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1 MR. RUSSERT: W e l l , thank you 

2 v e r y much f o r t a k i n g time w i t h me toda y t o do t h i s . 

3 MR. LEE: Do what? 

4 MR. RUSSERT: Thank you v e r y much 

5 f o r t a k i n g time w i t h me today. 

6 MR. LEE: I've got a l o t of ti m e . 

7 MR. RUSSERT: Okay. I'm j u s t 

8 g o i n g t o ask you some s i m p l e q u e s t i o n s f i r s t and 

9 w e ' l l get back i n t o war. 

10 INTERVIEW 

11 BY MR. RUSSERT: 

12 Q. I'd f i r s t l i k e t o know i f you can 

13 p l e a s e s t a t e y o u r name f o r me. 

14 A. My name? 

15 Q. Yes. 

16 A. Eugene W. Lee. Do you want 

17 Eugene Lee. 

18 Q. And when and where were you born? 

19 A. Born i n the town of Salina. 

2 0 Q. And -- and what date? 

21 A. March 24th, 1899. 

22 Q. Okay. B e f o r e t h e war d i d you 

23 have any s c h o o l i n g a t a l l ? D i d you go t o s c h o o l 

24 o r --? 
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1 A. Did I have any what? 

2 Q. S c h o o l i n g . D i d you go t o s c h o o l ? 

3 A. Yeah, I went to school, four 

4 years i n high -- high school. And I finished four 

5 years i n the what-do-you-call-it, high school. 

6 Q. B e f o r e t h e war d i d you do any 

7 work o r d i d you go r i g h t from s c h o o l t o war? 

8 A. Yes. I worked for the Syracuse 

9 Lighting Company. I went to work for them when I 

10 was sixteen years old the f i r s t time. 

11 Q. Okay. Why d i d you go i n t o t he 

12 s e r v i c e ? Was i t because of t h e war o r --? 

13 A. Well, I know that when I f i l l e d 

14 out to go the Marines and the war was declared the 

15 7th of A p r i l and I became eighteen i n March 24th so 

16 I was just o l d enough to get i n . 

17 Q. And I know t h e y asked t h i s 

18 q u e s t i o n , but I want t o hear i t on tape. What 

19 s e r v i c e -- what b r a n c h d i d you go i n t o ? 

2 0 A. What branch? 

21 Q. L i k e t he Army, M a r i n e s ? 

22 A. Oh, I just went i n the Marines. 

2 3 That was my favorite, the Marines. 

24 Q. Okay. Where d i d you do yo u r 
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1 t r a i n i n g , what -- was i t i n New York o r --? 

2 A. We didn't do any training. So 

3 they sent us a l l over down to the Philadelphia Navy 

4 Yard and a l l they done was just go ahead and put us 

5 on the r i f l e range. Then a f t e r that we -- we come 

6 back and they put us righ t on board ship. So we 

7 didn't have to go to -- we never trained at Parris 

8 Island. 

9 Q. How was yo u r -- do you remember 

10 the r i d e o ver on the s h i p ? What was the f e e l i n g s 

11 o f y o u r s e l f and the o t h e r --? 

12 A. The what? 

13 Q. What was yo u r f e e l i n g s o r your 

14 a t t i t u d e g o i n g over on the s h i p ? Were you guys 

15 nervou s , were you, you know, e x c i t e d ? 

16 A. Well, yeah, we were thirteen days 

17 going across and I guess i t was a new ship, the 

18 Henderson, the block I was i n and they put us down 

19 i n there where we had to -- took turns on the big 

2 0 wheel steering i t . They t o l d us what to do. 

21 Q. Where were you s t a t i o n e d o v e r s e a s 

22 when you f i r s t got t o l a s t t i m e on l a n d , where d i d 

2 3 you guys land? 

24 A. We landed i n Saint Nazaire and we 
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1 were there, oh, I don't know, two or three days I 

2 guess and then they sort of found a way to put us 

3 on to Digendorf. I guess that i s some -- some 

4 l i t t l e v i l l a g e . And they had us there for training 

5 there for what the trenches were l i k e and so on. 

6 Q. Now t h i s i s -- t h i s i s what, 

7 19 -- 1917, was i t ? When e x a c t l y -- when -- the 

8 war was g o i n g on f o r what, two y e a r s o r more? 

9 B r i t a i n was i n t h e war -- the B r i t i s h was i n the 

10 war f o r two y e a r s b e f o r e you a c t u a l l y went over. 

