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FOUR decades have passed since the te legraph flashed
over the land  th e  tid ings th a t the rebels “have fired on

^  F o r t  Sum ter.” A nd the C harleston, South C arolina 
C ourier of th a t date  published “ have made the proud flag of 
the s tars and stripes, th a t never was low ered before to  any 
nation  on th is earth , lowered in hum ility  before the Palm etto  
and the C onfederate flags.”

Sunday, A pril 14th, 1861, a fte r  a bom bardm ent of tw o days, 
w hich had begun a little  after four o’clock in  the m orning of 
A pril 12th, rendering  F o rt Sumter un tenantab le  it  was evac­

uated  by  M ajor A uderson and his sm all garrison  of men who, 
a fte r  firing a salu te of fifty guns, dressed in fu ll uniform 
w earing  th e ir arm s were formed in to  line and the lifer and 
drum m er p lay ing  Tankee Doodle m arched out, carry ing  w ith 
them  the flag..

T he sho t a t old g lo ry  was answ ered A pril 15th, by P resi­
d en t L inco ln’s proclam ation calling  fo r seventy-five thousand 
vo lun teers to suppress the rising  rebellion. T he nex t day, 
A p ril 16th, a Mobile, Alabama paper published

W e’uns know  now that they required  many m ore than  th a t 
num ber before  their war of rebellion  against the constitu ted  
au th o r ity  of the U nited States was over. A nd notw ithstand­

“75,000 COFFINS WANTED.’
‘Proposals will be received to supply the confederacy with 

75,000 black coffins.
Direct to Jeff Davis, Montgomery, Alabama.”
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ing  the ir boast th a t oue sou therner is equal to live no rtherners 
we w ill concede the valor of the soldiers of the rebellious 
states. A t the same tim e le t it be understood tha t the Con­
federate  arm y fought not only for a lost cause, bu t for a 
w rong cause and for a w rong principle, invoked by Southern 
leaders for the purpose of continuing human slavery. F o r it 
is an indisputable fact th a t fo r mauy years prior to 1861 the 
politicians of the south had been making preparations for a 
revolt, fo r which the election and inauguration  of Abraham 
Lincoln formed the excuse to begin 

As a resu lt of the call of A pril 15th, fo r volunteers, the 
T h irtie th  Regim ent, New Y ork In fan try , was form ed, Com­
panies D, F  and G from  Saratoga Springs. As the w riter, 
some days a fte r the P residen t’s proclam ation, was re tu rn ing  
from  his d inner on em erging from the “ tunnel” from  Putnam  
avenue into Broadway, he saw a crowd in fro n t of the en­
trance to the M etropolitan H all, (part of which is now the 
F arring ton  b illiard  room ,) in the windo vs of which were 
m any faces, and ou t of one of the windows a flag of the U uiou 
was flying. Curiosity caused him to go up into the hall 
which he found com fortably fi I led by young, middle-aged 
and old men. His inquiries were answ ered th a t a company 
was being raised fo r the war. On a table, on a platform , in 
the east end of the hall, an opeu book lay, into which were 
w ritten  the names of those offering to enlist. A fter the 
w riter, hereof, had examined the names, he took up the uen 
and the name, E dw ard H. Fuller, was v ritteu . He then 
w ent ou t and up to his father’s store, (then 206 Broadway, 
now the south half of the China store, in the French build­
ing, co rn er B roadw ay and Caroline street,) where he was 
clerk and book-keeper and said, “ Father, I  have en listed .” 
The company, then  form ing, became F  of the T h irtie th  Reg­
im ent, of which he was elected Second Sergeant. F rom  
various causes he did n o t go 

On the 3d of May, 1861, P residen t Lincoln issued a second 
call for troops, fo r th ree  years unless sooner discharged. I t



was under this call th a t the Seventy-seventh R egim ent was 
raised. I t  being enlisted in  the F ifteen th  Congressional 
D istrict, Comities of E ssex, F u lto n  and Saratoga, and was 
organized a t Saratoga Springs, where m ustered into the 
U nited  States service N ovem ber 23d, 1861. Five days later, 
T hanksgiving Day, the regim ent of e igh t hundred  and ninety- 
e igh t men bade adieu to Camp Schuyler, w here it  had been 
in itia ted  in  the duties of a soldier, by  Chef McMichael, 
m arched to the station  of the R ensselaer and Saratoga ra il­
road, via of Mr. Beecher’s Fem ale Seminary, com er Spring 
aud C ircular streets, where he presented i t  w ith a N ationa l 
flag, the g ift of the pupils. In  New Y ork C ity the n ex t day 
the residen t sons of Saratoga there  provided a d inner and 
presented  a silk  banner, which had painted iu oil on oue side 
an  engagem ent led by G eneral W ashington; on the rev erse  
side the su rrender of G eneral B urgoyue, a t Saratoga, O c to ­
ber, 1777. The b a ttle  of Saratoga had been fought about one 
m onth  previous from  which tw o circum stances, in (17)77, th e  
reg im en t go t its  number, Seventy-seveuth, as num erica lly  
the application for au tho rity  to raise the reg im ent was fo r ­
ty -four. Sunday, December 1st, we reached W ash ing ton , 
goiDg in to  camp ou M eridian Hill, D. C., which was in  the 
com m and of G eneral Silas Casey, A rm y of the Potom ac, 
w here fo r weeks we were schooled in ev e ry th in g  th a t helped 
to  make a soldier, from reveille to ta tto o .

Sunday, F eb ruary  15th, 1862, the order was received fo r the 
Seventy-seventh  to jo in  General W illiam  F. Sm ith’s division, 
F o u rth  Corps, ou the opposite side of the P o to m ac  R iver. 
Oue hundred  and th irty  army wagons, draw n by team s of 
six  m ules each were required to carry  our regim en ta l baggage 
w hich la te r  was carried by three wagons. A bout th ree  o’clock 
th e  n e x t afternoou  we reached the division camp and w ith  
the T h irty -th ird  and F o rty -n in th  New Y ork an d  Seventh 
M aine form ed the T hird Brigade thereof, w ith B rigadier G en­
eral Jo h n  W. Davidson in command. D uriug  th e  n igh t be­
fore several inches of snow had fa llen  so th a t th e  ground had
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a clean w hite covering ou it to g ree t us and rem ind us of 
hom e. By orders camp was changed pbout once a week un til 
Sunday, March 23d, when we w ent aboard tran spo rts a t A l­
exandria, Va., for the peninsular campaign.

L anding  the nex t day near F o r t M onroe we m arched to a 
field betw een i t  and N ew port News, Va., and made camp, 
from  whence a t 6 o’clock a . M., of the 26th. we marched to 
W arw ick near where we w ere pu t in line of ba ttle  only to 
learn  th a t the rebels had gone to Yorktown, which we be­
sieged from  A pril 5th t'o May 4th. N ear L ee’s Mills, A pril 
5th P riv a te  F ran k  Jeffords. C Company, ihe first oue in our 
regim ent, was wounded, his leg having to be am putated in 
consequence and because of w hich he w as discharged Ju n e  7th. 
The 16th we were in  the engagem ent a t Lee’s Mills, and in 
the rebels a ttack  on us the 26th w ithout loss. In  the recon- 
noissance of the 28th we lost tw o.

