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KM: Today is Wednesday, January 23, 2002. Myself, Kevin May, and my partner Kristen
Scanlon will be conducting the interview of Louis Pawlinga, a World War II Veteran, at Rome
Free Academy in Rome, New York. Where would you like to start on this?

LP: Well, let me give you a definition first of what a war is, unless you know what a war is...do
you know?

KM: I do, but I am sure you know better.

LP: Okay, shortly defined a war is a conflict between nations, or within states and it is settled
by the force of arms. It is just as simple as that. Regarding nations, it is one foreign nation
against another. When it comes between states, it would be like a revolution in Russia or when
America had our Civil War which would be your own people fighting each other. Now,
governments start wars whether you believe it or not, they do.

They have three objectives for doing it. First of all, they want raw materials and natural
resources. In order to get those they have to take the territory so they occupy territory. At the
same time they will go ahead and subjugate people and dominate them. Now the Japanese,
they started running around the Pacific because as a small island, they had very few resources.
They needed iron, coal and oil which is why they attacked Singapore, Hong Kong, and the
Philippines to get those raw materials because you cannot fight a war without steel, right? In
order to make guns, tanks, airplanes and whatever else you have got to have the raw
materials. So governments are usually the ones that fall for that need.

Now we will go back to the beginning of World War II. Adolf Hitler came into power in 1933,
he was elected Chancellor of Germany in 1934. It was a big election and how he did it was
because he had a wonderful gift of gab. You have to give him credit for that no matter how evil
a man he was. He was able to persuade people to do things that he wanted. I was going to high
school at the time and did not have television. We did have radio which is how you heard him
and in the movies they showed Movietone spots [newsreel clips] of Hitler. He was a terrific
orator. So he galvanized the German people by telling them how badly they were off after
World War I. He complained about the Versailles Treaty. Do they teach you about that in
school today?
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KM: Yes, war reparation.

LP: Alright, that is what it was. In World War I, strange to say, a lot of people thought
Germany started it. Germany did not start WWI. In those days they had what was called a
Balance of Power. One nation would have an entangling alliance with another. So if you
attacked one, the other would get into it because they would accept they would come to each
others aid. So what happened was there was a dual monarchy called Austria-Hungary who
had a dispute with a country known as Serbia (an area that included
Sarajevo/Belgrade/Yugoslavia). In June of 1914 assassins killed Archduke Ferdinand and his
wife who were Austrians and visiting the Mayor of Sarajevo. The assassin stepped onto the
fender of their car and killed those two people. So Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia politics for
their murders. They set seven conditions they wanted the Serbians to go by but they would not
do it. The Austria-Hungary combination, which was bigger than Serbia decided they were
really going to give it to them. But what turned out to be was Russia was a friend of Serbia. So
if Austria-Hungary hit Serbia, the Russians are going to come in and help Serbia.[Louis
laughs] At the same time, Germany-then known as Prussia-had a pact with Austria-Hungary
so if someone attacked Austria-Hungary, Germany is going to come in and help them. So you
see, everyone is getting into the fray. But Germany did not start World War 1.

Well, anyhow, when the war ended they had the Versailles Treaty and Germany got blamed
for the whole works and they wanted compensation for it. Germany could not pay it, the
economy went to pieces and they could not get loans. The French government was the one
pushing Germany for the compensation. In the meantime, the United States had loaned
money to the French and the English. We wanted our money, but we were not pressing
Germany. The point was that the economy went to pieces in Germany. It would take a bushel
full of Deutchmarks (Germany currency) to buy a loaf of bread. So Hitler came along in 1934,
had the gift of gab and claimed he was going to take everything back and rebuild Germany.

During World War I, the Ruhr Region [Germany's center of coal, iron and steel production]
was taken over by the French because Germany was not paying their debt. Once Hitler got his
power, he began building up the military forces and sent troops to take back the Ruhr
resource. From that point, Hitler did not stop. It was said if he had stopped there, World War
IT would not have happened. Hitler saw that the France and Great Britain Allies could not stop
him so he continued to build up his war machine. It took off from there with the building of
big battleships and air force becoming the dominant power in Europe at that time.

