Flag taken from the headquarters of Lher Panzer Division
In Chartres, France



| WANT THAT FLAG

15 September 1944, finally orders came to move out and go gRto the Contjnent
Headquarters Squadraon of the 43rdwere to go by air and™Repair Squadron was to
cross the Channel by ship.
| was assigned the rations truck and trailer that carried all our food, namely ‘C’
rations and ‘K rations. Ahead of me were the tractor-trailers jncluding the C-2 or
Crash Truck pulling a 40 foof trailer loaded with four crated aircraft engines. We
assed through Newbury and headed South to Whitchurch. Shortly after leaving
hltchurchwe arrived atthls smaII roup of hquses orwIIa?ewhose name I do hot
reca and teconvoggroun toa halt. After a few minutes I could hearshoutmg
Rp ront so 1 climbed out of the cab and walked up to seew at the problem was,
beinski (John) was driving the C-2 and it was firmly wedf(ged In aZ|nga ginthe
street Johnwas ullin atrallerloadedwnh crated alrcr% e(nglnes her was no
way he could get throu Aslstoo th ereal\/lador came ack in a Jeep and after
sore discussion asked Ribby what he needed to do to %etmowng agaln “Take the
corner off that buildjng, sir. He replied. “Then do it Soldier, you'ie holding up the
war”, the Major, re;t) |ed Ribby en 9ed all ten wheel drive, put it in low and
proceededtodnve hrou hthecor ofthebncktt)wldln As the bricks came
cras Ing own thewmd ows all shattered and some furniture came tumbling out of
this C?apg % ole. Bric ssmashed down the hood, broke the headlights an
wm shield butwe were on the move again.
| couldn’t help but feel sorry for those poor people living in this wetllttlegroup of
Pooguesiﬁserwe had again done’more damage to them than all the Germans pu

Our POE was Southampton. We arnved late in the day and went straight to the
docks. Before we left Grove we all had been issued 60 Founds of ammunition for
our M2 carbines and we drivers were told to leave our weapons in the gun racks in
\?vaecntwnk When the crane picked up my truck and put itin the shipshold my rifle
As darkness closed in our ship began to move, The crossing was to be at njght.
Stories Stlﬁ ounded of min smqﬁe Channel. both theirs gnd ours and ofgneak
raids on shipping by the Germans, Whllemostwentbelow | stayed on deck —Just
In case. Iwa stan ngnon the Port side ju # ﬂ;aboutm| ship mtotal darknesswhen
outoft en tcame e bow of another ship comlngstralg tat us at a 45 degree
ddenly our ship healed over hard to Starboard and almost at the same
|ns antth othershl did the same. All'l could dowas to clutch the ships rail with
bot han s and watch the ships sliding sideways in the water as they came at each

othe
As we started to slide by each other L saw two men on the other deck clutching their
shlps rail with mouthSW|deo en and then oblivion as this giant wall of water'shot
PB%tween Hsteann me ooeﬁrom the rail and sending e sliding down the deck
(I; ?m ely at artything, Then jtwas all over.

Ia there choking and gasping for breath and soaked to the skin»-Below decks
th mgs were a mess as weII Fortuitously no one was seriously injured although



mang/ had bumps and bruises and some equipment was banged up. The rest of the
Cros ngwas eaceful.
dawn we lay off Omaha Beach and LST’s were coming along side.

Frrst the deck Cranes offloaded our equipment into the LST's then rope netting was
flung over the side. We scrambled down the netting into the LST’s and theg/ moved
off dnd began the run to the beach. I climbed U|o on'my truck to seeoverth ramp.

Aslwatched Omaha Beach come toward me all I could go was wonder how manY
?flo]ur ngssg\ald watched the same sight on D-Day. And for how many it was the fast
q_ST heacled for the end of a pontoon dock that ran around 150 yards or so out
|nto the sea. Itwas madeu ofIar%;e rectanqular metaI roats tied together, two
wrde and bouncrng up and down with even{ ave. The trick was to ayexactly n
ecenterwrtht 3 Wei htdrstnbuted ev% y or suffer the conserwence of slid |n
fTsideways into deep Water, O elonging to someone who had preceded us
Iay on Its side in the water with |ts car o still gn board. Hard rubber tires on wet
gnae(teal ttraatt EOSS aCnd fell with every wave was like driving on ice but we all made it
dlrossed the each and contrnued till we hit a small road behrnd the beach where
weturne nght ea stopped so as to form up ourconvoy eoreproceedrng
had onl ﬁone sortw%sw enwe came to a tin hy %named randcam
wherewet ried In and Whienwe reached St. Lo | thought | had seen destroyed
crtres I|ke Coventry ut this place did not have apile of stones any h (I] erthan my
It simp %/ did not exist. A road had been bulldozed thyu the|? es 0f stones
thathad onfe een avrllaﬂe We continued inland. Suddenlglrea ized som%thrn
else—my rifle and ammunition were missing. | had just invaded Europe without
pot or awindow let alone a gun.

