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WATERS WHIPPLE BRAMAN 

E n l i s t e d at Troy, N. Y., December Jth, l 8 6 l , f o r 
a p e r i o d of Three Years - Age 21 y r s . 

Mustered i n January 3 0 t h , 1862, as F i r s t Lieutenant 
w i t h rank from January 15th, 1862, 
Co. C, 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 

T r a n s f e r r e d t o Co. H, A p r i l 3rd, 186*1- f o r promotion t o 
Captaincy, w i t h rank from March 23rd, 186^, 
v i c e Captain Hiram S. Wilson, deceased. 

Mustered out January l ^ t h , 1865 ( E x p i r a t i o n of term 
of e n l i s t m e n t ) , as Captain, w i t h rank of 
Brevet Major N. Y. V o l s , 

3rd D i v . 2nd Army Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

S e r v i c e : 3 y r s . , 1 mo., and 1 wk. 



Dear Uncle, 

Your k i n d and welcome l e t t e r , was r e c e i v e d a t Westminister M.d. 
I am g l a d to l e a r n t h a t your h e a l t h i s so good as to enable you t o attend to 
business as I know you are apt t o do when w e l l , With you I t r u s t t o r e t u r n 
safe from t h i s war and t h a t too the same as I l e f t home, and r e s t assured should 
any of your f a m i l y ever stand i n need of a f r i e n d , my l i f e w i l l be a l l t o short 
t o repay the debt of g r a t i t u d e I owe t o you, who have ever been a more than 
Father t o me. 

We have had an awful f i g h t here, but thank the Lord, our Army has 
given the Rebels an e v e r - l a s t i n g t h r a s h i n g . The heaviest f i g h t i n g was 
yesterday, and to-day they are i n f u l l r e t r e a t , and our army e n t i r e i s a f t e r 
them. This i s the f i r s t time s i n c e the o r g a n i z a t i o n of the army of the 
Potomac t h a t the r e b e l s have met our men i n open f i e l d , f i g h t , and I dont 
b e l i e v e they would t h i s time but t h a t (as the p r i s o n e r s say) t h e i r o f f i c e r s 
t o l d them they were to f i g h t the m i l i t i a , but they found to t h e i r cost t h a t the 
o l d army of the Potomac was around. We must have taken about 8,000 p r i s o n e r s , 
the l o s s i n k i l l e d and wounded on both sid e s must be 25*000, and some say the 
r e b e l s alone have l o s t t h a t number. Genl Lee t r i e d t o come the f l a g of truce 
game on Genl Meade, but i t f a i l e d t o work. Genl Meade sent back word t h a t he 
would bury t h e i r dead f o r them. 

We are encamped about l / 2 a m i l e from Gettys-burg, r i g h t on the 
B a t t l e f i e l d which i s very l a r g e . I have seen but very l i t t l e of i t , as we have 
been momentarily under orders to be ready to move. We expect to go to Emmettsburg 
i n the morning. About a week ago our 2nd L t was d e t a i l e d t o take charge of a 
squad of men t o guard a valuable t r a i n o f H o s p i t a l stores (from Washington) 
j u s t a r r i v e d , they were camped near us yeaterday but moved t h i s morning, and i t 
i s r e ported that two of h i s men were k i l l e d by a s h e l l , yesterday, but as h i s 
t r a i n i s moved we know nothing f o r c e r t a i n whether he i s h u r t or not. I dont 
know whether the f i r s t b a t t l e of F r e d r i c k s b u r g , or t h i s was the most severe, but 
i t does seem as i f t h i s beat anything I ever heard b e f o r e . The c i t i z e n s are 
doing a l l they can f o r the wounded, every bam, house, and t e n t i s a h o s p i t a l , 
and the s m e l l which a r i s e s from the b a t t l e f i e l d i s s i c k e n i n g and i n t e n s e . 

I wrote t h a t I had got John back again. I expect to have 
him r e s t o r e d t o duty without t r i a l , but the order i s not yet Issued as there 
has been something e l s e t o attend to a t Hdqrs f o r the past f i v e days, Quite a 
number of our Hdqrs o f f i c e r s are k i l l e d and wounded. One of them Genl Warren 
was wounded r i g h t i n camp by the b u r s t i n g of a s h e l l , a p i e c e of which s t r u c k him 
i n the t h r o a t . Take i t a l t o g e t h e r we have had very l i v e l y times f o r a few days. 

Enclosed I send a photograph t o L i b , w i l l w r i t e t o her or Aunt Hannah 
as soon as we get encamped wherever we are going. Dont be a t a l l alarmed about 
me, as I do not mean t o get k i l l e d . 

W — 



We l e f t f o u r companies of our Regt at Westminister M.&. doing Provost 
duty L t C o l B u t l e r was Provost M a r s h a l l so there are hut s i x companies of us 
here. Capt Barnes i s i n command o f t h i s B a t t a l i o n . We expect the other f o u r 
cos. t o j o i n us at Emmettsburg M.d. 

I have been j u s t as w e l l as p o s s i b l e t o be, during a l l these marches, 
which have been un u s u a l l y severe, not even have I been f o o t sore, and we are 
so toughened t o i t , t h a t we can march twenty odd miles w i t h ease any day. We 
s t a r t e d from Westminister i n the r a i n about k o.c. (of the day we came) i n t e n d i n g 
t o march a l l n i g h t , but the roads were so blocked up we on l y march t o ten o.c. 
and then l a y down i n the r a i n s l e p t some t i l l d a y l i g h t and then marched on here, 
25 m i l e s , I dont see why we went t o t h a t place any way, as we were most here 
once be f o r e , and the Genl s t a i d here then. 

T r u s t i n g t h i s war w i l l soon end f a v o r a b l y to the Union, and th a t I 
may r e t u r n i n s a f e t y and i n honor, I remain w i t h much love t o Aunt Hannah and 
a l l . 

Your A f f . Nephew 

Waters 



Bear Cousin L i b b i e , 

The morning a f t e r I r e c e i v e d yours of the 3 rd i n s t , I was j u s t 
beginning a l e t t e r i n answer, when I happened t o t h i n k of Ems which I r e c e i v e d 
at Gettysburg. And so thought I must answer here f i r s t or there would be a 
row c e r t a i n . 

Hdqrs proper are about f o u r m i l e s from here, but the t r a i n s and other 
property are s t i l l here and the 8th I n f a n t r y and the 93 rd are s t i l l encamped 
near South mountain pass. We broke up camp and expected t o move when the 
General and s t a f f d i d , but the t r a i n was ordered to stay behind and we w i t h i t . 
We have a l s o been guarding the pass i n the mountain and every n i g h t have had t o 
do p i c k e t duty, f o r f e a r of a r a i d , as a very s m a l l f o r c e could h o l d the p l a c e 
i f once i n possession, and i t i s by i t t h a t a l l the s u p p l i e s f o r our army have 
to come. General Meade t h i n k s i t so important t h a t he yesterday sent back two 
more regiments of I n f a n t r y , and one b a t t e r y of a r t i l l e r y , which w i l l undoubtedly 
r e l i e v e us from t h a t duty, and as soon as p a r t of the t r a i n (sent back f o r 
forage) comes up, we expect t o go on t o the f r o n t . The 8th I n f a n t r y guard 
house i s f u l l of Grey-backs a l l the time, I dont know as you would consider i t 
a "guard house" f o r i t i s nothing more or l e s s than a b i g open f i e l d and they 
are turned i n l i k e sheep and the guard i s around the o u t s i d e , there are con­
t i n u a l l y from one t o f i v e hundred of them i n t h e r e , and a d i r t i e r s i t e you could 
not imagine. S t i l l i t i s b e t t e r l i v i n g than they are used t o , f o r they draw 
f u l l r a t i o n s of Uncle Sams pork, sugar, c o f f e e , and hard tack, and although 
they sleep without any p r o t e c t i o n i n the shape of t e n or b l a n k e t , they dont 
seem to mind i t at a l l . I t does seem strange how much a s o l d i e r can stand 
i n the shape of f a t i g u e and exposure. 

S t a y i n g here f o r a few days has given us a chance to draw c l o t h i n g f o r 
the men which they needed very much, so do I need some but I dont see as I 
s h a l l get a chance to get to Washington or any where e l s e to buy them. 

You ask how the Army l i k e General Meade, a l l I can say i s , he has 
t h e i r e n t i r e confidence as t o h i s a b i l i t y to command them and under such a 
l e a d e r the Army of the Potomac w i l l f i g h t every time they are t o l d t o . But 
they are past I d o l i z i n g t h e i r generals. 

I am g l a d you l i k e the Album, I thought i t would be very appropriate 
and as acceptable as any other I could t h i n k o f , i n the shape of a present. 

These mountains are f a i r l y covered w i t h B l a c k b e r r i e s and b l a c k 
Raspberries, and the men b r i n g i n q u a n t i t i e s of them, and we have from s i x 
quarts t o a h a l f b u s h e l , standing i n the t e n t a l l the time, I never saw them 
more p l e n t y or f i n e r , consequently we are j u s t growing f a t on b e r r i e s and m i l k , 
we can get p l e n t y of chickens and eggs, and such t h i n g s a t a f a i r p r i c e so we 
s h a l l not s t a r v e . 

We have been, and are d a i l y and h o u r l y expecting a b i g f i g h t t o come 
o f f , but since w r i t i n g t o Em there has been no very l a r g e engagement near here. 
E v e r y t h i n g seems to be busy w i t h p r e p a r a t i o n on our s i d e , f o r a b i g one when i t 
does come. We have been r e c e i v i n g reinforcements, and there i s no doubt 
our army w i l l be again s u c c e s f u l l . We have of course a great many camp s t o r i e s 
about l * e e s army being surrounded and a l l t h a t but I guess they w i l l f i g h t y e t , 
or e l s e get away over the Potomac (the most l i k e l y o f the two), 



C o l Crocker i s s t i l l absent s i c k and we dont know when he w i l l be 
back, but are very anxious of course, great l o s s of sleep i n the consequence 
occurs, i n a hem. 

I r e c e i v e d another from C a r r i e the same day I d i d your l a s t , and 
s h a l l answer i t next. 

Remember me to Mr, Robertson and w i f e and to Mr Kerr and Jas Khowlson 
and f a m i l y and a l l the Park Church f o l k s young and o l d . 

With Love to a l l Uncle Aunt Abbie, D e l i g h t the c h i l d r e n , t o Em & 
K i l l , and t o a l l absent members and f r i e n d s o f the f a m i l y when you w r i t e , I 
remain as ever. 

Your a f f . Cousin 

Waters 

To Cousin L i b b i e 



Again we f i n d ourselves on the "sacred s o i l " . And our army i n f u l l 
chase a f t e r the IF. F. V.s. As i t i s Sunday I dont t h i n k Hdqrs w i l l move today. 
I t i s thought here t h a t Genl Meade w i l l i n t e r c e p t the Rebels a t G o r d o n s v i l l e 
and perhaps have a s m a l l f i g h t by way of v a r i e t y . There was a s t o r y here about 
Genl H a l l e c k being t o blame about the Rebels g e t t i n g across the r i v e r , but I 
guess there i s no t r u t h i n t h a t . N e i t h e r does any one blame Genl Meade. 

The 93rd came nearer than you t h i n k f o r to g e t t i n g i n t o the f i g h t , 
the 8th I n f t y and ourselves were ordered forward, by Genl B u t t e r f i e l d (Chief of 
S t a f f ) before he was h i m s e l f wounded and the 8th had a l r e a d y s t r u c k camp, but 
Genl P a t r i c k would not l e t us go, and the order was countermanded. I t was not 
a very safe place most any-where around the Gettysburg b a t t l e f i e l d , a s h e l l 
went through the house where Genl Meade was, and you can see by number of 
Hdqrs o f f i c e r s wounded t h a t they ment to do or d i e . Genl B u t t e r f i e l d , Genl 
Warren, L t C o l Dickenson & Capt Dahlgren of the personal s t a f f were wounded. 

The same day we got the news of the r i o t i n N. Y. the 8th I n f t y were 
ordered to t h a t p l a c e , and we had t o r e l i e v e them and have since been doing 
t h e i r duty. I dont t h i n k i t w i l l be safe f o r the r i o t e r s t o come i n contact 
w i t h them f o r they are a f i n e regiment, and w i l l do t h e i r duty, I t h i n k was a 
wise p l a n sending r e g u l a r troops t o enforce the d r a f t , f o r they would have 
fewer f r i e n d s . Dont you t h i n k I saw the body of Major Cromwell (Annie Bs husband) 
and never thought of him or d i d not know i t , u n t i l l I saw i t i n the Troy papers. 
C o l W i l l a r d s body was l a y i n g t h e r e , i n the same house, he was a s p l e n d i d o f f i c e r , 
but he never was l i k e d when at Hdqrs l a s t summer. When you any of you w r i t e t e l l 
me a l l who i s d r a f t e d i n Troy. I wish t h a t i t was p o s s i b l e t o d r a f t Gov Seymour, 
and he could not get r i d of coming, Capt Barnes has a b r o t h e r d r a f t e d , and he 
and some others are going to t r y through the i n f l u e n c e of t h e i r congressman 
to get assigned t o our company, I hope wont succede as Family i s a bad t h i n g i n 
m i l i t a r y . 

There has been a new Robertson a brother of Domine R,*-- i n camp f o r 
the past few days he has a son i n Co. I - orders have j u s t come t o move, so 
I must c l o s e , dont know f a r we are going but i n the d i r e c t i o n of Warrenton, 
probably as f a r as Rectertown. 

With love to a l l the f a m i l y and wishing to be remembered t o a l l f r i e n d s , 
I remain w i t h much l o v e . 

A f f e c t i o n a t e l y 

Your c o u s i n 

Waters 



We are s t i l l here, and as the R a i l r o a d i s i n running order, -we are 
able again t o hear the news and get a m a i l . I do not know how long we s h a l l 
remain, or where we s h a l l go when we do leave. Our f i r s t m a i l f o r a week r e c e i v e d 
to-day brought me one from L i b b i e and another from Em, and l o t s of News-papers. 
We heard of the "Troy R i o t " by way of the P h i l a d e l p h i a papers j u s t before we l e f t 
Maryland. 

C o l Crocker returned t o us n i g h t before l a s t , he spoke of seeing you, 
on the cars coming down from Cambridge. He s t a r t e d back t o New York to-day and 
Capts Swain 85 Wilson w i t h him and s i x men, they go to b r i n g on the quota of 
" d r a f t e d men" assigned t o the 93rd. He knew th a t Capt Barnes had been very 
anxious t o go home l a t e l y and so asked him i f he d i d not want to go, but the 
Capt thought he would not have time enough at home, and he might get a chance 
by-and-by. When he t o l d me, I asked him why he d i d not speak a word f o r me, 
he s a i d he would and went back t o see the C o l o n e l , and he s a i d i f he had 
spoke of i t when he was t a l k i n g to him before, t h a t I might j u s t as w e l l have 
gone. I should have l i k e d t o come j u s t now very much, but I guess i t i s a l l 
r i g h t and i t might prevent me from coming home next w i n t e r when I could make a 
longer say, and I do not apprehend i t w i l l be very pleasant b r i n g i n g down a 
l o t of c o n s c r i p t s , and they may not get home at a l l , s t i l l I t h i n k I would 
run the chance, f o r a few days i n Troy. 

