s and i t i s strange t o me so many b a l l s 
can be f i r e d without doing more damage) and then withdrew 
and j o i n e d our d i f f e r e n t regiments and then returned t o camp. 
You should have heard the t e n men th a t was w i t h me a f t e r we 
got back to camp crowing over the other boys because they had 
seen smoke. The Rest of the Regt. broke of to the l e f t and 
d i d not see any sport a t a l l but i t d i d us a l l good, as the 
p r o b a b i l i t y i s we s h a l l have a p r e t t y sharp f i g h t i n those 
same woods i n a few days. 

There are a l l s o r t s of s t o r i e s a f l o a t i n camp 
about the other corps of the army and about the enemy a l l i n 
our f a v o r however. One day we hear t h a t Beauregarde i s taken 
another that Richmond i s - taken and today we hear t h a t they 
are now l e a v i n g Yorktown but c e r t a i n i t i s Gen. M c C l e l l e n 
has gone to Washington and the s t o r y here i s t h a t the E n g l i s h 
and French M i n i s t e r s are t r y i n g make peace between the North 
and South. I f the Rebels are evacuating any of t h e i r 
F o r t i f i c a t i o n s i t i s o n l y t o make another B u l l Run a f f a i r o f 
i t . 

The s h e l l s are b u r s t i n g p r e t t y f a s t , at the present 
moment not a quarter of a m i l e from here but i t i s only the 
opposing b a t t e r i e s making t a r g e t s o f each other. They are 
at i t n i g h t and day. 

I t has not been o f f i c i a l l y announced t o the Regt. 
t h a t the o f f i c e s of C o l . and Major are vacant and so there has 
not been any p r o v i s i o n made t o f i l l them as y e t . There are 
three or f o u r candidates f o r both places of L i e u t . C o l . and Major 
as probably now the L i e u t . C o l . w i . l l take the plac e of C o l . 

I w i l l w r i t e t o L i b i n a day or two i f nothing 
happens. 

Give my love to a l l the f o l k s over home and my 
Respects t o the young l a d i e s next door and b e l i e v e me 
s t i l l your a f f e c t , c o u s i n 

Waters 

http://wi.ll


Camp W i n f i e l d Scott 
before Yorktown, Va. 
May 4th, 1862 

Dear L i b b i e : 

Your l e t t e r c o n t a i n i n g the handkerchief 
came i n good time f o r as you s a i d I had but one and so 
i t came very acceptable. I should not have w r i t t e n today 
but that we are to leave here and do not know when I s h a l l 
get a chance to w r i t e again and as our Chaplain has resigned 
and i s going to Ship P o i n t today on h i s way home I am w r i t i n g 
i n something of a h u r r y i n order to take advantage of the 
chance to send t h i s . 

The Rebels l a s t n i g h t evacuated Yorktown 
and t h e i r whole l i n e of entrenchments and today the Union 
troops have got 7 or 8 m i l e s i n p e r s u i t of them. 

We were ordered to march t h i s morning but as 
5 companies of the Regt. have gone on P i c k e t today we s h a l l 
probably wait u n t i l l they can be c a l l e d i n 8s then go 
a l t o g e t h e r . 

The 93 r& i s i n awful bad shape f o r yesterday 
Co. B. l a i d down t h e i r arms and refused to do duty because 
they had not been f u r n i s h e d w i t h Sharps R i f l e s as was promised 
by the 1st of May. The consequence i s the whole Co. has 
gone away under a r r e s t except 16 men a l s o the L i e u t . C o l . & 
Capt. Hobart & two or three L i e u t s . are a l s o under a r r e s t and 
the Regt. i s under general s u s p i c i o n on account of circumstances 
which seem to have combined a g a i n s t us f o r the past two weeks. 
But I guess a l l w i l l come r i g h t soon, there i s a good de a l o f 
dispute as t o who s h a l l f i l l the vacant places i n the Regiment 
and I do not know where i t w i l l a l l end. At a l l events Capt. 
McNett being the s e n i o r capt i s i n command today. 

About t h a t box, I wish you had sent i t to Ship 
P o i n t as i t i s there we have chance of sending i n s t e a d of 
F o r t r e s s Monroe but I guess I may get i t I w i l l i f p o s s i b l e . 

Enclosed I send you a couple of c o t t o n seeds 
which I got at a house t h a t had j u s t been deserted by a r e b e l 
f a m i l y . I got them from an o l d negro or I would not have 
known they were c o t t o n seeds. I rec'd a l e t t e r from Abbie 
and a l s o three papers l a s t n i g h t and w i l l answer the l e t t e r soon. 

Yesterday afternoon I was out to the R i f l e P i t s 
and saw l o t s of Rebels behind the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s and had them 
f i r e a t me as I went across the open f i e l d t o and from our 
b a t t e r i e s , but now our troops have possession of a l l the f o r t i ­
f i c a t i o n s and we t h i n k they have r e t r e a t e d to the t h i r d l i n e of 
entrenchments or e l s e gone e n t i r e l y to meet McDowell. 

I w i l l w r i t e tomorrow or next day. Love t o 
a l l . 



Camp W i n f i e l d S c o t t , Va. 
May 8th, 1862 

Dear Uncle & Cousin Abbie: 

I reed your l e t t e r s of the 30th l a s t n i g h t 
i f -we had s t a i d -where we l a s t were should have got i t 
on Sunday, but j u s t a f t e r I had c l o s e d the l e t t e r t o 
L i b b i e we were ordered to march and since t h a t time we 
have been on the march a f t e r the r a s c a l s , who manage t o 
give us the s l i p every n i g h t and then our c a v a l r y and 
l i g h t a r t i l l e r y comes up w i t h them about noon and then 
p a r t o f them make a stand t o a l l o w the r e s t t o continue 
t h e i r R e t r e a t , but every n i g h t when i t got to dark to 
f i g h t we have had the best of themm because the Gen. 
kept sending f r e s h troops forward and they could not 
stand the press and before d a y l i g h t the Rebels are 
gone again on Sunday we marched at about k O.C. P.M. 
and marched u n t i l l 10 O.C. a t n i g h t when we camped 
f o r the n i g h t , before morning i t commenced r a i n i n g 
and we commenced marching again and marched a l l day 
i n the Rain but very slow as the way was a l l blocked 
up by Baggage Waggons loaded w i t h p r o v i s i o n s and 
heavy a r t i l l e r y t h a t were a l l sot i n the mud which 
i n some pl a c e s was over h a l f way up t o our knees, 
u n t i l l we got almost up t o where the Rebels were 
making a stand a t t h e i r strongest Line of f o r t i f i c a t i o n s 
near Williamsburgh, then we had t o go on the double 
quick f o r about two m i l e s , and when we got there 
notwithstanding there were thousands of o l d e r troops 
t h e r e , we were ordered t o throw of our Knapsacks 
f o r a f i g h t and although r a i n i n g at the time the men 
threw of overcoats and a l l and we were marched i n l i n e 
o f b a t t l e i n t o the woods w i t h i n ^0 Rods of the Rebel 
b a t t e r i e s and t r o o p s . The ground was i n such a 
s t a t e t h a t not much a r t i l l e r y c ould be brought t o 
bear on them, there was one l i n e of b a t t l e i n f r o n t 
of us so t h a t although shot & s h e l l c a n i s t e r & 
Grape were f l y i n g over our heads w i t h i n two f e e t of 
them, we d i d not get one s i n g l e shot a t them because 
cur f r i e n d s were i n f r o n t of us. I f they had been 
broken up i t would have been us t o take t h e i r p l a c e 
the S h e l l & Shot which passed over us i n the woods 
k i l l e d a great many j u s t behind us who were j u s t i n the 
edge of the c l e a r i n g and behind them again there were 
three or f o u r l i n e s more of b a t t l e so i t was almost 
impossible t o have been defeated as the i n s t a n t one 
l i n e should waver another would take t h e i r p l a c e but 
l u c k i l y there was not much of th a t done. 

I know of but one instance & t h a t was the 
55 N. Y. Guard L a y f a e t t e a l a r g e body of the Rebels 
approached w i t h the S t a r s & S t r i p e s and s a i d they were 
f r i e n d s and when q u i t e near they f i r e d and k i l l e d n e a r l y 



the whole of one company the 55th then charge on them 
& drove them back but were completely broken up themselves 
& the 93**d P. V o l . took t h e i r p l a c e and gave the Rebels 
f i t s . They had a l l k i n d of contrivances f o r k i l l i n g 
us such as p i t s kO or 50 f e e t deep and bomb s h e l l s c a l l e d 
torpedoes which explode on being rubbed by a man stepping 
on them, they are b u r i e d i n the ground. We found the 
same a l l along the road and some few men were h o r r i b l y 
mangled by them. These t h i n g s were a l l f i x e d by 
order of Gen. Magruder who i t i s s a i d i s a r e g u l a r 
Blood Hound. 

I t was about 5 O.C. when we marched i n t o the 
woods i n f r o n t of the b a t t e r i e s where we remained about 
one hour & a h a l f when we were ordered t o r e l i e v e the 
r e g t s ahead of us and marched i n f o r the purpose but the 
Rebels l e f t f o r the next l i n e of entrenchments when they 
found f r e s h troops coming up so a l l we had to do was to 
f o l l o w up and t h a t without g e t t i n g a shot as the t r e e s 
has been cut down making what i s c a l l e d a s l a s h and so 
they r e t r e a t e d before we could get a chance at them t o 
f o r t Magruder, the l a r g e s t of a l l t h e i r f o r t s on the 
P e n i n s u l a , which they a l s o l e f t before morning and our 
Regt, had to stand to t h e i r arms a l l n i g h t i n the darkest 
I ever saw & i t r a i n i n g c o n t i n u a l l y as hard as I t could 
pour. The next morning a f t e r we had discovered t h a t they 
had again given us the s l i p we marched back to where we 
l e f t our Knapsacks, and b u i l t f i r e s and eat the f i r s t 
meal we had f o r 2 k hours. A f t e r a r e s t of about 3 hours 
we again marched to our present pla c e beyond W i l l i a m s -
burgh where we have s t a i d a l l n i g h t but expect to leave 
every moment. I t i s expected the Rebels w i l l make a 
stand at a pla c e c a l l e d Chickahominy, 

I t was an awful s i g h t the morning a f t e r 
the f i g h t t o see the dying and dead Rebel and Yankees 
but most of a l l i s t o v i s i t the houses and barns used 
as h o s p i t a l s and see the wounded and the p i l e s of l e g s 
and arms t h a t have been cut o f f . I t i s a good deal 
worse than t o see the heaps of dead a l l tumbled i n t o a 
grave. Some of the r i f l e p i t s 8s entrenchments t h a t the 
Rebels used had been used i n the R e v o l u t i o n . 