11 So was t h e war a l r e a d y i n p r o g r e s s ? R i g h t ? 

12 A. Yeah. Well, we went over right 

13 away and the -- the way we spent our time was i n 

14 t h i s l i t t l e town, I guess i t was Lenendorf that was 

15 the place where we were at. Digendorf i s where we 

16 were i n Germany. 

17 Q. You had camps o v e r t h e r e o r 

18 s t a y -- d i d t h e y have -- d i d t h e y have b a r r a c k s , I 

19 guess, o r d i d you s t a y i n t e n t s ? 

2 0 A. No. We didn't have we didn't 

21 have any barracks. We -- I -- well, I guess when 

22 you're staying i n a -- some of us i n an old barn 

23 where we were -- we were t r a i n i n g -- tra i n i n g there 

24 for the French war, but --. 
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1 Q. Going back a few y e a r s , what was 

2 you r r e a c t i o n o r America's r e a c t i o n t o the s i n k i n g 

3 of L u s i t a n i a t h a t c o m p e l l e d B r i t a i n i n t o t h e war? 

4 A. Did I what? 

5 Q. The s i n k i n g of the -- of the s h i p 

6 L u s i t a n i a when the Germans sunk t h a t i n 1915, you 

7 know what I'm t a l k i n g about, t he -- the l a r g e s h i p 

8 t h a t k i l l e d l i k e a hundred and t h i r t y Americans and 

9 t h a t k i n d of had the -- s e t f o r t h p o s s i b l y i n 

10 b r i n g i n g us i n the War. Was t h e r e any f e e l i n g s , 

11 any a n t i c i p a t i o n t h a t you guys might be g o i n g t o 

12 war when t h a t s h i p was sunk? 

13 A. I don't know. I was always -- I 

14 was I went over for the Marines and my Ship. 

15 Q. Okay. 

16 A. And when war was -- war was 

17 declared I was I just t o l d them I was going save 

18 the world. 

19 Q. What -- what were t h e f e e l i n g s 

2 0 toward German Americans back then? I -- I r e a d 

21 somewhere t h a t A m erica d u r i n g t h e war a l o t o f l i k e 

22 German f o o d was changed l i k e t h e -- t h e s a u e r k r a u t 

23 was changed, the name of t h a t , and c e r t a i n German 

24 f o o d w i t h names l i k e L i b b y Gerber o r th e hamburger 
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1 and what was the f e e l i n g s towards German Americans 

2 back then? 

3 A. At that time, well, they -- we 

4 had a l o t of Germans r i g h t i n our own company. 

5 Q. What -- what were your -- what 

6 was i t l i k e f i g h t i n g y o u r -- d i d th e y have I 

7 mean I'm -- I'm s u r e t h e i r -- t h e i r p a t r i o t i s m 

8 toward America was g r e a t , but d i d people i n yo u r 

9 own company l o o k a t them d i f f e r e n t l y because t h e y 

10 were Germans, o r d i d t h e y t r e a t them l i k e any o t h e r 

11 s o l d i e r ? 

12 A. Well, I don't know what they 

13 though I accord them. 

14 Q. What -- what were the c o n d i t i o n s 

15 l i k e ? What was l i k e t h e weather o r t h e f o o d you 

16 a t e , s t u f f l i k e t h a t , when you're o v e r i n France? 

17 What --? 

18 A. Over i n France, well, we had so 

19 much corned beef. We had plenty of that and stew. 

2 0 And on holidays we had --we had turkey. I can 

21 remember for one holiday that was after -- aft e r 

22 the war ended we followed the Germans, we had to 

2 3 follow them a l l the way back into Germany. And we 

24 had a holiday i n Luxembourg. We had -- that was i n 
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1 November. 

2 Q. How about -- how about y o u r 

3 water, was t h e r e p l e n t y of d r i n k i n g water o r how 

4 d i d you get water f o r a l l the men? 

5 A. Well # we -- we had water they'd 

6 bring up when we had our canteens, you know, but 

7 when we stopped anyplace that had -- they got some 

8 water i n these big tanks and we could -- they 

9 doctored the water up anyway. So we always had our 

10 canteens f i l l e d with water. 

11 Q. So d i d you have p l e n t y of water 

12 o r were you r a t i o n e d so much water? 

13 A. Well, we had -- we never had to 

14 worry about water. We got water from somewhere 

15 anyway. 