I had a l e t t e r about two weeks ago from W i l l i a m he i s s t i l l i n 
Al e x a n d r i a d e t a i l e d i n the H o s p i t a l h i s h e a l t h was p r e t t y good but he i s 
t r o u b l e d w i t h l a r g e v e i n s i n h i s l e g s , which would u n f i t him f o r marching. I 
a l s o had a l e t t e r from Uncle Dan Braman, they are a l l w e l l up t o Westport, and 
the d r a f t has gone q u i e t l y on up t h e r e . Our 2nd L i e u t Jo L i t t l e has been 
promoted t o 1st L t , and our o r d e r l y t o 2nd L t of our Co, Jo i s put i n Co A, 
and w i l l be a good one any where. The young man (Fred Myer) who was up to Troy 
i s to be our o r d e r l y Sergeant, and I expect Captain Barnes w i l l be promoted t o 
Major soon, which w i l l give me chance. I dont b e l i e v e there i s or has 
been a regiment i n the f i e l d , f o r the time we have, w i t h so few promotions. 
A l l owing I suppose t o our being of so peacable a d i s p o s i t i o n , and what 
promotions have been made have been so there was no chance f o r me, and even 
wronging some who out-ranked me, but John S. does those t h i n g s about as he 
pl e a s e s . 

I was some what anxious to hear a l l the news about the r i o t i n Troy 
t o see i f any of my f r i e n d s s u f f e r e d from i t . I f I had known of t h e i r sacking 
M. I , Townsends House, I should have been more anxious. 

There has been no a l t e r a t i o n i n our p o s i t i o n here and I do not t h i n k 
t h a t the f i l l i n g up of the regiment w i l l cause any change to. be made, I dont 
much t h i n k I s h a l l get a chance t o come home again before Winter but I mean to 
then i f I l i v e . I t r u s t you have ere t h i s recovered from the e f f e c t s of the 
R i o t , f o r I know you must have worried t e r r i b l y about the f o l k s , and I hope 
such an occurance, so d i s g r a c e f u l l t o our c i t y and country w i l l not again happen. 



Remember me to Mr. Kerr 8s Mrs. K e r r , Mr 8s Mrs Jas Khowlson 8s f a m i l y , 
Mr 8s Mrs Robertson and a l l our f r i e n d s , and w i t h love t o a l l Aunt, Abbie, L i b , 
Em, K i l l , D e l i g h t , Eph, the c h i l d r e n and a l l , I remain, as ever, 

Your A f f e c t i o n a t e Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 



Your l a s t , and the s t i l l l a t e r a d d i t i o n of p a r t of Uncles l e t t e r are 
r e c e i v e d , I am pained t o hear of Uncles i n d i s p o s i t i o n , but hope i t i s only a 
temporary a t t a c k , from which he i s ere t h i s e n t i r e l y recovered. Ems l e t t e r came 
on the same day w i t h yours, but as yours was f i r s t w r i t t e n , i t i s f i r s t answered. 
We are s t i l l i n the same camp, from which I wrote t o Uncle Waters, but the 
Army appears t o be on the move, and the t a l k i s th a t we move to-morrow, rumor 
says, towards F r e d r i c k s b u r g , Another s t o r y i s t h a t we (the Army) i s t o h o l d the 
l i n e o f the l i n e of the Rappahannock, u n t i l l the d r a f t e d men, can be got here 
and d i s t r i b u t e d , there i s a l s o some t a l k , of troops coming here from the west. 
They are a l l camp s t o r i e s however, and not t o be r e l i e d on.. 

Just the few days we have been i n t h i s camp, has made i t look p r e t t y 
comfortable, f u l l as much so as our camp at Falmouth, t h i s i s the f i r s t l e t t e r 
t h a t has been w r i t t e n by me, on a t a b l e since the beginning of t h i s campaign. 

Was i t not a queer i d e a of C o l Crocker coming back, and the very next 
day d e t a i l i n g h i m s e l f t o go n o r t h a f t e r d r a f t e d men, when he had been away 
n e a r l y a month and a h a l f . I wanted t o come very much, and he s a i d t h a t i f I 
had spoken i n time I might j u s t as w e l l go as not. ( I dont b e l i e v e him though). 

There has been a regiment of I n f a n t r y here, ever since the 8th I n f t y 
went away, i t i s the 130 N. Y. V. they were ordered here t o take the place of the 
8th w h i l e they were gone t o New York, but Genl P a t r i c k would not r e c e i v e them, and 
they are here yet and two of our cos. are s t i l l doing the duty. The boys here 
s t a r t e d the s t o r y two or three times t h a t the 130th was to r e l i e v e us, but I dont 
b e l i e v e i t , and I know t h a t t h e i r C o l i s i n Washington t r y i n g t o get the Regiment 
changed t o c a v a l r y , and w i l l undoubtedly succede. 

Orders have j u s t come f o r us t o have s i x t y rounds of c a r t r i d g e s , that 
means business, the same orders are r e c e i v e d every time there i s fun ahead. But I 
am s o r r y t o say, t h a t a l l e x t r a c a r t r i d g e s i s s u e d t o the 93rd have t o be thrown 
away ( i n s t e a d of a t the enemy) a f t e r the men have c a r r i e d them i n t h e i r pockets 
f o r a few weeks. A l l there i s about i t , they mean, a move, and we are t o be pre­
pared f o r any emergency. I hope the ammunition wont be s p o i l t by c a r y - i n g t h i s time, 
We have some i n the boxes t h a t I would l i k e t o see out t o o . 

I hope you w i l l have a pleasant v i s i t up t o Greenwich, and you probably 
w i l l , i f you are w e l l y o u r s e l f . Remember me to a l l my f r i e n d s up i n the country. 
A l s o t o M i l l i e H. when you w r i t e . With love to a l l the f a m i l y i n Troy and e l s e ­
where. I remain w i t h love t o y o u r s e l f . 

A f f e c t i o n a t e l y 

Your coz. 

To L i b Waters 

Enclosed I send Photographs of Capts. Johnson & Smith of our Regt, the u n f i n i s h e d 
one you can paste on a card y o u r s e l f . W. 



Yours of the 20th u l t & a l s o the papers c o n t a i n i n g the f u l l accounts of 
the siege and surrender of the "Times" o f f i c e , together w i t h other g a l l a n t 
achievements of the non conscripts•> were re c e i v e d some time s i n c e . And i f any­
body had done any t h i n g t h a t would i n t e r e s t you I should have answered yours ere 
t h i s . 

At the present the Hdqrs remain t h i s side of the Rappahannock, w a i t i n g 
f o r the Rail-Road bridge (across t h a t stream) to be completed. We have a very 
n i c e place f o r our camp, but there i s no water f i t t o d r i n k w i t h i n m i l e s of us, 
and what we do get i s by d i g g i n g and s e t t i n g an empty cracker box i n the ground 
and w a i t i n g f o r i t t o f i l l up. You may imagine t h i s not a very f e r t i l e p a r t of 
V e r g i n i a , and you would t h i n k about r i g h t , t h i s whole township i s owned by a 
widow, and her house and one other comprise the v i l l i a g e . A l l t h i s cannot i n t e r e s t 
you however, n e i t h e r does i t any o f us enough to get us out of our t e n t s t h i s hot 
weather. 

The only f i g h t i n g l a t e l y , was on Saturday, j u s t beyond the r i v e r . We 
were about as near as we are l i k e l y t o get t h i s season, say nine m i l e s . One of 
the men who e n l i s t e d out of our Co. l a s t f a l l was k i l l e d and another wounded, bad 
investment f o r the one who got k i l l e d . I am i n hopes though t h a t the 93rd w i l l 
get a chance one of these days, to show t h e i r metal, they would not show t h e i r 
back t o the enemy e i t h e r . 

You dont know how much I wanted t o come home on the d e t a i l t h a t went a f t e r 
" d r a f t e d men", but i t was not to be, and I am j u s t as w e l l o f f , f o r now I can look 
forward to a longer v i s i t home next w i n t e r , and going j u s t now might i n t e r f e r e 
very s e r i o u s l y i n g e t t i n g a leave then, unless I got a s i c k l e a v e , and I never 
cou l d manage t o grunt enough f o r t h a t , nor do I want t o . 

You and L i b too, seem t o know a good de a l about t h a t g i r l i n New York. 
L i b has mentioned i t once or t w i c e , but I thought the t h i n g would die away, and 
so I made no r e p l y . But I t e l l you once f o r a l l , and f o r the i n f o r m a t i o n of 
M i s s Ginnie*- i f you l i k e , t h a t there i s no young l a d y i n New York t h a t I more 
admire or t h a t I h o l d i n any higher esteem t h a t Miss Ginnie h e r s e l f , does t h a t 
s a t i s f y you? 

Is K i l l drafted? Why dont some of you w r i t e who i s d r a f t e d i n and 
about Troy? or has mobocracy conquered, and the d r a f t f e l l through, I wish 
there was no exemption from i t , the bank and dry goods c l e r k s , are no b e t t e r 
t o come than any of us t h a t are here, send them along, t h e r e w i l l be enough f o r 
a l l t o do f o r the next year, and i f something e x t r a - o r d i n a r y i s not done, i t 
w i l l be years. 

Give my l o v e t o a l l the f o l k s over home. Remember me t o the f a i r young 
l a d i e s next door, and to Miss Ginnie the f a i r e s t . With " F o r t y rounds" of love 
f o r y o u r s e l f & K i l l I remain, 

A f f e c t i o n a t e l y , Your coz. 

(* Miss Getty? J.L.B.) 



Your l a s t I b e l i e v e I acknowledged through one to L i b b i e , since I 
wrote her we have been a t t h i s one camp, j u s t doing our r e g u l a r duty, and no 
more. The only occurance of any moment t o the 93 r d- was, "the a r r i v a l of the 
Paymaster, l a s t evening, and the r e c e i p t t h i s morning of our Pay f o r the months 
of May & June. 

Enclosed you w i l l please f i n d a check on the A s s i s t a n t Treasurer a t 
New York, payable to your order, f o r One hundred & Seventy D o l l a r s $170.00 of 
which $lp0.00-is f o r my account and the remaining $20 f o r McDonnell, w i t h t h i s 
exception, I wish you or one of the g i r l s would buy two woolen s h i r t s , good and 
f i n e , not very heavy ( f o r summer wear), pay f o r them and what i t costs t o send 
them by m a i l out of the $20 and c r e d i t the balance t o Peter, send them to me. 
The check i s dated J u l y 31st because the date was f i l l e d i n at Washington, but 
i t i s a l l r i g h t . 

C o l Crocker has not yet returned, but we are d a i l y expecting him. A l l 
the d r a f t e d men who have a r r i v e d at the Army, have given the o f f i c e r s i n charge 
of them a great d e a l of t r o u b l e . They w i l l soon get broke i n though, a f t e r they 
get f a i r l y s e t t l e d , as the o l d troops w i l l take pleasure i n making them "toe the 
s c r a t c h " . 

I dont know but I am j u s t as w e l l s a t i s f i e d , i n not coming home on the 
d e t a i l , as i t would probably put a stop on, my coming on a leav e , by & by. Capt 
Barnes has not yet succeded i n g e t t i n g home, nor do I b e l i e v e he w i l l , u n t i l l he 
sees what the chance i f f o r promotion of the Major, f a i l s t o connect. Our 2nd 
L t has been promoted t o 1st L i e u t of Co "A" and our Orderly sergeant t o 2nd 
L i e u t of our Company. 

With love t o a l l the f a m i l y , and k i n d remembrances f o r a l l f r i e n d s , I 
remain as ever, 

Your A f f . Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 

In h aste. 

P. S. W i l l w r i t e t o Abbie & t o Aunt H « i n a few days. 



This i s r a t h e r a l a t e day t o answer your l e t t e r , but the f a c t I s , there 
i s n o thing of i n t e r e s t t r a n s p i r i n g i n camp, but on the contrary we are having the 
very d u l l e s t time imaginable, nothing t o do, and no signs of doing anything. 

I wrote Uncle Waters the day the regiment was p a i d o f f , e n c l o s i n g a 
"Check" and i f i t has not a r r i v e d , please w r i t e immediatly, but I presume i t has, 
a l l r i g h t . 

We have a new era i n the 93r(3-. We had preaching l a s t Sunday and are 
to have i t henceforth, the way o f i t i s t h i s . The C h r i s t i a n Commission are to 
go w i t h Hdquarters i n f u t u r e , and arangements have been made t o have r e g u l a r 
s e r v i c e s on Sunday. The Commission have prayer meetings two or three times a 
week a t t h e i r t e n t , l a s t evening Capt Barnes i n v i t e d them over and had a meeting 
at our t e n t , and proposes t o have another to-morrow n i g h t . There are two 
m i n i s t e r s i n charge of the Commission, both of them P r e s b y t e r i a n s , they give 
books and papers t o the s o l d i e r s and have wines j e l l i e s e t c . f o r the s i c k , and 
wounded. 

Lt L i t t l e has j u s t j o i n e d us from Gettysburg, but we have l o s t him, 
by promotion t o 1st L t o f Co. A. I am r i g h t s o r r y he i s going too, f o r he i s 

wh i t e s t of the whole f a m i l y . 

There i s no signs of a move, and some o f the troops are being sent t o 
Ch a r l e s t o n , they are a p a r t of the Eleve n t h Corps. 

The h e a l t h of the regiment i s t i p - t o p , and my own i n p a r t i c u l a r , f o r 
which I am very t h a n k f u l . We have p r e t t y warm weather but as long as we are 
not' on the march I guess we can stand i t . 

That i s our o l d , who was dismissed the 
s e r v i c e . He was a s p l e n d i d o f f i c e r but perhaps none of the most l o y a l , no one 
here r e g r e t s i t at a l l . 

With love t o a l l , and k i n d remembrances to a l l f r i e n d s , I remain as 
ever, w i t h l o v e . 

Your a f f . Cousin 

Waters 



I have o n l y the same o l d s t o r y t o t e l l . Your l a s t from Greenwich was 
r e c e i v e d and read w i t h great p l e a s u r e . Also Uncle Waters l a s t . We are s t i l l 
i n the same camp, have two or three times had orders t o be ready t o move, but 
have not yet done so. Our movements depend e n t i r e l y on the enemys, as we have not 
f o r c e enough t o a t t a c k w i t h . There have a great many men gone from t h i s Army to 
Ch a r l e s t o n . I f we had moved a t a l l i t would have been back towards A l e x a n d r i a , 
probably as f a r as F a i r f a x Court House. 