Hitler decided he wanted to take over Europe and began with Czechoslovakia and Austria who
did not resist him. When he reached Poland, they would not give up so he crossed the borders
and fought them for a month. Hitler was victorious because Poland was still fighting with
cavalry horses and what can a horse do against a tank?! So Germany prevailed. In the process,
Germany then got into a war with France and Britain because they stood up for Poland. They
came in later, but Poland was already down the drain. They figured they were going to be next,
so they got involved in the war. It wound up that Hitler got to be friends with Italy's ruler,
Benito Mussolini. So Germany went ahead and took over all the countries in Europe. The next
step would have been England. But the English Channel was a barrier. So Hitler and
Mussolini created an Axis alliance. In the meantime, Japan saw how successful Germany was
in their conquests and also joined in the Axis group. Now there are three powerful countries —
Germany, Italy, and Japan known as the Axis Powers.
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Now the French were already beaten so England did the best they could for two years to hold
Hitler back. In the meantime, the United States were isolationists. We did not want to get
involved because we remembered how costly World War I was with that loss of casualties.
Most of the people in our country did not want to get involved with World War II. Two years
passed from Hitler's first attack in 1939 and then Japan's attack of Pearl Harbor in Hawaii on
December 7th, 1941.

The United States had an agreement with England and France, Germany declared war on us
and we declared war on Japan we now had all this going on. Germany was the toughest nut to
crack so most of the offense effort was going to be put there. World War II was divided into
two phases. The European Theater and it also had the Pacific Theater. Germany also got
involved in Africa, so we had troops there as well. They went so far as to fight even in Greece.
Slowly, our production is what killed them. In other words, everyone in our country started
producing. Women were hired to cover the manufacturing positions of the men who went off
to war.

Now I will drop this phase of what happened in the European part of the war because I was
involved

strictly in the Pacific front of the war. After World War I, when the Kaiser was almost beaten,
Japan took over many islands in the Pacific Ocean that Germany had owned. Germany had
purchased these islands from Spain. The islands of Mariana Islands, that I visited — Saipan,
Guam, Tinian, Rota and all the rest were named after Queen Mariana. Magellan was the
explorer who discovered those islands for Spain. The Japanese took the islands from Germany
and began to arm them against the approval of The League of Nations [before going defunct, it
was similar to today's United Nations international organization] . The League told Japan
they can hold onto those islands, but you cannot fortify them. Of course Japan agreed to that
ruling. [Louis laughs]

Have you ever heard of Amelia Earhart? She was an aviatrix who supposedly was on a trip
around the world. But others said she was on a secret intelligence airplane trip to get
information about what the Japanese were doing on all those captured islands. Supposedly
she was shot down. Incidentally, my wife and I visited Saipan in 1994, on the 50th anniversary
of the battle. Our guide took us to a marked place he called the “woman's jail where Amelia
Earhart was held.” The people who were children at that time told us they saw her. But to this
day, we denied that claim, she was just lost in the Pacific Ocean area and no one knows the
truth because she never returned.

So the Japs went ahead and did arm all these islands. In some places they put air fields, others
they built sea plane bases. The United States was not aware of what was going on there. But
we did have possession of the island of Guam. The U.S. took that away from Spain during the
Spanish-American War. At the same time we took Cuba and the Philippines from Spain.
When Japan attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7th, almost simultaneously they attacked
Singapore, Hong Kong and the Philippines, taking over all those islands. Our people lost that
war, General MacArthur was kicked out of there and went to Australia. But he vowed to come
back. Now the powers that be in this country did not know where they were going to go as far
as attacking the Japanese because of their success.

