WORLD WAR 11

OFFICIAL COMBAT RECORD

OF THE

802nd TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

JULY 1944 — APRIL 1945

8 0 2 n d T a n Kk D e s tr oy e r

Battalion Veterans Association
1946 - 2000 PLUS
1941 -NORMANDY"' 19 45

NOUTHERN CENTRAL
FRANCE EUROPE

RHINELAND



DEDICATION

THIS COMBAT HISTORY OF THE 802nd TANK DESTROYER BATTALION IS
DEDICATED TO ALL THOSE WHO SERVED, AT ANY TIMS, IN OUR BATTALION
DURING THE YEARS 1941 THRU 1945. SOME SERVED AND WERE SENT OUT TO
FORM OTHER TANK DESTROYER BATTALIONS. SOME WENT ON TO SERVE IN
OTHER BRANCHES OF THE ARMED FORCES, THE REST OF US STAYED AND
SERVED TOGETHER AS A UNIT THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WAR.

WE ESPECIALLY DEDICATE THIS MANUSCRIPT TO THOSE OF US WHO GAVE
THEIR LIVES, AND TO THOSE WHO SUFFERED WOUNDS, WHILE WE FOUGHT TO
PRESERVE THE FREEDOMS WE SO CHERISH.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMANDER, OFFICERS, AND MEMBERS OF THE 602nd
TANK DESTROYER BATTALION VETERANS ASSOCIATION WE WISH TO EXTEND
OUR DEEPEST THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO COLONEL HARRY G. HUPPERT
WHOSE EFFORTS ON OUR BEHALF MADE POSSIBLE TEIS MANUSCRIPT.

COLONEL HUPPERT EXPENDED A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF HIS TIME AND
ENERGY IN RE—-SEARCHING THE MATERIAL FOUND IN THIS MANUSCRIPT. HE
VISITED THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES RECORD CENTER IN SUITLAND, MARYLAND.
POURED THRU COUNTLESS VOLUMES OF AFTER ACTION REPORTS, STAFF
JOURNALS, AND UNIT HISTORIES. THESE RECORDS ARE BASED UPON TKE
DAILY MORNING REPORTS SUBMITTED BY EACH COMPANY. WE ALL KNOW THAT
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY AND THE MEDICAL DETACHMENT SERVED ES5UALLY AS
WELL AS THE LINE COMPANIES, BUT FOR SOME REASON THEY WERE NOT
INCLUDED IN THE ABOVE RECORDS.

OTHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION.. "EISENHOWER" BY DAVID EISENHOWER..
"A GENERAL'S LIFE" BY GENERAL 0. M. BRADELY.."PATTON PAPERS 11" AND
"BREAKOUT AND PURSUIT" BY M. BLUMESON.

THE FOLLOWING PAGES CONTAIN THE KEYNOTE ADDRESS GIVEN BY COLONEL
HUPPERT AT OUR REUNION HELD AT VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA, KAY 1st,
2nd AND 3rd, 1987. THANK YOU COLONEL HUPPERT FOR A JOB WELL DONE.



A FEW OF THE REASONS THAT YOU CAME TO THIS REUNION ARE TO REWEW OLD
FRIENDSHIPS, TELL OLD WAR STORIES, AND, ABOVE ALL, TO HAVE A GOOD
TIME WITH PEOPLE YOU SPENT 3, 4, OR 5 YEARS WITH, SOMETIMES IN MOST
UNUSAL AND DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES.

THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT EVERYBODY HAS MET EVERYBODY ELSE....IT IS
OBVIOUS THAT EVERYBODY IS HAVING A GOOD TIME - BUT WHAT ABOUT THE
OLD STORIES? AS TIME GOES BY ....OVER 42 YEARS....IT IS ONLY NATURAL
THAT MEMORIES, FACTS, AND REMEMBERANCES BECOME SOMEWHAT FADED AND
CLOUDY, SO LET US " LOOK INTO THE PAST " AND RELIVE A FEW OF THE OLD
WAR STORIES. SOME OF YOU WILL WISH TO KNOW, AFTER ALL THIS TIME HOW
CAN WE » LOOK INTO THE PAST " WITH ANY DEGREE OF ACCURACY? ARMY
REGULATIONS REQUIRE THAT EACH UNIT IN COMBAT SUBMIT MONTHLY REPORTS
TO HIGHER HEADQUARTERS CONCERING THE UNITS ACTIONS. THESE ARE KNOWN
AS » AFTER ACTION REPORTS ". THESE REPORTS ARE NOW FILLED IN THE
NATIONAL ARCHIVES, WASHINGTON,D.C., AND HAVE BEEN DECLASSIFIED.

ALTHOUGH THE BATTALION'S WERE, FOR THE GREAT MAJORITY OF THE TIMS,
ATTACHED TO VARIOUS OTHER UNITS, THE BATTALION HEADQUARTERS PREPARED
THESE DETAILED REPORTS DEPICTING THE OVERALL DAILY ACTIONS OF EACH
802 UNIT. BATTALION HQDS DID AN OUTSTANDING JOB. THUS THE.
INFORMATION YOU ARE ABOUT TO HEAR IS THE OFFICIAL COMBAT HISTORY CF
THE BATTALION.

AS EACH ONE OF YOU JUST KNEW ABOUT YOUR OWN PLATOON OR COMPANY
ACTIVITIES, THIS MY BE THE FIRST TIME THAT YOU HAVE 3EEN EXFOSED TO
THE » BATTALION'S BIG PICTURE ". YOU WILL BE EXTREMELY PROUD OF WHAT
YOU AND YOUR BUDDIES ACCOMPLISHED IN COMBAT.

THE MAIN BODY OF THE BATTALION EMBARKED FROM ENGLAND JUST BEFORE
MIDNIGHT ON JUNE 29, 19kh't AND CAME ASHORE IN FRANCE A LITTLE BEFORE
NOON ON JULY 1st. ACCORDING TO THE ARMY CALENDER THIS WAS D PLUS 25.
IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT COMPANY B AND THE MEDICAL DETACHMENT
LANDED IN FRANCE ONE DAY BEFORE THE MAIN BODY. THE ENTIRE BATTALION
ASSEMBLED IN THE VICINITY OF FOUCASVILLE LATE IN THE AFTERNOON OF

1 JULY.
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ON JULY 3rd THE BATTALION MOVED INTO POSITION IN THE VICINITY OF
CARENTAN, ATTACHED TO THE 83rd, INFANTRY DIVISION. THE WEATHER WAS
TERRIBLE, RAIN, FOG, AND OVERCAST. EARLY ON THE MORNING OF THE 4th OF
JULY YOU CONDUCTED YOUR OWN INDEPENDANCE DAY CELEBRATION BY DUMPING
TONS OF LEAD ON THE GERMAN POSITIONS. NO DOUBT YOUS FIRING HAD
EXCELLENT RESULTS CAUSE JERRY CAME BACK AND KNOCKED OUT TWO HALF TRACK
AND WOUNDED 6 TROOPERS. THIS WAS YOUR INTRODUCTION INTO COMBAT.

JULY 5th AND 6th WERE BAD DAYS. THE BATTALION SUFFERED ITS FIRST 2
MEN KILLED IN ACTION: 21 MORE OF YOU WOUNDED: PLUS THE LOSS OF 2 (JUNS
DUE TO ENEMY ARTILLERY AND MOTAR FIRE. YOU QUICKLY DISCOVERED THAT
FRANCE WAS MUCH DIFFERENT FROM THE LOUISIANNA — CAROLINA MANEUVERS.
HOWEVER, YOU LEARNED FAST. YOU CONTINUED TO EXECUTE A CONSIDERABLE
NUMBER OF BOTH DIRECT AND INDIRECT FIRS MISSIONS........ GO B DESTROYED

2 ENEMY TANKS AND AN AMMO DUMP........ CO A KNOCKED OUT A MACHINE GUN '

EMPLACEMENT........ CO C NEUTRALIZED 2 ENEMY OP'S......... IN JUST A COUPLE OF
HOURS COS A & B FIRED OVER 615 DIRECT ROUNDS........ 2 JERRY POV/s WERE
TAKEN........ HOWEVER, IN THE EARLY HOURS OF A DARK NIGHT A CO C PATROL

WAS AMBUSHED. YOU BROKE OUT OF THE HEDGEROWS ON TKE 25th OF JULY AND
STARTED TO MOVE. ON AUGUST 1st YOU JOINED PATTON'S NEWLY FORMED
THIRD ARMY.

