
I roop L. A r m o r y

T R O O P  C ARMORY

I D E N T I F I C A T I O N

B U I L D I N G  NAME: T roop  C j 2nd BattaJion,/51st Regt .  A r m o r y

C O U N T Y :  K in g s  B O R O U G H :  Brooklyn

S T R E E T  AD DRESS:  1579 B e d fo r d  A v e n u e

BLOCK:  1274 LOT:  24

OWNER: N ew  Y o rk  State

A C C E S S IB L E  T O  P U B L IC :  ex t e r io r  v is ib le  f r o m  s tree t:  Y'es
i n t e r io r  access: by appt .

R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  IN  S U R V E Y S :  N a t l  Regi s t er :  No
N Y C  L a n d m a r k :  No

D E S C R I P T I O N

E X T E R I O R

L o c a t e d  on a s loping site,  the  T ro o p  C A r m o r y  is p i c t u r e s q u e l y  massed a n d  d e ta i l ed  
w i t h  s t y l iz ed  m i l i t a r y  mot i fs .  T h e  m a in  f a c a d e  a long B e d f o r d  A v e n u e  is d i v i d e d  in to  
two sections.  A long,  two  s tory  h igh p o r t i o n  co r re sp o n d s  to the  shor t  en d  o f  the  dr i l l  
hal l .  M a r k e d  by tu r re t s  w h ich  p ro jec t  s l igh t ly  abov e th e  co r n ic e  at  e i t h e r  end .  this 
sec t ion co n ta in s  the  p r in c ip a l  en t ry ,  r e a c h e d  d i r ec t ly  f r o m  s t r ee t  level  t h r o u g h  an 
a r c h e d  o p en in g  f r a m e d  by sem i-enga ged  co lum ns  s u p p o r t i n g  a p r o j e c t in g  ba lcon y.
At  th e  sou th  end of  the  f a c a d e ,  s e p a ra t e d  f r o m  the  e n t r y  p o r t i o n  by a tal l ,  sq u a re  
t ow er ,  is a tw o - a n d - a - h a l f - s to ry  sect ion w h ic h  rises ab o v e  a b a s e m e n t  expos ed by 
the  d r o p p i n g  slope. F r a m e d  by sm al le r  tu r r e ts ,  this p o r t i o n  is d i s t in g u i s h e d  by tall ,  
a r c h e d  w i n d o w s  a r o u n d  the  f i r s t  f l oo r  gy m nas ium .

A long  P r e s i d e n t  Street ,  the  south  wing  becomes two s tor i es  tal l  an d  is a r t i c u l a t e d  by 
smal l  p av i l l io n s  t h a t  m a r k  o r ig ina l  s tabl e  ent rances .  A lo n g  U n i o n  Stree t ,  the  f a c a d e  
d ro p s  to one story ,  ju s t  co ve r ing  the  sp r in g  l ine  o f  the  d r i l l  shed  roof .

T h e  a s s y m m et r i ca l  mass ing is u n i f i e d  t h r o u g h  the  r e p e t i t i o n  of  m a te r i a l s  a n d  mot ifs .  
T h e  base  an d  w in d o w  sills ar e  l imestone,  l in te ls  an d  co r n ic e  b u f f  t e r r a  co t t a ,  and 
wa l ls  r ed  b r i ck  in F le m is h  bond.  To p  f loo r  w in d o w s  a r e  f r a m e d  w i th  p r o j e c t in g  
l in te ls  on b rackets ,  an d  the  co rn ice  t r im  f e a t u r e s  m a c c h ic o l a t i o n s  an d  cr ene l l a t ions .

I N T E R I O R

In the  E n t r a n c e  Ha l l ,  a r a m p  pav ed  in h e r r i n g b o n e  b r i c k w o r k  ru ns  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  the  
s i d e w a lk  to the  dr i l l  shed f loor .  Th e hal l ,  the  c o r r i d o r  to t h e  sou th  a n d  the  do uble  
s t a i r  to the  n o r th  ar e  all a r t i c u l a t e d  w i th  p i l as t ers  s u p p o r t i n g  sh al low  a r c h e d  groin  
vaul ts .  T he  pi l as t ers  an d  the  groins  ar e  t r i m m e d  w i th  b r i c k  q u o i n i n g  w h i c h  con tra s ts  
w i th  the  cr eam -c o lo red  p la s t e r  an d  recal ls  iden t i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  in the  K i n g s b r i d g e  
A r m o r y .  A w ro u g h t  i ron  c h a n d e l i e r  w i th  cast le m o t i f s  h a n g s  f r o m  the  c e n t e r  vaul t .

