
FOR'MORD 

N o t h i n g makes a man f e e l more h e a r t s i c k t h a n t h e a w f u l p i c t u r e o f men r e p o t t i n g a n 

e v e n t , w h i c h h a d . even t h e f i r s t t i m e , s u c h h o r r i b l e r e s u l t s on human b e i n g s 9 Maybe t w e n t y 

f o u r y e a r s i s a l o n g t i m e t o some p e o p l e , l o n g enough f o r them, t o f o r g e t - But t o me, t h e 

-wor ld w a r i s n o t a s e a s y a s t h a t t o f o r g e t , I t seems l i k e y e s t e r d a y t h a t T e x p e r i e n c e d w h a t 

I e x p e r i e n c e even t o - d a y i n d r e a m s , men b e i n g k i l l e d i n a c t i o n , men wounded , s u f f e r i n g and 

c r y i n g f o r c a r e when no h e l p was p o s s i b l e , The f i v e days o f b e i n g l o s t i n t h e famous " p o c k e t " 

a r e t o o v i v i d i n my .mind t o f o r g e t : f i v e days o f h o r r o r a n d b l o o d s h e d f o r what w e , as s o l ­

d i e r s i n t h e L o s t B a t t a l i o n , t h o u g h t was a j u s t c a u s e . 

T o - d a y we s t i l l t h i n k i t was a j u s t c a u s e b u t i t seems t o me t h a t we a r e s l i p p i n g i n t o 

a s i t u a t i o n w h e r e a n o t h e r d r e a d f u l e x p e r i e n c e l i k e m i n e w i l l be n e s e s s a r y f o r t h e young men 

o f t o - d a y . I f s u c h a c a s e h a p p e n s , i t seems t o me t h a t i t i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e y o u n g 

men t o keep i n m i n d t h e p i c t u r e o f w h a t happened i n 1917 a n d e s p e c i a l l y i n O c t o b e r 1 9 1 8 . I 

hope I c a n h e l p t o make them, t h i n k t w i c e b y w r i t i n g my e x p e r i e n c e s a s t h e y r e a l l y h a p p e n e d . 

T h a t I have t r i e d , t o do i n t h e pages t h a t f o l l o w . 

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l p i c t u r e l o o k s m i g h t y d a r k t o me now. I t l o o k s as i f H i t l e r ' s warQmaking 

m a c h i n e i s on t h e m a r c h w i t h n o t h i n g a s y e t p o w e r f u l enough t o s t o p him. . Sometimes I f e e l so 

d o w n h e a r t e d a b o u t a l l o w i n g s u c h a p e r s o n g a i n c o n t r o l o f most o f E u r o p e , a f t e r t h e e f f o r t s 

made f o r a b e t t e r E u r o p e t w e n t y f o u r y e a r s a g o , a n d somet imes I f e e l so d a r n e d mad a t t h e 

A m e r i c a n p e o p l e f o r t h e i n d i f f e r e n t a t t i t u d e , t h e y sometimes h a v e , t h a t I f e e l l i k e g e t t i n g 

my o l d m u s k e t and s t a r t i n g w h e r e we l e f t o f f i n 1 9 1 8 . 

-The v e r y t h i n g s a r e s h a p i n g up now i s s u c h a way as t o be c l o s e t o t h e way I f e l t w o u l d 

d e v e l o p e a l l a l o n g . I f t h e p u b l i c o p i n i o n k e e p s up t h e way i t i s now, a n y e f f o r t s ' made b y 

t h e g o v e r n m e n t t o p u t . t h e c o u n t r y on a w a r b a s i s w i l l r e s u l t i n a r e v o l u t i o n . T h e r e s i s 

• n o t h i n g t h a t I w o u l d h a t e w o r s e a n d I c o u l d a l m o s t c r y t h i n k i n g a b o u t i t , f o r i f s u c h a 

t h i n g happened i t w o u l d l o o k a s t h o u g h a l l t h e s t r a g g l i n g , d y i n g a n d s u f f e r i n g i n t h e l a s t 
i f 

w a r wa-3 done i n v a i n . M a y b e / t h e h a r d s h i p s o f t h e l a s t w a r w e r e p a i n t e d as t h e y a c t u a l l y 

h a p p e n e d t o a r e g u l a r s o l d i e r l i k e m y s e l f , t h e n t h e p i c t u r e o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n m i g h t c h a n g e . 

P e o p l e f o r g e t t o o e a s i l y , b u t t h e y s u r e l y w o u l d n ' t f o r g e t i f t h e y had b e e n t h r o u g h w h a t I 

a n d a number o f o t h e r s h a v e been t h r o u g h . 
T h a t IF t h e r e a s o n f o r w r i t i n g what I am w r i t i n g i n t h e hope t h a t b e s i d e s b e i n g r e a d i n g 



f o r my f r i e n d s i t w o u l d be a g r i m r e m i n d e r o f p a s t m i s t a k e s * The p i c t u r e I p a i n t i n 

w o r d s i s n o t s e c o n d h a n d . I t i s f i r s t - h a n d a n d t r u e . I t i s s u c h a p i c t u r e t h a t I t h i n k 

i s n e c e s s a r y . I h a v e a b o y o l d enough t o f i g h t s.nd I am c o n c e r n e d o v e r h i s w e l f a r e , b u t 

I a l s o t h i n k my c o u n t r y and i t s d e m o c r a t i c p r i n c i p l e s a r e w o r t h s a v i n g . T h e r e f o r e I hop 

my comments h e r e i n w r i t t e n w i l l have some i n f l u e n c e u p o n t h e ones who r e a d i t . I n t h a t 

l i g h t , I o f f e r a t t o w h o e v e r can r e a d , h o p i n g f o r t h e b e s t . 



I WAS OHE OF THE' LOST BATTALION 

When I was d r a f t e d and l e f t M c i n t o s h , S o u t h D a k o t a on A p r i l 2 8 , 1 9 1 8 , I had no i d e a 

o f t h e e x t e n t o f my t r a v e l s b e f o r e I w o u l d r e t u r n home a g a i n . I d i d n o t know i f I e v e r 

w o u l d a g a i n r e t u r n f o r t h a t m a t t e r , n o r w h a t changes w o u l d t a k e p l a c e i n t h e m e a n t i m e . I 

gave a l l t h i s no t h o u g h t . A t t h e t i m e I was n o t m a r r i e d , h a d been u s e d t o a c a r e - f r e e l i f e 

on t h e r a n g e and f a r m and l i k e p r a c t i c a l l y a l l o f t h e o t h e r s i n t h e f i r s t company t o w h i c h 

I was a s s i g n e d , my p a r e n t s w e r e t h e o n l y c a r e I . l e f t b e h i n d . Camp L e w i s i n W a s h i n g t o n was 

•where I was s e n t t o be s w o r n i n t o t h e a r m y and t o r e c e i v e my f i r s t t r a i n i n g . T h i s was v e r y 

l i m i t e d . We w e r e o u t f i t t e d w i t h t h e f u l l c l o t h i n g and equipment o f a n I n f a n t r y m a n , a n d h a d 

o n l y a l i t t l e d r i l l i n g d u r i n g t h e f i v e weeks a t t h i s camp. A b u n c h w e r e s h i p p e d o u t e v e r y 

so o f t e n , t o w h a t d e s t i n a t i o n we d i d n o t know. Some w e r e l e f t b e h i n d t o h e l p t r a i n a n d 

d r i l l t h e o t h e r s . I h a d t h e chance t o be made a c o r p o r a l b u t I d i d n ' t l i k e t h a t . I t was t o o 

easy t o mix them u p , s o t h e n e x t bunch t h a t went o u t , i n c l u d e d m e . . 

Camp K e a r n e y , C a l i f o r n i a was t h e n e x t s t o p . H e r e we j o i n e d t h e F o u r t h D i v i s i o n . Up t o 

t h e t i m e I r e a c h e d t h i s camp, I h a d had o n l y two days t r a i n i n g w i t h t h e army r i f l e . B i t I 

had c a r r i e d a p i s t o l o r a r i f l e w i t h me a l l t h e t i m e w h i l e r i d i n g t h e r a n g e b a c k i n S o u t h 

D a k o t a , and I c o u l d , s h o o t . D u r i n g t h e f i r s t d a y on t h e r i f l e r a n g e , I c o u l d , n o t h i t a t h i n g . 

The n e x t d a y , when s h o o t i n g r a p i d f i r e , I g o t a b u l l ' s eye e v e r y t i m e . A l i e u t e n a n t came 

up t o me a n d a s k e d w h a t had been t h e m a t t e r t h e day b e f o r e . I t o l d h i m t h a t e v e r y t i m e I 

was r e a d y t o s h o o t t h e day b e f o r e , some one w o u l d bang away a t my s i d e . T h i s w o u l d c a u s e 

me t o f l i n c h j u s t t h a t l i t t l e b i t t o t h r o w my s i g h t o f f , b u t t h a t w i t h r a p i d , f i r e , I g o t 

t h e range and h e l d t h e s i g h t . The o f f i c e r s l a p p e d me on t h e b a c k a n d s a i d , " R a p i d f i r e i s 

what we w a n t . Y o u ' r e a l r i g h t . " These w e r e t h e o n l y two days I h a d on t h e r i f l e r a n g e . 

I n t h o s e d a y s , t h e r e was no d e l a y , and i t seemed t o me sometimes n o t even enough f o r 

t h e b e s t r o u t i n e i n r i f l e p r a c t i c e and d r i l l . I d i d n o t have t o have p r a c t i c e w i t h t h e 

r i f l e , b u t d r i l l i n g was s o m e t h i n g e l s e . B u t o f f we w e n t a t t h e end o f o n l y two weeks f o r 

a n o t h e r move somewhere . When I was g o i n g t o d i n n e r on t h e day we w e r e m o v i n g camp, I saw 

a boy whom I h a d known b a c k home. H i s name was H a r l e y T J i l c o x . We o n l y h a d a m i n u t e t o 

t a l k a s t h e y h a d us s l a t e d f o r a b i g pow wow a f t e r d i n n e r . I l o o k e d f o r h i m l a t e r b u t t h e 



c a r s w e r e gone a n d I n e v e r r u n i n t o h i m a g a i n u n t i l a f t e r I r e t u r n e d home. I w o u l d have 

l i k e d t o have b e e n w i t h h i m , a s a l l t h i s was new a n d s t r a n g e t o me, a n d I w o u l d h a v e 

l i k e d t o have s h a r e d i t w i t h someone f r o m t h e o l d home t o w n . T h e r e w e r e a l a r g e number 

o f f e l l o w s i n t h e o u t f i t , b u t we d i d n ' t have no t i m e f o r p l a y . 

D u r i n g my l i f e t i m e I had n o t h a d a n o p p o r t u n i t y f o r much t r a v e l and had n o t been i n 

b u t f o u r d i f f e r e n t s t a t e s . But on t h i s t r i p , d e s t i n a t i o n unknown t h e n , my t r a v e l l u s t 

was b e i n g f u l l y s a t i s f i e d . A c r o s s m o u n t a i n s , o n t o t h e p l a i n s , i n t o c i t i e s b u l g i n g w i t h 

f a c t o r i e s a l l booming w i t h i n d u s t r y a n d t h e f i n a l s t o p a t Camp M i l l s i n New J e r s e y . I t 

was a l l a s i g h t f o r me a n d d u r i n g t h e s e v e n days on t h e t r a i n , we had a l o t o f f u n . E a c h 

c a r was f u l l b u t e v e r y b o d y h a d s u f f i c i e n t s p a c e . The baggage c a r h a d been t u r n e d i n t o a 

k i t c h e n w i t h t h e o l d army r a n g e e v e r b u s y g e t t i n g o u t t h e f o o d f o r t h e w h o l e t r o o p t r a i n . 