I have not as yet got the box but a l l the 
express i s t o come to Yorktown and I have arranged w i t h 
the Waggon Master to get i t f o r me. I could w r i t e f i f t y 
sheets of the b a r b a r i t y of the Rebels and of the ex­
p r e s s i o n s of the wounded but the m a i l man i s w a i t i n g . 

With love to a l l I remain as ever, 

Your a f f e c . Nephew & Cousin 

Waters W. Braman 



Co, C 93rd N. Y. V o l . 
New Kent C r t House 
En Route f o r Richm. Va. 

Dear Em: 

Your l e t t e r dated the 10th I n s t , as j u s t 
t h i s moment a r r i v e d . I had been expecting two or three 
l e t t e r s from home as I am sure I have answered a l l and 
have w r i t t e n f o u r or f i v e times since the l a s t date you 
say had been reed. 

We a r r i v e d here t h i s morning j u s t before 
d a y l i g h t having marched a l l n i g h t . I t i s very tedious 
marching there are so manjr A r t i l l e r y & Baggage Waggons 
i n the way, and I t i s no sm a l l job to move three or four 
whole d i v i s i o n s at once, f o r those i n f r o n t would be at 
l e a s t a days march from the r e a r . No person who has 
not seen i t can form the l e a s t idea of t h i s monster army 
and a l l the necessary appendages. We t h i n k nothing of 
seeing 10 or 12 thousand Cavalry a l l mounted and i n 
motion r i g h t i n one f i e l d . I t i s worth r i s k i n g something 
t o see what i s to be seen. 

We have some very saucy Sesech p r i s o n e r s , 
and some of the f a i r sex are ra t h e r s p i t f u l l as we pass. 
T h i s afternoon our p i c k e t s (Mounted) caught a r e b e l 
C o l . L i e u t . C o l . Major 8s Capt, j u s t over the l i n e s - as 
soon as they found they were caught they t r i e d t o f o o l 
our men w i t h a f l a g of t r u c e but our boys were t o sharp 
f o r them knowing they would not be l i k e l y t o come w i t h 
one w i t h t h e i r arms & equipment a l l on. I have j u s t seen 
them they are very saucy. T h e i r arms had to be taken 
from them. 

I thought I wrote a l l about t h a t s k i r m i s h 
which you say you read i n the times. I t was i n a l e t t e r 
t o you and K i l l . I do not see why you have not reed, i t . 
The way i t was h a l f of our Regt. was on P i c k e t among 
the r e s t Co. C. I was not w i t h them, so when the remainder 
of our Regt. was ordered out of course I volunteered t o go 
and went p a r t l y as a guide on account of my knowing the 
way through the woods and a l s o t o a s s i s t Capt. Wilson of 
Co. H who has no L i e u t . We were deployed as s k i r m i s h e r s (also 
Co. B, the other three companies a c t i n g as reserve) and 
then marched forward towards the enemy. Our Regt. was 
on the extreme l e f t . I was on the r i g h t of our 
sk i r m i s h e r s who I kept pushing forward and by some mis­
management the center of Co. H. d i d not move up and the 
consequence was myself and ten men got separated and went 



s t i l l forward u n t i l we met the skirmishers of the 11th 
Maine & 5 6 & 57 N. Y. who had j u s t met the r e b e l s f a l l i n g 
back and a f t e r we r e i n f o r c e d them we charged on the 
r a s c a l s and drove them from the woods across an open 
f i e l d i n f r o n t o f t h e i r f o r t i f i c a t i o n s which immediately 
s t a r t e d the s h e l l & C a n i s t e r shot a t us. In t h i s p o s i t i o n 
we stayed u n t i l near dark when we returned, having accom­
p l i s h e d a l l t h a t was intended. I t h i n k the only man k i l l e d 
was k i l l e d w i t h i n f i v e or s i x f e e t of myself j u s t as we 
charged on them. Send me the paper i f you can get i t . 
A t t h i s l a s t f i g h t , although we d i d not get a shot at the 
r e b e l s s t i l l we would i f they had not run, and they had 
the pleasure of f i r i n g a t us f o r about k hours, and then 
we had to stand i n f r o n t of t h e i r b a t t e r i e s u n t i l morning 
i n a drenching r a i n , and then t o march over thousands of 
dead and dying t o t h e i r l a r g e s t f o r t c a l l e d F o r t Magruder. 

The Box has not come as y e t , but i t i s not 
strange the way we are s h i f t i n g about. S t i l l am expecting 
a chance t o get i t every day. 

We are not even allowed a tent f o r commissioned 
o f f i c e r s , nothing but t e n t b l a n k e t s t h a t each one c a r r i e s 
t o make hi m s e l f a s h e l t e r as they are c a l l e d . 

We are going on t o n i g h t o r i n the morning 
and are expecting t o whip them sure since we have heard 
t h a t the Merrimac i s sunk and our Gun Boats are a l l up 
the James & York R i v e r s . 

With love t o a l l I remain as ever, 

Your a f f e c . Coz 

Waters 



Head Qtr s . Co. C 93rd N.Y.V. 
New Kent Court House 
En Route f o r R i c h - Va. 

Dear Uncle: 

Your k i n d l e t t e r of the 11th came to hand 
l a s t n i g h t - a l s o the map of the burnt d i s t r i c t . I 
had heard the day before o f the f i r e and was qu i t e w o r r i e d 
about i t although I was almost c e r t a i n that you had escaped 
t h i s time. As i t i s i t must be an awful blow f o r Troy. 

I do not see how i t i s t h a t you do not 
r e c e i v e any more l e t t e r s f o r I am c e r t a i n t h a t I have 
w r i t t e n two or three times t o you 85 once to L i b b i e and 
once to Emma since the one you say K i l l r e c e i v e d . I t 
must be tha t they are detained at head Quarters f o r some 
good reason 

We are s t i l l a t New Kent the same plac e 
from which I wrote t o Em. We have been expecting t o 
leave and are now under marching orders & l i a b l e t o go 
at any moment. We are about two m i l e s from Cumberland 
which i s on the Pamunky r i v e r which i s a branch of the 
York R i v e r a t which p l a c e a l l the army stores are now 
being landed. I was down there yesterday and found the 
Adams Express but no box f o r me. There were three or 
fou r f o r our Regt. but they must have l e f t P o r t r e s s Monro 
a day or so before mine a r r i v e d a t t h a t p l a c e . 

We are about 27 mi l e s from Richmond and are 
expecting a f i g h t a t Bottoms Bridge which i s on the 
Chickahominy about 12 m i l e s t h i s side of the Rebel C i t y . 

We have p l e n t y t o eat. A l l the f r e s h Beef 
& Sugar & Tea we want we can buy at government p r i c e s even 
cheaper than you can i n Troy. These are got o f the 
Brigade Commissary who has orders t o s e l l t o o f f i c e r s . 

About t h a t note I t h i n k the Regt. w i l l be 
p a i d o f f again soon and i f I cannot get i t t h r u I t h i n k 
you had b e t t e r l e t Job t r y h i s hand at i t and I am c e r t a i n 
i t can be c o l l e c t e d . 

Our Q t r . Master who i s a bro t h e r of C o l , 
Crocker had a l e t t e r from him l a s t n i g h t dated a t depot 
f o r Union p r i s o n e r s a t Richmond saying t h a t they were 
c l o s e l y confined and had t h e i r Mess w i t h C o l . Corcorane 
and a l s o saying t h a t he had no change of c l o t h i n g and wished 
him t o send what coul d be sent and to take care of the 
r e s t u n t i l h i s r e t u r n . 



I hope the 10k- w i l l he down i n time 
t o see the fun a t Richmond and perhaps they may be 
needed, yet we are confident of g i v i n g them a good 
whipping. 

Give my love t o K i l l & Em & L y d i a 
when you w r i t e and to the f o l k s a t home. I have 
not seen my brothe r since the morning a f t e r the f i g h t 
when he and some other Pioneers were b u r y i n g the dead. 

With love t o Aunt Hannah and y o u r s e l f 
I remain as ever, 

Yours a f f . nephew 

Waters 



(Note: This undated l e t t e r may not he i n proper place) 

Head Qrs. Co, C. 93rd Regt. 
N. Y. V o l . Encamped near Ropers Meeting 
House, Va. 

Dear Uncle; 

We are on the d i r e c t road to Richmond hut have been encamped 
at our present place which i s i n s i g h t of Genl. McClellans Head 
Quarters f o r the past 2 k hours. We are however expecting to s t a r t 
v e r y soon, they say we are t o go by what i s c a l l e d the south road 
on which the r e b e l s destroyed a l l the bridges and i t i s no use 
f o r us t o go without our teams can get through. 

The whole army i s c o n f i d e n t of whipping the r e b e l s 
i n t h i s next great b a t t l e but the p r o b a b i l i t y i s they w i l l not even 
w a i t at Richmond t o give us a chance t o f i g h t them. 

None of the papers we have seen have h a l f an i d e a o f 
the b a t t l e of Williamsburg nor o f the number k i l l e d or wounded. 
The b a t t l e f i e l d has since been a l l burned over t o get r i d of the 
dead horses of which there were a great number k i l l e d , mostly 
a r t i l l e r y horses and o f f i c e r horses. 

The appointments of F i e l d O f f i c e r s have not yet been made 
nor do I know who they w i l l be. A l l the o f f i c e r s t h i n k they are 
e n t i t l e d t o the p l a c e s and although I should l i k e w e l l enough t o 
be Major s t i l l there are t o many o l d e r - Captains - although two o r 
three of the most s e n s i b l e ones o f f e r e d to t r y and have me 
recommended f o r L i e u t . C o l . , f o r there I s not an o f f i c e r i n the 
regiment pretends to c o n t r a d i c t anything I say about m i l i t a r y and 
as t o the Spunk - twice under f i r e w i t h any white f e a t h e r and a t 
the l a s t f i g h t or r a t h e r a f t e r i t openly commended at Head Qrs, 
f o r coolness and what l i t t l e spunk there was a chance t o show, but 
s t i l l I do not t h i n k i t would e x a c t l y answer t o jump over so many 
yet i f the t h i n g was l e f t t o a vote of the men, I am sure t h a t I 
c o u l d be e l e c t e d C o l - over B u t l e r - who they s t i l l detest and w i t h 
good reason - f o r he i s an i n t o l e r a b l e Tyrant and don't know as 
much about m i l i t a r y as even some of the Sergeants. 