S e m i -c i r c u la r  m arb le  steps lead f r o m  the  E n t r a n c e  Ha l l  up  to the  f i r s t  f l o o r  Cor r i do r ,  
w h i c h  f e a t u r e s  n iches  w i th  d i sp lay  cases a long  the  east  (d r i l l  ha l l )  s ide a n d  is t r ea ted  
in the  sam e m a n n e r  as the  en t r a n ce ,  w i th  m a t c h i n g  wal l  sconces.
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Op e n i n g  o f f  the west  ( s t reet  s ide)  of  the c o r r i do r  t h r o u g h  doors  wi t h  l eaded  glass 
t r ans oms  is the  Enl i s t ed M en ’s Club,  T h e  room is f i n i s hed  w i t h  wood ba s e b o a r d s  and 
cha i r r a i l s ,  a p las ter  co r n ic e  a n d  cei l ing,  a n d  f ea t u r es  a f u l l  he i gh t  f i r e p l a ce  s u r r o u n d  
f l a n k e d  by niches.

At  the  en d  o f  the C o r r i d o r  is a o n e - an d -a -h a l f - s to ry  tal l  G y m n a s iu m .  Walls ar e  
f i n i s h e d  w i th  4 fo o t  h igh wood p a n e l l in g  an d  the  ce i l ing  is v au l t ed .  Door  s u r r o u n d s  
h av e  p la s t e r  e n t a b l a tu r e s  w i th  he lm et  m ot i f s ,  a n d  the c o r r i d o r  doo r  f e a t u r e s  a second 
f lo o r  b a l co n y  an d  l e ad e d  glass t ransom.

T h e  Dril l  H a l l  measu res  180 x 311 fee t  an d  is roo fed  wi th  17 s teel  sickle t ruses  80 
f e e t  h igh.  T h e  hal l  is l i t  by  w i n d o w s  in the  east  and west  gable  ends  an d  a 
c o n t i n u o u s  ro o f  m on i to r .  A s ingle  ba lcon y level occupies  t h e  south  and  west  sides, 
w i th  a s c u l p t u r e d  b a l co n y  over  the  e n t r y  door.

The  Second  F loor  L a n d i n g  ab o v e  the e n t r y  hal l  f e a tu r e s  a r o u n d ,  l eaded glass dome 
s u p p o r t e d  on pi l as ter s  w i th  Az te c  mot ifs .  T h e  south l a n d i n g  is d e c o ra t ed  w i th  
p i l as t er s  w i th  f l o ra l  capi ta ls .

In  the  so u th w es t  co r n e r  o f  the  t h i r d  f lo or  is the  Counci l  Room,  f e a t u r i n g  a f i r e p la ce  
in the  w’est end s c r eened  by pl a s te r  co lum ns  and  a low ra i l ing .  T h i r d  F lo o r  O ff i ces  
are  f i n i s h e d  w i th  wood f loo r s  an d  base bo ards ,  wood doors  a n d  t r im ,  an d  p la s t e r  
ce i l ings  w i th  beams d e c o ra t e d  w i th  ac ro ter i a .

C O N D I T I O N  N O T E S

M A I N T E N A N C E  H I S T O R Y :  OGS f iles  reco rd  the  fo l lowing :  e x t e r io r  p o i n t i n g  and  
p a i n t i n g  (1946); r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of  r o o f in g  of old s table  (1951); ex t e r io r  p a i n t i n g  (1952) 
r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  roo f s  (1959); r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  m asonry  (1961); r e p l a c e m e n t  of  ro of  
(1961); r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of  m a s o n r y  (1969); r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  r o o f  over  s tab le  a r ea ,  dr i l l  
hal l ,  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  bldg.  (1971 a n d  1973); r e s u r f a c e  roo f s  (1979); t e m p o r a r y  
roo f  r e p a i r s  (1986)

F O U N D A T I O N :  No  e v id e n c e  of  problems.