We have had preaching the two l a s t Sundays, and are t o have i t 
r e g u l a r l y i n f u t u r e , as long as the C h r i s t i a n Commision continue w i t h us. They 
a l s o have prayer meetings every n i g h t . About three times a week i t has been at 
our t e n t , as Capt Barnes takes a l e a d i n g p a r t i n the movement, during the day 
the Commision v i s i t the s i c k , d i s t r i b u t e books and papers e t c . 

We have not heard a word d i r e c t from C o l Crocker since he went away 
so we do not know when he i s coming back, or what chance there i s f o r d r a f t e d 
men. I wish they would come along f o r then we would have men enough t o muster 
i n the l a t e l y appointed 2d L i e u t s but as the orders are now we cannot get ours 
mustered, although he holds the appointment from the governor of the s t a t e , and 
t h a t puts back two or three other promotions i n the company t h a t I am anxious 
t o see made. 

I wrote i n Mary 1s l e t t e r d e s i r i n g you to get me a dozen more Photographs, 
w i l l you do so, as I have promised q u i t e a number of the o f f i c e r s who have given 
me t h e i r s . I wish you would a l s o get me about s i x p a i r s of cotton socks and the 
same of white handkerchiefs, and send them by m a i l , and i f you would have them 
marked "W.W.B." I should be very much o b l i g e d . 

The papers a r r i v e r e g u l a r l y , and are g r a t e f u l l y r e c e i v e d j u s t now t h a t 
i t i s so d u l l i n camp. You remember who used t o l i v e next door the 
o l d e s t of the two boys, he was a c a p t a i n i n the I r a H a r r i s C a valry, but has been 
dismissed the s e r v i c e , f o r b e i n g absent from h i s regiment. He has been around 
our camp w i t h f o r the l a s t two or three weeks. 

Give my respects t o Miss N e l l i e H — , Remember me t o a l l the young 
f o l k s of my acquaintance t o Mr. Robertson & w i f e , Mr & Mrs K e r r , Mr & Mrs James 
Khowlson & f a m i l y , and t o the f r i e n d s i n general, and w i t h love t o Uncle, Aunt, 
Abbie, D e l i g h t , the c h i l d r e n , Em & K i l l and a l l the Washington Countians when 
you w r i t e I remain as ever. 

Your A f f . Cousin 

Waters 



Yesterday the bundle of s h i r t s , the handkerchiefs and socks, a l s o 
L i b b i e s l e t t e r c o n t a i n i n g the photographs a r r i v e d a l l safe, and a l l r i g h t , the 
s h i r t s were j u s t what was wanted, and the idea of having them marked w i t h h i s 
name pleased McD m i g h t i l y , L i b b i e wished me t o w r i t e immediately t o her 
on the r e c e i p t of the t h i n g s but I could not without making a bridge of your 
nose, so I w r i t e t o you f i r s t . 

We are s t i l l i n the same camp. Yesterday Genl Meade was the r e c i p i e n t 
of a s p l e n d i d present i n the shape of a magnificent sword. The p r e s e n t a t i o n was 
at the Hdqrs 3d d i v i s i o n of the 5th Corps (Genl Ms, o l d d i v i s i o n ) p r e t t y near 
a l l of us went up to the row, which was a very f i n e a f a i r . The sword was a 
s t r a i g h t one and i n l a i d blade w i t h two scabbards both gold mounted, the "dress 
scabbard" was h e a v i l y chased and the mountings set w i t h diamonds, and G. G. M. 
a l s o i n diamonds, the h i l t set w i t h r u b i e s . A sash, b e l t and p a i r of gold spurs 
a l s o went w i t h i t . The whole a f a i r passed o f f very p l e a s a n t l y , and a f t e r the 
speeches, we had a s p l e n d i d supper, and whiskey by the p a i l f u l l and champaigne 
by the dozen. P r e s i d e n t L — was expected down but none of the heads of depart­
ment came. Gov. C u r t i n of Pensylvania was t h e r e , and a great many other c i t i z e n s . 

On Wednesday evening L t Hubbell and myself was out i n the country 
about two m i l e s , and a f t e r we got out t h e r e , he t o l d me about f i v e g u e r i l l a s 
b e ing out there t h a t afternoon, I s a i d i f he had s a i d so before we l e f t camp I 
would not have come, but would not go back then, a f t e r we had spent the evening 
very p l e a s a n t l y where we went t o c a l l (there was two good l o o k i n g g i r l s there) 
we s t a r t e d back and when we got about J- m i l e on our r e t u r n some one from the 
fence on the s i d e of the road t o l d us to h a l t ; but we h a l t e d not, nor had we a 
chance (before they f i r e d 5 or 6 shots a t us) as we were g a l l o p i n g the horses 
p r e t t y f a s t then. A f t e r such a r e c e p t i o n we made up our minds they were 
g u e r i l l a s , and mean to stop we d i d not, L t H asked what we should do I t o l d him 
t o keep going, f o r I would sooner have a hole i n my coat then go t o Richmond, and 
we d i d go - but u n f o r t u n a t l y , or I guess f o r t u n a t e l y my horse stumbled and f e l l , 
and we r o l l e d over two or three times and the horse came up on top and me under, 
and before I could get up, I was surrounded by about a dozen chaps w i t h r e v o l v e r s , 
and not i n very p o l i t e terms t o l d to give myself up, I saw they were our men and 
t o l d them they had b e t t e r get the horse o f f of me f i r s t , and they d i d so and d i s ­
covered who I was. Some of them knew me a t once, and so a f t e r f i n d i n g I had no 
bones broken s t a r t e d f o r camp. When I got there met my company going out t o look 
f o r me as L t H had reported me k i l l e d , wounded and m i s s i n g , but they were r i g h t 
glad to f i n d I was n e i t h e r , except a game l e g f o r about 2k hours. The f a c t s 
were these, a man of the 2nd P.a. c a v a l r y , guard a t a house, was chased away by 
5 g u e r r i l a s i n the afternoon, and the men who f i r e d a t us were l o o k i n g out f o r 
and supposed we belonged t o the same p a r t y , they were there without the l e a s t 
orders from Hdqrs t o which they are attached, and we knowing there c o u l d be no 
p i c k e t s t h e r e , b e l i e v e d them to be g u e r r i l a s , . and they d i d us and thought they 
had one sure when they gobbled me. They f i r e d about 20 shots at us, and i f my 
horse had not f e l l would probably have h i t one of us o r both, when we got by 
them and they could shoot from behind, but the chances o f g e t t i n g h i t were very 
s m a l l w h ile we were going across t h e i r l i n e of f i r e . So ends t h a t a f a i r , I dont 
t h i n k we go out i n t o the country very o f t e n now, I t was a m i r a c l e one o f us d i d 
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not get h i t as i t was, some of the b a l l s came very c l o s e judging by the noise 
they made. There are some deserters being shot t o day i n the 5th Corps. Cap B -
has gone up t o see them shot, t h a t w i l l be the f a t e of a l l skedadlers h e r e a f t e r . 

With l o v e to a l l Uncle, Aunt, L i b Em K i l l , and a l l absent ones when 
you w r i t e . I remain w i t h love t o y o u r s e l f and respects to a l l f r i e n d s . 

Your A f f . Cousin 

Waters 

P. S. 
T e l l L i b t h a t Ems l e t t e r i s ahead of hers on the l i s t , but I w i l l t r y and 
answer them both t o morrow and next day. You need not t e l l my g u e r r i l l a s t o r y 
to every one. 

W 



Your good long l e t t e r from Wabash was duly and t h a n k f u l l y r e c e i v e d , not 
o n l y as i t conveyed the assurance of your safe a r r i v a l out t h e r e , and a l s o because 
I was and always am most g l a d to hear from you. I am r i g h t g l a d Eph i s doing 
so w e l l out west, and hope he w i l l continue to prosper. 

We have not moved camp a t a l l since I l a s t wrote home, n e i t h e r i s 
there immediate prospect of doing so. Day before yesterday there were 5, deserters 
shot over to the 5th Corps, they were a l l o f them s u b s t i t u t e s f o r d r a f t e d men, 
and a l l f o r e i g n o r s , two of them were p r o t e s t a n t s two c a t h o l i c s and one jew. 
Capt. Barnes went up but I d i d not. That i s the way we mean t o serve them a l l 
i n f u t u r e who cant see the f i g h t . 

I am again a c t i n g Q. M. as our Quartermaster has gone home on a 20 
day leave w i t h the f e v e r , and w i l l probably get h i s leave extended. A few days 
ago we had some photographs of the company taken, they are gone t o Washington 
t o be p r i n t e d , they are very good as a general t h i n g , I took very p o o r l y though. 
I am going t o send two o f them home t o keep, i f I ever get out of t h i s scrape. 
Two or three more of our o f f i c e r s have a touch of the f e v e r , but I am as w e l l as 
ever and hope to continue so. 

We d i d not have our u s u a l s e r v i c e s here yesterday, but the Commission 
h e l d f o r t h up to the 2nd P.a. Cavalry, but I d i d not go. 

I b e l i e v e I f o r g o t t o thank the g i r l s over home f o r g e t t i n g the 
dry-goods & p i c t u r e s , but I do now and they know I ment i t . 

We have as yet seen n o t h i n g of our d r a f t e d men, and s c a r c e l y heard 
of the d e t a i l , C o l C — i s reported dangerously i l l i n New York C i t y , and the 
r e s t are on R i k e r s I s l a n d , enjoying themselves w i t h poor f a r e and b r a c k i s h water. 
We have had very pleasant weather l a t e l y and q u i t e c o o l n i g h t s , were mustered 
today f o r two months pay, expect t o get i t i n about three weeks. 

Give my love t o a l l over the r i v e r , Uncle, Aunt, L i b , Abbie & a l l 
remember me to a l l of K i l l s f a m i l y over t o 4th S t . and t o a l l my acquaintances 
next door and elsewhere. And w i t h the kindest wishes f o r K i l l and y o u r s e l f , I 
remain as ever. 

Your A f f . Cousin 

Waters 

To Em 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 
Wear Germantown V.a. 
Sept 4th 1863 

Yours of the 25th and the two bundles of dry goods came to-gether and 
were a l l of them s a t i s f a c t o r y and I am much o b l i g e d to you a l l . I am glad 
you gave one t o May-Jane or i f you have not sent i t y e t , you may, w i t h my 
compliments. Enclosed I send two more Photographs of o f f i c e r s of the 93rd, 

I hope you w i l l conclude to go to Canada, f o r i t w i l l be such a n i c e 
chance to go and have a good v i s i t and be among f r i e n d s . I reed Uncle Waters 8s 
Ems l e t t e r yesterday. I have not as yet made any move about the s i g n a l corps 
but i f I do, w i l l c e r t a i n l y w r i t e . 

Capt Plum who was r e c e n t l y dismissed the s e r v i c e f o r absence from 
h i s command has been r e i n s t a t e d . I t h i n k some of going to Washington i n a 
few days t o look a f t e r some business of the Q, M, Department, but s h a l l not stay 
over a day or so. There i s not the s l i g h t e s t s i g n of a move of the Army, 
although there i s C a v a l r y and A r t i l l e r y moving more or l e s s a l l the time. Quite 
a number of our o f f i c e r s have got a s l i g h t touch of the Fever, but some how or 
other I escape a l l the i l l s t h a t others seem to i n h e r i t , and since I d i d not 
get k i l l e d the n i g h t the Pensylvania Cavalry thought we were g u e r r i l l a s , I 
t h i n k I s h a l l stand i t through a l l the r e s t . I have not been a day away from 
the Company since I came from home, and have been going to Washington about a 
dozen times. 

Remember me to a l l the Park Church f r i e n d s , and others, give my love 
to eph & D e l i g h t 8s the c h i l d r e n when you w r i t e and always remember me to 
any of the Washington County f o l k s . And w i t h love t o a l l at home I remain w i t h 
s i n c e r e regards f o r y o u r s e l f . 

Your A f f . Cousin 

Waters 

P. S. Have not heard a word from C a r r i e y e t . I wonder i f she w i l l say she has 
w r i t t e n . 

W — 



I n answer to your l e t t e r of the 30th which was t h a n k f u l l y r e c e i v e d , 
I have hut l i t t l e news t o w r i t e . I have been and now am a c t i n g quartermaster 
and have done nothing about the S i g n a l Corps as y e t . There i s another p r o j e c t 
on f o o t , Maj Ludlow, one of the Genls a i d s , i s t o have command of a regiment 
of p i c k e d men from the d r a f t e d c o l o r e d troops to form the 1st c o l c a v a l r y , and 
designs having p i c k e d o f f i c e r s who understand the i n f a n t r y d r i l l p e r f e c t l y . 
C o l B r i t t e n recommended me t o him, without my knowledge, or consent and wants me 
to see the Maj, and see what the prospect i s . I dont l i k e the idea very w e l l 
myself, although I consider i t p e r f e c t l y honorable to command any troops i n the 
s e r v i c e of the United S t a t e s , (without regard t o c o l o r ) and the c a v a l r y s e r v i c e 
would be f a r p r e f e r r a b l e t o I n f a n t r y . 

Yesterday I went over t o the 2d corps t o the 125th N. Y. and had a 
very pleasant c a l l . I saw L t Sheldon you remember who used to keep books i n the 
M. & M, bank, he enquired a f t e r your h e a l t h , as d i d a l s o C o l C r a n d e l l . We had 
church yesterday i n the morning. About a l l the d i g n a t a r i e s of Hdqrs were present. 

I wish you would buy me two woolen s h i r t s about the same q u a l i t y as 
sent t o McD - but more fancy i f p o s s i b l e , such s h i r t s as those you sent cost 
here about $̂ .50, send them as soon as convenient by m a i l get them w i t h the 
longest sleeve p o s s i b l e , and about 15J inches around the neck. 

Enclosed I send L i b b i e another Photograph to keep f o r me, i t i s of a 
splend young f e l l o w who came out as o r d e r l e y sergeant now 1st L t . I had a l e t t e r 
from Eph and a l s o one from Mary day before yesterday. Eph seems t o f e e l w e l l , 
and I r e a l l y hope h i s success w i l l meet h i s most sanguine hopes. 

I thank you f o r your good advice, and k i n d wishes f o r my f u t u r e 
p r o s p e r i t y , and hope I s h a l l ever prove myself worthy of them. With Love to a l l 
and k i n d rememberances to a l l my f r i e n d s young and o l d , I remain as ever. 

G r a t e f u l l y 

Your A f f Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 

What do you t h i n k of the dark complexioned c a v a l r y , f o r I dont know but I may 
make up my mind t o go i n i t . 