I t i s no use t o be i n a h u r r y about these t h i n g s . Wait 
p a t i e n t l y u n t i l l we have two or three good b a t t l e s and then t h i s 
Regt. w i l l have some as good o f f i c e r s as any i n the s e r v i c e f o r there 
i s the m a t e r i a l to make them of i n the Regt. 

The Box I have not y e t seen but the Waggon Master says 
t h a t a l l express f o r us w i l l f o l l o w us so I am not l i k e l y t o get 
i t short of Richmond & i t i s l u c k y Em d i d not put the c i d e r i n 
f o r i t would be i n a n i c e f i x . 

I was very s o r r y t o hear as I d i d by you and a l s o 
from L i b b i e t h a t Mr. Kerr had hurt h i m s e l f by accident and I hope 
i t w i l l not prove s e r i o u s as I should be s o r r y t o hear t h a t any 
of the f r i e n d s had h u r t themselves or were s i c k . 



(Ropers Meeting House L e t t e r Continued) 

I have had your complaint f o r about f i v e weeks but 
have got e n t i r e l y over i t now, but I had a good a p p e t i t e & was able 
t o duty a l l the w h i l e although I d i d not f e e l e x a c t l y w e l l but 
I d i d not l i k e t o w r i t e t h a t I was any way s i c k . I am now as w e l l 
as ever i n my l i f e & hope t o be u n t i l l t h i s r e b e l l i o n i s e n t i r e l y 
put down. 

You have not h a l f the chance t o see how unreasonable 
a r e b e l l i o n i t i s t h a t we have here. I t h i n k i t next to impossible 
t o whip the Army o f the Potomac j u s t now f o r they have such 
confidence i n themselves So leaders t h a t they are ready t o face 
anything they are t o l d t o . 

I have r e c e i v e d but one l e t t e r from you or any of you 
i n two or three weeks but we have had but few m a i l s f o r the 
past week. 

I f you do not happen to hear from me i n the next week 
or two you need not be scared f o r i f I could get a chance to w r i t e 
I do not know as I c o u l d send i t . A l l the l e t t e r s go to 
Gen. McC's Head Q t r s . and he sends them or not as he t h i n k s there i s t o 
be any movement t h a t r e q u i r e s secrecy. 

I have not heard from L y d i a but once and answered t h a t once 
immediately Nor have I seen W i l l i a m since the morning a f t e r the 
f i g h t when I saw him a t W i l l i a m s b u r g , The 77th was not i n the 
f i g h t where we were. They were way to the r i g h t of us. 

Give my l o v e to a l l the f o l k s Em & K i l l & C a r r i e & Job & 
Lyd & Joe and t o a l l the f o l k s at home. 

In haste 

Waters W. Braman 

P. S. The Regt. w i l l probably leave i n the n i g h t f o r Richmond 
which i s about t h i r t y f i v e m i l e s . 

W. 



Tuesday May 20th, 1862 
White House Landing 
Pamunkey River, Va. 

Dear Uncle: 

As you see by the above direction we are 
at the place where the government Stores and everything 
for the army are landed. The way we came here i s this. 
On Saturday night we marched a l l night going from New 
Kent Court House to Baltimore Cross Roads, and there we 
lay over Sunday, and expected to stay over Monday, but 
about midnight came the order from Gen'l. McC. for the 
advance of the whole army, and also an order to Gen. Casey 
to send a Regt. from one of his Brigades of five Regts. 
and we were selected and before daylight were on our 
way for this place and the duty assigned us i s guarding 
the different wharfs and the immense piles of Pork, 
Beef, Forage and every kind of Government property. 
There i s also a Rail Road which although i t did run 
down to West Point, the Rebels burnt the bridge at 
this place and so i t w i l l when i n operation start from 
this place. There are lots of cars, princeply baggage 
& freight cars, on board of vessels now laying i n the 
River. 

There are about one hundred vessels at 
this place, the wharfs are made of old canal boats 
a l l floored of with timber except one, which i s a pier 
b u i l t by our troops. There i s also at this place 
about 200 Hospital tents and i n the event of a big fight 
i t i s intended to make a general Hospital at this place. 
Our Brigade lays today about 10 miles above us on the line of the 
Rail Road and although for my part I had sooner go on 
with the Brigade s t i l l some one had to be l e f t here and 
i t i s a pretty important point too, and i f the Stories 
told here that the Rebels are evacuating Richmond are 
true we shall probably join our Brigade as soon as 
that point can be made the Depot for military stores. 

The worst inconvenience we shall suffer 
i s having our letters go to the Brigade instead of getting 
them here u n t i l l some arrangement can be made and when 
you next write direct to 93d Regt at this place without 
putting on the Brigade and I think i t would be well 
to put i t 93d Regt N. Y. Vol. doing guard duty at 
White House Landing, Va, u n t i l you hear different from 
me 

I wish you would have the g i r l s get arid 
send me about 3 yards of either very dark blue or green 
cord about l / l l of an inch in diameter. I want i t to 
put down the side of a pair of Pants which are light blue 
and so i t must be very dark blue or green. 



(Send the cord by l e t t e r . ) 

There i s an Express o f f i c e post o f f i c e 
and News Depot where we can get New York papers p u b l i s h e d 
the day b e f o r e . As t o the box I have not as yet got i t 
but expect t o do so tomorrow as there i s to be a l o t of 
express up from F o r t r e s s Monroe. 

I f you can I wish you would get a s m a l l l e a t h e r 
v a l i s e and put i n i t a p a i r of Boots w i t h l a r g e tops about 
No. 9s, p r e t t y good and m i d d l i n g strong, a l s o about two 
white s h i r t s \ doz. c o l l a r s and two more Red S h i r t s and two 
p a i r w o l l e n socks, and the two narrow neck t i e s t h a t were 
i n my trunk, a l s o the suspenders and a p a i r o f Gauntlets 
gloves and my sash. That i s a l l I t h i n k of unless i t i s some 
white handkerchiefs. The prospect i s t h a t from t h i s p lace 
we can have waggons enough f o r Baggage. The o f f i c e r s who 
l e f t t h e i r trunks a t Newport News have not heard from them 
and do not expect t o see them again 8c some of them were 
v a l u a b l e . Send the V a l i s e immediately and don't get to 
much i n i t as i t i s a very bad p l a n t o have t o much i n 
the army, the l e a s t p o s s i b l e amount i s the b e s t . 

I f i t i s p o s s i b l e t o get the appointment of 
major as t h i n g s are I would l i k e i t . The o n l y reason we 
were sent here was because the General had no confidence 
i n our commanding o f f i c e r 85 we have p r e f e r r e d charges 
against him which were signed by every o f f i c e r but one and 
headed by myself, charging him w i t h being t o t a l l y incompetant 
to command a regmt. and we were not wanting i n instances 
of h i s d i s a b i l i t y . Another charge was one of i n s a n i t y 
which I ho n e s t l y b e l i e v e and we have since a s c e r t a i n e d t h a t 
he was knowing to the i n t e n t i o n of Co. B * t o l a y down 
t h e i r arms i n f r o n t o f the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s and the men have 
not the l e a s t respect f o r him and mock him t o h i s face 
which would soon demoralize the best Regiment i n the s e r v i c e . 

* Co. B. i s a l l r i g h t now. 

Last n i g h t down to the dock I came across 
my o l d f r i e n d Hyde who used t o d r i l l us i n the Bayonet & 
E x c e r i s e . He i s L i e u t . C o l , of the 9th N. Y. C a v a l r y . They 
l i k e the No Horse Cav a l r y have never had horses but have 
u n l i k e them been s e r v i n g as I n f a n t r y , but are t o be mustered 
out of the s e r v i c e i n a day or two. He i s going t o t r y and 
get the appointment o f c o l . t o our Regt, and I hope he may. 
The f i r s t t h i n g he wanted t o know was i f I would not go to 
Mexico and f i g h t the French 8s Spanish i n case t h i s was 
s e t t l e d here i n a short time. He t h i n k s t h a t i s the plac e 
f o r him and me. He s t a i d w i t h me l a s t n i g h t and says he 
has wished a thousand times he had me w i t h him. Give my love 
to a l l . I w i l l w r i t e t o C a r r i e i n a day or two and a l s o t o 
L y d i a . Give my love t o Em & K i l l and Aunt Hannah and the 
G i r l s and to everybody. 

Your a f f e c . Nephew 
Waters W. Braman 

P.S. I have not s t a r t e d f o r Mexico y e t . W— 
38 



Head Quarters of Guard 
at Whithouse Landing, Va. 
Whithouse May 23d, 1862 

Dear Cousin L i b b i e : 

Your l e t t e r of the 19th i n s t . was r e c e i v e d 
by me t h i s morning, c o n t a i n i n g a l s o one from C a r r i e . There 
are s i x of our Co. on duty a t t h i s p l a c e , the r e s t being 
up to Gen. McClellan's Head Quarters about 12 m i l e s from 
here. The duty we have to do i s t o guard the wharfs and 
a l s o the commissary st o r e s of which there are immense 
quanties, a l s o have to f u r n i s h a guard f o r the h o s p i t a l 
Tents of which there are a t l e a s t 200 and are p r e t t y w e l l 
f i l l e d w i t h s i c k . 