MA SO N RY :  Bri ck  is in f a i r  cond i t ion .  50% of  the f r o n t  f a c a d e  an d  all  p a r a p e t s  
h av e  been r ep o in ted ;  jo in ts  in walls  a long the  sides a r e  g e n e r a l l y  w'orn, a n d  h a v e  been 
r e p o in t e d  in patches .  B r i ck  s u r fa ce s  show some spal l ing  a n d  h av e  p ro b a b ly  been 
w a t e r p r o o f e d .

T e r r a  co t t a  is in poo r  c o n d i t i o n .  Most co rn ice  blocks  a r e  c r ack e d .  T h e  c e n t e r  tower  
has  v e r t i c a l  c racks  a t  al l  co rners ,  p ro b a b ly  re su l t ing  f r o m  w a t e r  co l l ec t ing in the  
t o w e r  roof ,  spa l l ing  the  co rn ic e  t r im,  p e r m i t t i n g  w a te r  to p e n e t r a t e  to t h e  s teel  
f r a m i n g  an d  s u b s e q u e n t  ex p a n s io n  of  the  co r ro ded  steel.

L im es to n e  base is co v e re d  w i t h  g r a f f i t t i .

G r a n i t e  w i n d o w  wells  show' s igns  of  movem en t .

WINDOWS: Wood w i n d o w s  ar e  in poor  condi t ion .  Window s a lon g P r e s i d e n t  St ree t  
ar e  b r o k e n  a n d  b a c k e d  w i t h  p lywood.  Sky l igh t  g laz ing is b r o k e n  an d  c a u s in g  dam age 
to l eaded  glass below.  I ron  window- gri l ls  are  co r ro ded  a n d  s t a in in g  s ton e  a n d  br i ck  
below.

R O O F  & D R A IN A G E :  D ri l l  ha l l  ro o f  is is ex t r e m e m ly  p oor  co nd i t ion .  R o o f  d r a in s  
in to  g u t t e r s  on U n i o n  S t r ee t  s ide w h ich  a p p e a r  to be u n d e r s i z e d  f o r  the  load,  since 
m a s o n r y  below has  been w o rn  by w a te r  over f low.
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I N T E R I O R :  Water  d a m a g e  in t h i r d  f l oor  con f e r e n c e  room.  Bas emen t  closed due  to 
asbestos.

S I T E

S I T E  F E A T U R E S ;  Bu i l t  to s idewalks .

S U R R O U N D I N G S : ^  H o u s in g  on P re s id e n t  Street ;  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  co m m er c ia l  bu i ld ings  
on U n i o n  an d  B e d f o r d  A venue .

Z O N I N G  D E S I G N A T I O N :  R-6 A L LO W ABLE F.A.R.: 2.0-2.4

R E L A T I O N S H I P  O F  B U I L D I N G  T O  S U R R O U N D I N G S :  s im i l a r  in sca le to 
i n d u s t r i a l  bui ld ings ,  t h o u g h  to w er  d o m in a t e s  area.

S I G N I F I C A N C E

D A T E  O F  C O N S T R U C T I O N :  1904-08 

A R C H I T E C T :  P i lc her ,  T h o m a s  & T a c h a u  

H I S T O R I C A L  & A R C H I T E C T U R A L  IM P O R T A N C E :

T r o o p  C, f o r m e d  in 1895, ga in ed  a r e p u t a t i o n  as the  most  exc lu s ive  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  
u n i t  in Bro ok lyn .  T h e y  f i r s t  occup ie d  the  old a r m o r y  on N o r t h  P o r t l a n d  Street ,  bui l t  
fo r  the  14th R eg im en t .  In 1901, the  dec is ion was m a d e  to re lo c a te  to a new  a r m o ry  
an d ,  a y ea r  l a te r ,  a s i te no t  f a r  f r o m  Prospec t  P a rk  was  p ro c u red .

