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308 TNPANTRY .

FIR3T BATTALION HDOTS,

¥ajor Chas. W. Whittlesey, medsl of honor
Corp. ¥imlter J, Baldwin, Div, Cit, Hdgts.

Pvt. James F. Larney, Higths. {wounded}
n Becrge Boteslle, Co. C, Biv, Cit. (wounded]
0 Philip Cepeglia, Co. G. D. S. C.

" Hobert Manson, Co, B

" Omer Richard, Hdqbs,

" Lrving L, Liner, Co, ., . 8, C°

" Alber% Harlin, Ca, D.

" Darid Tulchin, Co. C,

“ Theodore Tollefson, Higqbs, (migsing)
"

%illiam J. Powers, Hdgts.

Bn. Sergt. Mgr,Benjamin F, Gaedeke, Hdaqts. Piv. Cit. (killed)
Prt. Jossph Friel, Co, A, D. 8.C. {kxilled)

Company &, 508 Infantry,

Segond Lient. Henry J. Williamson, Div, Cit.
Sergt. Herman &, Anderson

Corp. Irving Klein {woundad)
Corp, Alfred P, HRanheim
Pv{. Grover C. Johnson

" Roy E. John

Innocenza Cella
n Anthony HEiduek (wounded)

" John Collins [wounded)

v Hie B, Mettam,

Stephen Wondowlesky, Div. Cif,
Rubin Hudlow {wounded) '
Henry Brickson {wounded}

Weyne W, Martin

Bert ¢, MeCoy [wounded)
Kemnedy kK. Keily (killed)
Roland P, Judd (killed}
Williax Johnson {killed)
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Cowpeny B, 308 Infantry,

Corp, Albert Copsey, Div.Clt,
Sergt., Sampuel lsrons
Sergt, Herry J, Bermsdorf,
Corp. George Duify L
Corp, Martin Mckshon {wounded)
CGorp. Richsrd %, Yathews
Pvt, Thomas Dwmigasn
" Francis Feeney
" Bigurd V., Swaunson
" Joseph Kacsli (wounded)
" Thowas Harris
" Bart Amstetti
T Clyde G, &, Hint:
h Walter Hanson
" dJohe T. Fiynn.,
James A, Keegan

Philip Kormelly (wounded,)
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Compeny B, 2GE Infantry, cont,

Prvi, ¥Matin O, Lokken, Div, €it.

" Wm, Ziegenbsalg

" Lawrencs Fomeroy
L Harry Blakmore

n Walter S. Peterson {wounded}

o Agal Gesnekos

1 Glarence Peters

#  James Heerty {wounded)

u David H, Baker (wounded)

1t Emery Bronson (womnded)

" Henry J, Cogiens (wounded)}

a Louis Morris {wounded}

w Bonsventure Pistoris {wounded)
. Gharles H, Chavelle [(wounded}
" John Holt {wounded)

" Barney Greenfield -

" John Reiger {wounded)
" Orisnder Skebson (missing)
n
"

Reymond Hammond
Leonsrd Glenn
" Peter Evane {wounded)
n Stapislsus Albis {wounfed)
M Stanley P. Bradshaw (Wounded)
Second Lieut., Barry M, Rogers {killea} b. S, C.
Sergt. Lawrence Osborne {killled}
Pvt, Hymen Gsllob {killsdl)
u Grant 8. Borten (killed)
. William C, Halligan (killed) Div. Git,
n Lrthur A, Beske {¥illed)
e Gerlton V. Enott {killed)
u Arthur K. Jones {killed}
" Joseph B, Drydsl {killed)
H Rerl:¥, Jepson {killed)
" Splreater Hoven {killed)
* Williem M, Hollidey (kiiled}
" Cerl Hilderbrand {killed)
u Frank Earpinsky {wounded)

Company €, 208 Infentry,

Gept. Lec, 4. Stromee {woundeg}
Second Liemt. Leo., W, Trainor (wounded}
Sergt. Dionel Bendheim, (wounded)
Sergt. Hayuoend Blackburn

Sergt. Johm Colasscco

Sergt, Williem Jecod

Sergt. Fred T, Mein

Sergt, Bert B. Morrow

Corpl, Joseph K. Baldwin

"Corpl. Joseph Bennarovwicz

Corp, Thamas Bremnen {wounded}
Corp. Jacob Held

Corp. Jack Tucker '

Prt, Stanilsaw Kosikowski, DI. 5, 0.
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Jiviford e Beown, . 3. 0.
Touis Daskin

Arthns #H, Benson

Henry Tassidy {(woundedl}
Percy Cherlesworth (wounde:l)
Cavin Soppielo

James T. Dondon

Edward T. Surley (voumded}
Jolm Drosby {wounded}

Yoz B, JOowns

Joseph I, Portunate

fharies .. Frink {wounded}
Josepll Ghganil

Alberd Morris

John o phy

Morris Riehter

Jarvy Semenuk

Jo0lin T, Voorheis

George Kiem

Joseph King

Lewis Q'Brein

Frank J. lostinen

Oito B, Hetcher

walter J, HEraniz

Archie P. Laridn

Erilk Larson

Frank N, Tauder -
Leo J. Jacoby

Raymond Johnson {womnded)
ghester Tysen

Siephen Harchlewski

Cecil Towman

George HMayhew

Joseph I, HoGowan

dobert L. liears

g1in koFeron

Yilliam liisslon

Yyatt L. Holden

Dominiok Indiana

Emil Ksufman

william Monk

Trad Olseon

Tharles Pinksione (woursled)
Stacy M. Hieks

Max Tesnlck

Charles Uxman

tester Grisweld (woundod)
Hehn iaCabe

illiam W Armatroi,
Louis N, Hezen (woundod)
Kiles v Cunnipopgnem
constantine Yittulli {woundsd)
Ghharies VYallenstekn -
Benedeiio Spgro

gartin Tulte, Dive Cif.
Joseph W, Duniskis

Mrad 4, Mendell (wounded}
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Company O, 308 Infantry lcont.)

Pyvie Tars OEson

1 anderew Payne {(wounded} ¥

o Roy L. slrion

f ruelien St, Coritier (killed)

i John linchman (kiiled)

" David Gladd (kilted)

H Bugene eGrath (killed)

" Samuel Feuweritiebt (killed)

n John Dawmeobtt {(kiiled)

H Joseph Castrogiovanna (killed)

®  John Reynolds (killed}
Scoond Tieut., Gorden T. Schenck. biv, Fit. {killed)
Pvi. Zatine Caprnebucci (kiiled)

- Te the Zecond Platoon of this company the french

Repuirlic awarded the IJroix de Guorre,

Jompany £, 308 Infantry

Firsgt TLiout. J. V. Leak (wounded and missing, Gct. 4, 1918.)
Second Lisut. Victor A, Harrington {wounded and missing
Oet, 4, 1918.)
Pvt. Sidrey Rose (wounded) -
1 Joseph R, l'enningion {wounded)
f Patrick Maney {wounded}
n George H. Chiswell (wounded)
B Prank Habeck (wounded)
B Arnold M, Morem (wounded)
n Jasob Kaspiroviteh (wounded}
n Yalter L. Domrose (missing)
Sergt. Frederick W, Baldwin
Dorpl. Peter C. Judis
Pvt. Robert M. Fardoe
¥ Herdld Brennen
" Raymond Flyon
It Titto Ratito
A Jonn Y. Del Sasso
" Joseph Iitkus
Corpl. Ernest S. Merry (killed)
Pvt. Olaf V. Swanson (killed)
n flenry Xler (killed) Diw, Jit.

Company & 308 Infantry

Secornd Tieut.Fred Buhler (wounded)
Second Lieut.Zhermen Y. Eager Dlv. 1
Sergt, Amos Tediscoe {wounded)
" Jeremiak llealey ( wounded)
i Harry Freemzsn ( wounded)
Hark £. Hagerumah
Sorl, James Dolapr{wounded) Viv. Cit.
" Josepl: Kennedy
tiech, John Solmidi {wounded)
Bugl erGeorge . inglander {wounded}
Pvi. Truman P, Fairbanks (vounded)
" Robert Gafanowitz {wounded)}
" Fronk Follinger {(wounded) Div. 0it.
L william Holzer {wounded}

n
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Jompany & 308 infantry (cont.)

Pvi. Wrnest J. Nddien {(wounded}
" Michael Mele (wounded)
" Peter 4. Pitegerald {(wounded}
o hiliiam Negan
i Patrick 9'Comner {killed) Div. Jit.
u Guiseppe Fantini
" Jasse J. Mﬁ{}&‘lﬂ.ef
1 pudvig Domgetih
" Arthae R, Lovell
r Osear Potter (wounded)
1t Arthir Orikson
L Dennis A, Gallagher {wounded}
" James E. SlingerTand
" Fuzene Selg
L Johin Cormeally
" James R. Woods
" Witliam Schuliz
H Frederick L, {#Hlbur (wounded)
H Nathaniel Miller (wounded)
n Frederick Elliest (wounded)
" Glenn H. Heaver (wounded)
It Ernest Yornek (wounded) Div. Cit,.
" Frank Delgrasso {wounded)
fi Hyron B, Perrifo (weurnded)
n OGgear Wallen {wounded)
" Antonio Trigani
w Rite Hares
n Gust. Dabigren (wounded)
*  Benjamin Pagiiaro
" Osra Deadderieck
® Joseph Schanz
corp, Haakon A. Rossum {waunded} Div. Cit.
Pvt. Herman Edlund
" Melvin E. Clewmons
" Ray E. Iaymann
forp. Holger Peterson (killed)
Pvt. Filliam Mpriin (kilied)
Willism 4., Begley (killed
H John Boden (killed)
" Tauren G. Reild {killed)
o Paud T, Andrews (killed) Div. 21t.
1 James Bruton (killed)
" Albert 2. Ross (killed)
Sergt. Miechael Greally (kiiled)

Company H 308 infantry

Pyt Tdeut. Wlliam J. Sullen, . S. C.
1t n awrdt e V. Griffin {woumded)} idiv. Oite.
Sergi, Patrick J. Tanders
Sorp. Charles L. “ornell
" Havry T.. Schaffer (wounded)
" John Palden {wounded)
Sergt. Ddwin C. Drown {wounded)
Zori’{ 0laf Nilsow
Fvt. Herberd . Drake
i Kililam 2. Durns
" Yillism ¥4 Tuey
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" Joun e DB Regrney

. Joseuh . Jatiesrd

" Barry . shabon

v ot J. Hetioen

t siyde ldepwortl uoumes }
2 Joun “toends {wourndod )

1 doepry F. Flesning

# Fopa Alkin

H wdwavd Hwanson

" isidore LGneigel

" John Delserone {wounded)
B Plaze Sicianoi’f

L MElvain . Sunay
B Zmer A, ient

ft ol A. Flaek
! iAndreyw Bthe.s
" Sydupey £, Eann
# Roy Cummings
"o oandrew J. Tacscas
" Inrigus FPerea
" Albkert . Stelchen
" Gint dredahl
n Inrold B, Keptmne (wounded)
t dwvard Hollert
Sorp, Wilbur ., Whiting
#vt. Tyie ., Edwards
n Werppan Hiller
 siguard Gaupset {woeumded)
gl Feank Mauroe {(vounded}
" Joseph Joyce (wounded) '
n Joehn B. Swartz (wounded)
" Herbert B. Givson {(wounided)
" Jharles TWitter {(vounded}
n Hewry H, 3enter (wounded)
“ Troyd Ai. HBuntington (wounded)
" James N, Striekland (nounded)
1 Filliam 5, Ivaneis {wounded)
" Josephmns Powell {wounded)
n Oscur Willis (wounded}
v Joseph Shamrers (woundad)
tt Angal Orlando (voumded)
" Giehmrd 1. Joe (woundedi)
u Avthar . Joztney (wounded)
Jonvad Srgen (wounded)
" aleert M. Witihens (wounded)
Stenley sobuszkevicz (vounded)
* Tonis B, Z2aTd.ell
Al oDerLeon
"R Sastt . Whiite
1 dunicl (L kraass
" John .. Stenfield

H Janes 1. Leiley

" sutooorn . Haohls
" are Tue Tefiicer

1t
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" aozapit Teyell

" LhAney Talthl, sive 246

" Seatis f. L. Yriclson

" Towall 7. Ueilingsicad {somnled)
" Thonts .. ooy [ coundod;

| seell L. dweyes (wounded)
" Utto wheoler

" Jesik Rocke

i Smil 4. Pelerson (wounded)
i lienry Z. nutit (Clled)

1 donery H1lor {cilled)

it Ancot G. Passedt (illed)}
faymend G. Slark (killel)

" Vil¥iam J. Loviomen {killed)

i Fooerf J, Tittle {killed)

“ Heney Tl Tuskett {(illed)

" Samuel Tosenberys (Killed)
W Thomas Tavelle (Wiiled)
11

Jessa d,. Mendermiall (kiilazd)
B Richaeil Ve wyie (lellled}
" Gooree ., Niés (xille.l)
" Harold H. Tuomas (killed)
" feonard G. Gitehell (kitled)
n Thomas J. Lyang (iilled)
Mo AlPred Y, Sriokson (killed)
Sorp. Charles . Tomet {Killed)
Py, Iewis Zeuren (Milled}
Al Airam L. Ruge {(killed)
n Theodove Jlanson (killed)
it fenry Shimm (kiiled)

wediecal Detachiaent, Tith Ist & End
Battalions, 308 infaviry.

Pyt frving Sirotba
" Jauses M. Bragg, . .. D

" Jorm {zelhwris
Znd Dattolion Ndgrs. LU Lnfantey.

aetdng-iknjor, Japl. buovsge G Jooawc vy, Jo. de Couanind),

. N, P | P
RO B TS T A W1 DR

seglecitjor Tlavoprac Y. dossel, lulo. Jo. dive Sid.
Bt 2l kvhe mnioel Ve pe3on, Toe Do (EETTed) osive it
$Vhae cumed it To. Dl

rgbe Goverl Giealnos Joy sie ate Laoul (R s. Da), sive Tid
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SorB{ irthwe 4. Doherdy, €o. B (waunded)
Pyta - Prauk D, 5. Fredetis, Co. ¥

© . Jolin Sichorn, Go. ¥

A Peter H, White, Co, F

n John Ja ﬁh“alliﬂn, So, B

L Ralph U, baoisam, Co. ¥

" uerhevt-ﬁrqgs, dG, W

i Bhrard Suringer, Go, B

" Chattes Js Pugh, Co. B .

o garl A, Rain:qtev, Coas &
ot Spiro Aayony, Couls a
o Hayrry Thorsen, Cos . {(wounded)
- " glarence Patiersen, Go., &

b Henben W, Allstedt, Oo. G, (woumded)
i Fobn K. Hamilton, do. B
- " Ammon Chupp, Co. H {Eﬂunaed}

o ﬁhl}hﬂfﬂ_ Jt Izlﬁiﬂﬁ, 'ﬂar

'; Battallon Suuuts

. GOTP, Earnard girlece, o, B Dive Clba
Py, - Herharﬁ Jhrgenson, Go. ¢ {Wﬂaﬂﬂﬁﬂ)

Enﬁ Eattailon qurs., Bﬂ&th InFantrg.

Pi"tq Iﬂﬁiﬂr 'fl Eaﬂﬁ-ﬂ {Fﬂ'r e
ALTedi Hogdrieier Go, ¥ Brbe

' ';.-_j-_Evm ot Beludit, G0 H

Civving ¥, Sredowald aeu, B (imunﬁ.ed.)
- Jdeseph feving, vy &
- Johh @i Xeele, ﬁu, 5] (wﬁun&&&}
L. JoBgph Blofnal, Co, B
-jﬂrﬁhﬂt-iﬁ?gﬂnsan, Gg,;
Bvtin IXlbogen, Go. B {wuundeﬂ}
LizArthyr S6Lsmon; \CoL F
Hargisen Dayo, @6, F. '
" David Yagmuson,. Co. E‘ {munﬂea}
' ﬁﬁﬁhﬁny*hniaﬁasia o, ¥ .
Wiier Waingr, Co, B '
Tapland By ?f&ﬂ.e o, @ (wﬂunﬂ.taﬁ.}
Avthiuld G. ﬂﬁlsﬁn, G0, B {waundeﬂ}
Alfred E. Simiers, Co, H _
'henry Wy Goldhorm, CGo, W ﬁ
. -Alfwed J. Petbi, Go. H
- Grorge Boabler Go. i (wgnn&aﬁ}
. Tigedere Ing“aﬁam, Coe ¥
Filliam Bedrng, Co. & -
ilehael #&LEY, Co. E
J.".-Fﬂa!' {‘z"‘{’i"ﬁﬂuﬂtg; o, &
giwert .o Wenzel, Jo. Il
j.Ld.f'ﬂll ;Lllf‘ld‘., uﬂ, i (i{ J_ld'-l}
- Hones ﬁvysan, “0. G {hLllad)
® Johin Ruppe,; Cu. o (kilied) -~

2oz o= o3 .H.'x&j'g"a-:=-n:-_.~:!,n-::_-zt

=1
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it Baney J. Sornall {asouudod )
1t L0 fe Tlouer
t Thgelen T, Hoibne {oouniodl
v murice T, Kohan
¢ -,:." oalroy
e _l,,,._ uZ
" Keency
1 Tiphiaydson
" Touis Ne Johhson {kitied)

" Gustave Decker, {kilied}
do, B OJ0Gth ihehine Tun whiallon
Deoond Lieub. Harshall 4. Feahody (killed)

Hacoind Tieut, Emurice P, Xewnes (wounded)
serzl, Georgs &, Hauch

» CBanrice E. Jolnmson
LE Juling Seekmmn

" Idwin $. Mypard, Viv, Oit.
Gorpl, Joseph o, Kosenan :
oooon - James Po BT0emmell

- " F_I'_Ri_lk 0w R&ﬁ_l'_bﬂ!‘, Div,e Uit.

" Arthur &, Thompson -
. " "Chaungey I. Rice 5
¥riy Geurge ﬂgglaston i
U . heslie C.Torpey e
m 7 Joseph . Keily (wounded) .
%7 Jades R Lghargan (wonridad ) S ‘ SRR
4 malter Ta ‘Dliver (wounded) e
¥ Joseph J. Schmitz (wounded) SR
. Joseph Stamhoni (wounded) D. B G-
n Cojiriney Wa. Folley o
r - Mpepls Cohey (wounded)
§ a Jartin J. Grﬁtley wounted )
p Bdwerd 4, Eennedy (iounded)
" © Jehn H. $¢Brion (woubded)
A Bernard J. Swéeney (wounded)
Rl George Tl. -Brénnan e
o . Willilam J. Weight it
i darch : :
o Holt o »
Gergt., Dohert JT. Graham (killed)
Jorpl. @etin Segker {(killed)
gorpl, Jolin 7, Rysn {killsd)
Jorpl. Zec W. dorcy (killed)
Bugier Thowaes O. 0VEéefe (killed)
. Fvie  Touis Dlesil (kiiled)
; E Prank O, Demmiok (killed)
i " Kathan Olarie {kilind)
L " Jemes H. Jofrad {killed} .
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Prie Ha K. Singledine (Qiilaed)
v Anthony Ssntiilo {hiliEd)
r o Joiw H. Travers {kilied;

Compeny K, 30Tth Infaniry.

fapts, Nelson i, Heoldermen (wouwnded) D.5.C.
First Tdeut, Thomas G. Poul (wounded) D.S.C.
Sergt. James Muwrphy, absent, sieck in hospital, D.3.0C.
" . Bayd 5, Hateh
it Josenh P, Hehier
" Jemes he Deahan
" James Sarvroll
Gobpl. George Sins
" - Bert, H. GMeon
" George Gilley
n Alonzo D. Blauncharid
o Robert F, Bradford
" George Ty Speich - '
" Paid 4. Sehwartz (absent; siok in hospital)
First class Pvi, Samuel A. Altiers
First class Pvt, Isadore ﬁilllnger (misging in action)
¥eeh, Lester Unflerhill
*vt, Charles I, Adams
v Touls Berg
" ' Charies P, Ohvist
Hang Christensen (absent; sick in huspltal}
John Connelly (wounded; im hospitel)
* - Thomss He GLIL
r  george Hoadley |
o AYbert 0, Ksempfer {(wounded; in hospital}
n o Prank J. Lyons :

" Toblap Neyerowiiz

" Thomge Hurray
¥ HWiltjam ¥, Brew (absent; sick in hespltai}
Frank Stiage (wounded; in hespital)

‘" garvatore Pesetti

T galezere Pope
*  Bepnie B, Tornquist (absent; sick in hospital)
9 william keimel (&bsent; sick in hﬂspltﬂlﬁ
- Frafk Hogne {absent} sick in hospital)
" malph Brinkent (wounded; in hgspitai}
*  Jobn Bang (killed}
" fieheal Tekan {Kilied)
Benjaiiin Roberis (wounded; sick in heospital)
¥  poscoe G. Ghurch {lilled)
i Willian P. Crouse (killed)
” Yameme Schetdine :
£  Teomard Beebe (wounded; in nospitel)
®  Pietro Tost (wounded; in hospital)
* - Jolm Faro {(wounded; in hospital)
Joseph Spallina {woundad; in haospitel}
Edward Balker (wounded; in hospital)
faonsrd Beezon {wﬂunﬂﬁﬁ in hospitai)
Johnt Karaluinas (weun&ed in hospital)
t clLifford Thomas {wuunﬂed; in hospital}
t - Victer L. Bringham {(vounded; in hespital)

Niva Gi-t- -
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Company K, 367th Infentry.

Prt. Fioyd Berleu (ebgent; sick in hospital)
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Al fred Hebdpickson iwounded; in hospital)
Arthur Hicks (wounded:; in huspital} .

Herbert Bpneskius {wounded; in hospital)

Timott gennoily -
Albert A, Etoneuer

. Jogeph Christopher {ﬁuunﬂeﬂ, in hogpital)

Arthur #. Fain {(wounded; in hospital)
Witiizm Emsbe (wounded in hespitsl} -

. Isaae Tipscher (wounded; in hospital)

Giles Ofstad{wounded; in hospiiel}.
Mbert B, Mariin (wounded; in hospital)
Thormvolad Roshy (wcuﬂieﬁ, in hospital)
Ieory A. 3tumbe

- Arthur Sehwenbsck (wounded; in hospital)

Ray Treddwell

Gtto Velz (woiin@ed; in hospital)

guiseppe Scialdene (wounded in hospital)
Charles P. Adamg

Abrabham Krotosehinsky

Thomas I, Mamnion (shsent; sick in hospital)
Gus Anderspn (killed)

Harvey T, Cole- (killed}

Charley Johnsen ~(killed)

Frank Tipasti (killed)

rilbert F, Rumsey (killed)

Joseph Prugek - _

Véncent Wibtschen (absent; sieck in hosplial)
Tawes P, P¢iton Tounded; in bospital)

David @, Jones { .
Kemiieth Murray

Jacob €, rhelps {wnunﬁe&* in hosyital}
¢arl A. Enderson

L

Glovanni Bivalace (wounﬁea* in hospital)

Gilbert Brown {m1SSLﬂg in aatian)

James chamberlain P
Philip Ghristengen {ahbent, siek in hcspital) -

Peter Gibbhops . T
george Huff (absent; sick in hospital -
John J. Kentiel

Joseph Lohmeier (aksent: sick in hos ital)

Patay Long (absent; sick in hoespital

Joseph Baterna

Robert . Menan

Andrew Glstrom {sick in hﬂﬂpltal}

John Y., Pieracn )

Bert T. Bowers (vbunded; in hospiisl)
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Chapteyr L,
«The rafted Lan-

WARY That gruesome specire held so Jong in check by the skiltfal
hand of President foodrow Wilson, in his diplomatic rvelations with
the imperious potentates of Germany and Austris during Europe's strug-
gisa for supremacy, had at last been forgced on pecce-~loving Americs and
the expectant declaration found her citizens calwm, buf moved with a
grim determinaticon to see it threugh to the bitier end, For years
the digsinterested spirit of apathy shown by the average American to-
waril war or the machinery of strife, had aroused false impressivnms
in the breasts of those across the sez whose lives from birth were
honeycombed with militarism, as littie short of down-vright folly, so
naturally Amerieca anf her glaring unpreparedness haé eventually he-

come the universal by-word, for the jeers and sneers of Buropean jeal-
Gusy .,

Here stood the richesi apd most rescurcefwd country in the worid,
calaly basking in the sunlighi of iit*s own power anl greatness, with
but 2 mere hamdful of defenders, whose citizens solidly enfrenched be-
hind the bulwarks of successful business, were 10fh to concern them-
gelves with the rest of the worid or war and i$s exigency. From the
drift o¢f the daily corresponilence passing between Washington and the
foreign powers, the torch of contempt for this pessive weakness had
already been applied to A merican dignity, while gradually the mil-
l1tary heel began to trample on her neutrality, until the honor of
Tnole Sam, bid fair to be finelly dragzed in the dust of Pruossian
Imperialism, Though few Americans held doubis of the ultimate result,
%111 the hidesus truth of that unpreparedness, now arcse with reneweld
vigor to every citigen of the Nation,

To he sure we had a great navy, second to none and periaps even
snperior to anything afleat in ships, guns and the wrell trained men
who manned them, but it must be honestly admitted, our army was woe-
fully deficient and wholly inadequate to cope with the gigantic train-
ed forces three thousand miles away, whe were locked im a deatih struge-
gle, The defy to America was therefore the acid test of her ingenu-
ity. She must show the world her ability to guiekly eorganize and train
an army, equal to any abread within so short s space of time, that
even the shrewdest military facticians from every guarier of the globe
openly declared the impossible, Technioally, Amerioca was face ¢
face in the crisis of a leost art, Her careless indifference of the
past w88 now reacting as a boomerapg, while the hearts of the sorely
tried Allies were bheating trustfully, as they anxiously marited time,

"But*, argued the patrioctic American, "America has always
gloried in showing the world how to accomplish the impossible, Hist-
sry shows too, we were never rightly prepared until the fateful hour
and wshen once the Yank had gained s fair start, the geal was zlways
reached, crowned with victory.," The briefness of the Spanish-Amerizan
war, and the invaesion of Mexicoy, by General Pershing in his chase eof

the bandit villa was but g small ssmple of what could be done in an
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gmergency, and had gore far fwoprd stiffening the spine of those who
might lean to the Wuropesn idea of Awerican impotency, 350 now with

the very first sursur of war, we find the country aflame wiith tue
spirit of conguest and a rush made by the flower of American yuuth,

tuy he the first to e2nlist for the bonor and pride eof filéd Glory. Thous-
ands upon thousanils had already enteredl the services and were working
zeaiously in the numerouns training camps that had sprung up and dotted
the land {rom coast to coast. Truly the naticn had awakened from its
Icthargy and was living up to its reputation of doinyg the unuswal on a
large seale, Out on the streets =zt almost any bour of the day or night,
recruiting officers exherted and heckled the crowds of young men to
join the colors now, ani be the first to reach the shores of FPrance.
Silently and reverenily the multitude listened and watched the out-
gtretched finger of the coratoer, which seemed to pierce the soul of the
timid or laggard, while within the minds of those who hesitated, came

& stern battle with conscience,

*I must joein®", was the gettled thounght of everyone. Some, ftoco,
made mental calculations on "ihat will become of home, mother and sisier
with the Toss of my job,® Others held back to see what Jack or Jim
would do, or the grezter necessity of straightening out personal affairs
but in the heart of every mother's son, came an inborn desire to dun the
uniform and carry a2 gun for the vistory of American arms, All the
while these scourchbipg words of the glib telker kept ringing accusingly
in their ears, "You ovwe it L0 your home, your family, your flag and
your couniry, Join now®,

It was estimated nothing short of ten million men woupld suffice
to show America's strength and upheld her integriiy, therefore, the
¥ashington Administration lost ne time in mustering its forces with a
will., To expedite this demand ceme the draft, where my lof was cast
with the hundreds of thousspds who received the Nation's c¢all and on
June 5th, 191%Y, I (ook my pleee in line patiently waiting my turn to
register, after which I tucked my card sway carefully in an inside
pocket and wandered off with g sigh of reljief, That innocent looking
little pasteboeard, bere the printed number "75", giving no inkling of
its importance, nor the wonderful future and experience that was o
come wnlc a 1ife, that had never been the least concerned in anything

military, but teday, its gift of adventure would not be exchanged for
all the gold in the Treasury,

On June 206th, 1917, 2 hand in Washingien was thrusi inte a large
bowl a2nd a blindfolded men picked pumber after nuwber from among mil-~
lions, whose series would be called, incidently putting every registrant
in much the same frame of mind, as the mar who has hopes ¢of holiding the
winning ticket in a lottery. Each edition of the daily press was now
seanned eagerly by everyone who posscessed a registration ecard, In ilie
subways, surface cars, elevated trains, ferry bvats and the highuavsg
and byways, could be seen anxious men in all walks of 1ife earnestly
bent en the szme mission, serdiously studying the latest news and fig-
ures of the great draft to cere, A lock of sober, thouphtful expectat-

ion was plainly Jdiscernable on the facesof all, Even fhoueir tiieirs had
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net appeared, perhaps the number of 5 brother, relative or {riend
might be op that Yong 1isi, upon whom fate had set its senl, TFortune
had not overlooked me, for sure enough, tiere it was number 75", seem-

ing to grow larger and larger each fime L gazed wpon it and right wup
Fitix the first six bundred called.