The S a n i t a r y Commission are a l s o t a k i n g l o t s 
of s i c k d a i l y on board of v e s s e l s provided and brought 
w i t h them the doctors and nurses (mostly l a d i e s ) are f o r 
the most p a r t v o l u n t e e r s . The most of the s i c k are however 
but s l i g h t l y unwell and w i l l be able to j o i n t h e i r respect­
i v e Regiments i n a few days but were unable t o accompany 
them i n t h e i r f o r c e d marches. And i f a man happens to get 
l e f t behind why the s a n i t a r y commission wishing to get a 
l a r g e name p i c k him up a t once and j u s t as l i k e l y as not 
l e t him be s i c k or w e l l , he i s on h i s way to the Boat of 
H o s p i t a l before he knows i t . S t i l l they are doing an 
immense s i g h t of good, and a l l c r e d i t be to them f o r i t . 
But as an instance of t h e i r over z e a l our o r d e r l y who was 
a l i t t l e u nwell and had t o be l e f t behind a t Williamsburgh 
and the Committee pi c k e d him up and took him down to the 
boat as he supposed to stay f o r a day o r so and then r e j o i n us 
again and the f i r s t he knew o f f went the Boat and he found 
h i m s e l f i n Washington, a t which p l a c e he i m e d i a t e l y wrote 
to us and i s now on h i s way back. 

As you see by the heading of t h i s l e t t e r I 
am not only a t the Whithouse Landing but i n the Whithouse 
i t s e l f which i s c e l e b r a t e d as cover i n g the same ground as 
the one i n which Geo. Washington "courted" and spent the 
e a r l y p a r t of h i s married l i f e , w i t h h i s f a i r fame unblemished 
as i s not the fame of h i s descendants. The house has been 
occupied by C o l . Lee of the Rebel Army, but i s owned by 
the w i f e of Gen. Lee of the same "vagabond mob". Mrs. Lee 
i s the Granddaughter of Mrs. Washington. Her maiden name 
was C u s t i s which was the name of Mrs. Washington's f i r s t 
Husband. I am placed here w i t h a guard t o p r o t e c t the 
p r o p e r t y which i s very f i n e f o r t h i s p a r t o f the country. 
The House i s of modern b u i l d the o l d one having been burned 
down about 35 years ago, t h i s one i s on the same foundation 
however. Mrs, C o l . Lee who l e f t only the morning of the 
same day our troops a r r i v e d attempted t o remove everything 
to Richmond, but was unable f o r want of time to remove much 
but the p i c t u r e s and some other f u r n i t u r e . She intended 
moving i t a l l and would have done so had not the Rebel Gen's, 
i n t h e i r u s u a l "Bravado" s t y l e assured her t h a t the Yankees 
would never pass the l a s t d i t c h a t Williamsburgh but be 

39 



e n t i r e l y a n n i h i l a t e d a t t h a t p l a c e . 

I am w r i t i n g i n what appears to have been 
t h e i r own bedroom but w i l l be mine f o r the present. The 
f u r n i t u r e on the ground f l o o r i s a l l of Black Walnut 
and of very heavy s t y l e . I should t h i n k the bedstead 
alone was worth 60 or 70 d o l l a r s , from the amount of 
c a r v i n g on the Head board and a l l the r e s t i s t o match 
except the d i n i n g t a b l e which i s a p l a i n b l a c k walnut 
extension t a b l e and i s b e t t e r t o w r i t e on than any of 
the two or three marble top t a b l e s which e v i d e n t l y belong 
to t h i s room. 

I have Lots of v i s i t o r s t o look a t the 
house, e i t h e r o f f i c e r s of the army or Navy or members of 
the S a n i t a r y Com— and such c i v i l i a n s as I t h i n k proper 
to admit w i t h i n the grounds, consequently I have a l s o l o t s 
of Lady v i s i t o r s whose c u r i o s i t y i s great as i s a l s o 
t h e i r p r o p e n s i t y to tease f o r a r t i c l e s t o c a r r y home as 
t r o p h i e s , but I can't see i t e x a c t l y i n t h a t l i g h t w h i l e 
there i s a safeguard from Gen. M c C l e l l a n l y i n g on the 
sideboard i n the d i n i n g room. The consequence i s I 
have t o look sharp a f t e r a l l v i s i t o r s e s p e c i a l l y the f a i r 
ones and to es c o r t them a l l myself f o r f e a r the temptation 
of a n i c e l i t t l e book o r some other a r t i c l e might be to 
great f o r them. Among the c u r i o s i t i e s besides the 
f u r n i t u r e i s a package which contains the records & other 
books of S t . Peter's Church near t h i s place on which i s 
a l s o another safeguard. The Church i s undoubtedly the 
one i n which Washington married h i s w i f e and the Record 
of the same i s s a i d t o be i n one of the books, consequently 
the package i s much venerated by a l l . A l s o there i s a 
note from Mrs. C o l , Lee which reads as f o l l o w s : "Northern 
S o l d i e r s who p r o f e s s t o reverance Washington forbear t o 
desecrate the home of h i s f i r s t married l i f e , the p r o p e r t y 
of h i s w i f e now owned by her descendants, 

(signed) A granddaughter of Mrs. Washington, 

The p l a n t a t i o n i s a s p l e n d i d one and contains 
30^8 acres of Land. There are at present about 200 slaves 
on the p l a n t a t i o n a few of which remember the immediate 
descendants of the o l d f a m i l y . About the house i s a very 
n i c e and t a s t f u l l y l a i d out Garden c o n s i s t i n g of about 
10 acres and c o n t a i n i n g Grass P l o t s , flower beds, shrubbery 
a l s o Strawberry beds of which I have a l l I can eat every 
day as w e l l as green Peas f o r dinner, i n f a c t the garden 
contains every k i n d of vegetable t h a t can be thought o f , 
p l e n t y of l e t t u c e , corn, potatoes, cabbage, beets, r a d i s h e s , 
c u r r a n t s and everything t h a t c o u l d make a person happy i n 
t h i s d e l i g h t f u l p l a c e . I am sure i t would s u i t Uncle 
Waters to a dot. He could t r i m Grape vines and do a l l 
the weeding he wanted to do. There i s an o l d negro slave 
about 80 years o l d who i s c o n s t a n t l y at work at the melons 
and other t h i n g s i n the garden which he says he has always 
done since he got to o l d f o r f a m i l y coachman and strange 
t o say he never entered the house of h i s master du r i n g h i s 
l i f e . They took a l l the f a m i l y servants w i t h them t o 
Richmond. 
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Enclosed I send you a rose "bud from the 
garden. I t i s the smallest I could f i n d . I wish I 
could send some of the l a r g e r ones of which there are l o t s 
of d i f f e r e n t kinds and r e a l l y s p l e n d i d to some of them -
perhaps I may send by express a l i t t l e box of something 
t o remember the p l a c e and the war. There are some grand 
o l d shade t r e e s about the house and i t i s very pleasant 
these hot days t o s i t on the back p i a z z a and catch the 
n i c e breeze from the R i v e r which i s not over 30 Rods from 
the house, the lawn running down t o the waters edge. 
But enough about the house and grounds. As to the 
l a d y , she must e v i d e n t l y have been a person of a very 
f i n e t a s t e f o r the b e a u t i f u l and as l a r g e perhaps as 
her husband had f o r the dismal s a t i s f a c t i o n of being 
a t r a i t o r to h i s country and everything sacred i n the 
eyes of an American. 

Our Brigade and D i v i s i o n are o n l y about 
f i f t e e n m i l e s from here but by tomorrow n i g h t w i l l 
probably have crossed the Chickahominy R i v e r and be 
s t i l l nearer Richmond. There are l o t s of troops both 
i n f r o n t & Rear of them and i t i s a l s o reported here 
from head Q t r s . t h a t McDowells l e f t has j o i n e d the r i g h t 
of our Army and the f a t e of Richmond i s sealed. I 
t h i n k probably M c C l e l l a n w i l l not give them a chance 
to compleat the evacuation which has c e r t a i n l y begun 
and r a p i d l y p r o g r e s s i n g - I t h i n k l i k e l y i f our Army 
does advance the s i x companies here w i l l move up and 
j o i n the other h companies at McClellan's Headquarters 
& then r e j o i n the Brigade and I hope i t w i l l be soon as 
guarding Homesteads th a t are probably t o be c o n f i s c a t e d 
to the Government i s not what I l e f t as good a home as I 
had f o r even though the duty be i n a r e s p o n s i b l e and 
pleasant p l a c e . 

The next l e t t e r any of you w r i t e I t h i n k 
had b e t t e r be d i r e c t e d as b e f o r e , p u t t i n g on the Brigade 
& d i v i s i o n but the v a l i s e send to t h i s p l a c e as ere t h i s 
I have no doubt i t i s on i t s way. The Box has not 
yet a r r i v e d but I am sure of g e t t i n g i t soon the delay 
i s caused by the enormous amount of the k i n d at the F o r t r e s s 
which i s coming forward d a i l y . 

With, love t o a l l I remain as ever, 

Your a f f e c Cousin 

Waters 

12 P.M. 
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White House, V i r g i n i a 
May 29th, 1862 

Dear K i l l : 

I reed, your l e t t e r a l s o Harpers Weekly and 
a s l i p of the New York Times and on the same day came the 
box about •which so much Ink has been s p i l l e d t o a good 
purpose, f o r i t i s very acceptable and a l l but one or two 
exceptions i n good order. 

I am enjoying myself very much here having 
had p l e n t y of vegetables, s t r a w b e r r i e s & such as you 
would not t h i n k of having i n Troy and made l o t s of new 
and met some o l d f r i e n d s . I have l o t s of standing i n ­
v i t a t i o n s t o v i s i t the Boats occupied by the S a n i t a r y 
Commission and a l s o the U. S. Gun Boats. I am going t o 
supper on the U. S. Gun Boat Marblehead and so you 
must excuse the shortness of t h i s . 

Enclosed w i t h t h i s f i n d an engraving which 
I found i n the White House and which I rescued from at 
l e a s t 50 o l d maids who are nurses w i t h the S a n i t a r y Com. 
who had made love t o i t and as soon as I was r e l i e v e d 
from Guarding the House I f r o z e t o i t e x p r e s s l y f o r you 
& Em, as a momento of the place and a Sesesh trophy. 