The pow der of the Johnn ies was fa r less effective than the 
m alaria of the swamps from  which we lost hundreds iu the 
m onth  of the siege which ended the n ight of May 3d; as the 
m orning of the 4th showed tha t Y orktow n had been evacua­
ted by the enemy. And notw ithstanding they w ent wdthout 
a fight, m auy of our soldiers were w ounded and killed by the 
torpedoes which the Johnn ies had planted in various places, 
though no t a man of our regim ent was touched. Comrade 
Reid, B Company, was the last vidette on duty  a t Y orktow u.

The early m orn ing  of the 5th skirm ishing began and by 
n igh t the b a ttle  of W illiam sburg had been fought and won, 
while the C om m ander-in-Cbief. McClellan, was superin tend­
ing the shipm ent of troops to Yorktown. So the most im ­
p o rtan t p a rt was le ft to  a subordinate while the m inor p art 
was under the eye of the G eneral in command of the A rm y.

T he 14th of May, 1862, the Sixth Corps was form ed. In to  
i t  w ent our division, w hich became the second division and 
th e re a fte r  the Seventy-seventh was a p art of the T hird  B ri­
gade, Second Division, Sixth Corps, for which no seventy 
seventher has ever been known to express reg re t. F o r the
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records show th a t never was more glorious deeds, in w ar, 
done than  by the S ixth Corps, which more frequently  than 
any o ther Corps met the foe in battle , in which it alm ost a l­
ways held the field as victors and never was routed .

Ou the 24th the regim ent iu the charge a t Mechanicsville, 
Va., captured  its first flag, th a t of a G eorgia regim ent.

G eneral M cClellan from his headquarters, in camp, near 
New Bridge, sent ou t an address, Ju n e  2d, in p a rt as follow s: 

“Soldiers of tue Army ol the Potomac :
I have fulfilled a part ol my promises. You are now lace to 

lace with the rebels, who are held at bay In iront ol their cap­
ital. The final and decisive battle is at hand. * * * I ask 
ol you now one last crowning effort. I shall be with you in 
this battle and share its dangers with you.”

Ju n e  5th found us in  the skirm ish a t Golding’s Farm , and 
the 24th a t Mechanicsville. The 25th the seveu day’s b a ttle  
on the P en iusu lar began by our opening engagem ent a t  Oak 
Grove. Iu  the afternoon of the 25th G eneral M cClellan was 
ev iden tly  no t so sanguine as he tclegraped to the

“Secretary ol War:
* * .  xhe rebel force Is about 200,000 * *

T he 27th we were in  the action a t G arnett’s farm  and the 
28t,h a t G arne tt’s, aud G olding’s farms. I t  was there th a t 
J o h n  Ham, D Company, on the picket line, fell, shot dead. 
I t  was there  th a t two of our boys brought in the w ounded 
C olonel Lamar, to be treated  the same as our ow n. T he 29th 
in the b a ttle  of Savage Station, ou Richmond and Y orktow n 
ra ilroad . In  the engagem ent a t W hite Oak Swamp B ridge 
th e  30th and Ju ly  1st the b a ttle  of Malvern H ill, which 
ended the seven days of fighting, aud In our favor, though 
our loss was fifteen thousand eigh t hundred and fo rty-n ine, 
and R ichm ond no t taken ; fo r we had chauged our base and 
was fa r th e r  from  it.

J u n e  9th, the Tw entieth N ew  York, a regim ent of Germans 
a ll of w hom claimed to have served three years in  the P ru s ­
sian arm y, joined our Brigade.



The 3d of Ju ly  in the skirm ishing a t H arrison’s Landing, 
T urkey Bend and Gum Run Swamp. Then follow ed six 
weeks of camp life, during  which period the L ieu tenant Col­
onel, Chaplain, Q uarterm aster, Captains and L ieutenants 
resigned, and n o t a few enlisted men sighed for the privilege. 
The M ajor was dismissed. A d ju tan t French was prom oted 
to M ajor and L ieutenant-C olonel, Captain N. S. Babcock of 
K Company was prom oted to  M ajor and each continued in 
the respective positions un til their m uster ou t Decem ber 13th, 
1864.

A ugust 16th we le ft camp to re tu rn  to  A lexandria  which 
we reached the 24th, hear w here we stayed un til the 29th, 
when m arching orders caused us to  leave only to g e t back to 
our old camp the n igh t of Tuesday, Septem ber 3d. The nigfit 
of the 6th we again left A lexandria  and via of the Long 
B ridge en tered  'W ashington, passing out through G eorgetown 
to  T apleytow n and on to Jefferson w here we arrived the 13th 
for our engagem ent a t C ram pton’s Pass, South M ountain, in 
fro n t of B urketsville , the 14th. Thence, the 17th, Captain 
Babcock com m anding the regim ent, in to  the b a ttle  royal of 
A ntietam , (Creek, near Sharpsburg, Md..) w here am ong 
others, Joseph  M etuer, E  Company, the color bearer, was 
killed. Scarcely was he down than the colors were taken up 
by o ther hands and carried  forw ard. I t  was in this fight th a t 
L ieu tenant H orton , B Company, was wounded, which caused 
him to exclaim  : "‘T he dam ned rebels, not satisfied w ith the 
steak in my haversack, they have taken a steak oil of my 
round .” The success of the Army of the Potom ac a t A ntie­
tam caused much enthusiasm  in the loyal states p articu la rly  
in the no rthern  and eastern  ones.

I t  was rum ored th a t the re  existed a McClellan faction of 
about a dozen officers who formed a p lo t to counterm arch to 
W ashington to  expel Secretary Stanton from  the W ar De­
partm ent, and force the P res iden t to change his policy of the 
war by abandoning all in terfe rence w ith the in s titu tio n  of 
slavery. F itz  Jo h n  P o r te r 's  failure to go to  G eneral Pope’s



assistance and General M cClellan’s fa ilu ie  to pursue the 
beaten Lee after the b a ttle  seemecl to be a p a rt of a consp ir­
acy to stay  the suppression of the rebellion so loug as the 
an ti-slavery  men contro lled  the governm ent.

A fter the b a ttle  we w ent in to  camp a t W illiam sport, where 
we stayed un til the 23d, and w here the men who had enlisted 
in A ugust with M ajor French and Captain Caw, while they 
w ere on recru iting  service, joined the regim ent. Thence to 
B akersville and H agerstow n, near which we encamped. W hile 
a t the la tte r place new Company K, of n inety-tw o men, w ith 
Jo h n  R. Rockwell, C aptain ; W illiam H. Fursm an, F irs t 
L ie u te n a n t; Cyrus F . Kich, Second L ie u te n a n t; joined us.

