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508 XIFAITRY 

FIRST BATTALXOB HDQTS 

jor Ghas* W. Whittlesey, medal of honor 
Corp. Walter J . Baldwin, BiY. C i t , Hdqts. 
Prt. James f • Barney, Hdqfbs. (wounded) 
" §e©rg@ Botelle, Go* G e BiY. G i t , (wounded) 
n P h i l i p Gepeglia, Co, 0. D. S. G. 
w . Robert Hanson, G©« B 
,f Omer Richard t Hdqts. 
n Irrimg !*• Siner, Go. B., B. S, C* 
w Albert Harlim, Go, B. 
R BaYid Tulehin, Co. G. 
w Theodore Tollefson, Hdqts. (missing) 
,f William J . Powers, Hdqts. 
Bn. Sergt. Mgr.Benjamin F» Gaedeke, Hdqts. BiY. G i t . ( k i l l e d ) 
Prt. Joseph F r i e l , Go. A. B. S.C. ( k i l l e d ) 

Company A. 308 Infantr 

Second Ideut. Henry J. Williamson, BiY, G i t . 
Sejrgt. Herman (I• Andsrson 
Gorp. Irving K l e i n (wounded) 
Corp. A l f r e d P. lauhein 
Prt. £roT©r G. Johnson 
w Boy 1. John 
" Innoeenza Gella 
w Anthony Hiduck (wounded) 

w John C o l l i n s (wounded) 
" l i e B. Eettam. 
? Stephen Wondowlesky, M Y . G i t . 
n RuMn Hudlow (wounded) 
M Henry Briekson (wounded) 
n . Wayne 1. Martin 
" Bert C» lieGoy (wounded) 
" Kennedy K. K e l l y ( k i l l e d ) 
w Roland P. Judd (killed) 
w William Johnson ( k i l l e d ) « 

Company B 

Corp. Alhert Gopsey, BiY.Cit. 
Sergt. Samuel Marcus 
Sergt. Harry J. Her B I S dor f * 
Gorp. George Duffy - • 
Corp. Martin Heltahon (wounded) 
Corp. Richard W. K athews 
Prt. Thomas Bunnigan 
« Francis Feeney 
" Sigurd J . Swansea 
K Joseph Kac a l i (wounded) 
" Thomas Harris 
M Bart Amatetti 
,? Clyde 0, A, Himtz 
w Walter Hansom 
" John T. Flynn. 

M James A. Keegan 
" t h i l i p Kornelly (woundedJ 



P r t . Matin 0. Lokken, M t « Q i t . 
« Wme Ziegenbalg 
« Lawrence Pomeroy 
« Harry Biekmore 
« Walter S. Peterson (wounded) 

w Agel Geanekos 
n Clarence Peters 

n James Hearty (wounded) 
w Darid H # Baker (wounded) 
»f later y Bromson (wounded) 
15 Henry J, € adieus (wounded) 
*. I*0U|4 Jl o r r i s (wounded) 
B Okarles H. Ohayelle (wounded) 
" Jokn Holt (wounded) 
n Barney Greenfield '» '. 
n John Reiger (wounded) 
« Or lender Sleet 8 on (missing) 
" Raymond Hammond 
* Leonard Glenn 
" Peter Evane (wounded.) 
" Stanislaus A i b i s (wounded) 
M Stanley P. Bradshaw (wounded) 
Second $ i e u t # Harr^ M# Rogers ( k i l l e d ) D. S. 0 # 

Sergt. iawrenoe Osborne ( k i l l e d ) 
Prt* Hyman Gallob ( k i l l e d ) 
" Grant S» Horton ( k i l l e d ) 
" Williasi 0 # Halligan ( k i l l e d ) I T , S i t , 
n Arthur A. Beske ( k i l l e d ) 
tt Oarlton V. Enott ( k i l l e d ) 
» ' Arthur H* Jones ( k i l l e i ) 
« Joseph 1, Eryd&l ( k i l l e d ) 
n lar^s'f* Jepson ( k i l l e d ) 
w S$lrester Horen ( k i l l e d ) 
" i i l i i a m IE* Holliday ( f i l l e d ! 
" 0 a r l Hilderbrand ( k i l l e d ) 
w Frank Karpinsky (wounded) 

Oapt. Leo. &«• Stromee (wounded) 
/ Second L i e u t . Leo. W. Trainor (wounded) 

Sergt. Bionel Bendheim, (wounded) 
Sergt. Raymond Blackburn 
Sergt. John Oolasaeco 
Sergt. William Jacob 
Sergt. Fred T. Main 
Sergt. Bert B. Morrow 
Oorpl. Joseph K. Baldwin 
Gorpl. Joseph Bennarowios 
Corp. fh&mas Brennen (wounded) 

\ Oorp. Jacob Held 
j Oorp. Jack Tucker 

Prt. Stanilsaw Kosikewski, B. S« 0. 



Company C, 308 I n f a n t r y . ( e o nt.) 

PYte C l i f f o r d R. Brown, D. S. C. 
n L o u t s Baskin 
ft A r t h u r E . Benson 
n Henry G a s s i d y (wounded) 
t? P e r c y Charlesworth (wounded) 
tt S a v i n Coppielo-
H James 1% Condon 
R Edward T. C u r l e y (wounded) 
?? John. Crosby (wounded) 
tt lee 'H, Downs 
tt Joseph 0* F o r tuna, t o 
tt C h a r l e s W. Frink (wounded) 
tt J o seph Giganti 
II A l b e r t K o r r i s 
w John Murphy 
t! Morris Riohter 
tt • Harry' Semenul: 
t! John L. Y o o r h e i s 
ft George £iem 
t! Joseph S i n g 
ft Lewis O ^ B r e i n 
tt ...Frank J« K o s t i n e n 
tt O t t o R. H a t c h e r 
ft W a l t e r J". Krantz 
ft A r c h i e F. L a r k i n 
'tt E r i k Larson 
H Fran k N» l a n d e r 
tl Leo. J*. Jaootoy . 
ft Raymond Johnson (wounded) 
tt C h e s t e r Lysen 
ft Stephen March!ewski 
m Cecil.. Lowman 
n George Mayhew 
« Joseph L» MoGowan • 
tt R o b e r t H e a r s 
n 01 i n MoFeron 
n s i l l i a m ' H i s s i o n .,' 
» Wyatt I i . Holden 
tt Dominiek I n d i a n a 
« Erail Kaufman 

William Monk 
n F r e d O l s o n 
n C h a r l e s P i n k s t o n e (wounded) 
K Staoy M* Hisrks 
ft Max l e s n i c k 
tl C h a r l e s Oxman 
tt f e s t e r Griswold (wounded) 
ft Hohn McGabe 
ft W i l l i a m W* Armstrong *. . 

m Louis K. Hazen (wounded) 
w B i l e s F. Cunningham 
ti Constantine Y i t t u l l i (wounded) 
ti C h a r l e s WallensteAn 
ti' Benedetto Sgro 
n M a r t i n Tuite, Div. C i t . 
ti Joseph H. Puniskis 
« Fged A, Mendel 1 (wounded) 



Company C, 388 I n f a n t r y (eont.) 

Pvi» £ars O l s o n 
n • Andrew Payne (wounded) x 

n Roy L* ifetrion • 
15 Lucien S t . C a r t i e r ( k i l l e d ) 
** J o h n Hinehman. ( k i l l e d ) 
w D a v i d Gladd ( k i l l e d ) 
" Eugene McGrath ( k i l l e d ) 
« Samuel Feuerlieht ( k i l l e d ) 
!t John Bamoott ( k i l l e d ) 
,? Joseph. Castragi©vanna ( k i l l e d ) 
tt .John Reynolds ( k i l l e d ) 

Second. " L i e u t . G-orelon L. Sohenek. Div. G i t . ( k i l l e d ) 
Pvt. Oatino OamebuoQi ( k i l l e d ) • . 

• To the Second P l a t o o n o f t h i s company the F r e n c h 
R e p u b l i c awarded the C r o i x de Guerre* 

Company E, 308 Infantry 

F i r s t L ieut• J . V. Leak (wounded and missing, Oct* 4, 1918•) 
Second Lieut* Victor'A* Harrington (wounded and missing 

Oct. 4, 1918.) 
P v t . Sidney Hose (wounded) 
» Joseph R. Pennington (wounded) 
» Pa t r i c k Maney (wounded) 
» George II« Chi swell (wounded) 
n Frank Haheck (wounded) 
11 Arnold M. Moreia (wounded) 

"y n Jacob Kaspirovitch (wounded) 
^ ,' . n Walter L. D o l o s e '(missing) 
^ ^ Sergt. Frederick W. Baldwin 

Gorpl. Peter C. Judis 
Pvt. Robert M. Pardue 
" H ^ r l l d Brennen 
« Rayaomd Flynn 
« V i t t o Ratto 
« John TJV Del Sas so 

.• « . Joseph ¥itkus 
Corpi. Ernest S. Merry ( k i l l e d ) 
Pvt. Olaf W. Swanson ( k i l l e d ) 
« Henry M i l l e r ( k i l l e d ) Div, G i t . 

Company G 308 I n f a n t r y 

Second Lieut.Fred Buhler (wounded) 
Second Lieut.Sherman W. Eager D i v . C i t . 
Sergt. Amos Todiseo (wounded) 

R • Jeremiah Healey ( wounded) 
n H a r r y Freeman ( wounded) 
® Mark c. Hagerman 

CorP. James Do1an:i(wounded) D i v . C i t * 
J! J o s e p h Kennedy 

lleoh* John Schmidt (wounded) 
x. - BuglerGeorge M. Englander (wounded) 

( J * ' Pvt. Truman P. Fairbanks (wounded) 
" Robert Gafanowitz (wounded) 
" Frank Pollinger' (wounded) Div. C i t . 
" William Holzer (wounded) 



O-ompany G 308 I n f a n t r y (cent,) 

Pvt. E r n e s t -J. Ridion (wounded) 
" Michael Mele (wounded) 
« P e t e r A •'--Fitzgerald (wounded) 
« W i l l i a m Regan 

» P a t r i c k 0*Conner ( k i l l e d ) B i v . C l t . 
11 Guisepp© S a n t i n i 
« J e s s e J . life Caul ey 
!! L u d v i g Blomseth 
« Arthur R. Loveil-
n Oscar P o t t e r (wounded-) 
n A r t h u r Erikson 
" B e n n i s A, G a l l a g h e r (wounded) 

. n James- E, Slingerland 
" Eugene S e l g 
n John C o n n e a l l y 
11 James R. Woods. 
« W i l l i a m S e h u l t z 
n F r e d e r i c k L. Wi l b u r (wounded) 
« K a t h a n i e i M i l l e r (wounded) 
tt F r e d e r i c k E l l i o t t (wounded) 
!! Glenn 1. l e a v e r (wounded) 
tt E r n e s t Wernek (wounded) D i v . C i t . 
w F r a n k Belgrass© (wounded) 
« Myron H, Perrig© (wounded) 
11 Oscar f a l l e n (wounded) 
tt A n t o n i o T r i g a n i 
n lit® Mares 

> 11 Gust* B a h l g r e n (wounded) 
? Benjamin Pagliar© 
«? Osra B e a d d e r i c k 
11 J o s e p h Sehanz • . 
Corp. Haakon A. Rossum (wounded) Biv. C i t , 
P v t . Herman SdXund 

8 Kelvin E . d e m o n s 
11 Ray E, Laymann 

Corp, Holger Peterson ( k i l l e d ) 
Pvt. William % r t i n ( k i l l e d ) 
•'« William A. Begley ( k i l l e d 
» John Boden ( k i l l e d ) 
» L a u r e n G. Reid ( k i l l e d ) 
" Paul F. Andrews ( k i l l e d ) Biv. C i t . 
K James B r u t o n ( k i l l e d ) 
n A l b e r t A. Ross ( k i l l e d ) 

S e r g t . M i c h a e l Greally ( k i l l e d ) 

. Company H 308 I n f a n t r y 

F i r s t L i e u t * William J . Cullen, B. S. 0* 
tt tt • Mauri ce V, G r i f f i n (wounded) B i v . C i t , 

S e r g t , P a t r i c k J . Landers 
Corp. -Charles B, C o r n e l l 

n H a r r y L. SobaESlBir (wounded) 
n John B a l d e n (wounded) 

S e r g t . Edwin 0, Brown (wounded) 
CorP/ ©laf M i l s o ^ 
Pvt, H e r b e r t M. Drake 
" W i l l i a m C- Burns 

" William j / Lucy 



Company H 308 I n f a n t r y ( c e n t . ) 

Pvt« Frank R. S s t e s 
11 • W S t e n g e r 
« John A. li s K e s rney 
M Joseph E. Cathcart 
11 Harry P. Damon 
« A r t h u r J . Heeker 
t! C l y d e Hepworth (wounded) 
n John Renda '(wounded) 
" Henry P* F l e m i n g 
n Gabe E l k i n 
,? Edward Swan son 
" I s i d o r e S p e i g e l 
f? John" D e l s e r o n e (wounded) 
" • B l a z e Stoianoff 
!J M e l v i n -G. Sunby 
11 Elmer E. Bent 
n B a r l A* Flack 
t? Andrew ^ t h e w s 
n Sydney C. Mann 
" Roy 0 trainings 
" ; Andrew. J . Taasaas 
" Enriq.ua Perea 
,! A l b e r t N. S t e i c l i e n 
" O l a f E r d a l i l 
l! H a r o l d B. 'Neptune (wounded) 
» Edward H o l b e r t 

C o r p , W i l b u r ' C . Whiting 
• P v t . Lyle J , Edwards 

« • Fernnau M i l l e r 
« S i g u a r d G-aupset (wounded) 
« Frank Mauro (wounded) 
11 J o s e p h J o y c e (wounded) 
M John B e Swartz (wounded) 
" H e r b e r t B. G i b s o n (wounded) 
" Charles H i t t e r (wounded) 
11 Eemry H. S enter (wounded) 

ttoyd A. H u n t i n g t o n (wounded) 
n James R. S t r i c k l a n d (woundedj 
!> W i l l i a m E. F r a n c i s (wounded) 
« Josephus Powell (wounded) 
" Oscar W i l l i s (wounded)-
" Joseph Chambers (wounded) 
11 A n g e l Orlando (wounded) • 
!t R i c h a r d R. Coe (wounded)' 
" A r t h u r F. Coatney (wounded) 
n Conrad En-gen (wounded) 

A l b e r t R. Witthans (wounded) 
S t a n l e y 3oba' szkewic z (wounded) 
L o u i s B* C a l d w e l l 
A r c h R o b e r t s o n 
S c o t t R. White 
"Daniel II* Krauss 
John A. S t a n f i e l d 
James B, I^esley 
Solomon @* Rhoads 

tt 
I! 

n 
1? f! 
11 
11 
?! 

11 

" Len I,. L e f i l a e r 
II R o b e r t Dodd 

http://Enriq.ua


Company H 308 I n f a n t r y ( cont) 

P v t . Hugo &• U n t e r e i n e r 
« • I s i d o r e O s t r o v s k y 

J o s e p h Roy a l l • 
M S i d n e y S m i t h , B i v . C i t 
" Frank G. S. E r i o k s o n 
" !^owell R. Hollingshe&d (wounded) 
11 Thomas A C l a y (wounded) 
n C e c i l L* Duryea (wounded) 
n Otto Wheeler 
M J a c k Hecko : • 
t! . Smil A. P e t e r s o n (wounded) 
f{ Henry 0. R u t h ( k i l l e d ) 
rs Henry M i l l e r ( k i l l e d ) 
55 A n c e l E. Fassett ( k i l l e d ) 
t! ' Raymond 0. Clark ( k i l l e d ) 
" .' W i l l i a m J . Workman ( k i l l e d ) 
n Robert. J . L i t t l e ( k i l l e d ) 
n Henry C. Xwokett ( k i l l e d ) 
" Samuel Rosenberg ( k i l l e d ) 
n Thomas Caveilo ( k i l l e d ) 
51 J e s s e J , Mendenhall ( k i l l e d ) 
" R i c h a r d \U Hyde ( k i l l e d ) 
» George W. B i i s ( k i l l e d ) 
11 Harold:"H. Thomas ( k i l l e d ) 
« fcebnard G* G i t c h e l l ( k i l l e d ) 
11 Thomas J , l^yons ( k i l l e d ) 
M A l f r e d IS.- Erickson ( k i l l e d ) 

C o r p . C h a r l e s G*' 'Tumm ( k i l l e d ) 
Pvt.- iLewis Zeaman ( k i l l e d ) • 

t! Hiram E. Rugg ( k i l l e d ) 
" Theodore Hanson ( k i l l e d ) 
11 Henry Chinn ( k i l l e d ) 

. M e d i c a l Detachment, F i t h 1 s t & 2nd 
B a t t a l i o n s , 308th I n f a n t r y . 

Pvt.. I r v i n g S i r o t a 
" • James If. Bragg, 33. 3. C. ' 
" John G e h r i s 

End B a t t a l i o n Hdqrs• 308th I n f a n t r y . 

A c t i n g - j o r , Capt. George G. ifc ^ t i r t r y , Go, S. (wounded),. 
medal o f honor• 

Segt-Iv&jor C l a r e n c e R. R o e s c h , Hcjts. Co. B i v . C i t * 
Bn. C l k . P v t . D a n i e l ¥. T a l l on, Co. -E# . ( k i l l e d ) B i v . C i t . 
P v t . James B r i o 8 Co* E. • 
C-ergt. Gerard K i r o h n e r Go* H. Bn. Soout (N. 3« 0.), M v . C i t . 



Battalion Tlunners 

u r n 

Sit® 

l l i 

Corp,/ Arthur A. B o h e r t y , Go, E (mounded) 
Pvt. * ft?aiik D. $*7] f¥edetfc@# Co. W 

f! 

!t 

ff 

f! 

H 

It 

?! 

ft 

P e t e r a * White, CTcu F 
John J . ;&>0ailion, 0o._ F 
Ralph 0. Mw£mmf Co. F 
Herbert -gross, Co. E 
Seller d B ' t r i n g e r , Go. E 
Ch&ries J« Piigh, Co. 2 
,CJ$T£ A* H a l n w a t e r , Go* 6-
$$lro S&yon£ # Co*.<l - ~ 
H&rry Triors on, Co-. G* (wounded) 

, Cl&renee Paiter^ox*; ,Co. S 
9 R#.iifee» Tt» 'Alaistedt, Coi> (wounded) 
* J#m"M. l i a g t i l t o i i , Go. II '* 
? ' "Aaason GMpf^ do*, fl (mounded) • 
® l E o h a e i i&fes, Co. S 

. . B a t t a l i o n So o u t s 

CwPf Bornar* $£g.£ee&, Co* 1 Div. G i t . 
P v t . : .Herbert J o r gens on,, Co. 0 (wounded) 

^ C B f t t t t i i O B HdQ.rs., -308th Infantry, 

>¥4*^li#i@F fr'Sas&s do. H : ; 
i i ^ ^ a ftd<Jriguez OP. H R*t. 

#1>» !§ -(wo u n t o 
* ^fftfii § 4 a § i . f ^ - l i : - -, • 
« JW«n $*1&ef£* Co* (wounded) 
* , i f Ifff Merftte, Co* <E 
-f A r i f e i r JBrgaiiaom^ Co. JS 
t ^ . ti»^Ji :»4S#^ Cb# F ~(wounded) 

B%$UC |%g»ti$|b|i| Co* F (wounded) 

l i t e r f e i f c e r , F 
F-i Wlifte, Oo* <* (wounded) 

sir t k n r § * ' M i ^©B , Co. H (wounded ) ; 

A l f r e d E.- §t&iser&} Co* 1 
Hfenry Ooldliorn; Co* E ^ 

! ! 

t? 

n 

ft 

u 

.51 

ft 
ff 
!! 

. -H- - {m 
Theodore ^ i g r a h a m f Co* F" " 
- f i l l l a m Bodrng. f Go. F -
Mtehael K e l l ^ Go. S 
Percy §rossberg ? Co. §. 
Ed^mrd Wenzei, Co. 1 • 
H a r o l d Arnold,. Co. F ( k i l l e d ) 
Homer Hayson, Co. a. ( k i l l e d ) 
John Ruppo, Qo # E ( k i l l e d ) -

4> 1̂ 



j c j * j , -̂3kl.3»e O-un j . o l t ^ l i o n 

""•scond Lieut* ^ I x T t i d A* i,roon ( k i l l a d ) 
Corpi. 3Vank RaucLie 
P v t . Lee 0 * Lterkleroad 

15 Henry o. C o r n e l l (wounded) 
51 "Leo k * M o w e r -
11 Xiiarlec T-. Koike (v;ounded) 
51 jfciauriee I I . %ohan 
« Mcelroy • 

II tz 
'! Keeney 
" Richardson _ 
" L o u i s N«. Johnson ( k i l l e d ) 
n Gustavo Becker, ( k i l l e d ) 

Do. IT 30Gtli ISachine Gun Battalion 

Second Lieut.-, Marshall G. Peabody (k i l l e d ) 
Second L i e u t M a u r i c e P. Revnes (wounded) 
Sergt* George S. HaucH • 

11 - Maurice E. Johnson 
? J u l i u s Saeksian 
» Ed\7in S. Hynard, Div. O i t . 

Oorpl. Joseph 3• Keen&n 
" - James P f O'Connell 
« l^rank C. R^ojor, D i v . O i t . 
« Arthur A. Thompson 
n Ohauneey I . Rice 

Pvt# George Eagles ton 
n n _> _&eslie\ O..;fo^©y 
.« Joseph D. % e l f y (wounded) 
9 ' iaiftes Sr-~&£$&rgan (woundej.) 
t? ¥alter T* 'Oliver (wounded) 
n ' . Joseph J * SeJbmlts (wounded) 
? Joseph 3tamboni (wounded) D. S. C. 

J 1 Courtney T o l l e y 
n. Mo^Bts Cohen (wounded) 
? A r t i n J * Crotxey (wounded) 
H Edward A. Kennedy (wounded) 
M John H._Stf$mXo» (mounded) 
t* Bernard J« Sweeney (wounded) 
" George II • Brennan 
» . William J V W r i g h t 
15 Hareh 
« H o l t '' * 

Sergt. Robert J . Grah&K ( k i l l e d ) 
Oorpl. M i r t i n Becker ( k i l l e d ) 
Cor p i . John F. Ryan ( k i l l e d ) 
Oorpl.' Le© i f , -Mercy ( k i l l e d ) 
Bugler Ylioaas C. 0*T£eefe ( k i l l e d ) 
Pvt. Louis Bie-sil ( k i l l e d ) 
" Frank C. Beinraiek ( k i l l e d ) 
" Nathan Clarke ( k i l l e d ) 
" Jai'ies E. Conrad ( k i l l e d ) 



SOSti. h o l i i n s Gun Bs .&t,U;li©ii 

Pvt. E* N. D i n g l e d l n e ( k i l l e l ) 
" Anthony S u n t l l l o ( k i l l e d ) 
" John K* T r a v e r s ( k i l l e d ) 

Company K, 307th Infantry• 

Capt# l e i son II* Hoi derma (wounded) B#S.0.« 
F i r s t Lieut • Thomas G. F o o l (wounded) I).S *C« 
S e r g t * Jamas _Iurphy, a b s e n t , s i c k i n h o s p i t a l , l)*3*0« Biv. C i t * 

lt • Bayd S. Hatch • ' 
« Joseph P* Heiier 
n James A. De&han 
11 James C a r r o l l 

Go&pl* George Sims 
11' - B e r t * M* Green 
n George G i l l e y 
11 Alonzo D* Blanohard 
» Robert F. B r a d f o r d • v.;-
u George F*< Speieh -
11 Paul Am Schwartz (absent; siek i n hospital) 

F i r s t class Pvt, Samuel A* A l t i e r a 
F i r s t e l ass Fvt* Isadore Willinger (missing i n action) 
Ifselu Lester Underbill 
pyt* Charles 1. Adams • 
« Iiouls Berg 
» Charles F. C h r i s t ; 

11 Hans Christensen (absent; sick i n hospital) 
15 John Connolly (wounded; im hospital) 

- Thomas H* G i l l 
» George Hbgdstcty 
11 _̂  4 1 % r t 0* Kae&pfer- (wounded; i n hospital) 

I foMas-Mgyer^frita • ~~ ''-yr 

« ThjMas Murray * >:. - ' 
^l Wfltiam F* Brew (absent; sick In hospital) 
** Frank Sti»gl0 (wounded; i n hospital) * 

' tt- Salvfrtwre F e s e t t i 
•J $&t£ere Pop© - - • 
« Bepnie E* Torn%ui,st (absent; sick i n h o s p i t a l ) 
? William S&iiiei fibsent; siok i n hospital) 
* -^pank Hoguf r(ahsent| sick i n hospital) 
II Ralph Brinkont (wounded; i n hospital) 
« John Bang ( k i l l e d ) 
%l • HLoheal Lekim ( k i l l e d ) 

»M Benjftdin Roberts (wounded; sick In hospital) ' 

fclllWUliam P. Grouse ( k i l l e d ) 
?* Kuraeme 8 d i e t t i n e 
$ Leonard Beebe (wounded; i n hospital) 
^ Pietro Tost (wounded; i n h o s p i t a l ) 
11 : John Faro (wounded; i n hospital) 
« Joseph Spalline (wounded; i n hospital) 
" Edward Baker (wounded; i n hospital) 
w Leonard Beeson (wounded; i n hospital) 
11 John ICaraluinas (wounded; i n hospital) 
n C l i f f o r d Thomas (wounded; i n hospital) 
" Victor L* Bringham (wounded; i n hospital) 
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Floyd 3erl§u ( a b s e n t ; s i c k i n hospital) 
J o s e p h C h r i s t o p h e r (wounded; i n h o s p i t a l ) 
A r t h u r E. F e i n (wounded; i n h o s p i t a l ) 
W i l l i a m Ina-be (wounded i n h o s p i t a l ) 
Isaac Tip seller (wounded; i n h o s p i t a l ) 
Giles Ofstad{wounded; i n h o s p i t a l ) 
A l b e r t E. l & r t i n (wounded; i n hospital) 
Thornwolad Rosby (wounded; i n hospital) 
fjeory i U Stumb© 
Arthur Schwanheck (wounded; i n hospital) 
Ray Tre&dweXl 
Otto VeXz (wounded; i n hospital) 
Guiseppe Scialdone (wounded i n hospital) 
C h a r l e s F* Adams 
Abraham Kro tosehinsky 
Thomas J . Mannion (absent; sick i n hospital) 
Gus todersnn ( k i l l e d ) 
Harvey It, Colo ( k i l l e d ) 
Charley Johnson ( k i l l e d ) 
Frank m i p a s t l ' ( k i l l e d ) 
f i l b e r t B% ••Ruiisey ( k i l l e d ) 
Joseph Frusek -
Yfeicent wi-tschen ( a b s e n t ; s i c k i n h o s p i t a l ) 
James P*. F#lten Wounded; i n hospital) 
A l f r e d Hendricksem I wounded; i n hos p i t a l ) 
i r t h t i r Hi«?ks (wo'unded; i n h o s p i t a l ) 
Iteyit t o n e s ( \ _ * 
Kemieth llurray , 
Jacob C. Phelps (wounded; i n hospital) 
C§ri M.* A r t e r s o n 
^ e r b ^ r t Biieskiiis (wounded; i n hospital) 
Giovanni Bivalaee (wounded; i n hospital) 
G i l b e r t Brown (missing i n action) 
jft&efe Ch^teheri&in " . 

timothy Connolly 
Albert 4 t"Efoneuer 
Peter Gibbons 
George Huff (absent; sick i n hospital 
John J * Kenttel 
J o s e p h Lohiaeier ( a b s e n t ; s i c k i n h o s p i t a l ) 
P a t s y Long (absent; s i c k i n h o s p i t a l ) 
Joseph' l i t t e n i a 
Robert F. Menan 
Andrew 01Strom (sick i n hospital) 
John X« Pierson 
B e r t I** Bowers (wounded; i n h o s p t i a l ) 
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Ever s i n c e the W o r l d 1 s Great War, much has been s a i d e i t h e r 

p ro or oon i n r e f e r r i n g t o two i n c i d e n t s , c o u p l e d w i t h the l i f e 

o f p a r t o f the 77th D i v i s i o n , , which perhaps has never 'been auth­

e n t i c a l l y e x p l a i n e d i n r e f e r r i n g t o the w o r l d famed e x p r e s s i o n 

"The L o s t B a t t a l i o n " , and the e x a c t words of Major W h i t t l e s e y , 

on the memorial o c c a s i o n when the German Commander demanded the 

s u r r e n d e r of h i s f o r c e s . 

I w i l l n ot attempt t o e n t e r i n t o a c o n t r o v e r s y , -with those 

whose m i l i t a r y o r s t r a t e g i c a l e d u c a t i o n may he s u p e r i o r t o mine, 

h u t a f t e r r e a d i n g my own e x p e r i e n c e s and p e r s o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n s , 

w h i l e w i t h , Major W h i t t l e s e y , and the s©-called " L o s t B a t t a l i o n " , 

I am q u i t e c o n t e n t t o r e s t t he cas e , f e e l i n g s a f e i n l e t t i n g 

the r e a d e r judge i f the a p p e l l a t i o n " L o s t B a t t a l i o n " has 'been 

c o r r e c t l y a p p l i e d t o the . e n t r a n c e ' of the c u t - o f f b a t t a l i o n . i n t o 

t h e p o c k e t o f d e a t h . 

There i s one t h i n g w h i c h i n some manner g a i n e d unwarranted 

prominence and spread t h r o u g h the U n i v e r s e , as coining from the 

l i p s o f Major W h i t t l e s e y , when he r e c e i v e d t h e note o f the German 

Commander, which i s w i t h o u t a p a r t i c l e o f t r u t h . M ajor W h i t t l e s e y 

never made use o f the e x p r e s s i o n "Go ,to H e l l " , when the American 

wounded and b l i n r o l d e d s o l d i e r p r e s e n t e d the h i s t o r i c a l , paper. 
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Chapter I . 
«The Drafted Man-

WA?U That gruesome spectre held so long i n check by the s k i l l f u l 
hand of President Woodrow Wilson, i n his diplomatic relations with 
the imperious potentates of Germany and Austria during Europe 1s strug­
gle for supremacy, had at l a s t been forced on peace-loving America and 
the expectant declaration found her c i t i z e n s calm, but moved with a 
grim determination to see i t through to the b i t t e r end. For years 
the disinterested s p i r i t of apathy shown by the average American to* 
ward war or the machinery of s t r i f e , had aroused false impressions 
in the breasts of those across the sea whose l i v e s from b i r t h were 
honeycombed with militarism, as l i t t l e short of down-right f o l l y , so 
naturally America and her glaring unpreparedness had eventually be­
come the universal by-word, for the jeers and sneers of European j e a l ­
ousy , 

Here stood the r i c h e s t and most resourceful country i n the world, 
calmly basking i n the sunlight of i t f s own power and greatness, with 
but a mere handful of defenders, whose c i t i z e n s s o l i d l y entrenched be­
hind the bulwarks of successful business, were l o $ h to concern them­
selves with the re s t of the world or war and i t s exigency. From the 
d r i f t of the d a i l y correspondence passing between Washington and the 
foreign powers, the torch of contempt for this passive weakness had 
already been applied to A merican dignity, while gradually the m i l ­
i t a r y heel began to trample on her n e u t r a l i t y , u n t i l the honor of 
Uncle Sam, b i d f a i r to be f i n a l l y dragged i n the dust of Prussian 
Imperialism* Though few Americans held doubts of the ultimate re s u l t , 
s t i l l the hideous truth of that unpreparedness, now arose with renewed 
vigor to every c i t i z e n of the Nation* 

To be sure we had a great navy, second to none and perhaps even 
superior to anything af l o a t i n ships, guns and the well trained men 
who manned them, but i t must be honestly admitted, our array was woe­
f u l l y d e f i c i e n t and wholly inadequate to cope with the gigantic train** 
ed forces three thousand miles away, who were locked i n a death strug­
g l e . The defy to America was therefore the acid test of her ingenu­
i t y . She must show the world her a b i l i t y to quickly organize and t r a i n 
an army, equal to any abroad within so short a space of time, that 
even the shrewdest m i l i t a r y t a c t i c i a n s from every quarter of the globe 
openly declared the impossible• Technically, America was face to 
face i n the c r i s i s of a l o s t a r t . Her careless indifference of the 
past was now reacting as a boomeragg, while the hearts of the sorely 
t r i e d A l l i e s were beating t r u s t f u l l y , as they anxiously marked time• 

"But 1 1, argued the p a t r i o t i c American, "America has always 
gloried i n showing the world how to accomplish the impossible. H i s t ­
ory shows too, we were never r i g h t l y prepared u n t i l the f a t e f u l hour 
and when once the Tank had gained a f a i r s t a r t , the goal was always 
reached,crowned with victory," The briefness of the Spanish-American 
war, and the invasion of Mexico^ by General Pershing i n his chase of 
the bandit V i l l a was but a small sample of what could be done i n an 



emergency, and had gone f a r twoard s t i f f e n i n g t he s p i n e o f t h o s e who 
might l e a n to the European i d e a o f American impotency. So now w i t h 
the v e r y f i r s t . m u r m u r o f war, we f i n d the c o u n t r y aflame w i t h the 
s p i r i t of conquest and a r u s h made by the f l o w e r o f American y o u t h , 
to be the f i r s t t o e n l i s t f o r the honor and p r i d e o f 01d G l o r y , Thous­
ands upon thousands had a l r e a d y e n t e r e d the s e r v i c e s and were working 
zealously i n the numerous t r a i n i n g camps that had sprung up and d o t t e d 
the l a n d from c o a s t t o c o a s t . T r u l y the n a t i o n had awakened from i t s 
lethargy and was l i v i n g up to i t s reputation o f d o i n g the unusual on a 
large scale. Out on the streets a t almost any hour o f the day or n i g h t , 
r e c r u i t i n g o f f i c e r s exhorted and h e c k l e d the crowds of young men to 
join the colors now, and be the f i r s t to reach the shores of Prance. 
S i l e n t l y and reverently the multitude l i s t e n e d and watched the out­
stretched finger of the orator, which seemed to pierce the soul of the 
timid or l a g g a r d , while within the minds o f those who hesitated, came 
a stern b a t t l e with conscience. 

*I must j o i n " , was the s e t t l e d thought of everyone. Some, too, 
made mental calculations on "What w i l l become of home, mother and s i s t e r 
with the loss of my job.*1 Others held back to see what Jack o r Jim 
would do, or the greater necessity of straightening out personal a f f a i r s 
but i n the heart of every mother's son, came an inborn d e s i r e to don the 
uniform and carry a gun for the victory o f American arms. A l l the 
while those scorching words of the g l i b talker kept ringing accusingly 
i n their ears. BY©u owe i t t o your home, your family, your f l a g and 
your country. J o i n now*1. 

It was estimated nothing short of t e n m i l l i o n men would suf f i c e 
t o show America's strength and uphold her i n t e g r i t y , therefore, t h e 
Washington Administration l o s t no time i n mustering i t s forces with a 
w i l l . To expedite t h i s demand came the draft, where my l o t was cast 
with the hundreds of thousands who received the Nation 1s c a l l and on 
June 5th, 1917, I took my place i n l i n e patiently waiting my turn.to 
r e g i s t e r , after which I tucked my card away c a r e f u l l y i n an inside 
pocket and wandered o f f with a sigh of r e l i e f . That innocent looking 
l i t t l e pasteboard, bore the printed number * 7 5 * , g i v i n g n o i n k l i n g of 
i t s importance, nor the wonderful future and experience that was to 
come unto a l i f e , that had never been the l e a s t concerned i n anything 
m i l i t a r y , but today, i t s g i f t of adventure would not be exchanged for 
a l l the gold i n the Treasury. 

On June 20th, 1917, a hand i n Washington was t h r u s t into a l a r g e 
bowl knd a blindfolded man picked number a f t e r number from among m i l ­
l i o n s , whose series would be c a l l e d , incidently p u t t i n g every registrant 
i n much the same frame o f mind, as the man who has hopes o f holding the 
winning t i c k e t i n a l o t t e r y . Each edition of the d a i l y press was now 
scanned eagerly by everyone who possessed a r e g i s t r a t i o n card. In the 
subways, surface cars, elevated t r a i n s , ferry boats and the highways 
and byways, could be seen anxious men i n a l l walks of l i f e earnestly 
bent on the same mission, seriously studying the l a t e s t news and f i g ­
ures o f the g r e a t draft to corne. A look o f sober, thoughtful expectat­
ion, was p l a i n l y disoernable oh the faces o f a l l . Even though t h e i r s had 



not- appeared, perhaps the number o f a b r o t h e r , r e l a t i v e o r f r i e n d 
might be on t h a t l o n g l i s t , upon whom f a t e had s e t i t s s e a l * F o r t u n e 
had not overlooked me, f o r sure enough, t h e r e i t was number w75 n, seem­
ing t o grow l a r g e r and l a r g e r each time I gazed upon i t and r i g h t up 
w i t h the f i r s t s i x hundred c a l l e d . 

I s h a l l n e v e r f o r g e t the f e e l i n g o f e x u l t a t i o n which s e n t the 
b l o o d t i n k l i n g through my v e i n s i n what seemed new-born l i f e , 1 now 
began t o r e a l i z e i n e a r n e s t , t h a t I was on the ro a d t o become one o f 
my c o u n t r y * s v a s t army* E v e r y f i b r e b e a t w i t h the e n t h u s i a s m t h a t a-
r o s e t© the o c c a s i o n . Was I f i t ? Would I pass the s e v e r e p h y s i c a l 
examination^ These and k i n d r e d thoughts f i l l e d my b r a i n i n a w h i r l o f 
expectation, u n t i l t h e c a l l a few s h o r t weeks l a t e r s e t a l l such fears 
a t r e s t , for I had gone throu g h the t r y i n g o r d e a l w i t h f l y i n g c o l o r s 
and had been pronounced sound and e l i g i b l e to shoulder a gun. Then 
came the f i r s t signs of public i n t e r e s t New York City took i n her dra f t ­
ed men. A dinner was arranged i n honor of a l l those who had been ac­
cepted, by the L o c a l Chamber of Commerce, and was a never-to-be-for?* 
gotten gathering, where good-fellowship and happiness reigned supreme. 
Songs and stories accompanied the good t h i n g s we a t e , with p l e n t y o f 
choice smokes thrown i n . As an added attraction, an army o f f i c e r i n 
f u l l uniform gave a b r i e f outline of what was b e f o r e u s , elaborating 
on the c l e a n healthy l i f e of the s o l d i e r and impressing upon the future 
rookie the importance of a great American army to the Nation and i t ' s 
c i t i z e n s . MWhen this war i s over, every one of you, w i l l f u l l y r e a l i z e 
what a wonderful thing i t i s t© be a r e a l A merican, who has done his 
duty", he concluded. 

After what seemed a long unnecessary delay, we were again summoned 
to appear at the Local Board's o f f i c e , on October 11th, ready to s t a r t 
for camp and i t s routine o f d r i l l s . What a sight that o f f i c e p r e s e n t e d 
on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r morning. A queer but i n s p i r i n g picture, bearing a l l 
the marks of an immigrant landing s t a t i o n . Here could be found the 
j o v i a l wit of some I r i s h l a d whose brogue and b r i l l i a n t s a l l i e s helped 
to brighten the s p i r i t s of many. The Italian-American, German-American, 
Greek-American, SpanishtAmerican and the Jewish sons whose ancestry 
touched every quarter o f the globe, were as much i n t e r e s t e d i n the pro­
ceedings as the native-born lew Yorker, who perhaps had never been 
nearer the o l d world than Coney Island 1s shore. Some c a r r i e d newspaper 
bundles, faded blankets or battered suit-cases, but a l l had evidently 
come to some telepatic understanding, by presenting themselves i n the 
o l d e s t c l o t h e s that c o u l d be found, t o huddle t o g e t h e r i n the common 
bond o f new formed comradship. 

The Local Board*s o f f i c e seemed topsy-turvy that morning, and the 
executives a p p a r e n t l y were l o s t i n the c o n f u s i o n , f o r we were checked 
and rechecked u n t i l the t h i n g had become a burdensome nuisance, so when 
the announcement came a t l a s t t o b o a r d the waiting buses that headed f o r 
the big P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t i o n , a h e a r t y c h e e r went up, t h a t was o n l y 
d u p l i c a t e d by the crowds who s e n t us away l i g h t h e a r t e d . 