H e r e a g a i n a t Camp M i l l s , t h e r e was no d e l a y j a b r i e f s t o p t o g e t o u r g r o u n d l e g s 

a g a i n and a b r e a t h i n g s p e l l , a n d onto a b i g b o a t f o r t h e hop a c r o s s t h e p o n d . And w h a t a 

pond i t w a s , somet imes r o u g h a s some o f t h e R o c k i e s , a n d a t o t h e r t i m e s as s m o o t h as 

g l a s s . We w e r e e i g h t days c r o s s i n g . The l a s t . t w o d a y s , I began t o f e e l t o u g h . I d i d n ' t 

know what was t h e m a t t e r . I t w a s n ' t s e a s i c k n e s s . When we l a n d e d i n E n g l a n d , t h e r e was 

q u i t e a h i k e t o make and I was s i c k a s a c a t w i t h a f e v e r and w e a k . We w o u l d h i k e f i f t y 

m i n u t e s and r e s t t e n . By t h e t i m e we r e a c h e d Gamp, I was a l l i n . The E n g l i s h a c t e d a s i f 

t h e y w e r e g l a d t o see u s a n d f o l l o w e d us l i k e k i d s , w a v i n g a n d c h e e r i n g . I g o t by f o r t h e 

two days we. 'were h e r e , j u s t h o l d i n g my own, and t h e n we w e r e o f f f o r a n o t h e r t r i p . T h i s 

t i m e we w e r e l o a d e d o n a much s m a l l e r b o a t a n d p a c k e d i n l i k e c a t t l e l a t e a t n i g h t . By 

dawn t h e n e x t day we had r e a c h e d t h e s h o r e s o f F r a n c e a t a p l a c e t h a t I h a v e s i n c e f o u n d 

o u t was C h e r b o u r g , F r a n c e . O v e r t h e l o n g p e r i o d s i n c e t h i s e x p e r i e n c e , d a t e s and p l a c e s 

have f a d e d c o n s i d e r a b l y . S i n c e t h a t t i m e , I have had so much s i c k n e s s a n d d i s t r e s s , t h a t 

i t seems h a r d t o remember a n y t h i n g . I do remember t h i s , I was g e t t i n g s i c k e r a l l t h e t i m e . 

T h i s t i m e , we h a d a t w e l v e m i l e h i k e t o make w h e n we d e b a r k e d . We w e r e b i l l e t e d i n a n 

E n g l i s h camp o r a t l e a s t t h e r e w e r e a l o t o f E n g l i s h s o l d i e r s a r o u n d . I was so s i c k I 

d i d n ' t know how I g o t t h e r e b u t some o f t h e b u d d i e s h e l p e d a n d t h e camp was r e a c h e d a t 

l o n g l a s t . A s we came t o t h e o u t s k i r t s o f t h e camp, we h a d o r d e r s t o f a l l o u t o n t h e 

s i d e o f t h e r o a d , u n t i l a r r a n g e m e n t s were made f o r b a r r a c k s i n s i d e t h e camp . T h e r e was 



e t #3 

a l i t t l e F r e n c h k i d . t a g g i n g a l o n g d r e s s e d i n a b l a c k s l i p o v e r smock d r e s s a n d w i t h 

wooden shoes c l a n g i n g on t h e h o b b l e s t o n e s t r e e t . I gave h i m t w e n t y c e n t s a n d my c a n t e e n . 

Soon he came b a c k t o me w i t h t h e c a n t e e n f i l l e d w i t h w i n e . I t i p p e d i t u p . I t w e n t 

g u r g l e , g u r g l e , g u r g l e u n t i l i t was a l l gone a n d I s e n t h i m a f t e r a n o t h e r . I g o t h a l f 

of. t h a t one down when t h e c a l l came t o move o n . We h a d a b o u t two b l o c k s t o g o . I d i d n ' t 

s t o p f o r s u p p e r o r a n y t h i n g b u t u n p a c k e d my r o l l and went t o b e d . I t was t h e n e x t m o r n i n g 

when I woke up b u t I d i d n ' t g e t u p . When t h e s a r g e n t came a r o u n d o n i n s p e c t i o n , he b a w l e d 

me o u t f o r n o t s h a v i n g . So I g o t o u t my r a z o r a n d hung up my m i r r o r t o t a k e a s h a v e . When 

I l o o k e d i n i t , I saw t h a t my f a c e was a l l b r o k e n o u t a s t h i c k as i t c o u l d be w i t h s m a l l 

r e d p i m p l e s w h i c h I knew i m m e d i a t e l y was t h e m e a s l e s . O f f I was r u s h e d t o w h a t was c a l l e d 

a h o s p i t a l . I t h a d a t i l e b r i c k f l o o r a n d b o y , i t was s u r e l y h a r d . I l a i d o n i t f o r f o u r 

days and n i g h t s w i t h . o n l y one b l a n k e t t h a t was u s e d f o r a p a d d i n g . T h e r e w e r e no shades 

on t h e w i n d o w s . O u r e a t s w e r e f i n e f o r t h e m e a s l e s , n o t h i n g b u t w h a t we c a l l e d s o w - b e l l y 

and g r a v y one m e a l , t h e n e x t g r a v y , b a c o n a n d c o f f e e , no b r e a d n o r e v e n h a r d t a c k . B u t 

somehow I was t o u g h e r t h a n the m e a s l e s and g o t o v e r i t even i f i t d i d t a k e a q u a r t a n d 

a h a l f o f w i n e t o make i t pop o u t . But my o u t f i t h a d gone on and I was a s s i g n e d t o a n ­

o t h e r , w h i c h I now know was t h e 7 7 t h D i i r i s i o n f r o m New Y o r k . 

W i t h t h i s o u t f i t , I h a d two days o f t r a i n i n g w i t h t h e b a y o n e t a n d t h e n o f f we w e r e 

l o a d e d a g a i n , t h i s t i m e not i n c o m f o r t a b l e c u s h i o n e d c a r s , b u t i n v e r y s m a l l box c a r s , 

7 x 2 0 . These c a r s h a d a s i g n on t h e m 4 0 men o r 8 h o r s e s . We h a d 4 0 men i n o u r c a r . T h e 

t r a i n went so s l o w t h a t we c o u l d t a k e o u r mess k i t s and by b u i l d i n g a f i r e a l o n g t h e 

t r a c k , we c o u l d c o o k o u r b a c o n w i t h t h e t r a i n a l w a y s on t h e move . F i n a l l y we came t o 

one s m a l l town w h e r e we were t o l d i t was o u t f i n a l s t o p . J u s t a s t h e t r a i n p u l l e d i n , 

we saw a n M . P . ( M i l i t a r y P o l i c e ) p u s h i n g one o f t h o s e s m a l l m a i l c a r t s l o a d e d w i t h a l l 

t h e b r e a d t h e y c o u l d p i l e on i t . B o y , we w e r e h u n g r y a n d t h e r e was no s t o p p i n g u s f r o m 

t h a t b r e a d . I t was a f r e e - f o r - a l l . Some g o t a l i t t l e , o t h e r s g o t a l o t a n d s t i l l some 

g o t n o t h i n g b u t b r u i s e d and smashed f i n g e r s . But i t t a s t e d l i k e M e l b a t o a s t . 

A g a i n , as a l w a y s t h e r e was no d i l l y d a l l y i n g a r o u n d . I had n e v e r s e e n a gas mask 

u n t i l t h e n e x t day when we s t a r t e d t o t h e f r o n t l i n e s . We w e r e shown how t o p u t t h e m 

on and g i v e n a l o n g s p e e c h a b o u t how t o d e t e c t g a s , a n d w h a t t o do i n c a s e o f a n a t t a c k . 



¥vre drew o u r a m m u n i t i o n and e a c h r e c e i v e d one box o f h a r d t a c k and a c a n o f c o r n w i l l y . 

T h i s f o o d was t o do u s f o r t h e f i r s t t h r e e d a y s i n t h e l i n e s . As n i g h t came, we s t a r t e d 

f o r the f r o n t l i n e s . 

F r o m t h e camp, we c o u l d h e a r t h e o c c a s i o n a l bombing o f t h e b i g guns o f t h e a r t i l l e r y 

w h i c h became l o u d e r a s we drew n e a r e r . C l o s e i n b e h i n d t h e l i n e s , we w e r e h i k i n g i n a 

deep d i t c h . I d o n ' t know j u s t w h a t happened n o r how, e x c e p t t h a t I do know t h e t r e n c h 

b l e w u p . A n d s u c h a mess I I h a d n ' t f o r g o t t e n w h a t I had b e e n t o l d - - — t o l o o k o u t f o r 

y o u r s e l f . When I came t o my s e n s e s , I was up o n t h e b a n k c r o u c h e d down o n my knees a n d 

w i t h my gun down i n f i r i n g p o s i t i o n . A s e c o n d i n s t i n c t j u s t seemed t o t e l l me t h a t we 

had b e e n a t t a c k e d a n d t o p r o t e c t m y s e l f . B u t t h e r e was no enemy i n s i g h t , n o t h i n g b u t 

b l a c k n e s s p i e r c e d by t h e s c reams a n d moans o f t h o s e a l l b u t t o r n t o p i e c e s . We r o l l e d 

a b i g r o c k o f f one b u d d y whom I t h o u g h t I r e c o g n i z e d i n t h e d a r k n e s s a n d I a s k e d , " I s 

t h a t y o u R e u b e n ? " a n d he r e p l i e d , "What i s l e f t o f m e . " He was i n t h e same squad a s I . 

I t was my l a s t s i g h t o f h i m and many more w e r e t o go t h e same w a y . 

I t must have b e e n a r o u n d e l e v e n t h i r t y t h a t n i g h t when we c r a w l e d i n t o some b i g 

dugouts f o r p r o t e c t i o n and r e s t . I t was p i t c h d a r k and we j u s t s a t a r o u n d , l i s t e n i n g t o 

t h e b i g s h e l l s g o i n g o v e r a n d t a l k i n g i n s u b d u e d t o n e s . I g o t t o t a l k i n g t o a b u d d y 

s i t t i n g c l o s e b y me a n d happened t o m e n t i o n t h e name o f t h e t own M a r m a t h , N o r t h D a k o t a . 

T h i s f e l l o w a s k e d me i f I knew P e r c y P e r n e y a n d when I r e p l i e d t h a t I d i d , he t o l d me 

he was h i s b r o t h e r . Though, we c o u l d n ' t see e a c h o t h e r , we s u r e l y h a d a r e a l v i s i t f o r 

a b o u t two h o u r s . He was t h e n c a l l e d o u t a n d p u t w i t h a n o t h e r company. I n e v e r saw h i m 

a g a i n i n F r a n c e a n d i t was o n l y a f t e r I r e t u r n e d t h a t h i s b r o t h e r c a l l e d me i n t o h i s 

s t o r e one d a y t o t e l l me t h a t h i s b r o t h e r h a d g o t t e n wounded o n t h e s e c o n d d a y o f t h e 

f i g h t i n g , was t a k e n t o a h o s p i t a l a n d p a s s e d a w a y . One b y one even i n t h i s e a r l y s t a g e 

o f t h e war game, b u d d i e s and a c q u a i n t a n c e s t h a t I w o u l d s t r i k e up w i t h w e r e d r o p p i n g 

o u t . 