They had a Vice-Admiral by the name of Chuichi Nagumo who lead the attack on the
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Hawaiian Islands. One of his officers, Captain Mitsuo Fuchida [of the Imperial Japanese Navy
Air Service] was a pilot who was in charge of their air force. They went up to the Northern
end, almost up to Alaska and remember, this was in December. It was the least protected area,
there were no Merchant Marines nor anyone else, which is why they were successful in
attacking Pearl Harbor. No one expected that approach. All those ships that were lined up
along Battleship Row were sitting ducks.

So the Japanese left, and we thought they were going to start moving in. My division [the US
Army 27th Infantry Division] was down in Fort McClellan, Alabama, when we learned about
the attack and were alerted for movement. We did not know where exactly, but we did know
we were headed west. We got onto railroad transports, there were seventy-two trains with
about six Pullman cars and about twenty flat cars to carry the trucks and provisions. We were
dropped off in a place near Corona, California in orange fields because they had no facilities to
accommodate us. [Louis laughs]. So we pitched our pup tents next to the orange fields. It was
the strangest thing because it was so cold that the farmers had to light smudge pots [small
container to burn fuel to protect trees from frost damage] and put canopies over the fields. We
never heard of anything like that and thought it was strange.

Anyhow, we kept on moving and went to Camp Haan Army Base near Riverside, California
and were joined by a compliment of people. In other words, our Company's normal strength
of one hundred and twenty men were increased to war strength of one hundred and ninety six
to compensate for the expected casualties incurred during war. At Camp Haan, they sent a
bunch of draftees in to join us from Camp Wolters, Texas who only had received thirteen
weeks of Basic Training. They were brand new so we had to take them under our wings and
teach them some things.

On March 10, 1942, about three months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, we boarded ships. I
was on the S.S. Lurline [Steam Ship]. It was a luxury liner that belonged to the Matson Line
builders that was converted into a troop transport. It was a very fast ship. We also had a sister
ship to it called the RMS Aquitania [British ship Royal Mail Steamer]. So our Division loaded
onto these two ships and took off like a bat out of Hell! [excuse my language] across the ocean.
We had to use a zigzag motion because we had no ships to protect us. But they said that these
two ocean liners moved so fast and zigzagged and could not be hit by a submarine.

My Company got to Hilo, Hawaii which is the largest of the seven islands in the Hawaiian
group. We went to a gymnasium for the night and the next day we assumed outpost positions.
At that time Japan was already monkeying around in the Philippines which they hit
simultaneously with the Pearl Harbor attack as I said. We did not know where their next
attack would be so we circled the whole island with our outpost and listening posts [facility
established to monitor radio signals]. We were there for a couple of months and then our unit
was transferred to Oahu [sic Honolulu] the capital of the Hawaiian Islands where we went to
Schofield Barracks where we picked up some more men and got into Ranger Training. In
other words, we knew we were going to be going into a jungle somewhere. We learned how to
go out into the woods and subsist. We had Hawaiian natives show us different things. For
example the mushrooms and berries that you could survive on if it was necessary. So we
trained in the islands and worked with one Marine Division in amphibious maneuvers where
we got on Higgin Boats which was a long, rectangular boat which had a drop ramp that you
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would run off onto the beach. We had this training on the island of Maui and we were all set

Now our government made the strategic decision how they were going to fight the war.
General Douglas MacArthur was in the southern sector, the Philippines. He was going to try
and retake the Philippines. But there was so many people involved there and so much
territory that the powers that be in Washington, D.C. felt it would take too long to do that.
Instead, on the advice of Admiral Chester Nimitz, he was the Navy Commander in the
Hawaiian Islands, he thought we could take the small islands by island hopping operations. In
other words, we could do amphibious maneuvers and land our sea planes on their air strips.
We engaged in this island hopping, bypassing some of them.