Chapter I I . 
-Camp Upton-

How many Mew Y o r k e r s had ever t a k e n t h e t r o u b l e t o view the g r a i i 
e s t a t e s o f Long I s l a n d , r i d e over the beautiful c o u n t r y whose wide­
spread dimensions seem almost l i m i t l e s s , or had ever heard o f the 
town o f Yaphank, w i t h i n i t ' s domain? Y e t t h i s c a l m , p e a c e f u l spot 
which suddenly sprung into.the l i m e - l i g h t , was d e s t i n e d t o become 
famous as one of^Wtional Army's g r e a t e s t t r a i n i n g camps, t h a t w i l l ^ 
go down i n history under the name o f "Upton", and whose thousands o f 
graduated p l a y e d no mean p a r t i n the Worlds Great War, 

To be t r u t h f u l ! , many o f us had ne v e r heard of the p l a c e b e f o r e , 
nor l a i d eyes on any o t h e r s i t e used f o r the purpose, and i t was n o t 
without some f e e l i n g o f m i s g i v i n g and strange ideas o f this rural 
hamlet, t h a t we alighted from the crowded t r a i n and l o o k e d out upon 
the scene spread b e f o r e us from the l i t t l e wooden platform. In the 
distance could be seen what some would portray a m i n i n g camp i n the 
f l o u r i s h i n g coal regions. The buildings, grounds and general layout, 
the rough crudeness and the strange transformation from the big c i t y 
we had l e f t , which appeared w i t h a l ^ t o hold a certain charm t h a t made 
the surroundings i n v i t i n g . Prior to the a r r i v a l o f r e c r u i t s , a small 
army of c i v i l i a n mechanics had for weeks been busily engaged i n re­
modeling th i s desert waste into a great wooden c i t y , capable of hous­
ing some t h i r t y thousand men. 

The spacious barracks looming i n t h e distanee^~«6i^found t o be 
f u l l y a%uipped with every modern contrivance. Up-to-date kitchens, 
running water, modern plumbing, shower b a t h s , a complete sewerage 
system and countless e l e c t r i c l i g h t s . A l l bearing s i l e n t testimony 
that nothing had been omitted f o r the h e a l t h and comfort o f the s o l d ­
i e r during his p e r i o d of i n t e n s i v e t r a i n i n g . 

Onward we trudged along the dusty road, headed f o r the barracks 
that were i n use at the time, for the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f new-comers, 
passing the groups of our future comrades who eyed us with a curious 
i n q u i s i t i v e a i r . Now and then a voice from t h e i r ranks broke f o r t h 
with the cheerful caution: "Oh boy', just wait " t i l youse guys g i t 
de needle", and other good-natured banter that put each man on edge 
i n wondering a n t i c i p a t i o n . F i n a l l y the destination i s reached, and 
we pause, awkwardly waiting f o r the order that means a personal tete-
a-tetej. with the important individual i n s i d e . Here you were required 
to give a short history of your past l i f e and ancestry, with what 
branch of the service you f e l t best suited, and at the conclusion of 
what seemed a senseless examination, found yourself c o l d l y consigned 
t o whatever l i n e your disinterested interrogator deemed for the good 
of the o u t f i t , Thus some of our big huskies, who i n c i v i l l i f e had 
earned their l i v i n g , moving safes or pianos, were surprised to f i n d 
themselves i n t h e ranks of the infantry, while the meek weak-voiced 
desk, who had never attempted to l i f t anything heavier than the of­
f i c e pen, was assigned to the a r t i l l e r y , a procedure t h a t was be­
yond their depth of reasoning. 



The next step was a v i s i t to the d o c t o r s o f f i c e , ??here another 
grueling examination was i n order. Added to t h i s was vaccination 
and that dreaded ttKeedlen . A jab i n the arm, another i n the hack 
and one for good measure under the shoulder blade > and we were allowed 
to saunter o f f to r e s t i n the provisional camp, l i k e branded c a t t l e * 

The long ride, bracing a i r and the days exercises had begun to 
t e l l and beside a s l i g h t weariness, came the c a l l of hunger while we 
waited patiently our f i r s t mess i n camp with anxious c u r i o s i t y . I t 
wasn't long before the bugler's c a l l sent every man to table and we 
sat down to what i s known as army "slum" f stew, bread, prunes and cof­
fee^ which a l l hands ate with a r e l i s h , primed to the necessity of 
taking events as they came with calm cheerfulness and submission. 

As the evening wore on, many began to wonder where we would 
sleep and when came the hour for retirement, for most of us longed 
secretly for a good night's rest, as none knew what the morrow would 
bring. With the older rookies other thoughts were working opposite 
to ours, for i t soon became manifest they had formed d i f f e r e n t plans 
for our i n i t i a t i o n . Our a r r i v a l had evidently been looked upon as a 
heavenly break i n the monotony of rules and regulations, for we had 
no sooner started to undress, than the storm broke. Shoes, socks ? 

pillows, i n fact everything movable began to s a i l through the a i r i n 
our di r e c t i o n l i k e a bombardment from the enemy. Now and then from 
a dark recess, arose a b i t t e r curse or howl of anguish as a well 
directed shoe bounced from the head of some poor fellow whose skull 
had been the target, which was greeted with wild shouts of derision 
and laughter that added to the bedlam. 

At the height of this gaiety, a door suddenly opens and the very 
m i l i t a r y form of a Sergeant enters, who shouts and threatens above 
the din, i n his attempt to restore order, but only to be met with 
c a t c a l l s and jeers, f o r a sergeant to this crowd of unripe soldiers 
means l i t t l e or nothing where unbridled youth holds sway. &ver i n a 
fa r corner, a big strong fellow has stretched himself l a z i l y , f u l l 
length on his bed, and with a s a t i s f i e d a i r , i s entertaining h i s 
l i s t e n e r s by proudly confessing he has not done a tap of work i n many 
years, s t i l l he noticed his family had sent him away with a smile, 
and he also found some of them actually laughing as the t r a i n pulled 
out of the s t a t i o n . 

In such wild surroundings there was scant opportunity to brood 
or ponder over home, or those l e f t behind, and as the soiree grad­
ual l y l o s t i t ^ s power, we dropped off one by one, to the land of nod, 
contented. 

At 6.45 A.M, the s h r i l l blast of the bugler was again heard, 
thi s time sounding reve'pl#e, bringing us back to the duties of a?v 
l a t h e r day, for there was much to do, in:"putting aside our c i v i l i a n 
togs for the uniform, with army shoes and other necessary equipment. 
After breakfast, we were promptly introduced to the numberous picks 
and shovels that stood ready to take part i n the instruction, of how 
to make the camp l e v e l , especially the t e r r i t o r y around our own 
quarters, where many stumps of trees were s t i l l i n evidence. This 
became our d a i l y pastime for weeks to follow, under the direct super­
vis i o n of some temporary appointed o f f i c i o u s non-com, who l o s t no 
time npr opportunity to assert his authority. 



A few more weeks o f this back-aching programme, brou g h t the 
b r i g h t day o f permanent assignments t o companies, Mine r e a d : 
"Headquarters Company, 308th Infantry-»Captain C h a r l e s W. W h i t t l e s e y , 
Commanding. 5 1 This b r a v e C a p t a i n , who was .destined t© p l a y such an 
i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n the g r e a t s t r u g g l e , t h a t d u r i n g and a f t e r h i s l e a d ­
e r s h i p , had endeared him to h i s men and the e n t i r e n a t i o n , was a t a l l 
spare man, whose s i x f e e t o f w i r y muscle was g u i d e d by a pair o f keen 
sharp eyes, which seemed ever on the a l e r t and now s c r u t i n i z e d each 
man c r i t i c a l l y as he advanced b e f o r e him. H i s manner we found was 
usually seren%e and p a s s i v e , but when o c c a s i o n a r o s e , he a;t once be« 
came the ©old, b l u n t d i s c i p l i n a r i a n , s t e r n t o the l i m i t i n the en­
forcement of army r u l e s and regulations, or i n f a c t a n y t h i n g t h a t 
meant the making of a p e r f e c t s o l d i e r . 

About t h i s t i m e , we were f a i r l y w e l l equipped and the d r i l l i n g a n ^ 
setting-up exercises had been i n s t a l l e d . How t o march and keep i n 
step, how to stand, chin up, shoulders squared and stomach i n . How 
t© use the r i f l e and the great necessity o f learning s t r i c t obedience 
to orders, regardless of what they were, and to f a i l i n this demand 
was considered the worst breach of d i s c i p l i n e , punishable i f not by 
Court-Martial, surely by the loss of the weekend "Pass", w h i c h meant 
home and the folks over Sunday. 

Then to©, came Saturday, when^^nsgection was invariably another 
t r i a l that put each man on h i s i i t e f e ^ a n d i t was an i n s p i r i n g sight 
to see row after row of our regiment a l l l i n e d up on the great big 
f i e l d s , with every ounce of their belongings spread out, open to view 
with each man standing a t attention a s i l e n t sponsor for the appear­
ance of his personal e f f e c t s , which must pass the h y p o c r i t i c a l eye 
of the o f f i c e r s who f i l e d by, slowly, to gain the vise f o r the f o l ­
lowing day's holiday. The unfortunates who were compelled to remain 
i n camp over Sunday, found i f there was no d r i l l i n g that day, the 
p r i v i l e g e to attend church, or l a t e r entertain such friends that had 
come to v i s i t . Then there was the %t K of C n^ or the Y. M. C. A. 
huts where one e^uld f i n d solace i n writing home to t e l l of the week*< 
experiences, 

Hilt the "Pass" was the weekly reward of merit, which somehow or 
other had become a f i x t u r e with the meny for i n this land of rumors 
i t was impossible to say when the D i v i s i o n might be moving, a l l of 
which proved groundless for we were yet to experience the rigor o f 
the b i t t e r winters of 1917 and 1918 i n our present quarters. Many 
Sunday nights during this period with our faces turned Uptonward 
again, heat i n the t r a i n s was a t a premium, and i t was no uncommon 
sight to see the heIf frozen men tear down the advertisements over­
head and make a bon-fire i n the center of the car's f l o o r . 

One morning i n November, I was surprised by b e i n g o f f i c i a l l y 
n o t i f i e d that I had been assigned as permanent batta l i o n runner to 
the f i r s t Battalion He&i^|uarters$ where i t became my duty to r e p o r t 
d a i l y immediately after the morning mess and work oftimes far into 
the night, delivering the v a r i o u s General Orders and messages r e ­
garding the work and programme for the following day's t r a i n i n g . 



A g r e a t p a r t o f t h i s work-day programme had c e n t e r e d on the 
r i f l e rang®, whicjpi had been s e t up about two m i l e s .from camp, so now 
t r i p s were made almost d a i l y t o t h i s spot by the different'/battalions -
i n the r e g i m e n t , each t a k i n g i t s t u r n , and the m e n had .begun to l o o k 
f o r w a r d t o t h i s p r a c t i c e as a welcome d i v e r s i o n from d r i l l s , h i k e s , 
and the r e s t o f r o u t i n e . Soon r e g i m e n t a l and company shows began to 
crop up t o o , and as t h e r e was a l a r g e number o f e x c e l l e n t t a l e n t f o u n X 
i n the r a n k s , many an e n j o y a b l e e v e n i n g was spent by those who d i d 
not have to r e p o r t f o r some s p e c i a l s c h o o l o f i n s t r u c t i o n . These 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t s were u s u a l l y i n the form o f v a u d e v i l l e performances, 
b r i n g i n g b e f o r e us many c l e v e r dancers, comedians, a c r o b a t s and sing­
ers, some o f whom had i n c i v i l i a n l i f e made t h e i r mark before the 
t h e a t r e l o v e r s . 

Thus the e a r l y days a t Upton b l i s s f u l l y r o l l e d on i n t o 191S, 
when the o r d e r came f o r s i x weeks o f i n t e n s i v e t r a i n i n g , which was 
indeed a l l o f that, f o r rarely a moment of the day was l o s t , w i t h o u t 
some sort o f i n s t r u c t i o n or1 d r i l l being pounded i n t o us w i t h o u t ; ̂  
mercy. B e s i d e s t h i s , a s p i r i t of r i v a l r y had sprung up between the 
companies at the r i f l e range. Competitive d r i l l s were looked f o r ­
ward to with keen interest and formed the sole topic of conversation 
during rest h o u r s , f o r each Company was an x i o u s t o be declared the 
champions, for the glory of i t s b a t t a l i o n . This outburst of sporting 
blood was viewed by the o f f i c e r s as a good s i g n o f the development 
of worthy sold i e r s , who were surely showing the r e s u l t of serious at­
tention to t h e i r tasks. Anything i n the nature of a t h r i l l i s a l ­
ways welcome i n army l i f e . We were a l l conscious of the approach 
of a great day i n the Nation's memory and as February 22nd ( W a s h i n g t o n ^ 
Birthday) approached, rumor a g a i n became busy, f o l l o w e d by the sup­
porting order, that we were to parade that day through the streets 
of dear old Hew York, 

Everyone f e l t this was to be the supreme test before the c r i t ­
i c a l eye of the public and a great opportunity to show our friends 
back home, just how t h e i r sons or brothers had progressed, for we 
knew the c i t i z e n r y was on the tip-toe of expectancy. There was^of 
course, an extra amount of preparation and d r i l l s to f i t us for this 
momentous occasion, especially i n the art of marching and general 
carriage while on the go. Company vied with Company, to make the bes^t 
showing, as everyone f e l t a personal pride i n his own particular 
o u t f i t , with a longing to shine before the gaze o f Gothams a u d i e n c e . 
Then came the day, a wonderful day i t seemed t o u s , a l t h o u g h a heavy 
snow was f a l l i n g with an intense and piercing cold, enough to dampen 
the ardor of les s hardy s p i r i t s than those whose hearts throbbed 
a n x i o u s l y t o the tune o f the music, inside their heavy o v e r c o a t s . 
But on we swept over the slippery a s p h a l t o f F i f t h Avenue, with a 
f e e l i n g of bursting joy. The sight spread before us was worth any­
thing within our g i f t . A vast panorama of swarming humanity, topped 
off by a l a v i s h display of the flags of the A l l i e s , and most prom­
inent of a l l , waved the Stars and S t r i p e s , our own p r e c i o u s emblem, 
f o r whose honor we were going f o r t h , many never t o return. C h e e r i n g 
surging masses packed windows and s i d e w a l k s from curb to stoop l i n e s . 
Mounted police charged and recharged i n an endeavor to keep this 
p a t r i o t i c humanity from breaking into our l i n e s . Now and then a 
s h r i l l voice from the depths would raise and greet some column as i t 
passed by. "Hello Abey", or "Good boy Paddy" mingled with the out-



"burst o f a foreign tongue when an I t a l i a n mother gave a f a m i l i a r 
c a l l t o her proud Tony^ as he came and was gone i n a second. 

When the parade f i n a l l y came t o an end, each son o f o l d f a t h e r 
Knickerbocker f e l t g r a t i f i e d , encouraged i n what seemed a f e e l i n g o f 
f i r s t victory t o a p l a c e i n the h e a r t s o f h i s countrymen, t h e n added 
to the b i g show-off came a t h r e e dayfs* holiday from camp, with thoughts 
of home and f r i e n d s . Holidays always seem t o f l y f a s t and we were 
back again i n camp to the s t e a d y job o f routine and what n o t , w i t h 
nothing l e f t b u t the refreshing memory of that wonderfiul o v a t i o n , to 
d r i l l and d r i l l from morning t o night in what seemed never en d i n g mon­
otony. From t h i s time on, I t o o , became e x t r a busy a t Battalion Head­
quarters as commands came thick and fast f o r more open order work i n 
the d r i l l f i e l d s . 

Our Executive S t a f f was kept f u l l y informed of the o f f i c i a l l a s t " 
minute news of the enemy we hoped some day t o meet and t h e i r d a i l y t a c ­
t i c s on the f i r i n g l i n e , caused plan after plan t o be l a i d , with s i t ­
uations created to f a m i l i a r i z e us with every move i n the f i e r c e f i g h t ­
ing abroad, and ways and means to frustrate t h e i r mode of action, 
Humors and more rumors, on which we seemed to thrive, came and went 
with measured r e g u l a r i t y . Most of them died i n the wild imaginations 
of some, who were always t o be depended upon f o r hearsay information. 
It was not u n t i l early i n A p r i l , 1918, that things r e a l l y began to s t i r 
up with some semblance of truth, but garnished with mystery and secret-
iveness that enshrouded Upton. The departure of Brigadier Evan M. 
Johnson and his S t a f f f or France^ two weeks previously had unleashed 
another batch of u n o f f i c i a l predictions, which sprung from every corner 
but again with no apparent basis outside of simon-pure conjecture. 
But now the press correspondents always a l e r t for anything bearing the 
s l i g h t e s t scent of sensationalism to their noses for news, began to 
seem aware that this time something was i n the a i r besides h a l l u c i n ­
ations, for i t had become an open secret that the D i v i s i o n would shortly 
move while the exact day and hour remained as much an enigma to them 
as to us. 

It was not u n t i l A p r i l 5 t h , that the f i r s t signs of anything 
businesslike made i t s appearance i n a mick manouvre that suddenly 
and completely shut o f f a l l communication, from either inside or out­
side the camp. Then came an order to empty a l l our bedsacks i n the 
big barns, while the grounds were now policed as never before, adding 
to the wonderment that seized each man i n the excitement of newborn 
hope, Immediately after the evening mess, more orders followed i n 
a drastic edict from Headquarters, that sent every c i v i l i a n employee 
hurrying to the station, w i t h a special guard to see t h a t none mi s s e d 
the t r a i n leaving Yaphank that night. A l l thoughts of sleep began t o 
fade when we were instructed to p i l e our bunks c a r e f u l l y on the b a r ­
rack f l o o r , leaving us s t i l l guessing at the suddenness i n the turn 
of a f f a i r s , just w a i t i n g for the next move, but what was i t to be? 
Could i t be possible the c a l l for our s e r v i c e s had come at last? Were 
we now r e a l l y considered to have reached the stage o f proficiency 
necessary for the b i g j o b t!Over~$herett i n l i n e w i t h the A l l i e s best? 



O l i i f o r j u s t one minutefs r e s p i t e , t o send a word t o l o v e d ones 
a t home, j u s t a l a s t l i n e of f a r e w e l l ; , but a l a s , , t h i s was not to be.,, 
f o r we l e a r n e d even the doors of the f r i e n d l y Post-Office had been 
c l o s e d a g a i n s t us and no mail would be received. S u r e l y no b e t t e r 
s i g n was n e c e s s a r y than t h i s t o pr e p a r e us f o r the a c t u a l o r d e r to 
make ready, so w i t h nervous pent-up s p i r i t s a mad r u s h began on the 
c a n t e e n s , which were soon crowded beyond t h e i r c a p a c i t y . Cigarettes, 
c i g a r s , p i p e s , cans o f tobacco and various o t h e r s u n d r i e s t h a t was. 
f e l t would be a necessary comfort on 1and or sea found a ready sale. 

Excitement knew no bounds, as slowly and s t e a l t h i l y the s i l e n t 
shades of night began to s e t t l e down on the restless multitude. * t 
was to be a time i n t h e i r m i l i t a r y service that w i l l ever remain fresh 
i n the memory, to be referred to as "The night we departed from the 
Cantonment."• It was on this special night that the f i r s t excitement 
and demonstration had ever been staged i n c e l e b r a t i o n o f the iitevement 
of a large body of troops for the War Zone from Upton, and had c a l l e d 
upon the dormant s p i r i t s i n a frenzied outburst of joy, that hailed 
the hour to be off to the great adventure, from which many would never 
return, or perhaps show by their decorations the reward for deeds of 
valor. I t was ou^P night, i n point of unrestraint• An impromptu sort 
of a f f a i r that had sprung up l i k e a wisp of the wind, to grow and 
multiply i n youthful effervescence, for the o f f i c i a l word had come 
through and the boys were out to show their appreciation i n good o l d 
New York s t y l e . 

By seven-thirty P. HXj^and^ the sound of what 
) was supposed to be music, accompanied: by the loud drum-beats, §ould be 

heard i n the d i r e c t i o n of Upton Boulevard, a busy thoroughfare which 
was considered Camp Upton's Broadway. Men had assembled i n a l l the 
nearby company streets to witness th i s great farewell procession or 
take their place i n the ranks of noisy a c t i v i t y . There was nothing 
m i l i t a r y about the mob, the l i n e s having from f i v e to ten marchers 
and i t didn't seem to matter much who commanded, for a big buck-private 
had already commissioned himself and strutted along at the head, turn­
ing now and then to issue a l l sorts of outlandish orders to those who 
followed, carrying on their shoulders anything handy, from broom-sticks 1 
shovels or garden rakes i n l i e u of r i f l e s . The long, broken columns 
would wind i n and out of the barracks, singing a l l kinds of popular 
songs, going round and round with the staying power of the Indian war 
dancers, u n t i l f a r past midnight. N*o one seemed to mind, for now our 
D i v i s i o n had no place to sleep except the hard uninviting f l o o r , on 
which many a weary body thoroughly exhausted by the orgy, f i n a l l y drop­
ped^ unmindful of anything else but r e s t . 

It i s hard perhaps to sense the feelings of the past few weeks, 
feelings of uncertainty for us, with crowded disappointments as one 
hope after the other burst l i k e bubbles i n the a i r . Here were thous­
ands of young energetic men, trained to the minute, who but a short 
time ago, were just ordinary peaceful c i t i z e n s , now f i l l e d with war-
l u s t and at the zenith of manly strength. They had gone through the 
roughest mi l i t a r y training ever experienced. With winters arctic cold, 
housed i n breezy barracks and constant l i f e i n the open had made them 
case-hardened, ready to accede to any demands of m i l i t a r i s m and anxious 
t o go anywhere t h a t ultimately lead to the b i g noise "Over There". 



Under such t e n s i o n and the l o n g p e r i o d o f e x h a u s t i v e t r a i n i n g , 
many o f our o f f i c e r s had begun t o view f u r t h e r delay w i t h v i s i b l e 
a p p r e h e n s i o n l e s t we go s t a l e , f o r the c o n s t a n t rumors t h a t we may 
go tomorrow and o t h e r s . f r o m the p e s s i m i s t s t h a t we might never go 
a t a l l had begun to l e a v e t h e i r mark on the h i g h - s t r u n g temperament 
of the e n t i r e D i v i s i o n * Only t h o s e • who were d o g - t i r e d attempted 
to s l e e p t h a t n i g h t and those who d i d succeed i n s h u t t i n g out the 
u p r o a r from t h e i r e a r t h l y c a r e s , had not l o n g t o e n j o y the comfort 
f o r a t t h r e e A. M. the steady tramp, tramp o f the 306th I n f a n t r y , 
the f i r s t t o s t a r t on the l o n g j o u r n e y , awoke the echoes w i t h a 
t h r i l l , f o l l o w e d s h o r t l y a f t e r by o r d e r s f o r our own, the 308th, 
t o l i n e up, r e a d y t o s t a r t a t l a s t f o r "Somewhere i n F r a n c e . " . 



-Chapter I I I -
Embarkation. . ' . 

A f t e r a. b r i s k f i f t e e n minute march, l o a d e d down with heavy e q u i p ­
ment and our few p e r s o n a l b e l o n g i n g s , we h a l t e d at the r a i l w a y s t a t i o n , 
where l o n g l i n e s o f s p e c i a l t r a i n s s t o o d ready t o c a r r y us away. B i g 
p u f f i n g e n g i n e s now and then gave an e x t r a s n o r t i n the a n x i e t y of the 
moment t o be o f f , but they t o o , must bow t o the e d i c t o f m i l i t a r y ex­
actness and remain p a t i e n t u n t i l each man had been checked and rechecked 
a g a i n , as he boarded the c a r s , u n t i l i t was f u l l y f i v e A. M. b e f o r e 
e v e r y t h i n g appeared s a t i s f a c t o r y t o the Command and the l o n g low r i d g e 
of b a r r a c k s o f Camp Upton w i t h i t s many happy memories, became but a 
m i s t i n t h e g r e y e a r l y dawn. Some of the men succumbed t o the demands 
of sleep immediately, o t h e r s s i l e n t l y munched the sandwiches that had 
been prepared with dogged unconcern, while many j o k e d light-heartedly, 
or puffed pipe or cigarette i n deep thought, as the t r a i n increased 
speed, which would end at the terminal i n Long Island C i t y . 

Here a big surprise awaited us, for the place was well f i l l e d with 
hundreds of a n x i o u s c i t i z e n s , who had somehow sensed our early depart­
ure and had stationed themselves at every point of vantage to crane theiv-
necks i n a longing hope of recognizing a loved one i n that swarming l i n e 
of khaki. Everything was working l i k e well o i l e d machinery, without a 
hitch and we hustled aboard the waiting ferry-boats with scant formal­
i t y , while each boat after i t had been packed with b a t t a l i o n after 
battalion of human freight pulled out i n the stream. I t was then that 
a l l r e g i m e n t a l and company flags were ordered to be kept under cover 
and we rounded the Battery sea wall serenely, turning our bows grace­
f u l I y toward the b i g Hudson River, with i t s background of towering sky­
scrapers . Nearer and nearer we came to the great long abutments of the 
White Star Line p i e r s , where c o u l d be seen three massive ocean g r e y ­
hounds docked, but with steam up. Then came the soft j i n g l e of ©ur 
pilot's b e l l as he worked his way to Pier Sixty, and i n ̂ another minute 
we were scrambling up the gangplank of the camouflaged Lapland^like 
so many emigrants. 

The arrangements for b i l l e t i n g troops aboard this mammouth f l o a t ­
ing c i t y , were not alone marvelous, but a c r e d i t to the monumental job 
of e f f i c i e n c y , when one considers i t took but a few moments and without 
the s l i g h t e s t confusion, to assign each man to his bunk, i n the long 
l i n e of t i e r s running fore and a f t , which seemed to have no ending. 
The f i r s t move was to unsling our burdensome equipment and we were t h e n 
at l i b e r t y to roam a t w i l l over this wonderful ark, to gaze admiringly 
at the huge anchors on her bows, the b i g s i x t e e n i n c h hawsers that 
wound around the cleats or view a l o f t , the thin l i n e of black smoke 
t h a t poured f o r t h l a z i l y from those massive f u n n e l s , skyward. Our n e x t 
round o f inspection was the mess-deck, where l o n g t a b l e s swung on chains 
from the deck above. We learned that here the men would assembe to r e ­
c e i v e their "chow11, by f i l i n g down the a i s l e s f i l l i n g the deck from t h e 
farthest end and f i n i s h i n time t o l e t those waiting t a k e their places. 
By t h i s Ingenious system, some three thousand hungry soldiers were fed 
within . an hour and a h a l f . Then when the l a s t o f the l i n e had departed 
a hose was brought to play on t a b l e s , deck, sides and hatchways u n t i l 
a l l had been cleansed s p o t l e s s . This programme was s t r i c t l y enforced 
a f t e r every m e a l . 



A f t e r our f i r s t noon-day mess aboard ship, the men swarmed i d l y 
about over the broad decks d i s c u s s i n g what seemed the momentous ques­
tion o f the hour, w h i c h was undoubtedly the o n l y f i x e d thought i n the 
b r a i n o f a l l . When do we s a i l and where are we going? The anxiety 
and nervous t e n s i o n over our e x p e c t e d d e p a r t u r e from Camp Upton seemed 
m i l d compared to the p r e s e n t s t a t e o f over-wrought a n t i c i p a t i o n , but 
the Government a p p a r e n t l y had s c a n t concern f o r our nerves o r inquis-
i t i v e n e s s , f o r . i t was n o t u n t i l f i v e - t h i r t y i n the e v e n i n g that the 
gang-plank was f i n a l l y withdrawn, the gangway c l o s e d and s e a l e d and we 
headed toward the c h a n n e l s l o w l y but s t e a d i l y f o r the wide open space 
beyond. L i t t l e by l i t t l e the m a j e s t i c f i g u r e o f M i s s L i b e r t y , w i t h 
h e r t o r c h o f welcome grew f a i n t e r , u n t i l she f a d e d e n t i r e l y i n the s o f t 
e v e n i n g s u n s e t . Then came the f e e l i n g t h a t a l l the w o r l d h e l d dear t o 
us was l e f t b e h i n d perhaps f o r e v e r , as we t u r n e d t e n d e r l y t o thoughts 
of home. These and k i n d r e d musings had put a damaer on the s p i r i t s o f 
many, f o r we had now begun t© r e a l i z e t h a t t h e r e 3fi^"serio.us t h i n g s a-
head, and the long days demands had l e f t many well n i g h e x h a u s t e d , so 
by nine o'clock most of us turned to the welcome bunks determined on 
r e s t . 

The dawn of the following day found us f a r from a speck of l a n d . 
The sea was calm and the ship held an even keel, which made boat d r i l l s 
and guard d e t a i l s e a s i l y accomplished. Each man was assigned a place 
in some pa r t i c u l a r l i f e - b o a t and at the sound of the alarm, he l a s to 
report i n the shortest space of time to where that boat was stationed. 
These d r i l l s were held several times d a i l y , u n t i l we had become quite 
fa m i l i a r with what was e x p e c t e d o f us i n case o f emergency. By noon 
on the second day at sea a f a i n t shore l i n e could be discerned i n the 
distance through the rays of the bright s u n l i g h t , and before the even-' 
ing mess had started, we were anchored i n the calm and magnificent har­
bor of Halifax,Nova Scotia, where we were to await the balance of the 
convoy consisting o f e i g h t other ships. 

At daybreak the following morning, the entire f l e e t cautiously 
l e f t Halifax, with their thousands of reinforcements for t h e a l l i e d 
a r m i e s , who looked for our coming expectantly. I t i s hard t o describe 
the t h r i l l and the f e e l i n g of emptiness while standing on deck at night 
to gaze upon the dense blackness surrounding, to hear the l a p p i n g w^es 
as they smacked *the sides o f the noble ship, to know that w i t h i n ' ha l i n ­
i n g distance somewhere, were eight other crowded vessels, with thous­
ands of our countrymen aboard, s a i l i n g along into what might be a wat­
ery abyss at any moment, by the hands of some German submarine. S t r i c t 
rules and regulations had been l a i d down and every precautionary meas­
ure put forward, especially towards the conduct of the men at sea. 
Matches, f l a s h - l i g h t s and luminous-faced watches were s t r i c t l y f o r b i d ­
den t o be shown. Below the teglmental band p l a y e d and songs were sung 
with the s p i r i t of a big club on an outing, so the danger, i f there 
was any, surrounding these lighthearted souls, was g i v e n l i t t l e heed. 

After the f i r s t few days we had gained our sea-legs and the nov­
elt y of the ships r o l l i n g was rarely commented upon. Thus day after 
day of the f o u r t e e n we spent on the deep briny, were uneventful except 
for the fact that a diet of cheese and marmalade reigned supreme. 



Then came a. day and the welcome hour, when s l o w l y taut s u r e l y t&e* 
rooky c o a s t o f I r e l a n d , began t o loom up dead ahead l i k e some g r e a t 
pyramid i n the s e a / and caused t h e h e a r t s o f our I r i s h Buddies to leap 
f o r j o y , as they l i n e d the r a i l s and l o o k e d l o n g i n g l y landward w h i l e 
t e l l i n g g r e a t t a l e s of their wonderful homeland. But the good s h i p 
began t o f a l l o f f the c o u r s e and plowed on steadily u n t i l she dropped 
anchor i n t h e h a r b o r o f Liverpool. There was a w i l d demonstration o f 
thanksgiving as we began t o b r e a t h e s i g h s o f r e l i e f , t h a t the danger 
of a watery grave was at l e a s t overcome and l o o k e d f o r w a r d t o f u t u r e 
events w i t h p a s s i v e unconcern. 

The balance o f the convoy had t a k e n t h e i r . p l a c e s q u i t e c l o s e t o 
us and the shouts o f j o y from a l l s i d e s now and then mingled w i t h t h e 
regimental songs o f the days o f Upton, were sung a g a i n w i t h e x t r a vim 
and enthusiasm. I t was l a t e t h a t n i g h t b e f o r e the c h e e r s and shouts 
Of those happy men d i e d down and a l l hands were again quartered below 
deck, f o r what was to be their l a s t night aboard the gallant Lapland, 

I t was immediately after the morning mess that we again slung 
our heavy packs over our shoulders, t h e n l i s t e n e d to the b r i e f warning 
of an o f f i c e r regarding the conduct and deportment to be observed on 
foreign s o i j , and soon we were f i l i n g down the narrow gang-plank, to 
the welcome f e e l i n g of terra-firma beneath us once more. We l i n e d up 
on the dock with eyes centered on the ship, for with the usual a c t i v ­
i t y of navy regulations, our precious barrack bags could be seen coming 
up from the dark holds, to-, be l a t e r on claimed by the i r owners. This 
was a welcome sight, for i n those bags were many cherished mementoes 
that could not f i n d room i n ones pack. The very a i r teemed with the 
hustle and bustle of arrangement. Companies were formed and marched 
i n the d i r e c t i o n of the B r i t i s h t r a i n s , whose queer compartments 
brought many humorous remarks. 



# 

-14-
Chapter I V . 
-OVERTHERE-

Dame Humor had cut l o o s e a g a i n , and was busy s p r e a d i n g a l l k i n d s 
of w i l d t h i n g s , as t o where we were bound and t h e r e was h a r d l y a town 
or c i t y i n the whole o f Great B r i t a i n known t o the wise-acres, t h a t had 
not been mentioned as our d e s t i n a t i o n . But a f t e r t e n hours r i d e i n 
these s t u f f y t r a i n s with o n l y two s t o p s t o a l l o w a s t r e t c h o f our l e g s f 

or a d r i n k o f f r e s h w a t e r , and we were on t h e go a g a i n , u n t i l they fio« 
a l l y r e l e a s e d us I n Dover. A l o n g the narrow c r o o k e d s t r e e t s o f t h i s 
town we t r u d g e d , headed f o r what was known as a r e s t camp, t o put up 
f o r the n i g h t , b u t we never f e l t the need o f r e s t so much, u n t i l t h i s 
s o - c a l l e d haven had been l e f t b e h i n d . 

I n the morning as we s a u n t e r e d t h r o u g h Dover t a k i n g tssisassg the 
s t r a n g e s i g h t s i n , we f i n a l l y ended a t t h e quay t o gaze a c r o s s the c h a n ­
n e l where we knew l a y F r a n c e . It was here the f i r s t s i g h t o f war's 
t e r r i b l e work h e l d us spellbound and I r e c e i v e d my f i r s t s t a r t l i n g im­
p r e s s i o n o f i t s fiendishness. A b o a t l o a d o f mangled B r i t i s h s o l d i e r s 
had j u s t a r r i v e d and the e n t i r e p i e r was l i n e d w i t h row a f t e r row o f 
the u n f o r t u n a t e s . Some were s t r e t c h e d out on rude board benches, o t h e r s 
l a y upon b l o o d s p o t t e d s t r e t c h e s , t r y i n g w i t h e v e r y manly i n s t i n c t t o 
bear w i t h f o r t i t u d e the i n t e n s e agony o f f r i g h t f u l wounds. I t was a 
p a i n f u l o b j e c t l e s s o n t o a l l . of us who looked on with s i l e n t sympathy. 
Arms without number i n slings, others on crutches attempting to hobble 
about and some whose features were e n t i r e l y obscured by the thick 
swathing of bandages, just allowing space for the t i p of their nose to 
catch the a i r • The whole scene was gruesome, sickening, awful and l e f t 
a mark i n ray memory never to be forgotten. 

Just about daybreak the following morning, we departed from 
these docks of misery, aboard a swift running c r a f t that bounded over 
the choppy waters of the English Channel, to land us on the sandy 
shores of France• The scene that greeted us here was a pleasant con­
trast to the misery of Dover, as we gaped and marvelled at the fantasy 
displayed i n the d i f f e r e n t i a l or s of our A l l i e s uniforms, forming a 
s o r t of iridescent c ongl4gm^r a t i on o f f o r e i g n workmanship, as the com­
r a d e s i n arms calmly watched our landing. This was Calais, and a short 
hike through the roadways, showed the place to be p i l e d with a con­
gested mass of every conceivable a r t i c l e of war, u n t i l we paused at 
the camp, which we prepared to occupy. 

Our f i r s t night i n the p l a c e was an exciting one and was to be 
our baptismal font, at the hands of the Boche w h i c h came early with a 
serenade o f a i r bombs t h a t f e l l a l l around u s , b u t f o r t u n a t e l y f a i l e d 
t© r e a c h our r e f u g e . But the s i g h t t h a t g r e e t e d us the next morning 
i n the c i t y , showed his m i s s i l e s had worked havoc on a number o f b u i l d ­
i n g s whose s h a t t e r e d t e s t i m o n y showed a t r u e a i m . J u s t t o the south 
of the main reservation lay an immense camp, e n t i r e l y enclosed i n a 
wire f e n c e . T h i s was set aside f o r the Coolie l a b o r , probably two 
thousand of them who seemed t o be d o i n g a l l the heavy work i n the am­
munition dumps. Our men, when opportunity permitted, l i n e d the f e n c e 
and attempted t o converse w i t h them, or watch them dance and sing. 
These c a r e f r e e c r e a t u r e s were an I n t e r e s t i n g l o t , t o whom bombing held, 
no t e r r o r . 



The D i v i s i o n had h a r d l y s e t t l e d when an o r d e r came t o t u r n i n 
our S p r i n g f i e l d r i f l e s f o r the B r i t i s h B n f i e l d s . The exchange 
caused a l l s o r t s o f comment, t h a t was second o n l y to the'excitement 
aroused when our b a r r a c k bags, c o n t a i n i n g two complete o u t f i t s f o r 
each man were t a k e n away. The Su p p l y S e r g e a n t s b e i n g the most in** . 
c e n s e d , f o r by t h i s s t r o k e a l l t h e i r e x h a u s t i v e work o f the b e g i n n i n g 
had been r u t h l e s s l y undone. How these camps had g a i n e d the name o f 
r e s t s t a t i o n s was never t h o r o u g h l y fathomed. In the p r e s e n t one, t h e r e 
was .very l i t t l e encouragement g i v e n to i d l e n e s s o f any s o r t , f o r e a r l y 
i n the morning o f the f o l l o w i n g day we were r o u t e d out f o r an e i g h t 
k i l o h i k e , t h a t found every one d i s g u s t e d . On our r e t u r n an i s s u e o f 
gas-masks and s t e e l h e l m e t s brought us one n o t c h c l o s e r i t seemed, to 
the work on hand. 

I t was now time f o r "chown, and a c o n c e r t e d rush was made f o r 
the m e s s - h a l l s i n o r d e r t o be through w i t h the day, as werwere anx­
i o u s for a good nights sleep. Evidently we had miscalculated our 
p o s i t i o n , o r had not y e t thoroughly awakened to t h e f a c t t h a t the 
Boche might have l a i d d i f f e r e n t plans, aided by the moon1s generosity, 
for the night was a clear ideal one that enabled the German birds to 
give old Calais a thorough straefing, so we came to the unanimous 
opinion that r e s t i n a rest camp was a misnomer, not to be depended 
upon. Morning added another chapter to our busy l i f e , for before the 
sun had hardly peeped through the morning mist, we found ourselves 
being hustled aboard some freight trains and on the move once more, 
but this time headed for the v i c i n i t y of ^perlecques (Pau de Calais) 
where the D i v i s i o n assembled about May 6th. 

I well r e c a l l the time, for about midnight we p i l e d out of the 
bare box-cars and were met by some B r i t i s h non-coms, who guided us 
over a long tiresome march, u n t i l daybreak found us quartered i n 
some old barns, i n the town of Somberin. Major General George B. 
Duncan had assumed command of the D i v i s i o n at th i s time, having re­
lieved Brigadier General Evan M. Johnson, who had resumed his command 
of the 154th infantry Brigade. fe soon learned that a months inten­
sive training was i n store, under the d i r e c t i o n of the B r i t i s h 39th 
D i v i s i o n . 