Yours T r u l y 

W — 



Again from "Camp near Germantown" I have the pleasure of answering 
your l a s t f a v o r . I hope K i l l has not only recovered from h i s i l l n e s s , hut a l s o 
from the burns on h i s hand, you d i d have a narrow escape s u r e l y . I would 
sooner been k i l l e d by the Sham G u e r r i l l a s , than had you burned to death i n t h a t 
or any other way, i t would have been awful. I t was l u c k y K i l l was on hand, I f e a r 
you would have got burned some sure i f he had not. 

The papers c o n t a i n i n g the l i s t of " d r a f t e d " a r r i v e d on time, and you 
cant imagine the pleasure i t gives the s o l d i e r s t o read the names of the ones 
they know, t h a t have drawn a l u c k y t i c k e t . I only wish the $300.00 clause was 
s t r i c k e n out of the c o n s c r i p t i o n a c t , f o r we are g e t t i n g but very few men from the 
d r a f t . I t cant be t h a t the whole n o r t h i s d i s l o y a l or cowards, but i t does 
seem t o me t h a t there i s a great many more exempt than there i s f i t subjects 
f o r i t . 

I had a l e t t e r from Mary W. i n which she s a i d they were going to 
housekeeping i n Wabash as soon as the house Eph had h i r e d could be papered & 
p a i n t e d , I guess they dont l i k e i t p r e t t y w e l l out t h e r e , they are not at 
t h e i r grandpas now by a good s i g h t , but I t h i n k from Ephs l e t t e r t a h t he has a 
prospect of doing w e l l , and so they w i l l have to be contented and I hope he w i l l 
succede too. I answered h i s l e t t e r to-day. 

There i s nothing of i n t e r e s t t r a n s p i r i n g i n the Army of the Potomac. 
"Waiting f o r d r a f t e d men" i s the s t o r y now, and I guess we w i l l wait f o r some 
time t o come, unless Genl Lee takes i t i n t o h i s secesh head t o a t t a c k us. 

We are a l l beginning t o t h i n k of furloughs again, but the prospect i s 
t h a t "ten day leaves" w i l l be the f a s h i o n , t h i s f a l l and w i n t e r . I t h i n k I 
s h a l l have a severe a t t a c k of "twenty days on the b r a i n " , when my t u r n comes, i t 
w i l l probably be two or three months from now though, t e n days would be most t o 
short a time t o come home i n e s p e c i a l l y i f I should have t o stay a day or so i n 
New York C i t y (to see Bob of course) but i f I should happen t o have t o go over i n t o 
"the l a n d o f steady h a b i t s and wooden nutmegs" v i z Connecticut, I dont know what 
good t e n days would be t h e r e . 

I have not gone i n t o the S i g n a l Corps y e t , f o r two reasons, the f i r s t 
i s because I have not a p p l i e d , and the second i s I dont know as I s h a l l apply, 
but i f I do I w i l l w r i t e , i t i s a s p l e n d i d branch of the s e r v i c e and l e s s 
dangerous, than being i n even the 93rd regiment, of b l o o d l e s s n o t o r i e t y . 

With love to a l l the f a m i l y over the r i v e r , and k i n d rememberances t o 
a l l f r i e n d s , I am w i t h the best wishes f o r the happiness of y o u r s e l f and K i l l . 

Your A f f . cousin 



Your l e t t e r and a l s o the papers c o n t a i n i n g the d r a f t , a r r i v e d s a f e l y . 
You are doubtless aware of the move i n t h i s army, t h a t began i n a reconnoisance 
b i d s f a i r t o r e s u l t i n a very l i v e l y campaign. HdQuarters moved t o t h i s p l a c e 
yesterday, and we have been ready a l l day t o go on f u r t h e r and now expect t o do 
so i n the morning, there i s more or l e s s f i g h t i n g i n f r o n t a l l the time gener­
a l l y r e s u l t i n g i n the Rebs f a l l i n g back, and our f o r c e s advancing. This i s an 
e n t i r e l y new p a r t of the country f o r us, and looks much b e t t e r than any we have 
before v i s i t e d . 

Uncle Waters speaks i n h i s l a s t of your being I n Montreal, how d i d you 
f i n a l l y manage i t ? I hope you had a pleasant time up t h e r e . When you w r i t e t e l l 
me a l l about i t , and how the "people" f e e l up there about the war? 

We are d a i l y expecting the r e t u r n of our p a r t y which went n o r t h f o r 
c o n s c r i p t s , i f they get any, There i s no danger of g e t t i n g g u e r r i l l a d i n t h i s 
country f o r we cant r i d e 18 m i l e s t o see the very best of V i r g i n i a " C a l i c o " , and 
we have not got acquainted around here y e t . 

One day l a s t week I sent two Photographs of the Company to Troy by 
m a i l i f they a r r i v e I would l i k e t o have them kept p r e t t y n i c e . I f o r g o t t o 
w r i t e when I sent them, my own p i c t u r e s are mizerable but most of the Company 
are good. We have had some taken since of a l l the o f f i c e r s i n a groupe and I 
t h i n k they w i l l be s p l e n d i d p i c t u r e s , my own are much b e t t e r than i n the company 
ones. I w i l l send a couple of them home when they come. 

I have had a horse t o r i d e on the l a s t march and I must say I p r e f e r 
i t most de c i d e d l y to w a l k i n g . We have good water where we are now and a n i c e 
pond t o bathe i n , the water was so poor at Germantown t h a t a great many of the 
men were g e t t i n g the f e v e r and we had to send a good many o f f to Washington 
before we s t a r t e d , my own h e a l t h was never better., L t F u l l e r ' s (the Q. M.) time 
i s up tomorrow but I expect he w i l l get an extension of l e a v e , probably f o r 
f i f t e e n days more. I hope the Army w i l l do i t s h e a v i e s t marching by t h a t time, 
so I can r i d e , I could do i t when on duty w i t h the company, but would f e e l 
r a t h e r ashamed t o l e t them march without being w i t h them, and I b e l i e v e I can do 
i t too, as w e l l as any o f them, many a time have I c a r r i e d a gun f o r one and 
another t h a t d i d not f e e l w e l l . 

You b e t t e r b e l i e v e i t i s gay fun being on the road w i t h the t r a i n , 
e s p e c i a l l y when the whole army i s moving c l o s e to-gether, such jaming and 
crowding you never d i d see, some swearing too o c c a s i o n a l l y by 'way of v a r i e t y , 
the sharpest man gets along the f a s t e s t . We go along w i t h Hdqrs t r a i n so a l l 
we have to do I s t o keep our p l a c e and keep up. We got i n t o camp l a s t n i g h t 
about t e n o,clock, about 9 o.clock I had a wheel come of one of my waggons, i n 
j u s t the worst p o s s i b l e p l a c e , and the wagon loaded w i t h two tons of forage, d i d 
not we have a sweet o l d time g e t t i n g the wheel on again, i t occasioned some loud 
swearing j u s t behind us, but we soon got f i x e d , and got out of the way soon a f t e r , 
We have got a t i p - t o p good, t r a i n a l l s i x m i l e teams and f i r s t r a t e d r i v e r s t o them, 
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and the ambulances too, I cant say I r e a l l y l i k e the Q, M, department though, 
i f e v e r y t h i n g a i n t up to time the Q. M. catches r a t s , I never had any t r o u b l e 
i n my d i f f e r a n t experiences, but have seen a good d e a l of i t though. 

Give my love t o a l l Uncle, Aunt, Em & K i l l , and a l l the absent 
ones when the occasion o f f e r s , remember me t o a l l my f r i e n d s , my regards to the 
feminine p o r t i o n , and w i t h much love and e t e r n a l o b l i g a t i o n s t o y o u r s e l f , and 
a l l the f a m i l y f o r t h e i r many a c t s o f kindness, I remain as ever. 

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e , 

Cousin Waters 

To Cousin L i b 



The present time f i n d s us a l i t t l e nearer Richmond than when I l a s t 
wrote t o you, hut the prospect i s about the same, i n regard t o s t a y i n g some 
time i n the present camp, as i t was i n the camp near Germantown, and a l i t t l e 
more so i f anything. The Rebels are i n strong f o r c e behind strong earth-works 
j u s t across the Rapiden and I doubt i f Genl Meade has a s u f f i c i e n t f o r c e t o 
d r i v e them out, perhaps we may go down t o F r e d r i c k s b u r g , but I very much doubt 
our w i n t e r i n g much nearer Richmond than t h a t p l a c e . 

Yours of the 10th i n s t came s a f e l y t o hand, a l s o Abbies and the next 
day the S h i r t s which are j u s t the t h i n g . I could not have s u i t e d myself b e t t e r 
had I been t h e r e , I gave $4,25 f o r some the S u t l e r brought down, which I thought 
very n i c e as indeed they were but cant begin w i t h the ones from home, I should 
not have l i k e d the gay c o l o r e d ones Abbie wrote about, what I meant by "fancy" 
was something neat and t a s t y and they are j u s t the t h i n g . I have been o f f e r e d 
s i x d o l l a r s f o r one of them but I would not take i t , I am very much o b l i g e d t o 
Abbie f o r her t r o u b l e and w i l l never f o r g e t i t , and the thousand other f a v o r s 
from Troy. 

About the Colored C a v a l r y I have heard nothing s i n c e I wrote t o you. 
The Regiment i s to be r a i s e d i n Genl Banks department, a l l p i c k e d men from 
f i f t e e n regiments of I n f a n t r y , and Major Ludlow of the S t a f f has been o f f e r e d the 
command and the s e l e c t i o n o f the o f f i c e r s , but he on l y accepted c o n d i t i o n a l l y , 
and has not as yet heard anything from i t . I do not t h i n k any more f a v o r a b l y 
of i t than you do but the regiment would be a sp l e n d i d regiment, and he has been 
promised by the War Department t h a t every pains should be taken i n uniforming and 
equiping them i n gay s t y l e . Your notions of a proper grade of command, necessary 
to compensate one f o r such a s e r v i c e , are ra t h e r l a r g e , how many of the s i x 
hundred and over o f f i c e r s examined as candidates f o r commissions i n the co l o r e d 
troops have got any such h i g h p o s i t i o n s ? There has been passed the board and 
appointed 3 Colonels 5 L i e u t C o l s , & 8 Majors, about 30 Captains and about 150 
L i e u t s , the r e s t sent back t o t h e i r o l d regiments, so you see th a t poor as the 
s e r v i c e i s , how few have reached the top rounds of the la d d e r , and I know of 
p l e n t y of f i e l d o f f i c e r s who now h o l d captains commissions i n the U. S. Cold. 
I n f a n t r y . The Horse i s a l l t h a t takes my eye. About the danger, I t h i n k w i t h 
you, i t i s s l i g h t l y more so than the 93rd, but w i t h you I t h i n k t h a t i f I 
i n t e n d s t a y i n g i n the s e r v i c e , I should take every o p p o r t u n i t y f o r promotion, and 
t o get t h a t there must be some danger, and i t i s not l i k e l y t o be met here so 
near the baggage t r a i n s , the snap of a d r i v e r s whip does not a f f e c t the nerves 
of Captains and F i e l d O f f i c e r s , enough t o make a great many vacancies by r e ­
s i g n i n g , and i t c e r t a i n l y does not k i l l . S t i l l I s h a l l do nothing about the 
matter without t h i n k i n g i t over p r e t t y thoroughly, and the p r o b a b i l i t y now i s 
t h a t I s h a l l never hear any more about i t myself, 

I dont know about our changing our s u t l e r of f o r a new one, you know 
our o l d one was one of the Crockers, and being one of the f a m i l y , d i d j u s t as 
he pleased, came t o the regiment when he pleased, ( g e n e r a l l y about pay day). 
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brought what he pleased, and charged d i t t o , a l l of which f a i l e d t o give s a t i s ­
f a c t i o n t o the regiment. Of course when the C o l was here we could do nothing 
and so when we got him away, we advised him (the s u t l e r ) t o s e l l out, or 
leave by be i n g e x p e l l e d , he chose the former, and now we have the best one i n 
the army. 

With Love to a l l the f a m i l y a t home or abroad, and k i n d remembrances 
t o a l l f r i e n d s , I am as ever. 

Your A f f e c t i o n a t e Nephew 

Waters W. Braman. 



Your l a s t l e t t e r I found a w a i t i n g my r e t u r n from Washington, I l e f t 
here on F r i d a y morning i n charge of a guard of kO men and 119 r e b e l l i o u s 
p r i s o n o r s , which I d e l i v e r e d s a f e l y i n Washington the same noon, and s t a i d 
t h ere t h a t day and the next, r e t u r n i n g t o camp Sunday morning. I had a l s o 
to get goods, stored l a s t s p r i n g , and b r i n g them on to the regiment, so my 
time was p r e t t y w e l l taken up i n t h a t c i t y . I t was my f i r s t absence from 
the regiment since my r e t u r n from home, and I should not have cared to go 
then, but f o r the demoralized c o n d i t i o n of my wardrobe, and now I am r i g g e d 
f o r any emergency. I suppose you have heard of the M c C l e l l a n T e s t i m o n i a l . I t 
was a paper c i r c u l a t e d throughout t h i s army f o r s u b s c r i b e r s , the amount of 
which was l i m i t e d t o t e n cents f o r every p r i v a t e , twenty f i v e cents f o r every 
sergeant and one d o l l a r f o r L i e u t s , one 8c a h a l f f o r Capts, three d o l l a r s f o r 
Major 8c L t C o l , f i v e d o l l a r s f o r C o l s , t e n f o r one s t a r and twenty f o r two 
s t a r s . The papers were signed almost unanimously by t h i s army, but the War 
Department put a stop t o i t , and are l o o k i n g a f t e r the l e a d i n g r a s c a l who s t a r t e d 
the papers, they have even ordered C o l Davis, Asst Inspector General of the 
Army, to r e p o r t to Santa Fee, New Mexico, and reduced him t o h i s o l d rank of 
Major i n the r e g u l a r Army, f o r b e i n g one of the leaders a t Hdqrs, being one of 
the s t a f f o f f i c e r s t e m p o r a r i l y of the 93rd, i t f e l l t o me t o c i r c u l a t e the 
papers i n t h i s regiment, which I d i d w i t h the greatest p l e a s u r e , and succeded 
beyond the most sanguine e x p e c t a t i o n . I s h a l l send the papers home and keep 
them as soon as I get through refunding the money, and you can then see the 
meaning of i t . I t was not as some t h i n k at a l l p o l i t i c a l but merely a t e s t i ­
monial of the deep respect of the Army of the Potomac f o r a g a l l a n t s o l d i e r and 
t h e i r best f r i e n d . 

I r e c e i v e d L i b b i e s l a s t w i t h the l a t e s t news i n f u l l from Her 
Majestys Dominions, t h i s s i d e of the A t l a n t i c , and s h a l l attemp t o answer i t 
soon. 

T e l l Uncle Waters t h a t I r e c e i v e d the o f f e r from Mrss. W, W. & P, 
and the boots w i l l be ordered i n a few days probably tomorrow. 