DURING AUGUST THE BATTALION ASSISTED IN THE CAPTURE OF THE ST. KALO
AREA. THIS WAS A VERY ACTIVE TIME. EARLY IN THE MORNING OF AUGUST
8th THE 1st PLATOON, CO A WAS ATTACKED BY A STRONG ENEMY PATROL. THE
JERRIES WERE WEARING OVERCOATS AND WERE SINGING GERMAN SONGS. THEY
APPROACHED WITHIN 30 YARDS OF THE 1st PLATOON'S POSITION, THEY
DISCARDED THEIR OVERCOATS REVEALING AUTOMATIC WEAPONS. WITH POINT
BLANK FIRE THE 1st PLATOON REPULSED THIS ATTACK, CAUSING 39 ENEIi
CAUSALTIES WHILE SUFFERING THE LOSS OF 4 KILLED AND 14 WOUNDED.

11 PRISONERS WERE TAKEN AND, WHEN QUESTIONED STATED THAT THEY WERE A
GROUP OF 50 HANDPICKED PARA TROOPERS OF THE 11th GERMAN REGT. THIS
PATROL, LED BY 1 MAJOR, 2 CAPTAINS, AND 2 LIEUTENANTS HAD THE MISSION
OF DESTROYING CO A's GUNS WHOSE FIRE THE DAY BEFORE HAD BEEN
DEVASTAING THE GERMAN POSITION. THEY FAILED.



LATE IN THE AFTERNOON OF AUGUST 9th THE 3rd PLATOON CO A MOVED THEIR
GUNS WITHIN 30 YARDS OF A GERMAN BLOCKHOUSE AND WITH 50 ROUNDS
DESTROYED IT, KILLING 6 AND CAPTURING 206 GERMANS.

ON THE 10th THRU THE 12th OF AUGUST CO C HAD A BUSY TIME... SOME OF
THE ACTIONS THEY WERE ENGAGED IN WERE...3rd PLATOON, FIRING INTO

ST. MALO DESTROYED k PILL BOXES...CAPTURED 162 GERMANS.. .KNOCKED OUT
A 20mm ACKACK GUN...DESTROYED 2 GUN EMPLACEMENTS AMD AN ARMORED
CARRIER, PLUS REDUCING A FORTIFIED STRONG POINT WITH BAZOOKAS FIRED
FROM LESS THAN 70 YARDS.

DURING THE SAME PERIOD, COMPANIES A & B FIRED ON TARGETS WHICH
INCLUDED ENEMY OPs LOCATED IN CHURCH STEEPLES... GUN EMPLACEMENTS...
AA AND ARTILLERY POSITIONS...RAILROAD GUNS AND TRAINS.

IN JUST 3 DAYS, THE 1/fth, 15th, AND 16th THE BATTALION FIRED A TOTAL
OF 2308 ROUNDS AT TARGETS IN AND AROUND ST. MALO AND THE CIDADEL. YOI
FELLOWS FIRED A ROUND APPROXMATELY EVERY OTHER MINUTE FOR 72 HOURS

STRAIGHT.

RECON COMPANY WAS ON THE MOVE DURING THE ENTIRE MONTH. THEY CONSTRUCT
A BRIDGE IN DINAN...DESTROYED AN AMMO DUMP.. .KILLED 8 UNFSIENDLIES...
DID CONSIDERABLE ZONE AND AREA RECON...SET UP AMBUSHES, ONE WHICH
CAPTURED 16 GERMANS AND 1 WOMAN. HOWEVER, ON AUGUST 23rd THE 2nd
PLATOON WAS AMBUSHED, LOSING 1 KILLED AND 3 WOUNDED.