16 Q. How much c o n t a c t d i d you have 

17 w i t h y o u r f a m i l y back and f o r t h ? How o f t e n would 

18 you r e c e i v e l e t t e r s o r send l e t t e r s t o y o u r f a m i l y ? 

19 A. Well, I got l e t t e r s long while. 

2 0 I never -- afte r I l e f t home I never got back home 

21 again u n t i l i t was a l l over. That was -- I never 

22 had any furlough or anything l i k e that. 

2 3 Q. Now -- now you fou g h t i n t h e s e 

24 t r e n c h e s , what were t h e -- what were t h e c o n d i t i o n s 
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1 l i k e i n the t r e n c h e s ? 

2 A. There wasn't much to i t , great 

3 big -- big trenches there that they had walked --

4 they had the boards down there and a l l we done was 

5 we we just --we didn't do anything. They just 

6 sent us i n there and nothing to do and they -- once 

7 i n a while you'd hear a -- there wasn't any r e a l 

8 f i g h t i n g we had i n the enrolled i n the trenches, i t 

9 was just that what i t was l i k e I guess. And you 

10 had to be careful because more often then they had 

11 planks down i n there that you didn't get off on the 

12 plank. It was muddy down i n there, walking and 

13 they -- just once i n a while the Germans might 

14 throw over a few s h e l l s and that's what our -- our 

15 news guy got. 

16 So not much fi g h t i n g i n that war 

17 when we was there. I t was a f t e r -- af t e r we l e f t 

18 the trenches they took us back into a rest area for 

19 a while and then we wasn't there very long. 

2 0 And then they loaded us i n trucks 

21 and moved us. We didn't know where we were going, 

22 so when we -- we found out a f t e r we got out. 

2 3 That's when they marched -- they marched us -- we 

24 had to march up and that was one carry messages 



1 they come i n bags, walking back, and whatever they 

2 could carry, and they had dogs carts and carrying 

3 i t on ahead. And there was one French soldier 

4 there that come along. He was going back and he 

5 says "Locale dives." That's a l l he said. Well, 

6 we -- that•s when they marched us. They only 

7 marched us up so far and t h a t 1 s when we -- when --

8 when B e l l a Woods took place. They got us up there 

9 and spread us out i n formation. 

10 Q. How d i d you f e e l a t B e l l a Woods? 

11 Were you --

12 A. And 

13 Q. s c a r e d a t B e l l a Woods o r were 

14 you --? 

15 A. Huh? 

16 Q. Oh, I'm s o r r y . J u s t r e l a x . 

17 Okay. Go ahead. C o n t i n u e w i t h y our s t o r y about 

18 B e l l a Woods. 

19 A. Well, they spread us out i n 

2 0 formation and then they -- we saw these war 

21 brothers and up ahead was the woods. We didn't 

22 know what i t was t i l l we started -- started about 

23 that. Then the the both squads, the f i r s t squad 

24 had started ahead and f i r e d and they was f i r i n g a l l 
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1 the while. They -- they couldn't see us, they were 

2 just trying to make a screen for us. And we went 

3 i n waves, you know, i n four waves. We walked i n 

4 waves. The f i r s t wave went so far and they were 

5 scattering. They couldn't see anything, but they 

6 were trying to f i r e just f i r i n g along the edge 

7 of the woods i n the woods there and that. And 

8 then -- and they l a i d down and then the next wave 

9 come along and leaped over them. And that's the 

10 way we done. They'd go on and then the next wave 

11 and they were shooting a l l the while to t r y to --

12 we couldn't see -- see anybody i n the woods, but 

13 they machine guns there and f i r i n g at us. And 

14 f i n a l l y we worked our way into the woods. And 

15 that's when the r e a l f i g h t i n g took place. They got 

16 us i n the act. 

17 And we didn't have any a r t i l l e r y 

18 f i r e for us of course because i t was coming up i n 

19 back of us. And the Germans was following and boy, 

2 0 they had the back up, on account of t h e i r own guns 

21 we got -- got to the woods and then i t was just man 

22 for man, even i n there and they f i n a l l y drove --

2 3 they drove them r i g h t out of the woods and they 

24 got -- they got way back on a -- well, I don't 



1 know, but when we got them out of the woods we 

2 had we dug i n foxholes there. They had to 

3 wait -- no, a c t u a l l y we we b u i l t them up, but we 

4 had to wait for our own a r t i l l e r y to come up and 

5 back us up too. 