1 shall never forget the feeling of exultation which sent the
bleod tinkling through my veins in what seemed new=-born iife., & now
began to realize in epvnest, that 1 was on the road to become one of
my courtry's vest army. Hvery fibre beat with tlhie enthusiasm that a-
rose to {he oceasion, Was I fit? wWouwld I pess the severe physical
examinationy These and kindred thoughbts filled my braim ip 8 whirl of
expectation, until the coll a few short weeks later set 21l such fezrs
gt rest, for 1 had gone through the trying orieal with fiying colors
and had been pronounceod sound and eligidble to shoulder 2 gun, Then
came the first signs of public interest New York City ook in her draft-
gd men, A dinner was arranged in honor eof all ithose who had been as-
cepted, by Lhe Local Chamber of Commerce, and wagé a never-to-be-for-
gotten gathering, where good-fellowship and happiness religned supreme,
Songsz end stories accompanied the good things we ate, with plenty of
choice smokes thrown in. As an added attraciion, an army officer in
full uwniform gave a brief outline of what was before us, elzborating
on the clean heplthy life of the soldier and impressing upon the future
rookle the impertance of a great American army iuv the Nation and it's
¢itizens. *When this war i8 over, every one of you, will fully realize

whe{ a wonderful thing it is5 te be a real A merican, who has Jone his
duty", he concluded,

After what seemed & long unneécessary delay, we were again sumoned
to appear at the Tocal Bearid's office, on Letcher 11th, ready to start
for camp and its routine of érills. What a sight that office presented
op this particular morning. A& queer but insplring picture, besring all
the marks of an immigrant landing station., Here could be found the
jovial wit of some Irish lad whese brogue and brilliant salilies helped
to brighten the apirits of many. %The Etalimn-American, German-American,
Greek-pmerican, Spanish+American and the Jewish sons whose ancestry
touched every guarter eof the globe, were as much interested in the pro-
ceedings as the natlive-born New Yorker, who perhaps had never been
nearer the old world than Ceney Island's shore. Some carried newspaper
bundies, faded blankets or batiered suit-cases, but all had evidently
come to some telepatic understanding, by presenting themselves in the
¢ldest ¢lothes that could be found, to huddle together in the common
bond of now formed comradfnip.

The Lecu#l Board's office seemed topsy-turyy that morning, and the
executives apparently were 1ost in the confusion, for we were checked
and rechecked until the thing had become a burdensome nuisance, s¢ when
the anhoancameni came 2% 1ast to beard the wajiting buses that hegded for
the bip Pennsylvania Statien, 2 hesrty cheer went up, that was only
duplicated by the erowids who seni us away itightrearded,
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chapter LI.
=Zamiy Uptop-

ow many New Yorkers had ever taken the itrouble to view the gray
estates of Long Island, ride over the beautiful country whose wide-
spread dimensions seem almust limitless, or had ever heard of the
town of Yaphank, within it's domain? Yet this calm,peaceful spot
which suddenly $g§Epg into .the 1ime-light, was lestined to bepoms2
fanous as one of"RKitienal "Army's greatest {raining cumps, that will g
o down in histofy under the name of "Upten", and wheose thousands of
rraduated played no mean part in the Yorlds Great war,

To be truthfnl, many of us had never heard of the place before,
ntr lald eyesg on any other site used for the purpose, and it was not
without some feeling of misgivine and strange idesns of this rural
hamlet, that we alighted from the crowded train and leoked out vpon
thie scene spreat befoere us frem the 1ittle woeeden platform, in the
distance gounld be seen what some would poriray » mining camp 1ln the
flourishing coal rvegions., Tha buildings, grounds and geperal layout,
the rouch erudeness and the strange transformation from the big city
we had left, which appeared withal, to hold a certazin cbarm that mace
the surroundings inviting, Prior te the arrival of recrults, a small
army of ¢ivilian mechanice had for weeks been busily engaged in re-
modeling thiz deseet waste into &z great wooden cily, capable of hous-
ing some thirty thousand men,

The spacicus harrseks looming in the distancey ums found to be
fully equipped with every modern conirivance. Up-to-date kitechens,
running water, modern plumbing, shower bLaths, a complete sewerage
system and countless eleetric liphts, 411 bearing silent testimuny
that nothing head been emirted for the he2lth and comfort of the so0ld-
ier during his periaed of intensive training,

Onward we truvdged slong the dusty road, headed for the barracks
thet were in use at the time, for the elassificatlon of newe-cowers,
passing the groups of our future comradd who eyed us with a curious
inguisitive air, Now and then p veice from their ranks broke Torth
with the cheerful} eaulion: "0Oh boyl just wait *til youse guys git
de needle, and other good-natored banter that put each man on edge
in wondering anticipation, Finally the destination is reached, and
we pause, awkwardly waiting for the order that means a personal tete-
a-tetey with the ifmportant individuwal inside, Iere you were required
1o gift a shoert history of your past life and ancesiry, vith what
branch of ihe serviee you felt best suited, and at the comclusion of
wiial secwmed a seuselass examination, Townl yourself coldly consigned
to whatever line your lisinterested interrogotor deened for the good
of the outfit, Thus some of our big huskiss, wio in civil life had
earned their living, muving safes or pianos, were surprised to find
thenmselves in the ranks of the infantry, while the moek weak-voiced
clegk, who had never attempted o 1ift anything heavier than the of-
fice pen, was assigped to the artillery, a procefdure that was be-=
vonil their depth of reasoning,
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The next step was 2 visit to the doetors office, where ancther
spueling exnmination was in owiler. Added te this was wvaccination
and that :ireated "Needle". & jab in the arm, another in the back
and one for pgeood measure under the shouliler blade,and we were allowed
to gsounter of'f to rest in the previsional camp, like branded cattle.

The long ride, hracing air and the &afﬁ exerglises had begun 0
tell and heside a siighi weariness, c¢ame the c¢all of henger wihille we
waited patientiy our first mess in eamp with anxious curiosity. It
wasn't iong heflore the bugierts call seni every man to table and we
gsat down to what is known ms army Yslum", stew, bread, prines and cof-
feg;whicl a1l hands ate with a relish, primel to the necessiiy of
taking events as they came with caim cheerfuiness apd submission,

As the svening wore on, many began to wonder where we would
gleep and when cume the hour for retifement, for most of us longed
secretly for a good night's rest, as none knew what the morvow would
bring, With the eolider rookies cotiher thoughts were workinz opposite
te ours, for it soon became manifest they had Formed different pians
for ocur initiatien, OQur arrival had evidently been looked upon as a
heavenly break in the monotony of rules and regulations, for we had
no sooner started to undress, than the storm broke, Shoes, socks,
pillews, in fact everything movable began to sail threouzh ihe air . in
our direction like a bombardiment from the enemy. Now and then from
a dark recess, arese a bitter curse or howl of anguish as g well
directed shee bhounced from the head of some poor fellow whose skull
had been the target, wiich was grected with wild 2heouts of derision
andt laughter ithat added to the bedlam,

A% the height of this gaiety, a door suddenly copens and the very
military form of a Sergeant emters, who shwutls and threatens above
the din, in uis attempt to restore order, but only to ke met with
gatealls and jeers, for a s=ergeant fo this crowd of unripe soldiers
means little or nothing where unbridled youth holds sway. Uver in a
far corper, & big strong fellow has stretehed himselfl iazily, fTull
lengih on his bed, and with a2 satisfied air, is entertaining his
listeners by proudly confessing he has not done a tap of worik in many
years, 5till he noticed his famiiy had sent him away with a smile,

and he also found some of them zctunlly laughing as the train pulled
out of the station.

In such wild surroundings there was scant opportuniiy te brood
or ponder over home, or those left behind, and as {be soires grad-

ualiy tost it¥s pover, we dropped off one hy one, to the landi of mnod,
contented,

At 5.45 A.M, the shrilll blast of the bugler was agein heard,
this time sounding revefil#e, bringing us back te the duties of am-
rother day, for there was much to de, in putiing aside our eivilian
togs for the uniform, with army shoes aml other necessary eguipment,
After bresikfast, we were prompily introduced to the numberocus picks
and shovels that sicod ready o fake part in the instruction, of hbow
to make the camp level, especlally the territory arcund cur own
gnarters, where many stuwps of trees were $til) n evidence. This
beoume our daily pastime for weeks to follow, under the divect super-
vision of some temporary appeinted officiocus non-com, who lost no
time mpr opportunity te assert his authority,



nﬁ.—

A few more wez2ks of this back=-zching nrogramme, broushi the
bright day of permanent assignmenty tu companies, Wine reca:d:
*lieadguaréers Coempany, 308th Infantry--Captain Charles W. Yhittlesey,
Commanding,* This brave Captain, who was destined to play such an
important rele in the sreat struggle, tuat during and afier his lead-
ership, had endeared him to his men and the eptire nation, was a tall
spare man, whose six feet of wiry muscle was guided by a pair of keen
sharp eyes, whieh secemed ever on the alert and now serntinized each
man critically as he advanced before him, Uiz maimner se found was
usually serente and passive, but when eccasion grose, he at ¢nce be-
came the cold, blupt disciplinarian, stern to the limit im tie en-
Torcement of aray rules and regulations, or in Tact anytning that
meant the making of a perfect scldier,

About this time, we were fairly well eguipped apd the drilling ana{
setting-up exercises hiad been installed, oy €0 marcl and keep in
step, how to stend, chin aup, sheoulders sguared aznd siemaczh in. llov
to use the rifie and the great necessiity of leurning strict obkedience
te orders, regardiess of wrhat they were, and to fail in this demand
was considersd the worst breach of discipline, punishable if nof by
Court=Martial, surely by the loss of the wed&pnd "Pass®, wiiiel meant
home and the Folks over Sunday.

Then too, came Smturday, whan inspection was invariably another
trial that puf eachh man en his E&%ﬁaLgand it was an inspiring sight
0 sees row after row of our regiment 211 lired up on the great big
fieids, with every ounce of their helongings spread oul, cpen to view
with each man standing at attention a silent spomsor for the appear=
ance of his personal effects, which must pass the hypescritical eye
¢f the officers who filed by, slowiy, t¢ gain the vise for ibe fol~-
lowing day's heliday, The unfortunates whe were compelled to remain
in camp over Suniday, feund if there wos no driiling that day, the
privilege to attend church, oy later entertrin such friends that had
asome to visit, Then therp was the ® | of G"ﬁ_ﬂr the Y, M. ©. A,

0

hués where one ceuld find soclace in writing home %o tell of the weck'g
experiences.

But the "Pass" was the weekly reward of merit, which somehow or
cther had become a fixture with the men,; for in {his land of rumors
it wag impossible to say when the Divisien might be meving, zll of
witieh proved groundless for we were vet to experienge the rigor of
the bitter winters of 1417 and 1918 in our present quarters, Many
Sunday nights during this pericd with our faces turned Uptonward
again, heat in the trains was at a premium, and it %23 ne uncomuon
pirht to see the hell frozen men itear down the adveriisewments over-
head and make @ bon~fire in the center of the cars filoor,

Cne morning in November, I was surprised by heing officially
notifierd that LI had been assigned as permanent battalion runner to
the first{ Battslion Heagguparters, .ere it become my duty to report
daily immediately after tue morning mess and work ofiimes far into
the night, Jdelivering the varioes General Oriders and messapes re-
gurding the work anil programme for the follovinx day's training,
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A grent vart of this work-day programme had senfered on the
rifle range, which had been se{ up about ftvo wmiles fron eamp, SO0 NUw
trips were wmade slmost daily to this spot by the different battalions
in the regiment, each talking its turn, and the men had bBogun te loek
forwvard to this practice as a welceome diversion frowm drills, hikes,
and the rest of reutine. Soom regimental and compeny shows began to
erop up too, and as there wns a large nember of excellent talent Fuimed
in the ranks, many ap énjoyesble evening was spent by thoese who did
not have to vreport for some special school of instroction, These
epterfainments were usually in the form of wvaudevil'e performances,
bringing befure us many clever dancéﬁ, gomedians, aprobats and sing-

ers, some of whom had in civilisn life maide their mark before the
theztre lovers,

Thux the early days at Upton blissfully rolled on inte 1Y1H,
when the order came for six ®weeks of intepsive trzining, which was
indecd a11 of that, for ravely a moment of fthe day was lest, without
gome sort of instruetion or drill being pounded into us witlwut
mercy, DBesides this, a spirii of rivalry had sprung up between ihe
¢ompanies at the rifle range., Competitive idrills were looked for-
ward to with keen interest and formed the sole topice of conversation
during rest hours, for each Compupy was anxious fo be declared tie
championa, for fthe gleory of its battalion. This outburst of sporiing
blood was viewed by the officers 28 a good sign of the develupment
ef werthy soldiers, who were surely showing the resylt of serious at-
tention to thelr tasks, Anything in the nature of a thrill is al-
ways welcgome in army life, We were all conscious of the approach
of a great day in the Nations menery and as Februzry 2:ind (ﬁashlngtonii
Birthdlay) approached, rumor again became busy, fcllowed by the sup-

porting order, that we were to parade that day through the streets
of dear old New Yorlk,

Everycne felt this was to be the supreme test before the crit-
ical eye of the publio and a great opporitummity to show our friends
back home, just how thair sons or brothers had progressed, for we
knew the citizenry was on the tip-toe of expectanoy. There was,eof
course, an extra amcunt of preparation and drills to fit us for this
momentﬁus gccasien, especially in ithe art of marching and general
carriage while on the go, Company vied with Company, 1o make the best
showing, as everyone felt z personal pride in his own partlﬁular
outfit, with a longing to shine before the gaze of Gothans sudience.
Then ﬂame the day, & wonderful day it seemed to us, although 2 heavy
snow was falling with an iniense and piercing culd, enougit te dampen
the ardor of less hardy spirits than those whoese hearts throbbed
anxiously teo the tune of the music, inside their heavy overcoats,

But on we swept over the slippery asphali of Pifth Avenue, with a
feeling of bursting joy. The sight spread before us was worth any-
thing within our gift. A vasi{ panovama of swarming humaniiy, toepped
of f by a lavish display of the flags of the Allies, anl most prom-
inent of all, waved the 3tars snidl Stripes, our own precious ewdlen,
for whose honor we were goipng forth, many never to retwrn. Cheering
surging masses packed windows and sidewal:s from curb tu stoep 1lines.
Hownted polize chavged and vesharged in an endeavor to kesp this
patriotic humanity from breaiing into our lines., Now aml then a
shrill wolce from the depths would raise and greet some column as it
passed by. "Hello Abey”, or "Good boy Paddy" mxngled ¥ith Lhe sut-

qﬁ&tﬁi‘mﬁ:‘-ﬁﬁ e,
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burst of a foreign tongue when an (talian moether gave a familiar
call to ey prowl Tﬁnyf‘as e eame and was gone in & second.

Yhen the parade finelly come %o an end, each son of old FﬁtUEv
knickerbocker felt gratifisl, encouraged in what seewmed a feeling of
first wvictary to a place in the hearts of his countrymen, then adided
to the big show-off came a three day¥s'holiday from camp, with thounghts
of home and friends., Holidays always seem to f1y fast and we were
back again in camp to the steady job of routine and what not, with
nothing 1eft bHut the refreshing memory of that wonderfiul evation, fo
driil and 4riil from morning to night in what seemed never ending mon-
otony, From this time on, I {090, became extra busy at Battalion Head~-

gquariters as commamls eame thick and fast for more open order worik in
the drill fields,

tha Executive Staff was kept fully informed of the official last-
minute news of {he enemy we hoped some day €0 meet and their daily tac-
tica on the firving 1ipe, caused plan after plan to be laid, with s8i¢-
vations crenfed to familiarize us with every move in the fierce fight-
ing abroad, and ways and means to frustirate their mode of action,
Rumorg and more rumors, on which we Seemed to thrive, eame und went
with measured regularity, Most of them died in the wild imaginations
of some, whoe were always to be depended upon for hearsay information,
I{ was not wntil early in April, 1915, that things really begun to stir
up with some semblance of truth, LBut garnishel with mystery apnd secret-
iveness that enshrouded Upton, The departure of Brigeadier Evan M,
Johnson aud his Staff for Irance, two weels previonsly had unleashed
apother bateh of unofficial pre&iﬂtions, which sprung from every corner
but again with noe apparent basils outside of simon-pure conjecture,
But new the press correspondents always aiert for anything bearing the
glightest ssent of sensationalism to their noses {or news, began to
geem aware that $ihip time something was in the air besides hallucin-
ations, for it had beceomée an open secret that the Division would shortd

imove while the exact day amdl hour remsinei as much an enigma to them
as to us,

It was noft until April Sith, that the first signs of anything
tusinesslike made Lts appearance in a wuick manouvre that suddenly
and completely shut off all communicaticn, from either inslde or out-
side the camp. Then came an orier to empty all our bedsacks in the
big baifns, while the grounds were now policed as never bafore, adding
to the wonderment that seized enel mzn in the excitement of newhorn
hope. Immediately after the evening mess, more orders followed in
a drastic edict from Headguariters, that sent every civilian employeas
hurrying to the statlon, with a specinl gusrl te see that none missed
the train Ieaving Yaphenk thet night. All thoughts of sleep Lhegan to
frlde when ¥e were instrucled to pile vwr bunks earefolly on the har-
rack fleor, leaviug us still guessing at the suddebness in the turn
of affairs, just wolting for the next move, but what wag it to be?
Could it be possinle the call for our services had come ot last?t lere
we now reslly considered Lo have resched the stage of proficiency
necessary for the big job YUvepfhicre” in J1ine with the Allies best?
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Chii for just one minutds raspite, te send a word {eo lovzad opes
at home, just o last line of favewell, but alas, this was nst to he
for we learued even the dours of the friendly Post-office had been
ciosed against us and no mail wouald be regeived, Surely no bsiter
sign was necessary than this to prepars uws for the actual uvrder to
make ready, #¢ with nervous pent=-up spirits a mad rush began on the
canteens, whicsh were soon srowded beyond thole cupaeliy. Ciparettes,
cligars, pipes, ceans of fobacao and wvarious other sundries that was
folt woull he a necessary comfort on land or sen found a randy ssle,

Bxeltement, knev noe bounds, as slowly and stealthily the silent
shades of night began to settle down opn the restless muliitule, it,
was to ke a time in their wmilitary service that will ewer remain fresh
in the mewmory, to be raferred to ag "The night we departed from lhe
Gantonment ¥, I{ wone on this special night that the first excitewment
and demonstration hed e&ver been staged in celelbration of the wovement
of 2 large bedy of treops for the War Zone from VYpion, and had called
upon the dermani spirits in a frenzied outburst of jey, that hailed
the hour 1o be off to the great adventure, from which many would never
returtt, or perhaps show by their decarations the rewaridl for deeds of
valor, Lt was ouffnipht, in point of unrestraini, 4n impromptu sort
of affair that had sprung vp Iike a wisp of the wind, to grow and
mltiply in youthful effervesasence, for the official word bad come

through and tie boys were out to shew their appreciastion in good cl1d
New York sty]e.

- J— ...-.—-r--

By SEven-tnirty e, Jpandewanlum rule%ihaﬂiﬁﬁ the sound of what
vas supposed (u be musiu, accompanied Dy the Ioud drum-beats, gould be
haard in the direetion of Upton Boulevard, a bLusy thoreushfare which
was considered Camp Upton's Broadway. Men had assemblied in al) the
nearby eompany strects to witness this great farewell procession or
take their place in the ranks of noisy activity. There was nething
mititary about the mob, the lines having from five to ien marchers
and it didn't seem to matter mueh whio gommamied, for a big buck-private
had azlready commissioned himself and stirutted along at the head, turn=-
ing now and then {o issue 2ll sorts of ocwntlandish erders fo thuse who
followed, carrying on their shouniders anything bandy, from broom-~sticis ’
shovels or garden rakes in lieu of rifles, The long, bruken calumns
would wind in and out ef the barracks, singing all kinds of popular
songs, going round and round with the staying posier of the Indian var
lancers, uwntil far past midnight, Bo one seemad to mind, for now our
Divisiﬂn hadl no place te sleep exgept the barid unlnthlng fioor, an
wiriah many a weary body thorouglly exhausted by the orgy, finally drop-
peﬂ;unminﬁful of anytlhing else but rost,

It is hard porbaps Lo sense the feelings of the past few vweeks,
feelings of onceriainty for us, with crowdsed discppointmenta as one
ilgne after the cther burst like hubblez in the air. liere were thous=
anis of young energeiic aen, trzipned to the minute, who dut a short
time ago, were }just ordinary peaceful citizens, new filled with war-
lust and at tlie zenith of manly sérength, They had gore throupgh the
roughest military training ever experienced. With winters arvotic cold,
housed in bregzy barrencks and constant 1ife in the open lhad wmade them
case-hardened, ready te accede to any demends of militorism and anxious
o 7o anywiere that wltimately Yeod to the bip neise "Over There",
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Unider such tension ant the long periocd of exhausiive fraining,
many of cur officers had begun to view further delay with visiblce
appreiension lest we go staele, Tor the constant ruwsors that we may
g0 tomorroew and others from the pessimists thal we mishi never go
at 211 had bepun to leave their mark en the high-strung tempersment
of" the entire Division, Unly those who were dop=iired atiempted
Lo sleaep that night and thoese who did suyceeed in slwmiting out the
uproay from their earthly coares, had not long to enjoy the coufort
for at thves 4, M, the steady {ramp, tramp of the 306tk Infantry,
the first to start on the long journey, awoke tie echoes with a
thill, followed shorily after by orders for our own, the 308th,
to line up, ready fto start at Iast for "Somewhere in France.?,
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tmborigation,

After a brisk fifteen minute mareh, loaded duown with hesvy equip-
ment, snd our few personel Lhejongings, we halted at the railway station,
where long iines of speelal trains steod ready o sarry us avay. lig
puffing engines nov and then gave an exira snord in the anxiety of the
mement to e off, hut they tou, must bow to the edict of military ex-
aptness and remain potient until each man hiad been siecxed and recnccked
again, as he hoarded the cars, until it was fully five A, H, before
everytiiing appeared satisfactory to the Command and {ie long low ridge
of barracks of Camp Upton with its many hap)y memories, became but 3
mist in the grey early dawn, Some of the men succunbed to the denands
of sleep lwmeliately, others silently munched the sandwiches that had
keen prepared with dogged unconecern, while many joked lighi-heariedly,
or puffed pipe or cigarette in deop thought, as the train increased
speed, which would emd at the terminazl in TLong Islend City.