AS YOU HAVE NOTED, AUGUST WAS A VERY BUSY MONTH. BASED ON THE OFFICI
RECORD, YOU DID AN OUTSTANDING JOB. YOUR EFFORTS WERE RECOGNIZED AS
THE BATTALION RECEIVED ANOTHER LETTER OF COMMENDATION FROM THE
COMMANDING GENERAL, 83rd DIVISION.

SOME OF YOU-KAY BE UP SET TEAT HEADQUARTERS COMPANY AND THE MEDICAL

DETACHMENT HAVE RECEIVED NO CREDIT FOR THEIR COMBAT ACTIVITIES. FOR
SOME UNKOWN REASON NEITHER OF THESE UNITS WERE MENTIONED IN THE "AFT!
ACTION REPORTS". ALL OF US KNOW THAT THE OTHER UNITS OF THE BATTALIC



COULD WOT FUNCTION WITHOUT THE EXCELLENT WORK ACCOMPLISHED BY BOTH
HEADQUARTERS AND MEDICAL PERSONNEL. BOTH OF THESE UNITS CONTRIBUTED
TO THE OVERALL SUCCESS OF THE ENTIRE BATTALION.

SEPTEMBER WAS A VERY FINE MONTH. IN LESS THAN 30 DAYS YOU QUICKLY
ADVANCED FROM ST. MALO ON TKE ATLANTIC ACROSS FRANCE INTO LUXEMBOURG.
IN THE MAIN YOUR DAILY ACTIONS CONSISTED OF RECON A POSITION, MOVE
TO THAT POSITION, JERRY PULLED BACK, YOU RECON ANOTHER POSITION, MOVE
TO THAT POSITION........ OVER AND OVER AGAIN. ON TKE WAY YOU DID SOME
TRAINING, CARE AND CLEANING OF EQUIPMENT...DEFENSE AGAINST GAS
ATTACK...ATTACK ON FORTIFIED TOWNS.. .JUST LIKE STATE SIDE, ONLY THIS
TIME THE TRAINING HAD SOME REAL MEANING.

YOU ARRIVED IN TKE VICINITY OF THE CITY OF LUXEMBOURG ON SEPTEMBER
24th. ON THE 25th THE 3rd PUTOOIT CO A FIRED 3 ROUNDS INTO GERI'IANY...
THAT'S WHAT YOU CAME TO EUROPE FOR...TO DEFEAT GERMANY. DURING THE
EVENING OF THE 28th A PATROL FROM TKE 1st PLATOON RECON CO WAS FIRED
ON BY FRIENDLY UNITS BUT HAD NO CAUSALTIES. ( THAT UNIT COULD NOT
SHOOT LIKE THE TROOPERS OF THE 802 ). THE 29th OF SEPTEMBER SAW THE
1st PLATOON CO A FIRE 42 ROUNDS INTO THE SO CALLED MIGHTY SIEGFRIED
LINE.

DURING OCTOBER YOU' STAYED PUT IN LUXEMBOURG. ALL 3 COMPANIES FIRED
CONSIDERABLE INDIRECT FIRE MISSIONS, ALTHOUGH SOME DAYS THE VISIBILITY
WAS EXTREMELY POOR AS IT RAINED A LOT. ON THE 17th AND 18th THE MUD
WAS SO HEAVY THAT YOU COULD NOT MOVE THE GUNS. ON ANOTHER DAY THE
BATTALION WAS MOBILIZED DUE TO THE ARMY WIDE SHORTAGE OF GASOLINE.
COMPANY B, ON THE 7th OF OCTOBER, WAS ORDERED TO FORM A SEARCH PARTY
AND IN COOPERATION WITH THE LUXEMBOURG POLICE, TO APPREHEND 13
SUSPECTED NAZI COLABORATORS........ RESULTS......... 3 WOMEN ARRESTED AND
CONSIDERABLE GERMAN EQUIPMENT FOUND IN THE HOMES OF THE 13 SUSPECTS.
DURING THE ENTIRE MONTH OF OCTOBER THE RECON COMPANY WAS HELD IN
EMERGENCY RECON RESERVE...HOWEVER, THEY DID ESTABLISH OPs AND CONDUCTEI
NUMEROUS PATROLS FOR THE 83rd DIVISION. ON 20th OF OCTOBER SOME
ALERT GI FROM Q0. C ARRESTED A CIVILIAN WHO WAS TAMPERING WITH TEE
TELEPHONES. HE WAS SEARCHED AND FOUND TO HAVE 30 STICKS OF DYNAMITE