I expect Tom F u l l e r back tomorrow, which w i l l r e l i e v e me from the 
arduous d u t i e s of A c t g . R. Q. M. I t h i n k i t i s about my t u r n t o be s i c k f o r 
twenty days. 

There i s l e s s signs than ever of a move, sin c e the sending o f f of the 
11 8s 12th corps to r e i n f o r c e Rosekrans. 

With love to a l l the F a m i l y and the k i n d e s t regards t o a l l f r i e n d s , 
I remain w i t h love t o y o u r s e l f 8s K i l l , 

Your A f f . Cousin 

Waters 

To Cousin Em 



Dear Cousins Abbie & L i b b i e , 

Your l e t t e r s I r e c e i v e d at Culpepper, L i b b i e s j u s t a f t e r I had 
•written t o her, and I answer both together f o r the prospect i s t h a t -we s h a l l 
be on the move and I s h a l l not get a chance t o answer them separately ere 
I r e c e i v e one from home, I have been t r y i n g t o get a chance t o w r i t e d i r e c t 
t o Aunt H but there i s always some-ones to answer, and t h a t i s the reason I 
have not. Yesterday the whole Army f e l l back to the l i n e of the Rappahannock, 
Hdqrs of course, and we are now encamped about a m i l e on t h i s s i d e . The move­
ment was not a r e t r e a t , but r a t h e r a s t r a t e g i c move, f o r our army have to-day 
advanced again and so f a r have whipped the enemy. The f i g h t i n g was very heavy 
j u s t at n i g h t and w i l l undoubtedly be resumed i n the morning. I t h i n k the 
move was to draw the enemy out of h i s strong entrenchments a t the Rapidan and 
i f p o s s i b l e beat him i n an open f i e l d , I t h i n k a l s o i t i s w i t h a view to the 
P o l i t i c a l e f f e c t on the coming e l e c t i o n s i n Pen s y l v a n i a , which e f f e c t would 
undoubtedly be great should we be s u c c e s s f u l l y as there i s every reason to hope. 

There i s some t a l k of our regiment r e i n l i s t i n g i n the Veteran Corps 
f o r three years more. I f they do i t w i l l probably be done next month, and i f 
so, I am going i n f o r i t . I t h i n k about tw o - t h i r d s of the men would r e i n l i s t . 
Should we do so i t would be on c o n d i t i o n t h a t we could go to the State of New 
York to r e c r u i t and reo r g a n i z e , and t h a t together w i t h the bounty o f f e r e d by 
the government would make I t very f a i r f o r the men who do so r e i n l i s t . 

I am w e l l as ever i n my l i f e . Tom F u l l e r has returned and I am ex 
R. Q. M, was on guard l a s t n i g h t f o r the f i r s t time i n over two months, hard 
i s i t not? I have given up a l l i dea of the Cold, c a v a l r y . Enclosed I send 
L i b b i e three Photographs one of them not e x a c t l y a m i l i t a r y one but I wish 
t o preserve i t n e v e r - t h e - l e s s . I t i s the w i f e of L t Cooper of the 10 N. J . V. 
Adjutent of the provost Guard i n Washington, he always stays w i t h me when he 
comes down t o the Army, and I c a l l e d on him l a s t s p r i n g and the l a s t time I was 
i n Washington, h i s w i f e i s a very l o v e l y l a d y . I w r i t e a l l t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n 
so you wont t h i n k i t i s any beaux of my own. I t h i n k I sent a p i c t u r e of her 
husband home from Falmouth soon a f t e r my r e t u r n from Troy. 

There i s no chance a t Hdqrs, our Regiment s t i l l do the e n t i r e duty, 
and there i s but l i t t l e prospect of the 8th I n f a n t r y ever r e t u r n i n g t o us 
here. We have a new "Commandant of the p o r t " , i t i s C o l S c h r i v e r you remember 
the Capt S c h r i v e r who used to l i v e down on the Park - i t i s him, and a very 
n i c e man. 

With love t o Uncle, Aunt, Em, K i l l , C a r r i e , Job, Lyd, Joe, and to 
Uncle W i l l i a m and Aunt Roby and t o a l l the other members of the f a m i l y , and 
k i n d remembrances t o a l l f r i e n d s , I remain as ever 

Your a f f coz. 

Waters 

To Cousins Abbie & L i b b i e 

S h a l l send the P i c t u r e s of groups of o f f i c e r s i n a day or two. W 
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Dear Aunt & Uncle, 

Since I wrote to L i b & Abbie, we have been c o n t i n u a l l y on the move, 
backwards, forwards, t o the r i g h t , & t o the l e f t , & every way, but a l l the 
moves have amounted to but l i t t l e every time our Army has gained a p o s i t i o n i n 
which Genl Meade was w i l l i n g t o f i g h t , the Rebs d i d not want t o & v i s a v e r sa, 
whenever we have had a brush we have beaten them however. I was on duty the 
same day I wrote t o L i b & Abbie, and the next morning was placed i n charge of 
the d e t a i l f o r moving camp and a f t e r we had got s t a r t e d the main t r a i n was 
ordered t o go one way, and ei g h t wagons belonging to the Genl & S t a f f t o go to 
the f r o n t , and I was ordered t o go w i t h them, and so have been on duty ever 
s i n c e . The regiment i s down t o F a i r f a x C. H. w i t h the r e s t of the t r a i n , 
we have been i n s i g h t o f a l l the s k i r m i s h i n g f o r the past few days and have 
c o n s t a n t l y hoped t o see a b i g b a t t l e . I f Genl Lee had got here t o C e n t r e v i l l e 
ahead of us I dont know what would have been the r e s u l t but as i t i s , I t h i n k 
Genl Meade i s w i l l i n g and anxious t o f i g h t here or anywhere between here and the 
Rapidan, today the Rebs are s a i d t o be i n f o r c e on our r i g h t , and troops are 
moving a c c o r d i n g l y but I dont t h i n k there w i l l be any f i g h t , and I should not 
be s u r p r i s e d i f we were down t o Culpepper or Falmouth i n l e s s than a week. 
The Army i s i n sp l e n d i d s p i r i t s and anxious f o r a f i g h t , I came away from the 
regiment so unexpectedly t h a t 1 d i d not b r i n g any t h i n g t o eat or a s i n g l e 
b l a n k e t , but by the kindness of f r i e n d s , I d i d not s u f f e r . I had a l e t t e r 
from Em day before yesterday, and a whole batch of papers Troy, N. Y. and 
Harpers Weekly, by the same m a i l . I dont know when the regiment w i l l 
r e j o i n us, c e r t a i n l y not t i l l the $ r a i n does, I guess t h i s move has k i l l e d 
the Veteran Corps i n the 93*"d, I am sure I dont care which way i t i s , whether 
we serve our time out, or go i n f o r three years more. 

We have as yet seen nothing of the Co l o n e l or our c o n s c r i p t s and 
be g i n t o doubt our g e t t i n g any. The news from the Pensylvania & Ohio E l e c t i o n s 
g i v e s general s a t i s f a c t i o n i n the Army. 

With love t o a l l , I remain as ever, your A f f Nephew-

Waters 



Your l a s t of the 11th i n s t found me on the way from, and I now 
w r i t e you on the way towards the enemy. We have today marched over and are 
t o n i g h t encamped on the B a t t l e f i e l d s of B u l l Run. O c c a s i o n a l l y along the 
road we saw graves of s o l d i e r s w i t h an arm or a f o o t s t i c k i n g out, i n some a 
head and i n others where n e a r l y whole skeletons were uncovered by the a c t i o n of 
the elements, so s l i g h t l y had they been covered w i t h e a r t h . Right near our 
camp i s a house, near which one of our L i e u t s was wounded and i n which house 
he l a y . And t o - n i g h t j u s t a f t e r our camp was p i t c h e d I met a L i e u t who used to 
be on "Provost duty" at White house w i t h me, (he i s from the P.a. reserves) 
and was h i m s e l f l o o k i n g over the ground where t h e i r Regt fought and he was 
wounded i n the l a s t " B u l l Run". 

Our whole t r a i n i s up w i t h us again and of course the whole regiment 
i s here too, I was r i g h t g l a d to r e j o i n the company again, and i t seems almost 
l i k e home t o be back w i t h the Captain. We expect t o go to Warrenton V.a, 
tomorrow, and from thence depends on the movements, and convenience of the 
.Johnny Rebs. 

We are a l l rejoyced over the e l e c t i o n s i n Pensylvania and Ohio, and 
now only want to hear from the Empire State to make the v i c t o r y complete. What 
do you a l l t h i n k of the New C a l l of the P r e s i d e n t f o r three hundred thousand 
volunteers? We t h i n k i t i s a n i c e i n t r o d u c t i o n t o the next d r a f t and j u s t the 
t h i n g , f o r although a l l our armies are i n good c o n d i t i o n s and s p i r i t s , and can 
whip a s u p e r i o r number of Rebels, i n a f a i r f i e l d , i t i s c e r t a i n t h a t more men 
are going to be r e q u i r e d , before t h i s contract i s f i n i s h e d , 

I wrote t o Mary the same day I r e c e i v e d yours, and the f a c t i s I was 
n e g l i g e n t i n not answering hers, but not i n t e n t i o n a l l y so. 

I r e c e i v e d L i b b i e s t o n i g h t and w i l l answer soon, so as t o keep you 
a l l posted as to our whereabouts, and s a f e t y . We d i d have a l i v e l y time 
coming here, and i f Lee had got around and ahead of us there would have been a 
t e r r i b l e f i g h t c e r t a i n , before we l o s t our t r a i n s , as i t was, the o l d "second 
Corps" taught them a l e s s o n (they wont fo r g e t ) a t B r i s t o w s t a t i o n , and they d i d 
not l i k e t o t r y our p o s i t i o n a t C e n t r e v i l l e , and so we are here, and " s h a l l see 
what we s h a l l see". The Army are a l l confident i n Genl Meade, and h i s a b i l i t y 
t o get them out of any scrape they get i n t o . L u c k i l y we have had f i n e warm 
weather, although considerable r a i n . 

You make out West Troy t o be q u i t e a r e s p e c t a b l e place w i t h you 
4 "Horse R a i l r o a d s " , " I r o n b r i d g e s " and Elopements. 

Give my love t o a l l over home, and k i n d remembrances t o a l l f r i e n d s 
of the f a m i l y and my own o l d & young, male & shemale. And w i t h the kindest 
l o v e and regards f o r y o u r s e l f & K i l l , b e l i e v e me. 



You seem to t h i n k I d i d not appreciate your second l e t t e r , you are 
t e r r i b l y mistaken though, i t must have been from something I wrote, but what­
ever i t was, was o n l y i n e x p l a n a t i o n o f my w r i t i n g a double l e t t e r , and t h a t 
was because we were on the march and expected to be f o r some days and I knew 
I should have others from home t o answer, and there would be but few chances, 
but as f o r g i v i n g you the idea t h a t your second l e t t e r was at a l l unwelcome, 
I never intended and you should know b e t t e r . 

We are encamped almost on the very ground t h a t M c C l e l l a n took leave 
of us on, t h i s makes our t h i r d camp "near Warrenton", I dont much b e l i e v e 
the s t o r i e s about M c C l e l l a n t h a t the papers p u b l i s h , should they prove t r u e , 
although the army would s t i l l regard him w i t h the respect due to our best 
general, s t i l l he would be very much lowered i n t h e i r o p i n i o n as a man, f o r 
nothing could give b e t t e r s a t i s f a c t i o n t o the army than the r e s u l t of the l a t e 
e l e c t i o n s . 

About t h a t p i c t u r e I sent home w i t h the others - by the way, d i d I 
send three besides the young lady? I c e r t a i n l y must have sent t h a t one by 
mistake. I happened to have i t i n my pocket i t was given to me by the young 
l a d i e s b r o t h e r the n i g h t before j u s t as we were about l e a v i n g Culpepper. I 
dont know what possessed the f a i r damsel t o send i t to me. You remember a young 
miss who c a l l e d t o see me (and l e f t a bundle t o b r i n g to her brother) when I 
was home l a s t w i n t e r , t h a t i s supposed to be the o r i g i n a l of the p i c t u r e , which 
you can keep, you need not put i t w i t h my m i l i t a r y p i c t u r e though. I could 
not t h i n k a t f i r s t what you ment by the other p i c t u r e , f o r I had not missed the 
p i c t u r e a t a l l , and as f o r her being a beaux of mine, t h a t i s a thundering 
b i g " a i n t so", she may know why she sent i t , but the ways of the sex are very 
strange. And I dont pretend t o fathom them, but enough of t h a t . I wish you 
would send me a photograph of Uncle & Aunt and I w i l l f i n d a way t o keep them 
here and as long as I l i v e , i f p o s s i b l e . I f Uncle Wm & Aunt P o l l y have not 
gone home, you may give them one of mine, and get some more f o r me. I wish 
you would get me another dozen anyway, not to exchange w i t h Miss W - but to 
give t o f r i e n d s i n the Army. 

I had a l e t t e r from Bob Getty t o - n i g h t , the f i r s t i n about f i v e or s i x 
months, I was bound not t o w r i t e u n t i l l he d i d . 

We are l i k e l y t o stay here some days, as the Rebs destroyed the 
r a i l - r o a d from B r i s t o n S t a t i o n t o Rappahannock s t a t i o n , and i t w i l l take some 
days t o r e p a i r . There i s v a r i o u s opinions as t o the Generalship of Genl Mead 
throughout t h i s l a s t move, but the general one seems t o be t h a t he d i d a l l f o r 
the b e s t , and t h a t had he not done j u s t as he d i d , we should have s u f f e r e d 
t e r r i b l y i n l o s s of men and t r a i n s . Genl Mead was w i l l i n g t o f i g h t them and 
o f f e r e d b a t t l e two or three times but they d i d not appear t o l i k e our p o s i t i o n , 
the morning a f t e r I wrote to them our t r a i n s were ordered back i n a n t i c i p a t i o n 
of a f i g h t on the o l d B u l l Run ground, and we moved back about a m i l e but nary 
f i g h t , and so we came on here. We had a f i n e chance t o look over the B a t t l e 
ground of two of our l a r g e s t f i g h t s , and i t i s f e a r f u l l to see the d e s t r u c t i o n 
and d e s o l a t i o n , the country i s a l l l a i d waste and run w i l d , and I shot p i g s i n 
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the woods th a t have run w i l d f o r want of owners, and human hones are t o he 
seen i n every d i r e c t i o n . They dont appear t o have dug any graves i n those 
days hut j u s t thrown d i r t over them as they l a y where they were k i l l e d , and 
the d i r t being taken from beside the body, leaves a hollow and the r a i n 
washes the e a r t h r i g h t back i n t o the hol e , from o f f the body. I t was probably 
the Rebs who d i d the undertaking and they appear t o have used both sides 
a l i k e i n h u r r y i n g , such i s war'. 