The b r e a k o f dawn b r o u g h t p l e n t y o f a c t i v i t y . We s t a r t e d o v e r t h e t o p . W i t h a 

p a r t i n g w o r d o f w a r n i n g and i n s t r u c t i o n t o e a c h man by a n o f f i c e r s t a n d i n g i n t h e 

t r e n c h , up a n d o v e r t h e t o p we w a n t . I t was a n odd f e e l i n g . I t d i d n ' t seem l i k e f e a r , 

n o r e v e n d r e a d , b u t more j u s t a f e e l i n g o f wonderment a t w h a t we m i g h t s e e o r l e a r n 



S h e e t #5 

a s we p u s h e d o u t i n t o nss m a n ' s l a n d . I n e v e r saw so much b a r b e d w i r e i n my l i f e a s 

t h e r e was s t r u n g a r o u n d t h e r e . I c o u l d g e t t h r o u g h b e t t e r t h a n some a s I w o r e number 

t e n shoes w i t h hob n a i l s . I had b e e n u s e d t o w e a r i n g number e i g h t r i d i n g b o o t s n e a r l y 

a l l my l i f e and i t i s no wonder t h a t now my f e e t a r e f l a t t e n e d o u t and my a r c h e s b r o k e n . 

T h e y s e r v e a s c o n t i n u a l r e m i n d e r s o f t h o s e days o f t e n m a k i n g i t n e c e s s a r y f o r me t o g e t 

o u t o f b e d a t n i g h t s and w a l k a r o u n d f o r a n h o u r o r t w o . 

T h e n , m a r c h i n g on a n d o n , I d i d n ' t t h i n k a n y t h i n g o f s t e p p i n g o v e r dead b o d i e s o f 

men w i t h whom I had s t a r t e d o u t o r w a d i n g t h r o u g h a p o o l o f b l o o d , b u t now s o m e t h i n g 

comes up i n my t h r o a t . Sometimes my eyes g e t so f u l l o f t e a r s I c a n h a r d l y w r i t e a n d 

my t h i n k e r q u i t s t h i n k i n g , j u s t h a l t e d o n t h o s e d r e a d f u l s c e n e s t h a t I r a n i n t o h u n d r e d s 

o f t i m e s each d a y . To t h i n k b a c k , I can j u s t see t h e m d r o p , t o l o o k a t t h e m a n d h e a r w h a t 

t h e y s a i d and t h e i r r e q u e s t s f o r h e l p . But we h a d t o go on and l e a v e t h e m l a y f o r o t h e r s 

t o a i d when t h e y c o u l d w o r k up t o t h e m . I d o n ' t know who f e l t t h e w o r s e . 

There h a d been a g r e a t d e a l o f r a i n and t h e g o i n g was s l o w and h a r d o v e r t h e s l i c k 

mud . One day when we w e r e a d v a n c i n g , I s t a r t e d t o jump a t r e n c h . I s l i p p e d a n d f e l l o n 

my l e f t l e g , t h r o w i n g my knee o u t o f j o i n t . I h a d done t h i s a b o u t t e n y e a r s b e f o r e , so 

i t was l o o s e enough t h a t I c o u l d g e t i t b a c k i n p l a c e f a i r l y e a s y . The company had o n l y 

gone a l i t t l e ways a h e a d when t h e y had o r d e r s t o f a l l o u t f o r a b r i e f r e s t and two o f 

t h e boys came b a c k and h e l p e d me u p . A f t e r I g o t up w i t h t h e m a i n o u t f i t , I g o t a s t i c k 

f o r one c r u t c h a n d u s e d my g u n f o r a c a n e . I made a go o f i t t h i s w a y . I t t o o k l o t s o f 

g u t s , but I d i d n ' t want t o go b a c k t o t h e h o s p i t a l f o r t r e a t m e n t o f s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h i s 

and k e p t on t h e go , t h o u g h s l o w . When I h a d f a l l e n , my t a i l bone had s t r u c k a r o c k . T h a t 

h u r t as much a s my knee o r m o r e . I c o u l d h a r d l y s i t down o r l a y dawn and when I ' d g e t 

down, i t was t h e d e v i l t o t r y t o g e t up a g a i n . I n a b o u t a week t h o u g h , I was as good a s 

e v e r a g a i n . I j u s t w o r e i t o f f . 

T h i s t e r r i t o r y t h r o u g h w h i c h we w e r e a d v a n c i n g on t h e W e s t e r n F r o n t h a d been i n t h e 

G e r m a n ' s h a n d s f o r o v e r f o u r y e a r s a n d t h e y h a d dug o u t s f i x e d u p l i k e homes . A l l o f 

o u r work up t o t h i s t i m e had been h u n t i n g t h e s e dug o u t s a n d r o u t i n g t h e m . I s h a l l n e v e r 

f o r g e t o n p a r t i c u l a r t i m e . Pop SPop I P o p . ' s t a r t e d a mach ine g u n . A l l o f u s d r o p p e d as 

c l o s e t o t h e g r o u n d as we c o u l d . T h e r e w e r e a l o t o f t h e m who d i d n ' t g e t c l o s e enough t o 



the g r o u n d . A s s o o n a s J e r r y s t o p p e d s h o t t i n g , we c r a w l e d a r o u n d u n t i l we f o u n d t h e 

d o o r l e a d i n g t o t h e m a c h i n e gun n e s t . I t h r e w a hand g r e n a d e i n and j u s t a s i t h i t t h e 

d d o r , i t e x p l o d e d . H e r e t h e y came o u t a n d r e a l l y a c t e d a s i f t h e y were t i c k l e d t o d e a t h 

t o g e t o u t a l i v e . T h e r e w e r e s i x o f t h e m . T h r e e l o o k e d as i f t h e y were a r o u n d s e v e n t y 

y e a r s o f age a n d h a d g r e a t l o n g w h i s k e r s . But t h e o t h e r t h r e e l o o k e d v e r y y o u n g . When 

we w o u l d r o u s t o u t a d u g - o u t , t h e f i r s t t h i n g we would , l o o k f o r on t h e i n s i d e was f o o d . 

T h a t showed w h a t was on o u r minds e v e n i f n o t o n o u r s t o m a c h s . T h e r e h a r d l y e v e r was 

a n y f o o d , h u t o l d dank b l a c k b r e a d . N e x t we l o o k e d f o r a m m u n i t i o n and t h e n s o u v e n i r s . 

We found p l e n t y o f t h e s e , b u t c o u l d n o t t a k e a n y b u t t h e b e s t and s m a l l e s t , a s we w e r e 

Y 
•-/ a l r e a d y l o a d e d t o t h e l i m i t w i t h t h e t h i n g s we j u s t h a d t o h a v e each d a y . 

On a n o t h e r i n s t a n c e when t h e s a r g e n t had t o l d , me t o t h r o w a g renade i n t o a m a c h i n e 

gun n e s t , I h a d r h e u m a t i s m a n d d i d n ' t t h r o w i t f a r e n o u g h , o r e i t h e r i t b a c k - f i r e d . I t 

went o f f t o o q u i c k l y and t h e d i r t and r o c k s u r e l y d i d pound u s . The s a r g e n t y e l l e d , 

"Good God , man, c a n ' t y o u t h r o w a n y f a r t h e r t h a n t h a t ? " But i t b r o u g h t t h e Germans o u t 

j u s t t h e same . E a c h day was j u s t a r e p i t i t i o n o f t h e d a y b e f o r e , h i k i n g , c r a w l i n g , 

s e a r c h i n g f o r m a c h i n e gun n e s t s and r o u t i n g them o u t . I f i t h a d n o t been f o r t h e a l m o s t 

amus ing i n c i d e n t s t o b r e a k t h e m o n o t o n y , many f e l l o w s w o u l d have gone r a v i n g mad . T h e r e 

was a v e r y i n t e n s i v e d r i v e o n , w i t h o r d e r s t o a d v a n c e a s r a p i d l y a s we c o u l d , c l e a n o u t 

e v e r y t h i n g i n o u r w a y , a n d not g i v e a n y g r o u n d t h a t we t o o k . A c r o s s open f i e l d s , t h r o u g h 

woods a n d o v e r h i l l s we k e p t s t e a d i l y g o i n g . When n i g h t w o u l d come, we would, j u s t d i g 

i n w h e r e we s t o p p e d a s d a r k n e s s h i t u s and hope f o r s u p p l i e s o f f o o d and a m m u n i t i o n t o 

keep up w i t h u s . O f t e n i t was s e v e r a l days b e f o r e we had a n y t h i n g b u t t h e h a r d t a c k 

and c o r n w i l l y l e f t o v e r , w i t h o u t even a f r e s h s u p p l y o f t h i s . H o t f o o d o r c o f f e e was 

s o m e t h i n g I c o u l d remember I had had l o n g l o n g a g o . 

Once a s we w e r e a d v a n c i n g , we had. o r d e r s t o d r o p down so J e r r y w o u l d s h o o t o v e r u s . 

T h e r e w e r e a l o t o f l a r g e b l a c k b e r r i e s g r o w i n g a t t h i s p l a c e w h e r e we d r o p p e d . I was 

h u n g r y a n d g e t t i n g up o n my k n e e s , I p i c k e d and a t e some . Pop IPop .' Pop J went a m a c h ­

i n e g u n , b u t he d i d n ' t g e t me. I n a l i t t l e b i t , I t r i e d i t a g a i n . The s a r g e n t y e l l e d 

f o r me t o s t a y down . I was so h u n g r y t h a t I was w i l l i n g t o t a k e t h e c h a n c e o f g e t t i n g 



h i t a n d c r a w l e d a r o u n d t o t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e h u s h e s . I was s i t t i n g t h e r e e a t i n g t h e 

b l a c k b e r r i e s when t h e m a c h i n e g u n s p o t t e d me a g a i n and pop Ipop'.pop I i t s t a r t e d e v e r y 

few m i n u t e s . One o f t h e boys g o t a b u l l e t t h r o u g h the l e g j u s t b e f o r e t h e k n e e . The 

s a r g e n t t o l d me t h a t a s I was so e a g e r t o g e t s h o t a t t h a t I c o u l d t a k e t h e f e l l o w b a c k t o 

t h e f i r s t a i d s t a t i o n . So I p u t t h e f e l l o w ' s a r m a r o u n d my n e c k a n d h o l d i n g h i m a r o u n d , 

t h e w a i s t , we s t a r t e d a c r o s s a l i t t l e f i e l d t h a t had been f a r m e d and was c l e a r e d o f f . I 

s h o u l d judge i t was a b o u t 20 r o d s a c r o s s i t , and how the b u l l e t s d i d s i n g a s t h e y s a i l e d 

b y . But n e i t h e r o f u s g o t t o u c h e d . He was a b i g l o a d t h o u g h , t h r o u g h t h e s o f t mud. B u t 