6 I was -- l e t ' s see --. 

7 Q. Now Mr. Lee, you r e c e i v e d your 

8 P u r p l e H e a r t and yo u r S i l v e r S t a r a t B e l l a Woods? 

9 A. Yeah. I got way oh, right 

10 along there -- just ruptured, cut i t open along --

11 somewhere along there. And of course they had 

12 t h i s -- at that time then they got back and they 

13 put us i n a truck and -- l e t ' s see, how do I 

14 explain that. We got back on trucks they moved us 

15 anyway. 

16 Probably they were h i t -- some of 

17 them were h i t bad. I was just -- just lucky. It 

18 just grazed me, well, yet somewhere along there 

19 somewhere. And they took us to Paris where some of 

2 0 the wounded were. We was there overnight i n tents 

21 i n Paris and that night you could hear them -- you 

22 could hear weapons come -- come over. And of 

23 course there was a l l kind of gunfire, the French 

24 f i r i n g at them. They moved us down to Bordeaux 
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1 afterwards there. That part there's a hospital 

2 down there. There were some hospitals. 

3 Q. So how -- how d i d you get the 

4 S i l v e r S t a r ? 

5 A . I don't know. I don't know why 

6 they gave me this S i l v e r Star. 

7 Q. D i d you h e l p -- d i d you h e l p p u l l 

8 M a r i n e s --? 

9 A. Huh? 

10 Q. D i d you h e l p p u l l some of 

11 your --? 

12 A. Oh, God, yes. That was just 

13 B e l l a Woods there helping. They had a Navy medic 

14 aide that was from the Navy. They asked me to help 

15 carry some of the wounded back, get them back away 

16 from the l i n e and then go back again. We was 

17 carrying wounded out. Plus there was s h e l l s coming 

18 over pepper spraying around there. And l e t ' s 

19 see -- I don't know why they gave me t h i s S i l v e r 

2 0 Star. They had to give i t to somebody. 

21 Q. D i d -- d i d you e v e r get i n 

22 t r o u b l e w h i l e over t h e r e ? 

23 A. In trouble? 

24 Q. You know, l i k e -- l i k e -- l i k e 



1 j u s t you and your b u d d i e s ? 

2 A. Well, I already said when I got 

3 i n i t was afte r they were going to send this 

4 back to our company from the hospital, so the kid I 

5 got acquainted with down there and we got on on 

6 the t r a i n or were supposed to get on the t r a i n and 

7 we d i d n 1 t . He got i n a -- he got i n a craps game 

8 and I -- I don 11 know how much he -- he won about 

9 six or seven hundred francs. And he was a Marine 

10 out of Pittsburgh and when I got acquainted with 

11 him i n the hosp i t a l . He says what do you say we go 

12 out and have a good time one night. And I t o l d him 

13 I didn't have any any money. He says I got 

14 some. So they so he gets on the t r a i n . When 

15 they get on there was a camp -- there was a l o t of 

16 Frenchmen i n a camp righ t near there. When they 

17 got on the t r a i n we got over i n the French were, 

18 the French were, and -- and we didn't get on the 

19 t r a i n . We were mixing with them Frenchmen over 

2 0 there t i l l the t r a i n p u l l e d out. Then -- then 

21 afterwards we went around Paris there having a good 

22 time. And we run out of money and we went -- we 

23 both had pay -- pay -- back pay coming and we found 

24 a Marine Headquarters there i n Paris there and we 
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1 went up and asked them because we'd run out of 

2 money. And they give two hundred and f i f t y francs 

3 to each of us that we had on the books there 

4 anyway. Oh --. 

5 Q. What -- what d i d you do w i t h t h e 

6 money t h a t you got? 

7 A. went around having a good time 

8 i n Paris, everything. We went up to Big tower 

9 E i f f e l Tower and went around. When we went back we 

10 went -- the Marines had headquarters there and we 

11 went --we stopped i n there and I asked them as 

12 luck would have i t there was a l i t t l e Gentleman i n 

13 there that this other fellow was from the 5th 

14 Regiment and he knew him and he give us two hundred 

15 and f i f t y francs apiece. 

16 And when that was -- when that 

17 run out we got on a t r a i n . We didn't know where we 

18 was going, just to get out of Paris. And then i t 

19 stopped someplace i n Orleans stopped. And we 

2 0 wanted to get -- get out to -- to buy something 

21 there and they had M.P.'s along there and they come 

22 along and stopped us. They wanted to look at our 

2 3 pass and we didn't have any. So they arrested us, 

24 put i s i n that b r i g there. But we was only i n 



1 there a couple of days and they -- they took me 

2 with one fellow, he was i n the 6th Regiment, and 

3 then t o l d me I had -- they're sending me back. 