In the Battle of Midway, the Japanese were bringing up their troops to attack the Hawaiian
Islands and take the island of Midway. But the U.S. had broken through the Japanese code
which they radioed through and our cryptographers found out what they were up to and
learned their target was Midway Island. As a result, we were waiting for them. When the
Japanese got there, with our troop transports we sunk four of their aircraft carriers and
effectively took control of the air space. And if you have control of the air, you can control
everything. So that battle ended in defeat for the Japanese, they took off and never came in
with their troops. But we were prepared for it.

It was decided the best and fastest way to defeat the Japanese was through the Central Pacific
known as the Central Pacific Theater of Operations. We would bypass certain islands because
they could not receive any supplies since we controlled their air space. We also had a
tremendous submarine fleet which no one is aware of until this day that were prowling around
the Pacific Ocean. They were observing things and sinking troop transports and the like. Our
submarines were raising havoc with the Japanese. So we decided we were going to go through
the Central Pacific.

Our Division was broken up into smaller units because these islands did not have many
people, maybe about one thousand men. You don't need seventeen thousand soldiers to go in
there. The strategy to attack an island was a three to one ratio. Let's say there are twenty
thousand Japanese defenders, we would put in sixty thousand men..a three to one ratio. If you
reduced that to half and half, or less, you are not going to win. You always have to outnumber
the enemy by three to one. Our Division took Makin Island, that was the first one, and then
Majuro Island in different Regiments. We had three Regiments in our Division, all of them
were close to one thousand men each. They were called the 105th Regiment, the 106th
Regiment which I was in, and we also had the 165th Regiment which were all rifle units. We
also had artillery units with us. We decided we would clear a path through the Central Pacific.

We were going between the captured islands of Makin and Majuro and all our lights had to be
out and we were told to keep still. They did not want any noise to be picked up on shore since
we were passing so close to the occupied islands. We knew once we had gotten through, their
supplies and air support were cut off and they would wither on the vine from lack of supplies.

The first big place our unit, the 106th, were in reserve for an atoll [a ring-shaped coral reef or
chain of islands with openings which resembled a string of pearls which had breaks in it]
called Kwajalein. We were in reserve for the 2nd Marine Division who were going to take that
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atoll. We went through a deep passage and anchored in the middle of the lagoon [shallow
lake]. There were in Amphtracks [amphibious tractors] and ships if the Marines needed our
help. We were there for about two days and the Marines did not need our help. In battle, you
never know what to expect , the Intelligence Reports tell you this and that will happen, but
sometimes you get big surprises when there are more people to fight than you expected. So we
always had a reserve group held back to throw into the breach to help out, but we were not
needed. We were waiting on the USS Neville which was an amphibious tractor ship, it carried
seventeen Alligators. They look like a boat with tracks around the wheels like a tank. But
instead of being having flat tracks, they had cups in order to churn water. They would hold
about fifteen men each. We were all assigned to certain Amphtracks to board.

After Kwajalein, we took off to Eniwetok Atoll as the next landing site. We went through a
deep passage and got inside and transferred to an LST which is a Landing Ship Tank which
carried these Amphtracks. At about four in the morning when we were getting ready to go in,
these horns started blasting and you get into your Amphtracks. These ships were able to lower
themselves so you would crawl right out and fall into the ocean. I could not believe it when I
saw how this worked for the first time. [ Louis laughs] We never did this in our training in
Hawaii and only had the Higgin boats with their ramp. But the LST were like big monsters,
huge I mean if it could hold fifteen men it has to be big. We would roll off, get into the water
and go to the right one after another, following each other and about eight on one side and
nine on the other side and then get into a large circle. Each unit would do that. Then when
everyone was on the ocean, going in these huge circles we were given the orders to go in and at
that time had all kinds of protective fire. The Navy had their destroyers and missile ships,
everything was thrown at these islands. We figured by the time we landed there was not going
to be too many problems. Unknown to us the enemy had dug themselves in deep holes and
caves so unless there was a direct hit on them, they survived our attack.