Monday, N ovem ber 3d, we crossed the Potom ac river on 
pontoon bridges, near Berlin, Md., where % e had camped 
over Sunday, and w ent again on the secession soil of V irginia. 
A t W arreu ton , W ednesday, N ovem ber 11th, M ajor G eneral 
G eorge B. M cClellan, who had been ordered to  his home in 
T ren ton , N . J . ,  for fu r th e r orders, bade a personal farew ell 
to  the A rm y of the Potom ac. I t  was said th a t the Comm ander 
of the C onfederates, G eneral Lee, on learning th a t G eneral 
M cClellan had been superceded rem arked tha t he “ reg re tted  
to  p a r t w ith  General McClellan, fo r we seemed to under­
stand  each other. They may continue to make chauges until 
they p u t in  some one whom I  don’t understand .”

M ajor G eneral Ambrose E . Burnside, the Com m ander of 
th e  N in th  Corps, re luctan tly  accepted the assignm ent to  the 
com m and succeeding McClellan. H e organized the A rm y of 
th e  P o tom ac in to  three grand divisions, righ t, cen ter and 
le f t. M ajor General F ranklin  was pu t in  command of the 
le f t division, in  which was the S ixth  Corps, w ith M ajor Gen­
eral Smith (“ B aldy” Smith, as the boys not in frequen tly  
called him ,) commanding, B rigadier G eneral A. P . Howe 
com m anding our division, and B rigad ier G eneral V inton 
com m anding our brigade.

Sunday, the 15th, the A rm y sta rted  for R ichm ond via of 
F redericksburg . Through som ebody’s b lundering  the pon-
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toous had not left W ashington when the advance of our arm y 
reached the R appahannock river near F redericksburg . As 
they did not arrive  un til December 10th, the enemy had about 
three weeks auvice of the contem plated advance aud conse­
quently  were prepared to receive us. W inter had earnestly  
begun ; the w ater along shore was frozen so th a t the pontoon 
boats had to be pushed over the ice a few feet to  get into the 
water. The enemy were in no mood fo r a peaceful laying of 
the bridge as they wounded and killed many of our tnen be- 
fo ie  the six bridges were finally laid a t different points, foui 
of which were in fro n t of F redericksburg, over which the 
arm y marched the 11th and 12th and by which it  re tu rned  
Monday n ight the 15th (w ith tw elve thousand six hundred 
and fifty-three less men) and the bridges taken up. A t one 
of the bridges the regim ent was in line of b a ttle  on the north 
side to  protect the engineers w ith orders not to fire unless the 
enemy fired first. “ A good order, have to wait until one is 
dead before he can fire his gun ,” rem arked G ray of B Com­
pany. As some confederate cavalrym en w ere so iud iscrec t 
as to charge the men a t the boats, two guns of a b a tte ry  were 
quickly pu t iu position, loaded and fired, and so accurate were 
they  aimed th a t some of the cavalrym en were sen t to  earth  • 
the others wheeled about and w ent back as fast as their ho r­
ses could carry  them. Our brigade commander, G eneral V in­
ton , was wounded on the 13th, when B rigadier General Thomas 
H . (or as he was frequently  called ‘‘Beau”) N eill succeeded 
him.

A fte r the battle  of Fredericksburg, which through no fau lt 
of G eneral B urnside was not in his favor, we w ent in to  camp 
a t W hite Oak Church, Va. From  which we marched J a n u ­
ary  20th, 1863, a beautifu l m orning not unlike an Ind ian  sum­
mer day, to which we returned within seventy-tw o hours 
through mud, which was like clay, in to  which we sank at 
least ankle deep a t every step. Im m ediately a fter this Gen­
eral B urnside a t his own request was relieved.
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Ja n u a ry  26th, M ajor Genera] Joseph Hooker, the form er 
com m ander of the F ifth  Corps was assigned to the command 
of the A rm y of the Potom ac, shortly  after which each corps 
was given a d istinguishing badge. F irs t divisions thereof, 
red, second divisions, w hite, and th ird  divisions, blue in 
color. Our Corps received th a t plain aud simple emblem, the 
G reek Cross, of which we Sixth Corpsers are so proud. I t  
was while in this camp that Surgeon A ugustus Campbell (who 
had succeeded Surgeon Jo h n  L . P erry , resigned F ebruary  
1st, 1862) resigned F ebruary , 1863, and was succeeded by 
A ssistant Surgeon George T . S tevens. I t  was w hile in this 
camp th a t our B rigadier G eneral N eill, institu ted  the brigade 
dress parade, which undoubtedly  helped us when we go t into 
actual business. I t  was w hile in this camp th a t G eneral 
Sedgw ick was assigned to  the command of the S ixth Corps. 
A nd it was in  this camp th a t we stayed so long tha t some 
new spapers guyed us w ith, “A ll Quiet on the Po tom ac,” 
published alm ost daily, prom inently  in one of the ir columns. 
Though they did not publish :

“All quiet along the Potomac,” they say,
Except now ana then a stray picket

Is shot, as he walks on his heat to ana Iro,
By a rifleman hia In the thicket.

’Tls nothing—a private or two now ana then 
Will not count In the news ot a battle ;

Not an oftlcer lost—only one of the men,
Moaning out, all alone, the aeath rattle.”

W ith  only  eigh t days rations, about high noon, Tuesday, 
A p ril 08th, we left this camp, w hich iu the previous th ree 
days had been thoroughly policed, trees, which had been got 
a f te r  much labor, set out in the com pany stree ts  and around 
reg im en ta l headquarters as if we w ere to rem ain all summer, 
and from  which fifty-three w ent fo r th  never to re tu rn .

Sunday m orning, May 3d, as we w ere m arching along the 
F redericksburg  pike, not a cloud to  h ide the b righ t, blue sky, 
the b ird s singing merrily, some “ bum ble-bee” sounds fell on 
our ears about eight o’clock, aud our peaceful m arch was
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rudely  in terrup ted . S ho rtly  after, w ith L ieu tenan t Colonel 
F rench rid ing  his w hite-faced horse, waving his sword and 
shouting “ Come on Boys,” we were in the charge of M arye’s 
H eights, which w ere taken . Our regim ent captured many 
small arms, two cannon, many prisoners, am ong whom was 
the Colonel of the 18th Mississippi and its colors. A ud 
w here w'e received the com m endation of our Division Com­
m ander. General Howe :

“Noble Seventy-seventh, you have covered yourselves with 
glory.”

The regim ent lost e igh ty-th ree, among whom was Captain 
L u ther M. W heeler, Com pany C, who died about two o’clock 
p . m . in a barn in a field to  the r igh t of the pike on which we 
were m arching tow ards Fredericksburg  a few hours previous, 
and where com rade F u lle r, also of C, who had been wounded 
saw him . I t  was here th a t C harley M cNaughton of Company, 
K parted w ith his arm . P riv a te  Erskine Branch, D Company, 
who may be seen alm ost daily  on his peg leg w alking the 
stree ts of Saratoga Springs, had his le<r taken off. The nex t 
day, the 4th, we w ere iu it  again a t Salem Church, from 
whence we re tu rned  to camp again a t W hite Oak Church 
where we rem ained un til F riday  morning, Ju n e  5th, when we 
again took to the road. A fte r a march of several hours we 
halted  near a ridge near the river un til about five o’clock 
when the regim ent was ordered into line and every num ber 
one man banded his rifle to  num ber two man to  hold while 
num ber one helped the engineers unload the pontoons. A 
correspondent w rote h is paper :

“The point tor laying the bridges was just below the mouth 
ot Deep Run at the identical spot where we had crossed twice 
belore. Howe’s splendid division of the fighting Sixth Corps 
was selected for the work of crossing.”