With love t o a l l , yours i n haste, 

Waters 

I w i l l w r i t e again i n a day or so, I have w r i t t e n t o 
Uncle Waters today and a l s o t o C a r r i e . Love t o a l l , 
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Head Quarters Co. C 93d N.Y.S.V. 
White House Landing, Va. 
May 29th, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

Your l e t t e r dated May 2*4th came to hand 
l a s t evening and am g l a d to know you are a l l w e l l . The 
93^ I s s t i l l on duty a t the l a n d i n g except K companies. 
The duty i s p r e t t y hard i n most p l a c e s , the men being 
on duty every other day and n i g h t . Myself and 12 men 
have been Guarding the House o f Mrs. Gen. Lee f o r the 
past week but have been r e l i e v e d . I had n i c e times 
w h i l e t h e r e , having a good bed to sleep on and a good 
pl a c e to cook and we can get p l e n t y of f i s h & eggs & 
such t h i n g s very cheap f o r the gold & s i l v e r as i t has 
been p r e t t y scarce here f o r about a year and even now 
i n camp we have about as good arrangements as when 
we were i n Albany. As my matress and a l l we l e f t 
a t F o r t r e s s Monroe & Newport News we have been allowed 
to send f o r and found most of them a l l r i g h t . That 
Box which has caused a t l e a s t 50 i n q u i r i e s by me has a t 
l a s t a r r i v e d the most o f the t h i n g s are i n e x c e l l e n t 
c o n d i t i o n i n f a c t a l l but the bread, potatoes and 
crackers t h a t were loose and everything without exception 
t h a t was done up t i g h t w i t h paper i s a l l r i g h t and a l l 
t h a t was not so done up i s s p o i l e d . I am s o r r y about 
the Bread, s t i l l , we can get good warm Bread every day 
The Box i s w e l l worth the t r o u b l e of g e t t i n g i t and I 
am f o r e v e r o b l i g e d to you a l l f o r your kindness i n 
sending i t . 

I have been twice up the R i v e r i n the 
Gun Boat C u r r i t u c k but found a l l q u i e t . The l a s t time 
we went out i n t o the country on the other side of the 
R i v e r but found no signs o f Rebels. I t was about 9 
or 10 O.C. a t n i g h t and the overseer of a widow who 
professes strong union sentiments to whose house we went 
gave us a good supper. The widow h e r s e l f l i v e s at the 
R i v e r and we l e f t a guard t o l o o k a f t e r her p r o p e r t y . 
She has about 2500 acres and 75 or 80 Negroes and i s 
s a i d t o be worth a t l e a s t 250 or 300 thousand d o l l a r s , 
and i s good l o o k i n g b e s i d e s . A n i c e chance f o r some 
good northern man. 

The news of the Retreat of Gen. Banks does 
not a f f e c t the army as i t seems t o the people of the 
n o r t h . The R a i l Road i s i n f u l l o p e ration from here 
and the Bridge i s n e a r l y completed when ev e r y t h i n g 
w i l l probably be forwarded from West P o i n t and we w i l l 
go on t o head Quarters and then t o our Brigade again 
and i f we are l u c k y enough be at the t a k i n g of Richmond. 
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That seems to be the height of everyones ambition here 
j u s t now. The R a i l Road i s used f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g g r a i n 
& p r o v i s i o n f o r the army up and g e n e r a l l y b r i n g s down 
some p r o v i s i o n s . The t r a i n which has j u s t a r r i v e d 
b r i n g s only 500. We are d a i l y sending them t o F o r t r e s s 
Monroe and some of the bi g g e s t r a s c a l s t o Washington 
t h a t duty keeps three or f o u r o f f i c e r s on the Route 
between here & those p l a c e s a l l the w h i l e . I don't know 
but I may go to Washington i n a day or two but i t w i l l be 
to go s t r a i g h t there and back a g a i n . 

As t o the Appointment of Major I am 
g r e a t l y o b l i g e d t o you f o r t r y i n g t o get i t f o r me and 
I know t h a t any advance gained honorably on my p a r t 
would give you as much s a t i s f a c t i o n as i t would myself. 
As t o the recommend of the o f f i c e r s I s h a l l t r y and get, 
but there are a t l e a s t 6 or 7 a p p l i c a n t s f o r the o f f i c e 
from our own Regt. and although some might f o r f r i e n d l y 
reasons have a preferance otherwise, none coul d o b j e c t 
a f t e r the appointment was made f o r as to the a b i l i t y 
none disputes t h a t . As to t h a t note, the adjutant 
I t h i n k has the means t o pay i t but has gone to Wash­
in g t o n . When he r e t u r n s i f he does not see f i t t o pay 
i t I t h i n k you had b e t t e r give i t t o Job t o c o l l e c t . 
And t e l l him to push i t through as f a s t as p o s s i b l e . 
I w i l l w r i t e again as soon as he returns about i t . 

My own h e a l t h has never been b e t t e r than 
f o r the past month and I have never had t o be excused 
from duty since I entered the s e r v i c e on account of 
sickness f o r which good h e a l t h I have reason t o be 
very t h a n k f u l . 

I found an o l d f r i e n d of mine, Mr, Hyde, at 
t h i s p l a c e where the Regt, was to have been mustered out 
of s e r v i c e but have si n c e been ordered t o Washington t o 
get t h e i r Horses. When he l e f t he gave me a s p l e n d i d 
Uniform Hat which cou l d not be bought here short o f $8.00. 
He had two of them and gave me t h i s to remember him. I 
have a l s o found a young f e l l o w by the name of F i s h e r 
who used t o go to the I n s t i t u t e . The g i r l s w i l l know 
him. He i s c h i e f Engineer and ranks as Lieutenant on 
the U. S. Gunboat Marblehead, which l a y s a t t h i s p l a c e , 
and formed q u i t e a f r i e n d s h i p . I am going t o v i s i t him 
on board h i s v e s s e l . He was w i t h me on a l i t t l e s c o u t i n g 
p a r t y up the R i v e r the other n i g h t and has been t o v i s i t 
me s i n c e . 

I s h a l l w r i t e t o C a r r i e today. Give my love 
t o a l l the f o l k s and f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y -

And b e l i e v e me as ever, 

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 



P.Si It i s reported here today that there has been a 
Col. by the name of Williams appointed to our Regt, 
and the rest of the officers are a l l trying to see who 
can get the start of one another about the Major, even 
the adjutant wants i t . He i s a nice man but t o t a l l y unfit 
for the office and inasmuch as they are going i n so 
strong there has quite a number spoken to me today and i f 
you w i l l get R, Sage or some one to see Gov, Morgan I think 
I might get i t myself. 

If you do, he might mention my being on 
the Examining Board at Albany and that I am at any time 
ready to undergo an examination for Field Officer - At 
any rate i f you do have him seen i t w i l l do no harm and 
perhaps may do me some good; I think I could get the 
Recommend of the officers i f necessary. 

Yours i n haste 

Waters W, Braman 
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Head Quarters of the Guard 
White House Landing, Va. 
June 1 s t , 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

W i t h i n the past 2^ hours I reed, two l e t t e r s from you. 
One p r i n c i p a l y about the Mayorship and the other c o n t a i n i n g the 
key t o the v a l i s e which I see you have been k i n d enough to f i x 
quicker than I expected, and I have no doubt I s h a l l r e c e i v e i t 
i n a day or so, as I have sent t o F o r t r e s s Monroe by one of our 
Sgts. and I t h i n k he w i l l b r i n g i t up tomorrow n i g h t . About the 
promotion. I t w i l l be impossible f o r me to get more than two 
of the Captains to recommend me as there are but f i v e captains 
w i t h us, the other f i v e are up to Head Quarters of Gen. M c C l e l l a n 
where they have been on duty f o r the past week. And two of the 
Captains here are a s p i r a n t s f o r the same p l a c e . I f I could do as 
much here f o r myself as I b e l i e v e you have done f o r me there I 
would be sure of the P o s i t i o n , As i t would be of no use to send 
a recommend signed by two and as we are s i t u a t e d I can't get up 
to Head Quarters to get more, I t h i n k about h a l f of the Captains 
would be w i l l i n g . Each one of the other h a l f t h i n k they are 
competant t o f i l l the p l a c e themself. I f the Governor sees f i t 
to appoint a person t o t a l l y u n f i t f o r the p o s i t i o n , the Regt, w i l l 
soon l e t them know t h e i r o p i n i o n . A l l I can say i s I am much 
o b l i g e d t o you (as I always s h a l l be) ( f o r a thousand reasons) 
f o r t r y i n g t o get the appointment f o r me. And i f I don"t happen 
to get i t , I s h a l l not f e e l very bad, but t r y again some other 
time. 

As you doubtless know ere t h i s Our D i v i s i o n was a l l cut 
to p i e c e s yesterday and our Brigade w i t h the r e s t . I f we had been 
w i t h them I should probably be e i t h e r dead or wounded at t h i s present 
moment. There was one or two Regts. who had not one hundred men 
f o r the b a t t l e t h i s morning a f t e r yesterday's f i g h t . 

With a s o l d i e r s f e e l i n g s I t h i n k I would have l i k e d t o 
have been up there yesterday, and much more today, but when I f e e l 
a l i t t l e human I t h i n k I should be t h a n k f u l l t h a t I am not dead j u s t 
now, or w i t h ^00 or 500 of our wounded o f f i c e r s and men who are 
being put on board the H o s p i t a l Boats. I have myself helped get 
a great number of them out of the cars and put them on s t r e t c h e r s 
to be c a r r i e d on board the boats. 

The Boats are f i x e d very n i c e f o r the business and Rebel 
& Union have a l i k e the same attendance and p l e n t y of good n u r s i n g . 
According t o our l a s t news our f o r c e s are d r i v i n g the Rebels at 
the p o i n t of the Bayonet and I wish I was w i t h them when they enter 

Rebe3- C a p i t a l i n s t e a d of l a y i n g i n g l o r i o u s l y here doing general 
duty t h a t i s worse than f i g h t i n g , perhaps I would t e l l another s t o r y 
i f I had an arm or l e g shot o f f , but I hope I should be able t o stand 
i t as hundreds of our wounded are doing now. What would you t h i n k 
of men who had an arm o f f and a shot through h i s head g e t t i n g out of 
a c a r and w a l k i n g 200 yards t o the boat without a word of grumbling, 
and some w i t h three o r f o u r shot holes through t h e i r h i d e . As I 
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am w r i t i n g there i s a whole t r a i n o f cars loaded w i t h wounded and 
as soon as the Steamer Elm C i t y can get up t o the dock the whole 
guard are going t o help get them on board. 

There are l o t s of Washington v i s i t o r s here today who came 
down on a boat chartered by themselves, and brought t h e i r l a d i e s 
w i t h them. There are a l s o l o t s o f lady nurses who are doing a 
vast amount of good. 