In the drawings I have given you, you have the maps, we had two beaches -the Red Beach and
the Green Beach which are marked there. My Company was going to start at the large end of
Eniwetok. We were going about to the middle distance and then swing left and go up because
the island was long. It was shaped something like a gourd with the big part on the bottom then
up into a point. There were other Companies that went to our right who were going across the
island and make a turn with everyone moving upward and going to the other end. That is
where we started getting into trouble. [Louis laughs] After all the firing that the Navy did
subsided, and obviously when we were in there they are not going to be firing, that is when the
enemy started coming out of the holes where they were hiding. They had places covered over
with coconut trees. I mean you did not know where they were! So we started fighting them
and pushing them up. Hey, what are you going to do? You're fighting, you're fighting, you kill
them and you just keep on going.

When we got up to about a third of the way up the island, we ran into a bunch of natives. They
were in holes too. They were lucky because if they stayed in those holes they would have been
killed with grenades. But some of them stuck their heads out and we recognized them since
they were not in uniform. The Japanese had their uniforms including helmets that had
protective cloth on the back to prevent their necks from getting burned. So we knew a Jap
from a native. There were thirty-three of these natives in the holes, alright? We got them out,
gave them medical attention because some had been hurt, and I took the rest of them back. I
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have a picture to show you where I am standing with my rifle and bayonet with all these men
lined up who I took to the back Battalion area to get them out of the line of fire. We did not
want the natives to get hurt. So using basic sign-language which they figured out [Louis
gestures with his arm to come along], I took all thirty-three back with me. We were all taller
than these little bitty native people, but with all the shelling that had preceded there was no
resistance to me by the natives. We said “come” and they would go.

So I took them to the back, and when I got to the Battalion area there was a staff
photographer, his name was sergeant John Masheni [?]. He got a rank in the service, but he
came from one of the newspapers out west. He took my picture which I have over there [Louis
points off camera]. At that time we had what we called a “Yank newspaper”. There was one
edition in the European Theater and one in the Pacific. So he took my picture, and after I
dropped these people safely off the beaches and returned to the front lines a Japanese mortar
landed in this area and John got mortally wounded and died. You will see in this article I am
going to let you read that John asked his friends who were with him to make sure his film was
developed. I was on the last film that he had taken. I've brought the article about his death for
you to see, which made both the European and Pacific newspapers. I have a copy of the
European newspaper with our Outfit in it with a write up inside it of what we did. It also
appeared in the Pacific edition and that is where the picture was.

KS: How long after he died did you find out that your picture was the last one he took?

LP: I did not know until I got the newspaper. Because when I dropped these natives off, and
he took my picture, he was in the rear area. When I saw the article with my picture, it also had
a picture of him as well as the story about his death. If I had stayed there five minutes more, I
might have also gotten hit. But this is fate, I am a fatalist. I think what is going to happen
regardless. So he was in the back line supposedly where it is safe; and I was in the front line
where the fighting was going on. He gets killed by a mortar the enemy lobbed over our heads.
Our company Commander got the guy in the hole who threw it.

So we went ahead, this was a two-day operation only. At the end of the day we dug foxholes. A
foxhole is a hole about the size of the depth you can get into for protection should something
like a grenade land next to you. We had our foxholes in a triangle pattern tied together with a
man in each one. One man would always be awake so we would not be caught in a surprise
attack. He would be on guard duty looking around in the dark. If someone would come along,
he would give the alarm call and alert the other two soldiers who were sleeping. We would
take turns and wake each other up, we had a luminous watch to see the time. That first night
in combat some of the fellows got trigger-happy, they thought they were hearing things and
the next thing you know they were throwing grenades all around the place. We were getting
ready to kill ourselves. [all laugh] It was hell that first night. We were all scared to death. Let's
face it, that first night you are going to be scared because we had never been subjected to
anyone shooting at you and so forth.