With love t o Uncle Aunt, Abbie, Em, K i l l , C a r r i e , Job, Lyd, Joe, 
and t o a l l the Washington Co f o l k s and t o E. B, & f a m i l y when you w r i t e , I am 
w i t h the kindest regards f o r y o u r s e l f . 

Your a f f coz. 

Waters 

P. S. Remember me t o a l l f r i e n d s ! W. 



Your expected l e t t e r of the 2kth I n s t was r e c e i v e d l a s t evening, and 
I hasten t o answer i t f o r I f e a r I have not w r i t t e n to you as o f t e n as I might 
have done. But you know we have been moveing almost c o n s t a n t l y , and I knew 
you were sure of my good h e a l t h and whereabouts from the l e t t e r s t o the g i r l s . 
I have r e c e i v e d but one l e t t e r from Mary since they moved out west, and t h a t I 
answered two or three weeks ago, but I w i l l w r i t e again f o r as you say, they 
must f e e l r a t h e r l o n e l y i n t h a t strange p l a c e , and I w i l l endeavor to so w r i t e 
c e r t a i n l y as o f t e n as I hear from them. I wrote to Eph only about two weeks 
before I wrote Mary, and i f both l e t t e r s a r r i v e d s a f e l y , I t h i n k t h a t i s not so 
bad. 

I am g l a d t o hear of the continued good h e a l t h of Aunt Hannah and your­
s e l f , and although you both are g e t t i n g p r e t t y w i l l along to a r i p e o l d age, 
I t r u s t you w i l l yet l i v e many years i n good h e a l t h , t o r e s t a f t e r the la b o r s 
of a w e l l spent l i f e . Aunt Hannah must f e e l very sad to p a r t w i t h Her only 
Brother, but i t may be f o r the b e s t . What d i d Uncle W i l l i a m say t o h i s west­
ward move? Had i t been attended w i t h succes or not? 

I o c c a s i o n a l l y see my Brother W i l l i a m he i s w i t h h i s regiment, and 
i s l o o k i n g very w e l l , they have only a year and s i x or seven days more to serve 
before t h e i r time i s up, but a great many may be k i l l e d i n t h a t time. There i s 
great d i f f e r a n c e of o p i n i o n as to the time we s h a l l be mustered out. Some 
t h i n k i t w i l l the 27th o f Nov l Q 6 k , others the 5th of December lQ6k, and others 
again, the 8th of January I865. Our youngest company was mustered i n on the 27th 
of November and I am i n c l i n e d t o t h i n k t h a t t o be the -correct time, but the 
Colonels commission dates the 8 of Jany I865. A l l the t a l k about the Veteran 
Corps has subsided, and I t h i n k i t w i l l prove an e n t i r e f a i l u r e , because as the 
remaining time grows l e s s & l e s s , t h a t the regiments have t o serve, on t h i s 
term of e n l i s t m e n t , a few weeks at home w i l l be l e s s a t t r a c t i v e , i n view of the 
longer one a f t e r a few months. As f o r me I have about made up my mind to stay 
the remaining t h i r t e e n or fourteen months and no longer. I would not r e i n l i s t 
f o r f i v e times the pay t o be compelled to stay on duty at Hdqrs. I t may be 
s e r v i n g the country, but i t i s mighty s p i r i t l e s s b usiness. We may get our 
share of f i g h t i n g yet ere our time i s up, but I do not at a l l see any prospect 
of the chance. 

I have not the most remote i d e a of what the movements are t o be t h i s 
f a l l , the Rail-Road i s f i n i s h e d as f a r as here ( C o t l e t t s S t a t i o n ) and we ex­
pect to move every day, but the prospect i s no b e t t e r than i t was l a s t w i n t e r 
at Falmouth f o r a very heavy move, the general o p i n i o n seems t o be t h a t we 
s h a l l have no more severe f i g h t i n g here t h i s f a l l . But perhaps General Meade 
knows b e t t e r than general o p i n i o n . 

I am p e r f e c t l y w e l l , the l a t e marches have not a f f e c t e d me i n the 
l e a s t . There seems t o be a prospect of leaves o f absence being granted t h i s 
f a l l & w i n t e r , but f o r o n l y t e n days, unless i n case of sickness i n s e l f or 
f a m i l y , i n case of s e l f sickness I t r e q u i r e s a c e r t i f i c a t e from the surgeon 
t h a t the leave i s a b s o l u t e l y necessary t o preserve the l i f e of the a p p l i c a n t , 
t h a t i s not my case, and although I should l i k e t o give you a good lo n g 
v i s i t t h i s w i n t e r , I f e a r i t w i l l be f o r only the t e n days. But then I 
promise not t o make any such N. Y. v i s i t . I wrote t o Bob Getty, t h a t i f 
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he wished t o v i s i t w i t h me t h i s time i t must he i n Troy. This i s a l l supposing 
I get the leave. I am going t o t r y i t as soon as they are granted, and Keep 
t r y i n g u n t i l l I succede. 

Remember me t o Mr & Mrs Kerr, Mr 8s Mrs James Khowlson, Rev Mr. 
Robertson 8s w i f e and a l l the Park Church f r i e n d s young and o l d . 

With Love t o a l l the f a m i l y and many wishes f o r your h e a l t h and 
comfort, I remain as ever, 

Your a f f Nephew 

Waters W, Braman 

To Uncle Waters 

P. S. We are mustered f o r pay day a f t e r to-morrow, and expect our pay In 
from two t o three weeks. 

W. 



I t seems t o have pleased the Rebs to l e t us remain i n one camp f o r a 
•week at a time, and i t seems r a t h e r strange a f t e r our r a p i d moves l a s t month, 
but we expect to march tomorrow, and the men are t o c a r r y only eleven days 
r a t i o n s . I t h i n k our c o l o r e d i n d i v i d u a l of A f r i c a n decent, "(the innocent 
cause of the war") w i l l have an awful hump on h i s back, w i t h Capt Bs, my own 
and what he w i l l need h i m s e l f , i t w i l l be a l i t t l e rough, but we have l i v e d 
p r e t t y w e l l i n t h i s camp, and w i l l s t a r t f e e l i n g good, anyway. I t i s s a i d 
we are going down the "neck" between the potomac and Rappahannock r i v e r s , t o 
a place c a l l e d Urbanna, i t may be only a s t o r y though, t h a t would b r i n g us 
t o w i t h i n about f o r t y m i l e s of Richmond, and we would then have to cross the 
Rappahannock, Mattapony & Parrunkey r i v e r s and t h a t would b r i n g us to 
McClellans o l d b a t t l e grounds of F a i r Oaks, Seven Pines and the Chicehominy. 
Yours of the 30th u l t I r e c e i v e d and found the p i c t u r e s a l l r i g h t . Am much 
o b l i g e d , I t h i n k t h i s l o t w i l l f i l l a l l my promises, and I have a good 
many p i c t u r e s due me (not l a d i e s ) . I w i l l have to be more c a r e f u l i n f u t u r e 
when I send any home, I can-not send t h a t one again, t h a t i s sure, and you 
may keep i t . 

I had a l e t t e r from Mary - the day I wrote t o Uncle Waters and 
answered i t the next day, so t h a t must be a l l s t r a i g h t , She seems t o be more 
contented and I t h i n k they are q u i t e pleased w i t h Wabash. She gave me a 
k i n d i n v i t a t i o n t o come out t h e r e , p r o v i d i n g I got a good long f u r l o u g h t h i s 
w i n t e r , but I am a f r a i d t h a t i f I get any i t w i l l be f o r t e n days only. 

I to-day r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from Wood W i l l a r d & P, saying t h a t the 
boots would be i n Washington about the 12th of t h i s month & i f our communica­
t i o n s w i l l admit, and Genl P a t r i c k i s w i l l i n g , I expect t o be there about t h a t 
time, but s h a l l s tay o n l y long enough to get the boots, probably over one n i g h t , 
and then r e t u r n . 

There i s a s t o r y t h a t our d e t a i l which went to N. Y. f o r d r a f t e d men 
has been sent to South C a r o l i n e i n charge of " c o n s c r i p t s " f o r Genl G i l l m o r e , 
so we do not expect to see them or any " d r a f t e d men" f o r some time t o come, 
they w i l l be there t o give us a r e c e p t i o n next f a l l on our r e t u r n , unless they 
hurry. There i s a good de a l of a n x i e t y here t o 'learn the news from the State 
of N. Y. Newspapers are a t a premium, i n consequence. 

I n the l a s t l o t of Troy D a i l y Times papers I r e c e i v e d there was a 
p i e c e mentioning one of co "B" of our Regiment, as a m e r i t o r i o u s 
& modest young s o l d i e r , the f a c t s and h i s m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y shows i t on a 
company memorial t h a t has been gotten up, t h a t he i s a D. B. v u l g a r l y t r a n s ­
l a t e d meaning Dead Beat, j u s t about a year ago he deserted and i t i s supposed 
gave h i m s e l f up t o the Rebs, at a l l events he was taken t o Richmond, p a r o l e d 
& exchanged, & has since been hanging around the camp of p a r o l e d & exchanged 
p r i s o n o r s at Annapolis M.d. That i s a c t i v e s e r v i c e w i t h a vengence, hunting 
bugs I guess. And i n regard t o the charge of s t e a l i n g money from s i c k s o l d i e r s 
l e t t e r s , i t i s g e n e r a l l y b e l i e v e d t h a t he d i d do i t , Dont you t h i n k he deserves 
a commission. I f the paper had not got l o s t , the commandant of Co B was going 
t o w r i t e h i s h i s t o r y from the books of the company, and I was going to send i t 
w i t h the " A r t i c l e " t o the Whig f o r p u b l i c a t i o n . I t makes me mad t o see a man 



t h a t never d i d a days r e a l s e r v i c e t o the country, and i s such a r a s c a l 
besides as he i s , get o f f as e a s i l y as he has done, he has done enough to 
shoot a b e t t e r man. I dont know but I w i l l send a "piece" t o the Whig as 
i t i s . 

With love t o a l l , Uncle, Aunt, Abbie, Em & K i l l , C a r r i e , Job, Lyd, 
Joe & a l l . Remember me to a l l Park Church f r i e n d s and t o N e l l i e H - & a l l absent 
ones when you w r i t e . And w i t h l o t s f o r y o u r s e l f , I remain 

Your a f f . cousin 

Waters 

To Cousin L i b b i e 



Your l e t t e r has been r e c e i v e d about t e n minutes. I was j u s t about 
w r i t i n g t o Uncle Waters, so as you have cheated him out of a l e t t e r , you must 
show him t h i s as soon as you get i t , f o r i t was knowing t h a t he would be anxious 
to hear a f t e r he l e a r n s of the moves and skirmishes of the past three days. As 
f o r the 93 r& we have been every where on the n o r t h side of the Rappahannock 
^ r o m Falmouth almost t o Rappahannock S t a t i o n . Yesterday we marched down 
below K e l l y ' s f o r d and back, and today almost to Culpepper C. M. 8c back, and 
the s t o r y i s t h a t we are t o r e - c r o s s the r i v e r and go down below Falmouth -
but we know nothing f o r c e r t a i n . One t h i n g i s c e r t a i n though, t h a t the Rebs 
got most a w f u l l y whipped n i g h t before l a s t , and today have been d r i v e n beyond 
Culpepper. There was over eighteen hundred p r i s o n o r s sent away from Hdqrs 
yesterday, and I dont know how many more t o go away tomorrow, 

I am very much o b l i g e d to you f o r sending the Photographs. I am 
g l a d to have them, and w i l l keep them safe. About t h a t paragraph i n the N. Y. 
Times. We had seen i t ! The F a c t s are these, C o l B u t l e r a r r e s t e d two men of 
the Oneida Cavalry (Orderlys f o r Genl I n g a l l s ) f o r gambling, and sent them 
to Genl P a t r i c k , and from t h a t Mr. Wand ( a r t i s t f o r Harpers Weekly) made 
the sketch which appeared i n t h a t paper, and he has promised t o c o r r e c t i t . 

I have r e c e i v e d l e t t e r s from Mrss. Wood W i l l a r d 8c P r e n t i c e saying 
t h a t the boots I ordered are i n Washington, and j u s t as soon as we get s e t t l e d 
1 a m expecting to go down f o r them. The R a i l i s f i n i s h e d as f a r as Germantown. 
I t w i l l take a week to f i x i t t o the R i v e r . The Road i s not destroyed at a l l 
on t h i s s i d e , and as long as we stay on t h i s s i d e , I s h a l l not go down f o r 
the boots u n t i l l the Road i s i n Running order. 

Our d e t a i l has not yet returned, and c o n s c r i p t s we have none, and we 
do not know when t o expect them. I t i s s a i d t h a t they are a l l gone i n charge 
on c o n s c r i p t s to Genl G i l l m o r e , at M o r r i s I s l a n d , S. C. 

We do not hear anything more about the Veteran Corps, but i t may be 
r e v i v e d a f t e r we get i n t o Winter Quarters, I guess w i t h l i t t l e success as the 
men who have been away from home almost three years w i l l be l o o k i n g forward 
to the time when they w i l l be f r e e again. Although I do t h i n k t h a t two t h i r d s 
of the Army would r e i n l i s t before they had been home three months. I t e l l 
you t h i s Army i s j u s t a B u l l y Army. I have seen them f o r the past t h r e e days 
marched & counter-marched i n t o the f i g h t and out of i t , and they appear to 
f e e l t i p - t o p , and a s t r a g l e r i s a t h i n g unknown. 

Give my love t o a l l the f a m i l y , my respects to a l l of K i l l s f a m i l y 
and k i n d remembrances to a l l the f a i r sex, next door, and elsewhere. Hoping 
t o be w i t h you one day, soon, on f u r l o u g h , I remain w i t h a thousand good wishes 
f o r y o u r s e l f 8c K i l l , as ever, 



Your Kind l e t t e r of the 6th I n s t , I have j u s t r e c e i v e d , I was j u s t 
about w r i t i n g t o you l a s t n i g h t , a f t e r we got t o t h i s camp, but Ems l a s t l e t t e r 
came, and so I answered i t immediately. When we came here l a s t n i g h t , we 
were sent out to c l e a r up a new camp, i n the woods about a quarter of a m i l e 
from here, and have done so, and Hdqrs have moved there today, and we expect 
to move nearer i n the morning. That looks as i f we were going to remain here 
some days, a t l e a s t u n t i l l the R a i l Road i s r e p a i r e d , I am expecting t o go 
to Washington tomorrow or next day, to b r i n g up those Boots. We are expecting 
our pay i n t h i s camp, i f I go to Washington s h a l l probably get mine while 
t h e r e , i f so w i l l send probably $150.00 from t h e r e . I was t h i n k i n g some of 
w r i t i n g to you t o i n v e s t the money I had sent home, i n the US -5-20 l o a n , as 
I t h i n k i t i s not o n l y a good investment, but strengthens the hands of the 
government, which we are a l l bound to do, but I guess i t i s j u s t as w e l l , f o r 
when I come home ( f o r good) there i s no t e l l i n g what I might want t o do w i t h 
i t , and i t w i l l c e r t a i n l y be a v a i l a b l e where i t i s , and might not, i n the 
other case. But I do t h i n k as a permanent investment i t cant be beat. I mean by 
the time our Regiment i s mustered out t o have from 2300 t o 2500 D o l l a r s saved, 
and I t h i n k t h a t w i l l be doing p r e t t y w e l l , and I am sure there i s not an 
o f f i c e r i n the regiment t h a t dresses any b e t t e r than I do, but I guess t h e i r 
whiskey b i l l i s l a r g e r , and I have no doubt there are o f f i c e r s i n the regiment t h a t 
have not saved as much as i t cost them r e c r u i t i n g , s i n c e they have been i n the 
s e r v i c e . 