I g o t h i m s a f e l y b a c k t o t h e f i r s t a i d . s t a t i o n and t h e n s t a r t e d o n t h e r e t u r n t r i p t o 

t h e o u t f i t . I p i c k e d b e r r i e s on t h e way and t o o k my t i m e . When I go t b a c k t o t h e p l a c e 

w h e r e t h e o u t f i t h a d b e e n , I c o u l d s e e n o r h e a r n o t h i n g , a n d I c o u l d n o t t e l l w h e r e 

t h e y had g o n e . I l o o k e d a r o u n d and w o n d e r e d what t o d o . F i n a l l y , f e a r o r l onesomeness 

t h i n k i n g o f m y s e l f b e i n g o u t t h e r e i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e woods a l o n e a n d a l i t t l e vague 

as t o d i r e c t i o n , seemed t o c r e e p o v e r me and I s t a r t e d a c r o s s t h e v a l l e y . A s I g o t t o 

t h e t o p o f a l i t t l e h i l l , I s t o p p e d and l i s t e n e d b u t c o u l d n ' t h e a r a s o u n d . The woods 

w e r e so t h i c k , i t was n e x t t o i m p o s s i b l e t o s e e v e r y f a r , b u t I go t a g l i m p s e a t l a s t 

o f some men g o i n g a c r o s s an open p l a c e . W i t h o u t w a i t i n g t o be s u r e t h a t t h e y w e r e p a r t 

o f my o u t f i t o r e v e n f r i e n d l y t r o o p s , I s t a r t e d a f t e r them o n a r u n . T h e r e was no g r a s s 

g r o w i n g u n d e r my f e e t u n t i l I c a u g h t up w i t h t h e m , a n d t h e y w e r e o f my own o u t f i t . They 

s u r e l y had c l e a n e d t h e Germans o u t m a k i n g t h i s a d v a n c e . I n e v e r saw a n y t h i n g b u t dead 

b o d i e s s c a t t e r e d a r o u n d . Maybe y o u t h i n k I w a s n ' t g l a d t o s e e t h e company a g a i n . ' The 

s a r g e n t a s k e d me how I made i t a n d I r e p o r t e d a l l OK. 

One m o r n i n g when we w e r e camped i n t h e t i m b e r a b o u t two days b a c k f r o m t h e f r o n t 

l i n e o n one o f t h o s e v e r y f ew r e l i e f s we g o t , t h e r e was a h u n g r y bunch o f men l i n e d 

up f o r chow. T h e r e w e r e a f ew c a n s a n d p a p e r s t h r o w n a r o u n d . We h a d h i k e d a b o u t h a l f 

a m i l e a n d j u s t a s we t h o u g h t we w e r e r e a d y t o b e s e r v e d , t h e s a r g e n t t o l d us t h a t t h e 

m a j o r s a i d we had t o go b a c k and c l e a n up a l l t h a t mess b e f o r e we a t e . I was f i r s t i n 

l i n e a n d was among t h e e i g h t men p i c k e d o u t t o do t h e w o r k . Bfcy 1 d i d I b l o w o f f ? and 

s t a r t e d c u r s i n g . He c a l l e d me by name and s a i d t h a t i f he h e a r d a n y more o f i t , t h a t 

h e ' d g i v e u s a l l t h e d e t a i l o f t h e company. Then he s a i d t h a t he w o u l d h o l d t h e o u t f i t 



u n t i l we got b a c k . So we d i d t h e w o r k , g o t o u r h a s h a n d I w a l k e d o v e r and s a t down by 

h i s s i d e . We w e r e a s good f r i e n d s a s e v e r . A f ew days l a t e r he c a l l e d f o r v o l u n t e e r s 

t o go back a f t e r c h u c k when we w e r e a d v a n c i n g a g a i n back i n t h e l i n e s . I jumped u p 

a n d he s a i d , " N o , J o h n , y o u a r e t o o n e a r a l l i n , b u t i t p a y s t o b e s q u a r e . " 

So b a c k i n t o t h e f i g h t i n g we w e n t , a d v a n c i n g r a p i d l y a l l t i m e , o n t h e l o o k - o u t f o r 

mach ine guns n e s t , s t e a d i l y g a i n i n g d a y by d a y . The Germans had h e l d t h i s t e r r i t o r y f o r 

so l o n g t h e y had d u g - o u t s f i x e d so y o u c o u l d n ' t s ee a n y t h i n g u n t i l t h e y w o u l d s t a r t 

s h o t t i n g , a n d by t h e t i m e we d u c k e d down, t h e r e was a l o t of. l e a d s a i l i n g a r o u n d . A s 

s o o n a s t h e y w o u l d c e a s e f i r i n g , we w o u l d c r a w l a r o u n d a n d t h r o w a few g r e n a d e s a t t h e 

p l a c e w h e r e we t h o u g h t t h e d u g - o u t was a n d how t h e y w o u l d come o u t . One d a y , we h a d 

f o u g h t a t o u g h b a t t l e , a n d t h e s a r g e n t l e f t one man t o w a t c h a wounded German a s we 

a d v a n c e d , lie h a d n ' t gone f a r u n t i l t h i s f e l l o w came r u n n i n g as f a s t a s he c o u l d a n d 

a l l o u t o f w i n d . He w o u l d n ' t s a y what h a d happened b u t I ' d be w i l l i n g t o b e t t h a t J e r r y 

t u r n e d o v e r and g r u n t e d , a n d t h i s o l d k i d j u s t q u i t t h e f l a t . 

T h e r e w e r e men f a l l i n g o u t and new ones coming i n a l l t h e t i m e as we d r o v e t h e G e r ­

mans f a r t h e r b a c k . I t w a s n ' t a n y e a s y go b y a l o n g s h o t , a n d a t n i g h t s t h e w h o l e o u t f i t 

w e r e m v i n g so s l o w l y , f r o m a d i s t a n c e t h e y h a r d l y l o o k e d a s i f t h e y w e r e m o v i n g a t a l l . 

T h e r e was o n l y one t i m e t h a t we r e t r e a t e d a n y . We h a d r u n i n t o a m a c h i n e g u n n e s t j u s t 

b e f o r e d a r k , and I ' l l t e l l t h e w o r l d t h e y s u r e made a l o t o f t h e b o y s d r o p , n e v e r t o 

g e t up a g a i n . A f t e r J e r r y c e a s e d f i r i n g , we moved b a c k a s h o r t ways a n d l e t t h e a r t i l l e r y 

t h i n them o u t . I t was a w f u l l y d a r k and c l o u d y t h a t n i g h t . I t was d a r k b e f o r e we dug i n 

f o r t h e n i g h t . I was p l a c e d . o n g u a r d . A s I was s t a n d i n g c l o s e b y a t r e e , t r y i n g t o p i e r c e 

t h e d a r k n e s s a n d d r i z z l i n g r a i n , I h e a r d a b u l l e t w h i n e and j e r k e d my g u n u p i n t o p o ­

s i t i o n f o r f i r i n g . A s I g r a b b e d h o l d o f t h e s t o c k , I r a n a s l i v e r i n my h a n d . And when 

d a y l i g h t came, t h e r e was a h o l e t h r o u g h t h e s t o c k o f my r i f l e . . Our a r t i l l e r y k e p t a t 

them h o t and h e a v y a l l n i g h t , and t h e n e x t day we w e r e a b l e t o a d v a n c e a g a i n w i t h t h e 

same o l d s p e e d and . more s a f e l y . 

A n o t h e r l i t t l e i n c i d e n t h a p p e n e d w h i l e I was o n g u a r d a t a l a t e r t i m e . The n i g h t 

was as d a r k a s p i t c h a n d v e r y s t i l l . I was i n a c r o u c h e d p o s i t i o n w i t h my r i f l e a t my 

s i d e . I c o u l d h e a r a n o i s e i n t h e b r u s h a n d 1 was t r y i n g t o see w h a t i t w a s . S t e a l t h i l y 
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i t came n e a r e r a n d n e a r e r t o m e . When I t h o u g h t t h e o b j e c t was c l o s e e n o u g h , I s p r a n g 

t o my f e e t r e a d y t o f i r e away a t t h e s p o t and umph, umph, umph, i n q u i c k s u c c e s s i o n 

came t h e g r u n t s o f a w i l d p i g a s i t s c o o t e d o f f t h r o u g h t h e f o r e s t . Y o u have h e a r d t h e 

e x p r e s s i o n o f p e o p l e ' s h e a r t s c o m i n g up i n t o t h e i r m o u t h s , w e l l , I h a d t o s w a l l o w m i n e 

s e v e r a l t i m e s b e f o r e i t w o u l d s t a y down . I f t h e w h o l e German a m y h a d s t e p p e d o u t i n 

f r o n t o f me, I w o u l d n ' t have b e e n n e a r l y so s c a r e d , because t h a t was a b o u t w h a t I was 

e x p e c t i n g , more o r l e s s ; a n y t h i n g b u t a w i l d p i g . 

E v e r y d a y and n i g h t b r o u g h t s o m e t h i n g u n l o o k e d f o r , b u t n o t w h a t we r u n i n t o on 

t h e d a t e o f O c t o b e r 2 n d , 1 9 1 8 . We h a d h a d o r d e r s t o a d v a n c e s t r a i g h t n o r t h , b u t o n t h i s 

d a y we r u n i n t o f i e r c e m a c h i n e gun f i r e i n t h i c k w o o d s . I t was t o o t h i c k f o r t h e a r ­

t i l l e r y e v e n t o do much g o o d , a n d t o t r y t o go s t r a i g h t t h r o u g h i t was s u r e s u i c i d e , so 

o u r commander who was M a j o r C h a r l e s Yf . W h i t t l e s a y , t u r n e d t h e o u t f i t t o w a r d s a h i l l o n 

o u r r i g h t . We made i t o v e r t h e t o p o f t h i s l i t t l e h i l l i n n i c e shape a n d as t h e enemy 

f i r e had been so i n t e n s e a n d a s i t was g e t t i n g d a r k f a s t , we w e r e commanded t o gl ig i n 

f o r t h e n i g h t , o n t h e down g r a d e o f t h e s l o p e a n d p r o t e c t e d more o r l e s s h e r e f r o m t h e 

a r t i l l e r y f i r e o f t h e G e r m a n s . E a r l y t h e n e x t m o r n i n g some more men s t u m b l e d o n t o u s , 

a n d we l e a r n e d t h a t t h e b a l a n c e o f t h e men, s u p p o r t i n g us o n t h e r i g h t had been c u t o f f . 

M a j o r W h i t t l e s e y s e n t man back t o g e t o r d e r s a n d . f ind o u t how t h e a d v a n c e was t o be made 

f o r t h e d a y , a n d t h e y q u i c k l y r e t u r n e d a d v i s i n g t h e y c o u l d n ' t g e t t h r o u g h . We knew t h e n 

t h a t we h a d b e e n e n t i r e l y c u t o f f f r o m a l l s u p p o r t a n d w e r e s u r r o u n d e d b y t h e G e r m a n s . 

There , were s o m e t h i n g o v e r f i v e h u n d r e d men f r o m v a r i o u s c o m p a n i e s i n t h i s l o t who w e r e 

c u t o f f i n w h a t i s now h i s t o r i c a l l y famous as " t h e p o c k e t " , a n d w h i c h men have become 

known a s t h e L o s t B a t t a l i o n . 