So, just before the sun was coming up, I was in my foxhole looking at a coconut tree and I see
a Japanese helmet. The Japanese at Guadalcanal had climbed into the coconut trees as a
sniper position. They knew they would get killed, but also that they would kill a bunch of
people first. We had heard about that possibility of attack. So as the sun came up, it shined
and reflected off his helmet. I had a Karabiner rifle, which was a newer, lighter rifle with
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smaller bullets and more sensitive. It would hold more, about twenty cartridges versus the
Mi-rifle which held only seven. So I aimed it up to shoot him, and the thing won't work. Here
there is a Jap in the tree, I thought at that point. So I don't know what to do, I am in my hole,
holding my gun up there [Louis is in his action pose] and as the sun came up it turned out to
be just a coconut! [all laugh] A coconut has a hard brown shell, which looked just like a brown
helmet. I couldn't see very clearly in the dark at 4:00 in the morning. The moral of this story
was when daylight came, I dumped that Karabiner rifle and got myself an M1-rifle which is
larger, weighs about ten pounds, shoots about eight shells and will shoot as fast as you can
pull the trigger. It is not a machine gun, it is a semi-automatic. You replace the clips as they
are used.

KM: What was your main weapon before you got the M1 for combat?

LP: We used the Model 1903 Springfield Rifle from World War 1. After that war ended, they
had an abundance of this rifle. It was bolt action, are you familiar with that type of gun? It has
a receiver which you pull up and back which throws out the used shell. And then a spring
action pushes up another shell which goes into the firing chamber. You have to do that each
time you fire the rifle. With the M1-Rifle as fast as you can pull the trigger it fires. In World
War I, the United States was the only Army that had a semi-automatic rifle. It was invented
in 1933 by John Garand. Officially, it is called the U.S. Rifle caliber thirty M1, but we would
call it the Garand after its inventor. It was a very, very good rifle. That is what I carried for the
rest of the war because I did not trust the Karabiner. [Louis laughs] I mean if you are going to
shoot at someone and your weapon doesn't work because of some sand or something gets in
there, that is bad.

Well, going on, after we took the island which we secured in two days we boarded ships and
we went back to Honolulu to pick up replacements. We had lost a bunch of men and many
were wounded. We next went to Sand Island, Hawaii and that is where the picture was taken
with Charlie Hall [Louis points off screen] It is right near Pearl Harbor. We got our
replacements and then they decided we were going to engage in Operation Forager, this was a
big one. In other words, no more Atolls to monkey around with, no more little battles. This
was the big one. The idea was, each time we took places we were building up supply areas.
Eniwetok, the island that we took, has a bigger harbor for our Navy ships than Pearl Harbor.
Pearl was our biggest one in the Pacific.

So we would move all our supplies up forward, the Pacific Ocean had long supply lines versus
in Europe which only had the English Channel of about thirty miles. In the Pacific you are
talking about six to seven thousand miles to cover. They had to bring all the logistics up to
have something to fight with. To begin, you have to have water, ammunition and food. If you
don't have those basic things you can't do your job. So we would take these various islands,
along with the Marines, and we cleared a path right through the Central Pacific Ocean. We are
now bringing up all of the supplies to these bases and hold them. They would also would hold
our fighter planes in case any Japanese planes came, they would fly up and do a job on them.
Our pilots were better trained and had superior planes. The Japanese aircraft were like World
War I planes. They could do the job, but were not as good as ours.

Finally it was decided that they were going to take the whole thrust of Japan through the
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Central Pacific while the Southern Pacific, with General MacArthur would wait. It was decided
the best way to do this was to take the island of Saipan, which was their crown jewel. It was
the second largest island in the Mariana group, Guam was the largest which was ours but had
been taken by the enemy. We had Saipan, Tinian, Rota, and Guam. We were only going to
take three, Saipan, Tinian, and Guam.