We are t o have a new commandant of the Post I t h i n k i t i s C o l B u t l e r , 
f o r he seems to f e e l p r e t t y good t o - n i g h t , I t h i n k the commanding o f f i c e r of 
the regiment should be commandant, f o r he then could r e g u l a t e d e t a i l s , and 
would save sending a l l orders through one persons hands. 

We had a very l i t t l e f l u r r y of snow l a s t n i g h t , but not t o amount t o 
anything, we c o u l d see the h i l l s of the Blue Ridge l a s t evening (about f i f t e e n 
m i l e s ) a l l white, i t has been p r e t t y c o l d f o r the l a s t f o u r or f i v e days, but 
not very unpleasant, nothing to what i t was l a s t year t h i s time. 

The Rebs had t h i n g s a l l f i x e d up f o r w i n t e r , on t h i s side of the R i v e r , 
l o g houses, b r i c k chimneys, e t c . but they were s l i g h t l y mistaken t h a t time. I t 
does seem as i f we had aught t o push on, to Richmond i f p o s s i b l e , but I suppose 
Genl Meade knows b e s t . S o l d i e r s must eat or they cant f i g h t . The f i g h t a t 
Rappahannock c r o s s i n g was short but mighty sharp. The R a i l Road i s not d i s ­
turbed on t h i s s i d e of the R i v e r . The Opinion seems t o be t h a t we w i l l w ait 
u n t i l l the Road i s r e p a i r e d , and then push on w i t h a l l our f o r c e s . 

With love t o Aunt, Abbie, L i b b i e , Em, K i l l , C a r r i e , Job & L i t t l e Abbie, 
Lyd & Joe, & a l l the Washington Co f r i e n d s , remember me t o a l l Park Church and 
other f r i e n d s i n Troy. And the k i n d e s t wishes f o r your own h e a l t h & p r o s p e r i t y 
I remain, as ever, 

Your a f f . Nephew 

Waters W. Braman 



I found yours of the 12th a w a i t i n g my r e t u r n from Washington, which 
event occurred l a s t n i g h t , I brought on a l l the express and other goods 
belonging t o the regiment. The boots from Wood, W 85 P. are very s a t i s f a c t o r y 
indeed. Our paymaster came down t o the army on Monday but has not as yet been 
to the regiment. I got my own pay i n the c i t y and sent $125 t o Uncle Waters 
by express. We are expecting the paymaster tomorrow and every day u n t i l l he 
gets around t o us. 

I met Mr. Phipps i n Washington, and he seemed r a t h e r pleased than 
otherwise a t the approaching marriage of Annie. I am glad too f o r she i s 
doing so w e l l . I met a young man on the cars yesterday t h a t used t o go to the 
I n s t i t u t e i n 1859. I declare I have f o r g o t t e n h i s name (good gossip am I not?) 
but he was Quarter Master of the 22nd Mass. He was acquainted w i t h y o u r s e l f 
and Abbie and I t h i n k I have seem him a t the house at any r a t e he spoke of 
you a l l and i n q u i r e d a f t e r a l l . You remember Mr. Hart. I took down a p r i s o n o r 
who s a i d he was wounded and discharged from the r e b e l s e r v i c e , and was i n the 
Commissary department i n Richmond. The P r i s o n o r was a former r e s i d a n t of A l e x ­
a n d r i a a l s o . By the way how comes on our M. D. of Canadian n o t o r i e t y , i s he 
w e l l etc?. 

I had a very pleasant time i n Washington, c o n s i d e r i n g the time I 
s t a i d and the amount of business I had on hand. I put up at the Kirkwood but 
s t a i d two n i g h t s w i t h Mr Cooper and w i f e . I wonder i f "Horace Jones" and h i s 
b r i d e were not i n Washington. I thought I saw him and a l a d y pass a store I 
was i n , but thought no more of i t u n t i l l I got your l e t t e r I n camp, I t h i n k 
a f t e r a l i t t l e I s h a l l be able t o get a pass f o r Uncle 8s K i l l t o come down t o 
the army and should l i k e t o have them come and stay a week or so. I o n l y wish 
they could v i s i t us i n Richmond. We have orders today f o r eleven days r a t i o n s , 
perhaps i t means move and perhaps i t dont, but we are ready f o r what comes, and 
do not care. The Cars run through t o Culpepper w i t h s u p p l i e s yesterday f o r the 
f i r s t , and I should not be s u r p r i s e d i f we moved Hdqrs down there any day. 

C o l Crocker i s not yet returned. Is i t not strange how Major Cassidy 
remains so long away, h i s l e g i s s a i d t o be two inches shorter than before 
broken 8c we s c a r c e l y ever expect to see him i n the f i e l d a g a i n . 

I am w e l l and hearty, as ever. Give my love t o a l l the f a m i l y and 
k i n d remembrances to a l l f r i e n d s , and b e l i e v e me t o remain 

Your a f f cousin 

Waters 

To Cousin L i b b i e 



Sunday Eve 
Camp of 93rd N. Y. V o l s . 
Near Brandy S t a t i o n V.a. 
Novem 22nd I863 

My Dear Em, 

Again I f i n d myself g r a t e f u l l y indebted t o you, yours of the 19th 
i n s t i s j u s t r e c e i v e d . And there being a prospect of an immediate move, 
I hasten t o answer, f e a r i n g t h a t on the march I should not have a chance t o 
w r i t e , and l e t t e r s accumulate mighty f a s t , enough so sometimes as to 
r e q u i r e double-headed ones to catch up, and I l i k e t o answer each i n t u r n Ss 
t o themselves i n d i v i d u a l l y . I do not see any prospect of t h a t l e t t e r of 
C a r r i e s - " w r i t t e n the n i g h t before" i n t e r f e r e i n g w i t h my other correspondence, 
as I have not yet r e c e i v e d i t , but hope t o . 

As t o Feminine V i s i t o r s , I deny having had the honor of a v i s i t from 
Mrs. Mc-Drum, or a chance t o d i s p l a y my g a l l a n t r y t o the tune of Three D o l l a r s , 
f o r I have not seen the f a i r l a d y i n question, - n e i t h e r do I b e l i e v e she has 
honored the Army of the Potomac by her presence. She may have been t o v i s i t 
Pat however, as the 2nd Cavalry i s a t the Dismounted Camp near Washington. 

You have doubtless n o t i c e d i n the Troy Times, of the O r d i n a t i o n of a 
Mr Crawford as a P r e s b y t e r i a n M i n i s t e r , preparetory t o h i s accepting an 
appointment as Chaplain of our regiment. S a i d appointment or prospect of 
one i s a Humbug. We have been t a l k i n g of having a Chaplain, but Mr, Crawford's 
name was never voted on as a candidate f o r the p o s i t i o n , and i n my o p i n i o n h i s 
connection ceased f o r e v e r when he resigned h i s former commission. Our regiment 
was p a i d o f f to-day, f o r the months of September 8s October, and I wish K i l l 
would go and see Mrss. Wood W i l l a r d 8s P r e n t i c e o f Troy, and say to them t h a t I 
have sent them by the same m a i l w i t h t h i s , a check on the A s s i s t a n t Treasurer 
at N. Y. No. 148 of Major E. L. Moore, Paymaster U. S. A. f o r $501.25/100 & 
Payable to t h e i r order, w i t h the view t o have the payment stopped i n N. Y. should 
i t not a r r i v e i n proper time. 

We had a f u n e r a l yesterday of a man of Co. I the f i r s t death i n the 
regiment i n a year, should the coming year be as b l o o d l e s s f o r the 93r&> I 
t h i n k I stand a p r e t t y f a i r chance of coming home safe and sound. 

I made q u i t e a stay i n the demoralized c i t y of Washington, and had a 
very pleasant time, v i s i t e d the Patent O f f i c e , C a p i t a l N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y , White 
House and a l l p l a c e s of N o t o r i e t y . I had been through the A r s e n a l l 8c Navy Yard 
b e f o r e . Had I expected t o st a y as long as I d i d , I would have telegraphed 
to Uncle 8s K i l l , and t r i e d and got them down to the Army, I t h i n k I can by 8s by, 
i f they w i l l w r i t e me about the time i t w i l l be most convenient. I b e l i e v e I 
saw Horace J . Richards i n Washington but was not sure. 

Remember me t o a l l the f a i r l a d i e s of my acquaintance, a l s o t o Bob 
Getty and h i s f a m i l y . Give my respects t o Margt, Helen, Lew 8c B i l l , and 
i t i l l s f o l k s of my acquaintance. My love t o a l l over home, and kindes t wishes 
f o r y o u r s e l f 8c K i l l . Good bye u n t i l l my next or u n t i l l Geo. G. sees f i t t o 
grant t h a t f u r l o u g h t o 



Monday ni g h t 7 oc. 
Camp of 93rd W, Y. V o l s . 
Wear Brandy S t a t i o n V.a. 
Wovem 23rd I863 

Dear Uncle, 

We march at d a y l i g h t f o r , Wo one Knows where, some say t o the James 
R i v e r , but c e r t a i n we s t a r t , and today have sent away everything i n the shape 
of t r u n k s , o f f i c e t e n t s , and e v e r y t h i n g which could be dispensed w i t h f o r t e n 
days, and we were ordered to have eleven days r a t i o n s , but where we go we know 
not. There has been the most extensive preparations made t h i s time f o r a 
long move, t h a t I have seen since b e i n g a t Hdqrs and i f you do not hear from 
me f o r a week to come you need not be at a l l s u r p r i s e d , but I w i l l w r i t e i f 
occasion o f f e r s , I wrote to Em yesterday, and should not have w r i t t e n now but 
f o r the coming move, and a poor prospect f o r r e c e i v i n g or sending l e t t e r s f o r 
some days. 

My promotion t o the rank of Captain was sent forward t o the Governor, 
to-day, and i f nothing happens s h a l l expect to hear from i t i n a week or so, 
but you know t h a t such t h i n g s are mighty u n c e r t a i n . At a l l events, I w i l l 
w r i t e you as soon as I hear anything from Albany, f o r I know you f e e l an 
i n t e r e s t i n a l l t h a t concerns me. You know th a t Major Cassidy has been away 
f o r about s i x months w i t h a broken l e g , and there being no prospect of h i s 
so f a r r e c o v e r i n g as t o retake the f i e l d , he has been mustered out of the 
s e r v i c e . Capt Barnes i s nominated t o the Governor as Major i n place of Major C -
Capt McC - i s working f o r i t a l s o , and of course can b r i n g a strong i n f l u e n c e 
to bear on Gov Seymour, but Cap Barnes name i s now sent forward, and I t h i n k 
and hope he w i l l get i t , I t h i n k i n e i t h e r case I s h a l l be made Captain, but 
I would p r e f e r Co. C. to Co. K. 

I wrote Em i n regard to our being p a i d o f f e t c . I s h a l l not send any 
more money home t h i s pay day, as i t f a l l s t o my l o t to run the mess f o r the 
coming two months, and I may get a f u r l o u g h at any moment. 

With Love to a l l the Family, & k i n d wishes f o r a l l f r i e n d s , I am 

f o r e v e r , 

Your a f f Wephew 

Waters W. Braman 
P. S. Dont go and d i r e c t any l e t t e r s t o me as Captain, u n t i l l I w r i t e something 
d e f i n i t e , and I should p r e f e r t h a t you keep the contents of t h i s l e t t e r to your­
s e l f alone. 

Waters 

P. S. 2nd 10 0. C. P. M. 
I see Wm every day or two he i s encamped near us, he looks & f e e l s 

w e l l . 1 saw two deserters from the 2nd D i v i s i o n 6th Corps, Branded w i t h a 
D i n t h e i r r i g h t hand, today, f o r Desert e r s , I t e l l you i t looked p r e t t y hard, 
before a whole d i v i s i o n , but i t has to be done, there are t o be some executiong 
f o r the same cause on F r i d a y . 

We are o f f at s i x i n the morning, i n haste, 



Yours of the 26th u l t I r e c e i v e d yesterday morning. We returned 
to the o l d camp about d a y l i g h t a f t e r marching a l l n i g h t , about 21 m i l e s . You 
b e t t e r b e l i e v e we were a l l p r e t t y t i r e d a f t e r such a march through the mud 
and i n the dark. We were away j u s t a week to a minute, from the time we " s t r u c k 
camp" u n t i l l we march i n again, of course we were without m a i l on the campaign, 
and I found a l e t t e r from K i l l , and one from Mary, besides yours, on our r e t u r n . 

We had a very l i v e l y time across the Rapidan. We never s t a i d over one 
n i g h t i n one camp and o n l y by accident t h a t we took over one meal i n a p l a c e , 
we were so c o n t i n u a l l y on the move, and i f we d i d put t e n t s t o sleep i n , we 
took them down at d a y l i g h t , i n f a c t during d a y l i g h t there was continued f i g h t i n g , 
and a l l of i t s k i r m i s h i n g , no general engagement at a l l . We were ordered across 
the r i v e r by the a u t h o r i t i e s a t Washington, and ordered back again by the same. 
I hope the move helped our armies otherwheres, but I am sure i t d i d us no good, 
f o r i t i s s a i d t h a t General Meade wanted very much to f i g h t a general engagement, 
but was denied the p r i v i l e d g e of f i g h t i n g i t , by higher a u t h o r i t y , i t i s the 
general o p i n i o n here t h a t we could have whipped Lees army, and that we had at 
l e a s t twenty-thousand more than he d i d u n t i l l the day before we came back. 
Oh I w e l l , i f we d i d any good we are s a t i s f i e d , but what w i t h the r a i n , mud 
and c o l d wind, we had a l i t t l e the most serious time we ever had, and i t i s a 
m i r a c l e to me (and I have seen some hard roads i n the army) how a l l our t r a i n s 
got through as they d i d . 