Enclosed I send L i b b i e some Sesesh money which i s a t 
r a t h e r a low ebb j u s t now. I f I could send them i n a l e t t e r I 
would send some other t h i n g s which I have and perhaps w i l l send i n 
a l i t t l e box, I am a f r a i d I can't send her anything from the White 
House as the o f f i c e r who C o l . B u t l e r sent t o r e l i e v e me has since 
been placed under a r r e s t , and although he t r i e d at f i r s t t o throw 
the blame onto me by saying I d i d not give him proper i n s t r u c t i o n s 
when he r e l i e v e d me, yet when I spoke t o C o l . I n g a l l s (who i s the 
head man here) he s a i d he knew from the way t h i n g s were kept when 
I was there and the way ev e r y t h i n g I had charge of was done, and 
the i n s t r u c t i o n s he had given me him s e l f he was s a t i s f i e d . I had 
t r a n s m i t t e d proper orders, and common sense should have taught the 
o f f i c e r what he was t o do. The House i s now i n an awful s t a t e and 
no v i s i t o r s are now admitted. C o l , I n g a l l s a l s o gave C o l . B u t l e r 
r a t s f o r p u t t i n g somebody i n my plac e t h e r e . 

The l a s t news we had which was since dark ( i t i s now most 
12 O.C. a t night) i s t h a t the c i t y i s taken and the Rebels were t a k i n g 
the double quick i n great d i s o r d e r down the r a i l r o a d towards D a n s v i l l e . 
I f i t i s tru e B u l l Run i s i n the shade e n t i r e l y and must give up the 
Champions b e l t . 

With much love t o a l l the f o l k s and f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , 

I remain, 

Your a f f e e & much indebted Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 

To Waters W. Whipple Esq. 
Troy, New York 

P.S. D i r e c t a l l l e t t e r s a ccording t o the o r i g i n a l d i r e c t i o n of 
P u t t i n g Regt. & Brigade on & Washington Waters 

The f i g h t today has been a general engagement and the l o s s must be 
t e r r i b l e . I t i s s a i d the Rebels l a y two & three deep i n some p l a c e s . 
Secession has r e c e i v e d a death blow today. 



Head Quarters 93*"d Regt. N.Y.S.V. 
White House Landing, Va. 
June 5th, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

This afternoon I had a chance to get my pay up to the 
1st May, not from our own paymaster but from another who came on 
with his money and Pay Rolls to pay off a whole Brigade and as i t 
was impossible for him to get up to his Brigade I scraped ac­
quaintance with him and found a tent for him and placed a guard 
over i t and so I managed to get my own pay in return. He says he 
knows our paymaster and can arrange i t with him. In fact, I 
think the whole Regt, w i l l be paid off as soon as this a f f a i r 
at Richmond i s decided. There are three or four Paymasters here 
but i t would be impossible for them to go up with Two or Three 
hundred thousand Dollars and try to pay off Troops that are 
stationed in F i f t y different places and expecting to fight any 
minute. 

I have sent this evening by Express One Hundred & Seventy 
(170.00) Dollars which I trust w i l l arrive safe i n due time I have 
saved $52.00 which I think w i l l be sufficient and i f I don't have 
much I surely won't lend i t and I can always write for some i f I get 
entirely out of funds. The valise arrived the day after I wrote 
to you l a s t . One of our Seargents brought i t up for me i f I had 
not sent by him I probably should not have got i t i n two or three 
weeks as there i s an awful p i l e of the same kind at Fortress Monroe 
everything i s a l l right, the boots are just the thing I wanted and 
in fact everything i s just what I wanted and plenty of Room i n 
the valise for my other traps. The cakes were so nice and fresh 
they went off like smoke. The Cake that came in the Box s t i l l 
keeps good and I am again obliged for them a l l . 

There are a great many troop landed here and going forward 
every day. Today the 2d N. Y. Vol. passed through here on their way 
to join Heintzlemans Corps. 

The Rail Roads s t i l l continue in f u l l blast and are paying 
for themselves over & over. Yesterday and today they have sent a 
great number of boats up to make Pontoon Bridges so i f the Rebels 
do flood the Chickahominy Swamp i t w i l l not affect our troops. 

There has been considerable fighting above today f i r s t on 
the right & center & then on the l e f t . The Rebels were Repulsed 
with heavy loss at a l l points we are confident of taking Richmond soon 
as McClellan w i l l assume the offensive as soon as he i s sure of success 
and nobody in the army doubts the success of his plans. 

The censure which seems to be thrown on Caseys Division 
i s pretty hard. The Blame i f any should f a l l on Gen. Keys for 
putting them out of their place and not on the men who fought u n t i l 
compelled to Retreat on account of superior number on the part of 
the Rebels, The Prisoners say that they had seven divisions i n 



l i n e of B a t t l e one behind the other and a l l advancing on Caseys one 
D i v i s i o n . But i n war i f a man i s l u c k y and succeeds he i s c a l l e d 
brave and i s rewarded but no matter what courage he may have shown 
i f he f i g h t s t i l l death even, without being s u c c e s s f u l he i s c a l l e d 
a coward and made a scape goat f o r the sins of o t h e r s . 

I am e n t i r e l y unable t o say what moment we w i l l r e j o i n 
our Brigade and we may stay here a month, but not very l i k e l y . 
C e r t a i n i t i s some one must s t a y here, and we f i n d the duty very 
severe, the moment we are ordered to leave I w i l l w r i t e you so you 
may know something near our whereabouts. 

The Adjutant has promised c e r t a i n t h a t he w i l l pay $30«00 
of t h a t note t h i s pay day and i f p o s s i b l e I would l i k e t o get i t 
without seeing him, and I s h a l l t r y and crowd the other man. The 
b o t t l e of Kino w i l l be a good t h i n g i n t h i s country when the water 
i s not good, as what seems very s l i g h t at f i r s t soon runs i n t o a 
f e v e r i n t h i s hot c l i m a t e . 

I am on duty every other day and n i g h t but probably a f t e r 
today as we are not t o guard the h o s p i t a l s which took two companies 
the duty w i l l come l e s s o f t e n . Every day the l a s t t r a i n b r i n g s 
down a l o t of P r i s o n e r s which takes t i l l 12 or 1 O.C. a t n i g h t t o 
dispose of - f o r F o r t r e s s Monroe - so the duty comes p r e t t y tough, 
when i t comes o f t e n . 

I am making l o t s of f r i e n d s here but s t i l l remember the 
ones at home. Give my l o v e t o them a l l and t o C a r r i e & Lyd and K i l l 
& Em & a l l the f o l k s . 

Hoping to be w i t h you one of these days, I remain as ever, 

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e Newphew 

Waters W. Braman 

P.S. A l l my l a s t l e t t e r s have been w r i t t e n i n the guard t e n t and 
you must excuse a l l f a u l t s . Enclosed I send the Rebel money I 
f o r g o t to send before f o r L i b b i e . Love to a l l , Waters 
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White House Landing 
V i r g i n i a , June 8th, 1862 

Bear Uncle: 

Enclosed I send you S i x t y D o l l a r s t o pay t h a t Note. 
I was on hand a t the pay t a b l e and was glad t o get the p r i n c i p a l 
without the I n t e r e s t or the p r o t e s t which you can charge to me. 
I a l s o send you Twenty D o l l a r s f o r Peter McDonald - which you w i l l 
please give him c r e d i t f o r — 

$60 to pay note. 

$20 f o r P. McDonald 

I am w e l l and enjoying myself as u s u a l . Thos. Holmes & 
h i s b r o t h e r i n law A c k l e y are here t o n i g h t . With love to a l l , 
I remain as ever, 

I n haste 

Waters 



White House Landing 
V i r g i n i a , June 9 t h , 1862 

Dear Em: 

Your l e t t e r of the 2d -was r e c e i v e d and read w i t h p l e a s u r e . 
^ e Northern News W r i t e r s seem to know a l l and more than happens 
to t h i s army. Mrs. Gen. Lee i n s t e a d of being here i s about l 6 
m i l e s up the main Road to Richmond at the House of a man by the name 
of Jean a t which place she was overtaken by our troops and i s 
s t i l l under guard at that p l a c e . She i s a r e g u l a r She Bear on 
the Sesesh question although she makes great pretensions t o 
h i g h breeding & c. 

I t i s a shame a f t e r Gen. Casey's men being cut up and 
f a i r l y d r i v e n back by f i v e times t h e i r own numbers t o accuse them 
of not standing f i r e , when n e a r l y every o f f i c e r was k i l l e d & wounded 
too. The 93d i s i n a f l o u r i s h i n g s t a t e G l o r i o u s l y s e r v i n g t h e i r 
country doing guard duty. But we may soon have a l l the other 
k i n d of duty they want i n a very few days. 

I sent the other day an engraving to you & K i l l i t was 
one I borrowed from the White House. Almost everything has been 
c a r r i e d o f f s i n c e I l e f t , and now no one i s permitted to go through 
the p l a c e without a pass from C o l . I n g a l l s who i s i n command of the 
p l a c e . I have a pass a t a l l times myself and should not be sur­
p r i s e d i f I was sent back t o take charge of the House again. When 
I was there everyone could go through and I never l o s t anything, 
and gave s a t i s f a c t i o n t o a l l at any r a t e one man i n w r i t i n g t o 
the evening post dated New York June 3d s a i d I would not l e t a l a d y 
p i c k a f l o w e r . She must have been n e i t h e r young nor good l o o k i n g 
or I would c e r t a i n l y have given her t h a t p r i v e l e g e . 

Yesterday I had Thomas Helmes & P h i l Ackley t o take t e a 
w i t h me. They have gone up to the b a t t l e f i e l d t o n i g h t and I expect 
them back again i n the morning. Tom was r a t h e r s u r p r i s e d to see me. 

I was up to the b a t t l e f i e l d the other n i g h t but had to run 
away f o r the purpose I t h i n k i t was F r i d a y n i g h t . I d i d not see much 
of the o l d b a t t l e f i e l d but saw a l i t t l e s k i r m i s h w i t h the p i c k e t s . 
I saw a good many dead bodies not yet b u r i e d and i n an awful s t a t e 
of decomposition, g i v i n g f o r t h a v e ry h e a l t h y s m e l l , but dead men are 
not h a l f so bad as wounded. 