T h e r e w e r e a l e t o f German s o l d i e r s o n t h e h i l l i n f r o n t o f u s , a r o u n d w h i c h t h e r e 

was a r o a d n e a r t h e t o p . They seemed t o know t h a t wo w e r e s u r r o u n d e d a n d f e l t t h a t t h e y 

c o u l d h a n d l e u s w i t h m a c h i n e guns a n d p o t a t o masher bombs. I f we t r i e d t o make t h e o p e n 

space a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e h i l l s n i p e r s and m a c h i n e guns w o u l d have p i c k e d o f f e v e r y man 

a s s o o n a s he s t e p p e d i n t h e c l e a r . O u r men had n o t come u p f o r r e l i e f d u r i n g t h e n i g h t 

and we h a d p r a c t i c a l l y no e a t s a t a l l , j u s t a few cans o f c o r n w i l l y a n d h a r d t a c k a n d 

no w a t e r a t a l l . T h e r e was some i n t h e s m a l l s t r e a m a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e h i l l w h i c h 



we c o u l d n o t g e t t o a t a l l d u r i n g , t h e day t i m e , b u t w h i c h some o f t h e f e l l o w s d i d 

s u c c e e d i n r e a c h i n g a t n i g h t l a t e r o n . They w o u l d f i l l up a few c a n t e e n s a n d t h e n 

b e a t i t b a c k i n t o t h e b r u s h , p r o t e c t e d b y a l o t o f men h i d d e n b e h i n d t r e e s a t t h e 

edge o f t h e c l e a r i n g . 

We soon began t o s e a r c h t h e dead men f o r f o o d a n d a m m u n i t i o n . T h e r e w e r e a l o t 

o f men l y i n g j u s t o u t s i d e t h e woods i n t h e c l e a r s p a c e . Once I t r i e d i t o u t t h e r e t o 

s e a r c h f o r f o o d a n d a m m u n i t i o n b u t t h e b u l l e t s w e r e f l y i n g t oo t h i c k f o r me. I t 

seems t h e y were c o m i n g f r o m a l l s i d e s . The way I w e n t i n t o t h e b r u s h , I was s u r e 

b e h i n d m y s e l f . Y o u may l a u g h a t t h i s , b u t i f y o u h a d b e e n t h e r e , y o u w o u l d n ' t h a v e 

had t i m e t o l a u g h . The b u l l e t s w e r e c l o s e enough t o c l i p t h e l e a v e s o f f t h e t r e e s 

s.nd l o w b r u s h so t h a t t h e y w o u l d s t i n g t h e d e v i l o u t o f my f a c e . Y e t none o f t h e m 

h i t me. I w o n d e r e d t h e n , as I h a v e done m i l l i o n s o f t i m e s w h i l e f i g h t i n g i n F r a n c e , 

how i n t h e deuce I e v e r got t h r o u g h i t a l l w i t h o u t b e i n g h i t by a s i n g l e b u l l e t . I t 

seemed a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e . But o u r f o o d was a l m o s t e n t i r e l y gone a n d t h e men had t o 

have w a t e r . The Germans w e r e t r y i n g e v e r y way t o g e t a t u s , u s i n g p o t a t o m a s h e r s , 

m a c h i n e s guns and t r e n c h m o r t a r s i n b i t t e r a t t a c k s . B u t we had dug i n and t h e M a j o r 

was n o t g o i n g t o g i v e g r o u n d . They e v e n t r i e d s e n d i n g messages t o us a s k i n g t h a t we 

s u r r e n d e r , and s p e a k i n g commands i n E n g l i s h t o make o u r commanders t h i n k t h e r e w e r e 

A m e r i c a n s o l d i e r s c l o s e b y , b u t M a j o r W h i t t l e s e y s a i d h e ' d n e v e r g i v e i n . Messages 

had been s e n t o u t b y c a r r i e r p i d g e o n , a s k i n g f o r a i d a n d g i v i n g o u r l o c a t i o n , b u t 

i t seemed t h e y must a l l have b e e n k i l t e d f o r t h e s e c o n d d a y r o l l e d a r o u n d and t h e r e 

was no h e l p i n s i g h t . 

T h e r e were so many dead a r o u n d u s , t h a t t h e s m s l l was a l m o s t u n b e a r a b l e . Some 

s t a r t e d d i g g i n g g r a v e s f o r t h e s e men , a n d w h e n e v e r t h e y w o u l d s t a n d u p i n s i g h t , t h e 

Germans w o u l d - o p e n up on them i n f u l l b l a s t . On t h e h i l l b e h i n d t h e y had m a c h i n e guns 

and p l e n t y o f t h e m . T h e r e w e r e t w e n t y o f u s who t r i e d o u r l u c k t o g e t t h o s e J e r r y s , so 

we c o u l d g e t r h o u g h f o r good b u t no l u c k . S a r g e n t A n d e r s o n was i n c h a r g e . We h a d j u s t 

made i t up t h e h i l l t o t h e r o a d and were l i n i n g up when t h e m a c h i n e guns l e t l o o s e a n d 

how t h e l e a d d i d p o u r i n a t us f o r j u s t a m i n u t e . J u s t l o n g enough f o r us t o g e t o u t 

o f s i g h t . Those who c o u l d n ' t j u m p , r o l l e d o r w e r e d r u g o f f t h e r o a d . I jumped a n d when 



I h i t , I h i t r o l l i n g , me a n d t h e g u n a l l t h r o u g h t h e b r u s h . When I f i n a l l y came t o a 

s t o p , I was p r e t t y w e l l s c r a t c h e d up a n d my c l o t h e s w e r e t o r n a b o u t o f f . A g a i n I w a s n ' t 

h i t . T h e r e w e r e o n l y t h r e e o f t h e t w e n t y who e s c a p e d h o w e v e r . I remember t h a t S a r g e n t 

A n d e r s o n g o t a b u l l e t j u s t above b o t h e y e s . I t k n o c k e d h i m down b u t i t o n l y b u r n e d t h e 

s k i n i n a d a r k brown l i n e . He s u r e l y h a d a c l o s e c a l l . One o f t h e boys h a d a f i n g e r 

s h o t o f f a n d some w e r e d e a d . Many t r i e d t o s n e a k o u t b u t t h e y w o u l d j u s t h a v e t o come 

b a c k , i f t h e y c o u l d g e t b a c k . Many n e v e r d i d r e t u r n . Whenever we saw a p l a n e o v e r h e a d , 

we w o u l d t r y t o s i g n a l t o i t , w a v i n g w h i t e f l a g s , b u t t h e y e v i d e n t l y n e v e r d i d see u s . 

My buddy and I w e r e l y i n g i n o u r l i t t l e d u g - o u t o r f o x - h o l e , k e e p i n g w a t c h f o r t h e 

Germans coming i n b e h i n d u s . They w e r e h o l l e r i n g as t h e y w e r e p a s s i n g t h r o u g h a n o p e n 

s p a c e i n t h e t i m b e r . I t o l d h i m t h a t t h e n e x t t i m e one came o u t , I was g o i n g t o c u t 

l o o s e . We w e r e n ' t the o n l y ones who had t h e same i d e a . My gun b a r r e l g o t so h o t I 

c o u l d n ' t t o u c h i t w i t h my b a r e h a n d s . They d i d n ' t s c a r e us a s much a s t h e y t h o u g h t 

t h e y w o u l d . The men w e r e g e t t i n g w e a k e r a n d w e a k e r . Our a m m u n i a t i o n was a l m o s t g o n e . 

We had r o b b e d t h e dead men o f e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e way o f f o o d , w a t e r a n d a m m u n i t i o n . The 

s t i n k was a l m o s t u n b e a r a b l e . Many wounded men w o u l d a l m o s t r o t b e f o r e t h e y d i e d . They 

s u r e l y w e r e b r a v e t h o u g h , and k n o w i n g t h a t we d i d n ' t have f o o d n o r w a t e r t o g i v e t h e m , 

t h e y d i d n ' t a s k f o r much and d i d n ' t c o m p l a i n much e i t h e r f o r t h e i n t e n s e p a i n t h e y m u s t 

have b e e n i n . A t n i g h t s o m e t i m e s , we w o u l d be a b l e t o b u r y a f ew o f t?aem i n s h a l l o w 

g r a v e s o r j u s t t h r o w d i r t o v e r t h e m i n t h e i r d u g - o u t . 

R i g h t a f t e r noon on t h e t h i r d d a y , w i t h no a s s i s t a n c e i n s i g h t , a n d t h e M a j o r r e ­

f u s i n g t o g i v e up t o t h e many r u s e s u s e d by t h e Germans t o g e t h i m t o s u r r e n d e r , t h e r e 

came one o f t h e w o r s t b a r r a g e s I have e v e r s e e n . My buddy and I w e r e J j r i n g i n t h e same 

d u g - o u t l i s t e n i n g t o t h e s h e l l s come o v e r . We c o u l d t e l l a b o u t -where t h e y w e r e g o i n g 

t o h i t . H e w o u l d s a y , " H e r e i s one t h a t i s c oming c l o s e . " A n d i t d i d s t r i k e — t o o c l o s e 

f o r c o m f o r t . The d i r t was t h r o w n s k y h i g h a n d b o t h o£ u s w e r e n e a r l y b u r i e d . I o n l y h a d 

one hand o u t i n t h e o p e n . W i t h t h i s one f r e e h a n d , I r e a c h e d my s h o v e l a n d dug m y s e l f 

.and t h e n my buddy o u t . We had j u s t g o t o u r s e l v e s o u t when a n o t h e r s h e l l h i t c l o s e b y 

a n d we were b u r i e d a g a i n . The t h i r d t i m e was t o o much a n d we s t a r t e d l o o k i n g f o r a 

s a f e r p l a c e . A s I was w a l k i n g a r o u n d , I s t e p p e d on s o m e t h i n g t h a t w a s n ' t t o o s o l i d and, 



f e l t i t r o l l u n d e r my f e e t . I l o o k e d -down a n d t h e r e w e r e t h r e e men l y i n g o n t h e 

g r o u n d c o v e r e d up w i t h d i r t u n t i l y o u c o u l d n ' t see t h e m . They w e r e s t i l l a l i v e 

b u t s t u n n e d . I w o u l d n o t have known t h e y w e r e t h e r e i f I h a d n ' t s t e p p e d o n t h e l e g 

o f one o f t h e m . My buddy and I l a y e d f l a t on t h e g r o u n d t o keep t h e f l y i n g s h r a p n e l 

f r o m t h e s h e l l s f r o m h i t t i n g u s . T h i s s h r a p n e l w o u l d make a n u g l y wound a n d was a 

l o t w o r s e t h a n mach ine gun b u l l e t s , many o f w h i c h w o u l d go r i g h t t h r o u g h a man a n d 

l e a v e a c l e a n h o l e . N e i t h e r my b u d d y o r I got a s c r a t c h b u t t h e r e was a l o t o f s h r a p n e l 

t h a t came a w f u l c l o s e , so c l o s e t h a t : " w e c o u l d j u s t a b o u t f e e l i t -whiz b y . B u t a m i s s 

i s a s good a s a m i l e . 