The reason we went after Saipan was because it was the most easily defendable. It has a
mountainous terrain with a ridge from one end of the island to the other. On the top of Mount
Tapotchau you could turn around in a complete circle, 360 degrees, and see every part of the
island. It was a struggle to climb, so first they were going to have the 2nd and the 4th Marine
Divisions take Saipan and send us to on to Guadalcanal. But they changed that, they had
about eight different changes. Next they said we were going to go and take Guam. We were a
floating reserve for the Marines, and of course having just finished fighting on Eniwetok, they
weren't going to throw us into another battle right away. They gave us a breather. As we are
waiting for them to take Guam, the Japanese learned we were going after Saipan. Saipan is
only twelve hundred miles from Japan proper as you can see on my map. Our airplanes could
bomb Japan and return to Saipan as a base.

At that point in the war Boeing came out with the B-29 Bomber which was so large it was
actually called the Flying Fortress. It had a range of five thousand miles which means it could
go the one thousand, two hundred miles each way to Japan and still have plenty of gas. So that
is what they were going to do. In the meantime, we decided we would sit out there and wait as
the Marines hit the beaches. They had a four mile sector. They went in over the worst parts,
over the reefs and through the lagoon which the Japanese were not aware we would come in
there. But the Marines were prepared because they had a force up near Garapan, in the
western end, that they were going to throw in to help us because no one ever knew who was
going to hit what.

So what happened, the 2nd Marine Division was supposed to go in half way and make a left
turn. In the meantime, Aselito Air Field, which was on the southern end of the island as you
see on my mabp, is the area they wanted to capture first. This was so they could start bringing
in supplies, support and so forth. The 4th Marine Division was going to cross the whole island
and make a left turn which would make two Divisions the 2nd and the 4th working their way
up the island. As things turned out, the intelligence they had on the island was faulty. We were
told there would only be twenty thousand defenders but unknown to us there was another ten
thousand, making the enemy thirty thousand. Those soldiers were on troop transports that
were sunk by our submarines, but were the survivors who were able to make it to Saipan. Our
troop total was sixty-six thousand among the three Divisions to their thirty thousand.

The Marines started going right up the middle of the island of Saipan which were made up of
sugar cane fields on a plateau. On the right side were about five or six hills which we named —
Easy, Charlie, Fox and things like that so we could easily distinguish each one on a map. On
the left was Saipan, overlooking them. So when the 4th Division Marines started going up the
middle, they started to get slaughtered. At that point it was decided our Division should go in
there and they threw us in the middle of the battle. As it were, we did not have much more
success going through the middle than the Marines because it was open cane fields. In other
words, they had burned down the sugar cane and we were out in the open. When you are
exposed like that and the enemy is up on the hill, they see you and are giving you trouble.
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[Louis poses with his imaginary rifle aiming down from above].

Incidentally, we had a fight with a Marine General. I don't know if you ever heard about it,
probably not. We had a General by the name of Ralph C. Smith. He was a Major General with
two stars and in charge of our Division. He had participated in World War I, so he had combat
experience. In the meantime, the Marines had a General by the name of Holland M. Smith
[nickname of Howlin' Mad]. Both Generals, both with the last name of Smith! So the Marine
General, who had never been in combat or ever had a bullet fired at him, took a disliking to
our guy. General Holland Smith wanted to run the attack like a football game. Like “hey, these
guys are going too slow”. He wanted to line up the two Divisions us and the Marines together
all the same time going upward.

The Marine tactics were different from ours. The Marines are taught that they almost
impervious to a bullet. They are no different than we are. I mean they are American kids that
put a uniform on but they are so brain-washed they think they are invincible. So they were like
a bull in a china shop BANG! CRASH! POW! [the kids laugh]. They run by the foxholes and
the Japanese shot them in the back. We did not believe in that tactic. The theory that Howlin'
Mad Smith had was if you hit the enemy and get them moving and running away from you,
then you just keep running after them. But he did not say anything about the guys in the
holes.

Whereas the Army's tactics, which go back to the beginning of the United States Army, when
you come up against terrific resistance where you can't move and you are being seen you refer
to your maps. The maps have grid coordinates and you have an artillery observer with you.
The artillery units we had with us would lob shells ahead of our advance. So whenever we ran
into a point on a particular hill, our observer would designate a particular grid line and fire
shells into that area. We even had the Navy firing in that chosen location. So even if you are in
a spot that is defended by ten machine guns, at least you had the coverage of the artillery
shells falling that would knock everything apart.