A l l our baggage t h a t was sent back t o A l e x a n d r i a has returned, we 
are i n the very same camp and are f i x e d even n i c e r than b e f o r e . Hdqrs are 
having sidewalks b u i l t , look out f o r furloughs . 

We have a new Major, McConihe, l a t e Captain of "K" Co, he got the 
appointment through Major Cassidy's and h i s f r i e n d s i n f l u e n c e w i t h the Governor, 
i n s p i t e of the recommendation of the C o l f o r Capt Barnes t o be appointed. I 
do not know how the appointment f o r the next Captaincy w i l l go, I was recommended 
by the C o l o n e l a t the same time of the Captain being recommended f o r the 
M a j o r i t y . And again today but I f e a r t h a t the Rum c l i q u e are working against 
me, and t h a t L t F i t c h w i l l get i t . I have w r i t t e n t o Uncle Waters on the 
subject t o n i g h t . 

Love to Uncle, Aunt, Em, K i l l , Abbie and a l l , and the same t o your­
s e l f , and hoping soon t o v i s i t you a l l , I remain. 

Your a f f . c o u s i n 

Waters 



Camp of 93rd N. Y. V o l . I n f a n t r y 
Near Brandy S t a t i o n V.a. 
Sunday December 6th I863 

Yours of the 25th u l t were r e c e i v e d i n company w i t h a number of 
others, on our r e t u r n from the l a s t campaign of the Grand Army of the Potomac. 
You never was more mistaken i n your l i f e than i n supposing t h a t we had any k i n d 
of a c e l e b r a t i o n here on Thanksgiving day, i f we d i d I t h i n k the a u t h o r i t i e s 
were mistaken i n the day, f o r we had Fire-Works l i k e J u l y y e - f o u r t h only 
more so. The Turkies & Chickens we had next day on the south side of the 
Rapidan. I reckon our regiment took, at l e a s t one hundred of the feathered 
gentry, i n t o the union, and no end of Sheep and hogs. I n Southern parlance 
" I reckon the Yankees t o t e d o f f a r i g h t smart of T u r k i e s , Geese, and other 
garden-sass". 

I am s o r r y I d i d not w r i t e t o you i n time before I went to Washing­
ton the l a s t time, f o r I do not know when I s h a l l go there again unless i t 
i s on my way n o r t h on f u r l o u g h . And the l a s t time I had an u n l i m i t e d pass, 
being d e t a i l e d on business from Hdqrs to r e t u r n when t h a t business was 
f i n i s h e d . I f you should come to the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l , dont f a i l t o b r i n g 
your Check Book, f o r no "harness" t h a t you have got a f f o r d s pockets enough 
to h o l d the money t h a t can be spent i n t h a t c i t y i n a short campaign of a 
week or so. 

We have a new Major Saml McConihe, he w i l l undoubtedly make a good 
one, but I f e a r t h a t i n engineering him i n , they have engineered me out, 
although they a l l c l a i m t h a t i t was not so intended, and t h a t i f I get Euchred 
i t w i l l be by some ac t of C o l Crockers who Is up t h e r e , not yet having r e ­
turned from R i k e r s I s l a n d . 

There i s some t a l k of a move about Tuesday or Wednesday. I t i s s a i d 
t h a t we accomplished a l l t h a t was intended on the other move by preventing 
Lee from sending any of h i s f o r c e away t o the r e l i e f of Bragg or Longstreet, 
but what the i n t e n t i o n of t h i s one i s remains a mystery, some say t h a t we are 
going i n t o Winter Quarters, on the other s i d e of the Rappahannock, i f so 
I am i n f o r my t e n days r i d e on the c a r s , t o Troy & r e t u r n . 

I do not hear a word from Bob G. l a t e l y , and f e a r t h a t should I 
succede i n g e t t i n g a f u r l o u g h , t h a t I s h a l l not v i s i t him as long i n New 
York as l a s t year, t h a t v i s i t created a world of t a l k too. 

I am rejoyced to hear of the s u c c e s f u l l c l o s e of a good years 
business f o r the f i r m , and t r u s t t h a t other years may b r i n g l i k e r e s u l t s . 

Remember me t o a l l your f a m i l y and my f r i e n d s . Give my love t o a l l 
the f a m i l y and good h e a l t h and p r o s p e r i t y f o r y o u r s e l f and Em, w i l l ever be the 
wish of 

Yours T r u l y 

Waters W. Braman 



Yours of the 5th was r e c e i v e d two or three days ago, but I have been 
so busy t h a t I have f a i l e d t o answer i t . The reason why I have been so busy 
i s t h a t , orders from the War Department have been issued a l l o w i n g the men, 
on c o n d i t i o n of t h e i r r e - i n l i s t i n g f o r three years more, a f u r l o u g h of t h i r t y 
days. And I was appointed " R e c r u i t i n g o f f i c e r f o r the 93rd" and have been 
busy making out the papers. I t h i n k most of the companies w i l l r e - e n l i s t , i n 
which case they w i l l come to Albany t o re-organize and r e - c r u i t and w i l l 
probably be at home two months or more. I f the companies do so r e - e n l i s t 
the o f f i c e r s are r e - t a i n e d . I do not know f o r c e r t a i n as Co C w i l l , i f they 
do I s h a l l be at home i n l e s s than two weeks to stay at l e a s t a month and 
probably two, And i f they do not, I expect to get a "leave of absence" f o r 
f i f t e e n days about Christmas. I t does not make the l e a s t d i f f e r a n c e w i t h the 
o f f i c e r s , they are not r e q u i r e d to muster i n again, and I suppose on the 
e x p i r a t i o n of t h e i r present term can leave the s e r v i c e . So there w i l l be 
time enough to see i f I am to be a Veteran f o r more than the year t o come, I 
w i l l b r i n g a l l the orders home w i t h me, so you can a l l see them. 

In regard t o the Captaincy, there i s no chance f o r me t h i s time, 
^ o r L t F i t c h not "Smith" has r e c e i v e d n o t i f i c a t i o n of h i s appointment. I t was 
a l l done by C o l Crocker, notwithstanding h i s assurance to me a t a dozen 
d i f f e r e n t times, and I dont care e i t h e r , although rank i s e v e r y t h i n g i n the 
s e r v i c e . I have learned since t h a t Capt McConihe and those who f i g u r e d him 
i n t o the M a j o r i t y , thought I was c e r t a i n of the place of Capt f o r Maj 
McConihe says t h a t i f he had thought F i t c h would have got i t he would have 
t r y e d and got h i s 1st L t appointed. But Capt Wilson who i s L t F i t c h ' s Capt 
i s up there w i t h C o l Crocker and persuaded him t o appoint F i t c h . I should 
not be a t a l l s u r p s i s e d i f C o l Crocker l o s t h i s p o s i t i o n , i n the Veteran 
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r the m a j o r i t y of the o f f i c e r s are very much down on him. 

That was a l l a humbug about a car being hurt by Mosby, belonging t o 
Hdqrs and no o f f i c e r s from here or the 93 rd were captured. In regard to the 
w o n d e r f u l l adventure of A d j t G i f f o r d , the general o p i n i o n i s t h a t the squad 
ran away so f a s t t h a t they d i d not know what the p a r t y they supposed to be 
rebs were. And i t amounted to j u s t nothing at a l l . The 93rd l o s t but one 
man w h i l e over the R i v e r (Hickey of Co I) supposed to be captured, w h i l e 
c a r r y i n g a d i s p a t c h . 

I have r e c e i v e d Ems, K i l l s 8c L i b s l e t t e r s but none i n answer to the 
ones I wrote immediatly a f t e r coming back to camp. Give my love t o a l l the 
f a m i l y , dont be s u r p r i s e d to see me any time a f t e r a week from now, u n t i l l I 
come. 

I wish L i b would buy a n i c e l i t t l e dress or something (or a f u l l r i g ) 
f o r each of Lyds c h i l d r e n , something n i c e t h a t you both t h i n k a p p r o p r i a t e , 
f o r Christmas, and i f I am not there send i t to her i n my name get the money 
from Uncle Waters. With love t o y o u r s e l f and a l l , and k i n d remembrances t o a l l 
the young f o l k s who have been k i n d enough t o enquire a f t e r me and excuse the 
haste o f 



Your l a s t from Wabash, was r e c e i v e d day before yesterday. I was g l a d 
t o l e a r n of the s u c c e s f u l l t e r m i n a t i o n of Ephs seasons business. And i n regard 
t o my coming home from the Army f o r good, I am very much o b l i g e d f o r your 
k i n d o f f e r s and suggestions, and we w i l l t a l k about t h a t , when I come home 
t h i s w i n t e r , but I t h i n k I s h a l l have t o stay i n the Army j u s t about a year. 
I f my own wishes were consulted I would come home immediatly, and s e t t l e down 
f o r good, but I do not see how I could do i t honorably j u s t as t h i n g s stand at 
present. Because I want t o stay long enough to see some t h i n g s r i g h t t h a t are 
f a r from i t j u s t now. Capt Barnes Resigned yesterday and i t w i l l undoubtedly 
be accepted, which w i l l promote me, and t h a t w i l l make two or three i n the 
company among boys who have always stood by me, and they have r e - e n l i s t e d i n 
the Veteran Corps, and u n t i l l I can see them f i x e d a l l r i g h t , f o r although 
Capt B. i s a very n i c e man he has a good many r e l a t i o n s i n the company and they 
have had t o be f i r s t served. And a f t e r t h a t Is done I can come home contented t o 
remain. But I am i n hopes t h i s war w i l l be ended i n the coming year, and I would 
l i k e t o see i t . But as I t h i n k now, I s h a l l not remain longer than t h a t . You 
cannot appreciate the motives which move a man i n the Army. One t h i n g i s I 
dont f e e l l i k e coming home i n the same rank as I came out. Who i s t o blame 
I know, and so do others i n t h i s regiment. Some t h a t w i l l see John S - leave 
the s e r v i c e dishonorably, before they leave i t . 

C o l Crocker returned t o the Regiment to-day, he says t h a t our 
Regiment i s to have the f i r s t R e c r u i t s or C o n s c r i p t s from R i k e r s I s l a n d to the 
number of f o u r hundred & seventy. I suppose the C o l w i l l recommend me f o r the 
Captaincy, and I can a l s o get a recommend signed by every other o f f i c e r i n the 
Regiment, so I t h i n k there i s no doubt of i t . The Veterans of Our Regiment 
are expecting to s t a r t day a f t e r tomorrow f o r home, they are t o be p a i d t h e i r 
o l d and advanced Bounty to-morrow. I am some expecting t o come home i n charge 
of the squad from Co ' C . The other f i v e Cos. go home as complete cos. but we 
s h a l l leave about as many behind as w i l l go, of the Company, So you see when 
the company i s broken up next f a l l i t w i l l be e a s i e r g e t t i n g out of the s e r v i c e 
than now. I have thought a great deal about your l e t t e r and the advice i t 
contained and I do t h i n k i t would be f o r my i n t e r e s t t o take t h a t advice and act 
on i t t o the very l e t t e r . But I do t h i n k i t best to s t a y f o r the present f o r 
I might be d r a f t e d i f I came home, and I should not be s u r p r i s e d i f there i s a 
second d r a f t i f no s u b s t i t u t e s were allowed. At a l l events I shant say I w i l l 
or wont, u n t i l l I see you. And you aught to know what weight your advice should 
have w i t h me. 

I f we do come home, s h a l l be there a month c e r t a i n , and probably two, 
and I am a n t i c i p a t i n g a pleasant v i s i t , w i t h you a l l , not l i k e my f l y i n g one of 
l a s t w i n t e r . Remember me t o the Domine and w i f e and a l l the Park Church f r i e n d s , 
to a l l of K i l l s f a m i l y and other acquaintances. I am going over i n the morning 
t o the 77th to see Wm. Give my love to a l l , Aunt Hannah, L i b b i e , Abbie, Em, 
K i l l , and to a l l the Washington Counties. Wishing you good h e a l t h and a 
merry and happy Christmas I remain as ever. 



I have delayed answering your l a s t f a v o r , from day to day i n hopes 
to w r i t e f o r c e r t a i n when we were coming home. We expect now to be there before 
New Years day. Three-quarters of 'C Co have r e - e n l i s t e d i n the Veteran Corps, 
so t h a t they are coming home i n a body and the o f f i c e r s are to accompany them. 
Seven Companies of the 93 rd are coming they are to have a f u r l o u g h of t h i r t y -
f i v e days, and perhaps w i l l stay longer. 

The Veterans of our Regiment were p a i d o f f today, t h e i r o l d Bounty 
and t h e i r advance on the new, most a l l o f Co C drew over two hundred D o l l a r s . 
I wrote t o Uncle Waters t h a t Capt Barnes had sent i n h i s r e s i g n a t i o n , he had 
done so, but i t was not accepted, so the o f f i c e r s of Co "C" remain as they 
were. The Capt i s f e a r f u l l t h a t the a u t h o r i t i e s w i l l t r y t o r e t a i n him when 
the time of the o l d o r g a n i z a t i o n e x p i r e s , but I t h i n k d i f f e r e n t . You may 
s a f e l y expect me a t home by Wednesday, and Thursday c e r t a i n , please have my 
overcoat a i r e d , and the cape too. I do not t h i n k of anything e l s e a t present, 
d i d you get the t h i n g s f o r Abbie J r & Lyds b a b i e s , i n time f o r Christmas, 
i f so I am much o b l i g e d . 

A great many of the Army are r e - e n l i s t i n g , and I have no doubt t h a t 
over a m i l l i o n of D o l l a r s have been p a i d as Bounties already. Aside from the 
r e - e n l i s t i n g there i s nothing of i n t e r e s t t r a n s p i r i n g i n the Army. Those of 
our regiment who do not r e - e n l i s t (three companies) are to remain here and we 
are t o r e j o i n them here. I do not know who they w i l l have t o a s s i s t them i n 
the duty while we are gone, but i t i s s a i d t h a t there i s p a r t of a regiment 
of r e g u l a r s coming. I t h i n k even they can l e a r n something of the duty of a 
s o l d i e r on guard, from the 93rd. A great many o f our regiment would l i k e i t 
i f we were not t o r e t u r n t o Head Quarters. 

C o l Crocker i s back and i s apparently j u s t the same, he i s as f l u s h 
w i t h h i s assurances of f a v o r t o myself as ever. And has assured me at l e a s t 
a dozen times t h a t I was the next candidate f o r promotion. I wish I had kept 
a l i s t of how many times he had done the same f o r the past two years. 

Give my love and the compliments of the season to a l l the f a m i l y , and 
remember me to a l l the young f o l k s of my acquaintance, at the Park Church i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . And w i s h i n g you a l l a very many "Happy New Years" i n h e a l t h 
and p r o s p e r i t y , and before the coming of another, Peace to be throughout a l l 
our l a n d , I remain as ever, 

Your A f f . Cousin 

Waters W, Braman 

To Cousin L i b 
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