Here a big surprise awaited us, for the place was well Tilled with
immdreds of spnziouns gitizens, wio had somehow sensed our early deparié-
ure and had stationeld themselves at every point of vantage to erane their
necks in & longing hope of recognizing a Joved one in that swarwing line
of kKhaki. Ewverything was working like well ciled machinery, without a
hiteh and we husgtlied aboard the woiting ferry=-weoatis with scant formal-
ily, while earh boat after it hail beon packed with brttalion after
battelion of human freight pulled out in the strewm. It was then that
811l regimentsl and company flags were ordered to be kept under cover
und we rounded the Battery ses wall serenely, turning our hows grace-
fully toward the big Hudson River, with its background of towering sky-
sorapers, Hearer and nearer we came Lo the great long abutwments of the
¥hite Star Line piers, where could be seen three massive ocean grey-
Lounds docked, but with steam up. Then came the soff jingie of our
pilots bell as he worked his way to Pier Sixty, and in aneother minute

we were scrambiing up the gengplank of the camvuflaged Lapland?like
5¢ many emigrants,

The arrangements for billeting troops sboard this mammowth flozt-—
ing city, were not slone marvelous, but a credit to the monumental job
of efficiency, when one considers it took but 2 few moments and without
the slightest confusion, to assipgn esch man to his bunk, in the long
line of tiers running fore and aft, which seemed o heve no ending,

The [irst move was 4o unsling ouwr Durdensome equipment and we were then
at 1iberty to roam at will over this wonderful ark, to gaze aidmiringly
at the huge anchors on her bows, the hig sixteen ineb hawsers that

wound around the clcais or view alofi, the thin line of bliack smoke

that powred forth lazily from those massive funnrels, skyward, Uur next
rownd of inspection was the mess-deck, where long tables swung on chains
from the deck shbove, VWe lesrned thet here the men would assembe Lo rew=
ceive their "chow!, by filing down the oisles £illing the deck from {he
farthest end and finish in time to let thovse woiting teke their places.,
By thig ingepious system, some three thousand hungry soldiers were fed
withiir an hoor and a half, Then wihen the last of the 1ine sl departed
& hose was brought to play on tables, deck, sides and hatehwsys until
211 had been Glenns&ﬂ«ﬁputle$5. This wrogramnme was strictly enfuorced
after every meal,
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Af'tey our firsi neen-lay mess sbosrd sbhip, the men swarmed idiy
about over the broad doeks discussing what seemsd fthe momentvus ques-
tion of the hour, which was wndoubtedly the only Tixed fhourht in tiw
vrzin of 2il, %hen d¢ we sai) and where are we going? The anxiety
and nervéus teneion ever our expecied departuve from Camp Upton seemed
mild comparved to the present stete of over=wrought anticlpation, but
whe Government apporently had seant sensern for ouwr nerves or ipguise
itiveness, fur it was not wntil five~thirty in the evening that the
gang-plank was finnlly withdrawn, the gangwsy clesed and szaled and we
headed toward the obamnel slowly but steadily for the wide open spuce
beyond, Idtlle by 1ittle the maujestic figure of Miss Liberty, with
her torch of welcome grew fainter, wntil she faded entirely in the soft
avening sunset., Then ceme the feeling that all the world held dear o
us was left behind perhaps forever, as we turned tenderly tc¢ thoughtis
of home, These anid kindred musings had put a dﬂmﬁﬂix?n the spirits of
many, for we hnd now begun to realize that there #5E serious things o-
lhead, and the long fayd demands had left many well nigh exhousted, so

by nine e'slock most of us turned to the welcome hunks determined on
rest,

The dawn of the following day feund us far from a speck of land,
The sea was calm smd the ship held an even keel, ¥hich made boat drilis
antd guard details easily accomplished, ETach man was assigned a place
in some particular 1ife-boai and at the sound eof the alarm, bhe was to
report in the shortest space of time to0 where that boat was stationed,
These (rills were held geveral times daily, until we had become guite
familiay with what wae expected of us in case of energency. By noon
on the second day st ses a faint shoure line could he discerned in the
distance through the rays of the bright sunlight, and before the even-
ing mess had started, we were anchored in the calm and magnificent her-
bor of Halifax Nowva Scotie, vhere ve were to await the balance of the
convey consisting of eight other ships,

At daybreak the follewing moruing, the entire fleet cautiously
lefit Halifax, with their thousands of reinforcements for the allied
armles, who looked for our coming expectantly, 1t is hard %o describe
the thrill and the feeling of emptiness while standing on deck at night
to gaze upon the dense blackness surrounding, to hesr the lapping waves
as they smacked “the sides of the noble ship, to know that wiithin hail-
ing distance somevhere, were eight other orowded vessels, with thous-
ands of our counirymen aboard, sailing along into what mizht be a wat-
ery abyss ot any moment, by the hands of gome German submarine, Strict
rules and regulations had been laid down and every precautionary meps-
ure put forward, especially tuwards the conduct of the men at sea,
Matches, flosh-lights apd luminpus~-faced watches vwere strietly forbid-
ilen to¢ be shown, Below the fegimental hand played and songfs were sung
with the spirit of a big ¢lub on an outing, so the danger, if there
was any, surrounding these lighthesrted souls, was given little heed,

After the first fevw days we had pgained our sea-legs apd the nov-
elty of the ships rolling was rarely commented upon. Thue day after
day of the fourtesn we spent on the deep briny, were unsventful except
for the faeci thot a diet of cheese and marmalade reigned supreme,
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Tilen came & day ond the welsome hour, when siowly but surely ihe
rocky eoast of ireloend, egan to loom up dead aghesd 1ike some gresi
pyramid in the sea, and caused the hearis of our Irish Budides to leap
for joy, as they lined the rails and looked longingly landwurd while
teliing great toles of their wondevful bomeland, But the good ship
began fo Tall off (he course and plowed on steadily wuntil she dropped
anchor in the horbor of Liverpool. There was a wild demonsiration of
thanksgiving 28 we bLegan to bresthe sighs of relief, that the danger
of & watery grave wos gt lessi evercome and locked forward Lo future
events with passive wiconcern,

The halance of the convoy had taken their places guite close to
us ané the shouts of joy from all sides now and then mingled with the
reginental songs of the days of Upton, were sung again with extra vim
and enthusiasm, It was late that night before the cheers and shouts
gf those happy men died dewn and all hands were again guartered below
deck, Tor what wos 1o be their lasi night aboard the gallant Taplend,

It was immediately sfier the morping mess thati we again slung
our heavy packe over ouwr shouiders, then listened to the brief warning
of an officer regarding the conduct and deportment to ke chserved on
foreign 50i}, and so0n we were filing down the narvow pang-plank, $e
the welcome feeling of terrva-firma beneath us once more, Ve limed up
on the deck with eyes centered on the ship, for with the usual aciiv-
ity of navy vegulations, our precious bharrvack bags ¢ould be seen coming
up frowm the dark holds, te be later on claimed by their owners, This
was o welcome sight, for in those bags were many cherished mementoes
that could not find rcoeom in ones pack, The very air teemed with the
hustle and bustle of arrangement, Companies were formed =2nd merched
in the diregtion of the British trains, whose gueer compsrimentis
brought uany humorous rewmarks,



Chapter IV,

~OVERTHER G-

Hame Rumur had cut loose again, and was busy spraading all kinds
of wild things, as t¢ vwhere we were bounl and theve was hardly a fown
er city in the whole of Grent Dvitain known 1o the wise-aeres, tiat had
not been mentioned &5 our destination. But after ter hours ride in
these stuffy Lrains with only two stieys to allow a streteh of our legs,
or a drink of fresh waler, snd we were on the go again, wntil they Tin-
ally released us in Dever, Along the narvo¥ crooked siregts of ihis
town we trudged, headed for what was known as a rest camp, to put up
for the night, but we never felt the need of rest so nuch, until this
sornslied haven had been left bebhind,

In the morning as we sauntered thiough Dover taiing tedsissg the
strange sigshts in, we finally ended at the guay to gaze across the chan-
nel where we knew lay Prance, IX{ was here the firsi sighi{ of war's
terrible work held us spellbound and T reeecived my first startling im-
pression of its fiendishness, A beatlioad of mangled Dritish soldiers
had just arrived ahd the entire pier was lined with rovw after row of
the unfeortunates. BSome were streteched out on rude board benches, othere-
iay upon blood spotted stretches, trying with every manly instinet to
bear witk fortitude the intense agony of frightful wounds, 1t was &
painful object lesson to a2il of us who looked on with silent sympathy.
Arms without nmumber in 81ings, others on crutehes attempting to hobble
about and some whose features were entirely cobscured by the thieck
swathing of bandages, just allowing space for the tip of their nose to
catch the air, The whole scene was gruesome, sickening, awful and left
& wark in my memory never to ke forgotien,

Just akout 4ayhreak the felloving morning, we departed from
these doclts of misery, sboard e swift running craft that bounded over
the choppy waters of the English Shannel, to land us on the sandy
shores of France, The spoene that greeted us here was a pieasant cone
trast to the misery of Dover, as we gaped and marvelled at the fantasy
displayed in the different golors of our Allies aniforms, forming a
sort of ifldescent conglésmraiion of foreign workmanship, as the com=
rades in srms calmly watched cur landing. This was @alais, and & short
hike through the roaidways, showed the place to he piled with 2 con-
zested mass of every concelvabie article of war, un{il we paused at
the camp, which we prepared to ocoupy.

Our Tirst night in the place was an exeiding one and vwas to be
our begptismal fent, ot the hends ef the Boche whiosh came asarly with a
sererade of air bombs that fell all erownd us, bul foriunately failed
t¢ reacsh ocur refuge, But ‘e sight that greeted us the nexi oorning
in the city, shovwed his missiles had worked havee on o mmber of build-
ings whose shattered testimony showed & true aim. Jusi te the soubh
of the main reservotion lay an immense camp, entircely enclosed in a
wire fence, This was set aside for the Cgolie lober, probably tvo
thousang of them who ssemedl to be deing all the heavy work in the am-
munition dwaps, Our men, when opportunity permitted, lined the {ence
and attenpted to converse with them, or watelr them dance and sing,
These carefres oreatures were an intevesting tot, to whom bombing heid
no Lerreor,
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The Division hed hardly settled when an order csme (¢ Lwrn in
our Springfield rifles for the British Bnfields, Tie exchange
caused all sort{s of comuent, that was second only 10 the excitement
arvused when our barrack baegs, containing twoe compiete votfiys for
each man were taken away, The Supply Sergeants bhoing the most in-
gensed,for by this stroke zll their exhaustive work of the beginning
had been ruthlessly updone, ilow thesae camps had geined the name of
ragt statiens was never thovoughly fathomed. in the present one, there
was very little encouragement given to idleness of any gort, for early
in thie morping of the following day we were routed out for an eight
kile hike, that found every one disgusted. On our réturn an issue of

gag~masks and steel helmets brought us one noteh cleser Lf seemed, to.
the work opn hnod,

It was new time For "chow®, and o concerded rush was made for
the mess-halls in order to be through with the day, as we were anx-
ious for a goud nights sleep. Hvidently we had miscalculated our
pegition, or bad noit yet thovoughly awakened to the foet that tue
Boche might have 1aid different plans, aided by the moon's generosily,
For the night was & clear ideal ope that enabled the ferman birds to
give 0l1d Caislis & thorough siraefing, so we come Lo the unanimous
opinicn that rest in a resi camp wus a misnomey, not tc he depended
upon, MNorning added anoiher ciapter to our busy life, for befure the
sun had herdly peeped through the morning mist, we found ourszelves
being hustled abosrd some freizht trains and on the move onee mere,
sut this time headel fur the vicinléy of Bperlecgues (Pan de €alais)
wiere the Division assembled about May Gth,

i well recall the time, for about midnight we plled out of the
bare box-cars and were mei by some Brifish non-coms, who gnided us
over a leng tiresome mareh, until daybreak found us quartered in
some old barns, in the touwn of Somberin. Major Genersl George B,
Dunean hadt essumad command of the Division at this time, having re-
lieved Brigadier General Bven M, Johnson, wio had resumed bis cormand
of the 154th infantry Brigade, We socon learned that e months inten-

slve fraining was in store, under the direction of the British 39th
Division,

it was here thot the firet eight casuslities from the enemy fire |
was inflicted by a Doche bomb, which had dropped right in owvr Division.’
ai fepdquarters, His air raids vere counlng thick and fast new and '
wvere of almost nightly occurence, shalking the ground around ws like
jelily in a bip boewl, No time was Jest by the Britisb in putting us
titrough the paces and It wes guite herd At Fivst to get inte {he swing
of tueir training, His bayonet drill and his coubat methods we {oumd
somevwhat different fo what we had learned, bYut it wes =441 nmore d4if-
ficult to become uzsed 4o tiie hBritish ration which invariasbly ponsisted
of tex, jam and cheese Fovr brezkfast, cheese, jam and tea Tev Tunch
and jam, teu and cheese for supper, Therefore the local estaninetes
did a thviving business with the ¥Yanks whe with the aid of pocket
digtiopnaries and many gestures, impressed upon {he bewildered propri=-
etor that the hungry soldiers were very eager to bey'beauveoun ceuds,
pomngs~ide-terre and fwice a5 much vin-rousef,
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e Sritish nopw-soms had pepun 1o werm o their task and we
were hard at it daily, learning all they knew of different msnouvres
¢n the dydl]l fields. At mess apd after Arill hours we were regaled
with thrilling tales of their part in the great battle that was going
o, & comparavively fow miles from us, and above z11 they seemed most
anxious tu impress us with the puint thet they were "fed-up'uwith ihe
war, BSo0on, tuvo, some of ng were io see for curselves what it meant
to be up in the line, FPor corders hwd come that small groups of our
afficers and mepn were ito make trips, which would last several doys,
right up in the front line.

£ was %11l Battellon runner and was greatly envied by many of
the buys, when they hesrd that I was assigned to go with lajor RKeleon,
commander of cur Battslion and the Battation Adjutant, on ths voyage
of discovery. ¥Ye Lost no time in getting abuard the British lorries
that carried us on this rather perilous journey, coming as cloese as
pessible to the line, which =2t this time was just beyond Arrvas, Al

-, during our ride the roads were being constantly shelled and on reanhinﬁ,

pas

tha destination, we were gulded to some dug+-outs in a trench, which
at the momen{ was heid by z Scoteh regiment, This trench was about
five feet deep apd searcely wide enough for twe men toe pass, The
floor was covered with duek-boards, to keep the feet dry as possible
in bad weather, undoubtedly for the purpese of preventing what is
known as Firench~feet",

I was welcomed by a2 jolly squad of kilted Scoi{smen in the dug-
out to which T hed heen assigned, who made me feel as comfortable es
couid be under the circumstances, My first act was to adjust my gZas-
mask to an alerd pesition and give an extra tug at the strap under
my chin that supporied my tin lizzie, then affter unsliinging my light
gonmbat paclk and standing my rFifle carefully beside me, I was realdy
for whatever might come, Although I had heard countless stories of
the big fight since leaving Upton, I was always eager for more, so
whiile two of my new acquaintances busied themselves killing cooties
and anotier cleaned his rifle, [ lost no time in plying them every
conceivable guesticon on fhe condugt of the wer, Nor did these genial
comrades ever bire of satisfying my curiosity, by reciting exgiting
accounts of attacks and counter attacks in which they had participated
wlthout any attempt to streich or overdo the zitwation, They laid
particular stress 100, upon an expected German drive which they felti
was due any day, then they went to great length in felling how ready
thoy were for it, Pointing to the camoufliaged tanks standing silently
behind the little knolig scattered near the {renches, with pleanty of
ammunition and deadly machine~guns ready for their work of carnage
aplt 2 warm rec¢eption, their cenfidencs appeared Lut natural.

All this time our Baitallon commanier and his Adjutont were
studlously examining the trench system and learning the pilan that was
expected +o nold baek fthe Boche,
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Ly first experience in these cloge crampel duariers was a slcep-
less une, for Secdarce two hundred ¥ in the eear of ws, a noisy bat-
tery of 75'8 erashed incessantly, bkelehing fovih shurp tonguss of rour-
ing flame, thprough $he inky Macimess of the Yong nighl, while I sil-
enily marvelled at the wneoncern of tiuose hardy Seotehmen, wino sTum-
hered snd snoved peacefully in the deafening roae, wniil it was full
daylight before the nerve-racking solvos had censel mwl the earth
stopped guaking, allowing my tirved brainp z chance to shut out the sgene
in a twoe nowes uap,

After several doys of sieady reconneitering, we again turned back
to our outfit 10 be greeted warwly sand attempt to answee the thoussnds
of questions vut to us, z=hout the line and its weird but aitractive
gurrcwtdings, Then came weeks of more training, in which we Fouglt
sliam battles wnder the direciion of our British task-masters, to be
praised, corvecied snd criticised, 21 in the same breath it seemed,
until we became tired and weary of the whole thing and longed to go it
alone, British training, Briiish marmalade and British cheese day in
gand dsy out, had become more than monoltonous and we oched for a real
honest~to=God American sector, if ene could be found, resdy te receive
their eountrymen, Added to this the novelty of our experiences since
we left home had begun to ebb apd ithe thoughts ef thoese we had 1eft
peitind started to gnew dodily with traces of homesickness, but suddenly
joy dispelled this growing gloom for the weleome news that sueh a sec-
tor was waiting for us, with American ¢omrades, American ways and Am-
erican smokes, Vhat cowld be more soothing to th¥%@€R dejected dough-
boys?

It was a willing ovowd thast tumbled into those slow moving hox-
cars and though tired beyond expression, patiently vode across France
in the side door Pullmans, with their familiar markings of “"Hompes 40,
Cheveux 8%, while from above, just to show his spirit of good Kgmerade-
ghip, the Beohe bombed ws in seeming glee, Though we did not know where
va were going, still we were oun ocur way and this gave a chiance to the
runor mongers to get busy again, so they told us it was Italy, or ihe
shiores of some Mediterranean c¢amp, to which we paid littie or no at-
tention for we had otlier thoughts at preszent,

To eat, live and sleep in a bhox-cor for theee days and nights,
is an sxperience in itselfl that would be hard to relate and can only
e appreciztad by one who has been pzeked in with thilrty-nine others
on 8 sn2il=like journey, which in America would have taken no longer
than ten hours at the most, Finally we derailed in & very small ant-
igquated town, Lo be started off on a Lwo days hike which woumd up in
Alsace~Torvein, with owr entire Diwision cantered around Rachervillers,
where it wos generally umlerstood we would ogocupy 2 quict sector, for
it had come L0 our oara that the Forty-second was to be ralieved,
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Cirapiey v,
The Baooarnl Segior,

Y was 2 most encowraging feeling affer 511 the wenry training,
manoeurring and Iriissome travel, 0 know we were at Isst conmidered
Fit to du ovur bit in the line with 2 reguisr 3o0ldierd work in wer,
for it Lefell owr ot to tokes over a sector that waw held jointly
Ly the Gist French and the 42pd Americsn Divisions, These French
hal helped wonderfully to fecocliitate motters, by holding the entire
iilne until the relief wss completed and ihe 420d moved safely to
enother front, Ouw Division and brigade headquarters settled in the
town of Bacearat, the regimental hesdguarters in heuf-Weisons and
the battalion headgvarters sei up in s wink chetean in a town ealled

Hadenviller, whiech was but a short distence from the froni line
tranches.,

) Everything wae in readiness and ow first centoect with the
French soldet with his months of bitter experiences proved a great
help to our ihirst for information, regardless of how small or un-
important it mipght seem, The shrewd Germsn intelligence system liad
net been idle, nor caunght napping and just to show they were very
much awzlee, broke oui a lurge banner from their observation balleon
which rend: "&ood-bye 42nd Division, welcome W7Eh,D

I went dovn to the line with the Major, who satisfied himselfl
that company hesdquarters as well as the platoons, weve proparly
iocated in sub-sectors and likewise ascertain if the outpoests had heohn
rightly stationed, ¥*his dope, I nos detailed to report io the regim-
ental Cormmander, that the First battalion was in position, As night
approached, it gcould easily be seen ow men were on edge, foy now
everytbing they had assimilated of the art or finesse of war since
the days of Camp Upton, was to be pui to the praetical crucial test
of worthiness and here we were, almost face to face with the eneny,
anxiocus to make a good shﬂwing. Signal rockets were distributed,
some meaning a patrol, an sttack or the {imely warning of a dreaded
gas gttack., In fact, everyone had some particular duty fo perform
thoroughly, for the slighitest slip-up might mean the leoss of num-
erous lives,

Battalion headgquarters had become a veritable bee-hive, which
kept me busy and on the job every minute with my staff of runners,
who constantly delivered messazes or brought in reports. Yo get as
much as twe hours sieep at night was considered luocky.

it was June 21st, thai morked our firsé pariieipation in the
great event and the introeduction seemed wveird and enthralling, To
1ook out over the tep of the treuch into the ses of barb wire en-
tanglements, or on beyord to the wnfathoned deptiis of no-mansiand,
which & ereseent moeon bag Dathed in g soft mellow light, thwt harm-
pnized with the intense stillness, Kot & sound wes L0 he heard on
either side, net o living thing seemed {o muve gxceptl the hurried
gourry ufl an ucaa%iﬂnﬁl trench ret as it shifted its position. Was
this really wg?* Or was it an ominous ealm before the storml The
menn who were not on fixed post neved abovt coutliously now and then,
285 the deathlike pight passed houwr afiler howr uneventfully, then
come the first weloome 13eht of worrving and with £, the extra wel-
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gogle detsdile bringing io ot geffee, hpceop o4 Dnrd-fook uwhieh those
gilent wetochers ate with o velish. During the day we Lept wuwler ¢over
pg npeh 2g posxlble and o worning blasi of bhe burle wos geundsd whens-
ever the LBoehe attempted to come over, which he did seversl timey dally
znd a1l those whw heppened to be around or about, tool shelter in some
Tuined wuiltuing or bhillet.

e un was eviilenily trying ouwr nevves, as the days cerepd on anl

perhape, too, we uere geitting on his nerves, in expectation ol zong~
bing thot had not yet, appearei, so¢ at fouwr A, 5, un the morning of

June <4th, he decided $o give us ¢ royzl weicome and 3 taste of what he
could do, by begioning a terrific sheliing which consisted chielly of
mustard and phosgense gas., During this attack he Fired some three thoue-
and shells, a great part of which hit Badonviller, while & nutber fell
in the line, He vorked what wes krowr as a "hox Barrvage?, dropping a
1ine of shells in the front, with 3 rov tov the right apd jeflf of the
secter and as this barrage crept zlong with wonderful accuwrzcy, his
infantry followed it, Right inte our front line Le poured shose sheils,
then hisz barrage would 1ift seme Tifty yards, simultaneously his sen
kept time with measwred pace, %o drop into cur front line where they did
congiderable damage with hand yrensades, among our boys who were exper-
iencing their first gas attaecl,

For three long Lhwowrs he kept up on ineessent shelling and through
it all, we suffered the agony of being compeiied io wear gas-masks, He
had cut all our communicaticn lines and the only system left us was the
rinners, His aeroplanes $oo, had not been idle the while and one aure
daring than the rest flew directly over bhettalion hesdquariers wiil its
machine-gunter peppering the entrance and all around it, besides several
shalls nad plérced the walls, bursting the partitions anpd csilings as
thoeugh they were mere cardbeord. Day broke and the smoke had cleared
somewhat, but the gas still hung heavily in {he air. Our night% (=
perience had cost us some eighty men, most of whom were gassed, noi
becapse thney hadn't put their wasks on soeon enougi, but merely because
they had removed thew {00 soon.

Again I went up in the linoe with the Majur, to check up casualties
and see what aid could be rendersd. Ve came across our mediecal officer,
Captain Condon, not bask in his bomb=-procf degout, but right up in the
outposts, siiirt-sleeves rolied up Lo his elbows and his arms covered
with tlie blgod of our hoys. Ve shorily after lost the services of this
gallant officer, for wiille riding thvough the fown of Fenneviller,
through a heavy vain of shells, he deemed it safer to tie his horse amd
step inte a hall, of what was once a French dwelling. He lLad hardly
entered when a #hell broke directly in front of ¢he rains and a (rag-
ment of it tore througn the refluge, striking hiis leg and manzling it s0
Padlly e was wept from furtier duty for the walance of the war, Thus
we o3t a tallont offiger whose actions were typleal of tie medical
men, who fook up nis tasks whew Feie decreed that he siould ocoase,

hat a ghastly sighit grectedl us., The dead partly discolored from
the dealdly funes {tie Boche took such lelieghi in wsing, e were senstant
1y maiking roum Uor the siretcher begrers cavrrying thoese whoe were to ve-
ceive first aid in the field hospitals. Some showed 1ittle signs ol
1ife, others pegeed For 2 ci-srette vy a drink, whlle now amd then came
proang of agony, This experienss Ieft g mnerol and faugbt us a4 men's
twoe best feiends in Lthis wovy were his rifls and gsg-mesk.
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quring e felloving dey, awost of o Biwme was son amed in ore-
pairing the tranebes and boeying the dend, whieh was n diffilcult
task, Tor the Hun kopt sending over high explosive siueils, whish son-
stantly hbursi aver ths heads of the burying detail in the 1ittle cem-
ctery that lay just north of the devasinted village of Badonviller,

Aunor sud spresd of o greater atback, and that ulght 1t wes
Ehought best o move battalion hezdguarters fron its shatitered positiow
in the pinit chotean, (o Pexonuz, a distance of about twe alles, thatl
took us ihrough what was Cormerly the town of Fenueviller, which st
tils time was but 2 mass of rulns with Lwaedly a wall more tian three
feet high stiil stending, but these ruins moide an excelient uiding
place For some of the artillery who had relievad the French, The
tevrain of the sector wWas particulovly suited for the training of a
new division, Tis hilly, woody country affording excellent opporiun-
litiez L'or developing the inexperienced by prectical manoeuwvres, which
were held by each batialion in twrn, while anolher would we holding
thie line, The woods:!l spets affoerded great pretection for cuw supnly
traineg, while Ivom an observation post, could be seen the peaks of
the Vosges mountains in the distance, whose white roads stood oui and
ran through the 1ills like rivbons,

About midnizht on the third of July, word cane that the Boche
vas expected to attack in force and s "stand~-to" was ordered with
every man in the Division ready from iwe A, M, until daybrealk, with
liis combat pack and extra banderliers of ammunition, ready to move on
a seconds notice, in suppoert of those helding the line, July fourih
Was celebraied in Bertrachawmps, by singing patriotic songs and the
holding of meetings Ly thoge in the support position, which was & few
kilometers behind the front line, My dulies at this time, in adlition
o having charge of the runners, was to report by field telephone o
every morning just before daybreak, by saying: "Pexone 264" vwhich "~
mzant that all was guiet snd that no attack had come that night,

Rapid progress was made in the course of training and the patrol..
that were sent ocut at night accoemplished a great deal, ito reconnoiter
Ho-mans land in the darkness, always moving cauntiously, ever pn the
alert for the slightest sound, dropping motionless as the enemy flares
vent up, or as the rat~tat~i{at- of his machine guns sweeping space
vas heard. Sometimes a few of the men found it wise on discovering

rey wore spotted, to seel the shelter of a shell-hole, where they
renained motionless all the nezxt day, wmtil night and the cover of
darlkness allowed then to reburii. Several enemy patrols hed been shot
up Badly on various oscasions,

On Sunday afternoon, July 21st, Captain Barreti, of anotier reg-
inent of our division sttempted a1 paterol with 54 men For the purpuse
of taking prisoners in brosd daylight. e ond bis 1ittle following
narched bLoldly across ko-mans laml, right tlrough thie enemyts wive,
whiech they had cut. AYY of this was agsomplished withoul g wishap
o1 siot being fired, then when sbout (o enter the weeds beyond the
wire, the swpdden blast of a German bugle, brought an attack from all
sides, RiLfle, machine=gun snd hand grenade Fire from ot least tuo
gaompanies of the Boche fairly rained on them,
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Taz fighf wss tevrilic turding ohio shord tims if Josied and
though cvutnumbered maty times, ouww len feught 1ike infuriated loamsy,
combivad with o stepdiness and courage Lhnt was res:rxadle under the
gircwastances, The fenvless Sapisin Bavvetnt was killed wille wvaliaci-
1y direciivg his men in this upequal ouslaught and but iweniy-one
a1l told, returpe:, the majority of whom were badly woundel, Prey-
ious to this atiempledd coupn, ovr patrols had from time to $ime, sisros
the-enemy's territory beyond the secend line without apparent oppos-
ition and this atisck in sucih numbers showed & growing contempl on
our part, thst proved a sad experience dearly paid for, with a lesson
that faupht greater respeect for lives in the futurs,

it was an interesting sigh{ on a clear day to watch our observe

ation balloons scoring far up in the sky, the eyes of our reglment,
whe were proving an invaluaible aid and a necessary asset to the sys-
tem of getting First hand and minute rapgerts by locsting the eneny's
artililery, retion and ammumition dumps, and any movew:nt beyornt his
iines, LIf these movements oppearsd heavy to our men aloft, such as
might tead to the indieation of o relief of his troops in the line,

a slgnal from fthep would start ow artillery working instantly with

a constant and liferal shelling, As the enemy wnlisputedly contrulled
he zir, these men held an uncnviable position and our antl air-gzuns
wvere kept busy keeping the Doche airv sbarks as high in the bheuvens

a3 possible 2nd out of range of our faithful watchmen. A cheer of
delight was always ithe signal that pne of these [Hun planes had met
its Waterloo at the hands of cur guns, perhaps at some enormous
height, tu turn over slowly at first 1ike a wounded bird, then shoot
te earth with the specd of an arrow, Sucl g sight I witnessed zti
Chapelle, where the wrecked objesct Ilay shattered and tori, as our
men arowded ahoul eagerly. The horrivly mutiizted bodies of the
Pilot and his Observer cought in the wreckage was an awe insplring
sight not scon forgotten,

Atthough this sector was eonsideved a compavatively quiet one,
cur maghine-guns found exeellent training on variocus nigats, by put-
ting 2 harrassing fire of several thousand rounds, on some particular
post or stronghold of the enemy. My runner staff had gained remark-
ahle experience (00, in delivering messages wuder heavyy fire f{c and
from the line and never failed when the occasion avose to show the
wenelficinl effect of thelir now praciical knowledge,

Tiiere were othey things besides the enemy, thiat were dvreaded
with slightly less regavd, Hy battalion was in the supporit position,
located in a little viliage that was Duried  in the forest and Knosn 2
as Her-ev-vor., It consisted eof about sevenly small shociks bailt of
logs and limbs of teecs, that bhal been cut dewn to moke o ¢leaving,
we fount this place literally infestel wiih rats and verain of every
desoviption and after two nlghts of hwerering expericnces, 2long came
o 034 enemy "footie", who now sttacikedl in massced fermaiion,
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To slecp under a barvage of shet snd shell was zasy, but to b
covaradl with fhese pests wmesnt a 8leepiess night and atier an bhoor or
zo of soratehing and hunting, we would often fwrn vur zhirts inside
out in sheer desperation and to the bevitshing sownd of scwrying
vodants, finnlly dose off in sound repose, I remeumber guits elsarly
ene alszhit, that @ placed my inlmet on {op of two boxes of hurd-tack
to be used as & pillow, but the rats with a rare show of gleverness
ate the vontents of one of the boxes from wnder my head, witbout dis-
turiring a& hair, or ay slumper, “hile this place may have had its disad-
vantazes, it also held a little ehwarm for the men, which today they can
appreciate at home while in 5 reminiscent meod, for down in a Little
gulley, just hehind Ker-er-ver, the French had s wine-shop burieid in
the rocks and thoese of us whoe had a few franes, never missed o clnnce
to get a drink of wive or & boifle of champagne.