A r o u n d  1900, the  A r m o r y  B oard of  N e w  Y o r k  Ci ty  e s t ab l i s h ed  t h a t  des igns  f o r  f u t u r e  
a r m o r ie s  m us t  be se lec ted  as a resul t  o f  open  design c o m p e t i t io n s .  T ro o p  C was one 
o f  the  f i r s t  in the  C i ty  to b e n e f i t  f r o m  this  ru le ,  an d  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a t t r a c t e d  the  
f i r m s  o f  L o rd  & H e w le t t ,  P a r f i t t  B ro the rs  an d  P i l c h e r  & T a c h a u ,  all i n v o lv ed  in the  
de s ign  or  a l t e r a t i o n  of  o th e r  a r m o r ie s  in the  city.  T h e  job was  a w a r d e d  to Lewis 
P i l c h e r  & W.G. T a c h a u ,  w h o  l a t er  d e s igned  the  d r i l l  ha l l  f o r  th e  369th  R eg im en t  
A r m o r y  a n d  the  8 th  R e g i m e n t  A rm ory .

T h e  n e w  b u i l d in g  was  d es igned  w i th  the  la t es t  in a r m o r y  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  the  f i nes t  in 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  style.  T h e  h e a d h o u s e  i n c lu d e d  a b o a r d  room ,  o f f i c e r s  c lub,  sw im m in g  
t a n k  a n d  locker  rooms.  A m p l e  s tabl e  areas ,  de s igned  as s ep a r a t e  b locks  w i th  large 
w i n d o w s  fo r  a d e q u a t e  l i gh t  a n d  ve n t i l a t i o n ,  we re  an  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  in the  
com plex,  an d  m e m b er s  w e re  able  to s table  t h e i r  ow n  m o u n t s  a t  n o m i n a l  expense.
T h e  180’ x 311’ dr i l l  ha l l  was  also spec ia l ly  f i n i s h e d  f o r  c a v a l r y  use, a n d  was  m ean t  
to a c c o m o d a t e  m o u n t e d  dr i l l s  fo r  an  en t i r e  sq u ad r o n .  T h e  ro o f  is 80 f e e t  h igh,  
c a r r i e d  on 17 s i ck le - sh ap ed  s teel  t russes.

T h e  s ty le o f  the  b u i l d in g  was  d e sc r ib ed  as "Art  N o u v e a u . ” a n d  r e p u te d  to be the  f i rs t  
e x a m p l e  b u i l t  in B rook lyn.  In f ac t ,  t h e  ex t e r io r  d e t a i n i n g  is s im i l a r  to o t h e r  tu rn -o f -  
the-  c e n t d r y  a r m o r y  b u i ld in gs ,  w i th  cas t le  m o t i f s  s uch  as the  c r e n e l a t e d  p a r a p e t  
a r r a n g e d  in a c lass ica l ,  b r i ck  an d  t e r r a  co t t a  f o r m a t .  T h e  i n t e r i o r  does  i n c lu d e  some 
u n u s u a l ,  q u a s i -A r t  N o u v e a u  e lemen ts ,  in c lu d in g  a d o m e d  l eaded  glass s k y l igh t  and 
f o l i a t e  co lu m n  capi ta ls .

USE:

N a t i o n a l  G u a rd :  26 fu l l  t ime s t a f f
8 b u i l d in g  m a i n t e n a n c e  s t a f f  m em b er s
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C o m m u n i t y  Use:  Ve t e r an s  Associ a t i ons
n e i g h b o r h o o d  ch i l d r en  use gym 
r en t ed  to o t her  groups  a bou t  20 t i m c s / y r

C O N T A C T :  M aj or  R i v e r a  718-467-5400

DATE:  A u g u s t  13, 1986

B I B L I O G R A P H Y

"City A i d  to Armories ,"  N e w  Y o rk  Times ,  (12 Ap ri l  1903): 17, col. 1,

K i n g ’s Views of Bro ok lyn ,  p.24,

" S q u a d ro n  C Armorv,"  A m er ic an  A r c h i t e c t  an d  Bui ld ing  News 89 (20 J a n u a r y  1906): 
pi. 1588.

"Troop C Arm or y. "  I n v e n to r y  Form.  N e w  Y o rk  L a n d m a r k s  P rese rv a t io n  
C o m m iss io n ,  c. 1976.

Wells, pi. 102.

I L L U S T R A T I O N S

1. E l e v a t i o n  of  h e a d h o u s e  on B e d fo r d  Street .

2. E l e v a t i o n  o f  dr i l l  shed a long U n i o n  Street .

3. E l e v a t i o n  of  f o r m e r  s table  ar ea  a lon g P re s id en t  St ree t .

4. V i e w  o f  d r i l l  shed.

5. G y m n a s i u m  en t r an ce .
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