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An Attack on the Pacifist Position 
. 

By COLONEL WILLIAM K. NAYLOR 

GENERAL STAFF CORPS, C H I E F OF STAFF, 2ND CORPS AREA 

In our report of the recent New York National Guard Convention, held at Buffalo, we spoke of the stirring speech 
delivered by Colonel William K. Naylor, Chief of Staff, 2nd Corps Area. Colonel Naylor has been good enough, at our 
request, to furnish us with a copy of his speech and we publish it below since we believe that the facts given therein present 
a conclusive reply to the recommendation of the National Bureau of the Budget to cut the Federal appropriations for the 
National Guard. 

Colonel Naylor believes not in an aggressive military policy, but in a policy of adequate preparedness which would 
enable our country to "maintain and force respect to our institutions" and to pursue our peaceful purposes having "no 
fear of aggression from without or of danger from within." 

I FEEL very highly honored that you have asked me 
to come up here this evening and address you. The 
Corps Area Commander, General Nolan, keenly re­

grets his inability to be present and wishes me to extend 
to you his good wishes for a successful New Year and his 
congratulations over your achievements of past years. 

I am somewhat at a loss to know of a suitable topic on 
which to speak, but our present condition of economic 
depression, coupled with the commanding position we 
occupy in the eyes of the world, suggest to me that we might 
be careful to see that we are not knocked off this pedestal. 
While we join with everyone in every means that eliminates 
waste and unnecessary expenditures in our Army and Navy, 
we must bear in mind that with Europe and other countries 
spending in the neighborhood of $1,700,000,000 annually 
for their military establishments, we must not effect econ­
omies at the expense of efficiency. 

The United States, by its example, for some time has set 
the pace for disarmament and we may safely say that at 
the present time we are at the bottom of the bag; that is, if 
we are to believe what our Secretary of State said when he 
asked, on January 6. 1932, for the appropriation for ex­
penses of the delegation to the Geneva Conference. 

He said, "It is also true that we have reduced our Army 
to such figures that I think no foreign statesman could, 
with a straight face, say that it could be regarded as a 
menace to anybody." 

Moreover, President Coolidge, in his message to Con­
gress on December 8, 1926, said, "The question of disarm­
ing upon land is so peculiarly European, etc." 

Since the World War, our Army has been reduced from 
approximately 4,000,000 men to 118,500. Germany, by 
the Foch Committee, was allowed 100,000 men with twelve-
year enlistment periods to preserve order at home and pro­
tect its frontiers. This was the largest number apparently 
that could be maintained by Germany, not to be a menace. 
Now, if an army of 100,000 men is sufficient for a country 
of about 65,000,000 population and with a territorial ex­
panse about equal to the State of Texas, by that same 
formula, what should we have? With 3,700,000 square 
miles of territory and with thousands of miles of frontier 
and a population of 122,000,000, we should have at least 
three times as many men. 

Mr Hoover, in his Armistice Day speech of 1929, after 
picturing the situation, sums up his position as follows: 

" I have no faith in the reduction of armaments by ex-