Our siay of six weeks in the Baccarat seeior, was rawing to a
¢lose and late ona night in July, under the cover of darknges our re-
lief by the 37th Pivision, a Western cutfii, was sucsessfully compicted,
e Felt like wveterans and & trifle impurtant coming out of the line and
took every eopportumity Lo tell our reliefs 1) we knew of No-MHans Tand,
To ke sure we were veterans, for hadn't we heard the soreecch of shells,
been under deadly fire, seen the enemy's colorved flares and gone through
a gas atiack?

In turning over the pesition to the 3%th, wo felt too, that they
oved us a small portiom of grotitude for leaving thew ¢lean guariters,
for each man of us, wig morally certain we were cuarrying avey every
"Cootle® in the Baecarat sector.
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Barly dngust snuw oue nining agodn on the way Lo Clarumes, whore
12 proemise oF soethor joy-vlde in dhoso o famous Prencin sidee
Lol o spGminations, wos greeted with rnythlng but & welzose cntielpe
alion, Jomeiowy tue imgpression hod geined sround thst after the
strencus 8Lz weeks zpoenl in tho LBueoaiat ses Lo, we were at teccsi
enfitled te g vest wilzl eve-y ool felf was LLEavly vell ervrped.
tuat, #lasg, lww litils the soldier really kness of war's demand wos
soon lissovared on owe evrival af Chermes, whish proved Lubl wnother
Limk in the chain ol dissppointing sircumsturces, for licre we found
awiktlng owr conding, troins of flat cors $lwt mountel anti-piv-ocvatt
gans, ¢ Tittirz rewinder wihdoh nenisied with dismry, 211 idezs of a
11l in proeeedings or even o sherd vaspito,

1
o
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30 it was netd long cefore we azein took up the thrcal of ovur
geemning never auding journey, tiits tLime headed west in & divest line
witly the feront ond in the upplessaut two dey's vide thai foilove
manygreat I'rencn camps =nd hongsrs yere passed, There wes scont
doubt in the most aptGWLstlﬂ Nlndh arianzst us, Dub tiet we were In for
it agein andt must be vatile-hound, a:z indeed ve wera, but this tine
te 2 pluce that wss destined to becoie a memwurlsl history-maning spot,
and later widely kpnuwn as the "hell-hoele valley®, ihe Vesle, o neme
well earned, Cor lhere war had set the stage fur an iaferno, witlh every
devilish ﬁeviee and enbellishment known to the b,

& slugpgish stream formed part of the towmis scenery sand had
been lignified by being designated as the River Vesle, This body of
water ¥ felt asswred would never huve earned the cognomen back honme,
for investigaetion disclosed the fast that it was bul thiriy feet wide
at it's broadest expanse, and Ity grestest depth but ten, ¢4ill it
had fornished a graml barrier for German ingenuity, Benesth Lts in-
nocgent sweleace tliere luriked every souncelvable forwm of obstiruciicon
for the Uun hod Iefi it stecked generously with spike=-like contriv-
ances of sieel, avound which was Interwoven {thiick barbed vire that
wade any atienpi o gwim or ford Lt a foolhardy asct, peoeridering on
the impossivle.

Thie sec¢tor to wideh- ¥o were now asosignedl wus clwsl parailel

with this viver, Trow eont kotre daome, Saing Thinrwt sed glong tirough
Vilie Jayoye in thc afrectivn of r]SnP“ Lo tiie reur oi ua-ub lﬂv

plig viIloge:s of Lwwnt Jelnl Lovein oo ,_;.LE‘!I'}'“CELQF‘LIEL._YQ. L e

Lo oour serivsl, the divislons thot Lipd porticipricsd in the “'CUL
TimtewueThicrry dvive, ed ceon relieved by the Lixby-zecund Frenel
gral Poortih Americsn divisions, Titluhf'ﬁv ﬂ“1L]¢ war BT kLIGH a-
wosvi the Shemiong [(Pranch. motor Leus no} fhe Lven by W"eﬂﬂh Lervitcerieis
wite proved fhemselves on Lnbeove-tioeg Tot a- ‘h&3 jatiered svoy Lehy ool
tiensclves belfure we stavied,  Their dork siing obd.oseal Dlicih focbh

ghvins titem opn plowss WEdeous pud sepulsive pppesrgnhes, bul v wivish

e BOLOn peenme oegudtiset, L nud oun, ecpel Lhe syaying Jatlons,

over ruiu, stenes ond snell-tors veads, thouwgh tue ohee meznilfisont
Ll

Satesu-Thiowny, which pov ekd yen bb of Lo calm ond bewuiy ol
pepos, bot in sad contrasy diselesed wiet wes Teft ofsiolely oabiceen



cuildings:, vhose dlsfTizured velts sovre bub silent monumencs ond ooy
evidernge 0F the terrific strogde and terridle hrvee wrousht in o
shiort weoks before, AT cleng the romis 8111 lay where hey had
fallen in deptlt*s sgony, the swngled corearses of oninuls, coabined
with evnipment oi every sopgaivabie degseoription scottered nlong ouw
route ik wila diserder, The 1iigle ecometery Losi we pasged soowad
too, the fresh olcy of mony nevly dog graves, forc-runnerd of the days
to sone, tivt hedl. For ous sothing shior-d of 2 ogyim stroegle ~bepl vith

2 tireless eneny,. Thenh seain the servoundings orened Dripnfer spoits,
I the wigibie sighs of {ie Lasiy refrest the Boeche hod made and secmaed
the only oasis in this lzpd of devestetion ornd sorrow, tiat buoyed owr
spivits with & cheerful spasm,

T
T
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At Dere-en~Tardenoise, where we Tinally camped, the odor thai arose
fron the dead, both man and besst, was npuseating =nd alwost uniear-
aidie sand added woefuwlly {o the genersl surrventdings. Just Lo thoe south
lay the reailroeoad, wiil vroken ond twisted reils srnd whet reszived of a
Gevrien ammunition Gump, wiere shiells wevre still esvefully stocked, with
aifferent markings neatly zvrensed, et & less fte the un ond prize
for the Yankl Here tite incessant booming of the heavies conld be dis-
tinotly heard and the humid August nighte, cuvrsed by the plague of the
¢ooties and the ear=~splitting shelling, become zleepless ones eXcept
to the thorounghly exbmusted.

Despite this hovever, doyioresk woulldl see us ocut again on the
field, maneeunvring amndl and training under o ssorshing svh aml it was
about noon on the third day, during one of tiwese sessions, that orders
suwlienty came from Division leadguarters which hed heen sct up at
Chatean Bruyere on the mnin road between Pere~en-Tardenois and ereulle
en~dole, thet we were to assemble 2t once srnd make rendy to go into
gction on ¢ moments noiise, It took hut a few mivutes to pet the
seatteved eowpanies together, z2s they were hoard atl it practicing open
order work beyonil the river Oursg. ¥Yith companies formed we wereo
rustied back to camy where a hustily prepared mess awaited us,

This over and the entire compy policed, everything wos in read-
iness for the meve, With rifles glezsned and bavonets polisned our
smmunition wos now checked up ol o restiess spirvit beeame appavent,
wntil toward dusk we were sent on our wey, =5 orders had gome for us
to talie a support position alenzg the Chevpy-CLhartrauve ropd. In
single files and with exirs instroetiony Lo moke the lesst noise pos-
sibie, 2nd a strict order to get wnder cover apd remain rotionless
should 5 Dophe plsne come over, we wounll vur wey thvrough o rdense pateh
of woods, nest the cawoufisrzes pesitions of our artillery, uniil just
apopt dovk sn onen Field wes reaghed thot heoo o Do groessed in order
Lo set to ow ohjective, Here we halted fer ¢ few moments, for Mritzls
neavies wers Lreaking with marvelowus aceuragy vright in the Tield Lardly
vards spert, It wes 8 hazardows unsiertoxing ond tho feeling thnl
COomes f% you awelt youwr furn o sermble with Tife dimvgueh this Hpil of
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sarieking #0e118 is Pavd to desceibe, but as sinn after mon abesd of
vou mases the trip successiully, you scerm Lo regsin o renaved Teel-
g of apsmrance thet you too, wWill e Jusky. «So with o final word
to wy staff of vupnevs to follovw the san zhead of Lim a2t o distonoe
of ten yards, I went off asross the onen field withr the rost,

Jith tue sereesty of essn Ferman siel? Lhe lipne woulli hesiate
for on instani, just to make sure where it was golng to land, then
on and on agein, until finrRlly the entire hatltalion was asseudled in
the voad, Bub e fun was homaiering this read god snd hard pod
larried orders comne for every man tD dig hnimseli in alops the banks
tliat faccd toe line. itk bultalion hesdunavrtere in the sopier, and
4 andt D ecoapanics Lo the wigitt, wiaile B and $ kept to the left of us,
the gas gusrds were posted and ocu® kitohensg get in place, we anxiously
auanited furtier orders,

“e had just about fipished our digging-in task, vien a stuwrdy
little mide :rewing a smell limber, polled up bolldly in front of bat-
talio hesdguarters wilin sume slynal equipment, i had the rumers
nelp te wnloal it aluoest before the dpiver was off the nnimele back,
—Tor EVET?UHL was anxivus Lo see hLim off genin to the supply dump, see-
ing bt he wmode fce zood o turget in the Light of the Full roon that
Had hathedl the swrountdings in a elear nellow seresn, Hordly uslf
of the burden haill heen removed, when smddenly the blinding flash ond
sereech ol a well gaimed shell, slruck not many yawrds away from the
nervons mule, directly in fronit of him, I did#t remewmber much that
happened for the next few seconds, but I ves guite positive my ear-
drums Lad been stuttered, 541311 L was thankful to be alive s 1 wig-
gied and wormed my way out of the up-churned eavtin of the hanik, into
wirioh P had been thrown, fully five feet away and learned wlth delizht
thet none of us, nog even friend male, had been touched by tue flying
frapgments, s0 we renewved pur job of unloading with hasty wigor, a1l
the more anxious to he vrid of the driver osnd hisg litile ontfitf,

AL thwree A, K., The next worning, our faithful gas sentinel”
awolke us and for fuily on hwowr the Boshe tore up the ground sruvand us
with hig mustard-zas shells, Por some unknown reasen Fiffty men of
B coupany were sdly burned fvom this puiaun but fortupnately not
one internally, so the wmmfortunetes stripped to the waist, waited
petlently their turn in the 1itfle swhulence that wos moaking nany
perilaons Lrips up ol &ewn the road o deize tieem ok fov treatment,
Tor their pedics wors goacriet and bpdl: bBlistoered,

After a few nigzats in this pesition, soveral of the officers
vers sent up the Tine, whieh o4 this time wos in Villa bevey, to zet
s ogonersl ddaen of the lay of bhe positions wul terrain for we wore dune
to relliasve flie Baitialior fen Loldive $the front line, Gile (e of-
ficers were Loeldiny a conlerencse in front of = lavge crve, o wilize-
pany aoriing vitix tie pcourc:y :nd speed of on oerees, just grored fholy
neaids and stroeek cecrinst tihe mowtn of Lbe socltor with o osreash, Anh-
tolpativg nore wop? 1 JolTon, toeur of the oifigsys Felt st on their
#hane g, wuile the otiwer +'PLL made for Lhe arent, ondy o rou
tiveetly in Lie o th of the next oissile enl instant deain,



oo b aluvy he n:.‘;w TR e and of Uhe curvivors o0 i
sormoifieviiyg poriy o vadevnod, Lo ovelote Lhe somdoexpecdonss wWhioh speesd
il*erjuuL b vonis 1 ihe Vilﬂ"ife, prating 0 onosentaty =2pell of Joon
gvar the sublit, Coplidv delvedere Grools sho somaonded Somipony 0, wos
vz ol the aulerbuonnte: Lo owest i doos that niad; ob Lo s s aulds

plouvded propesition of 2est an’ the routine 1ifs of o soelidicr L’Gt

o
Vitlle o 1ro dime Poromoaendcs, so Lnines in sopore} snrrr on 1th' i+
veae wolihioiioal e Lnlur, reresiless of auuunltiss o gonid Oz, iLIL"""
Lile aull of srronnse robyps Sipooms,

The ..ciiguarioers unneny Wos moede ap of Tive platoens - moacly,
runners, ;_:.-,lm'r_-:.lfhs, o soFek sannen ovews, stobies gnd w"t‘llu.x—' a LD
plaloons . ‘e Si;nel-msn veve ascirone: to tiwe difterent h.utilluuﬂ, o&
rell as the one pounl oo on omen, stones ond brench-mootoy condingent,
siiile the Tirvst pletooen Dormesbed the rumers, stenograniers end gleris
Tor division rnd regimento} hﬂﬁdﬂhﬂ?tﬁFﬂ, 50 vith 011 fne aen in the
gompany assigncd L{J some ctetnil, we fevnd Jeptein Nhdtles.ley ol Lhis
Time woes ?eflly g Captein without = sompany, Aetniled on apbu;ul duty
ot rezimental “e*”w*ﬁ"tupaj WREre ag wrd nﬂﬁ"n a5 the "pnner msn® or
ong wilo kol atspege of Jdifferent vepimental ovders ol thie botiéalion
(Fost of lomarnd) up in thie 1ine,

O

(ur attention wes noew turned o Yills lavey, which ley about Loree
chlometers aheod of owr prosent position, #long the Jhevry-lhovirguve
roat, and in view of expeated orders to velieve the hattalion in line,

i wWeg ipgtructed to keep o runper in resdiness to every comnony, so that
no time would be lost and the relief mpde without o hiten, fhis opder
Finally cnne gbovt two 4, 7, with iustrooticns tr wave the vrelief com=
pleted and the Botialion in line hefore davbresh, %o we losi no time in
starting the journey in gingle file, every nsn resdy l'ov anytiing that
mistit happen end trusting to luok, w@ivsi we cooe upon g iznse potebh of
wocds, thep out agein to apn open streteh of field of possibly tve thous-
gni ysris, poesing the rains of €wo grest hangars thnt were still draw=
ing the five of Germen shells, akhd s tihie floreg of the Boche would
light up the surroundings, hurreied whispers to 1ie mutionles:s passed up
and down our thin line, wnitil later word ceme from the Lend of the col-
umtt to continwe, The flares from a burning amsmreition dumg, added to
the brightness of the guwrroundings whish hompered us some, until the
colidl grey dawn Torced its way thvougiv the thick haning smume and hnze of
Lilg@ night's harassing srtilliery astivity, leaving us to slide into the
fimk holes with a sigh of relief for we had acocomplisbed our mission
spccess el ly without a casanliy,

At e privilege Lo celax feop thoe nervous tension, to wnow thnt at
lessl this maeb of the job was somplobosl, and &1 i avﬂ="1 sy tlins faek-
ing of satisfostion seuplad wilu gafety shenl s exist o faze of tue inow-
ledye that we weve ot Lo moment opnusing Lo 1760, 2uth ound 2146¢h dive
igions of the erman renador oriy, combined withn Lh Fowr i Drugsiub
Fuerds, andenincly onite o Veruddlavle ovrsy, Por o osce Lone Yend divizion
to copn, sod wihode orlers sove Lo deivs Ll
noulbion on the asgienbs, plross fhie Yoesle,

ane cjuns Toon bhodir Lolhw
of

L owos sl sy Dunek-noele wibin oo ol wmy opnnevs, slone Lo the
jiote ln Ghe Zroend Drom owidhoie bettalion bheslguar-ters wvnol b Punelion, Tuwe
of tie soemnpubes Boo »osoubbion in Gaw velloy alonn toe rallroesd teool,
wvithle bwo mero by ook oo sile of tie DE1T B Lhae loith oof Yillas savoy,
Tt owe veen 37 sel for ot beslh o of Rl oedsing dhe enony

Lom



Meggi RS pOoshUoonn Rnowts Do fen bl ?:0 cRvonvhacio ol on *unmpndﬂ
ing owiow of bae cotire woltey, caian e dnnn TioersTiy oo noratol ovs i

Aol uULLl, o sLoy.  Gla uiwmen Lou, condirolilaoa tiw rLLHdLLDn
ST LD Ot LE;UHLUMJ, Forowihwen owne of bhe. Lol s posliion ceer us
sl Each: euszrvetion meu gove bhis srdilleory uwr losotion, L6 oeae only
Pownthor ol wpouikls polure e shieea-bangs own Lhebh exnlosivoe saells
seme avendng close wo ws, Loo xiose in feot Pov ocondoert, Tuoexled

at 231, A4 won Dol mogoszarcy Lo dive VTile on cnemel, cvoanling on

13 Cours e plece o plase, Lol ‘*513 oxeteting, ony Sooolt LT
s yomt Tubp, Jor Lo osteud un wee cowrting coviain coptil,  This shell-
Lili., ﬂauulhe-*um piLiogas=Ilre dest npy bpoesnonkly ond severe] tineo

it owas Jowksl necessary to send ve-induracaents to ooue feropd line soste
panLes, Wi wWore Boing slet up basly, bbb onet withowt gaving o ogooid
:vhﬂuﬂt of themselves, by Lnfliciing o nwwizer of casunltdies mnong the
gnemy pateols gl out-nasts,

Aivoavery anttlo, Siigat o besvy, Lhere is olweys ome epised
sl digtingrisiiing mp»k, that {estens it to menuvry, thevefovre one
SEi1t wvivid in sy emind, oo ciien onesaer batiteliorn wos relleving us
apd we vers Lo faxe a sunport poesition, The nxght wns piftoele bDlpek -
an i&ehl one 7os e nwpose -~ and b front Lbad bheen sonparatively
guict for g fou hwoes, when just o the new datiolion begen to Milter
ookl we were clinbiug ont of vue funk boles, o suwbden ong berrilic
elegtrical storm oroke over ovur heads, Lighting up the wvolley und the
entive side of the hill on whish ¢ were Tosatbod, ddoving in ould re-
liel' throysh the stades of nignt, the Dipures ol every san as he ooved,
Tire fln wos guick ftuv teie sdvenioge of the situation sl fhe oprortuan-
ity it afferluwi, Lo zive us o sSevere suelling and for the next forty
giinuwtes e Tairly peysered us with every Limi of cpmonition he pus-—
sgsged, It was a confuosing ol criii:al position, for the bwo hot-
Lelions, av t“"y Try flat am!i moticnless on their stonmcscas, whdle raln
coane inhn in verrents dvenciihy us Lo tae swin, 5411l sur worule wWss
perfeslt fhrouzh it 211, for of Lhe soreund of GHL of the oifflicers Tor
the first battalion to forwarid, every man #fouvd uy in this hwil of
brllets snd feliowed the aen nitead of bim unflincaingly, across e
open field, upon wikch the eneny wos Siowering hesvy saells, until we
reached our suppord nosition slony thie Sherry-Churibrsuve road,

Saptaln George Harvey comnanling Joempany A, whizh wos une of the
sompanies dog in zlony the rallresd tresk, was aow having Lig lands
f1211 el ldiny: baczlk the Bonhe attaciks and toeldl his men thot due Lo the
nunber of epeny snipers, thoese who lept moving would remain slive the
Toncest, Suamdngs up our work in these EU??GU“JLH%JI Lhove wos not o
men vhe deubbed Liad e title ol e Miell-hiole of the Yosle" bad heon
vizheful Ty pleeed unon Liw @pol,  Asoul August 30T, our artillevy
sulaenly pl?ﬂeﬂ ﬁ ﬁ“”“ﬂwﬂ a1 T2 bowl of Dozouies, wolzid lostel noplhil
Leptepier dhin, with Peou chnowsning tueie parin., This Levegssing Pive
Lreve buas Gevmrnq oGl of Ltaﬁ pnt taly serveely ©ovall staniing Prow
Lz resuli,
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Lo T oo Le Ll TAnRc, Lhon tods, on odedpgiie Lt el owaching-oum
i lets, one gon oo Cigliting TonnsT, sl Wi warTees oo Thie Denvolis

4
i svn acdon sush Bruvt Lo tueln, fee DLE anever sorfodn vhsn, woore op
HEE A H R e SRR I LN VEAEVIRVCLLE TS 1 i S TH A

pariig These ad BEonve G0 Rae n M iedd odind oo DL nting, The
ROSL ressing et s@@as Weler, A0 uneontrol ootae LLirsi il giripnerl
Tl vorsienl turee by of 17 el toourh ve lnew Lt oseskt pleost covioin
dentii Lo srinl $0 tuat bLrogen BAPC 1n Villa Luvoy, whish oo suen hed
Govera: will ansgine-zuns, @y ﬁulu-iuxgl Tods wore wiliing to atbampd
vversoning o1l posboelcy J'.I'! tiiehr desiece to et it, Those in position
aown nesy Lae benk of the piver, drerk Cron Lt ceserty, whelly resard-
lesd oF bthe fact thot she deat vodier of Anevicen il Gorman 50) ilers
prescntey oowrvnesong siohh as bhoy slowly Fla fad oy

-l."