Soon we r e a l i z e d t h a t I t was o u r own a r t i l l e r y t h a t was bombing u s . I c e r t a i n l y 

w o u l d have h a t e d t o be a German a n d h a v e t o t a k e b a r r a g e s l i k e t h i s one v e r y o f t e n . 

T h a t a r t i l l e r y f i r e t h a t a f t e r n o o n was- t h e w o r s t a t t a c k o f t h e w h o l e s i e g e . M a j o r 

T f h i t t l e s e y r e l e a s e d t h e l a s t c a r r i e r p i d g e o n a l o n g a b o u t t h e m i d d l e o f t h e a f t e r n o o n 

a n d when t h a t p i d g e o n t o o k o f f , I t c a r r i e d a p r a y e r f r o m e v e r y man t h e r e . I t seemed 

t h e a b s o l u t e l a s t hope o f a n y r e l i e f . F o o d was a l l g o n e . Some l i t t l e l a t e r , t h e f i r i n g 

f r o m t h e a r t i l l e r y s t o p p e d and we a l l h a d hope t h a t o u r message h a d g o t t e n t h r o u g h . 

But o u r hopes w e r e a g a i n s h a t t e r e d t h e n e x t day when t h e f i r i n g s t a r t e d a l l o v e r 

a g a i n . But t h e s h e l l s w e r e n o t l a n d i n g on u s t h i s t i m e , b u t on t h e h i l l a h e a d . The 

s h e l l s were g o i n g o v e r u s , s o o u r a r t i l l e r y must have r e c e i v e d some k i n d o f message 

a n d w e r e g e t t i n g b e t t e r r a n g e . We h a d s e e n p l a n e s f l y i n g o v e r , b u t t h e y m i s s e d t h e i r 

b e a r i n g , and we c o u l d see b u n d l e s o r s o m e t h i n g b e i n g t o s s e d o u t . We l a t e r f o u n d t h a t 

was we b e l i e v e d a t t h e t i m e was t r u e , t h a t t h e s e p l a n e s h a d been e n d e a v o r i n g t o b a i l 

o u t f o o d f o r u s , b u t t h e y w e r e m i s s i n g f i r e . How t h a t d i d a n g e r u s , h a v i n g t o t h i n k 

o f t h o s e Germans g e t t i n g good f o o d i n t e n d e d "for u s . B u t t h e m a j o r w o u l d n ' t g i v e i n . 

I t was d a n g e r o u s f o r us t o s t i c k our heads up even a l i t t l e d u r i n g t h e day t i m e . 

The Germans s u r e h a d s h a r p e y e s . Once when my buddy a n d I w e r e l y i n g i n a f o x - h o l e , 

he p u t h i s h a t on t h e end o f h i s gun a n d r a i s e d i t . I m m e d i a t e l y t h e German m a c h i n e 

guns s t a r t e d p o p p i n g a m y a t i t . I dug t h r e e b u l l e t s o u t o f t h e b a n k * He s a i d , " T h e 

sons o f a g u n h a v e s u r e g o t us s p o t t e d . " I r e p l i e d , Y e s , a n d y o u h a d b e t t e r l i e s t i l l . 

T h a t was even t o o c l o s e f o r m e . " I n t h e day t i m e , we c o u l d o n l y t r y t o l i e s t i l l , no 



m a t t e r -what we w a n t e d t o do o r how we c r a m p e d . The m i n u t e we w o u l d move a r o u n d , t h e y 

w o u l d p o u r t h e b u l l e t s i n o n u s . We h a d t o do w h a t l i t t l e s t i r r i n g a r o u n d t h a t was 

a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y d u r i n g t h e d a r k o f t h e n i g h t , a n d v e r y l i t t l e o f t h a t e v e n . A t 

t i m e s , t h e y w o u l d s t a r t c l o s i n g i n on u s . Then we w o u l d s p r e a d t o t h e t o p a n d b o t t o m 

o f t h e h i l l a n d l a y o r s i t s t i l l u n t i l one o f them moved . A n d t h e n we had t o g e t h i m 

q u i c k b e f o r e he go t y o u . 

When t h e y s t o p p e d so we c o u l d g e t o u t a l i t t l e , s u c h a mess y o u n e v e r d i d s e e . 

Some o f o u r men w e r e d e a d , o t h e r d y i n g a n d m o a n i n g f o r h e l p . Some w e r e a l r e a d y b u r i e d 

a n d o t h e r s j u s t i n p i e c e s . You,,may t h i n k i t i s a n e a s y j o b t o w r i t s a b o u t i t . a l l , b u t 

I w r i t e a w h i l e a n d my eyes g e t so f i l l e d w i t h t e a r s a t t h e memory o f i t a l l t h a t I 

j u s t have t o q u i t . Then s o m e t h i n g b i g comes up i n my t h r o a t a n d chokes me. I t r y t o 

l i e down and r e s t b u t I c a n ' t r e s t n o r s l e e p . I f , a f t e r e x h a u s t i o n , I do s l e e p i t i s 

o n l y t o l i v e i t a l l o v e r a g a i n i n d r e a m s , s e e m i n g l y more r e a l t h a n when I ' m a w a k e . Now 

a f t e r more t h a n t w e n t y y e a r s , t h e memory c a r r i e s a n i n d e l i b l e c o p y o f t h o s e m i s e r a b l e 

days i n t h e p o c k e t , t h a t w i l l be n e v e r b l o t t e d by good t i m e s o r o t h e r t r o u b l e s 1 may 

h a v e . 

The most t e r r i b l e t h i n g o f i t a l l , i t seems t o me, was t h e f a c t t h a t we c o u l d do 

n e x t t o n o t h i n g f o r t h e w o u n d e d . We h a d no f i r s t a i d t o t a k e c a r e o f t h e m . What l i t t l e 

s u p p l i e s e a c h o f us h a d c a r r i e d , had l o n g s i n c e b e e n u s e d , even s h i r t s , s o c k s and u n d e r ­

w e a r had b e e n t o r n i n t o r a g s f o r b a n d a g e s . E v e r y b o d y l i v i n g was l i k e a l i v i n g s c a r e c r o w . 

I t d i d n ' t seem so t e r r i b l e t h e n , a s I t was a s i g h t t h a t was b e f o r e o u r eyes e v e r y m i n ­

u t e o f t h e d a y and t o e a c h o f us i t seemed so e v i d e n t t h a t i t w o u l d o n l y be a s h o r t t i m e 

u n t i l we w o u l d t a k e o u r p l a c e a l o n g s i d e o f t h e m , t h a t we became r e c o n c i l e d t o i t . B u t 

now, i t seems most t e r r i b l e and i n h u m a n , I c a n o n l y w o n d e r why I n e v e r was host b y a 

b u l l e t n o r s h r a p n e l o r s t a r v e t o d e a t h r i g h t t h e r e . I g u e s s i t was j u s t be cause J e r r y 

d i d n ' t have my n u m b e r . 

T h a t n i g h t t h e m a j o r s e n t two v o l u n t e e r s b a c k t o see i f t h e y c o u l d g e t t h r o u g h 

now. I n a s h o r t t i m e one came b a c k , a n d was so b a d l y s h o t he j u s t made i t . The o t h e r 

n e v e r r e t u r n e d and I n e v e r l e a r n e d w h e t h e r he g o t t h r o u g h o r was k i l l e d . The b a r r a g e 

k e p t up a g a i n a l l d a y , a n d t h e n e x t , w h i c h was t h e s i x t h d a y i n t h e p o c k e t , M a j o r 



W h i t t l e s e y w a n t e d some o f us t o t r y a g a i n b y w o r k i n g o u r way a l o n g t h e r o a d . He w e n t 

a l o n g h i m s e l f . What f ew o f us who were a b l e t o n a v i g a t e a t a l l went w i t h h i m , a l t h o u g h 

o u r b a c k - b o n e s a n d o u t s tomachs w e r e r u b b i n g . I was so weak I c o u l d h a r d l y ma?£e i t a n d 

t h e h i l l was p r e t t y s t e e p . The m a j o r p a s s e d me a n d s a i d , "Come o n , J a c k , t h i s may be 

o u r l a s t b a t t l e . " I l o o k e d up a t h i m a n d s a i d , " I ' m a game s o n o f a " , When we 

g o t up t o t h e r o a d , we s a t on t h e edge o f t h e b a n k , s c o u t i n g t h e woods a c r o s s a n d 

a b o v e t h e r o a d . I d i d n ' t know i t a t t h e t i m e , b u t M a j o r W h i t t l e s e y was s i t t i n g b e h i n d 

me a b o u t t h r e e f e e t . I saw a German r u n n i n g c r o u c h e d o v e r , and w h e e l i n g a r o u n d w i t h 

my r i f l e , f i s e d a t h i m . When I h a d f a r e d t h e end o f t h e b a r r e l was v e r y c l o s e t o t h e 

- m a j o r ' s s h o u l d e r a n d he a l m o s t s h o u t e d , "What t h e h i s coming o f f ? " I j u s t p o i n t e d 

t o t h e German who was t h e n r o l l i n g o v e r t h e b a n k a n d h e s a i d , " G o o d w o r k , b o y . " T h i s 

l i t t l e c o m p l i m e n t f r o m t h e m a j o r w i l l a l w a y s be r e m e m b e r e d . 

We c o u l d n ' t make i t t h r o u g h a n d w o r k e d o u r w a y b a c k down i n t o t h e p o c k e t w h e r e 

t h e o t h e r s w e r e . But s h o r t l y a f t e r d a r k , f o l l o w i n g t e r r i b l e f i g h t i n g and s h o o t i n g t o 

t h e r e a r o f us t h a t d i d n ' t l e t up ev9n when d a r k came, a b u n c h o f o u r ovm b o y s b r o k e 

t h r o u g h . They s a i d t h e y h a d as h a r d a b a t t l e as a n y t h e y h a d e v e r b e e n i n t o t o b r e a k 

t h r o u g h a n d t h a t t h e y c o u l d s m e l l us a l o n g way o f f . I d o n ' t t h i n k I ' l l e v e r be as 

g l a d t o s e e anyone a s I was t h a t b u n c h o f men. I t w a s n ' t s a f e y e t f o r us t o t r y t o go 

b a c k d u r i n g t h e n i g h t , so we s e t t l e d down w i t h h a p p y h e a r t s a n d t h o u g h t s o f w h a t t h e 

n e x t day w o u l d b r i n g t o spend t h e l a s t n i g h t i n t h a t h e l l h o l e p o c k e t . 

E a r l y n e x t m o r n i n g more men a r r i v e d a n d t h e M a j o r was r i g h t down among h i s men, 

d o i n g a n y t h i n g he c o u l d f o r t h e m , l o r e w i t h f a t i g u e a n d h u n g e r , a h a p p y b u n c h s t a r t e d 

t h e h i k e b a c k t o t h e r e a r f o r a l i t t l e r e s t a n d f o o d . I t was q u i t e a h i k e b a c k t o t h e 

p l a c e w h e r e we c o u l d g e t f o o d , b u t we d i d n ' t m i n d i t . I c a n w e l l remember t h e f i r s t 

t h i n g I h a d t o e a t was a b i g w h i t e o n i o n , and b o y , d i d I b i t e i n t o i t . N e x t I had 

some r e d m o l a s s e s a n d b r e a d . T h e r e w e r e p r u n e s , t o m a t o e s , s p u d s , r i c e a n d c o f f e e , a 

b a n q u e t I f I e v e r l o o k e d a t o n e . I w o u l d ea t a f ew b i t e s o r r a t h e r g o b b l e i t down, 

t h e n I w o u l d have t o r u n a s i d e and I ' d v o m i t i t a l l u p . I ' d go b a c k a n d e a t some m o r e , 

t h e n l o s e i t . T h i s was t h e way I t r i e d t o e a t s u p p e r , w i t h d a r n e d l i t t l e s t a y i n g down. 