So what we did was swing to the right and at that time Howlin' Mad Smith got mad at our
General and said “your men are freezing in the foxholes and not moving with our men, you are
done!”. He fired our General on the spot! He replaced him with a fellow by the name of Major
General Sanderford Jarman who was going to be the Saipan Commander after we secured the
island and left. When Jarman came up, he didn't know anything about what the scoop was so
our General briefed him. Jarman asked our General what he would suggest, how can we win
this battle? Smith tells him “well, if we continue going frontally we are in the open, we have
tried that and lost a bunch of men as well as our tank. Let's go to the right, shell that area that
has shrubs and trees. They can't see us and we should be able to take them.” And that is what
we did. So General Jarman followed the same battle plans as our relieved General Smith had
come up with on how to be successful here. [all laugh] We then moved up about two hundred
yards where the plateau had ended and shot across to the other end. In other words, we went
up about six hills, crossed and made contact with our troops coming from the other side. Now
we are on line with both our sides. From that point we went faster than the Marines.

When my wife and I took that trip on the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of Saipan as you see
in my pictures, you could spin around and see in every direction from the top of that hill.
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When you can do that, whoever commands that view is in charge. Another thing the Japanese
had were caves that they had prearranged artillery holds. The hills were loaded with them.
The enemy could wheel out the guns, shoot them, then wheel them back inside. The bad part
was for three days before Saipan was attacked, our Navy had battleships and airplanes
bombed that area. Three days! One of the Commanders of the airplane got shot down in the
lagoon. He survived, was able to get rescued, and gave the intelligence report about the
lagoon's underground obstacles such as our ships running into underwater mines. Anyhow,
my Company went ahead and moved along swinging to the left. We hit a place called Tanapag
Harbor which is where the Japanese had their seaplane base. We cleaned that area out and
preceded to move up. By that time the island is getting narrow so it was our Division and the
4th Marine Division who stayed there while we went up to a certain point and then one
Division took over.

As it were, the Japanese were lead to believe we were going to rape and kill their people, all
kinds of bad things so they were told not to surrender to us, all right? The island was thirteen
miles long from one end to the other and about five miles wide. As we pushed them they
jumped from caves to caves without anyone coming to help them. Incidentally, at that time,
they had General Chuichi Nagumo, remember that name I mentioned earlier? He was the guy
who lead the Japanese forces against Pearl Harbor, they assigned him to their Navel units on
Saipan after he lost the Battle of Midway. Their Imperial Japanese Army Lieutenant General
was Kotoku Sato.

As we are going up against them, the two of them are moving back. Of course, this would be at
night when you can't see them move from the caves versus moving during the day when they
were visible to your soldiers and aircraft. At the point when these Generals knew they were
not going to survive both Nagumo and Sato committed suicide. We found their bodies. As you
can see in that 50th Anniversary Book I brought you can see where they are shooting over
Sato's grave.

So the thing was this, the Japanese did not want to give up because reason number one is they
were taught not to give up. It was considered dishonorable to give up. And reason number two
was when these people got to the end of the island, they had nowhere to run. The northern
end, Marpi Point, was a high precipice, a high cliff where the people were jumping off the edge
committing suicide. Men, women, children, soldiers -everyone.

I mention my brother-in-law was on the USS Neosho which was destroyed in the Battle of the
Coral Sea. He was rescued by a destroyer ship called the USS Waller. He was in the party that
was helping us by shooting from ship to shore. Tony said when they got up to the top of the
island, there were so many bodies floating in the water that their ship was just parting them
aside. It was like breaking a surface of ice. So we did prevail in that battle.

But before we did the Japanese placed a last attack attempt. They had about three thousand
men gyokusai raid. They came with bamboo sticks as weap