A

Afcey wesas of tads sonstont fipling, suflerin: sndl sserifioe
the rewar i coke Ln anowing owr task luwl seen sccoessiul, evidenecod by
Lire Tt that the Dughe eavies were now nod so freguently neoed, ond
£ o tﬂe deients wiere he hsd held swey so lenz, only smeller snns threw
a Pew scplbtered shobs now omd Gilen witi his moshine-zunecers 5ti11 Lipil
atl it, hut experience Lnd doanght tiot this wos Uis wsual plan when with-
Trawing., Tegving o fow uosnine-zuns ond srtillery, enoush to Jorm o
rear gpuard safficientiy timed to iy blmself in to where he ol devided
Lo nlee o starsl,

Jut we wore omiered to keep after inim pnd with o fealing of sotis-
Faoiion in hnewing ve tad dislodzel Lhe fee from 30 commimiding o posibim
o Gite heishts, we advapcaeld and fell upon Lis rear puards nercilessly
puslhiing them on through tie littered strects of ¥illa Javey with its
ruing and devastation on all sides, On, on across tle Yesle to ihe
reilvoad {rael, wuere battallon neadqguarters were establisued at
Chateaw du Piable, tiwen fo dig in nlons the Rouen Raeins roepdl for the
niht. The river (nd fracks as we passed sore more evildence of the
terrifie stireggle thot ited wecon soing on for wecus, For the growad was
strewn viita depd and Lt was witih: dilficelty we odvipesd e our new pose
itions, withoui steppingz on the bodics of tiose who hed made Lt posuibie
Lesing every effort to stem the “ite against him, the Dun brogpht s
ges shells into pley ond thet nipnt in the Towen Rheins rosdt, wis spent
with gos mesks on, 'nDTLTL ot doybroaw we were o nim opein, unter the
conmand of lajor be1=" 1 Ronert slexiniey, wio ad just heen onoioned
Lo i division,

inm the disztapce aoul e Li8rerued sisosg Trosy Goe tosns of Prevcy,
Yerlay ool dlopzy,  krool enouaci too oeae wis ciesbrovinoe oo relniag
averybinbing In ke pati, Tenr goerd nobion of DL anshidno-osninors ueE
piten onsoontored, Sabowa suesen el L driodn Sueoe divisions ol foon
il 0 bhe ALskhe, whooo foey lesiled Lt ot pnotoor Jesasro e shoml
@1 Lhe nareow SEvED aotuncin 00

Adsne Jenel sn Gpe ccaver, aellerann
Erboo il 1osses ot laeving moeny et pers In o b b,
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 this seel, nerveless man had been put in command of the first hatialinﬁ= ir%

R R L T IL I Tl "‘-" =l - B SOUFLLL L
i bl e DR

A% was dwrilay tLAs aldvance smd sborily ofter Lhe gencveal warwing
nad been Lssued, that Brigedicr Gepersl Kvan I, Jolnsoen enterved hiat
appeared a hmrmless lookinm cave Lie Germans as aberndoned bhut scovily
before, ond was su bedly zasse! froil leaking shel's, ii wgs Townrl neg-
essary to remuve him frum the lines,

al thewughn our cier were :dos~itlrved, Foolsore, wmikespt apd Sudiy in
negd of a delousing, ey bore up wonderfully hoevever, in high jubilant
spLPite over their great sunness in dlslodging Pfribe frowm Lis well-egukp
red strongholrd, ani with the. pidet satisfsotion of sonpleting & good jub
Ly foroing hin all the way thn to the Aisne, Quile naturally, then,
5 widegspread murmr of expecited rest, with cven p possible rellefl, had
become g fixed conviction in most everyonels mind, which we nevepineless
sgon digscoverod fo be but o mivnge of war's disordered fancies, in léarn
ing titel extensive wlyng were already wder way to give the enasy o Fin-
&1 drivins that would pusi io 80311 furiher on,

Thongh things seemed to cume our way, the present situation was by
ne means serene, fur there was hardly noticeablc the slightest cessate
ion of Westilities, as the routed Foe never let up one minute in his
wsusl amount of shelling, patrol, snd ogcasinngl cas-attanks, whieh

kept all hands on the jump for scveral days longer, Abouid tﬁlb tlme,tﬁu

L
came anether move in our ranks, that was to be of great Limpovitance duwps ]
ing the howrs of trial to some, Tur we were to gei our iniiial clesevup !
af Captain Charles ¥, uﬂltlESbl}’ that- intrepid leader under fire, Lor

and I lesrned also, Lo my inexpressible delight of my own promoticn te
the rank of Jorporal deting fvom September first,

Owr Bfflnerﬁ were now studiously engaged in pouring over mapﬁ anﬁ'
charts of the reund 4o be coevered and planeg. of adoption,., Captain - ..
ghitlessly had moved baiialion headquarters from the sunken spot e 06K
cupled to g lerge hiole in the center of & plateaun, juﬁt in front of the
road and on the nisght of September thirteentl, {viiich by the way hnppened
tc be PFriday} we were all set ot the bix thlﬂh whatever it mizght be,
in the faoe of every shiowad a calm Plgiﬂ determination, and e get
the pob ever. with gs aggn g% pessible, was the only thou-ht just then,
Liky dogs on leash ve Walted Lhe pﬂmmanﬂ of the masiter wlwse apparent
nafitaney ofly added to the mystery that held us back, then sweildenly
tiiie pent-up nerve racklng posSition received o shook thft f'or ihe mom-
ent was herdly helievaile, in an order to make ready ait onee, for a re-
lier by the Ei Lthltallan Diyilzion, whder command of Goneral Gopipaldi,
a zranilsen of balj &) Frawone 3’¥qutuﬁ?ﬁﬁuﬂ woul:id toke uver Lhe sccior
that ulght. LEWEE ©§ grent ‘iempf"ﬁon to shuout owr deli nt st the wel-
aome nevrs, zfter a ponth of slmust constant Tig thnu? uuflﬂﬂ witioh we
hail snffered hesvy eownpliies, with mouy of owr beove mumkies, whe had
Been with ws fvom Zoabd Uplon o the Alsne, nuw =ilently slesping tue
srefud over whiel Lée fup had fled, s ﬁilent-veminﬂer i rlevrious

_"_,.;v.n_"ﬂs:.
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So
rifice end daving, rnese and Mindeed Lhought: were the only ones juet
novwghlint aeted ag » dsnper Lo the joy of the battle-tuwn Yanbs, hul the

Goals was wide suaite sl enddesvoered Lo moke our deperbuee » omenerigl agm _
oaskor by spleshing N5 henvies slong the voeuds, to erask offimes a tri- L
fle too close for somfuet, 56111 our line nrever foliteved in winding its o
viey L0 tho Dpok aves Hille ond through deop ravinesw, until 56 Isst wa '

g Lo thie once perulLlfol bown of flepes, nod o woss ol oning

HE
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woEan g herrasiigg
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VLl BYE aenilit me e

SLLLACHE #inl Ei‘a‘a‘i;r-?}_;, T i ,

Tlovisidng populcee, Hut now o o cwnled mass of brloel sod wovisr, vent
il bern Ln Lhe chwaas of death, Jestrection ami woelnl Ll?ESLHbLUﬁ Uy
vitizh o oakenvle ol sovoov oot e Yhuwor, dere all Chob remeinoid of
tite Garhving vaitor Doshslion, wes o Tew dvisled rw:l' sonborbed DoV
211 soln?onoe of urefelnsss o1l some splivctorel Lo EARPI PO S a‘i“‘- RETRN ¢
monvingnt Lo novw e spot.,

Ve badl 1ittle time Tor moere then negsive seditatbion of worty vind-
ictivencss, for we mast daruss e ordldge yonooy, whislh wonld pub ub oo
yunid these Efent: tna Lt oy bexan Lo cppact il bly dfogprocnile Lot the
ertire soloun sould ot cvey in sofety for Wite's hepvics woere sreouy-
ing mighty close s bhe fouwnd Lhe vange skl brose veulzrly, but Copieln
shitlessley, we soun Jouned, was not fhe mer (o bhe letered eoiily Ly oo-
starles amil e ordered the solnsn Lo lkeen plugzies along bowa U& tnu eli-

jective, with o calamess tiet touk us by uu”y-lbﬁ.

Afver a2 hiike of sowversl kilometers idhroush this vain of five, we
Sinslly ownsiung our packs in oo onedeh of vweods and settles dewn Fov o
ool noeoaded rost. e ol foion i, e Tumos, who Bnd BOen PTeRArLg
anolier seanse, U i joeined Lie ?.nxs raain and whispevedl the cheesful
tidings, thet we were sarely fdue for a trip 40 2 vest arvee. The wan
a0 arpueid o tiought otherwise, wug to be pitied and classed as either

gassed or shell-sbosked, but as wsunl the old irl was wrong agoin, for.

the uights of the sixtesnth and sevanbesntly, saw sone of us Ln bDuses,
viile $hie others hiked to fiwe southern edge of the Worest dfAvgonne,
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CHAPTEE V111,

The Attack,

AT R
- AT e me e
cting o

I T ) Y

Dy ulse taonntosiw o (o wng wiTlaes oploo el o Lo b Ay oo iont 550

r Ll
L'u L Tik z-.l.\_,_“

11 weth.,

i i ol ok Fhvoeilide
L e Tﬁ‘s I TERCEF TR SeT oy
Eh e > id o went of i wvidit ¢ lowd bon o,
the Jriur Doveiad nds oo Dnoohaaoalsde of hg boenzi Joeoo Tiea footdng
o voultedl over, oriskly fellowved by owvers wen ol s,
wet v ocdabin soulvoentos updl fe Sony yoears of insbtok-
e oworio 00 fhie Sormotl eRperd whvaenss il een ﬂlm. PRPLCTARR T v
Leses by b previons niohts vork Of our Lohvies B harul=
vers stripne. noaset of Hn;h, witdle mrant sournl s 1.2

hath weer ITitevolly wp-aepved by amssive shells, Lo Jask dirsen

aaong my runners, L 1it o Tresh eigevr-

owitz, wie provedl to bDe on

Tt as we foryed chesd, b Jrin Boosevelt (u cowsin of the {anous
r-president) grasped the uwmi of Major ¥hillessley fov a moment in a
aaarty b.ah& EnL SOl Juck w CRg

G2 had adwvaneoed  2owme distonge th?ﬂuuh thaogiiad tongle of apders
brush and twisted wire, wion tiwe iy uﬁﬂenly began to cleny, acoompan-
ied oy thwe ikstinct lwim of a8t lecst fifty of the A)lies' aevoeplanes
orarherd fthet vare Pvavﬂedly uuvvﬂlr; o advenes, The gencral tunes
could not ve enlled borwonioug, Lol they uuﬂycl Luc snirit, o feel
friends controiled the aiv, for not a Boche plene hal ﬂared 1o mivewmpd
Bl engagenent, On and on we werk, LBeppin:, sfipping and pusiing threu
the wass of wresckage om every side, until we reacilel the fivsi rwined
tirenches of Ghe encny, With owe ogby va2eiy in lband uﬂ meed oy omer-
FEROY,  OWwT bavvegod owe Mol oomplobad the job wid puahLLuL
thorewriness fov 0o resistenac 4 oheen aet mbil o Fivat AT R BT
nod beon v s.1‘;.r.u"*, 1.':5 i_wh “sa nneneil Lo o8 o tverpsh wvhsroe '

i wir ool wud'yaintedi”Lth

Tammy

LEFL

o
H
1

= e S
ER R TR T
Gelrash,

Ty g ) PR
I VR ) B O 3.:‘-..1-1{}

o A T R =
L o OERT v irEL%»f}rL [y A T S S

a ! -
LALVEHLGIN

Fowe  ipLdl o

4
23
..!

§




¥e were hardly settled in the deserted trench more than half an
hour, before the expert Hun énipers began their busy task of spraying
us with bullets, which whistled and sang about our ears like so many
bivds, making the position anything bkut comfortable., The Major had
ordered Tieutenant Patterson, a newly assigned efficer, with but little
experience in the gang tactics used when out to trap a sniper, to form
a sgquad snd take prisoner the one or cres who were making the most trou=
hle, BSergeant W¥alsh, of Company A wito had done exeellent work on sim-
ilar missions, Seeln# the predicament of the young Liewntenant, reguested
permission to accompany the raiders snd joined the party with the same
fearless confidenee that had stood him so well in other sSutcesses,

1t seemed hardly five minutes had elapsed when they returned, bring
ing with them a bsily frightened German, whoge true aim wa® z credit to
his training, but his capture dwindled into insignificense when it was
discovered both Lieufenant Patterson and Sergeant Walsh had paid the
suprame penalty ik baggzing the prey, Walsh was a fine soldier and a
companionahle g€ort of fellevw who would he sadly missed by his company,
To me he was a Buddy, toward whom I had formed a great friendship and
but two days bafore this sald event, we lmad sat in the kitchen munching
doughnuts and cehatting e;peutantly of the big attack, finally parting
and Hlshlng each other good Iuck,

Now I find myself in charge of iiie personal effects, which I am
required toe turn over to the persomnel efficer, when that gentleman can
be reached and by the looks of things, I am rather skeptieal of the pos-~
g8ikility to obey the instrucliions. : :

According te the original order of this gitack, we were not ex-
peeted o be in the line very long and for that raasnn wo were told ta
disgard our overcoats and raincoats which were evidently lopked upon as-
an unnecessary encumbrance to the business of the day, Our Boche prig-
oner wag not allowed to be quesiionhed, but relegated to the rear, aslong’
Lhe 1ine of runner posts, to be thnnuughly interviewed by the intelli-
gence officers, Just about this time, new and perplexing information
reached us that caused a mild feeling of anxiety 21l arcund. The 268%ih
Infantry {colored) out combat liaison group on the left flank, had '
failed to meet reguirvements for some unknown reasoen, leaving that part
of the Fiank entirely exposed, so it was deemed expedtient to spread our
front in order to link up with the French. :

The outposts having been assigped, we setiled down for the night,
for 2n early stsrt agein at dayuvreak, in what wasg o be a fresh advance
and a hurder job we Socon ascertained as the Bociwe had causht his sgecond
wind after the heavy jolts of the previous doy and came with renewed
vigor, foreing us o use ¢onsiderably more rifle and machine=-gun fire
as we agtually crashed through his strengiiened ﬂefences and kept stead=-
ily at i1 until nightfall then with a long pull and » stronz pull we

took his huge engineering ond railvoad dump, known as Barricade Pavil-
ion,
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Here was n sight te cheser the gods, Tools of every description and
bopntiful supplies of wire, shovels, picks, steel, railway freizght cars
and indescribable other treasure, so invaluable in war, that it was guite
abvious why the Hun had so valiantly but fruitiessly attempted fo shield
it frem eapture, but due to the overwhelming aggressivenégss of his foe
beeame g well earned Yankea prize, '

But the gheck-up that night proved the appalling price we had paid
in a heavy casgualty 1ist, that showed beyond doubt the determination and
stubbornness of the Boehe resistance in every inch gained, Thourh we
were as happy as could be expected, still the night brought us foce to
face with another adversary, whoge remorseless orslaughis could not be
gaubdued with shot or shell as the damp and chill eof {he open ground,
settled into {he very marrow of our bunes, killing the ardor of vlﬂtarg
¥ith nothing pined for in greater anguish, than thoese discarded overceails
and the kitchens with their hot cof ffee, even thoughh it was hlack and un-
inviting at times,

Btil11 that same coursge gntt calm resignation of the men whish had
often been put to the test under various conditions never faltere:l an
instant and the disconfort felt was 1aid to the foriunes of war, to be
made light of, orv dispelled with the usual undsunted spirit, when irvon
and nevve was all that seemed left, ¥Willipg sacrifice heod become 59
wedged and part of our make up that fate had long ago been drummed out
of our hearis as the arghriraitor who had ireachercusly joined forces,
with new and ever. ohanging eéYements to burden the 1ife of the douchboy
with = series efkégrdhsigéﬁ whiel combined constant shalling, lozp of
sleep night after HIZgHY, followed by eonstant never ending fatigue and

#he misery of the unah‘kahle comprnionship of the detested cﬂotles whﬂjf'

seemed in leaszue with the very devil,

However, thepre were pthéers dubside ocur ranks, whose voiees sent
forth loud curses and lamentationg over the obstacies they were encoun=
tering for in the rear, the artillery was experiencing great difficulty
in keeping up with our advanoes dve io tﬁe Fagt that the roads wereé few”
and what was 1left of them ¢rasked and Shell-tbrn, making & harrier nigh
impassable and a heroulean. task o the sweatihg ciew, Persistencs, hime:
and patienece, part of the ritual eof militarism, Pinaily ecpme in kvletﬂr~
ious, se the next day we weik off again to push on steadx?r ineh by inch

with the realization of obstinance in every yard taken, showing 211 tbho

plainly the enemy had thrown in somp of his reserves, in a last eifort
to stave off the vicious attacks of those he once ﬁerlﬁed in abject
soovn as juvenile fighters and boyish zoldiers, unworthy of the name,

If this could be veckoned as & trial of Yankee ability, it was now
#lso the acid test of the ingenuity of traincd German arms, which the
vorld had grown to fear; harassed, hunted, driven from pillar to post,
never snllowed to rest, this vapnted war-iribe had been foreced to show
i1i8 best, which at present was not cuite godid enongh to hope Lo cope
with &merisan enthinginzm and youthfi dﬂggedﬂess On we oame blindly
it sppeared at tilmes, to the nariow railvedd track, which cub & path
right througsh the heart of the ferest, bot here we were fovced o move
cantiously, picking esci foetstep, for the Booche machine-gun fire had
grown go iniepse, the entire DLattalion was eften cempélled to lie flat
on their stoemacha and g the ground, a8 2 perfeet heil of menacing
bltets swept over our heads in al1l direastions.
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It was a &ime tu tesi the conrage snd callouspess of ithe most ex-
perienced soldier and again i found myself easting upward, glances of
admiring wonter, 2t the tall, erect form of ocur intrepid leader, Hajor
thiitlessley, for while his outfit groveled in the dust to escape 1he
hail of shot, that dotited the air Iike snow=flakes, he calmly walked up
and down the track like ome with 2 clinrmed 1ife, spparently more ocen~
gevned in loeating and foeusing his eyes on the death-dealing nests of g
the enemy, that was retarding his progress, ;

¥hen night fell, we dug in once nore, then turned to the hard-tack i
and bully-beef, which the welcome rofien detail had ULrought up with a -4
great relish. It had heen an exbausting day snd one that kad taxed our
‘energy to the limit, 2¢ those who found the opportuniiy promptly gave
way to the demands of sleep, while others not s¢ fontunate were detailed
to replenish the supply of ammmition. The runner staff took what_rest
could be had in relays, for I bhad drawn on the companies for more{ég ¥

those of my ewn a351gnment were a2ll used up on the relay poests as we
advoneed,
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Pawn bripgke, registering {he 29th of the month and found us at it
again, with Abri du Croghet, now the objective, The gronnd ve were to
f'ollow was found to he thoroushly infested with the enemy, making it
necessary toe leave wifh the three runmners on each post, three riflcmen
aleo, te guard them, fer it must not be forgotten, our left flank was
54111 unprotested and on numerous cccasions, the ventuwresome Hun would
filter in 2nd sttempt a surprise attack which invariabiy failed in its
purpose, :

Determlnatlan feemed in the very air, as the epposing forces met
every obstacle presented with a3 grim unbendlng courage, But we kept at.
it Iike mep in & football serimmage, o do or die and were amply reward-
cd toward the eclose of day, by setting foot in Abri du Crochet with o -
feeling of thanksgiving, 5o well we might, fer those that were ief'ft to
view this veritable city ih itself, whiah haﬂ widenbtedly been nsed asg
a German rest-eamy, vere in for an uncemmon surprise.

There were countless huts to be found, made from the hewn timber
of the foregt. A typieal German bﬁev-gardcn ¥ith takles and benches
of rustic design scatiered sbout; a modest theatra that could seat ap«
proximately three hundred people and dug=outs of solid re-inforced con-
arefe, Down sowe tuwenty-five steys, we gared spell-bound at the sgenes |
of evident Iuxury and came t0 the conelusgion we were in the former guar- .
ters of Beeche efficers, The inner walls were plastered and artistieally .
decorated, Glear, running woter came from faucets, combined with bhath~ s
roopms, snug bods, rugs and framed pictures on the walls, gave an air of -
whelesomeness about the underground palaces that caused many to ponler :
on the fine time Fritz had here, for the past four years and it was

readily understood with what reb ot he was compelled to relinguwish his =
hold, 2

The whole thing seemed so ludierous to the hapless Yanks, worn
out in body ard wind with nights of sleepless agony, that we hoped With
cyery pover within us, that this haven and sarden of Zrien would call
upen ns for a prut?actei gtay, with more ihan the ground for & bhed zml
the gtarry roof of the heavens for a shelter, for the need of rest was o
indelibly impressed on the countenance of every man, o
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To the hundreds of fhousand ef gallent American iads who have
participated in ithe remorseless oall of war's exigensy, there has come
no doubt at ftimes, o feeling that they were heing made the Ygeat! of
oft'icin)l aspirations, A sort of natursl remonstrance, with what ap-
peared Lo them on the surface, as unnecessasry zeal, in some moeve that
mizht perhaps be left until the morrow,

¥e had reached goal after goal, with the toughest kind of hardship,

attempting every task get upon us in a spirit of foriilwle, and to e
suddeniy thrust upon a paradise such as Abri du Crochet afferded, was
almost the undeoing of thoughts of future strife, Here every men of us
would feel eoontent to stay indefinitely, t¢ recuperate and back in the
sinlight of this God=-given oasis, with nothing more perhaps to worry ove
than the ¢all te defend it. But procrostination, we found, was .not reek-
oned:-iith on this sestor st least, [or bright and early the nexi wmorning i
whiile daybreak was peeping fDrongh the clowds, saw the usual barrage
g0ing over and the human machinery following it, te be me{ on every side
with heavy resistence,

This time the Boche seemed to have a good line on us and was :
tearing things up bhadly, but we fortunately withsteod his barrage and y
our combat pairels were sent ghend to determine tiie logation of his o
machine~zun nesgts, During the advance we had come %o o road that was
thieckly covered with these pests and found erossing it a difficuli
unlertaking, but it was finhally accomplished with a few casualties and
we came upon a Gevrmsn cenmetery ithat was pestly arcanged and bordered
by a rough fence, Passing on Lo about three thousand yards from the
spot, we set about digging in onee more, while awaiting the arrival of
the ration detail, but as night came anl this weleoome bhody failed o S
make its appearanﬂa the Majer dispatehed z runner 0 go bacik and find L
the eause. The runner reiurned shortly afterwards, reporting that in i
going around the cemetery, we had passed a large force of German mach-
ine gunners, tiat were hidden in it.

I

L

A large combat patrol was immediately organized witi rifle gren-
ades in the hope of elearing the menace and nllow the ration detall to
come up, but our patrol accomplished 1ittle and it was then Major Whit-
lessley dispatehed his Adjutent-Lieuwtenanti Avthur MeXeogh and two run-
ners, Jack Hirschkewitz and dack Munson with a message tu regimeniel
heaﬂquarters t0o report our position anil the situation, These three men
fousht off several Germans and after laying all night hidden in the
underbrush, finelly worked their way out at daybreak and gained the re-
gimental commander, who prompitly sent additional troops and o ration de-
tail&ﬁﬁ!ﬁﬁ% whizh arrived the following day,

These rations were cordialliy welcomed, as we had esten whetd little
we had with ws the previous day, not having fimured on being cut off
from our Lase eof suprlies and althouzh we were wet through, from the
drizzling rain and the trees that wvere still drip:ing, we were ragsonabl
content in the task of briling the water out of our funik-locl.z. Day
arter day ane night after night, conditions were becoming worse =8 we
gonstantiy adveneed Over the cougn groune, Alveys i appeoved agoinst
inereasing Beehe pumdelrs thahl o0 days previous, bus tiae morale of the
men was Inspiring, with oubr one atm to drive tne epewy berore them,
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tle big roof to collapse and massive timbers were 5iill smouldering,

—h

Just ahead 0f us tnrough the foresy, tor the past two days,
appeared a heavy column of smoke, vhislh arose [rom semething that oupr
artiliery had destroyed witil a direct hit, L[t was a welcome sight that
gilently proclaimed the men of the ariillery vwere surely overcoming a1l
ohstacles, and keeping right up with the infantry as we forged ahead,

The cenetery was now ¢leared of the enemy and wiih & fresh supply
of ammnition we went on again.

Cctober 1si gcame and found our wire-cutiers righi up vwith tie
adyance troops, experiencing considerallly more labor than they had found !
in the past and dmring the day we unearthed the smoulaering mysiery .
that had claimed everyones attenticn, by coming upon an immense dugout,
large enough to house & great number of men., A direct Lift had cansed

A ynmber of German dead were strewn gboul and the whole =ection bore ;
evidence of fthe aim sndl chaos caused by Yankes gunnars, 1

Finally, we established a new line, with @ feeling Gf}éggliaﬁiﬁﬂ:?
consgious that we had so far overcome every endezvor of the Hun to stem
the sweeping tide that was slowly but surely approaching his doon, 3
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CHAPTERTX,
THE LOST BATTALLOR .

On the porning of Ogtober 2nd, the first faint glow of {he rising
gun slowly arose, above ithe misty Lills, to ancunce the somiung of another
day, and the fiendish work : before us, It was the signal too, of 8 Tresh
start in ithe never ending forward push, but tnis time sgainst grenter
numbers of the enemy, entrenched in StPﬂnFEP noesitiens, than we had ever
net before, A heaxy barvage hegan to break with hlSuGMfDFthP apzuracy, -k
g0 glose, theat in 2 very short tine, a large number of casuulties Tormed i
g discouraging 1ist, that evﬁntually forged us to a compiete standstill,

¥ .

Major Whitiegsley decided to hold our present position fur the time

being, and seni back 4 message along the runher Sysiem, explsining that
# barrage from owr side would greatly fasiliizte matiers and ithe necessity .
of immedinate action thiereon, lest our sdvance be further curtailiced, In = =
short time, the reply caie, btgtlnr thaf, 32.50 F.¥, we werse Lo {f0l110W the -
hﬂPPHgE that would be laid &own at 1% .30 sharp, and_LB gontinue on, wntil
¥e- ook the Charlevaux Hill Road, and hold it, REGARDLESS OF IﬂESTE

P

I was standing close to the Major when he pssembled his company
. gomsanders, to advise them of the order, while hi impressod upon each of
“thery in greater detail, the 1mpnrtance angd absoiuvie necessity of cnrrvinv
th‘gne mandate to the letter, ' Sure anpugh, on the stroke of 12,30, came
A crash and ﬂvufenlnb roar that Fﬂukﬁﬂ the very eartli, which tremhlﬂd s
though “in fear and we knavw tiiis was the noisy signal tﬂ sling on - our euulp
ment -and make ready 10 follow the stern Edlﬂt no matter what the GGSQ,
e were gLE1l 4o tastera 1ittle move of the irony of fate it: seeweﬁ;f;
for hardly had &a :stepped oult, whih 2 ration fletail hove in sight, and - '
fnvththh pnﬂceedbd o dump Htheir: @ans of corned wgilly and ﬁavutaﬂk on
the ground, just & 1ittle tod iate th receive the ous Loty WEIGQmﬂ o
the. order to gdvance had zlveatly betn given and there was ssanf time té'tﬁ;
anything else, Some of thosye Ffertinate cnough to pass the ed1h105 maﬂ
g most of 1t by enatehing handfui’s as they swung along, while the bk
iﬁj were ieft {0 couscle tuemsélves as best they could, by conc ﬂntratlﬂg

It was goon found the harvage was doing maghlflcent work and help=
irnig our Jiregress Lmnensely, with ©nly the intevittent spluitering of the '
erjemy's machine gunﬂ, that af times was ivritating apd caused we to hesi= &
tate, bunt oniy for & Pevw brief $EGOH1E bhen on agoin, to plunge through T
the tongled mass ol w;lie TIEES, ;ﬂuerwnven with = thick netsork of barbed 1505
wire, witich somewhat retqried ﬂur'maﬂeméﬂts and wade the weri of tlie wires
cutters, pot aloue a dexterous cosuppiion, bul arn exceedingly hazsrdous: -
cbng, ' - '

The slosuin now, was "keep =8 elose 55 posszible to tue sroumt ard
evzde the mashine-2un flPE" for we fuily raalized the sericvwvsness of the
Situstion, which weas breught bome now and thew, by the sgonived orics of
some of our bypddies, proving one or mure uf these demumble bullets had
Foundl # ipark in wur rahlks, smpulsively, the boys weuld bhslt periiops for .
A seconl Lo turn in the divection of' the unfertun:zte ones, often watbhing .
them fall cut of line and attempt Lo ovavl back, if possesved of sufficieitt
strengih, hopefnl of rewching medical dfd, '


file:///fche

-

It was o easy maltter to witness ihis amd pass une of your owm, with
seerings unsoncert, poewerless to uffer sveeor er even sympsthy, hot then
those explicit orders which mesnt keep moving, 1c¢ft nothing else hnt to s
retyrn the Pive in an attesmpt to wipe out the hidden nests with adidod zest.