Before n igh t Sergeant R ex Havens, A Company, fell, shot 
th rough  the head. T he n igh t of the 13th w7e w ithdrew  from  
Fredericksburg , in the v iciu ity  of which we had been since 
crossing, fo r Lee was reported  as travelling north . We en­
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tered  011 a most insufferable march ; the ground was as d ry  as 
our pow der, the a ir so scorching and the rays of the sun so 
ho t th a t many fell exhausted, b u t on we w ent aud a t noon of 
the 19th reached F a irfax  C ourt House, thence to B risto l S ta­
tion. A fte r nearly  a week’s du ty  in its v icin ity , Saturday 
n igh t, the 26th, the corps resum ed the march and by teu 
o’clock crossed the Potom ac river, a t E dw ard’s F e rry , into 
M aryland, fo r G eneral Lee and hi.s arm y were investing in 
K eystone S tate stock. T hence th rough  the north-w est part 
of M ontgom ery and H ow ard counties, in to  C arro ll county a t 
M ount Airy S tation, near w here we stayed for the night. 
The nex t day, the 29th, we m arched through W estm inster, 
reaching M anchester a t night, where we rem ained un til the 
nex t night. In  the last four days we had done considerable 
m arching, having covered one hundred  miles. E ach soldier 
ca rry ing  rifle, knapsack aud contents, accoutrem ents, haver­
sack con tain ing  rations and s ix ty  rounds of cartridges—over 
fifty pounds.

W hen G eneral Hooker was relieved a t his own request, the 
28th, because his superiors in  W ashington would no t g ran t 
his request fo r the ten  thousand troops stationed on B olivar 
H eights, H arper’s F erry , M ajor G eneral Meade, the Com­
m ander of the F ifth  Corps, was p u t in command, and his re ­
quest fo r the troops denied G eneral H ooker was im m ediately 
gran ted .

Ju ly  1st about ten o’clock a t n igh t we began a march which 
was to  outdo any march we had done, and by which about 
five o’clock, p. m., Ju ly  2d—having stopped in the m orning 
on ly  long enough to make coffee fo r breakfast—we reached 
the G ettysburg  battlefield. F o u r miles m ore did we march 
befo re  reaching the position assigned us. From  th is march 
of th irty -e ig h t miles the S ix th  Corps go t the name of Sedg­
w ick’s Cavalry.

G enera l N eill w ith his brigade was ordered  to report to  
G eneral Slocum, of the T w elfth  Corps, who was in  command 
on th e  righ t, who placed us in  support of the T w elfth  Corps
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A rtille ry . One of the most try in g  positions to real courage 
a regim ent can be placed in, is in  takiug a fire w ithout being 
able to re tu rn  it.

A w riter of M ajor G eneral Slocum said :
“A most impressive incident ot the Battle ol Gettysburg to 

me was Slocum's own battle on the 3d day ot July, 1863. For 
five anxious hours Slocum commanded the field on our right.
That dreadful struggle went on until Ewell, with Early’s and 
Edward Johnson’s large divisions, was forced to give up.”

On the 3d th a t m ost desperate charge of the Confederates 
on the left, led by G eneral P ickett was repulsed and victory 
surely perched on the banners of the Army of the Potom ac.

G ettsburg  is called one of the g rea t ba ttles of the world. 
I t  was w ithou t doubt the high tide of the rebellion which 
receded from  th a t date.

The 5th we started  a fte r the defeated and re trea tin g  enemy 
and overtak ing  them a t Fairfield had a skirm ish w ith their 
rea r guard . A gain the 7th a t A utietam  and Marsh Run, Md. 
A gain the 10th to 13th near Funkstow n and H agerstow n and 
on the 14th a t W illiam sport, which closed the sum mer cam­
paign. A t B erlin , Md., Sunday the 19th, the bands playing 
“ Oh ! ca rry  me back to  Ole V irginny,” we recrossed the 
Potom ac river on pontoon bridges and were once m ore in 
V irginia.

Though we had m any sights of the enemy in the weeks 
th a t follow ed, even offering them battle , to  fight in 
the open field, of w hich offer no notice was taken. I t  was 
not until O ctober 16th th a t we caught them iu a skirm ish at 
C hautilly.

As the resu lt of the engagem ent N ovem ber 7th a t  R appa­
hannock Station, e igh t cannon, two thousand rifles, fou r b a t­
tle  flags, aud six teen hundred  prisoners were taken . O ur loss 
was about three hundred  in killed and wounded. On the 26th 
we crossed the R apidan R iver a t Jacob's F ord  a t m idnight, 
after a few  m inutes re s t fo r coffee an hour previous, the first 
we had had since m orning, having been on the road since sun­
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rise. T his was the  beg inn ing  of the Mine R un campaign 
which ended D ecem ber 2d, w ithout an engagem ent. The 
w eather had grow n ex trem ely  cold the last of the campaign 
during which some of the regim ent were frozen on the picket 
line. A t G erm ania Ford  D ecember 1st we had our last sk ir­
mish w ith the Jo h n n ies  for 1863.

Our corps w ent into camp near B randy S tation, though it 
was sp iritless; soon a fte r which the genera l order of the War 
D epartm ent was received, offering to those soldiers who, 
having served two years had a year or less to serve, bounty , 
release from the time yet to serve, and a furlough  fo r th irty - 
five days. The furlough about tw o hundred  and tw enty-five 
of the regim ent took advantage of and v isited  home.

G eneral U. S. G ran t who had been so successful iu the 
South-w est was, on the th ird  of March, 1861, ordered to 
W ashington. On the 9th P res iden t L inco ln  handed him his 
commission as L ieutenant-G eueral, they  th e n  m et for the first 
time. T h irteen  months thereafter the w a r was ended. Gen­
era l G ran t was assigned to the command of the A rm ies of the 
U nited  States “ w ith headquarters a t W ashington and w ith 
L ieu tenan t G eneral G rant in  the field.” G eneral G ran t made 
his headquarters iu the field w ith the A rm y of the Potom ac, 
from  whence near Culpepper, Va., he issued th e  order fo r the 
A rm y of the Potom ac to move. In  com pliance w ith  which, 
Tuesday, May 3d, 1864, the movem ent began  aud thereafter 
we w ere no t ou t of business un til the end.