4 They sent one an escort, an 

5 M.P. back with me. And l e t ' s see, we had to -- we 

6 had to get on a t r a i n to go back and we had to stop 

7 overnight somewhere. And I -- I woke him up, I 

8 t o l d him I wanted to go to the head. He said well, 

9 go ahead. He didn't go -- go with me. He -- he 

10 knew I wasn't going to go anywhere. So I come back 

11 and he took me back to the -- to my company. They 

12 were just getting ready for the -- for the drive, 

13 for the Arrogon drive. He took me back and -- and 

14 to the sergeant major there. They said -- he said 

15 well, he said I'm going to put him i n the b r i g . He 

16 said we haven't got any b r i g . He said well, 

17 there's not any brigs. Well, they -- well, they 

18 put a corporal there, you know, how do -- how do 

19 they c a l l i t again, the corporal was --. 

2 0 Q. C o r p o r a l of t h e guard? 

21 A. They -- they have -- when they 

22 had to take me back under one of these one of 

23 the M.P.'s, but they got me back to headquarters 

24 where the -- as I say, they were getting ready for 
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1 that big drive and they said to put him i n the 

2 b r i g . And they said they didn't have any brigs, 

3 but they had got a l o t of new men i n the -- new men 

4 i n the company, a l o t of new ones that had never 

5 been up to the front and what do they do, they put 

6 me i n charge of a squad and I was s t i l l under 

7 arrest. And they put me i n charge of a squad. 

8 And while I was saying I had I 

9 had that for as long as -- as long as -- l e t ' s see, 

10 well, i t was was the l a s t drive. How did they 

11 get --? 

12 Well, as I say, they put me i n --

13 they got a l o t of new men i n the company while I 

14 was there and they give me charge of the squad. 

15 But anyway that's the I'm trying to think. It's 

16 mixed up. Anyway, they got us up --. 

17 Q. You d i d n ' t see --? 

18 A. Huh? 

19 Q. Okay. Go ahead. I'm s o r r y . 

20 A. It seems to me I'm missing 

21 something. But anyway, I know that we -- we was up 

22 there -- I was the up on the Aragon drive, that 

23 was that's when the war ended, but they got --

24 got us up the -- I'm -- I'm mixed up on i t some 



1 way. I -- I can remember i t was righ t up near 

2 the near the front there. 

3 Q. Good t h i n g I --? 

4 A. I'm -- I'm -- I'm trying to 

5 figure out how we got there. 

6 Q. So you ended up a t Weise R i v e r 

7 and t h a t ' s where t h e y d i d t h a t peace s i g n i n g ? 

8 A. Yeah. Well, I forget there was a 

9 couple of other drives we -- they made going up 

10 t i l l we got up and I'm -- I'm thinking of the night 

11 of the 10th. I forgot how I got there. I t was 

12 we was waiting for night and I know that. And you 

13 sat back there --. 

14 Q. Where --? 

15 A. We was up to the r i v e r that's 

16 when the war was ended. That's the l a s t night, 

17 that night had to get the couple of other drives 

18 that they had to get up there, but I'm thinking of 

19 November the 10th and at night we had to march down 

2 0 to the r i v e r . They had a pontoons across the r i v e r 

21 and we -- we crossed the r i v e r and probably i t was 

22 going to be the l a s t night of the war. And we 

23 crossed that and they spread us out along the 

24 r i v e r r i v e r bank, spread us out. 
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1 So once i n a while the Germans 

2 would throw over a they'd s h e l l us a l l and one 

3 of them landed i n the r i v e r out there and one of 

4 the best buddies I had there, he got k i l l e d that 

5 night. I t was one of them she l l s landing i n the 

6 r i v e r . 

7 In the morning we -- we were a l l 

8 scattered out along the front and i t comes morning, 

9 i t was a nice sunny day and a big f i e l d s a l l the 

10 way up i n front of us. But nobody would f i r e . We 

11 didn't f i r e our r i f l e s once aft e r we got across 

12 there. 

13 And i t comes -- well, i t comes 

14 around a couple hours we are having an attack and 

15 to give the word cease f i r e a l l the way. And just 

16 as -- and then i t was a few minutes a f t e r eleven we 

17 looked up there and we see a -- well, we i t was 

18 the German O f f i c e r came out from with the white 

19 flags with an aide with them. They started walking 

20 down and there we had a lieutenant along there, he 

21 walks out a ways and up there to -- to meet them. 