;owell remembor one poor fellow whom L stopped, os his lragoed Lis way o as
paghwerd, hoelding his bhord over o gaping wonmd in his chest, to asi 1F he L

thought e coul:l make ihe f'irst nid stetion. re tuwrned a hopeless Iook
at me sk hied begen to whisper a reply, when with a sickeming geoeon, e
rolled ever iu agony, for snother Yun bullet had pieveed his heel, as tnou&h '
it wod pode of papar, it wos indeed hard to leave him $o his fnte and tor- jg
ture, and to those who gaw it, came a bitter :determination to moke Tritz o
pay dexrly. ' o

We begon Lo find thsi keeping liaison with tihe fianking battalions
in the denseress of the forest wos zlmost an utter impossibility, for Lo
adlvance mesnt chunging the zourse every few yards, due to the labyrinth of
hrush and wire, Et was notliing boet Cight, bomb and shooet, every minute,
until we cuame Lo the crest of & steep hill that rose above a deep raving,
thi-ough which' trickled a olear stream ol crystal woter, Dirveelly ohead,
conld be seen snother l1ofty ineline, wmounting from the sape ravine and 810
whﬂse\Lrest ran the much seveted uhﬂPl&Vuux MLl oard, our wein objective.’s

Major FThitlessley ealled a kalt in owviler to devise the hest means of .
¢rogsing the 1ittle hyidgs that spespned the stream, for evéry insh of it
was in perfect vange and covered by German machine-gihmmers, and tlie prob- ;
lem was how Lo get over with the lewst pussible cesuerlires. Bub io linger i
ieng wherg we stood meant 1gdses too, %o with hepes for the best, we _.'*ﬁ_
started dewn the sloping sidés and histled acruss the SpAn, five’ ‘yerds be="i4
hind the one in front, srouching low, still with all our precauntions, 1“
Feite's deadly aim was getiing almﬂst every eighih man. )

S

it was j at turning dusk, when what was left of Jompanies 4,B,0,; E,
& and i, of the J08th Lhfantry, with sections of Companies ¢ and D of. the
306th machine-gun battalien, started to dig their Funk-holes on. the ﬂiﬁa
of the h111, just below Lhe Foafl we hoped to caplure. Cur eagualiies in
the days advance nnphbered eighty, out of a combined sirength of upprnxim—
ately seven hundred, so we busied owvrselves with reorganizetion as ilreute
hy the Majour,

Tiie fivst znd second waitnlion headdinrters formel the centey, ritﬁ
somponies 4 below and 3, §, oid H, 80 the left, while T and § Gﬂ¢hpié0 the.
vight, with the mashire-gunners proteeting cur Flanka. In that vieiep, VB
finally settled down {or the night, to Creshen vp foe the moerning, fullg
prepared to cuvry on the mission snd neld the objective, vegaridless.of
apything. The first megsaze gent boek via the heman selpy, g=ve our Togs
itiopn spil steted the cujestive had heern repehed, Then SuRe the 888 LEDLILLY
of the outposts, wirile biwse not on detaild svon fell off in sownd sicep, |
gven Lhopgh the Boehe Tlares went uwp regulavity, ond theiv tell-tale light
flisikere: throupgh the lesves 1ike fivefTlies on # siomer eveping., 1t wWas .
our first night in the pecket and tle last pecceful one fur neny doyvs, R
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Daybeesk cunme, ol one of our men on untwost, direy hed bagged a
prisoner, Jie was ¢ surnrised German who el orespdily sue-enderedl rnd owus
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zlone the Cooner poule v the regioentsl . O, and olse report che pevil

ewver dgince they had beécome seazoned fighting men, Lot L0 Cind themselves

:#hiéxﬁﬂ retain HHEL . Dﬁt&r ‘depesnior of galmness, af o Lime when parife. AR

.'ﬂﬂﬁ begih o ghow 1t,:¢1$h&ugh it was patent thai he was ealling upnn

'ﬂﬂdﬂvs me“e Lo ﬁttack WLt them, FH Drﬂﬂ? to bring thdse o umpanLes fﬂvb
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prompily mareied Lo Ysjor Thitlessley whio geesticped him st some Jength,
Hig story was fer Trop cneouraging, disclesing the Ffaod fhat therve wes

a larze rumber of Noche in the Lnmediaste wicinity ond «&ied ithat ae was N
one o & Trezsh contingent of Lroeps that wd heen Hroupht np doring the o
nisiit, Soming on top of thils cheerless indormmntion was the discovery
thot the 3UVIh nfavory on the vight and toe rencih on the left had
fadled to 2ome up on e Tive with us, thevehy lenving woith aof one ©Ionks
entirely exposed and open (o the epemy's fire,

Tor sowetime, Hzjor Whillessiey studied the sjitustion in thoughtful
sitence, tien sudderly -tirested mpe 1o hzve & runner report {0 him ot onee
The ounipost men with kis prisorner was directed Lo vscort the Gerpan haoek

to our fianks. Fifteen minwvtes hwd herdly passed when oelll retorued a-

geln, Teporting to the Major that our runner-post nearest ihe posket iad
undoeubledly been shot wp, ffor theve was no sign of to@p, e also added
ngving seen o pumber of Bosue milling sround in ths oush be the wear, .
Here Was wnmistukable evidence that $he eremy unad not been idle during th0
ikght snd had filtered in witk con=iderable aunbers and entrenspsd in bhe .
velley and on tire hill in bsck of us., ‘There was no doubt at a21l, ihat
there wewe plenty in Froni, 80 then they oust scvely e well! formed on
nuvlflanhﬁ.

EL uwas far from ¢ pleasant sensation that now grinsed every aon,
who had heen going strong ant enduring ali the Fortunes of war steisplly,

at iash ¢ umpletely hemped in on 411 sides with nnly remeie chulices of
getiing relief, makes il diffienlt te describe the fectings of disgust.
of the entirs autfit ay the rews guickly spread., Mo one appearal 6
know what wonid be the next moeve, or who shounld execute it, We were.
like the pisces on a cheaker board in a bad sovner surrownded by Kingsg
antd 1t was with just these impressions that I found my eyes btﬂklnf thﬂﬁg
Qf the Mﬂ;nﬁb, ﬂnaeavﬂﬂing to nﬂtfthe glightest glesam of hope in them,

This £ felt sure, was his gréatest liour of adversity, Would. g, Q@
Iydeking for agmiitantd, snd while the punden of respensibility secmed’
RASLitE nehvily on nis shoylderd? Ef. his nerve was gsorely tried, he hwﬂ

erery sunce of the stpred guergy of a stouf heaxrt ond acdiive brain; in: «n
efileaver te woravel the sRein of ﬁlsapyﬂintlng ﬂlrﬂumatareas, with the "
nﬁnchalanﬂe of - thirongh spert, bebeaying not the BTightest cnse for
mistrust, er o break in his usnal taeiturn leadership,

Tiie Ihquv's first act, affer the situation had set his inganuity
to wovk, was toe have ywxvatﬂ Tullefson, the man in chavge of the saprier.
Eiwgoﬂs, PEPU“t to nim with ong of his winged messengers, amnd lost ne
time in writing o messags Lo Divizion HeaimuqrtEts wiriclt ne ingeried. in .
the 1ittle tube nanging from the nervous birdts 1eg, nhile we wmafabed
fite start &F its flight, that meant iife ov death Lo many, 23 iL soarcd
higher and higher to be 108t to the visior in the thick, sLLETing smOKE
clouds, bhonging like a pall, Dawn had scorcely cul 2 fift in the Stﬁﬁ*_
1it ﬂeavcns ‘hefore the Major leGLtE& Iieuuenant Wilheism, 1n comsmand -
Pf Gonpuny H %0 take his men snd join Jompany DB, and T, wio had med
porgriul FESLStﬁﬂLE soping up en the wesi of LhE Vﬂ?lﬂﬂ, oeing foreedd .

0. halt aﬂDuL a thauaanﬂ,yards to our rear, on the left, The‘yxetenﬁgt'
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vard to our line, e was 2lso instracted to send some of his men to
breal thelr way through to the rear, 30 that rations couvld come through,
for all we possessed was the ssanly hamifuls, the Iucky ones had heen
able to graeb, as they pnssced the rotion defuil the previous day,

Just about this time, Gompany X of the 307th Infantry, who Lod
asdvanced a little ahead of their ouwitfit during the night, come up on
our' right with zbout eighty men, in command of Captain Holderman, Lt
is needless %o state they were gquite welcome and received an fmmediate
assignment to a position on the right flank, The Hun artillevy had
begin to entertain us with shells, but fortunately their firve had very
littlé effect on our immediate position, which was due in part €o the
faot, that we had dug in on the side of the hill, while most of their
migales landed in the valley behind us, throwing great geysers of mud
and weter in the air, when they fell into the stirezm,

Hardly an hour hed passed before the enemy artilliery added =a S
trench mortar to their work, whieh frem their position severafﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ“‘
from us were able to drop shells might¥ closée te the foot of the hill,
landing with a sickenipng heavy thwd znd roear, tearing the earth asurder
and sending stones and mud flying in all dirvections, whese jagred frag-
ments would whistle and fall in owr midst.

t was during this s5heliing that eighteen men, all that regained
of Conmpany E, reporied back, saying they had becn unable io carry out
the order to join Companies I¥ and F, as they had encountered the enemy .
in overwghelming forge, and thot Lieutenant Wilhelm, with a few men, Had

4. managed o0 get through, but had ordered the rest to return to the bal-~

ance of the battalion,

That the situation was becoming very gruve was evidenced by the
faot that it had bécome necessary for Major Whitlessley te go among the
men and in a sense, regorganize the whole position, so that we would be
prepared ['wapn an attack from either of the four sides at any time, First
he posted machine-guniers on the flenks, sllowlng them a Ewveeping fibeée
through the ravine, then a patrol was sent ount,; comsisting of five men

who would scout the velley and report hhat Lhay found, but that was the
1ast we ever saw of theém.

As the day wore orn, the veoices of the eénemy could be distinctly
heard coming from every angle, seening to draw closer and closér, through
the heavy brush in the valley and on our flanks, Now and then, our mach-
ine gunners, tired ¢of their boldne®s, would open @ hail of bullets at
them, which invariably was answared by tlie echeirg shrieks of terror md
pain, as the Boelie wounded showed our menm lhud hit the mark with telling
effect, zndl the subseguent exciteément in the voieceg of PFrifz grew lounder,
until the German commapds in sharp snappy accenis could be discerned
auite plainly in our lines, while we intuitively made ready for sn at-
tack from that guarter, Just across from lhe top of one of tie nil's,
tovered a eliff, some {wenily feet hiply, meking it almost impossible to
obgerve mevements® ['rom our posgiiion, Dusk had setiled »nl the Boche
commsnds were somlng lowder and their veiees clearver, theu Euﬁﬁenly a
snower of hind-grenades eanme sroshing down upon vs, hitiing meny of our
boys, bdut we held opr fire, until they hecame Gare]e&s and within range,

A germon command rang out in . brisk suthoritative brusgueness,
evidently an order Lo renew the dose of grenades and as they stood erect,
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poised for the onstiunght, our men opened five, cetehing them in pozition.
toul eries, prozns sud generanl exeifementg told us our waiting hed neot
been in vaip, and with cuick sswrryilig novemenits in the brush, cnme the
tellizle signs that they were Lastily dragging their sounded beyond
reanil,

Sur machine-qsunnecs wera not of much uge just now, s they were
busily engaged in making ready to repel any possibne attack fvyom the val-
ley, but the left £flank was surely getting a bad drubbing, for o runnevr
came with o reguest for more men immediately, und of the few that could
be sprred, only half reached ithe poinit of service, the yvest being either
killed or weunded by fun mochince-guns, thich had joinesd in the attack,
lasting an lwour, ‘

Night, that speoisl ally of merey, crept in onge wmore and was spent
by us in burying the dead and dressing the sounded, accompanied by the
nesnty thud of mortars or the ghastly flares of the enemy. It wae the
end of cur first day in this liadas, which saw our strength veduced to
a 1ittle more than Iive hundred men, so we were anxious Lo see that the
dead and woundoed. were stripped of their ammunition, for everyone kﬂ&ﬂ i
the intrinsic value of sach cariridce that was fit for use,

k& The appeuls ol our wonnded for water was heasrt-rending, and some 3
of the boys unable to stand il longer, threw csution to the winda, as i
they croawled hand over hand, on their stomachs, down ihc tvendheruuq' ol
hill and siipped into the vwl]Ly towaril that sparkling spring, {they
knew had heen broken in it8 course, in order to £ill o few satiteens opt. o
of' the mud holes, . _ . S

j{_) Two medica ] men wenl from funkhele to funkhols, Iénding aid asg
heegt they conid, while the Hajor, fiitted heveand there, wiih coaf'orting .
Wwords and the prumise that the cutlook looked hright fﬂr an early relief,
Gptside of a Tunging for food and drlnh which £ hed determinedly en-
daavored tv sublue, a new eraving $eEmed Eo grip me like wild hystekria
in a erawing for a ovigareite, but all I possesasd wog a helf filled brg
of Duriizm and a Few crumpled papers, that were far teo damp for the D
poge, sc I consoled mysell with the Inewledge that even if they wére irn
Fe?fEct gondition, I would hardly dare strilke a match that would be € Sk
target in the inky darkness. -~
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Thoeushts of sonfort bad no place here, for one had oniy to goge
rhout 2% the suffering snd death te he fouand wn every hand, wondervipg
¥iese furn would be next snd thank his God, that e still retocined 1ife 3
and 1imh wnsosthed, in this tomb of constant strife. SIowly aes thooagh - %
relus tant, fthe veil of pight drew awsy, o zive place to the waiving o
dawiz of another day, & day that wonld mingle hope with despair, a ceming
meripee to 1ife and Timb, anid through the old zrey misi, 1ifting srad-
uslly skywowi, coudd be seer tlie groveled forms of vur Buddies, huddled
end oramped in the little funli-holes, always peoring alead ov Lo the
side, expeciing ihg wipown and endesvoering Lo picree ihie Lrier ol the
thiigk Bbrush, with eyes that shone with tie intenseress and keon vision
Cof Boveze beasts ot bay.

The slightest move, Lthe snop of o bush ur sound of o Hun voice
wonld be snswersd by the sharp crask of rifiles, or the_sput,.sput bput
of our mechine-guans, followed by the uswal ye¥ls of the womnied Buche
ag§ they 7Tell, ' '
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The Major hed again pul oside pure militarvism ot was busying bim- :
self in the wmore humane ogcupation, of passing in and out amongst the 1
wounide:d, with exirs words of cheer and encouragement, The sight of =o
mapy disabled was moddening, but be it said to the sreditf of the suffer-
ersg, they Dore up monfully vith the forititwde of lievoces, as they lay ble
ing and frightfaily muimed, epduring tiie most exorusinting agony with 7
small shanece for aid, sti)1 thenkful for ghe slightest attention shown
them, whish mainly Lﬂnhlﬁted of an am:teurlizh attempt at bandaging, for
gpariitation of the blool to close the gaping wonnils, was depende:d upon
tog be more sucocessiual,

R T

el LA

e L

Then same again, the preater dennnds upoll ouy overwrought nerves
in tihmge svealy nall wihispered ories For water, & request that pierced
une's beart, when it wuas roeslized by all, tnﬁt 2 Lrip to thst mwlhole in
the valley nov mesnt death, for {he spot was govered by ihe eneay machine
guns, 51111 some wunable to Jonger stand ihe appeals, took the risk and -
never réatorned Lo the mission of moercy.
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Patrels had been sent out in all direstions, in the faint hope
¢f finding some loopphole in this chasm of dcath, tﬂ vepori the urgeni -
néed of food, medical suppiies ohd ammunition, 111 of which ¢éhbed Jower o
and [over every minute, Tlese patrols never returned eitbier, esnd we :
Telly understood the futility of expecting help through this eourse, For
we, weng completely segled by a solid circular wall of shot and shell
friom hii-ﬂammunlﬂztlﬂn with the outside worid,
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In desperotion, & carrier pigeen was nexil tried, with the samg
friuiiless result, s8¢ there seemed nﬁthlng else lei't bu$ the .f'ht that
#4351 remained within ug, on and on, £o the bitter end, awalns 0dds we
eould hut ”uess. '

Iy funk-iiele was Eha“ei by Private Jim Taovney, in gharge of
Baktalion Aeroplane signal panels, and Batidlion Sergeant Major Ben
Gaéﬂﬁhe. A nyither of hadly wuunaed machingsgunners lay ¢i08% be¥ife us;
#fn ohg Gf their officers, Fieubtengnt Pealbdy, who joked and ghilell ﬁﬁ
niE men, in en attempt 1.0 1L§htﬂﬂ thElr miffering, now and then pvﬂmlﬁ”
ing them we weve gbing to give fthe Boglhe "mervy hell”, theh calling. 8.
théiv notice the rat- tat<tai of Bur Suns wh&ng;pr 2 salvﬂ was torned in
the direstion of the Huni From the veide andiWanm attempts at raisty of
this noble of ficer, opme wouldl wsrdly surmize he, too, was compelled . Lo,
lie there, helpless, with u frighiful shatteved leg, "that led: Loplouﬁlyﬁ

The firench mertars had begqun Lo pgound us again snd the Laavy
tands of their deadly charges crept elodgce each minute, Lnerepsing in .
volumeE o8 Pritz warmed o his vork, German voices were heavd agnin, too,"
this time carrying commapds we felt werne the death knell wo all Lﬁlngs
living in this place of misery, On every side, thede voices nov aroge,
But spneaved to be more numerons on the [lanks apd resr., '

Along towaprda the aiternoon, they put over & mashine-zun bav-
rage, which Tasted an hour, »aling Lhc hitl with 2 damneble firce thot
Biade vs hudidle sleser to the growd, mavking the proximity of the siwcts
“hy the bresling of the twigs LﬂVE“ng oy faces, which vere slinped off
a6 the hullets whizzed by, The Germans sent mupmy of aur bhoys West, that-
wELernunn and among them the brave Tiéutenokt Feabody, lie with the 112ht
heart unher mokt trying conditions, for fthe poor fEllﬂn had bucﬂme S0 f.
Egakened from 1oss of hlood, that he was untble to shel ter hlmself in: Lhe’
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brush and g meveiful bullel fron the eremy eided lils herois saroor,
Like u thunder stovm, Lhe bavrage slowly subshide:s ondl we vautiownsliy
cgrose to a srouching pusition in Tpil expectation of an attarsik, wiich
Jidk come in the form of a stwwer of hwnd grerades from the fop of the
hill. tuiest of uz had hegun to develop a pervous tension that seemed on .
the verge of bhreniidng, arecily aided by the never gezuing paugs of d
hmnger and extreme exhauvstion onmid i€ was a grucsome sipht Lo sew the S
living Ly te the phouatish work of searching the dend, L0 se¢an the pack B
and nockeds of & deporved Buddy {or a possibie bite of hardiaclk or any-

thing that conid he egaten, I was fartmnate to find ¢ hattered comlinent o
cam that stil) conioined = few graims of nround coifec, which I chewed e
THEVENUUSI Y. ' ¥

sndaenly the huw of an allied aeroplsne wow heard and Yrivate R
Tarney was oridered to displiay our battalion sigral as it flew neaver, ;ﬁ
with the hope that the ubserver in the sky would locote us. ach timie S i
L.arney executed this move, he did s0 ot o great risk to iiis life, [ler "ﬁé
1{ wag necessary that ha spread the white triangle witd: iis bBlack sguare -
on the ground, amid a hail of bhullets, designzting First datialion Head- o

gnarters, sul «ith tentslizing mistforitunce, noe answering signal ever A
dropped to tell they undevstood, But they did drop many packages which s
undenbiedly contiined food, thst always ell throusgh tihe guidance of an B
inexorable fate, into the enemy lines. ' 4

“ELght agoin Plotted the ssene of navnage with z new and tercific
npisge from agevican rifles ond mackine-guns in the rear of the hila,
snnopnalng plainly enough a grezt stipggle was on, in un efiort to
drive Lhe Boche from his position anil’ resch ws, ALl tirough the damp,
slilly darikness, we lay nuiet and hoping, vitheutothe warmih of an
gverecet o shHelier of a bilonket, jusi trying to esse.wWeaknegs and
brainfag, while the battle above rage& on witlh intense determination.

e were at that stsge, vhen the norrows execution segmeil part of
- the dayst voiitine, Cinding ssny of us ot the dawn of the fifth dasy, .
staring iistlersly 2t that ominous hilléep, with 2 wild expression thai :
firoclaing insanity Pegth, starvation, exposure and exiwusiion had at
Yast =seéi their miévrk, while hopeless abandon had stepped in to mz ke the
iast hours Seem 1;,1{@: dnys oi torture,

¥ajor Whitlesaley, who hed ezsried the sobriguet of the “ikbn with
the chermed lifew, continued his usual tour of inspection, “egarﬁlcss
of the fact Lhat tﬂE air wadg kiterally aiive with bullets of every de-
gaription, apdt his acticons should have Béen an inspiriiion to our shat-
tered nerves, wut we were fur beyond that now.

caplain George e,xrtry second i1 compend, was snotier whoe defied
the curded fate, and liice the ; najor, showed a deep contempt Ffor the Roohe
6 anvibing connecied with: him, for he was gonstantly on the nove, try-
ing to brace un what was left of ws, fhe deadly trenci-mertavs, as
heough werking on studied schedule, had again commenced the days toll,
and ve wore sleadily iosing men, OGur ambnnilioen #was nevw used spavingly
B only when it was absolutely nesessary, for we weve {inling fewer
hindiets on the person of owr newly dead comraded”
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The attacks on the left bhad becoeme heavier and balder, showing
the enemy had begun to sense cur steady growing helplesspness, Lut
Ticutenant Cullen and his hien were fighting exeentionally we]l Gl
this filenl:, witastanding every attempt of the Hun with gallant siub-
horpness, Tate in the afitermoon of this day, come the most calam-
iteus peried of 01l our previcus experience and struggies, when it
was discovered that an Amerigan barirage which wag supnosed to have
been directed on ¢ masged formation of thie enemy just o Titile heyond
us, witl: the intention of brealking up their prepared atizcic, was £311~
ing right intoe our ranks apd for nearly two hours their deadly ¥0's L
tore un the ground all shout us mercilessly, leaving death and gonfus- -
inn to add to our suffering, )

Yo were ordere:d 1o move further to the right of the 1111, vhere _

it was slightly more woodsd, affording a 1ittlie more progcction, but 2
before we left, the Major woote the following wessage "Your barrage is %3
faliing on us; for Goldls sake, sfop Lil" 'The lasi carrier pigeon was 3
then brought to him znd the brief protest rolled znd inseried in the
tiny holder, and L will never forgeil that moment or the thoughis that
game to me, as I watched ihe ¢rembling thing, perched eon the palm of i
the Major's hand, as he stoed as eréct as an arrow in h'g fimkheole,
The frightened bivd, whose name, by the way, was "Cher Ami", faltered
for a moment, Tov the air was filled with fiying stones, branches
af trees, mud and men being bDlown to pisces with the force of a cyclone
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This poor feathered creature, we kney was also weak from jlack
of food and- perhaps tiKe its hwman companions, longed for escape from
thiis inferno, so at Tirst it flubttered feebly, perhaps undecided what
td do or what course to pursue, then it ardése, dodging the flying de=
brig and was lost to us in the dense smoke, while sgvervone oreathed

a God-gpeed for its successful fiight,
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We were moving glowiy to our new rendezvous, with Ben fasdeke,
gur Sergeéafit Major, nol ten feet in frout of me, when there came a
blinding flash and terrific roar, as a shell burst just heyond ms,
then evevythlng weht hlack, whxle earth. and rocks that had been tﬁﬂseﬂ
high in the air began 4o Fall. I had not seen Ben hit and I never. _ .."
gaw him afterward, nor could o vestige of his elothing be located, -
te was jusl bDiotted off the eavrth, by his own cownirymen’s shell,
Anctber sterline character and excellent sceldicry had paid the supreme
agovilfice, _ .

Y now cauzht sight of Jim Larney, sbout twenty-Tive feet avay
and Beard him tell me he woas coming over, ingeiving if I wzs 011 right,
bpt he had hardly gained my side, when ancther desfening craszsh of 2
75 actually uprooted a trec and Ttung it high in the air, showering
everything with frogments o few secords later, If wes Jim's ftuwrn
this time, having been stnuok on the »rm and teg, so L tore the
slecye of Lids sost L0 make hapdrges and stopuel the f1ow of bloocd as

est I conl:d wider £he tevrifyirg cirvowistenses, mwnilil o sudden 1ull,
and the Amerisan barrage ceazsed entively,

Thank God, our prayers had been onsvwered, "Jher Ami" had
regohed tite Boal, but fthe game 17{4L1c hero had 1ost a leg and an eve,
in thwe performunce of its heroic service, we lerrned tiger,
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"Hegk to your fuakhoeles " wes the pext order, wml half esvryling,
holfl drageoing Jim with me, we stwibled and fell nuite often over the
ghell-tovrn ill, to find in the end our fwidoles were no movre, for 2ll
of them had been blown in, making it neasesssry o dig new ones at once.

there the Yank T9's had left of'', the Boche hegan ageoin, and in
agdition to being vigervusly shelled, staving eoff attasks, attempling
te curc for fhe wounded and bury ouwr dead, the insislent paugs of hun-
ger wug foast drivipg us 0 sheer modness, Jim Yavney, In o half sitiing
position Ral get fto work with his good svet, digging away like a Trojzn
using his bayenet to break the hard eavrth, while 1 gave what 1ittle
asgistance my exhausted conditien hHad not been robbed of, by using uy
trench shovel, in a desperate effort to enlarge the hole that was to b
cur new shelter, as long as we could hope to hold out against the Fiends
who were decimating our ranks with frightful energy.