ON HIM. HE SAID THAT HE WAS GOING TO BLOW UP HOUSES TO STOP THE
AMERICAN ADVANCE.

YOU ARE STILL IN LUXEMBOURG IN NOVEMBER. AGAIN, THIS WAS A BUSY
MONTH. DURING THE AFTERNOON OF THE 3rd, THE 2nd PLATOON CO B MOVED
90 YARDS OUT FROM THE WOODS WHERE THEY WERE UNDER COVER...SET UP
THEIR GUMS AND FIRED 120 DIRECT ROUNDS ON ENEMY STRONG POINTS, CAVES,
HOUSES, AND PILLBOXES. THEY MADE SEVERAL DIRECT HITS ON THE CAVES,
CAUSING THE ENTRANCES TO COLLAPSE...THEY COMPLETELY DEMOLISHED TKE
HOUSES AND PILLBOXES. THEY WITHDREW UNDER HEAVY FIRS, TAKING LOSSES
OF 7 KILLED, 2 WOUNDED, AND THE LOSS OF I GUN. OR THE 10th OF

NOVEML R THE WEATHER TURNED VERY BAD BUT THIS DID NOT BOTHER COMPANY
C CAUSE ON THE 11th THEY FIRED 1663 ROUNDS ON GERMAN TROOPS HOLED UP
IN SMALL TOWNS. THAT AFTERNOON THE GERMANS RETURNED COUNTEK3ATT33Y
ON GO C's CP BUT INFLICTED NO CASULITIES. RECON COMPANY WAS BUSY ON
THE 16th WITH PATROLS LOOKING FOR ENEMY SABORTURS WHO WERE
CONCENTRATING ON U S GAS DUMPS. ON THE 18th OF NOVEMBER TKE
BATTALION AS A UNIT, FIRED A TOTAL OF 6321 INDRECT ROUNDS IN A 20
HOUR PERIOD. THIS EQUATES TO ABOUT 316 ROUNDS PER HOU3...03 A LITTLE
OVER 5 ROUNDS PER MINUTE. THIS WAS NOT AN UNUSAL DAY. THE BATTALION
WAS AWARDED BATTLE PARTICIPATION CREDIT FOR THE NORMA' 1Y CAMPAIGN ON
NOVEMBER 27th.

DURING THE FIRST 9 DAYS OF DECEMBER THE UNITS OF THE BATTALION FIRED
A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF DIRECT AND INDIRECT FIRE MISSIONS. BUT FROM
THE 10th THRU THE 15th YOU DID NOT FIRE A ROUND. ON TKE 13th THE
BATTALION WAS ATTACHED TO THE 4th INF DIV. THE MORNING OF THE 16th
OF DECEMBER SAW RECON CO ASSIGNED THE MISSION TO RECON THE ROAD TO
ST. VETH, BELGIUM AND RETURN TO LUXEMBOURG. FATE LUCXLY INTERVIENED
AND YOU DID NOT MOVE TO ST. VETH...BUT THIS WAS THE BATTALION'S FIRST
ACTION IN THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE. AT NOON ON THE 18th THE 2nd
PLATOON CO A WAS ATTACKED AND SURROUNDED BY AN UNKNOWN NUMBER OF
GERMANY INFANTRY...SMALL ARMS FIRE WAS EXCHANGED...THE PLATOON WAS
PINNED BOM FOR 3 HOURS THEN WITHDREW WITH THE ASSISTANCE FROM A
FRIENDLY TANK UNIT...THE PLATOON SUFFERED THE LOSS OF k WOUNDED. ALSO
ON THE 18th 2 CO A MEN IN A JEEP, MOVING ALONG A SMALL TRAIL, WERE