T h a t n i g h t we d i d have so c a l l e d b e d d i n g , a n d b o y , t h e n i c e s t p a r t o f i t a l l was t o 
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be i n o u t o f t h e r a i n . Many a t i m e t h e w a t e r w o u l d drown us o u t o f o u r d u g - o u t o r f o x ­

h o l e when c a u g h t i n t h e p o c k e t a n d I w o u l d t r y t o s l e e p l e a n i n g a g a i n s t a t r e e . B u t 

t h e n I ' d c a t c h m y s e l f f a l l i n g o v e r . A n o l d b u i l d i n g was o u t s h e l t e r t h a t n i g h t and I ' l l 

b e t I made f o r t y t r i p s t o the bushes w i t h b o t h ends o p e r a t i n g . 

N e x t m o r n i n g , t h e s u n was s h i n i n g , a n d b o y , d i d we f e e l w o n d e r f u l f «e t r i e d t o 

s h a v e b u t h a d o n l y c o l d w a t e r and w i t h t h r e e weeks w h i s k e r s o n . b e s i d e s o l s n t v o f 

c l a y t h a t h a d massed o n o u r f a c e s , You c a n i m a g i n e what a g o n y we went t h r o u g h w i t h 

t r y i n g t o s c r a p e a l l t h i s o f f w i t h a s a f e t y r a z o r . Some o f t h e y e l l s w e r e l i k e t h e 

c o y o t t e s b a c k i n D a k o t a . We g o t a c l e a n b a t h a n d c l e a n c l o t h e s . How w e l l I remember 

t h e f i r s t b a t h a f t e r my f i r s t f e w weeks i n t h e l i n e . When I removed my c l o t h e s , t h e * 

g r o u n d was a l l w h i t e f o r s e v e r a l f e e t a l l a r o u n d me f r o m t h e s c a l e s c o m i n g o f f a f t e r 

g e t t i n g w e l l o f t h e m e a s l e s . Our u n d e r c l o t h e s w e r e as s t i f f f r o m d i r t a s i f t h e y h a d 

been s t a r c h e d , ^ o s t o f t h e f e l l o w s w e r e k e p t b u s y f o r some t i m e p i c k i n g t h e c o o t i e s 

o f f t h e i r c l o t h e s , b u t a s I had a l i t t l e e n v e l o p e I n rny s h i r t p o c k e t f i l l e d w i t h 

s y p a z i l l a , I d i d n ' t h a v e many c o o t i e s , 

How we w e r e o u t o f t h e f i g h t i n g f o r a w h i l e , a t l e a s t . We w e r e t o l d t h a t ws w e r e 

g o i n g way b a c k b e h i n d t h e l i n e s f o r t h e l o n g d e s e r v e d r e s t , a n d t h a t t h e end o f t h e 

was was n o t v e r y f a r o f f , t h a t a n a r m i t i c e h a d been t a l k e d be tweenthe Germans a n d t h e 

A l l i e s , so we were a l l i n the b e s t o f s p i r i t s , l e s p e n t most o f t h e day l y i n g a r o u n d 

and r e s t i n g . I t i s w o n d e r f u l how a r e s t f e e l s a f t e r s u c h a s t r e n u o u s t i m e as t h e l a s t 

week had l e f t u s . We h a d no a m b i t i o n t o do a n y t h i n g e l s e . A t t h e t i m e , I t a l l seemed 

l i k e a n o t h e r b i g b a t t l e t h a t we had p u l l e d t h r o u g h . 

The n e x t m o r n i n g a t f o u r o ' c l o c k , we w e r e o r d e r e d t o r o l l o u r p a c k s f o r what we 

t h o u g h t was t h e h i k e b a c k t c t h e r e s t camp. We h i k e d f o u r days b u t d i d n ' t m i n d , t h o u g h 

i t seemed t o me we were h e a d e d i n t h e wrong d i r e c t i o n , y e t I was a l w a y s t u r n e d a r o u n d 

w h i l e f i g h t i n g , somet imes g o i n g one way a n d somet imes t h e o t h e r . The l i t t l e s t a y - o v e r 

o f one d a y had p u t us i n good s p i r i t s a g a i n . B u t we were h i k e d r i g h t h a c k i n t o t h e 

f r o n t l i n e s a g a i n , a n d h e r e we f o u n d some, r e a l f i g h t i n g . A n i n t e n s i v e d r i v e s t a r t e d as 

we r e a c h e d t h e l i n e s a n d l a s t e d f o u r d a y s . T h i s t i m e , i t was s l o w g o i n g — - t h e a r t i l l e r y 



w o u l d b l a s t away a l l d u r i n g t h e n i g h t a n d w i t h t h e f i r s t s p e c k o f dawn, o v e r t h e t o p 

we w o u l d go t o t r y t o t a k e t h e p o s i t i o n bombarded by t h e s h e l l s . I n s t e a d o f g o i n g 

m i l e s and m i l e s e a c h d a y as b e f o r e , we w e r e j u s t g a i n i n g g r o u n d g r a d u a l l y , m o s t l y 

f r o m t r e n c h t o t r e n c h . F i n a l l y we r e a c h e d a r i v e r w h i c h we had d r i v e n t h e Germans b a c k 

t o i n a v e r y f i e r c e a t t a c k . T h a t n i g h t t h e a r t i l l e r y f a i r l y b l e w t h e Germans a n d t h e 

r i v e r b r i d g e o u t o f e x i s t e n c e . The n e x t m o r n i n g what was l e f t o f t h e Ger.rnans on o u r 

s i d e o f t h e r i v e r w e r e d r i v e n r i g h t i n t o i t . Those who -were n o t s h o t o r d i d n o t jump 

i n t o t h e r i v e r were t a k e n p r i s o n e r and we t o o k a l o t o f t h e m . 

So h e r e we camped , m a k i n g r e a d y t o c r o s s t h e r i v e r and c o n t i n u e t h e d r i v e f a r t h e r 

o n a n d f e l l b a c k o v e r a s m a l l h i l l , w h i c h o f f e r e d p r o t e c t i o n o v e r t h e n i g h t . I was s o 

dead t i r e d a n d s l e e p y t h a t t h e b i g s h e l l s d i d n ' t b o t h e r me t h a t n i g h t a t a l l u n t i l 

v e r y e a r l y i n t h e m o r n i n g one woke me t h a t had l a n d e d c l o s e b y . I t waked me b u t I 

d ropped o f f t o s l e e p a g a i n . My buddy and I w e r e s l e e p i n g i n t h e pup t e n t w h i c h we 

s h a r e d . Soon I f e l t a n a w f u l b u r n i n g i n my t h r o a t and c h e s t . When I t r i e d t o open 

my e y e s , t h e p a i n was t e r r i b l e . I r e a l i z e d t h e l a s t s h e l l h a d been a m u s t a r d gas s h e l l . 

Q u i c k l y I p u t on my gas mask as I k i c k e d icy buddy to awaken h i m . W 8 w a l k e d a l o n g i n t h e 

d a r k n e s s , k i c k i n g o t h e r s a n d w a k i n g t h e m . I had g o t t e n t o o m u c h . H was damp a n d t h e 

gas. hung c l o s e t o t h e g r o u n d l i k e a d e n s e f o g . I was t a k e n back t o t h e k i t c h e n and g i v e n 

l o t s o f h o t c a k e s a n d j a m , b u t I c o u l d e a t o n l y 8. few b i t e s . I want t o t e l l y o u t h a t 

m u s t a r d gas i s h o t s t u f f . I s t a y e d i n t h e k i t c h e n a l l day u n t i l a b o u t 4 o ' c l o c k i n t h e 

a f t e r n o o n . They w a n t e d t o h u s t l e me o f f t o t h e a m b u l a n c e e a r l y t h a t d a y b u t I f e l t t h a t 

I ' d be OK a f t e r a w h i l e a n d w o u l d n ' t g o . F i n a l l y I had. t o g i v e i n . I TO so b a d l y b u r n e d 

I c o u l d n ' t s ee and c o u l d h a r d l y w a l k , so t h e y l e a d me s l o w l y t o t h e a m b u l a n c e . I f e l t 

as l i r i w e r e on f i r e a l l i n s i d e a n d a l l o u t s i d e t o o f o r t h a t m a t t e r , i n t h e a m b u l a n c e , 

we r o d e a b o u t f o u r h o u r s u n t i l we r e a c h e d a h o s p i t a l o r l a r g e f i r s t a i d s t a t i o n . A t 

was j u s t a l a r g e t o n t . x h e y t o o k my c l o t h e s o f f and t h a t n i g h t a l l t h e money I h a d went 

a l s o . I was p u t t i n g i n most o f my t i m e f i g h t i n g w i t h t h e bad p a n and a s I c o u l d n ' t open 

my e y e s , I made good p i c k i n g s . I was i n t h i s p l a c e f o r two d a y s , t h e n t a k e n o n a h o s p i ­

t a l t r a i n n e a r B o r d e a u x . I t was a modern A m e r i c a n H o s p i t a l c a r a n d h e r e we feegan t o 

g e t some r e a l a t t e n t i o n . When i n New S c r k , j u s t b e f o r e s a i l i n g , I we ighed . 185f and t h e 



H o r n i n g I got- t o t h e base h o s p i t a l , I w e i g h e d 135#. The U e r m a n s d i d n ' t g e t a l l o f me 

b u t 5C# c e r t a i n l y went somewhere . A f t e r l a n d i n g h e r e i n t h e b a s e h o s p i t a l , I g o t t h e 

f l u on t o p o f ' t h e m u s t a r d g a s , p o s s i b l y due t o t h e weak c o n d i t i o n o f my l u n g s , and 

f r o m t h a t pneumonia d e v e l o p e d . I n e v e r g o t t o open my eyes u n t i l 1 had b e e n t h e r e f o r 

f i v e days a n d I guess. I was l u c k y t o e v e r open them a g a i n . E v e r y s i n c e t h a t t i m e , 1 

h a v e been w e a k , a n d u n a b l e t o go f o r a n y l e n g t h o f t i m e a t a n y t h i n g . I c a n o n l y r e a d 

f o r a few m i n u t e s a t t h e t i m e . They d i d n ' t w e i g h me a n y more a t t h e h o s p i t a l , but I 

know t h a t I c o n t i n u e d t o l o s s w e i g h t . I h a d been t h e r e f o r f o u r weeks a n d was s e e m i n g l y 

g e t t i n g no b e t t e r . One d a y , when a b l e t o b a r e l y make i t a c r o s s t h e r o o m , I r e a c h e d a 

b o t t l e o f c a s t o r o i l , and t o o k a d o u b l e d o s e . A b o u t e i g h t o ' c l o c k t h a t n i g h t , I r e a l l y 

g o t s i c k , b e l i e v e me. My f e v o r was way o v e r a h u n d r e d and f o r a b o u t a n h o u r o r t w o , t h e 

bed p a n a n d I h a d q u i t s a r a s s l s . •'•he d o c t o r came a n d gave me a s h o t i n t h e arm t h a t 

p u t me o u t , b u t he n e v e r c o u l d t e l l j u s t w h a t was t h e m a t t e r w i t h me. I n t h e m o r n i n g , " 

I f e l t b e t t e r a n d after .TO.rds b e g a n t o g a i n some. My t h r o a t was s o r e f r o m the gas a n d 

f r o m c o u g h i n g a n d I ' d s p i t b l o o d most o f t h e t i m e , and s t i l l do e v e r y t i m e 1 g e t a fed 

c o l d . I t seems i m p o s s i b l e t o g e t t h e gas o u t oS my b r o n i c a l t u b e s . 