When this work had been finished and everyone under cover like '
ground hegs, I was diregted by the Major to ehwesk=up, in eorder to d8- !
certain How many lives those amerissn 75's hald sost us, and I wes soon 3
able te report, that at least eighty of our littie force had been killed :
or wounded, Our totsl stréngth had diminished to a mere three hundred
meh now, or rather three hundred automatons, who had barely strength
epough to 1ift a rifle and pull a trigger,

Afver heaving my repert, Major Whitlessley at onae decided that
no more men would be risked fﬁr patroel details, as previous atlempts
had pﬂovgﬂ but dismil fallurea, with nope rmturning except Gedrge
Botali, Wwhe had started on ore of these disagircus jowimeys writh his
Budidy Jae Friel, just a few unomenis bafore the American barrage haﬁ
hegun te £ind e a mark, ®Botell came back with z badly tofm scalp, .
to reporl the last he saw of Joe Priel, was wh&n 1 Hum bullet had . h“ﬂug&
him down, and ps he luy helpiess with hlS body being fairly riddled
with butlehs, thls game runnsr centinozd-to fire his rifie pﬂiﬂt hlaqk
#t his eXecntiongrs until Fife Had 1aft him, '

Allied planes hegan te fly o¥ér s gpgalh, s0 with Larpey unakble
to. respond, it befell my 1o+t see that the panels which I displayed
tifié nfter time, Wére in piaper position, an scy that was always
srected with a ;hail of bullets that never neglected this move,

Ii was not wntil semetime Iater, after one of these harvassing
trips, thet T discovered with much surprise the sleeve of my coat had
besan rjppcﬁ from the eibow to onff, by & Fiyipz picose of shrepnel &and
the mirisul ous part of Lt was my bh]rt bire not the slightest trace
off dawmege,. It was then L fu]l; “Eﬂllzﬂd there were otliers besides
Maijor #hitlessly and Captoain.; Melfiriey, whose ¢all had not yet arrived
anil I silenmtly thanked the pood Providense for my lusky fortune and
deliverence,

Weleome nipght had settled down agoin upon Lhe most oventfiliday
and we dragsed ourselwves into the 1ittle funkholes o rest and dream

half delirous things, waiching with sarcless goncern the ghastly light

of those Boole Tlares that cane f]LGkLPiﬂg through the tress and leaves
with an cg¢easional sgpluttering of rifle and mashine=gung that begpolke

tlie untiring aativ;ty af the enemy, Ce -'.Jkﬂ
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Though the pights hat never been serene, still tne blessed dark-
ness aated as 2 gloak of shelfer snd sovi of revived the tived spivii
and achiing bones and lulled to partial foervgetfuiness, these uncveyr
ceasing panrs of sler storvation,

Kight drew away agdadpn gs vwe Bnew L would, taking with it zhwet
palm el momentory shelter cuwld be found, from the hideocusness of day-
time asilivity, and the morning of the sixth Fey on this pory 0il1lside of
Chiarlevaus Eill Reoad, disslosed nothing move {han the imasges of nen,
halfl crazed creatures gaunt and hollew-eyed, sho huddied in the holes,
With 1ittle or nc encuvuragement in sicht, for the Aueriezn troops in
the reasr bad drawe no cleser during the nigit, while the sad picture
of the degad and mangledl bodies of those who hud een through the struog- :
gie with ue, apd the knowledege that but one machine-gun remained out of i
the nine we nad staried with seemed the last straw. boans of the woun-
ded, bungers renewed appeal, the trench-moertars reveille announcing "
another day*s hellish pastime with rejuvinated Bochie maechine-zunners, o
starting o fresh period of cheerful slaushter was all this dreaded day 1
of fuped, ,

Being killed or starved to death, seemed the only escape From =

this miseraile exXistence and With vhis in mind, L began to destroy a
map and some few persgonald popers, by tearing them into small bits in
8 Yistiess action gf the idier who whittles o stiel,

l

. It was a monotonous day, with the added dead and vwounded, a ve-
petition thel we had grown used te ond then onighi agsin, = vcld damp
night it wasg, that dug intd the very marvow of oupr hones cgusing new
ackes and pglna vntil we wondered if dedth itself was net more merdial ;o
Then another merning with The same humdrum things, the morning of the
Seventh e@x in this wilderness of murder, until aitong in the afievnaﬁn,
geveral men, wnable t¢ withstand ihe straln any longer, took it upon
themselves Lﬂ go after a Bag of ratiovus they had seen fall from an her-
oplane., They had only gome but o short distanee when all but one pan L
into 8 mpghine-gon nest and were completely wiped out, The survivpr )
wag mede prisengyr, well fed and his wounils dressed, then the Getrian s
gommanler had him blindfolded and wiih a oane aﬁntalning g littla white
flag fer his guidanee, thoy led him through their lines to thoir outs

pogts firom which they 2ent him off in the directien of our position on
the hill,

¥

A

He finally reported to kzjor Whitlegsley, anl hwnded him Lhe L
following communication from the German officen, C
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To The Jommarling Gffieer of the 2nd Batltation, J, 7, 308,
of the Tith Americon Bivision,
Sir;

Tiwe bearer of thie present, LOWETL R, NOLLIKGSHEAD,
has been taken prisoner by us on Lotobey « ie refused
to the German Intelligence Officer, every snswer Lo his
guesitions and is guite an honowrable feilow, duing bonuur
to hiig Matinerlond in the strictest sense o the word,

e has heeh sharged against his will, believing in
deing wrong o his country, in carvrying forward this
pregsent letter to the {fficer in charge of tile Znd Battal-
ion, J, R. 308 of the TTtﬁ Division with the puwrpese to
recomuend this commander to surrender with his forces as
it would be guite usetess 10 resist any move, in view
of the presentl conditiong,

The suffering of your wounded men can be heard uver
here in the Ggrman lines and we are appealing to your
human sentiments,

A vwhite Flag showh Dy one of yowr men will $ell us
that you a2gree with these conditions,

_Pleaﬁé treat the LOWEELL R, UOLLINGSGBAD as an

honpurable man, ide is guite a soldier,We envy yon.

The Germsn Jommanding Gfficer,




R

and bumpy grownd, driaggzing from its place on the pround, the sipnc) we
had prayed so hard apd leng, would be seen D¥.the plones, now, this rdy

-54-

imjor Whitlessley read the note carefully and silently, theun wilh-
éut comment, he ploced it in the hands of Captain HeMurtry, who likevise
read it hltﬂout change of expregsion, passing it in tvrn to Captain
Holderman., The three then looked at each uther and simultanecusly a
proad grin actually spresd over the features of 1], Undoubtedly the
appesl to us to stop sontained epongh griw humoy that dnly bard hesded
Boche could not realize, under the present harrowing conditions in his
hasty deésire fte play & safe game, Its very awlnclty smacked of simplie-

ity, when one considers the brand of warfare they had waged. After six

days of relentless digbolié¢ Teutunisim, using every conceivable meups of -
heils toriure gnd trickery, that had sent death and destruction in ocur
midst, he wowld now have us cry quits, when be became iirved of the un-
equal sarnige,

The iajor, feoring the slightest sign from ns might be uisinterpretd ;
as a show of uccepiance snd surrender, yelled "Baldwin, take in the Fan-~. 7
el", and I promptly scrambled out of my funk-hole securrying over the torn o]

of hupe mast be put in the same category as the rest of furluaq cnes .

- furning to the unfdrtunate Hﬂllingshea&, the Yajor heruted im
unpercllullv in a2 loud angry woide, for having lel't his post hithﬂut
permission, ordering nim te repovt at enae to hia sompany ﬁomm&nﬁe“
Tre incident had spread Tike ®ildfire throngh the ranks, Men, almng;

toorrosk Lo stand, actusily on the vérge of stapvstion, had now il tﬁméﬁ.'w

GTEYY Qunce of remalnlng strength to voice theip suntlmenta in chsing _
and damring the dun, dering him in loud exclamations of ‘ehoked prﬁfanltyf
to coime aver snd try to lale uns,

That was all the white the Gevian would ever see on that hillsids
staughtérhduse apd wos the wnanimcos sentiméit of every half deaﬂ Han
¥l stL11 retained a breath of life,

. 1 WAS WETHIE PIVE FRET OF MHAJOR WHITEESSILY Wilgl HE RE“FT?EB .
THR KOTD FHOM HOLEIRGSHEAD, ant pesitively defilare, e néver pwde uge ofr
the wortd famed éxpression, by telling the German uﬂmmﬂrder tu o0 B s
HaLL Swhieh is simply o myth for as thevre vas obsolutely no recdgniiioni
given ta the Boche eammunlﬂytlan therefore there wos no necessity io '
answer it.

Feak, but with #Lil1l & 1ittle [ight left, we 2% once maede prep-
arztion fur ﬁn atbasik we felt must follow the srub 10 German awviocrucy
and we wevwe not wmisg in our surwize Fovy they promptly {orpot thoeir :
hpmene :desires by sending us some of their fameéd fignid-fire, sn ingen- 0
ioug awvt of coworaly killinpg thet ghot i scurehipg hect vighit ikto ocar
Ranks, '

EFnt fthat inparticent note of dhe ot vaes rankling Lo oo hesrts Gl
and thouvelh 0w bodies were week ond emeciated, thieve arose within every '3ﬁF
wan a new Cighting sPpivit, a spirit thet made furious delons of us, s e
#ith wiot rempired of owr seent supply of ammuicion, we mansges to d*ivé@
fthern off with few casunliies LNLUUF vanle ond the 1ﬂ“t of this devilish
iovde, wo6 seern disappearing in “fhe forest, just 28 the shodows of pight’
ulGSeﬂ tn uponr the scene of apovher day of ifmpish doings.



o dnach o biae STl TRl rLRTrs b ST Rer abed owe fanl o sere ol
i ot MtEbeles et Lne mioht, wrdoving et Lo onwves conin,
Lagh et 3o owest oo, fhoe s ool LooT "i..i'.:lu"!?"_, srach ol
suells "1‘1i. Pl val-t bl b o cuy tunn ey omests WA aline - U, onne
Vibh ciowiond dislonoticgs L onue teny suuldl it be rUu«iﬁ1ﬂ, SRR
siEm o Just o anlircdiu:, et e cus 1.0 !_--_.-'s:‘i. tha oot sl osomel o .
vhy, ar eazs Bl U O CNriclm: Loy vl She sty AT ol nu o eare ouring
Eropi o polhustiy o LRl oo r.n__r*'L, dbecdrdgs Lamie v, iy oA nn
Lo i i elibegn, Ain the Qons bope o secins one Teowe of Yani
trrGons soLbeceiie Ll DBeuss, Dol b michd o von Lo oleoi s
Lite abLoemni nasetaug,

2 TLtesTla o iwar Bl wevming, wosry b oseen s oeity oLl il L, ne
sethled doss Jor ocuneties nbotie I sl s oereden; asoni bpalic olalogio, one
of bie men on by wishil Dloni some stweatine un e Jegos Jhitiesslaviy
Piwaaiole v prestalessly oesuen, "The S6Th snfrotey Des o oeoger uieosuzgh
Slad Ll oubpushs ore oor i o conbesn wibh owe o u

bt Mol

LEhvout o oworl, ohe Dpiov hne o ded ook altly Lhe soeldier o ovesifr

Liﬁ sepcri, but o we jusid tand therg, Loo domaicurded to o wider o soum,
nesely staring o6 oone aloihes 1 Lhe aoeaiess, salbins, opinyg ond peay-
ire thict Lahs wes nel enolios Juiae ol forr e, Dodor Whotlesstay shortls

ctornad with on offiaer whon O gowdd not disticsgeisl. in Lo deovinoss Lo
:wpve*i-L it pews thet she S0¥Eh uad actv*l'“-’ fresxen tweousds and iwhoet the
satlion deteils vonld roacl vs by doyoresic, witer i reliel vonl:dl be oom-
p-'-.f.-..t-k«*l-

Kot o mom slosel an eye bhed nigaot ol 6313 ¢f o oue wedsomed the
dave ol oy s ith cherisae 5l sneisipation, until Yineily, with Lhe Tivst
sLeanlils 4 The oty spy, cuuld e seen ob oaralzss siedin el Aperican
nululﬂfh, Tugging bags ala DeXesd of Cowb ever Lhe rouszh voeds, Lo estab-
Tish w wobion dumpe ol the Joot of the i1, where yvestevmioy we idlared not
trod,  The Tooio op fhe fnsas o oy somrsides Lo misTorLune, ps Lhey
gaged on ghe geesd pile of breal, corned willy, mat |.~;._w._m, sl tome

shoss prol puttes, wos o mighit farely scen ciol newer o he fovgoetien,

Althongn e was werely e s ned sofferved tlwe pances of bunger
SRR e Fome poin oas whe rosit ool us, thoe Sirat o ihdvng cue sajor il wes
Lo rv"aunuh ¥ -unuuut vhe distobibulion of feocd, secions o b oouey uon
bl owoon secved oelora cihtemplbad o posrteEe ol oo omoraol niloeal t‘ L

Lingtonsten o o see b0 Lk, bondh wlost oy lan wo L T
| SRRy i’UJ'L;iH-'I:} eI LLoonee, mo iiheend Dl i
e ST ety Lu.- i SO T e SR il TR T LR
; ~¢1.>L.J, FIRDET ooy net dnto Lo YRR IR T
TR AT ot i VR Lo ; (LIS FEE R B S ¥

v _LT¢L>.-L‘D;

Wy, Pehanabs, nieevenn, oo e w2l voce o
UL B Tl e s i T Laswlre sl ool e e
AR I A TR s cli e
T v Ol e ad b uno Ry acesd,  The
Gl s b, ok no oo Sseesed Le v - el p
il Goh Lovir oo LOdOn b b Hreellvnty
e JEVISEon Judibn.n i
Pl Lt s ey 8 TR RN PR RIS H TS ETETRIN W )
;e il g vrepliel winen i e §oab rhw Joot ol oshe w11, iie-
Erdwuliry v vions spe cUTemml BuoDe Do o fio, mitnoo e oo

DA T L _1.-':':‘; -_,'|!1'l

ool LR vl



http://oro.tr
http://t--.org

ETs, :j [
C o

Wi ALy it
R

(PRG-I L SN A ]
Do Tl i
. .

cenl PHipr ]

LE g

R

N TE

Mol

o
o
tihie
whe g

¥ L

R in o

I.H I’J. T 1"1.'\1-.'_!. E!-N -

i
13 4
villay
[T
A ICTR PE-R
D EUH L

gt
i -‘|

Sofiue

e T

e ioRlietily

]
W

Lol o Sea i owil WG Ievlevans
S Tt

)
O

orva o
soptd o

T PR R NI
HELEL R R PR I

I

that wos
cnld meven by =fone
oty Wdon the o1
thie ceant

maiened sppron
T shinne

A LT N R LT

TMATYessTy
Prsloone o om
LT ;etﬁw'
ot odeals,

cnd ocnrnape e
G LTIomT o panta poy

LIS

i

L o1l chuor

Tor

1 na of
S
Tl s v

bzl ol

e
mr s
11 .

RETFLIA

. '- — Bl e . R
DD PREE LWL . a1
Wadh o5 niDo sslbde

foooe bap o
sevi Loowlivg dway wala
Lot o5a sl eely onenod,

bt i

[ B Y s LaiEi

-~

Lo0fF il

FAN) S
P A R

e

G
Y
Litge

[
I

I



Lol
._.!*.e i &
;._u:'. [ERANTRN I?_::_'i'-i_i';

FETY
-

, mon ondoau soioe
alr ent, Dra o vosnbe
ooy ol Ne-0ous pron desaf-
LR OLtE I bt G rn ool opony,
ol Lidy Sviy 21onird malrgniiGe L0 il el

.'Lla;'_-
AR TR EEY S IR L

ST @l TEs dotiir Lo0 aToosde gonla Uhen ovans un Ly
Du o seldon sLopsed S0 L movenent, wnvil wve SinpTow ii._ iin froni
GiLosouz LUamionad Sevian shaoehs, vhish Te toronedl oo oo Lcmi:: ur teunor-
Sarvy nuaeLers, A Red dvrous i o rletionil rEanel D oot Lo ol oan ove
“Frted ov, amoded encih one @ ooiecs of chosoleale, o osi} L“"t. Uk "l"imztl_'!_y
token of syipatily, no donpid, ot ve graved something substeortinl, siill
i elforly ware nnﬂev5tﬂud ang our hegrts rove tho RmS a5 we pnassed inco

sopve Lo hions

—-.—-

o

Tie Bnagtds boodrop whist Tittle cemakned of ecuinmenlt.  Then averyoun

nemded streighi “@P Guae Kitebons, dowr of which worae zeine Yull 9 o5t
| Y

BV
= . . ca . :
nran rire ] ¥ HA J.l'l e ven netise ol our sDomaAne,

At Sermen inceoncelvanle that woe soudd nuv bove 71 the 2ats desived
aiin Liwg olor ﬂr gtoaning Lol codf'ec wpegain o have an invigeroting elbect
on every one, The neny gonsisted of riec, pranes, bread, syenp oand Lhe
welvone bBlack eoffee that had leavel inte Paver, and wry tiae Touis of
thinzs the boys woutid never rot anough from the wey ey devowred evory-
thdang vaased hetore fhwew, Lo only a Jew ahori hoers peX every one of
s wore Ttoviy o auwaiting neiuve’ts lefesh ai gie hasd stovvetion, {prite
Aan oviiopes had W?T1““": Lo witress o SREH 15"‘9 i
Laptly to | [y R R ot oopEee el ean et ; Toanidoe
LAl v mietors ol 'E; 1) slE GuavEs o of beetbprre ndk oeon Dol Poon gvoany
ol g ovwimuntiwed Lo bhe o onibtoo selisfoodion, )

rmtte o
SETIE N CRC Sy
Y oanlo

AR TR C IR

SRR P TH A e

e . - r.l 1
R TR SR LA RV E LTS % 1 A VR LT PN el e
! - ] - ‘. M
AT D LT Y s T HE- v R FEFNE | RS
R CALE SR B SRV B : n ot A TR SRR Vira L e




ARSI IE A TE BEIY.

RSN CHL W I

.
oot raiite
L R S A b
e ol veprntnl Lt F
(LI AR S N
AR O T LA

IR
T

flLzeod

Y TR 3 TR

[k P I TS

e
g s

ol e 8 SRR T IRL NS

P L A

s . - . r. - . . Lot
LI L D ORETE S T e [P P A I A R




R R
sal el o
T ' .

TR

AN DS A TS

BAG b

. LilCrL

talien Do LowLs, & oo
1

*

A T LT ot - d. o .. T on ' .

WrLgakRcE ] Oun roslt ol i i :
divisior whiian ol pooounyTiahes Cheh o woe thowrhl Ln-
ottt e accrbored the Towsost o0 Toe Avoonne,




'1..,-“'

PUERE ) T 1 Y LY R B U I

i b T T TR S « B TR T S A R N RN P SR T ST s el ooy
Tt TR A N I A T L PR S i E.i.il'_.". YRS A
R CTEE A P A H CHE LR T T oEs A Ten v merde et Tnndl ool Lol ta Jvenath,
SndhooLnovps Uound o ot "Lvr1 i [¥ Pide feon Lo oot Lhon Lo v nolh

e =2t

1 v eShimt v unne Lol Tasy ool teasant, o
:Qddy drizeTe thot

Been careoying on Por devs i alyu snnke& 145
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Bewan Lo asserd themwselves. After arriving ot this havewn of sesfori, &

\ﬂnﬂ-f‘-ﬂ’fhr cgported 10 the Chiel of ateff, wio ot once coiled his steno-

renly to thice guestions he svould pul Lo me., Ferhaps it wps the Took of
bevilderment that betrayed oy Teelings ond cavsed the Shiefl Lo explaln
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ol honor, the ulghest mark toat cen be given a soldier Dy our Howermnentg,

f“&thP ahil &irectad his (o make 2 note ol everyihing & bad Lo ssy, in

I was 023 £ Lad been selected with two others beecanse we were three
of the few alive who had boen clese (o mpjor dhitlessiey throush it =11
and that I was sxpected Lo tell tho story in my own way of just bhow it
naupenct, particularvy of che pari the zajor had nlayved and how he nandled
the situsticn, Por a moment L was completely nonplussed, while I mused
over whai & feli wos 1o he the cvowning efford of wy Tife, a =uprere
momicnt et found me selecsiod fo say & fow wormdle Lhal wore deeply rooied
vithdn, to the honor rwl glery of a fearless noble american, such as the
agjor lad olnsysshown izmgell in bho precsoence of deoth, agony
Ly only honpe pow secmnel Go e in the wity oi prain ,nﬂ Lonsne, zuiaed Dy
pereries thoat were s56il1l1 youniy, —ooneertoand sond wees i the “Lﬁ“y’ e
£ovivoed wvver gmein, every gaiiivte of bhoese sEX barrovilg days oud nizghes
Tike sorpersd vobs, with desth and sornege on exeri =dde srl g L osopmelcs
Loz oeretive, toe 811 evrect form of oee zeliaond Imjor secues o lTond
L2 way Lo soping Pron one horeor 10 anolioer,

anit fonr ond

Thesl ownen we diftcovered we vere ooced inooan o1t osides and of tho
alforis of dofor ViktTes.loy to eommenice Lo Yith besdiw cfors; of mnohive
sun Dovvages of Bhe womnded and idvine, apd Bow coznedloss ol ke fast that
Live Hdliside wes Thtorally ant conntaontly olive witi ferrlfic bu““"xiﬁc,
tirls wnteteuianble Yeownar in oobtor disvesord of his own safely oah bine
ML sAein pone among the vounded, condorting then and essuring 811 of us
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tigh evervibine sould ovendtuall vy burn ont sstislestorily, dow 2t eaeh
attoal e Loo wonld snneell o ¢iifMe spd owowni the torn of the dangersous
BETT, shers hetoushit shoulder to gheovlder with the bnok privater urging
tiy L Lo 8tow the aun obtooh,

musiiy e oreo b, aoroutized piere wves pofh o Sugsad be boe otece
B Loy 0w VOISO girl Do oy entuusliosn, o hzﬁ Sulrheler sl Durone 2
prall=Yirsler by Lbe ornvonconce of Whie glovhis s o seve lissaniar with
Thonght el Faves, 5111 0 continned [Jeiny ;*fm o el of voloer Lo
anothor, undil waen L Ploaedly Dindshod, o bopestly Jelt that b bhud said
nevdly eropch in Tovoer of this v‘ndvan1 wen apl cocrtosys olfJicev, Dor
witow Thee bBeot seeoed noene Loo waotld,

L'

E
.3
i |

it can be lmssined Lhen, oy hounpirvess Lo Teorn later that Jouiress
had mhorded hism the well eorned seize, a Sunmresslions? Ledet ol wonor,
Atter $his plessent mission with the dhiel of Svell spd omy story iinds shied ,
I tornerl neck z‘“&in Lo Lhe bog zﬂ; sy, Goroesl the s40I1Y deizzling roin
and gethering dusk, aveivimg fvest in Lime [for the evering mesl,

e strain of the Torrain front, the vesle onil Alsne cumbinei with
thre Dardship and s=trosgios of e Arsonne verce unndenndhedly bezinning o
shiow thweir effeals or wy constituetion in 7 swiden recetion, for my khees
beren o Feel wobbly and pigints eul vogt which bal becon dayligit .breans
wers now slecptess Leriure, Therefove T sonsidercil Bt owaes avout time to
renort to the wmerllienl anthorikies, who gflte- Tistening Lo my tsle of woe
preseriped bhe psubl Iese of nillis rnd geni me bagl Lo the pep-tent in
tlie mavsi,

But i realized neither pills nor the yreseni 1ife vas far from the
rosd Lo regained ieoal gl oemd &tlenﬁuh, arul as the Aays wore on I graduelly
eraw worse, wtil on the 20th of Ustober, cemplefely wWorn out in body
and mind after a Fong hike, L wes fount {“ut aslecn wmeler a tree at (hene
Tornda with the voin besting down on me by Septein Poanl T. fighi, who
todid me Li wes potiling suord i foolizlmess o aticmvt to old vut longer
god that L oshould =20 to a Dhospitel, Svi13 o bed no desire Lo chonee cpy-
thing that would separaile me Drom the oudfit, for 1 Feared . vonld not
rot ooach onee o left owd wreferred Lo stoy on as long as possivle,  The
Covtoin mdoubtedly il pnot aocres with ay idess, Tor atter ne lwd talked
Sitls the medico? officer, L wos toegsel For the hoseibst wivh the notetiom
tuxhmustion” ., Toen eame m1 sud mowents when 5 sold woodenyoe Lo (e boys
Tho erucned o Do nesr and cbher afeiinge an oay fow bDelonpings: in oa Tiitie
Senvis Bod, - owhs of D with feltering woit Lhreongin Lhe noy ponring voin on
gyowno Lo owvhe 1iotle sent ket servaed as oo Firoto pid stetion,

ﬁi:ﬁ, dog=tired spd drerched to Lhe =:2in, ¢ Sbood in Tine L0 B
eope s L onan oy gl Serpeacnt ., Svidendiae oo oenile

forreesun Liehl pE o ostood
meoil, ey the ey oef min DL ewing ool Vi

e v Loy oorrybinlying Tm-ri" Db oy opraue, s pen uno nml Znovy o §rom
ilave o ebon wloewYy failed Lo raso-niee .azt,. Loon Loowmwe filn

ol syter soon-
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Tieat Bimnt o] o TEeld nosnilel Ghat sac::aea’i e ohpve nooood e pends oaod

pulldingy, Lhe sephes of whdon wpas locatet 4 oo rodlrosl siotian,  Doone
Lisic ens poien lu olassLiving oy, r.|.111".|_i’1_.-., witlalh ] wrens e Lol ol wvoewndd
weren Pavniohied with (13 bhe bot seeen they con?d dring by odhose wonderinl
womern, fihe el Jvoss ponses, whose grest werk in omipiokering o Lhe
31:51‘&41';111:, hes pleoed thm on o ninnoaclie of mevay (avougioud L~1e vy,

L biame fownd psslsned Lo oo gound-Bend Lo oavsaii the areivwal of #
bosnital teein vhish we Tesihol Yourld tnhie wis e o hnsoe bnspilal ebd as
oaznin seltled down for apolier reriod of ouilelness, 1 had the orphor-
Lunl by ol turcning my eyes and syverotiies on thoese phoui, destined for the
Fame Plooe as mys Mi Tite sirmite Lol moet my enge an every ol wns e-
nough Lo muiie ones rJ‘_Lcma?c. run 2eld, for Lo glovow hheoar ther Tuanes of
gicci, wowrdeod end clying, broeght baek boe recdicdey that bub oo Pow shoel
sortas before, these wlertietes vere steons, steapdling yvomng fellows,
happy in 1‘*031&& te nanhood bHui now redveod te mere sheletens, fraitl wenis 11n$
50 shnritered amd maimed o= Lo meke then helnless verbhnps for the bholopaee
af theiys lives,

Serange 45 Lt omey seon, bLiese sigchs Lid rnol act sg o dishesviening
vevel (o thosae who el hopes of being refeesed o e Tine, aet o the
otiter hand dmbued Giees vith the wish to zet well a3 svon ag poseible, in
oriacy Lo agpin cast their Tob with those =013 Lameering avay at Lhoe onemy
to crush the Hun and end war's devilishness ad soon ay nossiible., THL”
were many bhilngs idlencss now gove me time to think of . Thoughts of bome,
and ky comrades In line seomesd o blapd in pdote-iug my prescud 10.’:*3*01@-'
negs toejectedly, 5o o Grew myseiD oen o jowe sotf in Lhe ‘i'.md. Tt nhant,
aialhes au all, snd soon Pewcol ovesyiiving ontil e saerrying asnocnt
TH stoening Drowsith o me out ool Ui Sivsd cood mithbts gteen Ioiml oenioy
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A gursesit Lo oohimrse fold
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otowon ¢opew Tel1D bhiad mvent oy owcary feome, aw . shretssed out
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Tie uehor Ltook my Lompoeresture anl after sowme nofations on o sanrt,
al Lhe faot of my bed, nrescribe’l some tahlets wilh the joylul wrorise
titat L wvould soon De as well as ever, The ward cohtained some [ilty in-
valizts snd o peaunliar coinsidencsz was Lhat no two nen were oo Lig same
state or [Aivision. A% epsu men hedd a decidesd opinion on witat division
rtad accemnlished the most towawil winping fthe war, Lt cen ae suraizasd hGow

exbel onid zrmmentive the stmosnhere rad gervoundingd becamg vhen son
fr1low desided to hoost hiv own capeitiswloy ounfit, vemardlesa of wnhaol
Liig divigsion o 1ts gualities hod dlone in meliing history, the exotistiesl
nerson was sromptly inforsed hWic Givicion had rever heen knoun to do sore
than dig deey dumouds, or olean the voads, nor had they ever even leard
a shot firad,

Usually the loudest talker aveyr rode the rest snd thereby was
able (o put i & geood word for his own conneslions which he wonld explain
with grest enthusiasm had done most of the fighting and wad driven mil- S
tions upon milliolis of Germans belfore them with 1ittie or no effort, 1t .-
was thiose continued gquadbles that ofien oui-talked pain ond misery,
helyping dreary hours to f1it by unnoticed hetweon pills and mealtimes,

1
i

After two days of rest, I was up and about, suife well enoughl 4o
troavel to the mess=hall and portake of the varied dishes ef salnmon, which
was cametimes served in the can, sometimes out of it, OCiher times ¥ th
~oinfons, then sgain sometinmes without, Now and then the delectoble dish
was hot and perhaps the next time eold, hut regardless of whether it was
preakfost, dinner oy suprer, iriend salimon never deserted liis peost, and

ag finplly ﬁubbed "Goldfish",

S dpat = i PR

L well remember after a week's stay in the hospital of gelting
lold of a copy of the "3tars and 3tripes”, the A, §., P, officiel pib-
liecatioh, and of feaﬂlﬂg with anguish heow the Goverwmurent haf just son- -
tractied tﬂ purchase some two wmillion cases of eanned "salmon', but not
wishing to disolose this hearirending news to the hoys of whonm L had
grown fond, I just silently wondered if they were zoing to keep @5 in-

Frince, untll all the marketable “goidfish" in the wvorld had =»een con~
sraned, ,

Uowesar, my strengih seemed to gradunlliy imnrnvé, until I at
125t requested the Sergeant to get me a pair of shoes, f'or sirange to
say, the sun had come ounb Hrightly snd L leonged Lo be ont in it, Saocn

L overied this with walics througzl the weyids in nopes of seclnz o face i;
T knew and talk over fhe good oid days back in ¥France ur of cxperiences N
in fhls land of devastation sml sorrow but found ne one, it seonsd :
gtirange, indeed, to go from Led to bed and talk to represeniatives ol !

amost every stnte in the lnion, Yo unofe the Jouthern dialects ol drpmi
ar fhre wvestern fwoengs in mnoilher vow, wilh o omuch ense an ¢ dip kel-
caranh oi'fice Dooi neme in dew York communicates nertin, east, south and
vest, withh the sane ingiontanecns responses, lero a eiap frow Yarif-
ornia, over there once from Georgis, Prrther on opotier wio olaiss
Ukiahomoe or Ataskie and 5o on urlil o sould bave had 8 fine lesson
sposravhy had tine «¥lowel me to interview all.