It was here that the f i r s t eight c a s u a l i t i e s from the enemy f i r e ^ 
was i n f l i c t e d by a Boche bomb, which had dropped r i g h t i n our D i v i s i o n > 
al Headquarters. His a i r raids were coming thick and fast now and 
were of almost nightly occurence, shaking the ground around us l i k e 
j e l l y i n a big bowl. No time was l o s t by the B r i t i s h i n putting us 
through the paces and i t was quite h a r d a t f i r s t t o get into the swing 
of their t r a i n i n g . His bayonet d r i l l and his combat methods we found 
somewhat diff e r e n t to what we had learned, but i t was s t i l l more d i f ­
f i c u l t to become used to the B r i t i s h ration which invariably consisted 
of t e a , jam and cheese f o r breakfast, cheese, jam and tea for lunch 
and jam, tea and cheese for supper. Therefore the l o c a l estaminetes 
did a thriving business with the Yanks who with the aid of pocket 
dictionaries and many gestures, impressed upon the bewildered p r o p r i ­
etor that the hungry soldiers were very eager to buy!lbeaucoup o e u f s , 
pommes-de-terre and t w i c e as much vin-rouge?• 



The B r i t i s h non-coms had begun t o warm t o t h e i r t a s k and we 
* were h a r d a t i t d a i l y , l e a r n i n g a l l they knew o f d i f f e r e n t manouvres 

on the' d r i l l f i e l d s . At mess and a f t e r d r i l l h o urs we were r e g a l e d 
w i t h t h r i l l i n g t a l e s o f t h e i r p a r t i n the g r e a t b a t t l e that was g o i n g 
on, a c o m p a r a t i v e l y few m i l e s from us, and above a l l t hey seemed most 
anxious t o impress us w i t h the p o i n t that they were "fed-up"with the 
war. Soon, t o o , some o f us were to see f o r o u r s e l v e s what i t meant 
t o be up i n the l i n e , f o r o r d e r s had come t h a t s m a l l g r o u p s . o f our 
o f f i c e r s and men were to make t r i p s , which would l a s t s e v e r a l days, 
r i g h t up i n the f r o n t l i n e , 

1 was s t i l l B a t t a l i o n r u n n e r and was g r e a t l y e n v i e d by jgiany o f 
the boys, when they h e a r d t h a t 1 was a s s i g n e d t o 'go w i t h Major 'Nelson-, 
commander of. our B a t t a l i o n and the B a t t a l i o n A d j u t a n t , on the voyage 
of d i s c o v e r y . We l o s t no time i n g e t t i n g aboard the B r i t i s h l o r r i e s 
t h a t c a r r i e d us on this r a t h e r p e r i l o u s j o u r n e y , coming as c l o s e as 
p o s s i b l e to the l i n e , Which at t h i s time was j u s t beyond A r r a s . A l l 
during our r i d e the roads were being constantly shelled and on reaching 

C^. ; fee- destination, we were guided t o some dug-outs i n a trench, which c 

at the moment was held by a Scotch regiment. This trench was about 
f i v e feet deep and scarcely wide enough for two men to pass. The 
f l o o r was covered with duck-boards, to keep the feet dry as p o s s i b l e 
i n bad weather, undoubtedly for the purpose of preventing what i s 
known as Btrench-feet"• 

1 was welcomed by a j o l l y squad of k i l t e d Scotsmen i n the dug** 
^ out to which X had been assigned, who made me f e e l as c o m f o r t a b l e as 

could be under the circumstances. My f i r s t act was to a d j u s t my gas­
mask to an a l e r t position and give an extra tug at the strap under 
my chin that supported my t i n l i z z i e , then after unslinging my l i g h t 
combat pack and standing my i * l f l e c a r e f u l l y beside me, X was ready 
for whatever might come. Although 1 had heard countless stories of 
the big f i g h t since leaving Upton, I was always eager f o r more, so 
while two of my new acquaintances busied themselves k i l l i n g cooties 
and another cleaned h i s r i f l e , I l o s t no time i n plying them every 
conceivable question on the conduct of the war. Nor did these genial 
comrades ever t i r e of s a t i s f y i n g my c u r i o s i t y , by r e c i t i n g exciting 
accounts of attacks and counter attacks i n which they had participated 
without any attempt to stretch or overdo the s i t u a t i o n . They l a i d 
p a r t i c u l a r stress t o o , upon an e x p e c t e d German d r i v e w h i ch they f e l t 
was due any day, the n they went to g r e a t l e n g t h i n t e l l i n g how ready 
they were f o r i t . P o i n t i n g t o the camouflaged t a n k s s t a n d i n g s i l e n t l y 
b e h i n d the l i t t l e k n o l l s s c a t t e r e d near the t r e n c h e s , with p l e n t y o f 
ammunition and d e a d l y machine-guns ready f o r t h e i r work o f carnage 
and a warm r e c e p t i o n , t h e i r c o n f i d e n c e appeared but n a t u r a l . 

A l l this time our B a t t a l i o n commander a n d , h i s A d j u t a n t were 
s t u d i o u s l y e x a m i n i n g the t r e n c h system and l e a r n i n g the p l a n that was 
expe c t e d to h o l d back the Boche, 



MY f i r s t experience i n these ol©ge cramped q u a r t e r s was a s l e e p ­
l e s s one, f o r s c a r c e two h u n d r e d ^ ^ ^ " i n the r e a r o f us, a n o i s y b a t ­
t e r y o f 7 5 ? s c r a s h e d i n c e s s a n t l y , b e l c h i n g f o r t h sharp tongues of r o a r ­
i n g f l a m e , through the i n k y b l a c k n e s s o f the. l o n g n i g h t , w h i l e 1 s i l ­
ently m a r v e l l e d at the unconcern of those h ardy Scotchmen, who slum­
b e r e d and snored p e a c e f u l l y i n the d e a f e n i n g r o a r , u n t i l i t was f u l l 
d a y l i g h t b e f o r e the n e r v e - r a c k i n g s a l v o s had ceased and the e a r t h 
stopped q u a k i n g , a l l o w i n g my t i r e d b r a i n a chance t o shut out the scene 
i n a two hours nap. 

A f t e r s e v e r a l days of steady reconnoitering, we a g a i n turned back 
to our o u t f i t t o be g r e e t e d warmly and attempt t o answefe the thousands 
of q u e s t i o n s put t o u s , about the l i n e and i t s w e i r d but a t t r a c t i v e 
s u r r o u n d i n g s . Then came weeks o f more t r a i n i n g , i n which we f o u g h t 
sham b a t t l e s under the d i r e c t i o n of our B r i t i s h t a s k - m a s t e r s , t o be 
p r a i s e d , c o r r e c t e d and c r i t i c i s e d , a l l i n the same b r e a t h i t seemed, 
u n t i l we became t i r e d and weary of the whole t h i n g and l o n g e d t o go i t 
a l o n e . B r i t i s h t r a i n i n g , B r i t i s h marmalade and B r i t i s h cheese day I n 
and day o u t , had become more than monotonous and we ached for a r e a l 
honest-to-Grod American s e c t o r , i f one c o u l d be f o u n d , ready t© r e c e i v e 
t h e i r countrymen. Added t o t h i s the n o v e l t y of our e x p e r i e n c e s s i n c e 
we l e f t home had begun t o ebb and the t h o u g h t s o f those we had l e f t 
behind started to gnaw dail y with traces of homesickness, but suddenly 
joy d i s p e l l e d t h i s growing gloom for the welcome news that such a sec­
tor was waiting f o r us, with American comrades, American ways and Am­
erican smokes. What could be more soothing to th&£s^de jeoted dough­
boys? 

I t was a w i l l i n g crowd t h a t tumbled into those slow moving box­
cars and though t i r e d beyond expression, patiently rode across Prance 
i n the side door Pullmans, with their f a m i l i a r markings of "Hommes 40, 
Chevaux 8f> while from above, just to show his s p i r i t of good Kqmerade-
ship, the Boohe bombed us i n seeming glee. Though we did not know where 
we were going, s t i l l we were on our way and t h i s gave a chance to the 
rumor mongers to get busy again, so they t o l d us i t was I t a l y , or the 
shores of some Mediterranean camp, to which we paid l i t t l e or no at­
tention for we had other thoughts at present. 

To eat, l i v e and sleep i n a box-car for three days and nights, 
i s an experience In i t s e l f that would be hard to relate and can only 
be appreciated by one who has been packed i n with thirty-nine others 
on a s n a i l - l i k e j o u r n e y , w h ich i n America would have taken no l o n g e r 
t h a n t e n hours a t the most. F i n a l l y we derailed i n a v e r y small a n t ­
i q u a t e d town, to be started off on a two days hike which wound up i n 
Alsace-Lorrain, w i t h our entire D i v i s i o n c e n t e r e d around Rambervillers, 
where i t was g e n e r a l l y understood we would occupy a q u i e t s e c t o r , f o r 
i t had come t© our ears that the Forty-second was t o be r e l i e v e d . 



Cftapter v 9 

The B a c c a r a t S e c t o r * 

I t was a most e n c o u r a g i n g f e e l i n g a f t e r a l l the weary t r a i n i n g , 
manoeuvring and irksome t r a v e l , t o know we were a t l a s t c o n s i d e r e d 
f i t t o do our b i t i n the l i n e w i t h a r e g u l a r s o l d i e r s work I n war, 
f o r i t b e f e l l our l o t t o t a k e over a s e c t o r t h a t was h e l d j o i n t l y 
by the G i s t F r e n c h and the 42nd American D i v i s i o n s , These Fre n c h 
had h e l p e d w o n d e r f u l l y t o f a c i l i t a t e m a t t e r s , by h o l d i n g the e n t i r e 
l i n e u n t i l the r e l i e f was completed and the 42nd moved s a f e l y t o 
a n o t h e r f r o n t . Our D i v i s i o n and b r i g a d e h e a d q u a r t e r s s e t t l e d i n t h e 
town o f B a c c a r a t , t h e r e g i m e n t a l h e a d q u a r t e r s i n N e u f - l i a i s o n s and 
t h e b a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s s e t up im a p i n k c h a t e a u i n a town c a l l e d 
B a d i n v i l l e r , which was b u t a s h o r t d i s t a n c e from th e f r o n t l i n e 
t r e n c h e s . 

' ^---^lyerything was i n r e a d i n e s s and our f i r s t c o n t a c t w i t h the 
F r e n c h s o l d a t w i t h h i s months o f b i t t e r e x p e r i e n c e s proved a g r e a t 
h e l p t o our t h i r s t f o r i n f o r m a t i o n , r e g a r d l e s s o f how s m a l l or un­
i m p o r t a n t i t might seem. The shrewd German i n t e l l i g e n c e system had 
n o t been i d l e , nor caught napping and j u s t t o show7 they were very 
much awake, broke out a l a r g e banner from t h e i r o b s e r v a t i o n b a l l o o n 
w h i c h r e a d : "Grood-bye 42nd D i v i s i o n , welcome 77 t h . t t 

I went down to the l i n e w i t h t h e M a j o r , who s a t i s f i e d h i m s e l f 
t h a t company h e a d q u a r t e r s as w e l l as the p l a t o o n s , were p r o p e r l y 
l o c a t e d i n s u b - s e c t o r s and l i k e w i s e ' a s c e r t a i n i f the o u t p o s t s had beep) 
r i g h t l y s t a t i o n e d , t h i s done, I was d e t a i l e d t o r e p o r t to the r e g i m ­
e n t a l Commander, t h a t t h e f i r s t b a t t a l i o n was i n p o s i t i o n . As n i g h t 
approached, i t c o u l d e a s i l y be seen our men were on edge, f o r now 
e v e r y t h i n g they had a s s i m i l a t e d o f the a r t or f i n e s s e o f war s i n c e 
the days o f Camp Upton, was to be put t o t h e p r a c t i c a l c r u c i a l t e s t 
o f w o r t h i n e s s and h e r e we were, almost f a c e t o f a c e w i t h the enemy, 
a n x i o u s t o make a good showing. S i g n a l r o c k e t s were d i s t r i b u t e d , 
some meaning a p a t r o l , an a t t a c k o r the t i m e l y w a r n i n g o f a dreaded 
gas a t t a c k . In f a c t , everyone had some p a r t i c u l a r d uty t o perform 
t h o r o u g h l y , f o r the s l i g h t e s t s l i p - u p might mean t h e l o s s o f num­
erous l i v e s . 

B a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s had become a v e r i t a b l e b e e - h i v e , which 
k e p t me busy and on the j o b every minute w i t h my s t a f f o f r u n n e r s , 
who c o n s t a n t l y d e l i v e r e d messages o r brought i n r e p o r t s . 1© get as 
much as two hours s l e e p a t n i g h t was c o n s i d e r e d lucky.. 

I t was June 2 1 s t , t h a t marked our f i r s t p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the 
g r e a t event and the i n t r o d u c t i o n seemed w e i r d and e n t h r a l l i n g , To 
l o o k out over the top o f the t r e n c h i n t o the sea o f barb w i r e en­
tanglements , o r on beyond t o the unfathomed depths o f no-mansland, 
w h i c h a c r e s c e n t moon had bathed i n a s o f t mellow l i g h t , t h a t harm­
o n i z e d w i t h the i n t e n s e s t i l l n e s s . Not a sound was t o be heard on 
e i t h e r s i d e , not a 1 i v i n g t h i n g seemed t o move except the h u r r i e d 
s c u r r y of an o c c a s i o n a l t r e n c h r a t as I t s h i f t e d i t s p o s i t i o n * Was 
t h i s r e a l l y w^? Or was i t an ominous calm b e f o r e the storm? The 
men who were not on f i x e d p o s t moved about c a u t i o u s l y now and t h e n , 
as the d e a t h l i k e n i g h t passed hour a f t e r hour u n e v e n t f u l l y , then 
came the f i r s t welcome, l i g h t o f .nuvrning and w i t h i t , the extra, w e l -



come d e t a i l s b r i n g i n g i n h o t c o f f e e , bacon and b a r d - t a c k which those 
s i l e n t watchers ate w i t h a r e l i s h . D u r i n g the day we k e p t under cover 
as much as p o s s i b l e and a w a r n i n g b l a s t of the b u g l e was sounded when­
ever the Boche attempted t o come o v e r , which he d i d s e v e r a l times d a i l y 
and a l l those who happened t o be around or about, t o o k s h e l t e r i n some 
r u i n e d b u i l d i n g or b i l l e t . 

The Hun was e v i d e n t l y t r y i n g our n e r v e s , as the days c r e p t on and 
perhaps, t o o , we were g e t t i n g on h i s n e r v e s , i n e x p e c t a t i o n o f some­
t h i n g t h a t had not y e t appeared, so a t f o u r A. M. on the morning o f 
June 2 4 t h , he d e c i d e d t o g i v e us a r o y a l welcome and a t a s t e o f what he 
c o u l d do, by b e g i n n i n g a t e r r i f i c s h e l l i n g w h i ch c o n s i s t e d c h i e f l y o f 
mustard and phosgene g a s . D u r i n g t h i s a t t a c k he f i r e d some three t h o u s ­
and s h e l l s , a g r e a t p a r t o f which h i t B a d o n v l l l e r , w h i l e a number f e l l 
i n t h e l i n e . He worked what was known as a f*box B a r r a g e " , dropping a 
l i n e o f s h e l l s i n the f r o n t , w i t h a row t o t h e r i g h t and l e f t o f the 
s e c t o r and as t h i s b a r r a g e c r e p t a l o n g w i t h w o n d e r f u l a c c u r a c y , h i s 
i n f a n t r y f o l l o w e d i t . R i g h t i n t o our f r o n t l i n e he poured those s h e l l s , 
t hen h i s b a r r a g e would l i f t some f i f t y y a r d s , s i m u l t a n e o u s l y h i s men 
k e p t time w i t h measured pace, t o drop i n t o our f r o n t l i n e where they d i d 
c o n s i d e r a b l e damage w i t h hand grenades, among our boys who were exper-
i e n c i n g t h e i r f i r s t gas a t t a c k . 

F o r t h r e e l o n g hours he k e p t up an i n c e s s a n t s h e l l i n g and through 
i t a l l , we s u f f e r e d the agony of b e i n g compelled t o wear gas-masks. He 
had c u t a l l our communication l i n e s and the o n l y system l e f t us was t h e 
r u n n e r s . H i s a e r o p l a n e s t o o , had n o t been i d l e the w h i l e and one more 
d a r i n g than the r e s t f l e w d i r e c t l y over b a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s w i t h i t s 
machine-gunner p e p p e r i n g the e n t r a n c e and a l l around i t , besides- s e v e r a l 
s h e l l s had p i e r c e d the w a l l s , b u r s t i n g the p a r t i t i o n s and c e i l i n g s as 
though they were mere c a r d b o a r d . Day broke and t h e smoke had c l e a r e d 
somewhat, but the gas s t i l l hung h e a v i l y i n the a i r . Our n i g h t ! ex­
p e r i e n c e had c o s t us some e i g h t y men, most o f whom were gassed, not 
because they hadn* t put t h e i r masks on soon enough, b u t merely because 
they had removed them too s o o n . 

A g a i n I went up i n the l i n e w i t h the M a j o r , t o check up c a s u a l t i e s 
and see what a i d c o u l d be r e n d e r e d . We came a c r o s s our medical o f f i c e r , 
C a p t a i n Condon, not back i n h i s bomb-proof dugout, b u t r i g h t up i n t h e 
o u t p o s t s , s h i r t - s l e e v e s r o l l e d up t o h i s elbows and h i s arms covered 
w i t h the b l o o d o f our b o y s . We s h o r t l y a f t e r l o s t t h e s e r v i c e s o f t h i s 
g a l l a n t o f f i c e r , f o r w h i l e r i d i n g through the town o f F e n n e v i l l e r , 
t h r o u g h a heavy r a i n o f s h e l l s , he deemed i t s a f e r to t i e h i s horse and 
s t e p i n t o a h a l l , o f what was once a French d w e l l i n g . He had h a r d l y 
e n t e r e d when a s h e l l broke d i r e c t l y i n f r o n t o f the r u i n s and a f r a g ­
ment o f i t t o r e through the r e f u g e , s t r i k i n g h i s l e g and mangling i t so 
b a d l y he was kept from f u r t h e r duty f o r the b a l a n c e o f the war. Thus 
we l o s t a g a l l a n t o f f i c e r whose a c t i o n s were t y p i c a l o f the medical 
men, who took up h i s t a s k s when f a t e decreed t h a t he s h o u l d cease. 

What a g h a s t l y s i g h t g r e e t e d u s . The dead p a r t l y d i s c o l o r e d from 
the d e a d l y fumes the Boche took such d e l i g h t i n u s i n g . We were c o n s t a n t 
l y making room f o r the s t r e t c h e r b e a r e r s c a r r y i n g t hose who were to r e ­
c e i v e f i r s t a i d i n the f i e l d h o s p i t a l s . Some showed l i t t l e s i g n s of 
l i f e , o t h e r s begged f o r a c i g a r e t t e - ' o r a - d r i n k , w h i l e now and then came 
groans o f agony. T h i s e x p e r i e n c e l e f t a moral and t a u g h t us a man's 
two b e s t f r i e n d s i n t h i s war were h i s r i f l e and gas-mask. 



D u r i n g the f o l l o w i n g day, most o f our time was consumed i n re-
• p a i r i n g the t r e n c h e s and b u r y i n g the dead, which was a d i f f i c u l t 
t a s k , f o r the Hun k e p t s e n d i n g over h i g h e x p l o s i v e s h e l l s , which con** 
stantly b u r s t over the heads of the' b u r y i n g d e t a i l i n the l i t t l e cem­
etery that l a y j u s t n o r t h o f the devastated v i l l a g e o f Badonviller. 

Rumor had s p r e a d of a g r e a t e r a t t a c k , and that n i g h t i t was 
thought b e s t t o move b a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s from i t s s h a t t e r e d p o s i t i o n 
i n the p i n k c h a t e a u , t o Pexonne, a d i s t a n c e o f about two m i l e s , that 
took us through T r t i a t was f o r m e r l y the town o f Fenneviller, which at 
t h i s time was b u t a mass o f r u i n s w i t h h a r d l y a w a l l more than t h r e e 
f e e t h i g h s t i l l s t a n d i n g , but these r u i n s made an e x c e l l e n t h i d i n g 
p l a c e f o r some o f the a r t i l l e r y who had r e l i e v e d the F r e n c h . The 
t e r r a i n o f the s e c t o r was p a r t i c u l a r l y s u i t e d f o r the t r a i n i n g o f a 
new d i v i s i o n , i t s h i l l y , woody c o u n t r y a f f o r d i n g e x c e l l e n t opportun­
i t i e s for d e v e l o p i n g the i n e x p e r i e n c e d by p r a c t i c a l manoeuvres, which 
were h e l d by each b a t t a l i o n i n t u r n , w h i l e another would be h o l d i n g 
the l i n e . The wooded spots a f f o r d e d g r e a t p r o t e c t i o n f o r our su p p l y 
t r a i n s , w h i l e from a n o b s e r v a t i o n p o s t , c o u l d be seen the peaks o f 
the Vosges mountains i n the d i s t a n c e , whose w h i t e roads s t o o d out and 
r a n t h r o u g h the h i l l s l i k e ribbons.. 

About m i d n i g h t on the t h i r d o f J u l y , word came t h a t the Boche 
was expected t o a t t a c k i n f o r c e and a "stand-to" was o r d e r e d w i t h 
e v e r y man i n the D i v i s i o n ready from two A. M. u n t i l daybreak, w i t h 
h i s combat pack and extra banderliers o f ammunition, ready to move on 
a seconds notice, i n support of those holding the l i n e . July fourth 
was celebrated i n Bertracharaps, by singing p a t r i o t i c songs and the 
holding of meetings by those i n the support position, which was a few 
kilometers behind the front l i n e . My duties at this time, i n addition 
to h a v i n g charge of the runners, was t o report by f i e l d telephone ^| 
every morning just before daybreak, by saying: "Pexone 264" which ;* 
meant that a l l was quiet and that no attack had come that night• 

Rapid progress was made i n the course of training and the p a t r o l s 
that were sent out at night accomplished a great deal, to reconnoiter 
No-mans land i n the darkness, always moving cautiously, ever on the 
a l e r t for the s l i g h t e s t sound, dropping motionless as the e n e m y f l a r e s 
went up, or as the r a t - t a t - t a t - of his machine guns sweeping space 
was heard. Sometimes a few of the men found i t wise on discovering 
they were spotted, to seek the shelter o f a shell-hole, where they 
remained motionless a l l the next day, u n t i l night and the cover of 
darkness allowed them to return. Several enemy patrols had been shot 
up b a d l y on v a r i o u s o c c a s i o n s . 

On Sunday afternoon, July 21st, Captain Barrett, of another reg­
iment of our d i v i s i o n attempted a patrol with 54 men f o r the purpose 
o f t a k i n g p r i s o n e r s i n broad d a y l i g h t . He and h i s l i t t l e f o l l o w i n g -
marched boldly across No-mans land, right through the enemy's w i r e , 
which they had c u t . A l l of this was accomplished w i t h o u t a mishap 
or shot being f i r e d , then when about to enter the woods beyond the 
wire, vthe sudden blast of a German b u g l e , brought a n attack from a l l 
sides. R i f l e , machine-gun a n d hand grenade f i r e from a t least two 
companies of the Boche f a i r l y rained on them. 



The f i g h t was t e r r i f i c d u r i n g the s h o r t time i t l a s t e d and 
though outnumbered many times, our men fought l i k e i n f u r i a t e d demons, 
combined with a steadiness and courage that was remarkable under t h e 
circumstances # The fearless Captain Barrett was k i l l e d w h i l e v a l i a n t ­
l y d i r e c t i n g h i s men i n t h i s unequal o n s l a u g h t and b u t twenty-one 
a l l t o l d , r e t u r n e d , the majority of whom were b a d l y wounded. P r e v ­
ious t o t h i s attempted coup, our p a t r o l s had from time to t i m e , piercer 
the^enemy :s t e r r i t o r y beyond the second l i n e w i t h o u t apparent oppos­
i t i o n and t h i s a t t a c h i n such numbers showed a growing contempt on 
our p a r t , that proved a sad e x p e r i e n c e d e a r l y p a i d f o r , with a l e s s o n 
t h a t t a u g h t g r e a t e r r e s p e c t f o r l i v e s i n the f u t u r e . 

I t was an i n t e r e s t i n g s i g h t on a c l e a r day t o watch our observ­
ation b a l l o o n s s o a r i n g f a r up i n the sky, the eyes o f our r e g i m e n t , 
who were p r o v i n g an i n v a l u a b l e a i d and a n e c e s s a r y a s s e t to the s y s ­
tem o f g e t t i n g f i r s t hand and minute r e p o r t s by l o c a t i n g the enemy 1s 
a r t i l l e r y , r a t i o n and ammunition dumps, and any movement beyond h i s 
l i n e s . I f these.movements appeared heavy t o our men a l o f t , such as 
might l e a d t o the i n d i c a t i o n o f a r e l i e f o f h i s t r o o p s i n the l i n e , 
a s i g n a l from them would s t a r t our a r t i l l e r y w o r k i n g i n s t a n t l y w i t h 
a c o n s t a n t ancl . ' l i t e r a l . . s h e l l i n g . As the enemy undisputedly c o n t r o l l e d 
the a i r , these men h e l d an unenviable p o s i t i o n and our antl a i r - g u n s 
were k e p t busy k e e p i n g the Boche a i r sharks as h i g h i n the heavens 
as p o s s i b l e and out o f range o f our f a i t h f u l watchmen. A c h e e r o f 
d e l i g h t was always the s i g n a l t h a t one o f these Hun p l a n e s had met 
i t s W a t e r l o o at the hands o f our guns, perhaps at some enormous 
h e i g h t , t o t u r n over s l o w l y a t f i r s t l i k e a wounded b i r d , then shoot 
t o e a r t h w i t h the speed o f an a r r o w . Such a s i g h t 1 w i t n e s s e d a t 
Chapelle, where the wrecked objec t lay shattered and torn, as our 
men crowded about eagerly. The h o r r i b l y mutilated bodies of the 
P i l o t and his Observer caught i n the wreckage was an awe i n s p i r i n g 
sight not soon forgotten. 

• • Although this sector was considered a comparatively quiet one, 
our machine-guns found excellent training on various nights, by put­
t i n g a harrassing f i r e of several thousand rounds, on some pa r t i c u l a r 
post or stronghold of the enemy. My runner s t a f f had gained remark­
able experience too, i n delivering messages under heavy f i r e to and 
from the l i n e and never f a i l e d when the occasion arose to show the 
ben e f i c i a l effect of t h e i r now p r a c t i c a l knowledge. 

There were other t h i n g s b e s i d e s the enemy, that were dreaded 
w i t h s l i g h t l y l e s s r e g a r d . My b a t t a l i o n was i n the s u p p o r t p o s i t i o n , 
l o c a t e d i n a l i t t l e v i l l a g e t h a t was b u r i e d i n the f o r e s t and known ft 
as 'Ker-er-vor, I t c o n s i s t e d of about seventy s m a l l shacks b u i l t of 
l o g s and l i m b s of t r e e s , t h a t had been cut down t o make a c l e a r i n g . 
Ife found this p l a c e l i t e r a l l y i n f e s t e d with r a t s and vermin o f every 
d e s c r i p t i o n and a f t e r two n i g h t s of h a r r o w i n g e x p e r i e n c e s ^ along came 
our o l d enemy " C o o t i e " , who now a t t a c k e d i n massed f o r m a t i o n . 



To s l e e p under a b a r r a g e o f shot and s h e l l was easy, h u t t o he 
covered w i t h t h e s e p e s t s meant a. s l e e p l e s s - n i g h t and. a f t e r an hour or 
so o f scratching and h u n t i n g , we w o u l d o f t e n t u r n our s h i r t s i n s i d e 
out i n sheer desperation and t o the bewitching sound o f scurrying 
rodents, f i n a l l y dose o f f I n sound r e p o s e , I remember q u i t e c l e a r l y 
one n i g h t , t h a t I placed my helmet on top o f two boxes o f hard-tack 
t o be used as a p i l l o w , but the r a t s with a r a r e show o f cleverness 
a t e the c o n t e n t s o f one o f the boxes from under my head, -without d i s ­
turbing a h a i r , or -my slumber. While t h i s p l a c e may have had i t s disad­
vantages, I t also h e l d a l i t t l e charm f o r the men, w h i c h today they c a n 
appreciate at home w h i l e i n a reminiscent mood, f o r down i n a l i t t l e 
gulley, j u s t b e h i n d Ker-er-ver, t h e F r e n c h had a wine-shop b u r i e d i n 
the rocks and those o f us who had a few francs, never missed a chance 
to g e t a drink o f wine or a bottle of champagne. 

Our s t a y of six weeks i n the Baccarat sector, was drawing t o a 
close and l a t e one night i n July, under the cover of darkness our r e ­
l i e f by the 37th D i v i s i o n , a Western o u t f i t , was successfully completed. 
¥e f e l t l i k e veterans and a t r i f l e important coming out of the l i n e and' 
took every opportunity to t e l l our r e l i e f s a l l we knew of No-Mans Land. 
To be sure we were veterans, for hadn*t we heard the screech of s h e l l s , 
been under deadly f i r e , seen the enemy * s colored f l a r e s and gone through 
a gas a t t a c k ? 

In turning over the position to the 37th, we f e l t too, that they 
owed us a small portion of gratitude for leaving them clean quarters, 
for each man of us, was morally c e r t a i n we were carrying away every 
n Coo t i e 1 1 i n the Baccarat sector. 



^ ^ *** 

Chapter Y I . 
The Y e s i e , 

E a r l y August saw us h i k i n g a g a i n on the way t o Charmes, where 
the promise o f another j o y - r i d e i n those now famous F r e n c h s i d e -
door a b o m i n a t i o n s , was g r e e t e d w i t h a n y t h i n g but a welcome a n t i c i p ­
a t i o n . Somehow the i m p r e s s i o n had g a i n e d ground t h a t a f t e r the 
st r e n o u s s i x weeks spent i n the B a c c a r a t s e c t o r , we were a t l e a s t 
e n t i t l e d t o a r e s t which every man f e l t was c l e a r l y w e l l earned.' 
But, a l a s , ' how l i t t l e the s o l d i e r r e a l l y knows o f w a r f s demand was 
soon d i s c o v e r e d on our a r r i v a l a t Oharmes, which proved but another 
l i n k i n t h e c h a i n o f d i s a p p o i n t i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s , f o r here we found 
a w a i t i n g our coming, t r a i n s o f f l a t c a r s t h a t mounted a n t i - a i r - c r a f t . 
guns, a f i t t i n g reminder which b a n i s h e d .with dismay, a l l i d e a s o f a 
l u l l i n p r o c e e d i n g s or even a s h o r t r e s p i t e . 

So i t was not l o n g b e f o r e we a g a i n took up the t h r e a d o f our 
seeming never e n d i n g j o u r n e y , t h i s time headed west i n a d i r e c t l i n e 
w i t h the f r o n t and i n the u n p l e a s a n t two day's r i d e t h a t f o l l o w e d , 
manygreat F r e n c h camps and hangars were p a s s e d . There was s c a n t 
doubt i n the most o p t o m i s t i c minds amongst us, "but t h a t we were i n f o r 
i t a g a i n and must be b a t t i e - b o u n d , as i n d e e d we were, b u t t h i s time 
to a. p l a c e t h a t was d e s t i n e d t o become a memorial h i s t o r y-making s p o t , 
and l a t e r w i d e l y known as the " h e l l - h o l e v a l l e y " , the V e s l e , a name • 
w e l l e arned, f o r here war had s e t t h e stage f o r an i n f e r n o , w i t h e v e r y 
d e v i l i s h d e v i c e and embellishment known to the a r t . 

A s l u g g i s h stream formed p a r t o f the towns scenery and had 
been d i g n i f i e d by b e i n g d e s i g n a t e d as the R i v e r Y e s l e , T h i s body of 
water I f e l t a s s u r e d would never have earned the cognomen back home, 
f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n d i s c l o s e d the f a c t t h a t i t was but t h i r t y f e e t wide 
at i t * s b r o a d e s t expanse, and i t s g r e a t e s t depth but t e n , s t i l l i t 
had f u r n i s h e d a grand b a r r i e r f o r German i n g e n u i t y . Beneath i t s i n ­
nocent s u r f a c e t h e r e l u r k e d every c o n c e i v a b l e form o f o b s t r u c t i o n , 
f o r the Hun had l e f t i t s t o c k e d g e n e r o u s l y w i t h s p i k e - l i k e c o n t r i v ­
ances o f s t e e l , around which was i n t e r w o v e n t h i c k b arbed w i r e t h a t 
made any attempt t o swim or f o r d i t a f o o l h a r d y a c t , b o r d e r i n g on 
the i m p o s s i b l e . 

The s e c t o r t o wliicbL-,we were now a s s i g n e d was a l m o s t p a r a l l e l 
w i t h t h i s r i v e r , from^Mont.)Notre Dame, S a i n t T h i o a u t and a l o n g through. 
Y i l l e Sayoye i n the d i r e c t i o n o f F i s i n e s , to the r e a r of which l a y 
the v i l l a g e s o f Mount S a i n t M a r t i n and C h e r y - C h a r t r e u v e . P r e v i o u s 
to our a r r i v a l , the d i v i s i o n s t h a t h©,d p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the g r e a t 
C h a t e a u - T h i e r r y d r i v e , had been r e l i e v e d J a y j j t h e S i x t y - s e c o n d French 
and F o u r t h American d i v i s i o n s . W i t h o u t (myeli) d e l a y we were p i l e d a-
board the Chamions (French motor t r u c k s ) ~ " a r i v e n by F r e n c h t e r r i t o r i a l s 
who proved themselves an i n t e r e s t i n g l o t as they j a b b e r e d away between 
themselves b e f o r e we s t a r t e d . T h e i r d a r k s k i n s and ( c o a l b l a c k t e e t h ) 
g i v i n g them an almo s t hideous and r e p u l s i v e appearance, but to which 
we soon became accustomed, On and on, bumped the swaying Camions, 
over r u t s , s t o n e s and s h e l l - t o r n r o a d s , through the once m a g n i f i c e n t 
C h a t e a u - T h i e r r y , which now h e l d naught o f ' t h e calm and beauty' o f 
peace, b u t i n sad c o n t r a s t d i s c l o s e d what 'was l e f t o f s t a t e l y b a t t e r e d 



b u i l d i n g s , whose d i s f i g u r e d w a l l s were but s i l e n t monuments and mute 
evidence o f the t e r r i f i c s t r u g g l e and t e r r i b l e havoc wrought i n a few 
s h o r t weeks before. A l l a l o n g the r o a d s s t i l l l a y where they had 
f a l l e n i n death's agony, the. mangled c a r c a s s e s o f a n i m a l s , combined 
w i t h equipment o f e v e r y c o n c e i v a b l e d e s c r i p t i o n s c a t t e r e d along our 
r o u t e i n wild d i s o r d e r . The l i t t l e cemetery t h a t we passed showed 
too, the f r e s h c l a y o f many newly dug g r a v e s , f o r e - r u n n e r s o f the'days 
to come, t h a t h e l d f o r us n o t h i n g s h o r t o f a g r i m s t r u g g l e ahead w i t h 
a t i r e l e s s enemy. Then a g a i n the s u r r o u n d i n g s opened b r i g h t e r s p o t s , 
i n the v i s i b l e signs of the h a s t y r e t r e a t the Boche had made and seemed 
the o n l y o a s i s i n t h i s l a n d of d e v a s t a t i o n and sorrow, t h a t buoyed our 
s p i r i t s w i t h a c h e e r f u l spasm. 

At Fere-en-Tardenois, where we f i n a l l y camped, the odor t h a t a r o s e 
from the dead, b o t h man and b e a s t , was n a u s e a t i n g and almost unbear­
a b l e and added w o e f u l l y to the g e n e r a l s u r r o u n d i n g s . J u s t t o the s o u t h 
l a y the r a i l r o a d , w i t h broken and t w i s t e d r a i l s and what remained of a 
German ammunition dump, where s h e l l s were s t i l l c a r e f u l l y s t a c k e d , with 
d i f f e r e n t markings n e a t l y a r r a n g e d , I h a t a l o s s t o the Hun and p r i z e 
f o r the Yank 1, Here the i n c e s s a n t booming o f the h e a v i e s c o u l d be d i s ­
t i n c t l y h e ard and the humid August n i g h t s , c u r s e d by the plague o f t h e 
c o o t i e s and the e a r - s p l i t t i n g s h e l l i n g , became s l e e p l e s s ones except 
to the t h o r o u g h l y e x h a u s t e d . 

D e s p i t e t h i s however, daybreak would see us out a g a i n on the 
f i e l d , manoeuvring and and t r a i n i n g under a s c o r c h i n g sun and i t was 
about noon on t h e t h i r d day, d u r i n g one o f t h e s e s e s s i o n s , t h a t o r d e r s 
suddenly came from D i v i s i o n Headquarters w h ich had been s e t up a t 
Chateau Bruyere on the main r o a d between Fere-en-Tardenois and M a r e u i l -
en-Dole, t h a t we were to assemble a t once and make ready t o go i n t o 
a c t i o n on a moments n o t i c e . I t took but a few minutes t o g e t the 
s c a t t e r e d companies t o g e t h e r , as they were h a r d a t i t p r a c t i c i n g open 
order work beyond th e r i v e r Gurcq. With companies formed we were 
r u s h e d back t o camp where a h a s t i l y p r e p a r e d mess a w a i t e d u s . 

T h i s over and the e n t i r e camp p o l i c e d , e v e r y t h i n g was i n r e a d ­
iness f o r the move. With r i f l e s c l e a n e d and bayonets p o l i s h e d our 
ammunition was now checked up and a r e s t l e s s s p i r i t became apparent, 
u n t i l toward dusk we were sent on our way, as o r d e r s had come for us 
to t a ke a s u p p o r t p o s i t i o n a l o n g the Cherry-Chartrauve r o a d . In 
s i n g l e f i l e s and w i t h e x t r a i n s t r u c t i o n s t o make the l e a s t n o i s e pos­
s i b l e , and a s t r i c t o r d e r t o get under c o y e r and r emain m o t i o n l e s s 
s h o u l d a Boche p l a n e come over, we wound our way through a dense p a t c h 
of woods, past the camouflaged p o s i t i o n s o f our a r t i l l e r y , u n t i l j u s t 
about dark an ©pen f i e l d was r e a c h e d t h a t had t o be c r o s s e d i n o r d e r 
to g e t t o our o b j e c t i v e . Here we h a l t e d f o r a few moments, f o r F r i t z 1 s 
h e a v i e s were b r e a k i n g with marvelous a c c u r a c y r i g h t i n the f i e l d hardly 
yards a p a r t . I t was a hazardous u n d e r t a k i n g and the f e e l i n g t h a t 
comes as you a w a i t your Iturn to gamble w i t h l i f e through t h i s h a i l of 



s h r i e k i n g s h e l l s i s h a r d t o d e s c r i b e , but as man a f t e r man ahead o f 
you makes the t r i p s u c c e s s f u l l y , you seem t o r e g a i n a renewed f e e l ­
i n g o f a s s u r a n c e t h a t you t o o , w i l l be l u c k y . \Bo w i t h . a f i n a l word 
to my s t a f f o f r u n n e r s t o f o l l o w the man ahead b f him a t a d i s t a n c e 
of t e n y a r d s , I went o f f a c r o s s the open f i e l d w i t h the r e s t . 

With the s c r e e c h of each German s h e l l the l i n e would h e s i t a t e 
f o r an i n s t a n t , j u s t to make sure where i t was g o i n g to l a n d , t h e n 
on and on a g a i n , u n t i l f i n a l l y the e n t i r e b a t t a l i o n was assembled i n 
the r o a d . But the Hun was hammering t h i s r o a d good and h a r d and 
h u r r i e d o r d e r s came f o r every man t o d i g h i m s e l f i n a l o n g the banks 
t h a t f a c e d the l i n e . With b a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s I n the c e n t e r , and 
A and D companies t o the r i g h t , w h i l e B and 0 k e p t t o the l e f t o f u s , 
the gas guards were p o s t e d and oufW k i t c h e n s s e t i n p l a c e , we a n x i o u s l y 
a w a i t e d f u r t h e r o r d e r s . 