T hursday  m orning, May 5th, the ball was pu t iu m o tion  and 
th e  W ilderness b a ttle  was opened it  con tinu ing  alm ost un in ­
te rru p te d ly  day aud night to the 7th, late in the m orning of 
w hich i t  becam e evident th a t L ee’s arm y was w ithdraw ing. 
T he first m eeting of G rant and Lee was no t against the for­
m er, though  our loss was over seventeen thousand rneu. Our 
D ivision Commander, General George W. G etty  was wounded. 
G eneral N eill, of our brigade, succeeded to the command and 
C olonel Bidw ell, of the F o rty -n in th  N ew  Y ork, to the com­
m and of th e  brigade. The fighting had been alm ost en tire ly
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by In fau trym en . M ajor Babcock was in command of the regi­
m ent. I t  was in the fight ot the 5th tha t Michael Lamley 
(re-enlisted) and W illiam V an Saulisbury (re-enlisted) were 
killed. I t  was in the fight of the 6th tha t Charles B um ham  
(re-enlisted) W alter D w yer. George D eal,W illiam  H. Sexton, 
(re-enlisted) Samuel S. Craig, (re-enlisted) Jam es E m peror, 
(re-enlisted) Lewis Smith, (re-enlisted) were killed. I t  was 
iu the fight on the 6th th a t P riva te  Jam es G. Scott, D Com­
pany, lost both his legs below the knees. On the n ight 
of the 6th it was necessary th a t experienced troops should 
p ro tec t the righ t. Our brigade was pu t in  the position w ith 
our regim ent the r igh t of the brigade, and the S ix ty-first 
P ennsy lvan ia  a t rig h t angles to it to  guard the flank and rear. 
A bout ten  o'clock low tones, urging men forw ard, were 
heard w hich disclosed a dark line approaching the P ennsy l­
vanians fron t. N earer it came until only about ten feet away 
when •‘F ire ” rang ou t ou the Pennsylvanians line, and the 
fire sen t the foe back leaving many of their men ly ing on the 
ground. A bout an hour la te r another dark line was discov­
ered advancing in fro n t of our breastw orks. W hen only a 
few' feet away a sheet of flame suddenly blazed along our en ­
tire  brigade line, causing the advancing foe to  waver aud 
then those w ho could to tu rn  and run back. A nd the a ttem pt 
to surprise  the old S ix th  Corps was checked by  the T hird  
B rigade of the Second Division.

A ny of the previous comm anders of the A rm y of the P o to ­
mac would have been con ten t to rest aw hile as had been their 
custom . N o t so he who now commanded the arm ies of the 
U nited States w ith headquarters with the A rm y of the P o to ­
mac in the field, fo r he was a soldier who did n o t do th a t 
kind of work, and of whom General R obert E . Lee said to 
his lieu tenan ts “ a t las t the A rm y of the Potom ac has a head,” 
who im m ediately began a t Spotsylvania the flank movements, 
(w ithdraw ing the corps th a t held his r igh t flank an d  m arching 
it  behind the o thers w hile they m aintained th e ir position, 
which was repeated  all sum mer from the W ilderness to the
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Jam es) which the w orld has since adm ired. And which 
proves G eneral G ran t the peer of any general in the world. 
And we w ere developing o thers of the same k ind .

T hen follow ed the b a ttle  of Spotsylvania C ourt House by 
the opening engagem ent a t P iuey  Branch Church Sunday the 
8t.h, follow ed by  L androu  farm  the 10th, and the Salient the 
12th. Iu  which there was hand to  hand fighting over the 
b reastw orks and over which men were sometimes pulled and 
m ade prisoners. A Georgian officer was seized by the co llar 
b y  a huge W isconsin colonel, who jerked  him in a tw inkling  
out of the ju risd ic tion  of the Confederacy in to  th a t of the 
U nited States.

F red  Keenholtz, of B Company, a fte r firing two hundred 
and eighty-five rounds, go t up on the b reastw orks to have 
guns handed him to fire ; bu t his tem erity  cost him his life.

T he m orning of the 9th General Sedgwick, ‘-U ncle J o h n ,’i 
as ho was affectionately called, was sho t th ro u g h  the head by 
a rebel sharp shooter. Brigadier G eneral H. G. W right suc­
ceeded to the command of the corps.

A bout five o’clock in the afternoon  of the 10 th , tw elve 
p i c k e d  regim ents, one of which was the Seventy-seventh , of 
the Corps were ordered to remove every th ing  th a t  could in 
auy  wav re ta rd  their movements, w ith Colonel U p to n  iu com­
m and, made a charge, scaling the enemies works, cap turing  
th e ir  first line of rifle pits, more than  one thousand prisoners 
and several cannons, and for which U pton was made a B riga­
dier G eneral. '

T he m orning of the 11th G eueral G ran t sen t to the Secre­
ta ry  of W ar his famous dispatch :

“ W e have now ended the six th  day of very 
heavy fighting. The resu lt to th is  tim e is much 
in  our favor. * * 1 propose to fight i t  out on 
th is lin e  i f  i t  takes a ll summer.'"

T hen follow ed the battle of N o rth  A nna, the 22d to 26th ; 
T olopotom y the 27th-30th, Cold H arbor the 31st-Juue  12th.
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I t  was in the charge of the 10th. th a t 'William B. C arpenter 
Captain of E  Company, and W . F . Lyon, Second L ieu tenan t 
of A Company, were killed. Seth Deyoe, Captain D Com­
pany, lost his eye, and G ardner P e rr j his righ t forearm . 
A ud in the fight a t the Salient, the 12th, that O n in P. Rugg, 
Captain of G Company was killed. The 21st, w hile on the 
picket line a t Spottsylvauia C ourt House, P riva te  A aron B. 
Quivey, C Company, was killed. Comrade Quivey enlisted 
O ctober 8th, 1861, as p riva te  in C Company ; Ju n e  5th, 1862, 
was prom oted to com m issary  Sergeant and discharged in 
M arch, 1863. A fter nearly  a year of rest aud recuperation, 
his coun try  needing soldiers, he again enlisted in C Company 
Jan u ary  4th, 1864. D uring the m onth of May, 1864, the reg­
im ent lost one hundred aud eighty-three uieu.

G eneral H alleck proposed th a t the A rm y of the Potom ac 
should invest Richmond on the north , bu t G eneral G rau t de­
term ined to move once more by the flank and sw ing his arm y 
across the Jam es river, for it was Lee’s arm y th a t G ran t was 
after. I t  was a hazardous movem ent to take the arm y of one 
hundred  thousand men w ith all its paraphernalia from  the 
line of trenches w ithin a sho rt distance of the enemy, march 
fifty miles, cross tw o rivers aud get into position th rea ten ing  
the C onfederate C apital. But G rant did it. And it  is said 
th a t the Confederate G eneral E w ell said “ T hat there is not 
much use in our fighting  longer, now that G eneral G ran t has 
swung his arm y across the Jam es.1' By m idnight of the 16th 
the rear guard  of the S ixth  Corps crossed and the A rm y of 
the Potom ac was over w ith  its base the Jam es R iver fo r the 
investm ent of P e te rsb u rg  (June, 1864 to A pril 2d, 1865, when 
it  fell) in  the assault of w hich we were the 17th, 19th ; and iu 
the Wei Ion railroad engagem ent the 21st, 23d.