HALTED BY A MAN IN U. S. ARMY UNIFORM. HE REQUESTED A RIDE INTO
LUXEMBOURG CITY. THE CO A MEN BECAME SUSPICIOUS BECAUSE THE STRANGER
WAS NOT ARMED, SO THEY TURNED HIM OVER TO THE NEAREST M P, WHO
DETERMINED THAT THE FELLOW WAS A NAZI AGENT, AS HE HAD NO POSITIVE
IDENTIFICATION. DURING THE PERIOD 16th THRU 31st OF DECEMBER RECON
CO WAS BUSY EXECUTING ZONE AND AREA RECON IN WET, COLD AND SNOWY
WEATHER. ON DECEMBER 24th THE 2nd PLATOON CO 3 FIRED ON AN 8 MAN
INFILTRATING PATHOL, CAUSING 1 KILLED AND 3 WOUNDED. MERRY XMAS IN
LUXEMBOURG... .YOU HAD TURKEY WITH ALL THE TRIMINGS, PLUS CANDY AND
CIGARS. IT WAS COLD AND CLEAR. NO ACTION WAS REPORTED. HOWEVER,
ON THE 27th THRU THE 31st YOU FIRED BOTH DIRECT AND INDIRECT FIRE
MISSIONS ON ROAD JUNCTIONS, CONVOYS, WOODS, TOWNS, AND SUSPECTED
TROOP LOCATIONS, EVEN THOUGH THE SNOW WAS THICK AND HEAVY.

TO WELCOME THE NEW YEAR, ALL 3 COMPANIES FIRED INDIRECT MISSIONS. YOU
AGAIN HAD TURKEY AND CHURCH SERVICES WERE CONDUCTED. CONSIDERING YOUR
LAST 6 MONTHS IN COMBAT, JANUARY WAS A VERY SLOW MONTH. YOUR MAIN
ENEMY WAS THE COLD AND SNOW, WITH THE TEMPERATURES HANGING AR ND

8 DEGREES. SOME MEN WERE ABLE TO TAKE SHOWERS IN THE PORTABLE BATH
UNITS. EVERY MAN RECEIVED A NEW AND MUCH IMPROVED SLEEPING BAG. ALL
VEHICLES WERE COATED WHITE. A FEW LUCKY MEN RECEIVED PASSES INTO
LUXEMBOURG. CITY. ON JANUARY 13th THE BATTALION WAS » 4 " YEARS OLD...
COL. MONTGOMERY EXTENDED GREETINGS AND THANKS TO ALL OF THE ORIGINAL
PERSONNEL. BUT ON THE 1/fth THE U S AIR CORPS DISREGARDED YOUR " HAPPY
BIRTHDAY " BY STRAFING THE 3rd PLATOON COMPANY C WITH P — 47s CAUSING
A LOSS OF 1 KILLED AND 3 WOUNDED. ON JANUARY 27th THE BATTALION WAS
DETACHED FROM THE 4th DIVISION AND ATTACHED TO THE 80th INF DIV. ON
FEBRUARY 1st YOU WERE STILL LOCATED IN LUXEMBOURG. THE WEATHER WAS A
BIT WARMER BUT VERY WET. R & R 72 HOUR PASSES TO PARIS, NANCY, AND
LUXEMBOURG CITY WERE BEING ISSUED. ON THE 4th OF FEB THE BATTALION
MOVED INTO BELGIUM AND 7/AS ATTACHED TO THE 95th INF DIV. THE VEHICLE
WHITE CAMOUFLAGE WAS REMOVED AS THE HEAVY RAINS CAME DOWN. DURING
THE ENTIRE MONTH YOU WERE NOT ENGAGED WITH, OR IN CONTACT WITH THE
ENEMY.