We had j u s t about f i n i s h e d our d i g g i n g - i n t a s k , when a s t u r d y 
l i t t l e mule d r a w i n g a s m a l l l i m b e r , p u l l e d up b o l d l y i n f r o n t o f b a t ­
t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s w i t h some s i g n a l equipment. I had the r u n n e r s 
h e l p t o u n l o a d i t almost b e f o r e t h e . c ^ J v e r ^ w a s o f f the animals back, 
^ ' ' e v i r y o n e ' w a s ' a M o u s t o see him o f f a g a i n t o the s u p p l y dump, s e e ­
i n g t h a t he made too good a t a r g e t i n the l i g h t o f the f u l l moon t h a t 
had bathed the s u r r o u n d i n g s i n a c l e a r mellow s c r e e n . H a r d l y h a l f 
of the burden had been removed, when suddenly the b l i n d i n g f l a s h and 
s c r e e c h o f a w e l l aimed s h e l l , s t r u c k n o t many yards away from the 
nervous mule, d i r e c t l y i n f r o n t of him, I d i d n t remember much t h a t 
happened f o r the n e x t few seconds, but I was q u i t e p o s i t i v e my e a r ­
drums had been s h a t t e r e d , s t i l l I was t h a n k f u l t o be a l i v e as I w i g ­
g l e d and wormed my way out o f the up-churned e a r t h o f the bank, i n t o 
w hich I had been thrown, f u l l y f i v e f e e t away and l e a r n e d w i t h d e l i g h t 
t h a t none o f u s , not even f r i e n d mule, had been touched by the f l y i n g 
f r agments, so we renewed our j o b o f u n l o a d i n g w i t h h a s t y v i g o r , a l l 
the more a n x i o u s to be r i d o f the d r i v e r and h i s l i t t l e o u t f i t , 

At t h r e e A. M., the n e x t morning, our f a i t h f u l gas s e n t i n e l 
awoke us and f o r f u l l y an hour the Boche t o r e up the ground around us 
w i t h h i s mustard-gas s h e l l s . For some unknown r e a s o n f i f t y men o f 
B company were b a d l y burned from t h i s p o i s o n , b u t f o r t u n a t e l y n o t 
one i n t e r n a l l y , so the u n f o r t u n a t e s s t r i p p e d t o the w a i s t , w a i t e d 
p a t i e n t l y t h e i r t u r n i n the l i t t l e ambulance t h a t was making many 
p e r i l o u s t r i p s up and down the r o a d t o take them back f o r t r e a t m e n t , 
f o r t h e i r ' b o d i e s were s c a r l e t and b a d l y b l i s t e r e d . 

A f t e r a few n i g h t s i n t h i s p o s i t i o n , s e v e r a l o f the o f f i c e r s 
were sent up the l i n e , which a t t h i s time was I n V i l l a Savoy, t o g e t 
a g e n e r a l i d e a o f the l a y o f the p o s i t i o n s and t e r r a i n f o r we were due 
to r e l i e v e the b a t t a l i o n then h o l d i n g the f r o n t l i n e . While the o f ­
f i c e r s were h o l d i n g , a c o n f e r e n c e i n f r o n t o f a l a r g e c a v e , a w h i z z -
bang coming w i t h the a c c u r a c y and speed of an arrow, j u s t g r a z e d t h e i r 
heads and s t r u c k a g a i n s t t h e mouth o f the s h e l t e r w i t h a c r a s h , Ant­
i c i p a t i n g more, would f o l l o w , f o u r o f the o f f i c e r s f e l l f l a t on t h e i r 
stomachs, w h i l e the o t h e r t h r e e made f o r the opening,• o n l y to r u n 
d i r e c t l y i n the p a t h o f the n e x t m i s s i l e and i n s t a n t d e a t h . 



I t was w i t h heavy h e a r t s , the l i t t l e band o f the s u r v i v o r s o f t h e 
r j e e o n n o i t e r i n g p a r t y r e t u r n e d , to r e l a t e the sad e x p e r i e n c e which s p r e a d 
throughout the r a n k s l i k e w i l d f i r e , e a s t i n g a momentary s p e l l o f gloom 
o v e r . t h e o u t f i t . C a p t a i n B e l v e d e r e Brooks who commanded Company.D, was 
one' o f the u n f o r t u n a t e s to meet h i s doom t h a t n i g h t ; hut war i s a c o l d ­
b l o o d e d p r o p o s i t i o n a t b e s t and the r o u t i n e l i f e o f ' a s o l d i e r a l l o t s 
l i t t l e or no time f o r mourning, so t h i n g s i n g e n e r a l c a r r y on w i t h t h e 
same m e t h o d i c a l p r e c i s i o n , r e g a r d l e s s o f c a s u a l t i e s or c o n d i t i o n s , where 
the c a l l o f carnage r e i g n s supreme. 

The Headquarters Company was made up o f f i v e p l a t o o n s - namely, 
r u n n e r s , s i g n a l - m e n , one pound cannon 'crews, s t o k e s and t r e n c h - m o r t o r 
p l a t o o n s . The s i g n a l - m e n were a s s i g n e d t o the d i f f e r e n t b a t t a l i o n s , as 
w e l l as the one pound cannon men, s t o k e s and t r e n c h - m o r t o r c o n t i n g e n t , 
w h i l e the f i r s t p l a t o o n f u r n i s h e d the' r u n n e r s , stenographers and c l e r k s 
f o r d i v i s i o n and r e g i m e n t a l h e a d q u a r t e r s , so w i t h a l l the men i n the 
company a s s i g n e d t o some d e t a i l , we f o u n d C a p t a i n W h i t l e s s l e y a t t h i s 
time was r e a l l y a C a p t a i n w i t h o u t a company, d e t a i l e d on s p e c i a l d u t y 
a t r e g i m e n t a l h e a d q u a r t e r s , where he was known as the "paper man" or 
one who had charge o f d i f f e r e n t r e g i m e n t a l o r d e r s a t the b a t t a l i o n P. 0. 
( P o s t o f jommand) up i n the 1 i n e . 

Our a t t e n t i o n was now t u r n e d to V i l l a Savoy, which l a y a b o u t . t h r e e 
K i l o m e t e r s ahead of our p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n , a l o n g the C h e r r y - C h a r t r a u v e 
r o a d , and i n view o f e x p e c t e d o r d e r s to r e l i e v e the b a t t a l i o n i n l i n e , 
X was i n s t r u c t e d tG keep a runner i n r e a d i n e s s t o every company, so t h a t 
no time would be l o s t and the r e l i e f made w i t h o u t a h i t c h . T h i s o r d e r 
f i n a l l y came about two A. II. w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n s , t o have the r e l i e f com-' 
p l e t e d and the b a t t a l i o n i n l i n e b e f o r e daybreak, so we l o s t no time i n 
s t a r t i n g the j o u r n e y i n s i n g l e f i l e , e v e r y man ready f o r a n y t h i n g th a t , 
might happen and t r u s t i n g t o l u c k . F i r s t we came upon a dense p a t c h of 
woods, then out a g a i n t o an open s t r e t c h o f f i e l d o f p o s s i b l y two t h o u s -
and y a r d s , p a s s i n g t h e r u i n s o f two g r e a t hangars t h a t were s t i l l draw­
i n g the f i r e o f German s h e l l s , and as the f l a r e s o f the Boche would 
l i g h t up the s u r r o u n d i n g s , h u r r i e d w h i s p e r s t o l i e m o t i o n l e s s passed up 
and down our t h i n l i n e , u n t i l l a t e r word came from the head of the c o l ­
umn t o c o n t i n u e . The f l a m e s from a b u r n i n g ammunition dump, added t o 
the b r i g h t n e s s o f t h e s u r r o u n d i n g s w h i c h hampered^us some, u n t i l the 
c o l d g r e y dawn f o r c e d i t s way t h r o u g h the thickc'Iianing "smoke and haze o f 
the n i g h t * s h a r a s s i n g a r t i l l e r y a c t i v i t y , l e a v i n g u s t o s l i d e i n t o t h e 
funk h o l e s w i t h a s i g h o f r e l i e f f o r we had a c c o m p l i s h e d our m i s s i o n 
s u c c e s s f u l l y w i t h o u t a c a s u a l t y . 

What a p r i v i l e g e t o r e l a x from the nervous t e n s i o n , t o know, t l i a t a t 
l e a s t t h i s much o f the job was completed, and i t i s s u r p r i s i n g ' t h i s - f e e d ­
i n g o f s a t i s f a c t i o n c o u p l e d w i t h s a f e t y s h o u l d e x i s t i n * f a c e o f the know­
l e d g e t h a t we were a t the moment op p o s i n g the 1 7 t h , 29th and &16th d i v ­
i s i o n s o f the German r e g u l a r army, combined w i t h the F o u r t h P r u s s i a n 
Guards, u n d e n i a b l y q u i t e a f o r m i d a b l e a r r a y , f o r one l o n e Tank d i v i s i o n 
t o cope, and whose o r d e r s were t o d r i v e 'these Huns from t h e i r l o f t y 
p o s i t i o n on the h e i g h t s , a c r o s s the V e s l e . 

I was s h a r i n g my f u n k - h o l e w i t h two o f my r u n n e r s , c l o s e to the 
h o l e i n the ground from which b a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s would f u n c t i o n . Two 
of the companies took a p o s i t i o n . i n the v a l l e y a l o n g the r a i l r o a d t r a c k , . 
w h i l e two more .dug i n on the s i d e o f the h i l l t o the l e f t of V i l l a . Savoy, 
and we were a l l s e t f o r the t a s k o f d i s l o d g i n g the enemy. 



From I l l s p o s i t i o n i n the h i l l s he hah the advantage of a command­
i n g view of the e n t i r e - v a l l e y , w h i c h he k e p t l i b e r a l l y s a t u r a t e d w i t h 
igas a l l d u r i n g our s t a y . H i s airmen t o o , c o n t r o l l e d the s i t u a t i o n 
'much to our d i s c o m f o r t , f o r when one of them took a. p o s i t i o n over us 
and t h e i r o b s e r v a t i o n men gave, h i s a r t i l l e r y our l o c a t i o n , i t was only, 
a matter o f seconds b e f o r e the whizz-bangs and h i g h e x p l o s i v e s h e l l s 
came c r a s h i n g c l o s e t o u s , too c l o s e i n f a c t f o r c o m f o r t . To e x i s t 
a t a l l , i t was found n e c e s s a r y to l i v e l i k e an a n i m a l , c r a w l i n g on 
a l l f o u r s from p l a c e t o p l a c e , momentarily e x p e c t i n g any second might 
be your l a s t , f o r t o s t a n d up was c o u r t i n g c e r t a i n d e a t h . T h i s s h e l l -
i n g , machine-gun and g a s - f i r e k e p t up i n c e s s a n t l y and s e v e r a l time s 
i t was found n e c e s s a r y t o send r e - i n f o r o e i n e n t s t o our f r o n t l i n e com­
p a n i e s , who were b e i n g shot up b a d l y , but n o t w i t h o u t g i v i n g a good 
account of t h e m s e l v e s , by i n f l i c t i n g a number o f c a s u a l t i e s among t h e 
enemy p a t r o l s and o u t - p o s t s . 

I n every b a t t l e , s l i g h t or heavy, t h e r e i s always ome episode., 
some d i s t i n g u i s h i n g mark, t h a t f a s t e n s i t t o memory, t h e r e f o r e one 
s t i l l v i v i d i n my mind, came when another b a t t a l i o n was r e l i e v i n g us 
and we were t o take a s u p p o r t p o s i t i o n . The n i g h t was p i t c h b l a c k -
an i d e a l one f o r t h e purpose - and the f r o n t ' had been c o m p a r a t i v e l y 
q u i e t f o r a few h o u r s , when j u s t as. the new b a t t a l i o n began t o f i l t e r 
i n and we were c l i m b i n g out o f our funk h o l e s , a sudden and t e r r i f i c 
e l e c t r i c a l storm broke over our heads, l i g h t i n g up the v a l l e y and t h e 
e n t i r e s i d e o f the h i l l on which we were l o c a t e d , showing i n b o l d r e ­
l i e f t h rough the shades o f n i g h t , t he f i g u r e s o f every man as he moved. 
The Hun was q u i c k t o t a k e advantage o f the s i t u a t i o n and the opportun­
i t y i t a f f o r d e d , t o g i v e us a -severe s h e l l i n g and f o r the next - f o r t y 
minutes he f a i r l y peppered us w i t h every k i n d of ammunition he pos­
s e s s e d . I t was a c o n f u s i n g and c r i t i c a l p o s i t i o n , f o r the two b a t ­
t a l i o n s , as they l a y f l a t and m o t i o n l e s s on t h e i r stomachs, w h i l e r a i n 
came down i n t o r r e n t s d r e n c h i n g us t o the s k i n , s t i l l our morale was 
p e r f e c t through i t a l l , f o r a t the command o f one of the o f f i c e r s f o r 
the f i r s t b a t t a l i o n t o f o r w a r d , every man s t o o d up i n t h i s h a i l of 
b u l l e t s and f o l l o w e d the man ahead o f him u n f l i n c h i n g l y , a c r o s s the 
open f i e l d , upon .which the enemy was showering heavy s h e l l s , u n t i l we 
re a c h e d our support p o s i t i o n a l o n g the C h e r r y - C h a r t r e u v e r o a d . 

C a p t a i n George Harvey commanding Company A, which was one of t h e 
companies dug i n a l o n g the r a i l r o a d t r a c k , was now h a v i n g h i s hands 
f u l l h o l d i n g back the Boche a t t a c k s and t o l d h i s men t h a t due to the 
number o f enemy s n i p e r s , those who k e p t moving would remain a l i v e t h e 
l o n g e s t . Summing up our work i n these s u r r o u n d i n g s , t h e r e was not a. 
man who doubted t h a t t h e t i t l e of the " H e l l - h o l e o f the V e s l e " had been 
r i g h t f u l l y p l a c e d upon the s p o t . About August 3 0 t h , our a r t i l l e r y 
suddenly p l a c e d a bandage on the town o f Bozoches, which l a s t e d u n t i l 
September 4 t h , w i t h few shots m i s s i n g t h e i r mark. T h i s h a r r a s s i n g f i r e 
drove the Germans out o f town and l e f t s c a r c e l y a w a l l s t a n d i n g from, 
the r e s u l t . 



But our s t a y here was f a r from p l e a s a n t ns \e were c o n s t a n t l y 
bombed from the a i r and t h e r e i s n o t h i n g perhaps more d i s h e a r t e n i n g 
t o the man i n the l i n e , t h a n t h i s . I n d o d g i n g " r i f l e and machine-gun 
b u l l e t s , one has a f i g h t i n g chance., but w i t h w a r f a r e from the heavens, 
the man below must t r u s t t o l u c k , f o r ' i t s never c e r t a i n when, where or 
how, these g r i m d e s t r o y e r s w i l l 1and. 

D u r i n g these ho tgAugust days of the h a r d e s t k i n d of f i g h t i n g , -. t h e 
most p r e s s i n g need seemed w a t e r . An u n c o n t r o l l a b l e t h i r s t had g r i p p e d 
the parched t h r o a t s o f a l l and though we knew i t meant almost c e r t a i n 
d e a t h t o c r a w l to t h a t b r o k e n p i p e i n V i l l a Savoy, which the Hun had 
c o v e r e d w i t h machine-guns, may d a r e - d e v i l l a d s were w i l l i n g to attempt 
overcoming a l l o b s t a c l e s i n t h e i r d e s i r e to g e t i t . Those i n p o s i t i o n 
down near the bank o f the r i v e r , drank from i t e a g e r l y , w h o l l y r e g a r d ­
l e s s o f the f a c t t h a t the dead b o d i e s of American and'German s o l d i e r s 
p r e s e n t e d a gruesome s i g h t as t h e y s l o w l y f l o a t e d b y . 

A f t e r weeks of t h i s c o n s t a n t f i g h t i n g , s u f f e r i n g and s a c r i f i c e 
the reward came i n knowing our t a s k had been s u c c e s s f u l , evidenced b y 
the f a c t t h a t the Boche h e a v i e s were now not so f r e q u e n t l y h e a r d , and 
from t h e h e i g h t s where he had h e l d sway so l o n g , o n l y s m a l l e r guns threw 
a few s c a t t e r e d shots now and then w i t h h i s machine-gunners s t i l l h a r d 
a t i t , b u t e x p e r i e n c e had t a u g h t t h a t t h i s was h i s u s u a l p l a n when w i t h ­
d r a w i n g . L e a v i n g a few machine-guns and a r t i l l e r y , enough to form a 
r e a r guard s u f f i c i e n t l y timed, t o d i g h i m s e l f i n to where he had d e c i d e d 
t o make a s t a n d . 

But we were o r d e r e d t o keep a f t e r him and w i t h a f e e l i n g o f s a t i s ­
f a c t i o n i n knowing we had d i s l o d g e d the f o e from so commanding a p o s l t i o a 
on the h e i g h t s , we advanced and f e l l upon h i s r e a r guards m e r c i l e s s l y 
p u s h i n g them on through the l i t t e r e d s t r e e t s o f V i l l a Savoy w i t h i t s 
r u i n s and d e v a s t a t i o n on a l l s i d e s . On, on a c r o s s the V e s l e t o the 
r a i l r o a d t r a c k , where b a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s were e s t a b l i s h e d a t 
C hateau du D i a b l e , then t o d i g i n a l o n g the Rouen Rheims ro a d f o r the 
n i g h t . The r i v e r and t r a c k s as we passed bore more evidence o f the 
t e r r i f i c s t r u g g l e t h a t had been g o i n g on f o r weeks, f o r the ground was 
s t r e w n w i t h dead and i t was w i t h d i f f i c u l t y we advanced t o our new pos­
i t i o n s , w i t h o u t s t e p p i n g on the b o d i e s of those who had made i t p o s s i b l e 
U s i n g every e f f o r t t o stem the t i d e a g a i n s t him, the Hun brought h i s 
gas s h e l l s i n t o p l a y and t h a t n i g h t i n the Rouen Rheims r o a d , was spent 
w i t h gas masks on, u n t i l a t daybreak we were a t him a g a i n , under the 
command o f Major General R o b e r t A l e x a n d e r , who had j u s t been a s s i g n e d 
t o the d i v i s i o n . 

I n the d i s t a n c e c o u l d be d i s c e r n e d smoke from .the towns o f .Paares, 
F e r l e s and Blanzy-. P r o o f enough the Boche was d e s t r o y i n g and r u i n i n g 
e v e r y t h i n g i n h i s path.. Rear guard a c t i o n o f h i s 'machine-gunners was 
o f t e n encountered, but we succeeded i n d r i v i n g f o u r d i v i s i o n s o f them 
back t o the A i s n e , where they d e c i d e d to make anothe r d e s p e r a t e stand 
on the narrow s t r i p between the A i s n e Oanal an I the r i v e r , s u f f e r i n g 
f r i g h t f u l l o s s e s and l e a v i n g many p r i s o n e r s i n our hands. 



( D u r i n g our advance a t n i g h t f a l l , we would d i g i n whenever the 
t e r r a i n a f f o r d e d s u f f i c i e n t p r o t e c t i o n such as c o u l d be found a l o n g 
the sunken r o a d s , or a dense p a t c h of woods, but he s h e l l e d us con­
s t a n t l y 'as h i s h e a v i e s b y t h i s time had a l l been p l a c e d i n p o s i t i o n . 
I n the meantime our e n g i n e e r s were w o r k i n g l i k e b e a v e r s , t r y i n g to 
keep enough 'bridges a c r o s s the V e s l e , so t h a t our a r t i l l e r y , r a t i o n 
and s u p p l y wagons c o u l d keep up w i t h our advance. 

Not c o n t e n t w i t h a dea d l y a r t i l l e r y f i r e , machine gun a c t i o n , 
g a s - s h e l l s and bombing from the a i r , man-traps w h i c h he l e f t i n h i s 
wake caused the n e c e s s i t y f o r a b u l l e t i n from d i v i s i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s 
to be i s s u e d as a w a r n i n g . 
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• The f o l l o w i n g i s p u b l i s h e d f o r the i n f o r m a t i o n and guidance of a l l 
c o n c e r n e d : -

I . GERMAN MAN-TRAPS LEFT IN ABANDONED TERRAIN . 

I t i s r e p o r t e d by one o f our Army dorps t h a t e v i d e n c e of i n ­
f e r n a l machines and d e v i c e s has been found i n the c o u n t r y a-
bandoned by the enemy d u r i n g h i s r e c e n t r e t r e a t . 

•Boxes o f grenades c o n n e c t e d to d e t o n a t o r e s by telepho n e w i r e s 
were l o c a t e d . A t one p o i n t a German ammunition dump exploded 
w i t h o u t apparent cause some time a f t e r the enemy had evacuated 
the region» 

I t w i l l be remembered t h a t i n h i s p r e c e d i n g r e t r e a t s the enemy 
made c o n s t a n t use of such d e v i c e s . A n y t h i n g w h i c h i s a t t a c h e d 
by w i r e , s t r i n g or any o t h e r means must be approached w i t h great, 
c a u t i o n . No one s h o u l d e n t e r dugouts u n t i l they have been c a r e ­
f u l l y s e a r ched by e n g i n e e r s . 

f 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c d e v i c e s used by the enemy d u r i n g h i s r e t r e a t be­
tween A r t o i s and the A i s n e i n c l u d e d : 

1. W i t h i n dugouts: S t r i n g s a t t a c h e d t o b r a n c h e s , a p p a r e n t l y • 
used to camouflage trie e n t r a n c e , were, a t t a c h e d to mines; • s t r i n g s 
t i e d t o books or o t h e r o b j e c t s l a i d on t a b l e s ; d e t o n a t o r s p l a c e d 
I n c h a r c o a l or r u b b i s h heaps; f u s e s connected w i t h e x p l o s i v e 
charge f a s t e n e d i n s t o v e s , or f i r e - p l a c e s ; p r o t r u d i n g n a i l s , wher 
stepped on, explode mines; s h o v e l s , p i c k s , e t c . , a p p a r e n t l y s t u d 
a t random i n a heap of e a r t h , when removed w i l l explode 8 u l n e ; 
d o o r s , s t o v e - l i d s , bureau drawers, when opened or removed., w i l l 
s e t o f f a mine; the l o o s e h o a r d of a step' or s t a i r w a y , when t r o d 
upon, s e t s o f f an ex p l o - s i o n . 



2, Along the roads : The s l i g h t d e p r e s s i o n caused by the passage o f 
v e h i c l e s w i l l e x p l ode the d e t o n a t o r i n a mine g a l l e r y under the ro a d 
where 150 or 200 mm. s h e l l s are l o c o t e d . 

3* I n barbed w i r e entanglements: The w i r e c a r e f u l l y d i s s i m u l a t e d , 
or i n the g r a s s w i l l explode a mine. 

4. Houses: i n t a c t house, r e m a i n i n g among o t h e r s which have been de-
s t r o y eel, s h o u l d be approached or e n t e r e d w i t h the utmost c i r c u m s p e c t i o n . 

5. S t a b l e s : Mines are o f t e n found under b r i c k s or t i l e s c o v e r e d over 
w i t h hay or manure. The hay, f o d d e r , e t c . 'should be removed w i t h the u t ­
most c a u t i o n . 

8. P o i s o n e d f o o d : Abandoned f o o d s h o u l d be c a r e f u l l y i n s p e c t e d and 
i n v e s t i g a t e d . 

I t i s r e p o r t e d a l s o by the F r e n c h 1 s t Army t h a t a p r i s o n e r warned a g a i n s t 
dugouts i n which the enemy may have p l a c e d mustard g a s . 

The f o l l o w i n g p r e c a u t i o n s w h i c h were a p p l i e d w i t h success a t the time 
of the German w i t h d r a w a l i n 1917 are ta k e n from the French X t h Army 
B u l l e t i n o f August 5, 1918; 

A dugout w i l l be o c c u p i e d o n l y a f t e r s c r u p u l o u s e x a m i n a t i o n c a r r i e d 
out p r e f e r a b l y by s p e c i a l l y t r a i n e d and equipped p a r t i e s . They must 
be p r o v i d e d w i t h the proper t o o l s , e x p l o s i v e s w i t h d e t o n a t i n g d e v i c e s , 
e l e c t r i c lamps and o t h e r n e c e s s a r y equipment. 

The r e c o n n o i t e r i n g p a r t y w i l l a t f i r s t examine the telephone w i r e s 
coming from o u t s i d e , which must be c u t . 

The e n t r a n c e w i l l be examined f o r e x t e r i o r i n d i c a t i o n s of r e c e n t work, 
such as f r e s h masonry, new camouflage, e t c . 

The dugout o r the g a l l e r y w i l l be e n t e r e d o n l y by a p a t h which has been 
examined s t e p by s t e p , and, i f n e c e s s a r y , beam by beam. T h i s e x a m i n a t i o n 
w i l l be c a r r i e d out w i t h the a i d o f a n - e l e c t r i c lamp; s u s p i c i o u s p a r t s 
w i l l be removed. 

A p p a r e n t l y abandoned o b j e c t s , such as weapons, t o o l s and ammunitions, 
w i l l be s c r u t i n i z e d and n o t h i n g w i l l be removed w i t h o u t making c e r t a i n 
t h a t i t i s not connected w i t h a w i r e rope or s t r i n g , or a tel e p h o n e w i r e . 
The f u r n i t u r e w i l l be handled i n the same way; the be'd. boxes, s t o v e s , 
stove p i p e s , e t c , w i l l he examined and taken o u t s i d e . 

Examine the frames of doors and windows; the doora w i l l o n l y he opened 
very s l i g h t l y i n o r d e r t o examine the ot h e r s i d e before- e n t e r i n g the 
dugout. Underground w i r e s w i l l be looked, f o r by means c f c r o s s - c u t s i n 
the ground. 

L i s t e n , i f p o s s i b l e , by microphone, a l o n g the w a l l s i n order t o -dis­
cover c l o c k - w o r k d e v i c e s ; i f w i r e s s t r e t c h e d s u s p i c i o u s l y appear s u s ­
c e p t i b l e o f c a u s i n g the e x p l o s i o n o f an u n l o c c t e l • arrangement ,• the dugout 



w i l l be evacuated and t h e w i r e broken from o u t s i d e by means o f a rope a t 
l e a s t 50 meters l o n g , t a k i n g s h e l t e r behind an i m p r o v i s e d s h i e l d . 

I f n e c e s s a r y , d e v i c e s which have been, rec o n n o t e r e c l w i l l be d e m o l i s h e d 
by means of explosive's . 

I f the dugout shows no v i s i b l e s i g n of an ambuscade, a c a r e f u l ex­
a m i n a t i o n I s n e v e r t h e l e s s t o he ma.de I n o r d e r to make sure t h a t no de­
l a y e d - a c t i o n d e v i c e i s c o n c e a l e d w i t h i n . 

G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , known d e v i c e s which have been demolished,, as w e l l 
as s u s p e c t e d p l a c e s , w i l l be i n d i c a t e d by means of a p l a c a r d or a v e r y 
v i s i b l e s i g n . C l o s e the e n t r a n c e to dugouts which are r e g a r d e d as s u s ­
p i c i o u s . 
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I t was d u r i n g t h i s advance and s h o r t l y a f t e r the- g e n e r a l warning 
had been I s s u e d , t h a t B r i g a d i e r - General Evan LI. Johnson e n t e r e d what 
appeared a H a r m l e s s l o o k i n g cave the Germans has abandoned but s h o r t l y 
b e f o r e , and was su b a d l y gassed from l e a k i n g s h e l l s , i t was found nec­
e s s a r y t o remove him from the l i n e s . 

A l t h o u g h our men were d o g - t i r e d , f o o t s o r e , unkempt and b a d l y I n 
need of a d e l o u s i n g , they bore up w o n d e r f u l l y however, i n h i g h J u b i l a n t 
s p i r i t s o ver t h e i r g r e a t s u c c e s s i n d i s l o d g i n g F r i t z from h i s w e l l - e u u i p 
ped s t r o n g h o l d , and w i t h the. added s a t i s f a c t i o n o f c o m p l e t i n g a good j o b 
by f o r c i n g him a l l the way back to the A i s n e , Q u i t e n a t u r a l l y , t h e n , 
a" w i d e s p r e a d murmur of e x p e c t e d r e s t , w i t h even a p o s s i b l e r e l i e f , had 
become a f i x e d c o n v i c t i o n i n most e v e r y o n e 1 s mind, which we n e v e r t h e l e s s 
soon d i s c o v e r e d to be but a mirage o f war's d i s o r d e r e d f a n c i e s , i n l e a r n 
i n g t h a t e x t e n s i v e p l a n s were a l r e a d y under way t o g i v e the enemy a f i n ­
a l d r i v i n g t h a t would push him s t i l l f u r t h e r on. 

Though t h i n g s seemed t o come our way, the p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n was by 
no means s e r e n e , f o r t h e r e was h a r d l y n o t i c e a b l e the s l i g h t e s t c e s s a t ­
i o n o f h o s t i l i t i e s , as t h e r o u t e d f o e never l e t up one minute i n h i s 
u s u a l amount o f s h e l l i n g , p a t r o l , and o c c a s i o n a l g a s - a t t a c k s , which 
k e p t a l l hands on the jump f o r s e v e r a l days l o n g e r . About t h i s t i m e j too 
came another move i n our r a n k s , t h a t was to be o f g r e a t importance d u r * 
i n g the hours o f t r i a l t o come, f o r we were t o get our i n i t i a l closet*.up 
o f C a p t a i n C h a r l e s V/. U h i t i e s s l y , t h a t i n t r e p i d l e a d e r under f i r e , f % r 
t h i s c o o l , n e r v e l e s s man had been put i n command o f the f i r s t b a t t a l i o n / 
and^1 l e a r n e d a l s o , t o my i n e x p r e s s i b l e d e l i g h t o f my own promotion t o 
the r a n k o f C o r p o r a l d a t i n g from September f i r s t . .. 

- f _ b ";'-g~ 
Our o f f i c e r s were now s t u d i o u s l y engaged i n p o u r i n g over maps a n d ! 

c h a r t s o f the t ground t o be c o v e r e d and p l a n i ^ o f a d o p t i o n . C a p t a i n , 
W h i t l e s ^ s i y had moved b a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s from th e sunken s p o t we eisftV 
c u p i e d t o % l a r g e h o l e i n the c e n t e r o f a p l a t e a u , j u s t i n f r o n t o f the 
r o a d and on the n i g h t o f September t h i r t e e n t h , ( w h i c h by the way happened 
t o be F r i d a y ) we were a l l s e t f o r the b i g t h i n g whatever i t might be-* 
On the f a c e o f every majp showed a calm r i g i d d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and t o .get 
the. |i0b over w i t h as s f t n as p o s s i b l e , was the o n l y thought j u s t t h e n * 
& i j | f dogs o i l l e a s h we W a i t e d t h e command o f the master whose apparent 
heWltanoy o n l y added t o the mystery t h a t h e l d us back, then^suddenly 
t h i s pent-up nerve r a c k i n g p o s i t i o n r e c e i v e d a shock t h a t f o r the mom­
ent was h a r d l y b e l i e v a b l e , i n an o r d e r t o make ready a t once, f o r a r e ­
l i e f by the B % l r t i i _ X t a I i a n M ^ i s i o n , , under command of G e n e r a l G a r i b a l d i , 
a grandson of ( X t a l t ! s j ) f a m o u s ^ i % > r a t o j i j ^ ^ h o would take over the s e c t o r 
t h a t n i g h t . X t l r a s a g r e ? t tem^taTion t o shout our d e l i g h t a t the w e l ­
come news, a f t e r a month of almost c o n s t a n t f i g h t i n g , d u r i n g which we 
had s u f f e r e d - heavy c a s u a l t i e s , w i t h many o f our brave b u n k i e s , wj}0 had 
been w i t h us from Camp Upton to the A i s n e , now s i l e n t l y s l e e p i n g ^ t h c 
ground over w h i c h the nun had f l e d , a s i l e n t reminder o f g l o r i o u s s a c ­
r i f i c e and d a r i n g . These and k i n d r e d thoughts were the o n l y ones j u s t 
nowffehat a c t e d as a damper to the j o y o f the b a t t l e - t o w n Yanks, ,>ut the 
Boerjt^was wide a v a x c and endeavored to make cu r d e p a r t u r e a memorial oc­
c a s i o n by wplRsUing - l i s ho -vies a l o n g the r o a d s , to c r a c k offimee a t r i ­
f l e ' t o o c l o s e f o r c o m f o r t , s t i l l our l i n e never f a l t e r e d i n w i n d i n g i t s 
way t o the back area h i l l s and t h r o u g h deep r a v i n e s , u n t i l a t l a s t we 
came to the once b e a u t i f u l town o f Fismes.-now a mass of •'•uins. 

^b 



I t was a h a r r o w i n g s i g h t t h a t p r e s e n t e d i t s e l f t o e r> 
the eye c o u l d see, f i n e s t r e e t s t h a t i n p e a c e f u l times >c 1 DCOI « i ccl 
with, s p r e a d i n g boughs, chateaus t h a t once s h e l t e r e d prti"» * -»o^v ««vs 
c i t i z e n s and s t a t e l y p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s , landmarks of Iii w e ^ a s t uo cho 
f l o r i s h i n g p o p u l a c e , b u t now a crumpled mass of b r i c k i u . ! i.tor *, x n t , 
and t o r n i n the chaos o f d e a t h , d e s t r u c t i o n and w o e f u l ^vg-ft a n 01 
which a mantle o f sorrow seemed t o l i n g e r . Here a l l t j u I ~Qi»rlrc 1 * ** 
the t h r i v i n g r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n , was a few t w i s t e d r a i l s coi * f "ted 0̂3 ond. 
a l l semblance of u s e f u l n e s s and some s p l i n t e r e d timber t <i acts*, r r 
monument t o mark the s p o t • 

We had l i t t l e time f o r more than passive 1; m e d i t a t i o n o f w;ar*-s v i n d -
Ictiyeness,.. .f or we must c r o s s the b r i d g e yonder, which..would put us be­
yond these'scenes and i t now began t o appear h i g h l y improbable t h a t t h e 
e n t i r e column c o u l d g e t over i n s a f e t y f o r F r i t z f s h e a v i e s were cr e e p ­
i n g mighty c l o s e as he found the range and b r o k e . r e g u l a r l y , b u t C a p t a i n 
•uhitless'ley, we soon f o u n d , was not the man to be d e t e r e d e a s i l y by ob­
s t a c l e s and he o r d e r e d the column t o keep p l u g g i n g a l o n g toward the ob­
j e c t i v e , w i t h a calmness t h a t took us by s u r p r i e s . < 

A f t e r a h i k e o f s e v e r a l k i l o m e t e r s through t h i s r a i n o f . f i r e , we 
f i n a l l y a n s l u n g our packs i n a p a t c h o f woods and s e t t l e d down:for a 
much needed r e s t • Our o l d f r i e n d , Dame Rumor, who had been p r e p a r i n g 
another seance, had j o i n e d the. ranks a g a i n and w h i s p e r e d the c h e e r f u l 
t i d i n g s : , t h a t we were s u r e l y due f o r a t r i p t o a . r e s t a r e a , fhe man 
who argued or thought o t h e r w i s e , was t o be p i t i e d and c l a s s e d . a s e i t h e r 
g assed or s h e l l - s h o c k e d , b u t as u s u a l the o l d g i r l was wrong a g a i n , f o r 
the n i g h t s o f the s i x t e e n t h and s e v e n t e e n t h , saw some o f us I n buses, 
w h i l e the o t h e r s h i k e d t o the s o u t h e r n edge o f the .Forest d^Argonne* 



Moving s t e e l t d i l y undo7* hoc cover o f daehmoss, wo at- l a a t r e a c h e d 
tti.G t o r e o f F l o ^ O i : t , who .n; s t ^ a t or Lore erne t act no .-.martorn sodd.aa:-5 -
\;c""& t o )e seen cr: too -"oa Is c a r e t s i n too d a y t i m e , - * V ^ - I r t u ; I I ; / 
'held us prisoner 5:: i n c r ^ . a l l l e t s , j o i n ] ; f e d o n l y hs'lna tho >rMcnoss o f 
n i g h t m l s n r e t c h l r g s l o o p whonovo-" p o s s i b l e , n^ve" h n o a i n g the dr.y or 
hour whee the oa 11 Ih :"* our ooryl. jor; /.light come. 

The s h e l l i n g i n the l i n o end the troublesome doc ho overhead hus­
h i n g l i k e - oees, hept s v e ^ j o n o on keen edge w i t h an e x p e c t a n t something 
t h a t none c o u l t f o them, : nd t o oir" s u r p r i s e , Tie l e a r n e d t;is.t an A e i c r i -
^er c o l h i s r '"-ad no^o"* b e f o r e ; e ei seor I n t h i s . - 0 3 t o r , f o^ oven o i v o f ­
f i c e r s who ".7 ore a s s i g n s ! t o go up i n t t e f r o n t l i n e to -:o C O D not t o r , 
t i i e shy-oli.e o v o ' ^ i i t r r l h o i met o f the F r e n c h s o l d ? t • F o r s e v e r a l days 
the roads l e a d i n g t o the Argonne, were p r a c t i c a l l y choked with, a r t i l ­
l e r y , s u p p l y and ammunition wa.oous of v a r i e d d e s c r i p t i o n , E v e r y c a r e 
and p r e c a u t i o n a r y means to c o n c e a l the movements and p r e p a r a t i o n f o r 
the g i g a n t i c o p e r a t i o n under course of c o n s t r u c t i o n was z e a l o u s l y c a r ­
r i e d o u t , Roads were S i ; I i f u i 2 y camouflaged and our .aeroplanes were now-
h a v i n g r e s t l e s s n i g h t s a n t days k e e p i n g the Hun 'beyond our l i n e s . 

Only the F r e n c h o c c u p i e d the o u t p o s t s a t t h i s t i n e , and tl i e main 
body of t h e i r t r o o p s were b e i n g s t e a d i l y withdrawn n i g h t l y , but even 
wit'.i a l l t h i s e l a b o r a t e metmod of s e c r e c y , 'oho onomy seouod t o sense 
t h a t or, ominous something was i n a i r , f o r on t h r e e s u c c e s s i v e n i g h t s 
h i s p a t r o l s made v i c i o u s a t t a c k s 0 1 1 the F r e n c h o u t p o s t s , I n the hope of 

q u i e t on t h i s f r o n t f o r some time, now began s h e l l i n g the cross-roads" 
which b e t r a y e d the nervous t e n s i o n under which they l a b o r e d , de were 
sup; l i e d w i t h many a d d i t i o n a l rounds of b a n d a l i o r o of ammunition and our 
a r t i l l e r y v/ere h a s t i l y making p l a n s t o put over a b a r r a g e t h a t had nev­
e r b e f o r e been e q u a l l e d or perhaps thought o f . 

About t h r e e o 1 c l o c k i n the morning on the t w e n t i e t h of the month, 
our c h a p l a i n , the Rev. J , J , Hal"' I; an, c e l e b r a t e d a mass i n the l i t t l e 
R, C. Church i n F l o c e n t , f o r those who wished to seek s p i r i t u a l c o n s o l ­
a t i o n , and. due t o the f o c t t h a t a b r i l l i a n t moon l i t up hiphwny and by-
a3- w * t l i r - 1 a-Ions a'10-en of s i l v e r y s p l e n d o r , i . t wee found noses^-*y 

- do- t r a v e l l e r s , t o heop w e l l a i-v-.r '"he shodor o? the -f^ derail y h r l l a ­
i n ,;; , „. >-r *:. aen pto e r l 111: way 'r uwioiw'lp ;.he l i I t : 0 s p l i c e tha t 
s t e e l i n the c e n t e r of tho ^ o l l s g e c Tho tdrg. > a red \ -•ô ad' ; . b ~ l l y i n -
odeouaite to house the v. or^ahi^pora, f -p-j came ;.u '.-uves, ~,* c : i n _ the 
s t u f f y p l a c e t o the loa-wr;, : nd y La- d i g >t o f one f i i c r r c e m do, 
which ?v*r undoubte-e y too crdZy i g r i f <c t 1 , . " d t r r r c v v e r e d 
i n the whole t o r e :, 1? a -;o"mh- , d • - e e w . 0 r ' .am; •' d v - ~ - ' t , : d•". .1: 
;--w.p, 6* oi^ t . l e v a :o a 1 0 a .a. ....? toe .id -I./d-; o : •• - , 0 t ^ c - " . af .t..r"» 
i c o n a"ra-:.s, 

A day 1 rater we .set--, good .y ';a d o - e i d T a-«d. n_ * n ? '"mndi 
r p "- i c a r a t to I wdxold y of raa j ;• h u l l t "t"o i s a.; -< p 1 ,.ad he zv 
e-n d.a 0 a j { r ' a J .r. : 1: " . a, ;•. 1 - p : .. 'r j.;d,;-. 