I t  wras on the 21st th a t a shell visited Company A, by  which 
three of its members, each of whose names began w ith Jam es, 
lost the ir r igh t leg above the knee. Each ultim ately  recov­
ered and lived for several years, Jam es A llen  and Jam es 
Barnes are dead. Jam es Law rence is a w ell-to-do citizen of 
Nebraska,
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Soon a fte r the investm ent of Petersburg  began w hereby 
Richm ond was th reatened  in  th a t it  kep t General Lee and his 
arm y on the defensive in  their neighborhood. General Lee 
hoping to  draw  G eneral G ran t and his arm y away or a t least 
enough of i t  so tha t he coul 1 a ttack  it with successful results, 
sen t G eneral E a rly  and h is corps tow ards W ashington. So 
soon as G eneral G ran t learned it, he concluded to send some 
troops to  in tercep t G eneral E arly .

So on the evening of Ju ly  9th the Sixth Corps was ordered 
to C ity Point, which it  reached a t day ligh t a fte r a n igh t’s 
march. By noon of the 10th the corps was on board tra n s ­
ports, the Seventy-seventh on a litt le  steam er, labeled 
“ E sco rt,” on the river Jam es, down which we ^teamed in to  
the Potom ac river, and a t two o’clock in  the afternoon  of the 
11th reached the w harf at Sixth s t re e t, W ashington. The 
N ine teen th  Corps had arrived in  the morning, a t an adjoin­
ing  wharf, from  New Orleans. D isem barking, colum ns was 
form ed, “ Forw ard , March” was given and up Seventh s tre e t 
we m arched ou t to the north of the city , which before ou r 
a rriv a l was in a pauic, for R ebel G eneral Juba l E a rly  was 
knocking a t the door, bu t he had concluded to wait u n til the 
m orrow  to en ter. Now, Ju b a l E a rly  had been educated a t 
W est P o in t, consequently he kuew  th a t to-m orrow  never 
comes. M ost welcome greetings fe ll on our ears from  th e  
people : “ W hy, it is the Sixth Corps.” “ Soldiers who took  
M arye’s H eights.”

Says the Cannoneer :
“An old Aunty, Mack as the ace ot spides, and so old that 

her wool made a white border tor her ebony lace, came up to 
me as I sat on my mare by the road side, waltln? tor the bugle 
to sound. Bid well’s (the7th Maine, 61st Pennsylvania, 43d, 49 th 
77th and 122d New York, the Third) Brigade, with the Ver­
monters closely following, was passing oar battery. It Is use­
less to attempt a description of those troop s. No one who did 
not see them can even faintly appreciate their appearance. 
Rugged, swarthy faces, tanned by the hot sun and blackened 
by many a battle smoke, their baggage tied up in their blank­
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sacks, old canteens, nattered cartridge boxes filled until the 
covers would not shut, bright rifles at right or le lt shoulder 
shllt, their socks pulled up over their trousers legs and their 
stout shoes sounding a steady tramp, tramp, tramp, to the 
beat of drum, as they marched along the hard macadam road.
When this old Aunty saw those veterans passing shw eame to 
me and asked In a voice quivering with emotion:

“Young Mastah, Honey, Is you all de Six’ Co’ ?”
“Yes, Aunty, we are all the Sixth corps.”
“Fo’ God, Mastah Honey, how bu’tul yo’ all Is. We's safe 

now. ’cause everybody said theie Is nothin’ to stan’ again 
Mas' Jubal’s ole rebel sogers, ef dey kum In. But, de six ’ Co’ 
am pow’ful different. Praise de good an’ merciful Lawd fo’ de 
Six’ Co’.”

It was a great day for the chivalrie Bldwell and his invlcible 
brigade, to be head of the column, to go forth to battle under 
the eyes of Father Abraliam himself.”

Yes the Greek cross was recognized and as its weavers 
marched up Seventh stree t, excitem ent was allayed and con­
fidence restored . The n ex t day, the 12th, under the eye of 
P residen t L incoln, for he was a t P o r t Stevens, while we 
again m et and defeated “ Mas’ Ju b a l’s ole rebel sogers.” And 
there M atthew  Love, A ndrew  J.D ow en, Jacob Frey, A ndrew  
M anning, A lvarado M oury, Ambrose M atott and W illiam 
K uhle were k illed . In  the b a ttle  ground N ational Cemetery 
there, now called B rightw ood, D. C., all bu t Love are buried.

The Sixth Corps which from  its form ation had been in the 
A rm y of the Potom ac, was on the 5th of A ugust, 1864, tran s­
ferred to the Middle M ilita ry  Division, ju s t created, of which 
M ajor G eneral P h ilip  H. Sheridan was put in command, and 
under whom it was to gain  new  laurels.

F riday  evening, A ugust 5 th  a t Monococy Jun c tio n  we en­
tered cars for H arper’s P’e rry  which we reached the n ex t 
m orning. A t H alltow n on the heights beyond G eneral Sher­
idan established his line of ba ttle . W ednesday the 10th, we 
started for our march up the Shenandoah V alley. T hrough 
Charlestown, w here Jo h n  B row n (who on the n igh t of Octo­
ber 16th, 1859. seized the A rsenal a t H arper’s F erry , was cap­
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tured the 18th) was tried  O ctober 27th and executed Decem­
ber 2d, 1859, we passed w ith every band and drum corps p lay­
ing and the soldiers singing

“John Brown’s body lies a mouldering in the grave,
His soul goes marching on.”

Sunday the 21st, the  Second Division successfully resisted 
the a ttack  of the Confederates on the road betw een H arper’s 
F e rry  and W inchester, a fte r which we re tu rned  to  H alltow n. 
T h en ce  about the 24th to B erryville from  which early  in the 
m orn ing  of Septem ber 18th we reconnoitered  to O pequanand 
a t  A braham ’s Creek, B erryv ille  and W inchester Pike had ac­
tions w ith E a rly ’s troops and then re tu rned  to camp.

The 15th G eneral G ran t visited G eneral Sheridan who so 
confidently stated w hat he proposed to do and could do w ith 
his troops th a t G eneral G ran t’s compliance was given in two 
w ords—“ Go iu .” So Monday m orning, Septem ber 19th, long 
before  'sun up’ we left camp to be victors before n igh t iu the 
b a ttle  of Opequan, the first of a series of fights which showed 
G eneral Sheridan to  be a good commander, from  whose troops 
the rebels w ent w hirling th rough  W inchester. Follow ing  
them  up we caught them a t F isher’s H ill w here on the 22d we 
again engaged E arly , doing him up again. E a rly ’s command 
included the S tonew all Jackson Corps. Sixteen pieces of a r­
tille ry , nine flags, many small arms, and over seven thousand 
confederates w ere captured a t W inchester and F isher’s H ill.