22 And by that time when they did the t a l k i n g there 

23 the German so l d i e r s come walking down that h i l l 

24 there and our and a l l of our fellows got up out 
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the -- up there and actually got mixed mixed 

mixed up with Americans. And some of them speak 

English just l i k e some of our fellows could speak 

German. And i f they couldn't they -- we got along, 

traded souvenirs with them and giving them smokes 

there. That's the way that we celebrated Armistice 

Day. It was a -- a --. 

Q. How l o n g -- how l o n g a f t e r t h a t 

day b e f o r e you went home? How many days o r months 

a f t e r t he s i g n i n g d i d you go back? 

A. That I got home? 

Yes. 

Oh - - . 

U n t i l you got home 

About nine months. 

Q. Nine months? 

A. After that they -- the next day 

they -- well, at night we had camp f i r e s anyway and 

the next day they wanted -- they give us the honor 

of following the German Army back into Germany. We 

had to follow i n back of them every day. And 

during that day i t comes Thanksgiving Day and we 

was i n Luxembourg. That's where we had our turkey 

dinner too. I had gotten into Germany there, I 



I was there nine months. 

Q. Now was t h a t w i t h a German f a m i l y 

you had the t u r k e y ? 

A. No. We had our own. That was i n 

Luxembourg we had the turkey. We were following 

the Germans back and they brought us back and they 

put -- they brought us to this l i t t l e town i n 

Digendorf. They took the men and put so many men 

in the Hollows and the Germans there the way the 

the house I was i n they put me i n one room we had 

and Top Sergeant had another big room i n the house 

I was i n . I never I didn't see him. Well, I 

saw him every day, but not i n the house there. 

And the -- of course the Germans 

were now having the best time, they were kind of 

shy of us. They didn't know what would do there 

was no time. Everybody of course we had to go 

out, we had to our -- have our gun with us a l l the 

while. And afterwards we got to know them and we 

di d n 1 t have -- we never had to carry any guns 

anymore. So we went out and waited. 

Q. Now how about t h e tim e you 

went -- how about t h e time you went deer h u n t i n g ? 

A. Pardon? 
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1 Q. How about the time t h a t you went 

2 deer h u n t i n g ? 

3 A. Oh. Well, the house I stayed i n 

4 was right up at the end of this l i t t l e v i l l a g e , 

5 nothing there was woods. Yes, I walked up -- I 

6 used to go up there and every day I walked up i n 

7 there to see deer. And we was allowed to shoot 

8 wild boar or anything, but we wasn't allowed to 

9 shoot deer. But this time I took my r i f l e with me 

10 and I walked up i n the woods there and oh, probably 

11 a mile up i n there. A l l of a sudden I spotted --

12 there were three deer there and I just saw one 

13 there I shot and I knocked him dead so I went up 

14 and see that i t was a l l right and I -- I got out of 

15 there then. I moved some branches over the deer 

16 and I went back down to the camp there and I got a 

17 fellow, t o l d him what I did. And he -- he went 

18 with me and we got the deer and brought i t back --

19 back down. I t was easy because where I -- I didn't 

2 0 have to walk through the v i l l a g e , I come right down 

21 through the woods into this house and i t was back 

22 there. And the -- the old man that was i n the --

23 i n the house there, we pulled the deer down, he 

24 took i t , took us down c e l l a r and that's -- the next 



1 night or the next night the German woman cooked up 

2 this steaks and we -- of course i t was hard for 

3 them to get any -- any l i k e that at that time. And 

4 we had this big dinner. That was a l l we -- we 

5 don't want anymore or wanted to give i t to them 

6 people, l e t them have the meat. 

7 Let's see. But as I say, aft e r 

8 we got acquainted with the German people there we 

9 got so we didn't even have to carry any guns 

10 anymore. And we we act u a l l y had -- i n fact we 

11 didn't even -- that was the easiest time I had when 

12 I was i n the service. We had the playground and 

13 played baseball and and would get on a --

14 there's a l i t t l e t r o l l e y there that run over to see 

15 the buoys on the Rhine River and we could -- well, 

16 you might say about f i v e -- f i v e miles over -- f i v e 

17 or six miles over, but we'd ride on the t r o l l e y . 

18 You could actually go over there every day i f we 

19 wanted to. I'd go over and they had a nice place 

20 l i k e a Y.M.C.A. with a dandy swimming pool i n 

21 there. Go over there and -- and there's always a 

22 bunch going over that was a l l we had to do was 

23 be back and have r o l l c a l l i n the morning. 