11,aw .50-an *•' u o t u odor "a,- d d - w , " t «.e r e e l ? I . t aaa , e r a a s h di: '-; ' 
•w * mu 'ho CL-. 1 ur ct „ I t t a . : actf ;wa . de ho!- t yr -d* ih*--
Y e a l e a. 11"! a a , ^or on -a. .e iwen r.y-: e-ond day, f r ^ w j ,us. ma r e p i r ce. 1 t o 
were r a eaa; crg to f i l l up the ;.p.a i n car" h,- : ; e d o ^ c ^ t« et ĥ >d h*-



n o s t been shot to p i e o o c , Too nei -'- / r i v a l s wc f o u r d t ~ i^e f i n e 001:1-
;i or, .1 ?' 11 ?. , . . l a ; 1' a l g I r o n C a l i f o r n i i .• i i L :.Lo , got 

to expedience t h e i r f i r ; at t a s t e uf duty I n the l i n o . K o c d l o c s to ;Ji y, 
thoy hod tUs san:) b u r n i n g t h i r s t f o " ns/;a, t h a t we had e x p e r i e n c e d i n 
car" c r " * i y clays o f the freshman c l a s s audi everyone o f the n V e t s 1 1 was 
kegb bucy a.nswerlng a l l t o r t s of a u o a t i o n e g o d n a t u r e d l y , rcga^cling; 
gas~masks, h e l m e t s , German machino-gun f i r e and a n y t h i n g and every­
thing* the nev, comer Graves to a b s o r b . 

The p r i n c i p a l f e a t u r e s of t h i s t e r r a i n was h a r d t o s p e c i f y , f o r 
the v a r i e d s c enery c o n s i s t e d almost e n t i r e l y o f what one a t war would 
c o n s i d e r an i d e a l s p o t f o r the very purpose* A d e n s e l y wooded t r a c t 
c o n t a i n i n g a w i l d l a b y r i n t h o f t a n g l e d m i d e r b r u s h , surrounded by h i l l s , 
r a v i n e s , marshes and swamps, w i t h but few r o a d s . O u t s i d e of these our 
t o p o g r a p h i c e d u c a t i o n d w i n d l e d t o in£1anificence, but not so w i t h the 
Boche, who had r e i g n e d here supreme f o r the p a s t f o u r y e a r s and knew 
every i n c h of the ground and t r e e - t o p s , so the F r e n c h were not to "be 
s c o f f e d a t , nor t r e a t e d w i t h I n d i f f e r e n c e i n s e t t i n g up the o p i n i o n 
t h a t t o attempt to el'dar t h i s s p o t , was l i t t l e s h o r t o f s u i c i d e . 

I t was r i g h t f u l l y s u r m i z e d the p l a c e was I n f e s t e d w i t h machine-_ 
guns and d o t t e d w i t h numberless o b s e r v a t i o n p o s t s I n the t a l l t r e s s ; 
i t became known, t o o , t h a t the enemy's l i n e was h e l d f o r a depth o f 
twenty-two k i l o m e t e r s and seven I n w i d t h , by the d i v i s i o n s o f the 
second Ijundwehr, s e v e n t y - s i x t h , f o r t y - f i r s t , f o r t y - f i f t h r e s e r v e s 
and the f i f t e e n t h B a v a r i a n d i v i s i o n s . o f the German army,, a r a t h e r f o r ­
m i d able c r "*ay to a s s i g n a l o n e d i v i s i o n o f Yanks w i t h o r d e r s t o c l e a n 
up the f o r e s t * A l l d u r i n g the day 'of September t w e n t y - f i f t h , our 
camp C r o i x G e n t i n , was l i k e a "beehive and b a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s k e p t 
ny r u n n e r s very much on the go w i t h o r d e r s and messages* The o f f i c e r s 
h e l d numberous c o n f e r e n c e s time and a g a i n , g o i n g over maps and p l a n s 
w i t h minute p r e c i s i o n . Immediately a f t e r the e v e n i n g moss each man 
was s u p p l i e d w i t h what was known as % t i r o n - r a t i o n s " , c o n s i s t i n g o f two 
cans o f "corned ; / i l l i e M and two cans..of h a r d t a c k w h i c h was t o be e a t e n 
o n l y on o r d e r s from the company commander. 

Ten O'clock t h a t n i g h t saw t h e companies a l l formed and ready t o 
move. At ten™thirty, j u s t as we were ready t o march out o f camp, 
C a p t a i n b h c a t l e s s l e y , our a c t i n g b a t t a l i o n commander, r e c e i v e . ! an o r d e r 
if l i n g I i n a i l l . - - and iiad h a r d l y f i n i s h e d s u b s t i t u t i n g the g o l d -

l e a f i n c i g n a o f h i s new r a n k , f o r v i e C a p t a i n ' s b a r s on h i s Ghoul lor 
V <?n \ i t b .ctta"? i o n condor e n t e r s l e a d i n g , we moved o n l e t l g on to j o i n 
the b a l a n c e of the ro<d.i>.ent• I t was slow g o i n g f o r every c r o s s - r c r b 
?;ac* b e i n g h e a v i l y s h e l l e d , b u t as uf u-d I r j h l t t l e s l e y never f a l t ­
e r e d o n l y f.top i n g now an - t.ion to g i v e a h u r r i e d o r d e r f o r the d i s -
p c t c h o f a runner to some company oomniander, or t o check up to soo t h a t 
the l i n e T ; , ? S s t i l l i n t a c t . On and on wa wont t o the tune of ca„ uiiig 
s h e l l s or hum of machine-giui f l r o through Ijaharasee, then out i n t o the 
cpawsf i.ly ha] d French trencbe.., -riicrs* rocub m i d n i g h t the French outpo&ts 
wore r e l i e v e d 'by our men. 

B a t t a l i o n lies d q u e r t ere f o r the n e x t few hours was i n a good 
s i z e d dugout, which »i, . 0 t» c u ty * trp- l e a d i n g down h^ a g l * * ' c i ; 
t o r ̂  3 0ao 'a t the e n t i r o ata f f , w h l c u t o t a l l e d about t h i r t y men i n a l l * 



I j J 1 ' t , i t d o s s l o y , Cv3 : l n vi> t h o u u n o t h i n p unu.'sU!j ..os on u u 
mi n t , T ioved about i n e x c e p t i o n a l l y pe< 1 ̂ ; i ^ i U i o~ nc e o a t ^ o d s i f h 
, ever; l o.Pt_eoro who h» 1 J O I C t c H - I \ i t u h i * , end ) o e a one .... 0gg 
7 3 \,*LJ " iLr 1 O L i i U ' . oh . ;C " .11 ' -£;I,*Oh 0 0 P " , i u l CO'O 
t; 3 i.>>! di oo no O T , : r 11 'TWO p ^ j r i r " 1 ?o- m e . _ ^ ~ t l ~e i n t h e . s p o i l t , so 
.o t c" s ? e l l . \ i : i o n 1 ".'1"! & !. uu on r o ^ l y b e e f -. L th 
uo :d" on oha t 

There was an ominous s e i n e t h i n g t h a t h e l d over us a n I the t e n s i o n 
'began t o grow t a u t and most o f us smoked c i g a r e t t e a f t e r c i g a r e t t e as 
B e w a i t e d a n x i o u s l y f o r something t o happen, hut w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f 
an o c c a s i o n a l few s t r a y s h e l l s from the Boche, t h a t s c r e e c h e d and t o r e 
over our heads, e v e r y t h i n g seemed a p p a r e n t l y c alm. 

On the morning o f September t w e n t y - s i x t h , j u s t as t h e hands o f 
our watches p o i n t e d t o the hour o f t w o - t h i r t y , every gun on our e n t i r e 
f r o n t opened up and b e l c h e d f o r t h w i t h a mighty b l a s t , as though oper­
a t e d by the f i n g e r o f one man p r e s s i n g an e l e c t r i c b u t t o n . The r o a r 
was d e a f e n i n g , the ground t r e m b l e d and seemed to c a r e e n and the w a i l s 
o f our d u g o u t . t h r e a t e n e d to cave i n at any moment. Thousands o f A mer­
l e an and F r e n c h s h e l l s t o r e over our heads on t h e i r m i s s i o n o f d e s t r u c t 
i o n f o r t h r e e l o n g h o u r s , w i t h the t w e n t y - e i g h t h d i v i s i o n on our 1 wight 
and the F i r s t F r e n c h d i v i s i o n t o t h e l e f t , we had between us and the 
F r e n c h the 368th I n f a n t r y o f the 92nd D i v i s i o n ( c o l o r e d ) , a c t i n g as a 
l i a i s o n group between t h e two u n i t s , 

A t f i v e A f IU the ba r r a g e was s t i l l g o i n g f u l l b l a s t m e r c i l e s s l y 
t e a r i n g a c l e a r i n g i n the Boche f r o n t and we had abandoned the dugouts 
f o r the t r e n c h e s , w a i t i n g p a t i e n t l y f o r t h a t s i g n a l from Major h h i t - * 
l e s s l e y t o go "Over the Top"• 



-37-
CHAPTER VII 1. 

The A t t a c k * 
T>iO day sic d j u s t J. .A . Ic ,r*ea , z i/le:-:: To- y "o-wi-vwg c r o m i e l 

a \ h i I rpC?o a tin;-; ,_>mu.€o L,,at . _ ,:icc tod the s r r r o m w L l n g s , c a s t i n g a 
hh; vy g a l l on a l l t h a t v o n _ i i o o f h-«,hor.u i.ds of a;hellc t h a t went 
. jf±li\-: ove"* oil"" i ^ r ... d i r - i i : . , I aa, io * h h l a . , i d I n a d r e a d f u l 
; .'/u:-, I t v.w - a r l l y go; \ J I ' ; C: aa^e iaa w I'Lva f a c t d i s t a n t 
- j i i-be 1.Oi.3 ,.i^' ,l; b^i. ;*o-rg. ;I uwa soured c o v - u i t to 1 i i i g o r . Combat 
wr chs wcro a d j u s t e d , grv,- i t .h.:s aiiwie ^cad^ an<>. tho s' a- ny spii-cos o f the 
•jayoneta atsichc„ to car * il /do,, ; g c a r a:, t o ce the o n l y b r i g h t s p o t s 
: o t h o c i c c x e d vie. i o n . i n thy ^orna j v l a r u ? L i e iT Joughho-y i ?, we ve-e 
• h i l l s o t " . 

I I j o" b-.-tir.s l a g , ah::. 2"! y ;>-*«., L C \ . out ahe o r d e r a and a t f i v e - t h i r ­
ty v, j u s t as til?: r o l l l i , ^ r r g e o f 7a;1 s wui^h we were t o f o l l o w 
rap to a diattance u? f i v e - h u n d r e d m otors, v e n t o f f v i l l i a l o u d bang, 
the I r j o " h u r r i e d h i s toe i n tho s i d e o ? she t r e n c h f o r a f l r o f o o t i n g 
and v a u l t e d ove-', cgaichly f o] l o v e d j y every man of u s . 

I h a t a s i g h t c o n f r o n t e d us f. The f o u r years of c a r e f u l p a i n s t a k ­
i n g work of - the German e x p e r t wire-Lien had "been b l a s t e d and r i p p e d t o 
p i e c e s by the p r e v i o u s n i g h t s work o f our h e a v i e s . Trees s t i l l s t a n d ­
i n g a/ere s t r i p p e d naked o f b a r n , w h i l e g r e a t mounds t o l d where the 
e a r t h had been l i t e r a l l y up-heaved by massive s h e l l s . W i t h J a c k H i r s c h 
k o v i t z , who p r o v e d t o be an ace among my r u n n e r s , I l i t a f r e s h c i g a r ­
e t t e as we f o r g e d ahead, ha j a r J i m R o o s e v e l t (a c o u s i n o f the famous 
e x - p r e s i d e n t ) g r a s p e d the hand o f Major S h i t i e s s i ey f o r a moment i n a 
h e a r t y shake and good l u c k w i s h e s . 

tfe had advanced some d i s t a n c e t h r o u g h t h e ^ w i l d t a n g l e o f under­
b r u s h and t w i s t e d w i r e , when the a i r suddenly began to c l e a r , accompan­
i e d by the d i s t i n c t hum o f a t l e a s t ' f i f t y o f t h e - A l l i e s 1 a e r o p l a n e s 
overhead t h a t were gu a r d e d l y c o v e r i n g our advance. The g e n e r a l t i m e s 
c o u l d not b e , c a l l e d harmonious, b u t they buoyed the s p i r i t , t o f e e l 
f r i e n d s c o n t r o l l e d the a i r , f o r not a Boche plane had d a r e d t o attempt 
i n engagement. On and on i/e went, hopping, s k i p p i n g and p u s h i n g t h r o u 
the mass o f wreckage on every s i d e , u n t i l we reache 1 the f i r s t r u i n e d . 
t r e n c h e s o f the enemy, w i t h our bombs ro a ly i n hand t o meet any emer­
gency , Cur b a r r a g e we found had completed the j o b w i t h p o s i t i b ' e 
h 10**011 ghncr* Cor no "Pair,tence had haen met u n t i l our f i r s t o b j e c t i v e 
h r d be n ~*a 3>IQ:X, \ h l c h happened to <;c a t r e n c h v a e r a a t i l l at;, n d i n g 
vac found crude wooden s i g n on w h i c h was painted,' nIbach J c v l c p l c t t H . : 

2o f a r we had boon l u c k y , f o r v c had passed the c r i s i s o f t l i e 
advance a r i l had s u c c e s s f u l l y g a i n e d our m i s s i o n w i t h o u t a c a s u a l t y . 
i,a- soon as we were ^ ' ; l l o . , j . c I a t l e s s l e y handed asa ? message t h a t 
was t o be sent hack %>J t .a r e g i :.or.tal I ' . C. through acy say stem of r u n -
izs- ^..b v i„ ;': ^ ~J ~ ,-2 1 '.1* a v u t a " t o l e a v e t h r e e Lien 
c: : . c i d , c: "h.g,. *-na vh o ' c br, ,:we h waa t o a s s i g n the n e x t 
f o o t , i . v u ^ l l y : 1 ?: -j 'h, one kmvlrcv' y c r d c a. p a rt, and cowl -viji back to 
'^,.--a l „ -w: ; a: i. i". o x - : haw, , «. a-..,g ? : . : ̂ : : a.. La , 
c' , a... 1 h i h - ..i./' r. /c;a. 

. . . . ^ . . . . . . . , 



We were hardly s e t t l e d i n the deserted trenoh more than h a l f an -
hour, before the expert Hun snipers began their busy task of spraying 
us with b u l l e t s , which whistled and sang about our ears l i k e so many 
birds, making the position anything but comfortable. The Major had 
ordered Lieutenant Patterson, a newly assigned o f f i c e r , with but l i t t l e 
experience i n the gang t a c t i c s used when out to trap a sniper, to form 
•a squad and take prisoner the one or ones who were making the most trou­
b l e . Sergeant Walsh, of Company A who had done excellent work on sim­
i l a r missions, seeing the predicament of the young Lieutenant, requested 
permission to accompany the raiders and joined the party with the same 
fearless confidence that had stood him so well i n other successes. 

I t seemed hardly f i v e minutes had elapsed when they returned, bring­
ing with them a badly frightened German, whose true aim was a c r e d i t to 
his t r a i n i n g , but his capture dwindled into i n s i g n i f i c e n s e when i t was 
discovered both Lieutenant Patterson and Sergeant Walsh had paid the 
supreme penalty i n bagging the prey. Walsh was a f i n e s o l d i e r and a 
companionable sfort of fellow who would be sadly missed by his company. 
To me he was a Buddy, toward whom I had formed a great friendship and 
but two days before this sad event, we had sat i n the kitchen munching 
doughnuts and chatting expectantly of the big attack, f i n a l l y parting 
and wishing each other good luck. 

Now 1 f i n d myself i n charge of his personal e f f e c t s , which I am 
required to turn over to the personnel o f f i c e r , when that gentleman can 
be reached and by the looks of things, X am rather skeptical of the pos­
s i b i l i t y to obey the i n s t r u c t i o n s . 

According to the o r i g i n a l order of this attack, we were not ex­
pected to be i n the l i n e very long and for that reason we were to l d to 
discard our overcoats and raincoats which were evidently looked upon as 
an unnecessary encumbrance to the business oil* the day. Our Boche p r i s ­
oner was not allowed to be questioned., but relegated to the rear, along 
&he l i n e of runner posts, to be thoroughly interviewed by the i n t e l l i ­
gence o f f i c e r s . Just about t h i s time, new and perplexing information 
reached us that caused a mild f e e l i n g of anxiety a l l around. The 368th 
Infantry (colored) out combat l i a i s o n group on the l e f t flank, had 
f a i l e d to meet requirements for some unknown reason, leaving that part 
of the flank e n t i r e l y exposed, so i t was deemed expedient to spread our 
front i n order to l i n k up with the French. 

The outposts having been assigned, we settled down for the night, 
for an early s t a r t again at daybreak, i n what was to be a fresh advance 
and a harder job we soon ascertained as the Boche had caught his second 
wind after the heavy j o l t s of the previous day and came with renewed 
vigor, forcing us to use considerably more r i f l e and machine-gun f i r e , 
as we a c t u a l l y crashed through his strengthened defences and kept stead­
i l y at i t u n t i l n i g h t f a l l , then with a long p u l l and a strong p u l l we 
took his huge engineering and r a i l r o a d dvimp, known as Barricade P a v i l ­
ion, • 



Here was a sight to cheer the gods. Tools of every description and 
bountiful supplies of wire, shovels, picks, s t e e l , railway f r e i g h t cars 
and indescribable other treasure, so invaluable i n war, that i t was quite 
obvious why the Hun had so v a l i a n t l y but f r u i t l e s s l y attempted to sh i e l d 
i t from capture, but due to the overwhelming aggressiveness of h i s foe 
became a well earned Yankee p r i z e . 

But the check-up that night proved the appalling price we had paid 
i n a heavy casualty l i s t , that showed beyond doubt the determination and 
stubbornness of the BOche resistance i n every inch gained. Though we 
were as happy as could be expected, s t i l l the night brought us face to 
face with another adversary, whose remorseless onslaughts could not be 
subdued with shot or s h e l l as the damp and c h i l l of the open ground, 
settled into the very marrow of our bones, k i l l i n g the ardor of victory 
with nothing pined for i n greater anguish, than those discarded overcoats 
and the kitchens with their hot coffee, even though i t was black and un­
i n v i t i n g at times. 

S t i l l that same courage and calm resignation of the men which had 
often been put to the test under various conditions never f a l t e r e d an 
instant and the discomfort f e l t was l a i d to the fortunes of war, to be 
made l i g h t of, or d i s p e l l e d with the usual undaunted s p i r i t , when iron 
and nerve ?fas a l l that seemed l e f t . W i l l i n g s a c r i f i c e had become so 
wedged and part of our make up that fate had long ago been drummed out 
of our hearts as the areh^traitor who had treacherously joined forces, 
with new and ever chajnging elements to burden the l i f e of the doughboy 
with a series of (hardhsip^s^ which combined constant she l l i n g , loss of 
sleep night after n£prt7 followed by eonstant never ending fatigue and 
fthe misery of the unshakable companionship of the detested cooties who 
seemed i n league with the very d e v i l . 

However, there were others Outside our ranks, whose voices sent 
forth loud curses and lamentations over the obstacles they were encoun­
tering for i n the rear, the a r t i l l e r y was experiencing great d i f f i c u l t y 
i n keeping up with our advance due to the f a c t that the roads were few 
and what was l e f t of them cracked and sh e l l - t o r n , making a b a r r i e r nigh 
impassable and a herculean task to the sweating crew. Persistence, time 
and patience, part of the r i t u a l of militarism, f i n a l l y came i n c v i c t o r ­
ious, so the next day we were o f f again to push on steadily inch by inch 
with the r e a l i z a t i o n of obstinance i n every yard taken, showing a l l the 
p l a i n l y the enemy had thrown i n some of his reserves, i n a l a s t e f f o r t 
to stave off the vicious attacks of those he once derided i n abject 
scorn as juvenile f i g h t e r s and boyish sol d i e r s , unworthy of the name. 

I f this could be reckoned as a t r i a l of Yankee a b i l i t y , i t was now 
also the acid test of the ingenuity of trained German arms, which the 
world had grown to fear; harassed, hunted, driven from p i l l a r to post, 
never allowed to rest, t h i s vaunted war-tribe had been forced to show 
his best, which at present was not quite good enough to hope to cope 
with American enthusiasm and youthful doggedness. On we came b l i n d l y 
i t appeared at times, to the narrow r a i l r o a d track, which cut a path 
right through the heart of the forest, but here we were forced to move 
cautiously, picking each footstep, for the Boeiie machine-gun f i r e had 
grown so intense, the entire b a t t a l i o n was often compelled to l i e f l a t 
on their stomachs and hug the ground, as a perfect h a i l of menacing 
bu l l e t s swept over our heads i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s . 



-4-0-

I t was a time t o t e s t the courage and c a l l o u s n e s s o f the most ex­
p e r i e n c e d s o l d i e r and a g a i n I found m y s e l f c a s t i n g upward, g l a n c e s o f 
a d m i r i n g wonder, a t the t a l l , e r e c t form o f our i n t r e p i d l e a d e r , Major 
W h i t l e s s l e y , f o r w h i l e h i s o u t f i t g r o v e l e d i n the d u s t to escape the 
h a i l of s h o t , t h a t d o t t e d the a i r l i k e s n o w - f l a k e s , he c a l m l y w a l k e d up 
and down the t r a c k l i k e one w i t h a charmed l i f e , a p p a r e n t l y more con­
c e r n e d i n l o c a t i n g and f o c u s i n g h i s eyes on the d e a t h - d e a l i n g n e s t s o f 
t h e enemy, t h a t was r e t a r d i n g h i s p r o g r e s s . 

When n i g h t f e l l , we dug i n once more, t h e n t u r n e d t o the h a r d - t a c k 
and b u l l y - b e e f , w h ich the welcome r a t i o n d e t a i l had brought up w i t h a 
g r e a t r e l i s h . I t had been an e x h a u s t i n g day and one t h a t had t a x e d our 
energy t o the l i m i t , so those who found the o p p o r t u n i t y p r o m p t l y gave 
way t o the demands o f s l e e p , w h i l e o t h e r s n o t so f o n t u n a t e were d e t a i l e d 
to r e p l e n i s h the s u p p l y o f ammunition. The r u n n e r s t a f f took what r e s t 
c o u l d be had i n r e l a y s , f o r I had drawn on the companies f o r more ( m e , ) as 
t h o s e o f my own assignment were a l l used up on the r e l a y p o s t s as "we" 
advanced. 

Dawn b r o k e , r e g i s t e r i n g the 2 9 t h o f the month and found us a t i t 
a g a i n , w i t h A b r i du C r o c h e t , no?/ the o b j e c t i v e . The ground we were t o 
f o l l o w was f o u n d t o be t h o r o u g h l y i n f e s t e d w i t h t h e enemy, making i t 
n e c e s s a r y t o l e a v e w i t h t h e t h r e e r u n n e r s on each p o s t , t h r e e r i f l e m e n 
a l s o , t o g uard them, f o r i t must n o t be f o r g o t t e n , our l e f t f l a n k was 
s t i l l u n p r o t e c t e d and on numerous o c c a s i o n s , the venturesome Hun w ould 
f i l t e r i n and attempt a s u r p r i s e a t t a c k w h i c h i n v a r i a b l y f a i l e d i n i t s 
p u r p o s e . 

D e t e r m i n a t i o n seemed i n the v e r y a i r , as the o p p o s i n g f o r c e s met 
e v e r y o b s t a c l e p r e s e n t e d w i t h a g r i m unbending c o u r a g e , But we k e p t a t 
i t l i k e men i n a f o o t b a l l scrimmage, to do or d i e and were amply reward­
ed toward the c l o s e o f day, by s e t t i n g f o o t i n A b r i du C r o c h e t w i t h a 
f e e l i n g o f t h a n k s g i v i n g , So w e l l we m i g h t , f o r those t h a t were l e f t t o 
view t h i s v e r i t a b l e c i t y i n i t s e l f , w h i c h had undoubtedly been used as 
a German rest - c a m $ , were i n f o r an uncommon s u r p r i s e . 

There were c o u n t l e s s h u t s t o be f o u n d , made from the hewn t i m b e r 
o f the f o r e s t , A t y p i c a l German be e r - g a r d e n , w i t h t a b l e s and benches 
o f r u s t i c d e s i g n s c a t t e r e d about; a modest t h e a t r e tha't c o u l d s e a t ap­
p r o x i m a t e l y t h r e e hundred peo p l e and dug-outs o f s o l i d r e - i n f o r c e d c o n ­
c r e t e . Down some t w e n t y - f i v e s t e p s , we gazed s p e l l - b o u n d a t the scenes 
o f e v i d e n t l u x u r y and came t o the c o n c l u s i o n we were i n the former q u a r ­
t e r s o f Boche o f f i c e r s . The i n n e r w a l l s were p l a s t e r e d and a r t i s t i c a l l y 
d e c o r a t e d . C l e a r , r u n n i n g water came from f a u c e t s , combined w i t h b a t h ­
rooms, snug beds, rugs and framed p i c t u r e s on the w a l l s , gave an a i r o f 
wholesoineness about the underground p a l a c e s t h a t caused many t o ponder 
on the f i n e time F r i t z had h e r e , f o r the p a s t f o u r y e a r s and i t was 
r e a d i l y u n d e r s t o o d w i t h what r e g r e t he was c o m p e l l e d to r e l i n q u i s h h i s 
hold,*. 

The whole t h i n g seemed so l u d i c r o u s to the h a p l e s s Yanks, worn 
out i n body and mind w i t h n i g h t s o f s l e e p l e s s agony, t h a t we hoped w i t h 
e v e r y power w i t h i n us, t h a t t h i s haven and garden o f Sden would c a l l 
upon us f o r a p r o t r a c t e d s t a y , w i t h more t h a n the ground f o r a. bed and 
t h e s t a r r y r o o f o f the heavens f o r a s h e l t e r , f o r the need of r e s t was 
i n d e l i b l y i m pressed on the countenance o f e v e r y man. 



To the hundreds o f thousand of g a l l a n t American l a d s who have 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the r e m o r s e l e s s c a l l o f war's e x i g e n c y , t h e r e has come 
no doubt a t t i m e s , a f e e l i n g t h a t they were b e i n g made the "goat" o f 
o f f i c i a l a s p i r a t i o n s . A s o r t o f n a t u r a l r e monstrance, w i t h what ap­
peared t o them on t h e s u r f a c e , as unnecessary z e a l , i n some move t h a t 
might perhaps be l e f t u n t i l the morrow. 

We had r e a c h e d g o a l a f t e r g o a l , w i t h the t o u g h e s t k i n d o f h a r d s h i p , 
a t t e m p t i n g e v e r y t a s k s e t upon us i n a s p i r i t o f f o r t i t u d e , and t o be 
suddenly t h r u s t upon a p a r a d i s e such as A b r i du C r o c h e t a f f o r d e d , was 
almost the undoing o f t h o u g h t s o f f u t u r e s t r i f e . Here e v e r y man o f us 
would f e e l c o n t e n t t o s t a y i n d e f i n i t e l y , t o r e c u p e r a t e and bask i n the 
s u n l i g h t o f t h i s God-given o a s i s , w i t h n o t h i n g more perhaps t o worry over 
t h a n the c a l l t o d e f end i t . But p r o c r a s t i n a t i o n , we f o u n d , was not r e c k ­
oned w i t h on t h i s s e c t o r a t l e a s t , f o r b r i g h t and e a r l y the n e x t morning 
w h i l e daybreak was p e e p i n g t h r o u g h the c l o u d s , saw the u s u a l b a r r a g e 
g o i n g over and the human machinery f o l l o w i n g i t , t o be met on e v e r y s i d e 
w i t h heavy r e s i s t e n c e . 

T h i s time the Boche seemed t o have a good l i n e on us and was 
t e a r i n g t h i n g s up b a d l y , b u t we f o r t u n a t e l y w i t h s t o o d h i s b a r r a g e and 
our combat p a t r o l s were s e n t ahead t o determine the l o c a t i o n o f h i s 
machine-gun n e s t s . D u r i n g the advance we had come t o a r o a d t h a t was 
t h i c k l y c o v e r e d w i t h t h e s e p e s t s and found c r o s s i n g i t a d i f f i c u l t 
u n d e r t a k i n g , but i t was f i n a l l y a c c o m p l i s h e d w i t h a few c a s u a l t i e s and 
we came upon a German cemetery t h a t was n e a t l y a r r a n g e d and b o r d e r e d 
by a rough £ence, P a s s i n g on t o about t h r e e thousand y a r d s from the 
s p o t , we s e t about d i g g i n g i n once more, w h i l e a w a i t i n g the a r r i v a l o f 
the r a t i o n d e t a i l , b u t as n i g h t came and t h i s welcome body f a i l e d t o 
make i t s appearance, the Major d i s p a t c h e d a r u n n e r t o go back and f i n d 
the c a u s e . The r u n n e r r e t u r n e d s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s , r e p o r t i n g t h a t i n 
g o i n g around the cemetery, we had passed a l a r g e f o r c e o f German mach­
i n e gunners, t h a t were h i d d e n i n i t . 

A l a r g e combat p a t r o l was i m m e d i a t e l y o r g a n i z e d w i t h r i f l e g r e n ­
ades i n the hope o f c l e a r i n g the menace and a l l o w the r a t i o n d e t a i l t o 
come up, but our p a t r o l a c c o m p l i s h e d l i t t l e and i t was then Major Whit-
l e s s l e y d i s p a t c h e d h i s A d j u t a n t - L i e u t e n a n t A r t h u r McKeogh and two r u n ­
n e r s , J a c k H i r s c h k o ? / i t z and J a c k Munson w i t h a message t o r e g i m e n t a l 
h e a d q u a r t e r s t o r e p o r t our p o s i t i o n and the s i t u a t i o n . These t h r e e men 
f o u g h t o f f s e v e r a l Germans and a f t e r l a y i n g a l l n i g h t h i d d e n i n the 
u n d e r b r u s h , f i n a l l y worked t h e i r way out a t daybreak and g a i n e d the r e -
gimental_..commander, who p r o m p t l y sent a d d i t i o n a l t r o o p s and a r a t i o n de­
t a i l (JQBBHRS^ which a r r i v e d the f o l l o w i n g day. 

These r a t i o n s were c o r d i a l l y welcomed, as we had eaten what l i t t l e 
we had w i t h us the p r e v i o u s day, not h a v i n g f i g u r e d on b e i n g c u t o f f 
from our base o f s u p p l i e s and a l t h o u g h we were tret t h r o u g h , from the 
d r i z z l i n g r a i n and the t r e e s t h a t were s t i l l d r i p p i n g , we were reasonab^r 
c o n t e n t i n the t a s k o f b a i l i n g the water out o f our f u n n - i i o l ;s . Day 
a f t e r day and n i g h t a f t e r n i g h t , c o n d i t i o n s were becoming Y v o r s e as we 
c o n s t a n t l y advanced over, t h e rough ground. Always i t appeared a g a i n s t 
I n c r e a s i n g Boche numoers t h a n on days p r e v i o u s , but tne morale of t h e 
men was I n s p i r i n g , w i t n hut one aim to d r i v e tne enemy b e f o r e them. 



Just ahead Qf us tnrough Diie forest, for the past two days, 
appeared a heavy column of smoke, which arose from something that our 
a r t i l l e r y had destroyed with a d i r e c t h i t . It was a welcome sight that 
s i l e n t l y proclaimed the men of the a r t i l l e r y were surely overcoming a l l 
obstacles, and keeping ri g h t up with the infantry as we forged ahead. 

The cemetery was now cleared of the enemy and with a fresh supply 
of ammunition we went on again. 

October 1st came and found our wire-cutters r i g h t up v/ith the 
advance troops, experiencing considerably more labor than they had found 
i n the past and during the day we unearthed the smouldering mystery 
that had claimed everyones attention, by coming upon an immense dugout, 
large enough to house a great number of men. A d i r e c t h i t had caused 
the big roof to collapse and massive timbers were s t i l l smouldering. 
A number of German dead were strewn about and the whole section bore 
evidence of the aim and chaos caused by Yankee gunners. 

F i n a l l y , we established a, new l i n e , with a f e e l i n g of ^uitajtion,--^ 
conscious that we had so f a r overcome every endeavor of the Hun to stem 
thersweeping tide that was slowly but surely approaching h i s doom. 



CHAPTERS*. 
THE LOST BATTALIDN 

On the morning o f October 2nd, the f i r s t f a i n t glow o f the r i s i n g 
sun s l o w l y a r o s e , above the m i s t y h i l l s , t o anounce the coming o f another 
day, and the f i e n d i s h work b e f o r e u s . I t was the s i g n a l t o o , o f a f r e s h 
s t a r t i n the never e n d i n g f o r w a r d push, but t h i s time a g a i n s t g r e a t e r 
numbers o f the enemy, e n t r e n c h e d i n s t r o n g e r p o s i t i o n s , than we had ever 
met b e f o r e . A heavy b a r r a g e began t o b r e a k w i t h d i s c o m f o r t i n g a c c u r a c y , 
so c l o s e , t h a t i n a v e r y s h o r t t i m e , a l a r g e number o f c a s u a l t i e s formed 
a d i s c o u r a g i n g l i s t , t h a t e v e n t u a l l y f o r c e d us to a complete s t a n d s t i l l . 

Major W h i t l e s s l e y d e c i d e d to h o l d our p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n f o r the time 
b e i n g , and s e n t back a message a l o n g the runner system, e x p l a i n i n g t h a t 
a b a r r a g e from our s i d e would g r e a t l y f a c i l i t a t e m a t t e r s and the n e c e s s i t y 
of immediate a c t i o n t h e r e o n , l e s t our advance be f u r t h e r c u r t a i l e d . I n a 
s h o r t t i m e , the r e p l y came, s t a t i n g t h a t 12.50 F.M, we were t o f o l l o w the 
b a r r a g e t h a t would be l a i d down a t 12,30 s h a r p , and.to c o n t i n u e on, u n t i l 
we took the C h a r l e v a u x M i l l Road, and h o l d i t , REGARDLESS OF LOSSES. 

I was s t a n d i n g c l o s e to the Major when he assembled h i s company 
commanders, to a d v i s e them o f the o r d e r , w h i l e he i m p r e s s e d upon each of 
theny i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l , the importance and a b s o l u t e n e c e s s i t y o f c a r r y i n g 
out \fche mandate to the l e t t e r . Sure enough, on the s t r o k e o f 12.30, came 
a c r a s h and d e a f e n i n g r o a r t h a t r o c k e d the v e r y e a r t n , w h i c h t r e m b l e d as 
though i n f e a r and,we knew t h i s was the n o i s y s i g n a l t o s l i n g on our e q u i p 
ment and make r e a d y - t o f o l l o w the s t e r n e d i c t , no m a t t e r what the c o s t . - -. 

Ve were s t i l l t o t a s t e r a l i t t l e more o f the i r o n y o f f a t e i t seemed 
f o r h a r d l y had we stepped o u t , when a r a t i o n d e t a i l hove i n s i g h t , and 
f o r t h w i t h proceeded t o dump t h e i r cans o f c o r n e d w i l l y and h a r d t a c k on 
the ground, j u s t a l i t t l e too, l a t e t o r e c e i v e t h e customary welcome, f o r 
t h e o r d e r t o advance had a l r e a d y been g i v e n and t h e r e was s c a n t time t o do 
a n y t h i n g e l s e . Some o f t h o s e f o r t u n a t e enough t o pass t h e e d i b l e s , made 
the most o f i t by s n a t c h i n g h a n d f u l s as they swung a l o n g , w h i l e the major­
i t y were l e f t t o c o n s o l e themselves as b e s t they c o u l d , by c o n c e n t r a t i n g 
on the g i g a n t i c problem j u s t beyond t h a t b u r s t i n g b a r r a g e . 

I t was soon found the b a r r a g e was d o i n g m a g n i f i c e n t work and h e l p ­
i n g our p r o g r e s s immensely, w i t h o n l y the i n t e r m i t t e n t s p l u t t e r i n g o f the 
enemy 1s machine guns, t h a t a t times was i r r i t a t i n g and caused us to h e s i ­
t a t e , but o n l y f o r a few b r i e f seconds, then on a g a i n , to plunge through 
the t a n g l e d mass of w i l d e r n e s s , i n t e r w o v e n w i t h a. t h i c k network of barbed 
w i r e , w h i c h somewhat r e t a r d e d our movements and made the work of the w i r e -
c u t t e r s , not alone a d e x t e r o u s o c c u p a t i o n , but an e x c e e d i n g l y hazardous 
one. 

The s l o g a n now, was "keep as c l o s e as p o s s i b l e to the ground and 
evade the"machine-gun f i r e " f o r we f u l l y r e a l i z e d the s e r i o u s n e s s o f the 
s i t u a t i o n , which was brought home now and t h e n , by the a g o n i z e d c r i e s o f 
some o f our b u d d i e s , p r o v i n g one or more o f these damnable b u l l e t s had 
f o u n d a mark i n our r a n k s , i m p u l s i v e l y , the boys would h a l t perhaps f o r 
a second to t u r n i n the d i r e c t i o n o f the u n f o r t u n a t e ones, o f t e n via t o n i n g 
them f a l l out o f l i n e and attempt to c r a w l back, i f p o s s e s s e d o f s u f f i c i e n 
s t r e n g t h , h o p e f u l o f r e a c h i n g m e d i c a l a i d . 
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I t was ho easy m a t t e r t o w i t n e s s t h i s and pass one o f your own, w i t h 
seeming unconcern, p o w e r l e s s to o f f e r s u c c o r or even sympathy, but then 
those e x p l i c i t o r d e r s which, meant keep moving, l e f t n o t h i n g e l s e "but to 
r e t u r n the f i r e i n an attempt t o wipe out the h i d d e n n e s t s w i t h added z e s t * 

I w e l l remember one poor f e l l o w whom I stopped, as he d i g g e d h i s way 
backward, h o l d i n g h i s hand over a g a p i n g wound i n h i s c h e s t , to ask i f he 
thought he c o u l d make the f i r s t a i d s t a t i o n . He t u r n e d a h o p e l e s s l o o k 
a t me and had begun to w h i s p e r a r e p l y , when w i t h a s i c k e n i n g g roan, he 
r o l l e d o ver i n agony, f o r a n o t h e r Hun b u l l e t had p i e r c e d h i s h e e l , as though 
i t was made o f paper . I t was Indeed h a r d t o l e a v e him t o h i s f a t e and t o r ­
t u r e , and t o those who saw i t , came a b i t t e r d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o make F r i t z 
pay deatrly * 

We began t o f i n d t h a t k e e p i n g l i a i s o n w i t h the f l a n k i n g b a t t a l i o n s 
i n the denseness o f the f o r e s t was almost an u t t e r i m p o s s i b i l i t y , f o r t o 
advance meant chan g i n g the c o u r s e every few j^ards, due to the l a b y r i n t h o f 
b r u s h and w i r e . I t was n o t h i n g b u t f i g h t , bomb and s h o o t , e v e r y minute, 
u n t i l we came to the c r e s t o f a s t e e p h i l l t h a t r o s e above a deep r a v i n e , 
t h r o u g h w h i c h ' t r i c k l e d a c l e a r stream o f c r y s t a l w a t e r . D i r e c t l y ahead, 
couici/be seen another l o f t y i n c l i n e , mounting from the same r a v i n e and a l 
whose^ c r e s t r a n the much c o v e t e d Oharlevaux H i l l -load, our main o b j e c t i v e . 

Whities»ley c a l l e d a h a l t i n o r d e r to d e v i s e the b e s t means o f 
c r o s s i n g the l i t t l e b r i d g e t h a t spanned the stream, f o r e v e r y i n c h of i t 
was i n p e r f e c t range arid c o v e r e d by German machine-gunners, and the. prob­
lem was how to get over w i t h the l e a s t p o s s i b l e c a s u a l t i e s . But t o l i n g e r 
l o n g where we s t o o d meant l o s s e s t o o , so w i t h hopes f o r the b e s t , we 
s t a r t e d down the s l o p i n g s i d e s and h u s t l e d a c r o s s the span, f i v e y a r ds be­
h i n d the one i n f r o n t , c r o u c h i n g low, s t i l l w i t h a l l c u r p r e c a u t i o n s , 
F r i t z *s d e a d l y aim was g e t t i n g a l m o s t every e i g h t h man. 

I t was j us tT t u r n i n g dusk, when what was l e f t o f Companies A,B,C,E, 
G and IT, o f the 308th I n f a n t r y , w i t h s e c t i o n s of Companies G and D o f the 
306th machine-gun b a t t a l i o n , s t a r t e d to d i g t h e i r f u n k - h o l e s on-the s i d e 
o f t h e h i l l , j u s t belov,- the r o a d we hoped to c a p t u r e . Our c a s u a l t i e s i n 
the days advance numbered e i g h t y , out of a combined s t r e n g t h o f approxim­
a t e l y seven hundred, so we b u s i e d o u r s e l v e s w i t h r e o r g a n i z a t i o n as i i ^ e a l o d 

t he Ida j o r . 