There was not a s i n g l e man from the 93d Regt. i n the F i g h t 
and i f I had been there and i n Casey's Div. I should not f e a r being 
t w i t t e d o f running, as e v e r y t h i n g appears & shows t h a t they fought 
w e l l (but were not supported) against f e a r f u l odds. The only man 
i n the 93d t h a t was wounded cut two of h i s toes o f f w i t h an ax - a t 
the Head Q t r s . of the army. 

I have reed, a l l l e t t e r s & Papers I t h i n k . 

Enclosed I send a South C a r o l i n a button given me by a 



wounded r e b e l who was i n the f i g h t i n which our d i v i s i o n so roughly 
handled, I w i l l send you a book from the White House so L i b 
can't brag over you any more. I have got some other buttons & a 
Sesesh B e l t & Revolver f o r K i l l - which I w i l l send one of these 
days but am i n hopes t o have something more to send. 

I guess I w i l l have my p i c t u r e taken here so you can see 
what k i n d of a l o o k i n g chap I am now. I am sure I have grown some 
since I l e f t Troy. 

Give my love & respects t o the young l a d i e s next door who 
were so k i n d as to remember me. & e s p e c i a l l y t o Miss C h r i s t i e 
when she a r r i v e s I wish I could be there f o r a few n i g h t s we would beat 
you a l l t o pieces the same way t h a t we d i d the l a s t n i g h t we played 
when she was there before. T e l l her i f the 93& had remained a 
few days longer a t R i k e r s I s l a n d I should have c a l l e d on her at 
Staten I s l a n d . 

Give my love t o a l l the F o l k s ( e s p e c i a l l y t o Em since she 
f e e l s so bad because I perhaps happened to w r i t e i n a hurry) over 
home and i n the country when any of you w r i t e . 

I wrote to Uncle Waters yesterday, e n c l o s i n g $80.00 and I wish 
he would send me t h a t note. I f o r g o t t o ask him t o do so but I 
suppose he would anyway. 

With much love t o y o u r s e l f and K i l l and the l i t t l e K i l l s , 
I remain as ever, 

Your a f f e c , cousin 

Waters 



White House Landing, Va. 
June l 6 t h , 1862 

Dear L i b M e : 

Your long and welcome l e t t e r of the 12th came l a s t 
evening. You say you have w r i t t e n three l e t t e r s since you have 
r e c e i v e d one from me. I f you have, I have never r e c e i v e d them 
and have answered every one and have a l s o w r i t t e n t o Uncle Waters 
two or three times since r e c e i v i n g any from home. I am s o r r y 
to hear Uncle has been s i c k and hope he i s and w i l l be b e t t e r . 

As you doubtless know from the papers, we came very 
near being attacked a t t h i s p l a c e by a G u e r r i l l a P a r t y of Rebel 
Cav. We c e r t a i n l y expected a brush w i t h them but were disappointed 
t h i s time but i t i s c e r t a i n they are l u r k i n g about i n sm a l l p a r t i e s 
a l l ready t o j o i n each other a t the f i r s t c a l l and pounce upon 
any p a r t y they t h i n k they can master and murder on the other side 
of the r i v e r there are a l s o farmers who to your face are strong 
f o r the union and whose p r o p e r t y the government i s p r o t e c t i n g 
at an immense cost who are g i v i n g i n f o r m a t i o n and I b e l i e v e the 
most of them were p e r s o n a l l y i n t h a t a f f a i r on F r i d a y afternoon 
and n i g h t . 

Yesterday I went up the R i v e r w i t h three men who we had 
l e f t as guard up to a widow's t o get t h e i r t h i n g s and i f 
necessary leave them there again and a l s o L i e u t . B radford of 
Company E took up s i x men t o see i f he could f i n d anything of one 
of t h e i r men who as on guard up a t the m i l l when the boats were 
burned but we hunted a l l around and even dug up a man t h a t 
had been k i l l e d t o see i f i t was him but no man could we f i n d 
and so we proposed going over the R i v e r t o see i f he or some others 
were i n the swamp as a l o t of the teamsters swam the R i v e r when they 
were at t a c k e d . As the steam boat was not ready t o go one man and 
myself took the s m a l l boat and s t a r t e d across and went through the 
swamp but found no one and came out i n t o a b i g wheat f i e l d and while 
we were there the r e s t o f the p a r t y came across and s t a r t e d up the 
Road but the Captain of the boat s i g n a l l e d them t h a t they were i n 
danger and they went back and got on board double quick and put out 
Into the middle of the stream. I d i d not hear any s i g n a l s and was 
q u i t e s u r p r i s e d when I got down t o shore t o f i n d the boat o f f and 
a l l watching f o r us. The Capt. of the Boat says he saw 25 or 30 
Rebel Horsement s k u l k i n g around the edge of the Wheat f i e l d but I 
d i d not see anything of them and t h i n k they were only negros. 

Capt. Barnes and about s i x t y men went on an e x p e d i t i o n 
over the R i v e r about midnight l a s t n i g h t not w i t h our company however, 
and as I had been on a l l o f the expeditions I had t o stay and l e t 
M i l o go. And we may have work enough here and some one had to stay 
to take charge of the Company. 

I am i n p e r f e c t h e a l t h and enjoying myself, as I am 
i n the good Graces of a l l t h e m i l i t a r y men here who have any 
a u t h o r i t y . I wish K i l l and Em & you could come down here i t i s 
on l y about -12 or 1̂ - hours r i d e by boat from Washington and there 
are l o t s of v i s i t o r s and you c o u l d see more on the way and here 
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than you w i l l ever see i n a l i f e t i m e i n Troy and would he p e r f e c t l y 
safe although i n h e a r i n g of the cannons r o a r i f there should happen 
" t o ^ e a krusk* I r e a l l y do wish you would come and would l i k e b e t t e r 
t o have Uncle Waters & Aunt Hannah come too. You could only stay 
over one n i g h t o r so w i t h any comfort but i t would repay the 
journey of a month. Try and persuade K i l l t o come anyway, and I 
w i l l get him a pass t o go anywhere i n the l i m i t s of the army. 
Cousin J u l i a , J u l i a , Frank & Ida were here a day or two ago and 
Mrs. Q t r . Master McArthur. I e n t e r t a i n e d them a t my t e n t and spent 
the most of the day e s c o r t i n g them around and I j u s t t h i n k I can 
do t h a t here as I have a pass f o r myself & f r i e n d s t o go anywhere 
t h i s side of Richmond. 

Cousin J u l i a had not heard of Mary Dorlonson-Mary 
Bonticou's marriage and don't seem t o have heard from Troy at a l l 
l a t e l y . She t a l k e d me almost to death and asked about a thousand 
questions about you a l l , but I don't t h i n k she got much the best 
of me, J u l i a Frank cut q u i t e a dash w i t h a Major of the l 6 t h Mass, 

I would l i k e t o be home about a week t o t e l l you about 
a l l the expe d i t i o n s we are on every day and of every k i n d which i t 
would be impossible t o w r i t e about as there i s something new every day. 

There i s p o s s i b i l i t y but no p r o b a b i l i t y of the B a t t l e 
of Richmond coming o f f under a couple of weeks, and i t may be i n 
2 k hours. There are l o t s of troops here l a n d i n g f o r M c C l e l l a n 
every day and Siege guns without number. The 93d s t i l l continues 
i n the same s t a t e except t h a t they do not belong t o any Brigade 
and when any of you w r i t e don't put on anything but the Regt. i t s e l f 
but d i r e c t t o Washington as before and then i f we leave here i t 
w i l l come a l l r i g h t . 

I have o n l y r e c e i v e d two l e t t e r s from L y d i a i n s t e a d o f 
three and s h a l l answer the l a s t today. I have not seen anything 
of Wm, but I t h i n k he w i l l l ook out f o r h i m s e l f . 

Give my love t o Em & K i l l and C a l l & Job & Uncle and Aunt, 
Abbie and a l l f r i e n d s o f the f a m i l y and a l l who enquire a f t e r me but 
not t o any one i n p a r t i c u l a r . Hoping I won't have t o wait over a 
week agai n t o hear from some o f you, I remain as ever your a f f e c . 
cousin 

Waters 



White House, Va, 
June 22d, 1862 

Dear Uncle: 

Your l a s t l e t t e r came so long ago I am 
almost ashamed to answer i t hut you must excuse me t h i s time 
and I am sure you would i f you were here. For since a day 
or two since I r e c e i v e d i t I have been on duty every day -
and almost every day have been over the r i v e r on some e x p e d i t i o n 
and f o r the past week I do not b e l i e v e I have averaged three 
hours sleep any n i g h t . We are very busy and our fo r c e here 
i s so s m a l l t h a t i t keeps us c o n t i n u a l l y on duty or on the 
watch f o r G u e r r i l l a P a r t i e s , who no doubt are hovering around 
and knowing the e n t i r e country about here, and the v i t a l 
importance of t h i s place t o our army they are c o n t i n u a l l y on 
the watch f o r a chance t o pounce upon us. S t i l l we are not 
much alarmed about them and ev e r y t h i n g goes on as i f there 
never was one l i v i n g except t h a t our cav. p a t r o l s are c o n t i n u a l l y 
scouring the country i n quest of them. 

The Northern Papers have great ideas about 
what happens to the army and get a l l such a f f a i r s as the G u e r r i l l a 
Dash very much exagerated on one side or the other about the 
d e s t r u c t i o n of Property - the other n i g h t they got t h a t a l t o g e t h e r 
too h i g h and the damage aside from the Scare was not even f e l t 
here amid the rush and immensity of the Opperations connected 
w i t h the army, June 2 3 d , — I began to w r i t e yesterday but I have 
done the same two or three times and had t o stop w r i t i n g t o go 
on a l i t t l e t r i p up the R a i l Road, 

About t h a t b i l l of Messrs R. & L. I wish you 
would pay i t as soon as p o s s i b l e f o r I had supposed i t p a i d 
out of the money f i r s t sent home and am s o r r y i t was not. 

Our Regt, i s not very l i k e l y t o leave j u s t 
now as the f o r c e here i s now t o sm a l l t o a f f o r d much p r o t e c t i o n 
i n case o f being attacked by a l a r g e f o r c e , but we w i l l t r y 
i t i f they t r y the experiment a l s o . Our Regt. i s now unattached 
to any Brigade or D i v i s i o n but c o n s t i t u t e i n themselves the 
Army of the Pamunkey. 