?

in our

it %¥as nov the second of Kovember ond »gnors began i pour in that .
& sveat drive had stavted on ile first of the month, alse thet the boys
in line woere Iiterally driving the Hun befroe tien in & deteriine! eiiort
to crush his offeusive and breakx his marale,

Ry
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‘toad of woundsd berap to wreasi us ahowt the faurtin and Fifth day, #nd as

'uf soldieps Drom altwst as many divisions and wmits, in charge of sepr-
CEsante from oiher vnits, wvho vere making hereis, hut fruitless atiempis

© . The feal aemedy came about tnraa times. &pily, whan eyeryond assumhlaﬂﬁi"
g great yard av& the serBeants would eall aut ‘the names of wen ahd their

soal wowld answer, then sene hl;h-pltcheﬂ voice in the rear wolld yell

e tull coudse of solderins during Wariﬁ agtivity had learned (o ELBR hr

-...{J:_}n

hese ramovs scon begame stern =eglifies, wien trointoad effer trains-

T wees about Tedl up on the detestohle "gold7Ash", L toulld the Sergeant how
snxiows L was to get becek with my ouliit again. with the request tiat be
arrange Tor my expmination Hy the deoctor, Whis scemed ehsier Ihan = '
thought, for the following day I was pronocunced U,K, and agein Tit For
service, with my disciarge {rom Lhe hospital. A slip was ziven ne sd-
dressed {6 the sunply sevrgeant, which entivied me to a new wniforn,

- 30 after being re<«rigged, L joined some hundred ov more el and went
To the station to await uhe 1? in that would bring ug to Nevers, where )
soldiers from all hospitals were seéni to he rselassified apdt 1 posnible
assizned to their own divisions, it proved bul & short ride and Ly nine
oialeck that same night we were piling out of the train resdy to he
marehed to tlie re-glussification cawmn wherea after lining up for a4 late
mess, we were assigned o bunks apd given hTanleLs Lo cuver U8 furiug
fthe night,

g

This place was rightfully named a madbouse, There were thousands

{o ¢etanlicsh some kind of order and guiet and o line-np Lhis unruly wmob

for mess, & sight that would have to be seen to e thovoughly appreciated,
¥hen the whictle hlew, and the sepgeanls sz2id "go', tihere was 2 rush thai
deviloped nothing ghort of =z wild stampede with tﬂe atr . full of mess-kite
kniwveg, forks and tﬂng]el curgsing humanity, net omitiihe ithe how's as
We wepe Swallowed up in the mglange, Sone HhuuLLng "here's your last

giignce to. gel o wound stripe¥, others "Latls go', or'when do we eati?

&;vlﬁlﬂns in an effﬂrt to weed out of this weuly moh enﬂugh af thﬁm to
start ﬂn'their.%ay baek to their outilis,

4
lic would bawl "Smith" =pd Y"Jones® until ppGSL linarse and net =

efther TVon Hindenhurg® ovit¥on udenderff", which would he greeteﬁ WLth
z chorpd of Fuily one hundred "Heren, ﬁfter thras days of this fapoe,

wy name was finally cslled and vith s sigh of relief, I grabbed what :
¢quipment I Had, erdv two eagar o Penu*t at the Pal1vﬂad gtation where. /-
tranbpurtatlan vas issued pnd dedge fhis nandemonium,

I{ uad rrowvn dari and as we. ]l]lﬂd"“ﬂl} awsiting uur turn Lo bhoard o
the trein, some led wonld nome aldng asking for bis divisional group,
toen 2 voeiee from owt of *We nitaltt could be heard shouting®ihat are
vou doing here? Your divizion hasp't left America yet”, or vhen vnother A
unfortunate went down the Iilwpe inguiving "what ﬂLFl?LGn is bhis”, Te “ﬁ
vwould be promptly itmlormed "Iv wos the 33ed divisiuvon of bricklayoersvor i
arything eise {that came handy to their mindﬁ. Afver an how ov go of
titis hammless hanier, we wiled aboocd o teoin thot a8 bownd for zone- =
where in Fronee, That wos avout ail anfxﬁfuuﬁ}knew, o anparently ooul d Bt
enin oz be our destinnflon, T ot

Tae nights wepe rether zhilly ond many of us naptdled together as
elose g posSsikle o Lhe septs or floor of Gu?_ﬂﬂmrﬁ?LmEﬂL, for we wers
posgimly in fov an 221 night ride. This mede of snetehing sleep undaer
any .and all gircumatances wos nolbing new, as the man whoe hag beoen thvuu"h

ﬁvn uﬂmfﬂFL in any way or lnanner that cigwistances afferd,
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1:af&$t E?ent Gf the entxre cﬂnL116t % Lhe leﬁtlﬂﬂ.

i
&

‘eiosed the loeation of Verdun, wviich he explained was about six miles

romoy sald,“had been signed ai eleven o*slock that same wmorning, Tor a
- menent a dull siltcnee ensueﬂ,,vhlle eacl man looked at his neighbor

gtkgn? ¥ lost no tiwe IH Deing en fhe safe gide, s8¢ we gotheped up our
~-géquipment ha¥tily end made off at a guiek gasit tu our peaceful object-

‘town . 54002 o little shack hhe"e{?affe could be purchased and we l1est no
“time in'metting inside to guiz (08 renchman #3 to vhether or not he had

FHlbtnoagh he seemed in an execeptionally jovial mood and yuite talkative,
Cthe 1little we understood of his linge cenfered on hie vowds “finis Te i

g

*Lfﬂﬁ many many ﬂuntﬁﬁ we starded ‘sgain headed for Verdun with the fea¥in

‘_in Lhe %eun, HE met an;tﬁ of the 2éth ﬁ;v;sinn “hﬂ 311 soemed in a @Feﬂ.

'fﬂliel{urkgs yand found 46 my $elight 87K, of ¢,
EoTes Tt srbtefnl to be alTewed te F111 By pﬂakets with clgﬂvettes, tht

z&mmiaus {o zet back Lo my own outfit, After ﬂaipgr;ﬂfﬂfmeﬂ that o shesd.

;}dlgaust ng train as y&t hmu Teft the rail -head and that the firgt Amﬁ?r
Cideen ratlon train woewld mot eave ybtit thoe Cellowing =itewncon., Lt

‘wefuge Lo fwren in fov thie night,  The follamipw day aitey brealifist, wasg
h..Jﬁant in roaming uvwer ke Lown s examinine thL ruln? of aany iine ﬂa¢}
'wj:iﬂﬁﬁ rn& #treets, wuntid toward the end of the late afierncun, we put euﬁ

—i{1fr=

Auout nooy the rext day, we some to & swiden halt in a natel of _:zﬁ

iwgods and after wvaiting pﬂtaﬁnt1v Tor a fuall holf hour, the ingwisitive

ones began L0 Sganper apeut Lhe learn the ganse of de]an The enginesy

'alna]Iy gxplainet tiat ihis wes as far azx we would gu, owing Lo whe fact s

tihat the trasks boyoml chis woint iad Been torn up by shel’s ond were in
na it vondition for use., Furthering questioning of our informant dis-

ahéad ang if we cared to, we could continue on {oot, ifor he bad heard s

& he passed thvrough the various towns that night thal an armistice so

witih an inercdulous sort of expression., <Cowid this be frue, or was it
just the delirium of seffering and reation?

o The wmar ever and se were nob o zo ie the linpe zgainl Jureliy ihe
old jipx, Dame Rumor, oust be ggain on the raapsge with one of ner silly
anﬂnuncements 31111 suppose this time she nad zunessed o wvimmer, whet

ive ¥erdun, in order t0 verifly the.rgport. Just op the oulskirts of the .

Hezvd the nevs,

gne loock at his heaming countenanee was enough to buoy our ‘hopesg” Eﬁﬁ

gu&rwﬂ%*ﬁn&eh was buffl*lent !}<

e

AL ber vlnginw our epfies with lighter hearts than we had. Exp¢ﬂ1£nﬂ-a

af chilidren on a Ehﬁaﬁtmae wors sfter a visit From Santa Claus, Arriviiig

CX finslly locaied in the ru4ns wﬂat w%s pnssihly 5 iaﬁmer pubi;ﬁ
¢adguarters, vhire L wgs

made Jfﬁvlrlhb as (¢ the Iovesiion ¢f the railway-hedd, Tor I wns move iligp:

hike as for as tue other emd of town would Drids us to what was once upn
z tisme the rallroad stotion, I started off apain, unly to find to my ileep

.-'"'-.
would pontain ne agcomolntion Inr {¥oops we were told, but if ve gar ed to;;
ve could ride with the freight as the dvein would go as frr s Don Bur )
Henge, fiweried by ervgumgtanges left nothing suenh o do but se26ll RS
davr the tracks where an oempiy freipht caruvwes Toupd into which we thaﬁ"”'

Gur eguirment. Thls done se tossed a hall of ber staniing neavby on the
growvi ard tere 4t open, in Dreparation Lo maiing ourselves somfortabhlel 55
for tlie night,

- The next stewn was baslr Lo Verdun ﬂg&*n vhera we lTined-up with a LG”*:fﬁ
nany Ehal was hﬂvjng fhair evening mess, wien back egajn Lo o box ear’ '

e
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very much that g could offer pothing more than a can oi hwnlf froren

_ln slinging il my &qulpmentuagain and headed down the vead alone thi

-5~

thinges in order epce more for our trin on it Tonged for freisht troin
whieh finnlly appesved agboutn five P,

¥one ol tho boys whw tool that ride will ever Uei) o recall i{ aw
one of the most womentous svenits of Lieir army careck, o Lhe nisht
W s hit*na gold and the Pest ploce I coudd Tind was on o ool car tiat
was now losded with potntoees, Tigme sndl asaln L boried sy haonds in
the carga in akn offort to keew them worm and with wny fect beating a
sonstant tateos againse ceeh other, o kKest my body wigsling abont ag
meelr 58 possible on $he iaed Tumss in order fo pevive the DYl ood thet .
neemed ready to Ireaze, dut that awful cwibting wind continued to dig &
righrt through @y celothes, lenving us with nothing mere congoling Lhan ST
the kpowled; e thel the way wes over, wmitich was news worth stonding k
most anyihing o antielpalo,

Lt owag just about deyireck wien the sneil-like freighi chusgged its & '_:
way laboriously into Pon S Feuse, and we fouwnd i34 npoe easy matter to £

and cold theough 1o the marrow, but we managed (0 noke our way soross
the Frosd covered growul Lo wiere a company vere jnsi finishing brealk- .y
fest. ‘fhe mesg-sergesnt vhom woe azked for o sup of goifee, rerreftfen T

1

i

" e -."]-

sguirm down from the tops of the spuds, for every one of us was stirlf S
X1

H

1

4

wantﬂes anidl somée bread Lo ensh of us, % e had several extra for hreak- -“
qut Lhat ma"ping, and theve was ﬂﬂhhlnf else lef't T

He ate, ov rather dravk the tomatoe Pluld with great relisn hov-
aver, for Lhe ride through sintry blasts of the nichi had put a keen.:
edgo ¢n our apalites, leaving ne room for fastidionsd tadtes or Aéhons:
gtrations in the 1ine of ohiow, .5 aTter building a fire in- #n attempt. -
to thaw out, the next and only thing seemed to be the loecation of Heads
guarters ¢f the T¥ih Elviﬁlﬂn, which a few officers infermed us was
at Ravepurtd, acmarﬁing L0 last repovis,

_ But Tauuﬂuﬁt, we legrned was a long distance nerth, and 1n the _
present predicament ‘there seemel noiling more feasibie nﬂr enpqpyagkﬂr.
thah apain depending on my ewn legs fur prugr&as, s0 I lost ne Time

time, for those who bad acoompanied me thus far must now turn off in"
a different direction, Xy starti wWar made determinedly enough, bud not
without some sllght misgiving and more than onee I silently wmeditated
on - the jourpney, its certain hﬂ?kﬂhl}ﬂ and the length of time it would
reguire o accomplish the end, and after two miles of this lenesome

caleutation, a iruck ove in sight throuch the white dust of the roagd,

The driver pulled up when I hailed him, and told me he was ~oing 1
as fapr novilk as Et, Yieremont, af the seme time inviting me to elimb
aboapd, This incident and the attendant hospitality I felt wae on omen
of good Tuck, as I setiled alongside of him to note as we rumbled along
over the roust and fovn roosds the uodeniabdle evidence to be found 2l
argund of ilie deantless drive that had been made by the Vankees but a
few days before in thie peneral choos and disoprder usvally Tound in the
wake of such y”ﬂneﬁura the grim gnd silent menenie of a disgarded traii,




-

o aAfter pyviving st U4, Pievemont, I decided to eall it a drov's
trip, and put up for tue night ¥ith dsome troeops of snotier division,
wihlehl I Fowndl puaricred ithere,

The bright eaedly morning folloving found moe hWiftiine tihie road
again with zs mnel =weal s ever, 4o reach the goal, my own outilif,
it it took the vest of wy life to accomplich, Biile afier mile,

my never Toltoving feey garviedl e on andlone! while now and toen

o Jouw oshort rices gratdually sloesed the garn, antil the joyous moment
vhen { stenped infteo 2irst Datihalion nendgueriters in the tomn of

Movren, snd lumedictely reportodl for duty to Japtaln 3. A, Falmestozk,

vihe wes then davialion Soemapder, Uosk witn ay ovn at 1ast with the
ioy of & heoping pigeon, parvtakine in the womas resention that sreeted
me at heapdguarfters rop the boeys, in vbhich even soms of the offigers
Joined, especially Jopladn Peul %L Enisht to whom fete hind strargely
Dyoughtt we in elese condect thvrongh 811 the greast stroozle even sinoee
wue days of neepasration 4 Spmd Uvnlon,

Theousgh al1li thege grepi menifestations of kipdness there =sLill
lingeveld & vision of peace spd rest in g wame buak, 5ot though this
wee aboul Lo e vesiiged, they were uoen sent kiting, when I was pre-
gented with scme PifLy dv more telttervs From home and friends that
had aﬁagmulﬂtei fttAng my absence from the oulfit. frn my eagerness
Lo vepd thew all, 4 ad Jopgotuel exerythiny ¢l 5o, 430 septed negside
thea fllﬁnﬁ?iﬂg g11mmEP of o canﬂle in the 1ittie vﬂnm I %ept on and

'fun, until svddenly costing a g?aﬂee at my watch was suerrised Lo Fidd.

my intevest had lei the little bhands s1ip voursd aid rownd, witll the.

howe of §.36 A, M, So with a mind full of eontentment, I siipped off’

Dot and shoes and euprled up slongside of my budiy, tﬁshkfui bayond

T

wopds my journey hald endod, delighteﬂ Pe he hask once wmore uith thuse*u

¢f the old gang for vwhom I hﬁ’d a brotheriy asffectionyg”

in the mafning Gyaryone secmei snxious to tell of Lie big..’

sgrive and all that I had migsad, which startel many feelipgs of dis- -
'_appaintment and chagpin, but I wes excepiionally Bpleased o learn of - °
fthe promotion of Hgjor Baitlessley to that of Lieutenant Golonel amd
o hear alsu, that he was safely on his way to the States, Throush
2131 the good hews would no® and ther come & note of pathos, in tie
Ebrpow thaet told of many deaths in the rapks of boys I Knew su well,

-k

Thw had gleriously paid the suureme price of the great viclory by

their heroisnm,




Lalong steadily for abeut tifty winutes snd regting ten, feilowing this
_-Sehedyle” all through the doy, wmmtil at nightfall tlworonshly exhausted
cowe would Dalt and throw ourselves pn the grouwl in the woods with

.wepe other nipghte though, when ve would be Tortunete cnough Lo reach
"o town where billets or =leening guarters counld be ootained in brrns

of my whole caveer eamd, without o word of unening 085 a big surprise,
w}g;,ﬁhg DEeNS hO thﬂﬁe;ﬁ&f@aﬁ lefi behind, HEriends whow I felt would jein
‘wamtinved, witil un Yecewmber 4ih, we finally crme to a halt at ewp
‘destingtions end in the 1itile domn of Pent-le~¥ille, just a few kilo-
aeters from the town of Shateauw Villairn, wmhiere division heaflguovters o
Ctkan ours, Fho twrned in for the night, velcing these sentiments, know-'

dimg that the following day would not he asnether continwed rerfermange
of wi¥e, _ .

prbgren of tmaining we must go twrough during the stay in this pew area. -

. AAdents to tell some yirk fto while awsy the Tonesowenuss ¢F ihe situ-

.. joyous nimht, it might appesr. Strange thal we shonld feel sush deyrsssi

Shie

= -

oA DR OXLT Sl
momenard Bennd B

CEL o wns » fey o doys Yoter that we stavied on a hake Lo the Yoz
Tsletvts ares, whovwg ve were re-scuipped, soepliiel with 2loon clothiloy
snd ey owhicant mads o dolouse the division, Loy stay hare wWar a
husy one, with Litfle o po tiwme to loat’, for we weve to starl ayniu b
ol a fen dey pavel to a freining erea, afler g vest thet vould only e 2
1as+ just For the nizht. '

n wrewaralien Tor this, we were #miven i1l aguipnont, consisting
off & wnack that weighed ppproximotely sizty pounds, This with o tin
Ytdzzie and rifle, was pe light or confertabdie Ilopd te carvy whiile con-
stantly on the go, §in o day or so, we were off at a2 medium gait, poing

manght but fthe sky nad scmbor trees forming s sheltoring mof. Thare

oy out houwseg, Thess goueslens wovre usually hailed with joy by the
hoys for it made all of us feel o the moment we were in Iuck,

It was during the course of thewse hikes that the greatest Fortune:

for on December kst, 1918, I was suddenly inforwed that i had been prov
moted from the rank of @oéryaral to thet of Patidlion Sergeant Xajor, '
which I considered gpite = big jump. Yo say i wag delizghted would be -
outtivg it miidly, and 1 econld hardly wait Cor the opportunity to zeg

wlth me in tuls ekal€ed hour, but day afted day thoe obward movement

wEre csitapliished, snd Lhere wag never a morse thanaiwvl setl of dﬂughﬁgySﬁ

After i days layoff, orders beman to some, that mapped out a whole

Eﬁﬁn goppetitive urills started, with combany ond regiuental shows,
attletic meets, sard every conceivable form of zumging diversion, that
would sunother oy tendency toweid fcnesivkness, It was obvious sinco
she avnistice, the one theuzhi in everyone's mind seensd to b ceptored
an Feiiting beel to fhe Stadtes and homoe. Kightly cownld he found men wrife
ing sheot after sheot of lengily letters, ielliny ¢f their fond hopes of
fpapaliing the sheres of America scoon, for rumurs te thnt effeet had besun
to fly fesl ant looso,

L well recall ow lasi Jhristmns Bve in thig exhiusted comtry,

cgs ve saf arowwl &n oren Fiveplace, until the wee snall howrs, te7liung .

Etﬂ?iES ped etherwige trying Lo live on Lo the snivit of {we Taacon,
There wvag Jid Tavrney, vhe resited o wolubly the "Sheooting of Dom
Hegvew!, and Joe drrant, Laner, Flannery arnd others, vho tapt theip

Ation aml 1if4 the han of zlecm fron what shentd othorwise have heen a
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for vae thae wer noh ended sng it was no len e negedenr o 1ok Forverd
to more harasiins thail {olleow the 1ife of » soldier in the tiney The
crindaticoe was of covcue tne best Cheisitsss nresond thiod conld be given
hmmanity, apt ve now had a voof over us mxth good bunks (o sicep in, ond
ot menls daily, bab sl owe grownched ond looked Tovr povs, moegt of 21,
heonie,

The daily srind was just p sucgession of Lnsvestion ard 4ril s,
alded to by manceuvres throuzgll the suevounding Rills, wo flwe dragped
pr RS way, wntil early in Pebeunry we moved ngain thais iine Lo ihe
tomn of Sa2ble on the Zarth riwver, iere things took on a Lrishier ase
pect, as the town was gite jarge awdd the guard aount wos held deily
in the puBlis scusnre where hordes of ?vuruh giviliung vonld line {he
curn 0 woteh ihe smerlcare geldat perfovm, y

There were a great numder of restnuwrants and estonenents in
seile, which did a2 theiving posincess, For the dougipoy had grown trrel
of army chow, conseguently at times it wos diffigult Lo find a sest
at any of these plages, & number of men had been gronted leave of
ahsence and furioughs to the "leave™ areas, where spesial attention
had been made to erntertain thes in any way fhiat wmould salisfy thoe pangs
of down beartedpess, for cveryone seensd to srow aore homesisgk hwwrly,
throurh the fnactivity ond supeease of oatile.

ilprdly a8 megltime came that would mot Find groups of the boys
vhispering together, relditing some rumor esoh iad beard, regording the
date of our spiling orders, but tiiese all provea falsce vwith as mueh
anzguish as thoss that cawme ard went in the days at Upton wnen we were
anxicus to e in the game "Ovethere®, Duys even hours, now dragged
tagged with the usuol bumdrwn of rouvtine drills and inspections,

a monthih of this crawled slowly on nnd it would be difficult to
describe the feelings of the commnand when the weloome ovier ol Jasi

‘reacited us, giving detailed instructions as o our actions vhen we

arrived st the pPonlenzzen barvaeks, outside of Brest, from which point’
we were o £all for howe and nofive land. The joy of thiis had pardly
Time tﬂéﬁa“fn}ly appreciated before we were packing vue effeels once
moyre, far ~hat we hoked would be the finsl meve toward the sea, Then
salie Lhe train ride ond 2 hike thei seemed wup hill all ihe way, uniil
the geeat camp of destination loomed ip the distance, and once mure,
tived end wenvy, wo weve assimedl to soved fents.

Tie nexl twve wees:xs Brouvsht o convinusl ~ndl exiweusLless rowd of
inspections, Ome day 1t would ne phygienl, the nedt epuipaent, chen
we would po osend down Lo the Dethn vonses sgairn, where onother LERGF&I
fdelousing was agein in oreer, then rrathur insne:lion, #1il1l no ons
scened Lo mind ohis cmsh, for we besan (o seolize L6 wead 271 dong with
tite object of wniting G eligiasie For that westwoml Lyip thai ncant
hame , -elations aipl ouniry.

tne of Lhe few days vhat natoee hort fovoresd our siay in rance
witi s, aroeved o be owt last, for bricht and ea»ly on e slovions
morning of Anpvil 19ih, we were Formed in line ond marched ont of canp
dovin Whivousll the strests of Srest, with the goeers of its citizmens
rincings in our ears, skl o ve nepred o Aoosihs arl the gnlm water onime
in sigint, a sudden twill eome to the merchers, that wes slightily oifuet

by e uwnensy fear that scselbing miskt hoepen o hold us up =% the last

noaelt,

oy
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-Evﬂfj turn of her poverfal soress, she pioked up speed, cuiiting through

- Eo9pe of enllghtanmapt,mflushe& bpt unbeastfnl of oar pard I the.yiet

_ same sputless record in all her struggies For justiee and hunane EHEEavur

;Peace ot earth te men ﬂf goed wili,

~F1 -

haru LIy nothiag ol tiwe Kind ocoured and afwer o nrogoss ol shesgk-

ing ond rechius Ljig, ve pilledl shoavd the soell governmendt bontls thab

steamed oul to tiw havoor, toid raw alongside of the iy =tepnper "Aneriea”
thﬁb was Lo toke v oon the last lap of our eventiul journey howmevard,
Anotier checliing and vwe mowved the gangplenk to Jinslly gev foot on
this wontlevriuvl ovk, hat was —eady Lo see Lhe dreoms of sonbiy Pelfilled
ol 25 we maslury owt heavy egquinmer.l, o now Tease of 11fc seemad Lo
- ve Deen taken b evewry man,., Asgigmoents vare oade to ovr hunks below
gntt wve uwere free to go on deask and waich a2t dusk the steaners biz nud-
hoolt made tant &0 the Talls, as theYAmerica® slowly iurned her nose out
of the barbor foward the grent expanse beyond,

dany of tle boys 1ineé the vails gazing wistfully 2t the recefding
shores of drance Lhat never-to-bde-forgotten land withk 1ts mingled nem- '
griaes of sorvoew and bappiness, where we lad biazed a.irail from Lorraine
to the Argonne, of which our country and citizens mey well feel proud.

The great shiﬁgSBEmea to join in owr sentimental spiriis for with

the peaceful calm of 0ld ocean with mzjestie grace, in harmony with the.

throbbing hearts of her khaki clad cargo to reach the sreatest ohjective
of aiji-~ home?

It was g happy cargo that counted minuées with patient fortitude -
thﬂh maiie - the vorage an uneveniful ope, e were coning bhack axperiencéﬂ'
hardened veterans, with the imprint of war's ravages, mature in Hodi.
and mind te again seelt the tasks of peaceful llvellhaﬂd it 8 broadsr

ory ¢f arms, that gives angther chapter to imerican history with . the

Falntly throngh Lthe mist came the tall arm of Kiss Libertiy, With]
the velcoming din of bells and whistles, Cur owp city was coming te
greet her sons and our hearts were bubbling over with the spirit of

FPINTIS ’