At our next break | reported it to a Ljeutenantwho Promptly{ gave me hell for not
taklng ettercareofrt | was advised that If I didn’t fing it it would pe taken out of
mz Xt irst rrerIsawwrthoutrts owner oI Ing it turned out to be m
tweapon. Later | found out | was not alone. Other drivers had the same thin
rf(e The best thing we cou/d frdure outwas that when we left our rifles in ou
truc theEngIrsh sallors acgurred hem as souvenirs. So much for following
orders, Mg day wasn'’t done with meyet The road we were on had been
Boune t preces and some efforts had been made to fll |nthe bomb and shell holes
Ut not very e ectweY managed to drop atrailer wheel into one aswezrg zaged
down the road. Overitwent. Rations were scattered forhalfamrle and th trarler
lay on its side._Agamn | caught hell for doing anu?ijobo driving and costrn
convoy time. The IatterPartofthe day we Stopped &t Argentan andwere tol we
would bivouac there for the night
A little later Johansen (Edmund E.) our motor pool Corgoral came to me and said
an officer had told him'to send somieone to check out a report that one of our
aircraftwas down up toward Falaise. For the ljfe of me | couldn’t understand what
the difference was, we were in no condition to do much about it

neared Falaise 1 could see that one hell of a battle had taken place. A little further



on I did see, offto my rrght Whatwas left of one of our C-47's. Idecrded to walk
overto it. Partwa gove the smell of putrefying flesh became real stron %o

fol owedm nose asmall brush filled ravine.” Down In there was the bo o a
dead German soldier. ehadtakenalarecaIrberbuIIetrr ht thru the head
looked like a 50 calrber round and he hadbeen overlooked mthe clean up a erthe
frghtrng Itothrs helmet offwhat a s left after the r Pund had exploded his head
I plecgs, shook out the mess and still liave It as arto Myww2 memorabilia.

| reported backwhatlhad found. Itwas ‘ok I]ust forgetit,

| have ottenwon ered if that man’s bones stilflie at the bottom of the ravine. | have
mce read newsPNper articles that French farmers still turn up skeletons of soldiers
killed in World War One.

Our first night in France was spent at Argentan.

Our second night on the Continentwas spent in Chartres, France. [twas ettrng
dark and rarnrn{r hard, W ewere at the western edge of town and the word cam
down “find shelter for the nrg
There was this big beautiful lel home off to my left with awide verandah that
looked undamaged 50 | headed for it. The front doorwas a doubIe door with
another set just msrdethevestr ule. A spacious main ha and a large living room or
Parlorwrthama nificent f ueB acewere ont Ieft Also a sign stating in big bold
etters ‘ROOM BOOBY TRAPP

e]eoverthefrreevace hung ahargei Nazrfag A small room with a spiral staircase
to the second floor Was across the hall from it. There were GI's from a number of
drtfer(endt outfits already there seeking shelter for the night. In fact, the house was

IkeB staring at that flag and sayrng to myself ‘you just completed a course in
oby trap neutralrzatron |fly ucantha dlethis—  So, after carefully examining
the door way and tloor for “replaced” flooring | went in, Irmmedratelyhd uys
hollering at, me o get the hell out of there—couldn’t | read? | brazenly told
Was a s ecra list” and was there to clear the room. The first thing | cIeared was
everg/ ro anyw re near that room, when | tu}rned around | was
Careéfully chec mgthe ooraslwentla roached the fireplace. Nota oard Was
marked or damaggd, Stopping justshort fthe stone hearth I looked carefully for
signs of removal and replacement No oose stones, no new mortar nothin freshly
disturbed, no new an thing.. The th ou(% twent hroug ern d—*1 won errffh
gu that set this all u§ ISt mgt% me think the othrngherean | will get
eless, That flag has got'to be bait and | have yet to frnd the “nook.” 1 stepped
forward and Walked up and down on the stone hearth Nothing.
Next came the mante
No evidence of removal and replacement. Damn, that guy was good. He’s got to
have made a mistake somewhere or |'m ornqto
Now I'm up to the flag itself. Itwas hel mpace by four fasteners, one in gach
orner Each of the fasteners dis l_&{)eare IN the cracks between the beautrfulsheets
of paneling over the fireplace. THAT WASIT. Ithadto be. The two lower wires |



onewire and then the other. NOTHING ! They were attached to nothlng and just
feIout I%/we glng them 1Jr}]there were th ¥d0|ng anything constructive,
On my God!” That mean oneo osetop '[\NOWI Bs haveg tto et etn gerand |

cantreach e|t erofthem Only ong thing to do. | d ragge my duftle bag overto
th eone on the n(tlhtasl faced It andb standln%ont eag | could just reac the
wire holding up the flag’s corner. With the tip 0f my knife'l could jUSt reach where
the wire went in between the |eces ofnanehn% Su denlythe cornerofthe fla
curled over ang sa(T;g ed toward me._| stopped breathing—I’m dead—no I’'m not
gut If 1 let the flag Tall forward it will trigger pull the upper left corner and that will