The f i r s t and second b a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s formed the c e n t e r , w i t h 
companies A below and M, G, and H, to the l e f t , w h i l e S and G oo--vpied the 
r i g h t , w i t h the machine-gunners p r o t e c t i n g our f l a n k s . I n t h a t . I Q - T we 
f i n a l l y s e t t l e d down f o r the n i g h t , to f r e s h e n up f o r the 'morning, f ul?. y 
p r e p a r e d to c a r r y on the m i s s i o n and h o l d the o b j e c t i v e , r e g a r d l e s s o f 
a n y t h i n g . The f i r s t message s e n t back v i a the human r e i g y , gave our pos­
i t i o n and s t a t e d the o b j e c t i v e had been r e a c h e d . Then came the a s s i g n i n g 
o f the o u t p o s t s , w h i l e those n o t on d e t a i l soon f e l l o f f i n sound s l e e p , 
even though the Boche f l a r e s went up r e g u l a r l y , and t h e i r t e l l - t a l e l i g h t 
f l i c k e r e d t h r o u g h the l e a v e s " l i k e f i r e f l i e s on a summer evening'. I t was 
our f i r s t n i g h t i n the pocket and t h e l a s t p e a c e f u l one f o r many days. 

Daybreak came, end one o f our men on o u t p o s t d u l y had bagged a 
p r i s o n e r . He was a surj>rised German who hah r e a d i l y s u ^ e n d e ^ e d and wa.s 
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p r o m p t l y inarched to 'Major v / h i t l e s s l e y who q u e s t i o n e d him a t some l e n g t h . 
H i s s t o r y was f a r from e n c o u r a g i n g , d i s c l o s i n g the f a c t t h a t t h e r e was 
a l a r g e number o f Boche i n the immediate v i c i n i t y and added t h a t he was 
one o f a f r e s h c o n t i n g e n t o f t r o o p s t h a t had been b r o u g h t up d u r i n g the 
n i g h t . Coming on top o f t h i s c h e e r l e s s i n f o r m a t i o n was the d i s c o v e r y 
t h a t the 3C7th i n f a n t r y on the r i g h t and the F r e n c h on the l e f t had 
f a i l e d t o come up on the l i n e w i t h us, t h e r e b y l e a v i n g both of our f l a n k s 
e n t i r e l y exposed and open t o the enemy's f i r e . 

F o r sometime, Major V / h i t l e s s l e y s t u d i e d the s i t u a t i o n i n t h o u g h t f u l 
s i l e n c e , then suddenly d i r e c t e d me to have a runner r e p o r t to him a t once 
The o u t p o s t man w i t h h i s p r i s o n e r was d i r e c t e d to e s c o r t the German back 
a l o n g the runner r o u t e to the r e g i m e n t a l I . d. and a l s o r e p o r t the p e r i l 
to our f l a n k s . F i f t e e n minutes had h a r d l y passed when b o t h r e t u r n e d a-
g a i n , r e p o r t i n g to the Major t h a t our r u n n e r - p o s t n e a r e s t the p o c k e t bad 
u ndoubtedly been shot up, f o r t h e r e was no s i g n of them, he a l s o added 
.Viaving seen a. number of Boche m i l l i n g around i n the bush t o the r e a r . 
Here was u n m i s t a k a b l e e v i d e n c e t h a t the enemy had not been i d l e d u r i n g to­
n i g h t and had f i l t e r e d i n w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e numbers and e n t r e n c h e d i n the 
v a l l e y , and on the h i l l i n back of u s . There was no doubt a t a l l , t h a t 
t h e r e were p l e n t y i n f r o n t , so then they must s i - r e l y be w e l l formed on 
our ( f l a n k s . 

r t ^ j s a s f a r from a p l e a s a n t s e n s a t i o n t h a t now g r i p p e d e v e r y man,, 
who had been g o i n g s t r o n g and e n d u r i n g a l l the f o r t u n e s o f war s t o i c a l l y , 
e v e r s i n c e they had become seasoned f i g h t i n g men, b u t t o f i n d themselves 
a t l a s t c o m p l e t e l y hemmed i n on a i l s i d e s w i t h o n l y remote chances o f 
g e t t i n g r e l i e f , makes i t d i f f i c u l t t o d e s c r i b e the f e e l i n g s o f d i s g u s t 
o f the e n t i r e o u t f i t as the news q u i c k l y s p r e a d . Ko one appeared t o 
know what would be the n e x t move, or who s h o u l d execute i t . Vfe were i'. 
l i k e the p i e c e s on a c h e c k e r b o a r d i n a bad c o r n e r surrounded by k i n g s , 
and i t was w i t h j u s t t h e s e i m p r e s s i o n s t h a t I found my eyes s e e k i n g those 
o f the Major's, .endeavoring to n o t * t h e s l i g h t e s t gleam o f hope i n them. 

T h i s I f e l t s u r e , was h i s g r e a t e s t hour o f a d v e r s i t y . Would he be 
a b l e to r e t a i n t h a t o u t e r demeanor o f calmness, a t a time when p a n i c was 
k n o c k i n g f o r a d m i t t a n c e , and w h i l e the burden o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y seemed 
r e s t i n g h e a v i l y on h i s s h o u l d e r s ? I f h i s nerve was s o r e l y t r i e d , he had 
not begun to show i t , a l t h o u g h i t was p a t e n t t h a t he was c a l l i n g upon 
ev e r y ounce o f the s t o r e d energy,of a s t o u t h e a r t and a c t i v e b r a i n , i n an 
endeavor t o u n r a v e l the s k e i n o f d i s a p p o i n t i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s , w i t h the 
n onchalance o f a thorough s p o r t , b e t r a y i n g not the s l i g h t e s t cause f o r 
m i s t r u s t , or a break i n h i s u s u a l t a c i t u r n l e a d e r s h i p . 

The Major's f i r s t a c t , a f t e r the s i t u a t i o n had s e t h i s i n g e n u i t y 
to work, was t o have p r i v a t e T o l l e f s o n , the man i n charge of the c a r r i e r 
p i g e o n s , r e p o r t t o him w i t h one o f h i s winged messenger8, and l o s t no 
time i n w r i t i n g a message t o D i v i s i o n Headquarters, w h i c h h e . i n s e r t e d , i n 
the l i t t l e tube hanging from the nervous b i r d ' s l e g , w h i l e we watched 
the s t a r t CCf i t s f l i g h t , t h a t meant l i f e or death t o many, as i t soared 
h i g h e r and h i g h e r to be l o s t t o t h e v i s i o n i n the t h i c k , s t i f l i n g smoke 
c l o u d s , h a n g i n g l i k e a .pal. 1 . Dawn had s c a r c e l y c u t a r i f t i n the s t a r ­
l i t heavens, b e f o r e the Major d i r e c t e d L i e u t e n a n t W i l h e l m , i n command, 
of Company S, to take h i s men and j o i n Company D, and F, who had met 
p o w e r f u l r e s i s t a n c e coming up 'on the west o f the r a v i n e , b e i n g f c r e e d 
to h a l t about a thousand yards t o our r e a r on the l e f t . The L i e t e n a n t 1 s 
o r d e r s were to a t t a c k w i t h them, i n o r d e r t o b r i n g these oor.ipnni.es f o r -
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ward to our l i n e . lie was also instructed to send some of his men to 
break t h e i r way through to the rear, so that rations could come through, 
for a l l we possessed was the scanty handfuls, the lucky ones had been 
able to grab, as they passed the ration d e t a i l the previous day. 

Just aboiit this time, Company K of the 307th Infantry, who had 
advanced a l i t t l e ahead of their o u t f i t during the night, came up on 
our right with about eighty men, i n command of Captain Holderman. I t 
i s needless to state they were quite welcome and received an immediate 
assignment to a position on the r i g h t flank. The Hun a r t i l l e r y had 
begun to entertain us with s h e l l s , but fortunately t h e i r f i r e had very 
l i t t l - 6 e f f e c t on our immediate position, which was due i n part to the 
fa c t , that we had dug i n on the side of the h i l l , while most of their 
missies landed i n the valley behind us, throwing great geysers of mud 
and water i n the a i r , when they f e l l into the stream. 

Hardly an hour had passed before the enemy a r t i l l e r y added . s j n 
trench mortar to their work, which from their position sever al^yaraif^' 
from us were able to drop shells mighty close to the foot of the h i l l , 
landing with a sickening heavy thud and roar, tearing the earth asunder 
and sending stones and mud f l y i n g i n a l l directions, whose jagged frag­
ments would whistle and f a l l i n our midst. 

\ J t was during this s h e l l i n g that eighteen men, a l l that remained 
of Company E, reported back, saying they had been unable to carry out 
the order to j o i n Companies D and P, as they had encountered the enemy . 
i n overwhelming force, and that Lieutenant Wilhelm, with a few men, had 
managed to get through, but had ordered the rest to return to the b a l ­
ance of the b a t t a l i o n . 

That the s i t u a t i o n was becoming very grave was evidenced by the 
fact that i t had beeOme necessary for Major Whitlessley to go among the 
men and i n sense, reorganize the whole position, so that we would be 
prepared fr-om an attack frpm either of the four sides at any time. Firsti 
he posted machine-gunners on the flanks, allowing them a sweeping f i r e 
through the ravine, then a patrol was sent out, comsisting of f i v e men 
who would scout the valley and report what they found, but that was the 
l a s t we ever saw of them. 

As the dayr wore on, the voices of the enemy could be d i s t i n c t l y 
heard coming from every angle, seeming to draw closer and closer, through 
the heavy brush i n the valley and on our flanks. Now and then, our mach­
ine gunners, t i r e d of their boldness, would open a h a i l of b u l l e t s at 
them, which invariably was answered by the echoing shrieks of terror and 
pain, as the Boche wounded showed our men had h i t the mark with t e l l i n g 
e f f e c t , and the subsequent excitement in the voices of F r i t z grew louder, 
u n t i l the German commands i n sharp snappy accents could be discerned 
quite p l a i n l y i n our l i n e s , while we i n t u i t i v e l y made ready for an at­
tack from that quarter. Just across from the top of one of the h i l l s , 
towered a c l i f f , some twenty feet high, making i t almost impossible to 
observe movements from our p o s i t i o n . Dusk had settled and the Boche 
commands were coming lohder and their voices clearer, then suddenly a 
shower of hand-grenades came crashing down upon us, h i t t i n g many of our 
boys, but we held our f i r e , u n t i l they became careless and within range. 

A jserman command rang out i n , brisk authoritative brusoneness, 
evidently an order to renew the dose of grenades and as they stood erect, 



p o i s e d f o r the o n s l a u g h t , our men opened f i r e , c a t c h i n g them i n p o s i t i o n . 
Loud c r i e s , groans and g e n e r a l e x c i t e m e n t t o l d us our w a i t i n g had not 
been i n v a i n , and w i t h q u i c k s c u r r y i n g movements i n t h e b r u s h , came the 
t e l l t a l e s i g n s t h a t they were h a s t i l y d r a g g i n g t h e i r wounded beyond 
r e a c h . 

Our machine-gunners were not o f much use j u s t now, as they were 
b u s i l y engaged i n making re a d y t o r e p e l any p o s s i b l e a t t a c k f r o m the v a l ­
l e y , but t h e l e f t f l a n k was s u r e l y g e t t i n g a bad d r u b b i n g , f o r a runner 
came w i t h a r e q u e s t f o r more men i m m e d i a t e l y , and o f the few t h a t c o u l d 
be s p a r e d , o n l y h a l f reached th e p o i n t o f s e r v i c e , the r e s t b e i n g e i t h e r 
k i l l e d or wounded by Hun machine-guns, which had j o i n e d i n the a t t a c k , 
l a s t i n g an h o u r . 

N i g h t , t h a t s p e c i a l a l l y o f mercy, c r e p t i n once more and was spent 
by us i n b u r y i n g the dead and d r e s s i n g the wounded, accompanied by the 
neavy thud of m o r t a r s or the g h a s t l y f l a r e s of the enemy. I t was the 
end o f our f i r s t day i n t h i s Hades, w h i c h saw Our s t r e n g t h r e d u c e d t o 
a l i t t l e more tha n f i v e hundred men, so we were a n x i o u s t o see t h a t the 
dead and rounded/were s t r i p p e d o f t h e i r ammunition, f o r everyone knew 
the i n t r i n s i c v a l u e o f each c a r t r i d g e t h a t was f i t f o r u s e . 

V The a p p e a l s o f our wounded f o r water was h e a r t - r e n d i n g , and some 
o f the^hoys unable t o s t a n d i t l o n g e r , threw c a u t i o n to t h e winds, as 
t h e y c r a w l e d hand over hand, on t h e i r stomachs, down the t r e a c h e r o u s 
h i l l and s l i p p e d i n t o the v a l l e y toward t h a t s p a r k l i n g s p r i n g , t h e y 
knew had been broken i n i t s c o u r s e , i n o r d e r t o f i l l a few canteens out 
o f the mud h o l e s . 

Two m e d i c a l men went from f u n k h o l e t o f u n k h o l e , l e n d i n g a i d as 
b e s t they c o u l d , w h i l e the M ajor, f l i t t e d here and t h e r e , w i t h c o m f o r t i n g 
words and the promise t h a t the o u t l o o k l o o k e d b r i g h t f o r an e a r l y r e l i e f ^ 
O u t s i d e o f a l o n g i n g f o r f o o d and d r i n k which I had d e t e r m i n e d l y en­
deavored t o subdue, a new c r a v i n g seemed g o g r i p me l i k e w i l d h y s t e r i a 
i t i a e r a s i n g f o r a c i g a r e t t e , b u t a l l 1 p o s s e s s e d was a h a l f f i l l e d bag 
o f Durham and a few crumpled p a p e r s , t h a t were f a r too damp f o r the pur­
pose , so I c o n s o l e d m y s e l f w i t h the knowledge t h a t even i f t h e y w&re i n 
p e r f e c t c o n d i t i o n , I would h a r d l y d a re s t r i k e a match t h a t would be a 
t a r g e t I n the i n k y d a r k n e s s . 

Thoughts o f comfort had no p l a c e h e r e , f o r one had o n l y to gaze 
about a t the s u f f e r i n g and d e a t h t o be found on every hand, wondering 
whose t u r n would be n e x t and thank h i s God, t h a t he s t i l l r e t a i n e d l i f e 
a n d l i m b u nscathed, i n t h i s tomb of c o n s t a n t s t r i f e . S l o w l y a s though 
r e l u c t a n t , the v e i l o f n i g h t drew away, t o g i v e p l a c e t o the w a i t i n g 
dawn o f a n o t h e r day, a day t h a t would m i n g l e hope w i t h d e s p a i r , a coming 
menace to l i f e and l i m b , and t h r o u g h the c o l d grey m i s t , l i f t i n g g r a d ­
u a l l y skyward, c o u l d be seen the e r o i i c h e d forms o f our B u d d i e s , huddled 
a n d cramped i n the l i t t l e f u n k - h o l e s , always p e e r i n g ahead or to the 
s i d e , e x p e c t i n g the unknown and e n d e a v o r i n g to p i e r c e the b r i e r o f the 
t h i c k b r u s h , w i t h eyes t h a t shone w i t h the i n t e n s e n e s s and keen v i s i o n 
o f savage b e a s t s a t bay. 

The s l i g h t e s t move, the snap o f a bush or sound o f s Hun v o i c e 
would be answered by the sharp c r a c k o f r i f l e s , or the s p u t , s p u t , sput 
Of our machine-guns, f o l l o w e d by the u s u a l y e l l s o f the wounded Boche 
as they f e l l . 



Th e Major had a g a i n put a s i d e pure m i l i t a r i s m and was "busying him­
s e l f i n the more humane o c c u p a t i o n , o f p a s s i n g i n and out amongst the 
wounded, w i t h e x t r a words o f cheer and encouragement. The s i g h t o f so 
many d i s a b l e d was maddening, but'be i t s a i d t o the c r e d i t o f the s u f f e r - ^ 
e r s , they bore up m a n f u l l y w i t h the f o r t i t u d e o f h e r o e s , as they l a y b l 
i n g and f r i g h t f u l l y maimed, e n d u r i n g t h e most e x c r u c i a t i n g agony w i t h 
s m a l l chance f o r a i d , s t i l l t h a n k f u l f o r the s l i g h t e s t a t t e n t i o n shown 
them, w h i c h m a i n l y c o n s i s t e d o f an a m a t e u r i s h attempt a t bandaging, f o r 
c o a g u l a t i o n o f the b l o o d t o c l o s e the g a p i n g wounds, was depended upon 
to be more s u c c e s s f u l . . 

Then came a g a i n , the g r e a t e r demands upon our overwrought n e r v e s 
i n those s t e a d y h a l f w h i s p e r e d c r i e s f o r w a t e r , a r e q u e s t t h a t p i e r c e d 
o n e f s h e a r t , when i t was r e a l i z e d by a l l , t h a t a t r i p t o t h a t mudhole i n 
the v a l l e y now meant d e a t h , f o r the s p o t was c o v e r e d by the enemy machine 
guns, s t i l l some unable t o l o n g e r s t a n d the a p p e a l s , took the r i s k and 
never r e t u r n e d t o t h e m i s s i o n o f mercy. 

P a t r o l s had been s e n t out i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s , i n the f a i n t hope 
o f f i n d i n g sOme l o o p h o l e i n t h i s chasm of d e a t h , t o r e p o r t the u r g e n t 
need of f o o d , m e d i c a l s u p p l i e s and ammunition, a l l o f w h i c h ebbed l o w e r 
and [Lower ev e r y m i n u t e . These p a t r o l s never r e t u r n e d e i t h e r , and we 
f u l l V u n d e r s t o o d the f u t i l i t y o f e x p e c t i n g h e l p t h r o u g h t h i s c o u r s e , f o r 
we were c o m p l e t e l y s e a l e d by a s o l i d c i r c u l a r w a l l o f s h o t and s h e l l , 
f rom a r l ~ comjaunicEtion w i t h the o u t s i d e w o r l d . 

I n d e s p e r a t i o n , a c a r r i e r p i g e o n was next t r i e d , w i t h t h e same 
f r u i t l e s s r e s u l t , so t h e r e seemed n o t h i n g e l s e l e f t b u t the f i g h t t h a t 
s t i l l remained w i t h i n us, on and on, t o t h e b i t t e r end, a g a i n s t odds we 
c o u l d but g u e s s . 

My f u n k - h o l e was shared by P r i v a t e J i m l a r n e y , i n c h a rge of 
B a t t a l i o n A e r o p l a n e s i g n a l * p a n e l s , and B a t t a l i o n Sergeant Major Ben 
Gaedeke. A number o f b a d l y wounded machine-gunners l & y c l o s e b e s i d e us, 
w i t h one o f t h e i r o f f i c e r s , L i e u t e n a n t Peabody, who j o k e d and s m i l e d a t 
h i s men, i n an attempt t o l i g h t e n t h e i r s u f f e r i n g , now and t h e n promis­
i n g them we were g o i n g t o g i v e the Boche !hnerry h e l l " , t hen c a l l i n g t o 
t h e i r n o t i c e the r a t - t a t - t a t o f our guns whenever a s a l v o was t u r n e d i n 
the d i r e c t i o n o f the Eun> From the v o i c e andCw.ari^attempts a t g a i e t y of 
t h i s noble o f f i c e r , one would h a r d l y surmize he, t o o , was c o m p e l l e d . t o 
l i e t h e r e , h e l p l e s s , w i t h a f r i g h t f u l s h a t t e r e d l e g , t h a t b l e d : c o p i o u s l y , 

The t r e n c h m o r t a r s had begun t o pound us a g a i n and the heavy 
thuds of t h e i r d e a d l y charges c r e p t c l o s e r each minute, I n c r e a s i n g i n 
volums&as F r i t z warmed t o h i s work, German v o i c e s were h e a r d a g a i n , t o o , 
t h i s time c a r r y i n g commands we f e l t were the d e a t h k n e l l to a l l t h i n g s 
l i v i n g i n t h i s p l a c e o f m i s e r y . On e v e r y s i d e , these v o i c e s now a r o s e , 
but appeared t o be more'numerous on the f l a n k s and r e a r . 

A l o n g towards the a f t e r n o o n , t h e y put over a machine-gun b a r ­
r a g e , w h i c h l a s t e d an h o ur, r a k i n g the h i l l w i t h a damnable f i r e t h a t 
made us huddle c l o s e r t o the ground, marking the p r o x i m i t y o f the s h o t s 
by the b r e a k i n g o f the t w i g s c o v e r i n g our f a c e s , w h ich w e r e ' c l i p p e d o f f 
as the b u l l e t s w h i z z e d by. The Germans sent many o f our boys West, t h a t 
a f t e r n o o n , and among them the brave l i e u t e n a n t Peabody, he w i t h the l i g h t 
h e a r t under most t r y i n g c o n d i t i o n s , f o r the poor f e l l o w had become so 
weakened from l o s s o f b l o o d , t h a t he was unable t o s h e l t e r h i m s e l f i n the 



b r u s h and a m e r c i f u l b u l l e t from the enemy ended h i s h e r o i c c a r e e r . 

L i k e a thunder storm, the barrage s l o w l y s u b s i d e d and we c a u t i o u s l y 
: aro s e t o a c r o u c h i n g p o s i t i o n In. f u l l e x p e c t a t i o n o f an a t t a c k , which' 
d i d come i n the form o f a shower o f hand grenades from the top of the 
h i l l . 'host of us had begun t o develop a nervous t e n s i o n t h a t seemed on 
the verge o f b r e a k i n g , g r e a t l y a i d e d by the never c e a s i n g pangs o f 
hunger and extreme e x h a u s t i o n and i t was a gruesome s i g h t t o see the 
l i v i n g t u r n t o the g h o u l i s h work o f s e a r c h i n g the dead, t o scan the pack 
and p o c k e t s o f a d e p a r t e d Buddy f o r a p o s s i b l e b i t e o f h a r d t a c k or any­
t h i n g t h a t c o u l d foe e a t e n . I was f o r t u n a t e t o f i n d a b a t t e r e d condiment 
cam t h a t s t i l l contained, a few g r a i n s of rcround c o f f e e , which I chewed 
r a v e n o u s l y * * 

Suddenly the hum o f an a l l i e d a e r o p l a n e was h e a r d and P r i v a t e 
Larney was o r d e r e d t o d i s p l a y our b a t t a l i o n s i g n a l as i t f l e w n e a r e r , 
w i t h the hope t h a t the o b s e r v e r i n t h e sky would l o c a t e u s . Bach time 
L a r n e y e x e c u t e d t h i s move, he d i d so a t a g r e a t r i s k t o h i s l i f e , f o r 
i t was n e c e s s a r y t h a t he s p r e a d t he w h i t e t r i a n g l e w i t h i t s b l a c k square 
on the ground, amid a h a i l of b u l l e t s , d e s i g n a t i n g F i r s t B a t t a l i o n Head­
q u a r t e r s , b u t w i t h t a n t a l i z i n g m i s f o r t u n e , no answ e r i n g s i g n a l ever 
dropped t o t e l l they u n d e r s t o o d . But they d i d drop many packages which 
undoubtedly c o n t a i n e d f o o d , t h a t always f e l l t h r o u g h the guidance o f an 
i n e x o r a b l e f a t e , , i n t o . t h e enemy l i n e s . 

V K l g h t a g a i n b l o t t e d the scene o f carnage w i t h a new and t e r r i f i c 
n o i s e from American r i f l e s and machine-guns i n the r e a r o f t h e h i l l , 
a nnouncing p l a i n l y enough a g r e a t s t r u g g l e was on, i n an e f f o r t t o 
d r i v e the Boche from h i s p o s i t i o n . a n d r e a c h u s . A l l t h r o u g h the clamp, 
c h i l l y d a r k n e s s , we l a y q u i e t and h o p i n g , w i t h o u t K t h e warmth o f an 
o v e r c o a t or s h e l t e r of a b l a n k e t , j u s t t r y i n g t o ease weakness and 
b r a i n f a g , w h i l e the b a t t l e above raged on w i t h i n t e n s e d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

We were a t t h a t s t a g e , when the morrows e x e c u t i o n seemed p a r t o f 
the days 1, r o u t i n e , f i n d i n g many of us a t the dawn o f the f i f t h day, 
s t a r i n g l i s t l e s s l y a t t h a t ominous h i l l t o p , w i t h a w i l d e x p r e s s i o n t h a t 
p r o c l a i m s i n s a n i t y . Death, s t a r v a t i o n , exposure and e x h a u s t i o n had a t 
l a s t s e t t h e i r mark, w h i l e h o p e l e s s abandon had stepped i n t o make the 
l a s t hours seem l i k e days of t o r t u r e . 

i l a j o r b l i i t l e s s l e y , who had earned the s o b r i q u e t o f the "Han w i t h 
the charmed l i f e " , c o n t i n u e d h i s u s u a l t o u r of i n s p e c t i o n , r e g a r d l e s s 
o f the f a c t t h a t the a i r was l i t e r a l l y a l i v e w i t h b u l l e t s of eve r y de­
s c r i p t i o n , and h i s a c t i o n s s h o u l d have been an i n s p i r a t i o n to our s h a t ­
t e r e d n e r v e s , but we were f a r beyond t h a t now. 

C a p t a i n George HeMiSrtry, second I n command, was a n o t h e r who d e f i e d 
the c u r s e d f a t e , and l i k e the hajc-r, showed a deep contempt f o r the Boohe 
or a n y t h i n g c o n n e c t e d w i t h him, f o r he was c o n s t a n t l y on the move, t r y ­
i n g to bra c e up what was l e f t o f u s . The d e a d l y t r e n c h - m o r t a r s , as 
though w o r k i n g on s t u d i e d s c h e d u l e , had a g a i n commenced the days t o l l , 
and we were s t e a d i l y l o s i n g men. Our ammunition was now used s p a r i n g l y 
and o n l y when i t was' a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y , f o r we were f i n d i n g fewer 
b u l l e t s on the person o f our newly dead comrade^ 



Tlie a t t a c k s on the l e f t had become h e a v i e r and b o l d e r , showing 
the enemy had begun t o sense our s t e a d y growing h e l p l e s s n e s s , b u t 
L i e u t e n a n t C u l l e n and h i s men were f i g h t i n g e x c e p t i o n a l l y w e l l on 
t h i s f l a n k , w i t h s t a n d i n g every attempt o f the Hun w i t h g a l l a n t s t u b ­
b o r n n e s s . L a t e i n the a f t e r n o o n o f t h i s day, came the most calam­
i t o u s p e r i o d o f a l l our p r e v i o u s e x p e r i e n c e and s t r u g g l e s , when i t 
was d i s c o v e r e d t h a t an American b a r r a g e w hich was supposed t o have 
been d i r e c t e d on a masked f o r m a t i o n o f the enemy j u s t a l i t t l e beyond 
us, w i t h the I n t e n t i o n o f b r e a k i n g up t h e i r p r e p a r e d a t t a c k , was f a l l ­
i n g r i g h t i n t o our ranks and f o r n e a r l y two hours t h e i r d e a d l y 7 5 1 s 
t o r e up t h e ground a l l about us m e r c i l e s s l y , l e a v i n g d e a t h and c o n f u s ­
i o n t o add t o our s u f f e r i n g . 

We were o r d e r e d t o move f u r t h e r t o the r i g h t o f the h i l l , where 
i t was s l i g h t l y more wooded, a f f o r d i n g a l i t t l e more p r o j e c t i o n , b u t 
b e f o r e we l e f t , the Major wrote the f o l l o w i n g message "Your b a r r a g e i s 
f a l l i n g on u s ; f o r GodJs sake, s t o p i t 1 . " • The l a s t c a r r i e r p i g e o n was 
then b r o u g h t t o htm and the b r i e f p r o t e s t r o l l e d and i n s e r t e d i n the 
t i n y h o l d e r , and 1 w i l l never f o r g e t t h a t moment o r the t houghts t h a t 
came t o me, as I watched th e t r e m b l i n g t h i n g , p e r c h e d on the palm of 
the Major's hand, as he s t o o d as e r e c t as an arrow i n h i s f u n k h o l e . 
The f r i g h t e n e d b i r d , Yfhose name, by the way, was "Cher Ami", f a l t e r e d 

a moment, f o r the a i r was f i l l e d w i t h f l y i n g s t o n e s , branches 
r e e s , mud and men b e i n g blown t o p i e c e s w i t h the f o r c e o f a c y c l o n e 

T h i s poor f e a t h e r e d c r e a t u r e , we knew was a l s o weak from l a c k 
o f f o o d and perhaps l i k e i t s human companions, " l o n g e d f o r escape from 

1 ! t h i s i n f e r n o , so a t f i r s t i t f l u t t e r e d f e e b l y , perhaps u n d e c i d e d what 
to do or what co u r s e t o p u rsue, then i t a r o s e , dodging the f l y i n g de­
b r i s and was l o s t t o us i n the dense smoke, w h i l e everyone b r e a t h e d 
a God-speed f o r i t s s u c c e s s f u l f l i g h t . 

We were moving s l o w l y to our new rendezvous, w i t h Ben Gaedeke; 
our S e r g e a n t M a j o r , not. t e n f e e t i n f r o n t o f me, when t h e r e came a. 
b l i n d i n g f l a s h and t e r r i f i c r o a r , as a s h e l l b u r s t j u s t beyond me, 
then e v e r y t h i n g went b l a c k , w h i l e e a r t h o and r o c k s t h a t had been t o s s e d 
h i g h i n the a i r began t o f a l l . I had n o t seen Ben h i t and I never 
saw him a f t e r w a r d , nor c o u l d a v e s t i g e o f h i s c l o t h i n g be l o c a t e d . 
He was j u s t b l o t t e d o f f the e a r t h , by h i s own countrymen's s h e l l . 
Another s t e r l i n g c h a r a c t e r and e x c e l l e n t s o l d i e r had p a i d t h e supreme 
s a c r i f i c e . 

X now caught s i g h t o f J i m L a r n e y , about t w e n t y - f i v e f e e t away 
and h e a r d him t e l l me he was corning o v e r , i n q u i r i n g i f 1 was a l l r i g h t , 
but he had h a r d l y g a i n e d my s i d e , when anoth e r d e a f e n i n g c r a s h o f a 
75 a c t u a l l y u p r o o t e d a t r e e and f l u n g I t h i g h i n the a i r , showering 
e v e r y t h i n g w i t h fragments a few seconds l a t e r . I t was J i m T s t u r n 
t h i s t i m e , h a v i n g been s t r u c k on the arm and l e g , so I t o r e the 
s l e e v e o f h i s c o a t t o make bandages and stopped the f l o w o f b l o o d as 
b e s t X c o u l d under the t e r r i f y i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s , u n t i l a sudden l u l l , 
and the American b a r r a g e ceased e n t i r e l y . 

Thank God, our p r a y e r s had been answered. "Cher Ami" had 
" r e a c h e d the g o a l , b u t the game l i t t l e hero had l o s t a l e g and an eye, 

i n the performance of i t s h e r o i c s e r v i c e , we l e a r n e d l a t e r . 
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"Back t o your f u n k h o l e s " was the n e x t o r d e r , and h a l f c a r r y i n g , 
h a l f d r a g g i n g Jim w i t h me, we stumbled and f e l l quite o f t e n over the 
s h e l l - t o r n h i l l , t o f i n d i n the end our f u n k h o l e s were no more, f o r a l l 
o f them had been blown i n , making i t n e c e s s a r y t o d i g ; new ones a t once. 

Where the Yank 75's had l e f t o f f , the Boche began a g a i n , raid i n 
a d d i t i o n t o b e i n g v i g o r o u s l y s h e l l e d , s t a v i n g o f f a t t a c k s , a t t e m p t i n g 
to c a r e f o r the wounded and bury our dead, the i n s i s t e n t pangs o f hun­
ger was f a s t d r i v i n g us to sheer madness. J i m T.arney, i n a h a l f s i t t i n g 
p o s i t i o n had s e t to work w i t h h i s good arm, d i g g i n g away l i k e a T r o j a n , 
u s i n g h i s bayonet t o break the h a r d e a r t h , w h i l e I gave what l i t t l e 
a s s i s t a n c e my e x h austed c o n d i t i o n had n o t been robbed o f , by u s i n g my 
t r e n c h s h o v e l , i n a d e s p e r a t e e f f o r t t o e n l a r g e the h o l e t h a t was t o be 
our new s h e l t e r , as l o n g as we c o u l d hope t o h o l d out a g a i n s t t h e f i e n d s 
who were d e c i m a t i n g our r a n k s w i t h f r i g h t f u l e n e r gy; 

When t h i s work had been f i n i s h e d and everyone under c o v e r l i k e 
ground hogs, X was d i r e c t e d by the Major t o check-up, i n o r d e r t o a s - ' 
c e r t a i n how many l i v e s t h ose American 75 1s had c o s t us, and I was soon 
a b l e to r e p o r t , t h a t a t l e a s t e i g h t y o f our l i t t l e f o r c e had been k i l l e d 
or wounded. Our t o t a l s t r e n g t h had d i m i n i s h e d t o a mere t h r e e hundred 
meii now, or r a t h e r t h r e e hundred automatons, who. had b a r e l y s t r e n g t h 
enough to l i f t a r i f l e and p u l l a t r i g g e r . 

A f t e r h e a r i n g my report., Major W h i t l e s s l e y a t once d e c i d e d t h a t 
no more men would be r i s k e d f o r p a t r o l d e t a i l s , as p r e v i o u s a t t e m p t s 
had proved but. d i s m a l f a i l u r e s , w i t h none r e t u r n i n g except George 
B o t e l l , who had s t a r t e d on one of t h e s e d i s a s t r o u s j o u r n e y s w i t h h i s 
Buddy Joe F r i e l , j u s t a few moments b e f o r e the American b a r r a g e had 
begun t o f i n d u s a mark. B o t e l l came back w i t h a b a d l y t o r n s c a l p , . 
to r e p o r t the l a s t he saw o f Joe F r i e l , was when a Hun b u l l e t had brought 
him down, and as he l a y h e l p l e s s with h i s body b e i n g f a i r l y r i d d l e d 
w i t h b u l l e t s , t h i s game run n e r c o n t i n u e d to f i r e h i s r i f l e p o i n t b l a n k 
at h i s e x e c u t i o n e r s i m t i l l i f e had l e f t l i i m . 

A l l i e d p l a n e s began t o . f l y o v e r us a g a i n , so w i t h Barney unable 
to r e s p o n d , i t b e f e l l my l o t t o see t h a t the p a n e l s w h i c h I d i s p l a y e d 
time a f t e r t i m e , were i n proper p o s i t i o n , a,n a c t t h a t was always 
g r e e t e d w i t h a i h a i l of b u l l e t s t h a t never n e g l e c t e d t h i s move. 

I t was not u n t i l sometime l a t e r , a f t e r one o f t h e s e h a r r a s s i n g 
t r i p s , t h a t I " d i s c o v e r e d w i t h much s u r p r i s e the s l e e v e o f my c o a t had 
been r i p p e d from the elbow to c u f f , by a f l y i n g p i e c e o f s h r a p n e l and 
the, m i r a c u l o u s p a r t o f i t was my s h i r t bore not the s l i g h t e s t t r a c e 
o£ damage. I t was then I f u l l y r e a l i z e d t h e r e were o t h e r s b e s i d e s 
Major W h i t l e s s l y and C a p t a i n • McMt/rtry, whose c a l l had not y e t a r r i v e d 
and I s i l e n t l y thanked the good P r o v i d e n c e f o r my l u c k y f o r t u n e and 
d e l i v e r e n c e . 

Welcome n i g h t had s e t t l e d down a g a i n upon the most ©veiitf i l l -day 
and we dragged o u r s e l v e s i n t o the l i t t l e f u n kholes-to" r e s t and dream 
h a l f d e l l r o u s t h i n g s , w a t c h i n g w i t h c a r e l e s s c o ncern the g h a s t l y l i g h t 
o f those Boche f l a r e s t h a t came f l i c k e r i n g through the t r e e s and l e a v e s 
with an o c c a s i o n a l s p l u t t e r i n g o f r i f l e and machine-guns t h a t bespoke 
the u n t i r i n g a c t i v i t y o f the enemy. 



Though the n i g h t s had never been s e r e n e , s t i l l the b l e s s e d d a r k ­
ness a c t e d as a c l o a k o f s h e l t e r and s o r t of r e v i v e d the t i r e d s p i r i t 
and a c h i n g bones and l u l l e d t o p a r t i a l f o r g e t f u l n e s s , those never 
c e a s i n g pangs o f slow s t a r v a t i o n . 

M i g h t drew away a g a i n as we knew i t would, t a k i n g w i t h i t what 
balm and momentary s h e l t e r c o u l d be found, from the h i d e o u s n e s s o f day­
time a c t i v i t y , and the morning o f t k j ^ s i x t h dfe^ on t h i s gory h i l l s i d e o f 
C h a r l e v a u s M i l l Road, d i s c l o s e d nothing; more than the images o f men, 
h a l f c r a z e d c r e a t u r e s gaunt and h o l l o w - e y e d , who h u d d l e d i n the h o l e s , 
w i t h l i t t l e or no encouragement i n s i g h t , f o r the American t r o o p s i n 
the r e a r had drawn no c l o s e r d u r i n g the n i g h t , w h i l e the sad p i c t u r e 
of the dead and mangled b o d i e s o f those who had been t h r o u g h the s t r u g ­
g l e w i t h u s , and the knowledge t h a t but one machine-gun remained out o f 
the n i n e we had s t a r t e d w i t h seemed the l a s t s t r a w . Moans o f the woun­
ded, hungers renewed a p p e a l , the t r e n c h - m o r t a r s r e v e i l l e announcing 
another day's h e l l i s h pastime with r e j u v i n a t e d Boche machine-gunners, 
s t a r t i n g a f r e s h p e r i o d o f c h e e r f u l s l a u g h t e r was a l l this dreaded day 
o f f e r e d . 

Being k i l l e d o r s t a r v e d t o d e a t h , seemed the o n l y escape from 
t h i s m i s e r a b l e e x i s t e n c e and with t h i s i n mind, I began t o d e s t r o y a 
map and some few p e r s o n a l papers, by t e a r i n g them i n t o s m a l l b i t s i n 
a l i s t l e s s a c t i o n o f the i d l e r who w h i t t l e s a s t i c k . 

\^ I t was a monotonous day,- w i t h the added dead and wounded, a r e ­
p e t i t i o n t h a t we had grown used to ami t h e n n i g h t a g a i n , a c o l d damp 
n i g h t i t was, t h a t dug i n t o the v e r y marrow o f our bones, c a u s i n g new 
aches and p a i n s u n t i l we wondered i f d e a t h i t s e l f was not more m e r c i f u l . 
Then anot h e r morning w i t h the same humdrum t h i n g s , the morning o f the 
^seventh te^ i n t h i s w i l d e r n e s s of murder, u n t i l a l o n g i n the a f t e r n o o n , 
s e v e r a l men, unable to w i t h s t a n d the s t r a i n any l o n g e r , took i t upon 
themselves t o go a f t e r a fcag o f r a t i o n s t hey had seen f a l l from an a e r ­
o p l a n e . They had o n l y gome b u t a s h o r t d i s t a n c e when a l l but one r a h 
i n t o a machine-gun n e s t and were c o m p l e t e l y wiped o u t . The survivor 
was made p r i s o n e r , w e l l f e d and h i s wounds d r e s s e d , then the German / 
commander had him b l i n d f o l d e d and with a cane c o n t a i n i n g a l i t t l e w h i t e 
f l a g f o r h i s g u i d a n c e , they l e d him t h r o u g h t h e i r l i n e s " t o t h e i r o u t ­
p o s t s from which they sent him o f f i n the d i r e c t i o n o f our p o s i t i o n on 
the h i l l . 

He f i n a l l y reported 'to H a j o r W h i t l e s s l e y ; and handed him the 
f o l l o w i n g communication from the German o f f i c e r . . 



To The Commanding O f f i c e r of the 2nd B a t t a l i o n , J . R. 308, 

o f the 77th American D i v i s i o n . 

S i r : 

The h e a r e r o f the p r e s e n t , LOWELL R. HOLLIKGSHSAD, 

has been t a k e n p r i s o n e r by us on October .. He r e f u s e d 

t o the German I n t e l l i g e n c e O f f i c e r , e v e r y answer t o h i s 

q u e s t i o n s and i s q u i t e an h o n o u r a b l e f e l l o w , d o i n g honour 

to h i s F a t h e r l a n d i n the s t r i c t e s t sense o f the word,. 