MARCH 1st WAS A BIG DAY...THE BATTALION MOVED INTO GERMANY AND WAS
REORGANIZED FROM A "TOWED " TO A " SELF PROPELLED "UNIT. YOU
RECEIVED YOUR SELF PROPELLED VEHICLES A FEW AT A TIME. MUCH OF YOUR
TIME WAS SPENT RE-TRAINING. VERY FEW MISSIONS WERE FIRED AND YOU HAD
VERY LITTLE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY.

THE BATTALION CROSSED THE RHINE RIVER ON APRIL 2nd AND OPERATED IN
THE RHUR POCKET, GIVING CLOSE SUPPORT TO THE INFANTRY UNITS OF THE
95th INF DIV. JUST LIKE CROSSING FRANCE, YOUR MAIN ACTIONS WERE
TACTICAL MARCHES, MOPPING UP POCKETS OF RESISTANCES, AND DESTROYING
GUN POSITIONS. ON APRIL 6th THE 2nd PLATOON R3CON COMPANY CAPTURED
25 JERRIES. ON THE 13th OF APRIL COMPANY C's 3rd PLATOON CAME IN
CONTACT WITH A GERMAN COLUMN AND WIPED IT OUT, KILLING A GERMAN
GENERAL WHOSE CAR WAS IN THE CONVOY. THE HONOR OF FIRING THE LAST
COMBAT ROUND WENT TO COMPANY C FROM THE VICINITY OF BACKEL, GERMANY
( NEAR DORTMUND ON THE RHUR RIVER ) ON APRIL 15th, 1945. THIS
MISSION CONCLUDED THE WORLD WAR Il COMBAT EFFORT OF THE 802nd TANK

DESTROYER BATTALION.

THE NEXT DAY THE BATTALION WAS ASSIGNED MILITARY GOVERNMENT DUTIES

IN THE AREAS OF AHLEN AND NEIDER—MARSBURG, IN THE RHUR VALLEY. THE
WAR WAS OVER ON MAY 9th AND SOON THEREAFTER THE BATTALION MOVED
ACROSS GERMANY INTO CZECHOSLOVAKIA WHERE, IN TIME, IT WAS DEACTIVATED
AS THE HIGH POINT MEN WENT HOME OR TO ENGLAND...AND THE LOW POINT
MEN WERE ASSIGNED TO OTHER UNITS.

IN THE 10 MONTHS OF COMBAT, YOU AS INDIVIDUALS, AND AS MEMBERS OF THE
BATTALION, ACHEIVED A REMARKABLE AND OUTSTANDING RECORD. YOU
ACCOMPLISHED EVERY ASSIGNED MISSION. YOU CONDUCTED YOURSELVES WITH
DIGNITY AND INTELLIGENCY. YOU PROVED YOURSELVES TO 3E BOTH MEN AND
SOLDIERS. IN EUROPE YOU FACED UP TO A NASTY BUT NECESSARY DUTY WITH
DETERMINATION AND COURAGE. THEN YOU CAKE HOME...YOU HELD YOUR HEAD
HIGH. YOU DID NOT SUFFER FROM DEPRESSION. YOU DID NOT FALL PREY

TO DRUGS AND ALCOHOL. YOU DID NOT DAMM YOUR COUNTRY. TO THE

CONTRARY , YOU BECAME GOOD CITIZENS, YOU BECAME OUTSTANDING FAMILY MEN



YOU BECAME A SUCCESS IN YOUR CHOSEN PROFESSION. YOU ARE PROUD OF
YOURSELF, YOU ARE PROUD TO BE A MEMBER OF THE 802nd TANK DESTROYER
BATTALION. YOU ARE PROUD TO BE AMERICANS. THERE IS NO FINER GROUP
OF MEN ANYWHERE THAN THE MSN ASSEMBLED IN THIS ROOM TONIGHT.

GOD BLESS YOU.

AL7/AYS IN COMRADESHIP