M arching and counter m arching O ctober 10th found the 
Seventy-seventh provost guard of F ro n t Royal. On the 15th 
G eneral Sheridan w ent to W ashington leaviug our Corps 
Com m ander, G eneral W right in command. E a rly ’s arm y had 
been  reinforced by L ongstreet’s Corps, fo r as G eneral Sheri­
dan ’s arm y was proving to the au thorities a t Richm ond a con­
s tan t m enace to the safety of Lee’s arm y its destruction  was 
necessary, which E a rly ’s arm y was to  do. Soon a fte r mid­
n igh t, O ctober 19th, firing was heard, its  faintness no ting  it  
to be qu ite  d is tan t no attention  was given to  it  by our Corps. 
I t  was n o t many hours ere we realized  th a t E a rly  was really
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attem p ting  the destruction  of Sheridan’s arm y. Under the 
cover of a dense fog the confederates had executed a flank 
m ovem ent so successfully as to surprise the E igh th  and N ine­
teen th  Corps which doubled up on the Sixth Corps, the Sec­
ond Division of which checked the Early advance. The T hird  
B rigade having the key to the road, charged in tu rn  causing 
the enemy to b re ik  and run. General Bidwell was killed, 
leaving Lieut. Colonel French to command the brigade, and 
it  is no t necessary to te ll the men of the Seventy-seventh 
th a t he who had led us so long and so often on o ther fields 
was equal to the em ergency. I t  was said tha t General E arly  
had been inform ed th a t the S ix th  Corps had beeu sent to 
W ashington, bu t before noon of the 19th he positively knew 
th a t the wearers of the g reek cross were present for duty, 
having fought them  un in te rru p ted ly  from 7 to 9 A. m .

I t  was about ten o’clock th a t General Sheridan arrived, 
a fter a hard  ride from  W inchester, tw enty  miles away, from  
which he had sta rted  w ith  a body guard of two hundred and 
seventy-five men, only  th ir ty  of whom were w ith him when 
he reached the battlefield  iu the rear of the Second Division. 
A fte r some inquiries of Colonel French, he passed on where 
his presence was felt, fo r the presence of the Comm anding 
G eneral, ‘‘L ittle  P h il,” was certa in ly  a host, in sp iring  fresh 
zeal to  the soldiers as he rode among them. S ixth Corps men 
now prepared th e ir breakfast. All things being ready a t 
th ree o’clock, p . m .,  G eneral Sheridan gave the o rder for an 
advance. The rig h t of the arm y started, shortly  a fte r  which 
the th ree divisions of the S ixth Corps on the double quick 
charged the Confederates, who yielded and ending in their 
com plete rou t. A nd the . b a ttle  of Cedar Creek was ours. 
The regim ent lost th irty -six , among whom were four eolor 
bearers, Second L ieu tenan t G ilbert Thomas, of C, A djutant, 
Second L ieu tenant W illiam  J .  Tabor, of K, and C aptain M ar­
tin  Lennon and F irs t L ieu tenan t John  W. B elding, of I .

John  H orrigau, G Company, who enlisted Septem ber 26th, 
1861, it is said, said on O ctober 19th, 1864 : “ My tim e is out



23

N ovem ber 23d. I  am old soldier enough to keep out of b a t­
tle  for th irty -five days.” B ut while Johu  was proposing 
th ere  was O N E disposing. Johu  was am ong those killed a t 
C edar Creek, O ctober 19th, 1864.

Second L ieu tenan t W orden, of C, became A d ju tan t which 
position he held until his m uster out, D ecember 18tb, 1864. 
A fte r rem aining along Cedar Creek for a few days, while the 
C avalry scouted for any rem nants of E a r ly s  arm y, w'e 
inarched back to K ernstow n, near W inchester, and w eu tin to  
camp.

The C onfederate G eneral. Ju b a l E arly , in an address to  his 
arm y, October 22d. said in p art :

“Soldiers 01 the Army olthe V alley:
I had hoped to hare congratulated you on the splendid vic­

tory won by you in the morning of the 19th, at Belle Grove, on 
Cedar Creek, when you surprised aad routed two corps ol Sher­
idan’s Army. * * * But I have the mortification ol announ­
cing toyo u th a t by your subsequent misconduct, (whenyou dis­
covered the Sixth Corps in your front,) all the benefits ot that 
victory were lost, and a serious disaster incurred.”

As the tern) of the three years men who did not re-en list 
was about ended, they were ordered to be  sent home. F o u r­
teen officers and oue hundred and five men of the Seventy- 
seventh , a fte r a.m ost affectionate faiew ell to  th e ir rem aining 
comrades, le ft camp November 19th fo r Saratoga Springs, 
w here they m et a hearty  reception and w ere honorably  dis­
charged Decem ber 18tli. 1864. The four hundred and fifty- 
five le ft on the ro lls were formed in to  a ba tta lion  of five 
com panies with David J .  Caw in command as L ieu tenant 
Colonel.

T he S ixth  Corps was recalled to Petersburg , D ecember 9th, 
and it  was soon again in the A rm y of the Potom ac. N ear the 
W eldon railroad the Seventy-seventh erected com fortable 
hu ts fo r a w in te r’s stay.

In  th e  early  spring  General Lee took the in itiative, for 
w hat proved  to  be his last campaign, by making an attack  
Saturday, M arch 25, 1865, and thereby  cu tting  out m ore woi'k
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fo r the fighting S ix th . The T hird  Brigade, of the Second 
Division, successfully executed the order to take and hold  a 
rebel line near the Squirrel Level road ; in doing which it  
lo s t several men, am ong whom were Captain Sum ner Oaklev 
and L ieu tenan t S tephen H. P ierce of the Seventy-seventh.

P lans having been  com pleted, Sunday m orning, A pril 2d, 
a li tt le  before four o’clock, though i t  was not daylight, the 
signal gun was fired for the charge, in  echelon, which proved 
to  be the wedge which opened the home of the Coufederacy. 
T he F o rty -n in th  and Seventy-seventh New Y ork were the 
po in t of the wedge of our (T hird) brigade in making the charge, 
as the resu lt of which P e te rsb u rg  fell, and a few hours la te r 
R ichm ond was hastily  evacuated. In to  it a t eight o'clock the 
nex t m orning, Monday, A pril 3d, G eneral W eitzell’s command 
of colored troops w ere the first to  enter, and the soldiers from 
M assachusetts, one from  E and one from  H Company of the 
F o u rth  M assachusetts Cavalry, were thu first to  raise the flag 
of the F ree  over the C apitol.

N ear Sailor’s Creek the enem y made a stand. L ate  in the 
m orn ing  of the 6th we had another engagem ent cap turing  
men, (am ong whom w ere five General officers), guns, flags, 
wagons and am bulances. A fte r which General Sheridan dis­
patched to G eueral G ran t

“The enemy made a stand at the Intersection o£ the Burke’s 
station road with the road on which they were retreating. I 
attacked them with two divisions ol the Sixth Dorps and routed 
them.”