I n a s h o r t t i m e I was a b l e t o g e t o u t , b u t I d i d n ' t dare g e t o u t i n a w i n d a s I was 

so f r a i l I t h o u g h t I m i g h t be b l o w n a w a y , I w;..s n o t h i n g b u t s k i n and b o n e s , But when 

my a p p e t i t e d i d come b a c k , i t was h a r d t o t e l l I f i t was me o r a hog e a t i n g , 1 w a n t e d 

t o e a t e v e r y t h i n g and. a l l t h e t i m e . I s u r e l y b e g a n t o p u t on t h e f a t . I c r a v e d sweets 

o f e v e r y k i n d . I s o l d my w a t c h and go t me a can o f r i c h c h o c o l a t e s . I a t e a b o u t h a l f 

o f t h e can r i g h t down. T h e y t a s t e d l o t s b e t t e r t h e n t h a n t h e y d i d l a t ^ r coming b a c k 

u p . The l a s t h a l f o f the box l a s t e d ms a l o n g t i v c : , I had l e a r n e d my l e s s o n . My s tomach 

was o n t h e bum a l s o w h i c h became a p e r m a n e n t s o u r c e o f t r o u b l e f o r me. The A r m i s t i c e h a d 

b e e n s i g n e d w h i l e I was so v e r y s i c k , b u t b e i n t so s i c k , I d i d n ' t c a r , , so t h e r e w a s n ' t 

a n y c e l e b r a t i o n f o r me. I was t o l d t h e t o w n s u r e l y went w i l d t h a t d a y and n i g h t . I c a n 

remember t h e n o i s e and g e n e r a l good f e e l i n g s a r o u n d t h e h o s p i t a l . I t was j u s t i n t h e a i r . 

A s s o o n as I go t a b l e t o be up and a r o u n d f o r s e v e r a l h o u r s , I w a n t e d to go i n t o 

t o w n b u t c o u l d n ' t g e t a p a s s . One o f t h e o r d e r l i e s h a d a p a s s " a n d t o l d me I c o u l d u s e 

i f p r o v i d e d I w o u l d n ' t g e t t o o d r u n k . I made i t OK a n d no one a s k e d me f o r ray p a s s . One 
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d§ty t h e o r d e r l y and I b o t h m a t e d to go t o t o w n h a t I d i d n ' t h a v e a p a s s . When I 

cams t o . t h e g u a r d a t the b r i d g e , I -walked up t o h i m and b e g a n t a l k i n g j u s t as I had 

a l w a y s d o n e . When I s t a r t e d t o w a l k o n he t o l d me n o t t o t r y t o d r i n k i t a l l i n one 

n i g h t . And f r o m t h e n o n , I n e v e r h a d a p a s s and w a s n't e v e r b o t h e r e d . S i n c e t h e A r ­

m i s t i c e was s i g n e d e v e r y b o d y a n d e v e r y t h i n g was mors l e n i e n t . E v e n t h e F r e n c h p e o p l e 

I n the t own w e r e more j o l l y a n d f r i e n d l y , e s p e c i a l l y t o t h e A m e r i c a n s o l d i e r s . 

Sometimes i n t h e e v e n i n g s a few o f us w o u l d t a k e a w a l k o u t i n t h e c o u n t r y , p i c k 

some g r a p e s and l o u n g e o r roam a r o u n d . We w o u l d sometimes d i g some spuds a n d a f t e r 

b u y i n g a l i t t l e b u t t e r , w o u l d f r y t h e s p u d s . I t was a f e a s t , j u s t as we d i d ' w h e n we 

w e r e k i d s . Then w e ' d go o n t o s e e o u r m a d e m o i s s e l l e . I n a f i e l d one d a y , I n o t i c e d 

a F r e n c h f a r m e r p l o w i n g w i t h f o u r h o r s e s h i t c h e d t o a p l o w a n d a l l Strang o u t one 

after t h e o t h e r , w i t h a k i d r i d i n g t h e l e a d h o r s e . 1 have d r i v e n e i g h t head o f h o r s e s 

many t i m e s b u t no one e v e r h a d t o r i d e t h e l e a d h o r s e . They u s e d one h o r s e to a two 

w h e e l c a r t for most of t h e i r h a u l i n g i n s t e a d o f a wagon a n d t e a m l i k e I n t h i s c o u n t r y 

A n o l d m u l s h i t c h e d t o a l o a d OE! wood on one of t h e s e c a r t s was s t a n d i n g i n f r o n t o f 

a s t o r e i n town a t one t i m e whan we w e r e on leave a n d I w a l k e d o v e r c l o s e by h i m and 

s o f t l y y e l l e d , " Y e a , l a . " ( T h a t i s what t h e y s a y t o s t a r t t h e teams ) H a l H a l and d i d 

I start h im? The F r e n c h m e n c l o p p e d o u t o f the s t o r e i n h i s wooden shoes and s t a r t e d 

t h e r a c e a f t e r h i m . We had s h i n n i e d b e t w e e n t h e b u i l d i n g s t o w a t c h t h e r a c e , b u t t h e 

F r e n c h m a n f i n a l l y c a u g h t h i m a n d from, way down t h e s t r e e t we c o u l d h e a r h i m r a i s i n g 

O l d Wed i n t h e F r e n c h l a n g u a g e . The F r e n c h ways o f d o i n g t h i n g s a r e so much d i f f e r e n t 

f r o m o u r ways and c u s t o m s . 

Once when we w e r e g o i n g down t h e s t r e e t s o f B o r d e a u x , we met a c o u p l e o f j a n e s . 

As t h e y came p a s t u s , I bumped one of them on t h e e l b o w . They b o t h s t o p p e d a n d 

• s t a r t e d j a b b e r i n g away a t me. They were b o t h d r u n k and we d e c i d e d t o l e a v e t h e m a l o n e 

B u t as we s t a r t e d a w a y , one o f t h e m gave me a p u s h i n t h e c h e s t and o f f t h e s i d e w a l k 

I w e n t , n e a r l y l a n d i n g on t h e seat o f my p a n t s . F u r t h e r up t h e s t r e e t , wo n o t i c e d a 

f i n e l o o k i n g y o u n g widow, l o o k i n g o u t a w i n d o w . I w e n t t o t h e w i n d o w and s t a r t e d a 

c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h h e r and just as I l o o k e d a r o u n d , I saw a n i l . P . ( M i l i t a r y P o l i c e ) 

c o m i n g so 1 h a d t o b e a t i t . I r e t u r n e d l a t e r i s t h e r e a s o n I know s h e was a w i d o w . 
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T h e r e w e r e a l w a y s a l o t o f t h i n g s h a p p e n i n g t o t a k e t h e j o y o u t o f l i f e a s w e l l 

a s t o make t h i n g s p l e a n a n t . One m o r n i n g a b o u t f i f t e e n o f us w e r e c a l l e d o u t a n d 

l i n e d u p . We d i d n ' t know what was coming o f f b u t soon f o u n d o u t . They t o o k us o u t 

w i t h p i c k s and s h o v e l s o n t h e s t r e e t and w e r e t o l d t o g e t t o w o r k . We g o t o u r h e a d s 

t o - g e t h e r and a l l s a t down on t h e j o b . The s a r g e n t was w i t h u s . He s e n t t h e C o r p o r a l 

t o t e l l the o f f i c e r s we had s t r u c k , a s we h a d n ' t h a d a p a y s i n c e i n A u g u s t . The 

o f f i c e r s came o v e r a n d t h e y r a v e d a n d r a v e d a r o u n d f o r a w h i l e . Yttien t h e y go t done w i t h 

t h e i r s p e e c h , o u r l e a d e r got up and t o l d t h e m we were w i l l i n g t o work b u t n o t w i t h o u t 

p a y . So t h e y t o l d us t o w o r k u n t i l e v e n i n g a n d t h a t t h e y w o u l d t r y t o g e t o u r p a y . B u t 

t h e y d i d n ' t have a n y s u c c e s s a n d we d i d n ' t w o r k a n y m o r e . I was t h e r e i n t h e h o s p i t a l 

a t B o r d e a u x u n t i l somet ime i n December 1 9 1 8 . 

D u r i n g December , I " s u r e l y g o t f a t , g a i n i n g b a c k t o 135# , t h e same as when I l e f t 

Camp M i l l s i n New Y o r k . On C h r i s t i n a s day I was on t h e b o a t h e a d e d b a c k t o t h e g o o d 

o l d U S A . A n d was I s i c k i I s u r e l y f e d t h e f i s h e s . My s t o m a c h was t h e n and s t i l l i s 

i n a n a w f u l s h a p e . E v e r y t i m e t h e s h i p w o u l d r i d e o v e r a b i g w a v e , i t w o u l d seem 

t h e r e was a n a w f u l p r e s s u r e o n my b a c k and t h e n when t h e s h i p w o u l d - d i p down, 0 B o y I 

I e x p e c t e d e v e r y t h i n g t o come u p b u t t h e moon. But j u s t t h e same, s i c k o r n o t s i c k , 

i n j u r e d , o r n o , maybe w i t h p i e c e s l e f t i n F r a n c e , e v e r y f e l l o w was g l a d t o see t h a t 

o l d S t a t u e o f L i b e r t y . A n d t h o u g h t i m e h a d b r o u g h t a n end t o t h e t e r r i b l e days i n - t h e -

p o c k e t , h i s t o r y w i l l e v e r have a r e c o r d o f t h e d e a t h , s u f f e r i n g , g a l l a n t r y a n d 

deeds o f f i v e days o f l i v i n g p e r g u t o r y . 
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Name: Ralph Edmund John 
Army #: 3,140,524 
Registrant: yes, Slope county 
Birth Place: Kansas City, Kans. 
Birth Date: 19 Jan 1890 
Parent's Origin: of American parents 
Occupation: farmer 
Comment: inducted at Mcintosh, S. Dak., on May 24,1918; sent to Camp Lewis, Wash,; served in 
41st Company, 11th Battalion, 166th Depot Brigade, to July 10,1918; Company G, 158th Infantry, to 
Sept 20,1918; Company A, 308th Infantry, to Oct. 16,1918; Casual (hi Hospital), to Jan. 6,1919; 
Company D , Convalescent Detachment, Camp Dodge, Iowa, to discharge; overseas from Aug. 9, 
1918, to Dec. 30,1918; wounded, gassed, Oct 15,1918. Engagements: Offensive: Mcuse-Argonne. 
Defensive Sector: Foret-d'Argonne (Lorraine). Discharged at Camp Dodge, Iowa, on Jan. 23,1919, as 
a Private 
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