By han |n%ontothewooden mantel with m}/lefthand and holding up the loosened
cornerof the flag with thetlﬁ ofm knlfeW|hm nrgahtl ‘hitched w%h mgfeette
1%overso as f0 be under tne astrema|n|g stener eepln on the
wa Le hand holding thefuIIwelghtofth fla galnstthewa an 0 Ip
away at th eremalnlngwne that dis g eared info the crack between th pane N
shegts, Suddenlyeve ything crum led and theflagfellforward and free of all
restraints. 1was dead; No, noth mg happened. Damn, Igotmeaflag and 1was now
sure | could handle this Mine and Booby-trap assignment I had volunteered for.

H
What if that SOB that set this all up was now thinking that anyone havin qotten
th flag would feel his ;ob was now done and maﬁbe bulld afire in the fir P ace
I5(notbundeacha ewhhafuseand utlt stup |n3|desowhen a fire was
ui tr;uessw hatwould happen, Atercraw ingup in TQt e fireplace an? usm([t %
IashI r%]htldetermlned thls ad n(ft been doneand In fact everything relative to the
flag and |rer}r)] ace was now neutralized.

| did take i eto checkthe rest of the empty room. Windows, flooring, trip wires

think of.

MED ROOM WAS NEVER BOOBY TRAPPED. ONLY

BEAUTIFUL SWASTIKA FLAG OVER THE FIREPLACE

N E REST OF THE WORLD IT WAS.

D BOY, DID IT WORK.
n

I
ft he3| ont edoorand Rroceeded tosettledownwnharoom aIIto rw/self
e problem. Aloé r?l% aven0| eawho th ezwereorw hat outfits, were
etting pretty well dru ndye ing and arguing 0 ereverythlng rom who had
Whatspotto the card games that were gom on. ‘As the stairs were nghtacrosste
ha IIIcouId hearthls one g u%/on these ondfloor ranting about the war, his officers,
0ing home and Wantlng out, period. A few guys (I assumeq from his outt |t stood
tthe foot of the sRnaI talrcase anddlscussed hatto d ab%ut im. FlnaK
ucksergeantlnt e group said he was omq up and get him before hehurt imself
or someone else as he'did have a gun. He hollere up theguglan told him |twas
an order to put down his gun an comedown stairs. T e response was “I’ll kill you
fyou comeup The sergeantstarte gpan was met with aburstofflrefrom his

ﬂng/smac Ine ?un The furst hit the steps in front of the sergeant who cleared aII
steps t0 theTIrstiloor 1N ONE JUMD. ...ev v coovvvvnes covvvrsnvrnns ossssssssssssssssssssens
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| never saw a bunch of drunks sober u% so fast in ail my life. Now this QU%,IS
screaming he s %om%? Kill himselt--then he gomﬂto come down and kil
everyboay and then kill himself. By now everybody has a round in the chamber of
their weapon and pointed at the stalrcase. The sergeant IS trying to keeﬁ_order as
some of the guys want to OR,en fire on him, Again the sergeant called to him that he
was commg and to Ipu% IS(t]UI’I down. Itwas greeted yano,the_rburstofflre _
from this jerk and more threals to kill ever bod¥. His voice this time sounded as if
he had apout had it anq was ready to >Pass ut. The sergeantwould call to him from
time to time. 1 propped m selfurgv next to the fireplace and parallel to the door of
the room I was In with a round in the chamber and the safe }/ on and dozed.
Toward dawn 1 heard a ruckus on the stairs and slipped off the safety Tmt it was
only the sergeant dragging this jerk down the stairs. 1 had to hand itto that
sergeant he not only Képta bunch of drunks from, omg onashootmgs ree but
kep I’ISkInghIS %thf to br_mq this %u down witho anl){(one getti % llled or
wounded. Somebody’s beautitul stairGase now needed work dorie on It.. The most
Important thing to me, however, was that I now knew | could handle this mine and
booby trap assignment. It did wonders for my own self esteem and self confidence.
Alittle after eight o’clock we formed up our convoy and began day three in France.

Day three ended with us arriving at our next base of operations, Melun, France.
But that Is another story.
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