He has been charged a g a i n s t h i s w i l l , b e l i e v i n g i n 

d o i n g wrong to h i s c o u n t r y , i n carrying forward t h i s 

p r e s e n t l e t t e r t o the O f f i c e r i n charge o f the 2nd B a t t a l ­

i o n , J . R. 308 of the 77 t h D i v i s i o n w i t h the purpose t o 

recommend t h i s Commander t o s u r r e n d e r w i t h h i s f o r c e s as 

i t would be q u i t e u s e l e s s t o r e s i s t any more, i n view 

of the p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n s , 

The Suffering of your wounded men can be h e a r d over 

here i n the German l i n e s and we a r e a p p e a l i n g to your 

human s e n t i m e n t s , 

A w h i t e F l a g shown by one o f your men w i l l t e l l us 

t h a t you agree w i t h these conditions. 

P l e a s e t r e a t the LOWELL R.. HOLLINGSHEAD as an 

honou r a b l e man. He i s q u i t e a s o l d i e r . We envy you. 

The German Commanding O f f i c e r 



Major V i h i t l e s s l e y r e a d the note c a r e f u l l y and s i l e n t l y , then w i t h ­
out comment, he p l a c e d i t i n the hands o f C a p t a i n McMurtry, who l i k e w i s e 
r e a d i t w i t h o u t change o f e x p r e s s i o n , p a s s i n g i t i n t u r n t o C a p t a i n 
Hol&erman. The t h r e e then l o o k e d a t each o t h e r and s i m u l t a n e o u s l y a 
b r o a d g r i n a c t u a l l y s p r e a d over the f e a t u r e s o f a l l . Undoubtedly t h e 
a p p e a l to us t o s t o p c o n t a i n e d enough g r i m humor t h a t o n l y h a r d headed 
Boche c o u l d not r e a l i z e , under the p r e s e n t h a r r o w i n g c o n d i t i o n s i n h i s 
h a s t y d e s i r e t o p l a y a s a f e game. I t s v e r y a u d a c i t y smacked o f s i m p l i c ­
i t y , when one c o n s i d e r s the brand o f w a r f a r e they had waged. A f t e r s i x 
days o f r e l e n t l e s s d i a b o l i c Teutonism, u s i n g e v e r y c o n c e i v a b l e means of 
h e l l s t o r t u r e and t r i c k e r y , t h a t had s e n t d e a t h and d e s t r u c t i o n i n our 
m i d s t , he would now have us c r y q u i t s , when he became t i r e d o f the un­
e q u a l ca r n a g e . 

The M a j o r , f e a r i n g the s l i g h t e s t s i g n from us might be m i s i n t e r p r e t s , 
as a show o f a c c e p t a n c e a n d . s u r r e n d e r , y e l l e d " B a l d w i n , t a k e i n the Pan­
e l " , and I p r o m p t l y s c r a m b l e d out o f my f u n k - h o l e s c u r r y i n g over the t o r n 
and bumpy ground, d r a g g i n g from i t s p l a c e G n the ground, the s i g n a l we 
had prayed so h a r d and l o n g , would be seen by:the p l a n e s , now^Jgiis r a y 
of hope must be put i n the same c a t e g o r y as the r e s t o f f o r i 0 1 2 ^ ones. 

T u r n i n g t o the u n f o r t u n a t e H o l l i n g s h e a d , the Major b e r a t e d him 
u n i r i e V c i f u l l y , i n a l o u d angry v o i c e , f o r h a v i n g l e f t h i s p o st w i t h o u t 
p e r m i s s i o n , o r d e r i n g him to r e p o r t a t once t o h i s company commander« 
The i n c i d e n t - h a d s p r e a d l i k e w i l d f i r e t h r o u g h the r a n k s . Men, 'almost 
too^weak to s t a n d , a c t u a l l y on the verge o f s t a r v a t i o n , had now mustered 
e v e r y ounce of r e m a i n i n g s t r e n g t h to v o i c e t h e i r s e n t i m e n t s i n c u r s i n g 
and damning the Hun, d a r i n g him i n l o u d e x c l a m a t i o n s o f ohoiee p r o f a n i t y 
t o come over and t r y to take u s . 

That was a l l the w h i t e the German would ever see on t h a t h i l l s i d e 
s l a u g h t e r h o u s e and was the unanimous se n t i m e n t o f e v e r y h a l f dead man 
who s t i l l r e t a i n e d a b r e a t h of l i f e . 

• 1 WAS WITHIN FIVE FEET OF MAJOR WIXITLESSIBY V/HEK HE RECEIVED 
THE NOTE FROM HOLLINGSHEAD, and p o s i t i v e l y d e c l a r e , he never made use o f 
the w o r l d famed e x p r e s s i o n , by t e l l i n g the German commander t o "GOTO : 

HELL", wh i c h i s s i m p l y a myth, f o r as t h e r e was a b s o l u t e l y no r e c o g n i t i o n 
g i v e n t o the Boche communication, t h e r e f o r e t h e r e was no n e c e s s i t y to 
answer I t t 

Weak, b u t w i t h s t i l l a l i t t l e f i g h t l e f t , we a t once made prep­
a r a t i o n f o r an a t t a c k we f e l t must f o l i o ? / the snub to German a u t o c r a c y 
and we were not amiss i n our surmize f o r they p r o m p t l y f o r g o t t h e i r 
humane ' d e s i r e s by s e n d i n g us some o f t h e i r famed l i q u i d - f i r e , an i n g e n ­
i o u s a r t o f cowardly k i l l i n g t h a t shot i t s s c o r c h i n g heat r i g h t i n t o our 
•f&anks-.-v- • • 

But t h a t i m p e r t i n e n t note o f the Hun was r a n k l i n g i n ou-" h e a r t s 
and though our b o d i e s were weak and e m a c i a t e d , t h e r e arose w i t h i n every' 
man a new f i g h t i n g s p i r i t , a s p i r i t t h a t made f u r i o u s demons o f u s , so 
w i t h what remained of our s c a n t s u p p l y o f ammunition, we managed t o d r i v e 
them o f f w i t h few c a s u a l t i e s i n - o u r r a n k s and the l a s t of t h i s d e v i l i s h 
horde, was seen d i s a p p e a r i n g i n the f o r e s t , j u s t as the shadows of n i g h t , 
c l o s e d i n upon the scene o f another day o f i m p i s h d o i n g s . 



H a r d l y had the Boche been 'driven t o s h e l t e r and we had c r a w l e d ' 
back to o u r ' f u n k h o l e s f o r the n i g h t , wondering over and over a g a i n , 
what d a y l i g h t would o f f e r , the c r a c k o f American r i f l e s , c r a s h of 
s h e l l s and the r a t - t a t - t a t o f our country-men 1s machine-guns, came 
w i t h g l o r i o u s d i s t i n c t n e s s i n our r e a r . C o u l d i t ' b e p o s s i b l e , or was 
t h i s j u s t d e l i r i u m , t h a t had come to mark the end, and sound taps f o r 
us, i n death from e x h a u s t i o n and s t a r v a t i o n ? A l l o f us were h e a r i n g 
i t and some a c t u a l l y d i d l o o k b e h i n d , s t r a i n i n g t h e i r eyes, by t r y i n g 
to p i e r c e the d a r k n e s s , i n the fon d hope o f s e e i n g the• forms o f Yankee 
t r o o p s f i l t e r i n g t h r o u g h the b r u s h , but the might was too b l a c k and 
the attempt u s e l e s s . 

So l i t e r a l l y a l i v e w i t h vermin, weary•and sore i n body and mind, we 
s e t t l e d down f o r 'another n i g h t i n h e l l s garden; about n i n e o ( c l o c k , one 
of the men on the r i g h t f l a n k came s t u m b l i n g up t o Major " J h i t l e s s l e y 1 s 
f u n k h o l e and b r e a t h l e s s l y gasped, "The 307th I n f a n t r y has broken t h r o u g h 
and t h e i r o u t p o s t s are now i n c o n t a c t w i t h our r i g h t f l a n k . " 

Without a word, the Major h u r r i e d back w i t h the s o l d i e r t o v e r i f y 
h i s r e p o r t , but we j u s t l a i d "there, too dumbfounded t o ' u t t e r a sound, 
mere l y s t a r i n g a t one a n o t h e r i n the d a r k n e s s , w a i t i n g , h o p i n g and p r a y ­
i n g t h a t t h i s was n o t anoth e r j o k e o f f o r t u n e . M a j o r ' W h i t l e s s l e y s h o r t l y 
r e t u r n e d w i t h an o f f i c e r whom 1" c o u l d n o t d i s t i n g u i s h i n the darkn e s s t o 
jSpread the news t h a t the 307th had a c t u a l l y b r o k e n t h r o u g h and t h a t the 
W a t i o n d e t a i l s would r e a c h us by daybreak, when the r e l i e f would be corn-

Not a man c l o s e d an eye t h a t n i g h t and a l l o f us now welcomed the 
dawn of day w i t h c h e r i s h e d a n t i c i p a t i o n , u n t i l f i n a l l y , w i t h the f i r s t 
s t r e a k s i n the c l o u d y • s k y , c o u l d be seen an e n d l e s s c h a i n o f American 
s o l d i e r s , l u g g i n g bags and boxes o f f o o d over the rough r o a d s , t o e s t a b ­
l i s h "a r a t i o n dump a t the f o o t o f the h i l l , where y e s t e r d a y we da r e d not 
t r o d . The l o o k on the f a c e s o f my comrades i n ' m i s f o r t u n e , • as they 
gazed On the g r e a t p i l e o f b r e a d , corned w i l l y , m o I l a s s e s , canned tom­
a t o e s a n d ' b u t t e r , was a s i g h t r a r e l y seen and never to be f o r g o t t e n , 

A l t h o u g h he was merely human and had. s u f f e r e d the pangs of hunger 
w i t h • t h e same p a i n as the r e s t o f us, the f i r s t t h i n g our Major d i d was 
to p e r s o n a l l y conduct the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f f o o d , s e e i n g t h a t every men 
had been s e r v e d b e f o r e he attempted . o pa^t-.die o'C a no->^ej u i o f . o 
i n s t r u c t e d me t o see to i t , ur.i t o*igr.t o- t e n wvtx l e d , . : <. h-; o 0 1 „died 
near my f u n k h o l e were fed- a~c .nee, s. o j_th. vi, ™ a . ».o vl we j -»e* d, 
we s a v a g e l y t o r e i t a p a r t , ea b^i \ -eat c r * s «-f . t , i i.-wo ^a-errais 
b e a s t s , meanwhile j a b b i n g a j p y n e t i n t o t ±e -ano ud ?o"rt L wi"7 y i _t 

tomatoes, w h i l e another s t r ^ *«] e Te^o ; 1*. r ^ l T~ :i: * n of „"V M , iwoer. • ^VAI 
oP m o l a s s e s , 

'.he oro.tr so of i ; n ' ; 1 ! u , , 0 ? I'ricnds, j e ^ w n , ^ - t • or ._o"!"!
 w l — o .-n-

u •oly do -'ivtion* t^S. we :* i,e on . ate a- t--.org,: e jor~« •eve"' ' t i oi - d t 

^ xi--" ' i . 3 ' L ." y-^wwtd' i f r L** on r,.y id • t*, i n P t ^ . x t e o r l ; v o ..1*:, n. -c 
..v>"'i sses soc-.ed Lo : os'rh.o o I . • i .., dt no .̂ e -ed on v.y y ^ i d . The 
f r o i I of 4ny uniTo-'-iw ws~ s -e. T led a. i t , n i t no ore seeme L t'- 3 re . r i> 
aooul c.pj.ot "anoe j u o t now, r l i t w- s i n c i-_s -oi i i o n t,i< t s i l h nl y 
f a #.ed . r i o r .dexc'i. L e g ine d i v i s i o n Jonii.i. n or", , ,,o : swe . ;ie 
wdie^e :ie ;ou7 ' "' O J l u a j o r hj t i e s ? " 1 oy . i l h o i d , o 1 or. "e-.e* c o r i n g to 
s a l i u e jii.m, ••'eplieL t h a t cue .a j o 7 s a t cite do*, w ^ f the , i i _ i 2 , 'Ua-
l ^ i b u t i i . g w c l o w s -n L o f f e r e d to go dor him, whw ;n i,:ie a.jo"* ^ e n o ^ r l 
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d e o l i n e d , r e m a r k i n g he would f i n d him, h i m s e l f . 

When they' met / they shook hands warmly and he c o n g r a t u l a t e d 
Major h h i t l e s s l e y on the v a l i a n t s t a n d he had made under such aw-
f i d c o n d i t i o n s and e x p l a i n e d how the Germans had been d r i v e n out 
d u r i n g the n i g h t , and t h a t he had o r d e r e d aacry a v a i l a b l e ambulance 
i n the d i v i s i o n to come up on the Oharlevaux M i l l Road. 

t h a t a g l o r i o u s s i g h t i t was t o b e h o l d no l e s s than a dozen of 
those w o n d e r f u l m e d i c a l men, r e n d e r i n g f l r a t a i d as i t s h o u l d be 
r e n d e r e d , a s k i n g every man o f us i f he oared to be tagged as a hos­
p i t a l s u b j e c t . Soon the ambulances•could be seen s p e e d i n g away w i t h 
t h e i r s h a t t e r e d f r e i g h t , to a r e s t and a t t e n t i o n so s u r e l y earned, 
as the b a l a n c e o f our regiment came up and the T h i r d B a t t a l i o n , under 
C a p t a i n B r e c k e n r i d g e , r e l i e v e d u s . 

Major b h l t l e s s l e y assembled what was l e f t o f h i s l i t t l e 'band 
on the road and one hundred and s e v e n t y - f o u r men, a l l t h a t was l e f t 
of seven hundred, moved s l o w l y down the h i l l a t h i s command, a c r o s s 
t h e v a l l e y o f d e a t h , l e a v i n g b e h i n d the remnants o f a s h e l l - t o r n h i l l , 
where d e a t h and carnage had r e i g n e d supreme f o r s i x 1 ong days and 
n i g h t s , and those n o b l e s o u l s whose bodies.mark the s p o t , w i l l ever 
remain a monument made famous by the s t a n d of the s o - c a l l e d nTj'OST 
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Hun s h e l l s corning too c l o s e - would o f t e n break up these c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
b u t seldom stopped the onward movement, u n t i l we' f i n a l l y h a l t e d i n f r o n t 
of some abandoned German sh a c k s , w h i c h we l e a r n e d were t o be our tempor­
a r y q u a r t e r s . A Hed Gross man had s t a t i o n e d h i m s e l f o u t s i d e and as we 

jd by, handed each one. a p i e c e o f c h o c o l o a t e , a s i l e n t b u t f r i e n d l y 
t o k e n of sympathy, no doubt, but we c r a v e d something s u b s t a n t i a l , s t i l l 
h i s e f f o r t s were understood and our h e a r t s gave t h a n k s as we passed i n t o 
the shacks to drop what l i t t l e remained o f equipment. Then everyone 
headed s t r a i g h t f o r the k i t c h e n s , f o u r o f which were g o i n g f u l l b l a s t , 
presumably h a v i n g r e c e i v e d n o t i c e o f our coming. 

I t seemed i n c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t we c o u l d now have a l l the e a t s d e s i r e d 
and the odor o f steaming h o t c o f f e e b e g a i n t o have an i n v i g o r a t i n g e f f e c t 
on every one. The menu c o n s i s t e d o f r i c e , prunes, b r e a d , syrup and the 
welcome b l a c k c o f f i e t h a t had l e a p e d i n t o f a v o r , and by the l o o k s o f 
t h i n g s the boys would never g e t enough from the way they devoured e v e r y ­
t h i n g p l a c e d b e f o r e them, f o r o n l y a few s h o r t hours, back ev e r y one of 
us were s l o w l y a w a i t i n g na burets d e f e a t a t the hand o f s t a r v a t i o n , Q u i t e 
an audience had g a t h e r e d t o w i t n e s s the banquet or q u i z and l i s t e n i n ­
t e n t l y t o the t a l e s t h a t came between mo u t h f u l s of r i c e or g u l p s of c o f f e e 
u n t i l the h i s t o r y of the f u l l s i x days of t o r t u r e had been t o l d from every 
a n g l e and v i z u a l i z e d t o t h e i r e n t i r e s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

I f i n a l l y r e a l i z e <aa n°t r ^ - f x i i t i • " , ,ic u -̂ 1 i n ­
tended stomach, w h i l e no z "or ' c ,e P P > ' t a r t, : ^ c l 
o f a shave, so w i t h i c « o ° ^ "* ' r i c ^ * n _a o v. ° - p 
made o f f to the shack \ , V) i e A > a L ' t a e i ^ <-> < r, -. # C"- * 
making t h r e e c i r c u i t : '-b r'n
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gave up i n d e s p a i r , f >" * to > ^r,< . o f t A C » j o ' or -"p- ab 
too much f o r the f o u r m t r i a l , • 

At two o 1 c l o c k t h a t same a f t e r n o o n we were headed toward an o l d barn 
where new c l o t h i n g was b e i n g i s s u e d . T h i s was welcomed as a, God-send f o r 
we were l i t e r a l l y a l i v e w i t h v e r m i n , s t i l l I was a t r i f l e p i q u e d and d i s ­
a p p o i n t e d on f i n d i n g i. c o u l d not o b t a i n another 0 .D . ( o l i v e drab) s h i r t 
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At t h r e e A . o »• c -dh-r.ro : - '-.efcl y p- r one' ' j * » l - i o ^ ' ~ t ^ 
oreport a t onoe t o 1 i _ W b i o 1 4 on . . ? . "co ^ r . o I 1 er~ re : -< t hi-n -

hie d i r t floo*-*, >vh o i f i e d , o^ .e*"s 'in&i ->e ooe^ed -egar ! n e«r o f oo;n-
f o r t as I o a s t an env* ors 1 n i c e a t wy co *f o r t a b 1 e n d i : es '..'ho v ere - cod 
i n t h e i r p r e s e n t ot? »,* t M 1 day" V h i . .v**.v ! n . t .ca--« i a - t e r c _ T . P I -
g i v e n o r d e r s t o aT. -en a"1"1 com rnLeb r 0 ~ l i e ̂ eaoon t h a t the doohe - e"*e 
r e t r e a t i n g i n sue-"i • a^te Jcmrt J 1, ro,- n e c e s s a r y I o la ̂  r Tie - f e w a1 oroe 
and as I went f r o \ o r o - to ."'?c - o *a -ei:Jn j t e oo "03onGO i n o-o^-o, a 
s o r t o f r e l u c t a n c e cr..ie ovo • i e f o^ . nevo ^ r d i.ni ̂ e h:^.n dur oy „o o e r -
f orm. To be com ^ej ^ e i l.o ia-;c ; ian ? t e " nan r nd , nPo^ni :\ lv ho nr.t go 
on a g a i n i n the ] i r e - cc"< 1 n o t h i n g t h o ^ t od "-'uta 1 . 
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Our b a t t e r i e s opened up w i t h some extr e m e l y a c c u r a t e and e f f e c t i v e 
s h e l l i n g t h a t was soon d o i n g g r e a t damage to the enemy machine-gun n e s t s 
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trie iDiaeai moved on <jrana-pre. 

Our a r t i l l e r y poured an i n c e s s a n t r a i n of s h e l l s I n t o the enemy 
l i n e s and under t h i s p r o t e c t i o n we were soon wading the r i v e r and storm­
i n g the h e i g h t s , u n t i l noon o f the 15th found the e n t i r e town o f Gra.nd<-
Pre i n the hands of the A mericans. ae ha d s l i g h t l y ? nils judged the master 
minds a f t e r a l l I t seemed, f o r l i k e a reward f o r our endeavor and t r i ­
umph; came the j o y f u l news t h a t on t h i s v e r y n i g h t the 78th d i v i s i o n 
w ou.ld r e 1 i ave us « 

At l a s t a f t e r weeks o f b i t t e r s t r u g g l e and h a r d s h i p , g o i n g through 
more than twenty k i l o m e t e r of dense f o r e s t and swampy r a v i n e s a g a i n s t the 
s a g a c i t y and m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g o f f i v e c r a c k German d i v i s i o n s , our sup­
e r i o r s had s a i d enough and r e s t had come to the weary. A g e n e r a l check­
up showed we had s u f f e r e d almost f o u r thousand c a s u a l t i e s ; w h i l e on our 
m i s s i o n s t i l l we had t a k e n f o u r towns, a q u a n t i t y o f ammunition and e q u i p ­
ment and a number of p r i s o n e r s ; h u t most o f a l l my g r e a t e s t p r i d e was t h a t 

\ I had 'been w i t h the d i v i s i o n which had a c c o m p l i s h e d what was thought, im-
V ^ o s j l b l e ; we had c l e a r e d and c a p t u r e d the f o r e s t of t h e Argonne. 
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Chapter XI. 

O f f to the h o s p i t a l 

Withdrawn from the U n a s I What a welcome t h r i l l these m i r a c u l o u s 
words sent to the b r a i n of everyone, c a r r y i n g g r a t i f y i n g v i s i o n s of b a t h s , 
s l e e p , e a t s and beaucoup smokes i n t h a t promised l a n d of A b r i du C r o c h e t • 
But i t was found on our a r r i v a l t h a t a s i d e from the f a c t t h a t we were out 
of the l i n e s , l i f e a t A b r i du C r o c h e t was none too r o s y at p r e s e n t , f o r 
a. steady d r i z z l e t h a t had been c a r r y i n g on f o r days had a l s o soaked us 
t o the s k i n , as w e l l as every p a r t o f our. equipment. The camp was e n t i r e ­
l y composed of p u p - t e n t s , e n c i r c l e d w i t h a soggy ground t h a t c o m p e l l e d 
every c o n c e i v a b l e means to be r e s o r t e d t o i n an endeavor t o make•the p l a c e 
h a b i t a b l e . We l a i d branches and t w i g s c r i s - c r o s t o form a bed, w h i l e 
s m a l l f i r e s t h a t c o u l d not be...-seen a t any g r e a t d i s t a n c e were s t a r t e d i n 
an attempt to dry o u t . 

The mess, which under o r d i n a r y c i r c u m s t a n c e s was h a i l e d as a t h i n g 
of j o y , now became an' o b j e c t of d i s t r u s t f o r the i n c e s s a n t r a i n v e r y o f t e n 
soaked a s l i c e o f b r e a d i n t o a mushy mass b e f o r e we had time t o e a t I t , 

I t was about the 1 7 t h of October t h a t word came f o r me t o r e p o r t t o 
D i v i s i o n H e a d q u a r t e r s which a t the time was f u n c t i o n i n g from an immense 
German c o n c r e t e dug-out, a few k i l o s from our swampy q u a r t e r s , and as I 
tramped through the mud and m i r e , wondering what i t c o u l d mean,.my ne r v e s 

\ began t o a s s e r t t h e m s e l v e s . A f t e r a r r i v i n g a t t h i s haven o f c o m f o r t , I 
\ p r o m p t l y r e p o r t e d t o the C h i e f o f S t a f f , who a t once c a l l e d h i s s t e n o ­

grapher and d i r e c t e d him t o make a note o f e v e r y t h i n g 1 had to say, i n 
r e p l y to the q u e s t i o n s he would put t o me. Perhaps i t was the l o o k o f 
b ewilderment t h a t b e t r a y e d my f e e l i n g s and caused the C h i e f to e x p l a i n 
t h a t i t was the purpose o f the D i v i s i o n Commander t o compile a l l the 
d a t a p o s s i b l e , r e g a r d i n g Major W h i t l e s s l e y 1 s a c t i o n s w h i l e w i t h the L o s t 
B a t t a l i o n as they wished, t o see i f Congress would award the Major a Medal 
of Honor, the h i g h e s t mark t h a t can be g i v e n a s o l d i e r by our Government, 

I was t o l d 1 had been s e l e c t e d w i t h two o t h e r s because we were t h r e e 
o f the few a l i v e who had been c l o s e t o Major W h i t l e s s l e y through i t a l l 
and t h a t I was e xpected t o t e l l the s t o r y i n my own way of j u s t how i t 
happened, p a r t i c u l a r y o f the p a r t the Major had p l a y e d and how he h a n d l e d 
the s i t u a t i o n . For a moment I was c o m p l e t e l y n o n p l u s s e d , w h i l e I mused 
over what I f e l t was to be the c rowning e f f o r t o f my l i f e , a supreme 
moment t h a t found me s e l e c t e d t o say a few words t h a t were de e p l y r o o t e d 
w i t h i n , t o the honor and g l o r y o f a f e a r l e s s n o b l e American, such as the 
Major liad always Shown h i m s e l f i n the p r esence o f d e a t h , agony and f e a r and 
my o n l y hope now seemed to be i n the- u n i t y o f b r a i n and tongue, g u i d e d by 
memories t h a t were s t i l l young # My h e a r t and s o u l were i n the s t o r y , as 
I l i v e d over a g a i n , every minute o f t hose s i x h a r r o w i n g days and n i g h t s 
l i k e c o r n e r e d r a t s , w i t h d e a t h and carnage on esrery s i d e and as I- commencel 
the n a r r a t i v e , the t a l l e r e c t form of our g a l l a n t Major seemed t o l e a d 
the way t o g o i n g from one borrow t o a n o t h e r . 

F i r s t when we d i s c o v e r e d we were hemmed i n on a l l s i d e s «and of t h e 
• e f f o r t s o f Major W h i t i e s s l e y to communicate w i t h h e a d q u a r t e r s ; o f machine 
gun b a r r a g e s of the wounded and d y i n g , and how r e g a r d l e s s of the f a c t t h a t 
the h i l l s i d e was l i t e r a l l y and c o n s t a n t l y a l i v e w i t h t e r r i f i c s h e l l - f i r e , 
t h i s i n d e f a t i g a b l e l e a d e r i n u t t e r d i s r e g a r d o f h i s own s a f e t y had time 
and a g a i n gone among the wounded, c o m f o r t i n g them and a s s u r i n g a l l of us 

file:///promptly


t h a t e v e r y t h i n g would e v e n t u a l l y t u r n out s a t i s f a c t o r i l y , How a t each 
a t t a c k he" too would s n a t c h .a r i f l e and mount the top of the dangerous 
h i l l , where he f o u g h t s h o u l d e r to s h o u l d e r w i t h the huek p r i v a t e s u r g i n g 
them on t o s t a y the Hun a t t a c k . 

P a u s i n g f o r "breath, I r e a l i z e d t h e r e was not 'a sound i n the p l a c e 
hut my own v o i c e and i n my enthusiasm, i had u n c o n s c i o u s l y become a 
s p e l l - b i n d e r by the appearance o f the c l e r k s who were l i s t e n i n g w i t h 
t h o u g h t f u l f a c e s , s t i l l i c o n t i n u e d g o i n g from one deed o f v a l o r t o 
a n o t h e r , u n t i l when I f i n a l l y f i n i s h e d , i h o n e s t l y f e l t t h a t I had s a i d 
h a r d l y enough i n f a v o r o f t h i s w o n d e r f u l man and p e e r l e s s o f f i c e r , f o r 
whom the b e s t seemed none too good. 

i t can be i m a g i n e d then, my happiness to 1 e a r n l a t e r that- Congress 
had awarded him the w e l l earned p r i z e , a C o n g r e s s i o n a l Medal of honor. 
A f t e r t h i s p l e a s a n t m i s s i o n w i t h the C h i e f o f S t a f f and my s t o r y f i n i s h e d , 
1 t u r n e d back a g a i n t o the boggy camp, through the s t i l l d r i z z l i n g r a i n 
and g a t h e r i n g dusk, a r r i v i n g j u s t i n time f o r the e v e n i n g meal •• 

The s t r a i n o f the L o r r a i n f r o n t , the V e s l e and A i s n e combined w i t h 
the h a r d s h i p and s t r u g g l e s o f the•Argonne were undoubtedly b e g i n n i n g t o 
show t h e i r e f f e c t s on my c o n s t i t u t i o n i n a. sudden r e a c t i o n , f o r my knees 
began t o f e e l - w o b b l y and n i g h t s and r e s t which had been d a y l i g h t - dreams _ 
were now s l e e p l e s s t o r t u r e , T h e r e f o r e 1 c o n s i d e r e d i t was about time t o 
r e p o r t t o the m e d i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s , who a f t e r l i s t e n i n g t o my t a l e of woe, 
p r e s c r i b e d the u s u a l dose o f p i l l s and s e n t me back t o the p u p - t e n t i n 
the marsh. 

But I r e a l i z e d n e i t h e r p i l l s nor the p r e s e n t l i f e was f a r from the 
r o a d t o r e g a i n e d h e a l t h and s t r e n g t h , and as the days wore on I g r a d u a l l y 
grew worse, u n t i l on the EOth o f October, c o m p l e t e l y worn out i n body 
and mind a f t e r a l o n g h i k e , i was found f a s t a s l e e p under a t r e e a t Ghehe 
Tandu w i t h the r a i n b e a t i n g down on me by C a p t a i n P a u l R. K n i g h t , who ' 
t o l d me i t was n o t h i n g s h o r t o f f o o l i s h n e s s . t o attempt t o h o l d out l o n g e r 
and t h a t I s h o u l d go t o a h o s p i t a l , S t i l l 1 had no d e s i r e t o chance any­
t h i n g t h a t would separate, me from the o u t f i t , f o r I f e a r e d X would not 
g e t back once I l e f t and p r e f e r r e d _ t o s t a y on as l o n g as p o s s i b l e . The 
C a p t a i n undoubtedly did. not agree w i t h my i d e a s , f o r a f t e r he had t a l k e d 
w i t h the m e d i c a l o f f i c e r , I was tagged f o r the h o s p i t a l w i t h the n o t a t i o n 
" E x h a u s t i o n 1 1 , Then came the sad moments when 1 s a i d good-bye t o the boys 
who happened t o be near and a f t e r p a c k i n g up my few b e l o n g i n g s i n a l i t t l e 
canvas bag, I was o f f w i t h f a l t e r i n g g a i t t h r o u g h the now p o u r i n g r a i n on 
my way to the l i t t l e t e n t t h a t s e r v e d as a f i r s t a i d s t a t i o n . 

S i c k , d o g - t i r e d and drenched t o the s k i n , i s t o o d i n l i n e to be 
Q u e s t i o n e d by the S e r g e a n t , E v i d e n t l y I made a gruesome s i g h t as 1 s t o o d 
b e f o r e him, under the' r a y s of h i s f l i c k e r i n g c a n d l e l i g h t , f o r though he' 
t u r n e d a l o n g s c r u t i n i z i n g l o o k a t my f a c e , t h i s man who had known me f r o m 
the days of Upton u t t e r l y f a i l e d to r e c o g n i z e me. When I gave him my 
name i n answer to h i s q u e s t i o n , he gazed up w i t h a s t a r t and a f t e r shak­
i n g my hand, t o l d me how s o r r y he was t o see me so i l l , so a f t e r g e t t i n g 
me a h o t cup of cocoa, p o i n t e d to a s t r e t c h e r t h a t was on the ground, 
t e l l i n g me 1 c o u l d l a y t h e r e u n t i l the ambulance came t h a t would to he me 
f u r t h e r t o the r e a r , This o l d s t r e t c h e r I f i g u r e d would at l e a s t keep 
me out o f the mud and dampness and as I took from the p i l e two b l a n k e t s 
t o make a bed, i t seemed as though the l o n g wanted r e s t would never come, 
f o r my l e g s were g e t t i n g so weak, i t was o n l y by the g r e a t e s t e f f o r t s 
t h a t I. was a b l e to move about a t a l l , F i n a l l y w i t h one b l a n k e t s e r v i n g 



as a p i l l o w and another wrapped around my wet c l o t h e s , 1 s t r e t c h e d f u l l 
l e n g t h t o t o s s arid t u r n f o r -almost two h o u r s , u n t i l the Sergeant came to 
t e l l me to prepare" f o r the ambulance- which had j u s t a r r i v e d and would 
s h o r t l y s t a r t f o r the f i e l d h o s p i t a l * I r e q u e s t e d him to have the b a t - .. 
t a l i o n m a i l o r d e r l y h o l d a n y t h i n g t h a t might come f o r me from home, as 1 
wad sure t h a t a few days r e s t was a l l t h a t was needed to put me I n good 
shape a g a i n . 

I t awas i n d e e d a heavy h e a r t t h a t b e a t w i t h i n me as 1 p i l e d i n t o the 
w a i t i n g bus and w i t h seven o t h e r s , we"were soon speeding away over the 
r a i n soaked and p i t c h dark r o a d s , l e a v i n g a l l my s t a u n c h f r i e n d s b e h i n d 
to commence anew among s t r a n g e r s , A l l t h a t n i g h t we k e p t c o n s t a n t l y mov­
i n g t h rough the e n v e l o p i n g b l a c k n e s s , w i t h h a r d l y a sound b e s i d e s the 
p u r r i n g t i r e s or on:-* own h o l l o w v o i c e s u n t i l w i t h e a r l y dawn came the 
f i r s t s i g h t - o f a f i e l d h o s p i t a l t h a t seemed to. have no end of t e n t s and 
b u i l d i n g s , the c e n t e r o f which was l o c a t e d a t a r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n . Some 
time was t a k e n i n c l a s s i f y i n g us, d u r i n g w h ich p r o c e s s the s i c k and wounded 
were f u r n i s h e d w i t h a l l the h o t .cocoa they c o u l d d r i n k by those wonderful 
women, the Red C r o s s n u r s e s , whose g r e a t work I n a d m i n i s t e r i n g to the 
s u f f e r i n g , has p l a c e d them' on a p i n n a c l e o f mercy throughout the w o r l d , 

I n time I was a s s i g n e d t o a s quad-tent to a w a i t the a r r i v a l o f a 
h o s p i t a l t r a i n w h i c h we l e a r n e d would take us t o a base h o s p i t a l and as 
I . a g a i n s e t t l e d down f o r another p e r i o d o f q u i e t n e s s , 1 had the oppor­
t u n i t y o f t u r n i n g my eyes and sympathies on those about, d e s t i n e d f o r the 
same p l a c e as m y s e l f . The s i g h t s t h a t met my gaze' on e v e r y hand was e-
nough t o make ones b l o o d r u n c o l d , f o r • t o glance, t h r o u g h the l a n e s o f 
s i c k , wounded and d y i n g , brought back the reminder t h a t b u t a few s h o r t 
months b e f o r e , t h e s e u n f o r t u n a t e s were- s t r o n g , s t r a p p i n g young f e l l o w s , 
happy i n r o s e a t e manhood b u t now r e d u c e d t o mere s k e l e t o n s , f r a i l weakling? 
so s h a t t e r e d andrnmaimed as t o make them h e l p l e s s perhaps f o r the b a l a n c e 
o f t h e i r l i v e s . 

S t r a n g e as i t may seem, these s i g h t s d i d not a c t as a d i s h e a r t e n i n g 
moral t o those who had hopes o f b e i n g r e t u r n e d to the l i n e , but on the 
o t h e r hand imbued them w i t h the w i s h t o get w e l l as soon as p o s s i b l e , i n 
o r d e r t o a g a i n c a s t t h e i r l o t w i t h those s t i l l hammering away a t the enemy 
to c r u s h the Hun and end w a r 1 s d e v i l i s h n e s s as soon as p o s s i b l e . There 
were many t h i n g s i d l e n e s s now gave me time t o ' t h i n k o f . Thoughts of home, 
•and my comrades i n l i n e seemed t o b l e n d i n p i c t u r i n g my p r e s e n t lonesome-
ness d e j e c t e d l y , so I threw m y s e l f on the c o t i n the t e n t t h a t n i g h t , 
c l o t h e s and a l l , and soon f o r g o t e v e r y t h i n g u n t i l the s c u r r y i n g about i n 
the morning brought me out o f the f i r s t good n i g h t 1 s s l e e p I- had enjoyed 
i n months. As I was a b l e t o move about, I was t o l d - t o go t o the mess-
h a l l f o r b r e a k f a s t and made my way s l o w l y toward the Red C ross t e n t , i n 
hopes o f g e t t i n g some cocoa f o r I had a f e e l i n g my- stomack c o u l d s u s t a i n 
n o t h i n g h e a v i e r , and the doughboys f r i e n d I knew would c a t e r to iny needs. 

As 1 s t o o d s i p p i n g my b i g cup o f cocoa. 1 began to study the c h e e r f u l 
f a c e s o f the Red C r o s s a n g e l s of mercy, What wo n d e r f u l specimens o f 
American womanhood they were to be s u r e . Some of g e n t l e b i r t h and b reed­
i n g , s c h o l a r l y and womanly w i t h the badge o f f e m i n i n e sympathy t h a t made 
t h e i r v e r y presence s o o t h i n g . # T h e g i r l s o f our l a n d , ours t o be proud 
of,-who had l e f t homes and f a m i l y w i t h every c o m f o r t , t o abide w i t h t h e i r 
a;en, i n the f i l t h and d e s o l a t i o n o f w a r - r i d d e n F r a n c e , sometimes s t a n d i n g 
f o r hours i n mud t o t h e i r a n k l e s , c h e e r f u l l y making cocoa or c o f f e e f o r 
t h e i r s o l d i e r b o y s . What r e t u r n d i d they r e c e i v e I thought? Sad to say, 
o f t t i m e s not so much as thanks from some g r u f f Ignorant" f e l l o w , who un-
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h e a r t . 

I t was l a t e t h a t a f t e r n o o n t h a t was put aboard a h o s p i t a l t r a i n 
and w a i t e d as s t r e t c h e r a f t e r s t r e t c h e r d e p o s i t e d i t s - m i s e r a b l e occupant, 
u n t i l j u s t about dusk we moved out of the s t a t i o n , bound somewhere t h a t no 
one seemed t o know. 

The f i e l d h o s p i t a l had i i a ^ d l y faded I n the d i s t a n c e when an a t t e n d ­
ant came through the c a r s w i t h the e v e n i n g mess o f carried corned beef 
and b l a c k c o f f e e b u t l i k e many o t h e r s , I too touched n o t h i n g b u t the 
c o f f e e « We soon t i r e d of the monotony o f l o o k i n g out of the windows and 
many c u r l e d up on the f l o o r or s e a r s ! i n an e f f o r t to s l e e p f o r I t was 
pure c o n j e c t u r e how l o n g we w o u l d b e on the move. A r e s t l e s s n i g h t and 
more b l a c k c o f f e e , then the s i g h t of a . g r e a t base h o s p i t a l came t o view, 
as we neared the s t a t i o n and l e a r n e d from the men s t a n d i n g about on the 
p i a t f O r m t h a t we had a r r i v e d a t what was known as base h o s p i t a l - # 5 8 a t 
Mesves-Bulway, near K e v e r s . A l o n g towards a f t e r n o o n , a f t e r p a s s i n g 
t hrough the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g s , 1 was f i n a l l y a s s i g n e d to a ward 
where to my g r e a t astonishment were r e a l beds w i t h sheets and w i t h o u t 
doubt, a genuine p i l l o w . I s t o o d l o o k i n g a t my r e s t i n g p l a c e somewhat 
b e w i l d e r e d , w i t h the same f e e l i n g an o u t c a s t might be,expected to ex­
p e r i e n c e i n b e i n g suddenly t h r u s t i n t o l u x u r y . lias 1 dreaming some f a i r y ­
l a n d scene t h a t was t o be s p o i l e d by awakening, or c o u l d t h i s be r e a l l y 
t r u e , I k e p t wondering, u n t i l the v o i c e o f the s e r g e a n t i n charge t o l d 
me to take o f f my c l o t h e s as he handed me a p a i r o f pajamas. 

I t was a new t h r i l l t h a t swept my weary frame, as i s t r e t c h e d out 
on t h a t couch of ease, f o r I t was more t h a n s i x months ago s i n c e 1 had 
s l e p t i n a bed ©rjiad my c l o t h e s o f f more than t w i c e i n a l l t h a t t i m e , so 
one can r e a l i z e C t h a j p t h i s p r e s e n t t u r n o f a f f a i r s meant t o me, and f o r g i v e 
my f a i l u r e to t r u l y r e a l i z e t h a t the sudden change from h a r d s h i p to l u x - -
ury was a f a c t . 