Th i s place i s g e t t i n g t o be q u i t e a c i t y . 
I have charge of the s u t l e r s and have them a l l on one s t r e e t 
& make them pay $5.00 f o r a l i c e n s e t o s e l l t h e i r goods. At 
t h i s p l a c e the money i s appropiated t o grading the s t r e e t s & c. 
C o l . B u t l e r & myself have a b i g t e n t down on the Levee, where 
a l l business i s t r a n s a c t e d & the C o l . f u r n i s h e s me a horse t o 
r i d e and i n f a c t we could not get around f a s t enough without 
them, so you see t h a t although busy from d a y l i g h t t i l l 12 or 
1 O.C. I am having a good time and enjoying myself as w e l l 
as p o s s i b l e . 



I had a l e t t e r from L i b b i e & one from K i l l 
n i g h t before l a s t and w i l l t r y and answer them & w r i t e one to 
Aunt Hannah as soon as p o s s i b l e * I wish K i l l and some of the 
g i r l s could come down f o r a few days, and see the country. 
They w i l l never have a b e t t e r chance, and I wish you would come 
too. I am s o r r y t o hear the Mr. Kerr i s having so s e r i o u s a 
time but hope he w i l l soon be around again. I t must be awful 
tiresome f o r him s t a y i n g i n the house. 

You need not f l a t t e r y o u r s e l f about being no 
danger at White House but I t h i n k I can take care of myself 
as w e l l as any of our men and i f i t comes our l o t t o meet the 
enemy here I t h i n k & t r u s t we s h a l l be ready & w i l l i n g t o 
meet them any day o r n i g h t they see f i t t o give us a c a l l . 

I have seen nothing of W i l l i a m and hear t h a t 
h i s r e g t . has not over 200 e f f e c t i v e men i n i t . 

I may go t o N. Y. c i t y i n a few days but i f 
I do i t w i l l o n l y be to go there and back and no chance t o 
come to Troy. 

With love t o a l l I remain as ever your a f f e c . 

Nephew, 

In haste 

Waters W. Braman 



Head Quarters Gen. Casey 
White House, Va., June 27/62 
O f f i c e of Provost Guard 

Dear K i l l : 

Your l e t t e r a r r i v e d i n due time, but I have 
been so busy have delayed answering. I am a t present a c t i n g 
as Q Master f o r Gen. Casey & o f f i c e r i n command of Provost Guard 
and am h u r r i e d every moment - have t r i e d t o w r i t e to you two 
or three times but have h a r d l y got s t a r t e d before some business 
stoped me — you must not t h i n k t h a t I meant t o w r i t e before, 
nor must L i b b i e . I s h a l l w r i t e to her and t o you a good long 
l e t t e r as the next few days w i l l decide our f a t e a t t h i s place 
we are i n a very u n c e r t a i n f i x j u s t a t t h i s moment and even 
before t h i s i s f i n i s h e d we may be ordered t o leave t h i s p l a c e , 
as i t i s reported that Gen. S. Jackson of the Rebel Army i s 
w i t h i n a few m i l e s of t h i s place i n t e n d i n g to destroy the Gov. 
property but he w i l l f i n d nothing i n t h a t l i n e , and only a 
small f o r c e to oppose him, but we w i l l t r y . We have been i n 
t h i s u n c e r t a i n s t a t e f o r the past two weeks, but you need not 
show t h i s t o the f o l k s , unless you see f i t , as i t might cause 
them uneasiness on my account, but you may be sure I s h a l l take 
as good care of myself as p o s s i b l e . 

Those t h i n g s , I w i l l send by Express i f we 
don't leave here and i f we do I may get more of them. I should 
have done so but i f I had not time t o w r i t e home I c e r t a i n l y would 
not t o make a box t o send them i n . A l l the s t o r e s at t h i s p l a c e 
are loaded on v e s s e l s except such as are b e i n g loaded on cars 
and are ready t o be sent down the r i v e r a t a moments warning. 

T r u s t i n g t o w r i t e t o and hear soon from you 
w i t h l o v e t o Em and a l l the f o l k s , I remain as ever 

In haste, 

Waters W. Braman 



F o r t r e s s Monroe, Va. 
June 30th, 1862 

Dear Aunt: 

Hearing you -were unwell and had gone t o 
Union V i l l a g e t o R e c r u i t I thought I would w r i t e t o you 
there and I hope ere t h i s reaches you you w i l l he a l l w e l l 
and s t a y so. 

Thi s l e t t e r i s w r i t t e n on Rebel Paper, a l s o 
the envelope. I t was captured a t the b a t t l e o f F a i r Oaks by 
one o f Gen. Casey's c l e r k s and you must keep i t to remember 
me and the War, and i t must a l s o be a great c u r i o s i t y up n o r t h . 
As you see we have l e f t White House and are probably going up 
the James R i v e r but I have w r i t t e n a l l the p a r t i c u l a r s t o Uncle 
and as he w i l l send you the l e t t e r i t w i l l be unnecessary f o r 
me t o s t a t e them again. 

I have been so busy t o work t h a t i t i s almost 
impossible f o r me to do more than t h i n k of the f o l k s at home 
but I don't f o r g e t you or any of my f r i e n d s . 

Enclosed I a l s o send my p i c t u r e . I intended 
t o have some more taken but the day I got t h i s one the man s a i d 
i t was a bad day and we l e f t before I got another chance and I send 
i t t o you f o r i f I should send i t t o e i t h e r Em or L i b I should get 
a l e t t e r o r two about i t immediately. I never thought of 
sending anything t o one more than another much l e s s than t o 
having any one brag over another and I suppose a l l l e t t e r s are 
f o r the b e n e f i t o f a l l whom i t may concern. 

As I am a c t i n g i n three o r four d i f f e r e n t 
c a p a c i t i e s I must close t h i s f o r want of more time and Hoping when 
I hear a g a i n from you again you w i l l be w e l l , and w i t h love to C a l 
& Job & Lye & Joe and a l l the young l a d i e s of U. V. and a l l the 
f o l k s a t home and f r i e n d s of the f a m i l y , I remain as ever, 

Your a f f . Nephew, 

Waters 



F o r t r e s s Monroe, June 30th/62 

Dear Uncle: 

As you can see we have l e f t the White House 
f o r good. Your l e t t e r I reed, i n time a l s o one from Em l a s t 
n i g h t . We l e f t White House day before yesterday at 5 O.C. P.M. 
We had orders t o be ready t o do so f o r over a week before we 
l e f t e v e r y t h i n g of consequence was brought away, and here we 
are expecting to leave t h i s morning f o r up the James R i v e r but 
perhaps we may stay here a day or two i f so I w i l l w r i t e again 
tomorrow t o L i b b i e . Every boat & every b i t of government 
pr o p e r t y was e i t h e r brought away or destroyed. I set f i r e 
t o the wharf from which the Knickerbocker s t a r t e d (the l a s t 
boat) and was the l a s t man on shore. 

Why we l e f t , the Head Gens, only know, and 
as i t was orders I hope i t i s f o r the best. We s h a l l 
probably land j u s t below F o r t D a r l i n g i f we go up the James 
R i v e r , 

I t i s reported i n the F o r t that Gen. M c C l e l l a n 
by f a l l i n g back on the r i g h t and c o ncentrating h i s f o r c e s on 
the l e f t & center has taken the c i t y of Richmond. That was 
undoubtedly the program and I hope i t i s t r u e . I t was s t a t e d 
by our Cavalry p a t r o l s when we l e f t the White House t h a t the 
Rebel Gen. Jackson was w i t h i n three m i l e s of t h a t p l a c e . I f 
so he i s caught i n a t r a p t h a t w i l l bother him some i f as we 
expect the Rebel C a p i t o l i s defunct. 

For the l a s t week I have been detached from 
the 93d and am s t i l l a c t i n g A s s t . Q. M. f o r Gen. Casey & Command­
ant of Provost Guard and although the two weeks before I could 
h a r d l y f i n d time t o w r i t e , yet f o r the l a s t week I have been 
more busy than ever. I have f o r Provost Guard beside myself, 
1 L i e u t . & 53 I n f a n t r y & Ik C a v a l r y which are detached from 
t h e i r Regts, and under my own c o n t r o l & a l l p i c k ed men and 
we were having s p l e n d i d times a t White House. We were encamped 
i n the grounds of the White House i t s e l f and i t would do any 
one good t o see the encampment as I got a l l n i c e new t e n t s and 
the Gen. s a i d they 8s the men looked l i k e Regulars. Although 
the men are from d i f f e r e n t Regts. they a l l .say they hope they 
can always stay w i t h me. I had the p r i v i l e g e of p i c k i n g them 
a l l out myself. Since I have got to be A.A.Q.M. I can a f f o r d 
a horse to r i d e e s p e c i a l l y as Uncle Sam f u r n i s h e s i t . 

We had the provost guard deployed as s k i r m i s h e r s 
i n the woods before the Boat got ready t o s t a r t and expected 
t o have a brush w i t h Jackson although the orders were t o l e t him 
come down as f a r as p o s s i b l e . But nary Reb. d i d we see although 
our c a v a l r y P a t r o l r eported t h e i r advance to be very near. I 
almost wish we had been l u c k y enough t o have a l i t t l e brush 
w i t h them as I am proud o f the Provost Gd, and would l i k e t o 
see them t r i e d . 



E v e r y t h i n g on the r i g h t of our army vent over 
the Chickahominy two or three days ago and although we kept 
sending p r o v i s i o n s forward n i g h t & day perhaps our army before 
Richmond may get out of Hardees before we can send up the James 
R i v e r . A l l the Troops had a l s o gone over the R i v e r except the 
Guards a t White House & T u n s t a l l s S t a t i o n a l l of which and no 
others except the s i c k i n h o s p i t a l came away w i t h us. Genl. 
M c C l e l l a n took the other f o u r companies of our Regt. w i t h him. 

Enclosed I send a Sesesh f u r l o u g h taken from a 
man who I a r r e s t e d as a spy i t i s the o r i g i n a l t h i n g and no 
humbug. 

I am s o r r y t o hear Aunt Hannah i s s i c k and I 
hope her t r i p t o U. V. w i l l do her good. 

With love t o a l l , Em & c I remain as ever, 
your a f f e c t . Nephew, 

Waters W. Braman 

P.S. T e l l K i l l he need not come to see me at White House but 
should be happy t o see him up the James R i v e r or i n Richmond. 