24 Q. Were t h e r e any parades when you 
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1 got back home f o r you o r any c e l e b r a t i o n s ? 

2 A. No. I was r e a l l y only stationed 

3 over there nine months. When I got home --. 
4 Q. Were t h e r e -- were t h e r e any 

5 parades i n Europe? 

6 A. Any parties? 

7 Q. Parades. 

8 A. Marines? 

9 Q. Parades, l i k e c e l e b r a t i o n s . 

10 A. No. No. We -- l e t ' s see, i t 

11 was 

12 Q. Were t h e r e any parades i n Europe? 

13 A. Yes, and I'm trying to remember 

14 how the d e v i l I got i n them. We paraded i n --. 

15 Q. The -- t h e -- the v i c t o r y parade? 

16 A. Paraded i n the -- i n Paris and 

17 London, i n New York and Philadelphia I think i t 

18 was. We paraded afterwards, after we got -- I 

19 don't know how --. 

2 0 Q. When -- when -- when you 

21 r e t u r n e d --? 

22 A. Huh? 

23 Q. When you r e t u r n e d from t h e war 

24 d i d y o u r mother come and meet you? 



1 A. Yeah. It was i t was down 

2 around Long Island i s where we were stationed. I 

3 forget the name of the place. And they give me a 

4 pass there. My uncle l i v e d i n New Rochelle and 

5 I I got a pass to go up there to New Rochelle 

6 and see him. And I t o l d him when I was going to 

7 get out, when we were going to get discharged and 

8 what he'd do i s he'd c a l l my mother up. And when I 

9 was discharged I come back, I had to l d him I was 

10 going to stop there again, and I come back and my 

11 mother was -- was there to meet me. But --. 

12 Q. And t h e n you came home a f t e r 

13 t h a t ? 

14 A. Huh? 

15 Q. And t h e n you came home a f t e r 

16 t h a t ? 

17 A. Well, I was -- I met her, but I 

18 wasn't -- I had to go back to get the discharge. 

19 And a l l of a sudden a f t e r a f t e r I got -- I t o l d 

2 0 my uncle I ' l l come back and we got the t r a i n and 

21 went to Syracuse. And that was the f i r s t time I 

22 got home since the time I e n l i s t e d . 

23 Q. How about -- how about t h e ch u r c h 

24 b e l l s r i n g i n g ? D i d you hear about t h e c h u r c h 
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1 b e l l s ? 

2 A. Yeah, I guess they did have 

3 the -- even Liverpool was small, you know, and 

4 they -- somebody rang the f i r e b e l l s . Those were 

5 the times. 

6 Q. V e t e r a n s -- V e t e r a n s Day i s 

7 c e l e b r a t e d on November 11th, the a n n i v e r s a r y --. 

8 A. The what? 

9 Q. V e t e r a n s Day i s c e l e b r a t e d e v e r y 

10 y e a r on November 1 1 t h because of the peace s i g n i n g 

11 i n WW I . What does V e t e r a n s Day mean t o you? I s 

12 i t more s p e c i a l o r -- o r --? 

13 A. Veterans Day? 

14 Q. Yes. 

15 A. Oh yeah. Well, I think that 

16 November the 11th I ' l l always -- I ' l l always think 

17 of the way we celebrated i t . Like people had 

18 dances and so we celebrated with the German 

19 s o l d i e r s . And once the war was over they wanted to 

20 get over just as well as we did. 

21 Q. What -- what -- what makes you 

22 proud t o be an American? What -- what i s s p e c i a l 

23 about A m e r i c a t o you? 

24 A. America? Well, i t -- I'd l i k e to 
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1 think that to a l l these other countries we are a 

2 free country. But a l l the r e s t r i c t i o n s they're 

3 putting on the people today I don't know whether 

4 i t ' s free or not. They're starting to s t i f f you 

5 for everything. 

6 Q. So what -- what d i f f e r e n c e s do 

7 you see l i k e i n t h i s c o u n t r y today as compared t o 

8 when you were growing up, the r e s t r i c t i o n s and 

9 s t u f f o r -- o r l i k e what -- what i s d i f f e r e n t today 

10 t h a n back when you were l i k e my age? 

11 A. Well well -- well, we are free 

12 people and we -- boy, every time we turn around now 

13 they're r e s t r i c t i n g us for something, some new law. 