M o r n i n g came i n t h i s haven o f r e f r e s h i n g s l e e p and as i heaved a 
s i g h o f r e l i e f and took I n the s u r r o u n d i n g s , the f o r m of a doughboy, an 
a t t a c h e of the h o s p i t a l , was s t a n d i n g by my b e d s i d e w i t h a t r a y t h a t 
h e l d h o t c o f f e e , primes, r i c e and b r e a d , nG-eey I w h i s p e r e d under my b r e a t h 
" t h i s i s some s e r v i c e " , and the added p l e a s u r a b l e thoughts of n e t h i n g t o 
do the e n t i r e day b u t s t a y i n t h i s cosy bed was indeed' e n c o u r a g i n g , i t 
h a r d l y seemed to be my l u c k when numerous o t h e r g r e a t d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s were 
r e c a l l e d , and I began t o hope some army r e g u l a t i o n would not s p r i n g up t o 
s p o i l i t a l l . ' 

A s h o r t time a f t e r b r e a k f a s t , the Sergeant i n charge of the ward 
came a l o n g w i t h a d o c t o r , who began by a s k i n g the n a t u r e of my i l l n e s . 
I t j u s t dawned upon me then, t h a t up to t h i s t i m e , no one had" ever seemed 
i n t e r e s t e d enough i n me, or my a i l m e n t s t o i n qui. r e • whether I had been 
gassed, wounded or s h e l l - s h o c k e d and f u r t h e r , not a s o u l seemed to c a r e 
a r a p , so h e r e was my o p p o r t u n i t y to e x p l a i n i n minute d e t a i l how' 1 had 
drank water from streams t h a t o f t e n c o n t a i n e d b o d i e s o f many dead f l o a t i n g 
on the s u r f a c e , and under many o t h e r i n d e s c r i b a b l y c o n d i t i o n s , u n t i l my 
stomach f i n a l l y r e b e l l e d , by r e f u s i n g t o h o l d a n y t h i n g at a l l , a d d i n g to 
t h i s the strenuous work of the a c t i v e days i n the l i n e , which had weak­
ened me so t h a t my l e g s j o i n e d .in mutiny' w i t h my stomack, and c o u i a not 
c a r r y my body l o n g e r . 



The d o c t o r took my temperature and a f t e r some n o t a t i o n s on a c h a r t , 
a t the f o o t o f my bed, p r e s c r i b e d some t a b l e t s w i t h the j o y f u l promise 
t h a t I would soon be as w e l l as e v e r . The ward c o n t a i n e d some f i f t y i n ­
v a l i d s and a p e c u l i a r c o i n c i d e n c e was fchat no two men were from, the same 
s t a t e or d i v i s i o n . As each man h e l d a d e c i d e d o p i n i o n on what d i v i s i o n 
had accomplished,, the most toward w i n n i n g the war, i t c a n be s u r m i z e d how 
h e a t e d and argumentive the atmosphere and s u r r o u n d i n g s became when some 
f e l l o w d e c i d e d t o boost- h i s own p a r t i c u l a r ' o u t f i t . R e g a r d l e s s o f what 
h i s d i v i s i o n or i t s q u a l i t i e s had done i n making h i s t o r y , the e g o t i s t i c a l 
p e r s o n was promptly i n f o r m e d h i e d i v i s i o n 'had never been known t o do more 
than d i g deep dugouts, or c l e a n the r o a d s , nor had they ever even h e a r d 
a s h o t f i r e d . 

U s u a l l y the l o u d e s t t a l k e r over rode the r e s t and t h e r e b y was 
a b l e to p u t i n a good word f o r h i s own c o n n e c t i o n s which he would e x p l a i n 
w i t h g r e a t e n t h u siasm had done most o f the f i g h t i n g and had d r i v e n m i l ­
l i o n s upon m i l l i o n s o f Germans b e f o r e them w i t h l i t t l e o r no e f f o r t . I t 
was these c o n t i n u e d s q u a b b l e s t h a t . o f t e n o u t - t a l k e d p a i n and m i s e r y , 
h e l p i n g d r e a r y hours*~to f l i t by u n n o t i c e d between p i l l s and m e a l t i m e s . 

A f t e r two days o f r e s t , I was up and about, q u i t e w e l l enougl.it to 
t r a v e l t o the m e s s - h a l l and p a r t a k e o f t h e v a r i e d d i s h e s o f salmon, which 
was"-sometimes served. I n the can, sometimes out o f I t . Other times w i t h 
o n i o n s , t h e n a g a i n sometimes w i t h o u t . Now and then the d e l e c t a b l e d i s h 
was h o t and perhaps the n e x t time c o l d , b u t r e g a r d l e s s o f whether i t was 
b r e a k f a s t , d i n n e r or supper, f r i e n d salmon never d e s e r t e d h i s p o s t , and 
was f i n a l l y dubbed " G o l d f i s h " . . 

I w e l l remember a f t e r :a week's s t a y i n the h o s p i t a l o f g e t t i n g 
h o l d o f a copy o f the " S t a r s and S t r l p e i " , t h e A. E.~F. o f f i c i a l pubr 
l i c a t i o n , and o f r e a d i n g w i t h a n g u i s h how the Government had j u s t con­
t r a c t e d t o purchase .some two m i l l i o n c a s e s o f canned w s a l m o n * -t b u t not 
w i s h i n g t o d i s c l o s e t h i s h e a r t r e n d i n g news t o the boys, o f whom I had 
grown f o n d > I j u s t s i l e n t l y wondered i f they were g o i n g t o keep- iis i n -
F r a n c e , u n t i l a l l the m a r k e t a b l e • * * g o l d f i s h " i n the w o r l d had been con-

• sumed. 

However, my s t r e n g t h seemed t o g r a d u a l l y improve, u n t i l I a t 
l a s t r e q u e s t e d the Sergeant to g e t me a p a i r o f .shoes, f o r s t r a n g e t o 
say, the sun had come out b r i g h t l y and 1 l o n g e d t o be out i n i t . Soon 
I v a r i e d t h i s w i t h walks t h r o u g h the wards i n hopes o f s e e i n g a f a c e 
I knew and t a l k over the good o l d days back i n France or of e x p e r i e n c e s 
i n t h i s l a n d of d e v a s t a t i o n and sorrow but found, no one. I t seemed 
s t r a n g e , i n d e e d , t o go from beds, t o bed and t a l k t o r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
amost e v e r y s t a t e i n t h e U n i o n . To n o t e the S o u t h e r n d i a l e c t s 'and drawl f 

or the w e s t e r n twangs i n another row, w i t h as much ease as a b i g t e l ­
egraph o f f i c e back home i n New Y o r k communicates n o r t h , e a s t , s o u t h and 
west, w i t h the same i n s t a n t a n e o u s responses • here a chap from C a l i f ­
o r n i a , over t h e r e one from G e o r g i a , f u r t h e r on.another who c l a i m s 
Oklahoaio or A l a s k a and so on u n t i l I c o u l d have had a f i n e l e s s o n i n our 
geography had time a l l o w e d me t o i n t e r v i e w a l l . 

I t was now the second =*of November and rumors began to po.nr i n t h a t 
a g r e a t d r i v e had s t a r t e d on t h e f i r s t o f the month, a l s o t h a t the boys 
i n l i n e were l i t e r a l l y d r i v i n g t h e Hun b e f r o e them i n a d e t e r m i n e d e f f o r t 
t o c r u s h h i s o f f e n s i v e and break h i s m o r a l e . 
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Tliese rumors soon became s t e r n r e a l i t i e s , when t r a i n ! o a c l a f t e r t r a i n -
l o a d of wounded began t o r e a c h us about the f o u r t h and f i f t h day, and as 
I was about f e d up on the d e t e s t a b l e " g o l d f i s h " , 1 t o l d the S e r g e a n t how 
a n x i o u s I was to get back w i t h my o u t f i t a g a i n . w i t h the r e q u e s t t h a t he 
arrange f o r my e x a m i n a t i o n by the d o c t o r . T h i s seemed e a s i e r "than I 
thought, f o r the f o l l o w i n g day I was pronounced O.K. and a g a i n f i t f o r 
s e r v i c e , with-my discharge from the h o s p i t a l - , A s l i p was g i v e n me ad­

d r e s s e d t o the s u p p l y s e r g e a n t , which e n t i t l e d me t o a new u n i f o r m . 

So a f t e r b e i n g r e - r i g g e d , I j o i n e d some hundred or more men and went 
t o the s t a t i o n t o a w a i t the t r a i n t h a t would b r i n g us t o Hevers, where 
soldiers from a l l hospitals were sent t o be r e c l a s s i f i e d and I f p o s s i b l e 
a s s i g n e d t o t h e i r own d i v i s i o n s , i t proved but a s h o r t r i d e and by n i n e 
o fclock t h a t same night we were p i l i n g out of the t r a i n r eady t o be 
marched to the r e - c l a s s i f I c a t i o n camp where a f t e r l i n i n g up f o r a l a t e 
mess, we were a s s i g n e d t o bunks and g i v e n b l a n k e t s to c o v e r us during 
the n i g h t . . 

T i l l s p l a c e was r i g h t f u l l y named a madhouse. There were thousands 
o f s o l d i e r s from almost as many d i v i s i o n s and u n i t s , i n c h a r g e of s e r ­
geants from o t h e r u n i t s , who were making h e r o i c , b u t f r u i t l e s s a t t e mpts 
t o e s t a b l i s h some k i n d o f o r d e r and q u i e t and t o l i n e - u p t h i s u n r u l y mob 
f o r mess, a s i g h t t h a t would have t o be seen to be t h o r o u g h l y a p p r e c i a t e d , 
t h e n the whistle blew, and the s e r g e a n t s s a i d "go", t h e r e was a rush t h a t 
d e v e l o p e d n o t h i n g s h o r t o f a w i l d stampede w i t h the' a i r f u l l o f m e s s - k i t s 
k n i v e s , f o r k s and t a n g l e d , c u r s i n g humanity, not omitting" the howls as 
we were .swallowed up i n the melange, some s h o u t i n g "here's your l a s t 
chance t o get a wound s t r i p e " , o t h e r s **IietJs go*!, or"When do we eat"? 
The r e a l comedy came about t h r e e times, d a i l y , when everyone assembled .in.. .; 
a g r e a t y a r d and the s e r g e a n t s would c a l l out the names o f men and t h e i r 
d i v i s i o n s , i n an e f f o r t to weed out o f t h i s u n r u l y mob" enough o f them to ." 
s t a r t on t h e i r way back t o t h e i r o u t f i t s , 

I 
He would bawl "Smith" and "Jones" u n t i l amost hoarse and n o t a 

s o u l would answer, then some h i g h - p i t c h e d v o i c e i n the r e a r would y e l l 
e i t h e r "Von Hindenburg" or"Yon Ludendorff", w h i c h would be g r e e t e d w i t h 
a c h o r u s o f f u l l y one h u n d r e d ~ n H e r e " , A f t e r t h r e e days o f t h i s f a r c e , 
my name was, f i n a l l y c a l l e d and w i t h . a s i g h o f r e l i e f , I grabbed what 
equipment I had, o n l y too eager t o r e p o r t a t the r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n where 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n was i s s u e d and dodge t h i s pandemonium. 

I t had grown dark, and as we l i n e d - u p a w a i t i n g our t u r n to board 
the t r a i n , some lad would come a l o n g a s k i n g f o r h i s d i v i s i o n a l group, 
then a v o i c e from out of the n i g h t c o u l d be h e a r d shouting"What a r e 
you d o i n g here? Your d i v i s i o n h a s n ' t l e f t America y e t " , or when another 
unfortunate went down the l i n e I n q u i r i n g "what d i v i s i o n . i s t h i s " , lie 
would be p r o m p t l y imformed K I t was the 33rd d i v i s i o n of b r i c k l a y e r s u o r ' 
anything e l s e t h a t came.handy t o t h e i r minds. A f t e r .an hour or so o f 
t h i s harmless b a n t e r , we p i l e d aboard a t r a i n t h a t was bound f o r some­
where i n F r a n c e . That was about a l l any,-€l\ms>knew, or a p p a r e n t l y c o u l d 
g a i n as to our d e s t i n a t i o n . " 

The n i g h t s were r a t h e r c h i l l y and many of us h u d d l e d t o g e t h e r as 
c l o s e as p o s s i b l e on the s e a t s or f l o o r o f our compartment, f o r we were 
p o s s i b l y i n f o r an a l l n i g h t r i d e . T h i s mode o f s n a t c h i n g s l e e p under 
any and a l l c i r c u m s t a n c e s was n o t h i n g new, as the man who has been th r o u g h 
t h e f u l l c o u r s e o f s o l d e r i n g d u r i n g war's a c t i v i t y had l e a r n e d to seek iris-
own comfort i n any way or manner t h a t circumstances a f f o r d . 



About noon the n e x t d a y , we came t o a s u d d e n h a l t i n a p a t c h o f 
w o o d s a n d a f t e r w a i t i n g p a t i e n t l y f o r a f u l l h a l f h o u r , the i n q u i s i t i v e 
ones began t o s c a m p e r about Qjhe) l e a r n the cause o f d e l a y . The e n g i n e e r 
f i n a l l y e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h i s w a s as f a r a s we would go, o w i n g t o the f a c t 
t h a t the t r a c k s b e y o n d t h i s p o i n t had been t o r n up b y s h e l l s a n d w e r e i n 
no f i t c o n d i t i o n f o r u s e . F u r t h e r i n g q u e s t i o n i n g o f our i n f o r m a n t d i s ­
c l o s e d the l o c a t i o n o f Verdun, which he e x p l a i n e d was about s i x m i l e s 
ahead and i f we c a r e d t o , we c o u l d c o n t i n u e on f o o t , f o r he had h e a r d 
as he passed th r o u g h the v a r i o u s towns t h a t n i g h t t h a t an a r m i s t i c e so 
rumor s.axd,ohad been s i g n e d a t e l e v e n o ' c l o c k t h a t same m o r n i n g . For a 
moment a d u l l s i l e n c e e n s u e d l , w h i l e each man l o o k e d a t h i s n e i g h b o r 
w i t h an i n c r e d u l o u s s o r t o f e x p r e s s i o n . C o u l d t h i s be t r u e , or was i t 
j u s t the d e l i r i u m o f s u f f e r i n g and r e a t i o n ? 

The war over and we were n o t t o go i n the l i n e a gain 1. S u r e l y the 
Ol d j i n x , Dame Rumor, must be a g a i n on t h e r a m p a g e w i t h one o f her s i l l y 
announcements. S t i l l suppose t h i s time s h e hod. g u e s s e d a w i n n e r , what 
then? I l o s t no t i m e i n b e i n g on the s a f e s i d e , so we g a t h e r e d up our 
equipment h a s t i l y and made o f f a t a q u i c k g a i t t o our p e a c e f u l o b j e c t ­
i v e Verdun, i n o r d e r t o v e r i f y t h e .~report. J u s t on the o u t s k i r t s o f the 
town s t o o d a l i t t l e shack where(eoffe) c o u l d be purchased and we l o s t no 
time, i n g e t t i n g i n s i d e t o q u i z t i l e 'Frenchman as t o whether o r n o t he had 
h e a r d the news. 

One l o o k a t h i s beaming countenance was enough t o buoy our hopes raid 
a l t h o u g h he seemed i n an e x c e p t i o n a l l y j o v i a l mood and q u i t e t a l k a t i v e , 
the l i t t l e we u n d e r s t o o d o f h i s l i n g o c e n t e r e d o n h i s wortds " f i n i s l e 
g u e r r e ^ 3 f h i c h was s u f f i c i e n t , ^ - * 

A f t e r d r i n & i n g our c o f f e e w i t h l i g h t e r h e a r t s than we had e x p e r i e n c e d 
f o r many many months, ?/e s t a r t e d a g a i n headed f o r Verdun w i t h the f e e l i n g s 
o f c h i l d r e n on a Shr%;stmas morn a f t e r a v i s i t from Santa G l a u s . A r r i v i n g 
i n the town, we met u n i t s o f the 26th d i v i s i o n , who a l l seemed i n a .••"•est 
s t a t e of j o y o u s e x u l t a t i o n a n d eager t o t a l k o f the s i g h i n g o f the g r e a t ­
e s t event o f the e n t i r e c o n f l i c t the a r m i s t i c e . 
^ ^ W ^ ^ ^ r ^ f - - ^ ^ . : ' h'f wwid; ; h f f f f d r '-fw - d|ffl|h:,,d: .1|§£^ V / J f l^diw'Sw^^l^^^^^^ 
*—-v. J L f i n a l l y l o c a t e d i n the. r i i i n s ^ f what was p o s s i b l y a former puol i e 
vuildihgs7>and f o u n d t o my d e l i g h t a % [ . o f C. " e a d c j u a r t e r s , w h e r e * was 
mo're~~than" g r a t e f u l t o be a l l o w e d t o f i l l my p o c k e t s w i t h c i g a r e t t e s , then 
made i n q u i r i e s as t o the l o c a t i o n of the railway-head, f o r I was m o r e t i i a n 
a n x i o u s t o get b a c k t o my own o u t f i t . A f t e r b e i n g l l n f o r m e d t h a t a o h o - t 
h i k e a s f a r as the o t h e r end o f town w o u l d b r i n g u s t o w h a t was • once nr.cn 
a t i m e the r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n , 1 s t a r t e d o f f a g a i n , o n l y t o f i n d t o my deep 
d i s g u s t , no t r a i n a s y e t h a d l e f t the r a i l - h e a d and t h a t the f i r s t A m e r ­
i c a n r a t i o n t r a i n would not l e a v e u n t i l the f o l l o w i n g a f t e r n o o n , ^ t 
would c o n t a i n no accomodation f o r t r o o p s we were t o l d , b u t I f we earned, to 
we c o u l d r i d e w i t h the f r e i g h t a s the t r a i n would go a s f a r a s Don Sur 
Iweuse, T h w a r t e d o j c i r c u m s t a n c e s l e f t n o t h i n g m u c h t o d o but s t r o l l 
down the t r a c k s w h e r e an e m p t y f r e i g h t o a r w w a s f o u n d , i n t o w h i c h we t h r y v 
o u r e q u i p m e n t . T h i s d o n e we t o s s e d a b a l l o f h a y s t a n d i n g n e a r b y on Uic 
ground a n d t o r e i t o p e n , i n p r e p a r a t i o n t o m a k i n g o u r s e l v e s c o m f o r t n h l o 
f o r t h e n i g h t . 

The n e x t s t e p was b a c k to Verdun a g a i n w h e r e we l i n e d - u p w i t h a com­
pany t h a t w a s h a v i n g $ h e i r e v e n i n g mess, then b a c k a g a i n t o our b o x ow 1 

r e f u g e t o t u r n i n f o r the n i g h t . The f o l l o w i n g day a f t e r b r e a k f a s t , --as 
s p e n t i n r o a m i n g o v e r t h e town and e x a m i n i n g the r u i n s o f many f i n e b u i l d ­
i n g s a n d s t r e e t s , u n t i l toward the end o f the l a t e a f t e r n o o n , we r u t our 
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t h i n g s i n order- once more f o r our t r i p on t h a t l o n g e d f o r f r e i g h t t r a i n 
which f i n a l l y • a p p e a r e d shout r i v e 1 

None of the hoys who took t h a t r i d e w i l l ever f a i l t o r e c a l l i t as 
one of the most momentous events o f t h e i r army eareefc, f o r the n i g h t 
was b i t i n g c o l d and the b e s t p l a c e 1 c o u l d f i n d was on a c o a l oar t n a t 
was now l o a d e d w i t h p o t a t o e s . Time and a g a i n I b u r i e d my hands i n 
the cargo i n an e f f o r t to k e e p them warm and w i t h say f o o t h e a t i n g a 
c o n s t a n t t a t o o a g a i n s t each o t h e r , 1 k e p t may foody w i g g l i n g about as 
much as p o s s i b l e on the h a r d lumps i n o r d e r to r e v i v e the b l o o d t h a t -
seemed ready t o f r e e z e . But t h a t a w f u l c u t t i n g wind c o n t i n u e d t o d i g 
r i g h t t h r o u g h my c l o t h e s , l e a v i n g us w i t h n o t h i n g more c o n s o l i n g than 
the knowledge t h a t the war was over, which was news worth s t a n d i n g 
mos t a n y t h i n g to a n 1 1 c i p a t e . 

I t was j u s t about daybreak when the s n a i l - l i k e f r e i g h t chugged I t s 
way l a b o r i o u s l y I n t o l i o n 3ur Me use, and we found i t no easy m a t t e r t o 
s q u i r m down from the tops o f the spuds, f o r every one o f us was s t i f f 
and c o l d t h r o u g h t o the marrow, but we managed t o make our way a c r o s s 
the f r o s t c o v e r e d ground t o where a company were j u s t f i n i s h i n g b r e a k ­
f a s t . The mess-sergeant whom we asked f o r a cup o f c o f f e e , r e g r e t t e d 
v e r y much t h a t he c o u l d o f f e r n o t h i n g more than a can o f h a l f f r o z e n 
tomatoes and some b r e a d to each o f us, as he had s e v e r a l e x t r a f o r break­
f a s t t h a t morning, and t h e r e was n o t h i n g e l s e l e f t . 

We a t e , or r a t h e r drank the tomatoe f l u i d w i t h g r e a t r e l i s h how­
e v e r , f o r the r i d e t h r o u g h w i n t r y b l a s t s o f the n i g h t had put a keen 
edge on our a p e t i t e s , l e a v i n g no room f o r f a s t i d i o u s taste's or demon­
s t r a t i o n s i n the l i n e o f chow ? i so a f t e r b u i l d i n g a f i r e i n ya'n a t t e m p t 
t o thaw o u t , the n e x t and o n l y ' t h i n g seemed t o be the l o c a t i o n o f head­
q u a r t e r s of the 7 7 t h D i v i s i o n , w h i c h a few o f f i c e r s i n f o r m e d us was 
a t RawGourt, a c c o r d i n g t o l a s t r e p o r t s . 

But R a u c o u r t , we l e a r n e d was a l o n g d i s t a n c e n o r t h , ' and i n the 
p r e s e n t predicament t h e r e seemed n o t h i n g more f e a s i b l e nor e n c o u r a g i n g 
t h a n a g a i n depending on my own l e g s f o r p r o g r e s s , so I l o s t no "time 
i n s l i n g i n g on my e q u i p m e n t t a g a i n and headed down t h e . r o a d a l o n e t h i s 
t i m e , f o r those who had accompanied me thus f a r must now t u r n o f f i n 
a d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n . My s t a r t was made d e t e r m i n e d l y enough, but n o t 
w i t h o u t some s l i g h t m i s g i v i n g and more than once I s i l e n t l y m e d i t a t e d 
on the j o u r n e y , i t s c e r t a i n h a r d s h i p s and the l e n g t h 'of time i t would 
r e q u i r e to a c c o m p l i s h the end, and a f t e r two m i l e s of t h i s lonesome 
c a l c u l a t i o n , a t r u c k hove i n s i g h t t h r o u g h the w h i t e d u s t of the r o a d . 

The d r i v e r p u l l e d up when I h a i l e d him, and t o l d me he was g o i n g 
as f a r n o r t h as S t . P i e r e m o n t , a t the same time I n v i t i n g me t o c l i m b 
a b o a r d . This i n c i d e n t and the a t t e n d a n t h o s p i t a l i t y I f e l t was an omen 
of good l u c k , as I s e t t l e d a l o n g s i d e o f him t o note as we rumbled along-
over the rough and t o r n roads the u n d e n i a b l e e v i d e n c e t o be found a l l 
around of the d a u n t l e s s d r i v e t h a t had been made by the Yankees b u t a 
few days b e f o r e i n the g e n e r a l chaos and d i s o r d e r u s u a l l y found i n the 
wake o f such proee&UTt; the g r i m and s i l e n t memento of s " d i s g a r d e d t r a i l 



A f t e r a r r i v i n g a t S t . Pi e r e m o n t , I d e c i d e d t o c a l l i t a d a y 1 s 
t r i p , and put up f o r the n i g h t w i t h some tr o o p s o f another d i v i s i o n , 
w h i c h I found q u a r t e r e d t h e r e . 

The "bright e a r l y morning f o l l o w i n g found me h i t t i n g the r o a d 
a g a i n w i t h as much z e a l as e v e r , t o r e a c h the goal., my own o u t f i t , 
i f i t took the r e s t o f ray l i f e t o a c c o m p l i s h ^ I d l l e a f t e r m i l e , 
my never f a l t e r i n g f e e t c a r r i e d me on and clone-} w h i l e now and. then 
8 .few s h o r t r i d e s g r a d u a l l y c l o s e d the gap, u n t i l t h e jo y o u s moment 
when 1 stepped i n t o F i r s t B a t t a l i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s i n the town o f 
Houzon, and i m m e d i a t e l y r e p o r t e d f o r duty t o C a p t a i n 3. A. Fahn e s t o c k , 
who W P s then B a t t a l i o n Commander. Back w i t h my own a t l a s t w i t h the 
jo y of a homing p i g e o n , p a r t a k i n g i n the warm r e c e p t i o n t h a t g r e e t e d 
me a t h e a d q u a r t e r s from the hoys, i n wh i c h even some o f the o f f i c e r s 
j o i n e d , e s p e c i a l l y C a p t a i n P a u l R . S l i g h t t o whom f e t e had s t r a n g e l y 
brought me i n c l o s e c o n t a c t through a l l the g r e a t s t r a g g l e even s i n c e 
the days o f p r e p a r a t i o n a t Camp Upton. 

Through a l l t h e s e g r e a t m a n i f e s t a t i o n s of k i n d n e s s t h e r e s t i l l 
l i n g e r e d a v i s i o n o f peace and r e s t i n a, warm hunk, b u t though t h i s 
was about t o be realized!., they 'were soon sent k i t i n g , when I was p r e ­
s e n t e d w i t h some f i f t y or more l e t t e r s from home and f r i e n d s t h a t 
had accumulated d u r i n g my absence from the o u t f i t , - I n my eagerness 
to r e a d them a l l , I had. f o r g o t t e n , e v e r y t h i n g e l s e , so s e a t e d b e s i d e 
the f l i c k e r i n g glimmer o f a can&le i n the l i t t l e room, 1 k e p t on and 

i o n , u n t i l suddenly c a s t i n g a g l a n c e a t my watch was s u r p r i s e d t o f i n d 
my i n t e r e s t had l e t the l i t t l e hands s l i p round, and round, u n t i l the=-
hour of 3,30 A. £1. So w i t h a mind f u l l of contentment, I s l i p p e d o f f 
h a t and shoes and c u r l e d up a l o n g s i d e o f my buddy, t h a n k f u l beyond' 
words my j o u r n e y had ended, d e l i g h t e d t o be back once more w i t h those' 
of the o l d gang f o r whom 1 h e l d a b r o t h e r l y a f f e c t i o n , . 

I n the morning, everyone seemed anx i o u s to t e l l o f the b i g 
d r i v e and a l l t h a t 1 had mi s s e d , which s t a r t e d many f e e l i n g s o f d i s ­
appointment and. c h a g r i n , but I was e x c e p t i o n a l l y p l e a s e d to l e a r n of., 
the promotion o f Major M i i t l e s s l e y t o t h a t o f L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l and 
t o hear a l s o , t h a t he was s a f e l y on h i s way t o the S t a t e s . Through 
a l l the good news would now and then come a note o f p a t h o s , i n the 
sorrow 'that t o l d o f many deaths i n the r a n k s o f boys 1 knew so w e l l , 
who had g l o r i o u s l y p a i d the supreme p r i c e o f the g r e a t v i c t o r y by 
t h e i r h e r o i s m . 
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• I t was a few l a y s l a t e r t h a t we s t a r t e d on a h i k e to .the X,ex 
I s l e t t s area., where we were r e - e q u i p p e d , s u p p l i e d w i t h c l e a n c l o t h i n g 
and an attempt made to d e l o u s e the d i v i s i o n . Our s t a y here was a 
busy one, w i t h l i t t l e or no time to l o a f , f o r we were t o s t a r t a g a i n 
on a ten day march t o a t r a i n i n g a r e a , a f t e r a r e s t t h a t would o n l y 
l a s t j u s t f o r the n i g h t . 

I n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h i s , we were g i v e n f u l l equipment, c o n s i s t i n g 
o f a pack t h a t weighed a p p r o x i m a t e l y s i x t y pounds. T h i s w i t h a t i n 
L i z z i e and r i f l e , was no l i g h t or c o m f o r t a b l e l o a d t o c a r r y w h i l e con­
s t a n t l y on the go. I n a day or so, we were o f f a t a medium g a i t , g o i n g 
a l o n g s t e a d i l y f o r about f i f t y minutes and r e s t i n g t e n , f o l l o w i n g t h i s 
s c h e d u l e ' - a l l t h r o u g h the day, u n t i l a t n i g h t f a l l t h o r o u g h l y exhausted, 
we would h a l t and throw o u r s e l v e s on the ground i n the woods w i t h 
naught b u t the sky and somber t r e e s f o r m i n g a ' s h e l t e r i n g TO o f . There 
were o t h e r n i g h t s though, when we would be f o r t u n a t e enough t o r e a c h 
a town where b i l l e t s or s l e e p i n g Q u a r t e r s c o u l d be o b t a i n e d i n b a r n s 
or out h o u s e s T h e s e o c c a s i o n s were u s u a l l y h a i l e d w i t h j o y by the 
boys f o r i t made a l l o f us f e e l f o r the moment we were i n l u c k . 

I t was d u r i n g the c o u r s e o f these h i k e s t h a t t h e g r e a t e s t f o r t u n e 
o f my whole c a r e e r came, w i t h o u t a word o f w a r n i n g as a b i g s u r p r i s e , 
f o r on December j e s t > 1918, I was suddenly i n f o r m e d t h a t I had been .pro­
moted from the r a n k of C o r p o r a l to t h a t o f h a t t l l i o n S e rgeant M a j o r , 
w h i c h I c o n s i d e r e d u u i t e a b i g jump. To say 1 was d e l i g h t e d would be' 
p u t t i n g i t m i l d l y , and 1 c o u l d h a r d l y w a i t f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to get 
the news t o those we had l e f t b e h i n d . F r i e n d s whom.-I f e l t would j d i n 
wifth me i n t h i s e x a l t e d hour, b u t day a f t e r day the onward movement 
'c o n t i n u e d , u n t i l on December 4 t h , we f i n a l l y came t o a h a l t a t our 
d e s t i n a t i o n s end i n the l i t t l e town o f P©nt-Ie-Yille, j u s t a few k i l o ­
meters from the town of Chateau V i l l a i n , where d i v i s i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s 
were e s t a b l i s h e d , and t h e r e was never a more t h a n k f u l s e t o f doughboys 
..than o u r s , who t u r n e d i n f o r the n i g h t , v o i c i n g the.se s e n t i m e n t s , know-
i n g t h a t the f o l l o w i n g 'day would n o t be another c o n t i n u e d performance 
of h i k e . " -

A f t e r a days l a y o f f , o r d e r s began to come, t h a t mapped out a whole 
program o f t r a i n i n g we must go through d u r i n g the s t a y i n t h i s new a r e a . 
Soon c o m p e t i t i v e d r i l l s s t a r t e d , w i t h company and r e g i m e n t a l shows, 
a t h l e t i c meets, and e v e r y c o n c e i v a b l e form of amusing d i v e r s i o n , t h a t 
would smother any tendency toward homesickness # I t was o b v i o u s s i n c e 
the a r m i s t i c e , the one thought i n everyone * s B l i n d seemed t o be c e n t e r e d 
on g e t t i n g back t o the S t a t e s and home. " N i g h t l y c o u l d be f o u n d men w r i t ­
ing; s h e e t a f t e r sheet o f l e n g t h y l e t t e r s , t e l l i n g o f t h e i r f o n d hopes of 
r e a c h i n g the shores of America soon, f o r rumors t o chat e f f e c t had begun 
to f l y f a s t and l o o s e . : 

I w e l l r e c a l l our l a s t C h r i s t m a s E v e i n t h i s exhausted c o u n t r y , 
as we s a t around an open f i r e p l a . e e , u n t i l the wee s m a l l h o u r s , t e l l i n g 
s t o r i e s and o t h e r w i s e t r y i n g t o l i v e up t o the s p i r i t o f the Season. 
There was J i m L a r n e y , who r e c i t e d so v o l u b l y the " S h o o t i n g o f dan 
Mc&rew", and Joe B r y a n t , L a uer, F l a n n e r y and o t h e r s , who l e n t t h e i r 
t a l e n t s t o t e l l come y a r n to w h i l e away the lonesomeness o f the s i t u ­
a t i o n and l i f t t h e ban o f g l o o n from what s h o u l d otherwise- have been a 
j o y o u s n i g h t . I t might a p p e a r . s t r a n g e t h a t we s h o u l d f e e l such d e p r e s s i o n 
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f o r was the war not ended and i t was no l o n g e r n e c e s s a r y to l o o k f o r w a r d 
to more h a r d s h i p s t h a t f o l l o w the l i f e of a s o l d i e r I n t h e l i n e ? The • 
a r m i s t i c e was o f course the b e s t C h r i s t m a s p r e s e n t t h a t c o u l d be g i v e n 
humanity, and we now had a r o o f over us w i t h good hunks t o s l e e p I n , and 
h o t meals d a i l y , out s t i l l we grouched and l o o k e d f o r more, most o f a l l , 

The d a i l y g r i n d was j u s t a s u c c e s s i o n o f i n s p e c t i o n ' a n d d r i l l s , 
added t o by manoeuvres t h r o u g h the s u r r o u n d i n g h i l l s , so time dragged 
on t i l l s way, u n t i l e a r l y i n F e b r u a r y we moved a g a i n t h i s time t o the 
t o s n of Gable on the Sarfch r i v e r , here t h i n g s took on a b r i g h t e r a s ­
p e c t , as the town was q u i t e l a r g e and the guard mount was h e l d d a i l y 
I n the p u b l i c square where hordes of Sreneh c i v i l i a n s would l i n e the 
euro to watch the Americane sol'dat p e r f o r m . 

There were a g r e a t number o f r e s t a u r a n t s and estamenents i n 
;aoble, which d i d a t h r i v i n g b u s i n e s s , , f o r the doughboy had grown t i r e d 
o f army chow, c o n s e q u e n t l y a t times i t was d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d a s e a t 
at any o f t h e s e p l a c e s . A number o f men had been g r a n t e d l e a v e o f 
absence and f u r l o u g h s t o the " l e a v e " a r e a s , where s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n 
had been made to e n t e r t a i n then: i n any way t h a t would s a t i s f y the pangs 
of down h e a r t e d n e s s , f o r everyone seemed t o grow.- more homesick h o u r l y , 
through the i n a c t i v i t y and suscease of b a t t l e . 

H a r d l y a mealtime came t h a t would not f i n d groups o f the boys 
w h i s p e r i n g t o g e t h e r , r e l a t i n g some rumor each had h e a r d , r e g a r d i n g the 
date of our s a i l i n g o r d e r s , but these a l l proved f a l s e w i t h as much 
a n g u i s h as those t h a t came and went I n the days a t hpton when we were 
anx i o u s t o be i n the game "Ovethere". Days even h o u r s , now dragged 
tagged w i t h the u s u a l humdrum o f r o u t i n e d r i l l s and i n s p e c t i o n s * 

A month o f . t h i s c r a w l e d s l o w l y on and i t would be d i f f i c u l t to 
d e s c r i b e the f e e l i n g s o f the command when the welcome o r d e r a t l a s t 
r e a ched us, g i v i n g d e t a i l e d i n s t r u c t i o n s as t o our a c t i o n s when we 
' a r r i v e d a t the Pontanazen b a r r a c k s , o u t s i d e o f B r e s t , from which p o i n t 
"we were t o ani? f o r home and n a t i v e l a n d . The j o y o f t h i s had h a r d l y 
time to bz~ I V l y a p p r e c i a t e d b e f o r e we were p a c k i n g our e f f e c t s once 
more, f o r what'we hoped would be the f i n a l move toward the s e a . Then 
came the t r a i n r i d e and a h i k e t h a t seemed up h i l l a l l the way, u n t i l 
the g r e a t camp of d e s t i n a t i o n loomed i n the d i s t a n c e , and once mo--e, 
t i r e d and weary, we were a s s i g n e d t o squad t e n t s . 

The n e x t two weeks brought, a c o n t i n u a l and e x h a u s t l e s s round o f 
I n s p e c t i o n s . One day I t would be p h y s i c a l , the n e x t equipment, then 
we would be sent down to the bath houses a g a i n , where another g e n e r a l 
d e l o u s i n g was a g a i n i n o r d e r , then another i n s p e c t i o n , s t i l l no one 
seemed t o mind t h i s much, f o r we began to r e a l i z e i t was a l l done w i t h 
the o b j e c t of making us' e l i g i b l e , f o r t h a t westward t r i p t h a t meant 
home, r e l a t i o n s and c o u n t r y . 

One o f the few days t h a t n a t u r e had f a v o r e d our s t a y i n France 
w i t h sun, pwoved to be our l a s t , f o r b r i g h t and e a r l y on the g l o r i o u s 
morning of A p r i l ' 1 9 t h , we were formed i n l i n e and marched out o f camp 
down through the s t r e e t s o f B r e s t , w i t h the c h e e r s of i t s c i t i z e n s 
r i n g i n g i n our e a r s , and as we n e a r e d the docks and t h e calm water case­
i n s i g h t , a sudden t h r i l l came to the marchers, t h a t was s l i g h t l y «-AL\-ct 
by the tin easy f e a r t h a t something might happen t o h o l d us i r - r-t r. io "a. at 
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H a p p i l y nothing* o f tne k i n d oocured and a f t e r a p r o c e s s o f check­
i n g and r e c h e c k i n g , we p i l e d aboard the s m a l l government b o a t s t h a t 
steamed out t o the h a r b o r , t o d r a w a l o n g s i d e o f the b i s steamer "America" 
t h a t was to take us on the l a s t l a p o f our e v e n t f u l j o u r n e y homeward. 
Another checking; and we mounted the gangplank t o f i n a l l y s e t f o o t on 
t h i s w o n d e r f u l a r k , chat was ready t o see the dreams o f months f u l f i l l e d 
and as we u n s l u n g our heavy equipment, a new l e a s e o f l i f e seemed t o 
h- ve been t a k e n by e v e r y man. Assignments were made t o our" bunks below 
and we were f r e e t o go on deck and watch a t dusk the steamers b i g mud-
hook made t a u t t o the f a l 1 s , as t h e n A m e r i c a " s l o w l y t u r n e d h e r nose out 
o f the h a r b o r toward t h e g r e a t expanse beyond. 

Many o f the boys l i n e ^ t h e r a i l s g a z i n g w i s t f u l l y a t the r e c e d i n g 
s hores o f France t h a t n e v e r - t o - b e - f o r g o t t e n l a n d w i t h i t s m i n g l e d mem­
o r i e s o f sorrow and h a p p i n e s s , where we had b l a z e d a - - t r a i l from L o r r a i n e 
t o the Argonne, o f wh i c h our c o u n t r y and c i t i z e n s may w e l l f e e l p r o u d . 

The g r e a t s h i p seemed t o j o i n i n our s e n t i m e n t a l s p i r i t s f o r w i t h 
every t u r n of her p o w e r f u l screws, she p i c k e d up speed, c u t t i n g through 
the p e a c e f u l calm o f o l d ocean w i t h m a j e s t i c g r a c e , i n harmony w i t h the 
t h r o b b i n g h e a r t s o f her k h a k i c l a d c a r g o t o r e a c h t he g r e a t e s t o b j e c t i v e 
o f a l l — home* 

I t was a happy c a r g o t h a t counted minutes w i t h p a t i e n t f o r t i t u d e 
w h i c h made the voyage an u n e v e n t f u l one. We were coming back e x p e r i e n c e d 
hardened v e t e r a n s , w i t h t h e i m p r i n t of war's r a v a g e s , mature i n body 
and mind t o a g a i n seek the tasks, o f p e a c e f u l l i v e l i h o o d i n a b r o a d e r 
scope o f enlightenment,,, f l u s h e d but u n b o a s t f u l o f our p a r t i n the v i c t ­
ory o f arms, t h a t g i v e s another c h a p t e r t o American h i s t o r y w i t h the 
same s p o t l e s s r e c o r d i n a l l her s t r u g g l e s f o r j u s t i c e and humane endeavor 

F a i n t l y through the m i s t came the t a l l arm o f M i s s L i b e r t y , w i t h 
the welcoming d i n o f b e l l s and w h i s t l e s . Our own c i t y was coming t o 
g r e e t her sons and our h e a r t s were b u b b l i n g over w i t h * t h e s p i r i t o f 
Peace on e a r t h t o men o f good w i l l . 
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