Then on to A ppom attox, w here Sunday, A pril 9th, G eneral 
R. E . Lee, who on F eb ru a ry  1st had been appointed to com­
mand all the C onfederate armies, w ith the arm y of N orthern  
V irginia, su rrendered  to  L ieu teuan t General U. S. G ran t and 
the A rm y of the Potom ac, and the war of the rebellion  was 
v irtua lly  over, and the Confederacy crum bled quicker in 
1865 than it  had risen in 1861. It seemed like an em pty shell, 
which w hen broken in to  fe ll to  pieces, having no stab ility .
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E x ac tly  four years a fter the evacuation of F o rt Sum ter, 
A pril 14, 1865, A nderson, a M ajor G eneral, a t high tw elve 
raised the same flag again ac F o rt Sum ter, w ithout its having 
lost one star. A nd A pril 14th, 1865, about nine o’clock a t 
n igh t in  F ord ’s T heatre, in  the N ationa l Capitol, the P res i­
den t, A braham  Lincoln, by an assassin’s bullet, was sho t in  
the head from  behind, dying the nex t m orning a t tw euty-tw o 
m iuutes after seven o’clock, by which act the loyal states 
rejoicing, were in s tan tly  turned  in to  m ourning and so rrow .

May 10th, the C onfederacy’s fleeing P residen t, Jefferson 
Davis, was captured near Irw insville , Georgia, supposedly on 
his way to a sea port. B ut. “ We’ll hang J e ll Davis to a sour 
apple tree ,” was executed only in song. He lived fo r several 
years, dying December 6, 1889, an unreconstructed  rebel. 
T here was not one capital punishm ent for rebellion, though 
less than six  years previous the V irginians hung Jo h n  Brown 
fo r his act against th e ir Com m onwealth.

May 13th, 1865, a t P alm etto  R auch, Texas, the last b a ttle  
of the war of the rebellion was fought, the last volley in 
which was fired by a colored regim ent of U nited S tates so l­
diers.

A fter the grand  review May 23J and 24th, th e  Seventy- 
seventh, the Beinis Heights B itta lio u , N"ew Y ork  S tate  I n ­
fa n try  V olunteers, was mustered out Ju n e  27th, 1865, a f te r  
th ree  years, seven months and four days serv ice.

A ccording to  the Muster out ro lls of Decem ber 13th, 1864, 
898 men w ere enrolled  in 1861.

499 men enlisted  thereafter and up to N ovem ber 19th, 1864, 
w hen the one hundred and tw enty-one men who did no t re -  
en list re tu rned  to Saratoga Springs to be discharged because 
of the expiration  of the term  of service for which they w ere 
m ustered  in  Novem ber 23d, 1861.

Of the 1861 men there there w ere le ft on the rolls o f those 
w ho re-en listed , 178.

Of the  m en who enlisted after 1861 and up to  N ovem ber 
19th, 1864, when the one hundred and tw enty-one whose term
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of service was about ended bade farew ell to  the ir com iades to 
rem ain, there  w ere le f t on the ro lls 277. So th a t there were 
455 men left on the ro lls to continue the Bemis H eights B at­
talion, w hich instead of being a form ation of ten companies 
as theretofore  was the rea fte r a form ation of five companies.

123 men joined a fte r N ovem ber 19tli, 1864 and up to final 
m uster out and disbandm ent Ju n e  27th, 1865, when the w ar 
of ihe rebellion was over.

1520 men m ustered in in the Seventy-seventh New Y ork In ­
fan try  V olunteers, the Bemis H eights B attalion, from Novem­
ber 23d, 1861 to Ju n e  27th, 1865. Of whom it lost by death 
tw o hundred and eighty-six .

O ut of tw o hundred and th irty-one New Y ork State V olun­
teer, (tw enty-one Cavalry, fifteen A rtille ry , three E ng ineer 
and one hundred and eighty-four In fan try ) regim ents, the 
loss by capture, w ounded and death is reported  less in one 
hundred and six ty -four than in the Seventy-seventh w herein 
the casu a lties  w ere (sixty-five captured, tw o hundred and 
ninety-four wounded, tw o hundred and eighty-six  died) six 
hundred and forty-five.

As a recognition of m eritorious conduct Congress passed 
an A ct which becam e a law March 3d, 1863, for breveting  of­
ficers. L ieu tenan t Colonel W iusor B. F rench  was breveted  
as B rigadier G eneral and Second L ieutenant George H. Gillis 
as Captain from M arch 13th, 1865. On the recom m endation 

of the d ivision Com m ander M ajor General G eorge W. G etty, 
A pril 20th, 1865. Li< u ten an t Colouel David J .  Caw, to be 
Colonel by b revet fo r distinguished gallan try  in  the first as­
sau lt w here he comm anded and led the first line to the suc­
cessful entrance in to  the enem y’s main line of w orks ; and 
Captain Isaac D. C lapp to be Major by brevet fo r ga llan try  
in the first assault of A pril 2d, 1865. The N ew  Y ork Legis­
la tu re  passed an A ct fo r b reveting  officers and men which be­
came a law  A pril 28th, 1865, whereby the follow ing named of 
our reg im ent received brevets. F irs t L ieutenants, F rank  
Thomas, Charles D. T h u rb e r and N oble D. Hammond as
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Captains ; Second L ieu tenan t W illiam F . Lyon as F irs t L ieu­
tenan t ; Sergeant Oscar F . Lockwood and H ospital Stew ard 
A lexander P . W aldron as Second L ieu tenan ts .

On the 17th of A pril, 1865. the rebel flags captured by the 
S ix th  Corps were p resented  to  M ajor G eneral Meade, when 
he said :

“Officers and Soldiers of the Sixth Corps :
I thank you very much for these numerous proofs of your 

valor, captured during the recent campaign. I do not wish to 
make any Invidious distinction between your own and the 
other corp3 of this army, but candor compals me to say  that 
In my opinion, the decisive movement In this campaign, 
which resulted in the capture of the Army of Northern Virgin­
ia, was the gallant charge of the Sixth Corps, on the morning 
ol the 2d of April, 1865.”

Of the S ixth  Corps the C annoneer says :
“I don’t  know why it  Is so, but there was a contagion of bat­

tle, an epidemic of victory, in the Sixth Corps, that I never felt  
In any other. On the defensive it  was a rock, in attack a hur­
ricane. The presence of that Corps on any Held meant th a t  
there was to be lighting. It w as never known to be on hand 
for any other business.

In  regim ental losses Colonel W. F. F oj? says : T he Seven- 
ty-seveuth  R egim ent New Y ork In fa n try  V olunteers was 
also a fighting regim ent and sustained a loss in  officers above 
the average. The loss in officers in its Brigade was w ithou t 
a paralle l in  the war. The five regim ents (7th M aine, 43d, 
49th, and  77th N ew  York, and 61st Pennsylvauia) losing 72 
officers k illed  in  action.



©ur 3flag fforever 
j*

jfranfe %. Stanton 
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She’s up th e re—Old G lory—w here ligh tn ings are sped ; 
She dazzles the nations w ith ripples of red 
A n d  she’ll wave fo r us living, or droop o’er us dead— 

T he flag of our country  forever !

She’s up there—Old G lory—how b righ t the stars stream  
A nd the stripes like red signals of liberty  gleam !
And we dare fo r her, living, or dream the last dream, 

’N eath  the flag of our country  forever !

She’s up there—Old G lory—no ty ran t dealt scars,
No b lu r on her brigh tness, no stain on her stars ;
T he blood of b rave heroes hath  crimsoned her bars, 

She’s th e  flag of our country forever !