14 They can't make enough laws now to but i t ' s 

15 s t i l l i t ' s s t i l l the best country though. 

16 Q. P e r s o n a l f o r me, my daug h t e r i s 

17 two y e a r s o l d , she was b o r n one hundred y e a r s a f t e r 

18 you were b o r n . What k i n d of l i f e can you g i v e 

19 somebody of h e r age l i k e f o r l i f e , l i k e what --

2 0 what would you say t o h e r a hundred y e a r s s i n c e she 

21 was bor n , what -- what -- what would you l i k e t o 

22 say t o h e r i f you c o u l d t e l l h e r something t o l i k e 

23 about l i f e o r about -- about l i v i n g l i f e ? 

24 A. Well, I don't know. Let's see. 



1 Q. D i d you un d e r s t a n d me? My 

2 daughter -- my daughter i s one hundred y e a r s 

3 younger t h a n you. I n a l l your y e a r s of e x p e r i e n c e s 

4 what -- what s i m p l e a d v i c e o r what k i n d of a d v i c e 

5 c o u l d you g i v e h e r about -- about l i v i n g I guess? 

6 A. Oh, gee, that would be hard. 

7 Just -- I don't know what to t e l l her, to do what 

8 her father and mother does. Today you would give 

9 her the best advice. 

10 Q. I f -- i f you had a w i s h of how we 

11 c o u l d make our younger g e n e r a t i o n more 

12 knowledgeable o r more r e s p e c t f u l of t h e p a s t of 

13 t h e s e wars how would you do i t ? How would you make 

14 t h e s e -- the new g e n e r a t i o n ahead o f us remember? 

15 A. What to do --? 

16 Q. What t o do o r how t o -- o r how t o 

17 remember t h o s e who made t h e c o u n t r y f r e e from World 

18 I and from WW I I and on? How do we -- how -- how 

19 would you -- what would y o u r w i s h be f o r t h e new 

2 0 g e n e r a t i o n s t o remember men l i k e you and women who 

21 made t h i s c o u n t r y f r e e ? 

22 A. Have to ask questions and to 

23 answer how -- one of the best things i s the people 

24 could. 
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1 Q. What -- i f you had one w i s h how 

2 do we make t o d a y ' s young people remember war 

3 v e t e r a n s , remember what was s a c r i f i c e d i n t h e wars? 

4 How do we make young g e n e r a t i o n s remember t h a t ? 

5 A. Let's see. That's a hard 

6 question to ask. 

7 Q. Okay. What -- what -- what would 

8 you do t h a t ' s g o i n g t o make people remember? 

9 A. To make them remember? 

10 Q. To remember the s a c r i f i c e s t h a t 

11 our v e t e r a n s have gone thro u g h . 

12 A. Well, Memorial Day i s one of the 

13 big good days. Just -- just -- just t r y to t e l l 

14 them what to do, t e l l them -- t e l l them to lay off 

15 the dope for one thing. But just -- just t e l l them 

16 to follow t h e i r mother and father, do what they 

17 say. 

18 Q. I s t h e r e a n y t h i n g e l s e you want 

19 t o add about y o u r e x p e r i e n c e s o r about A m e r i c a , 

2 0 a n y t h i n g e l s e t h a t you want t o share w i t h us? 

21 A. Well, there's l o t s of things that 

22 I could think of, but I -- follow the law i s the 

2 3 best thing and to lay off -- lay off that dope. 

24 That's the one thing that could rui n a young kid. 
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1 MR. RUSSERT: W e l l , I thank you 

2 so much t o i t ' s been my deepest honor f o r me t o 

3 i n t e r v i e w you. I a p p r e c i a t e i t v e r y much. Thank 

4 you. 

5 MR. LEE: W e l l , I ' l l t e l l you the 

6 b e s t I can. 

7 MR. RUSSERT: I t was w o n d e r f u l . 

8 MR. LEE: Okay. 

9 MR. RUSSERT: A v e r y deep honor 

10 f o r me t o i n t e r v i e w you. Thank you so much. 

11 (The i n t e r v i e w concluded) 
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T h i s i s a t r a n s c r i p t i o n of the a u d i o 

p r o v i d e d t o us. I t i s completed t o t h e b e s t of our 

s k i l l and a b i l i t y . The t r a n s c r i p t c o n s i s t s of 

pages 1 t h r o u g h 3 0 i n c l u s i v e . 

d i t h S p r i g g s 

A s s o c i a t e d R e p o r t e r s I n t 1 1 . , Inc 
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