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Gold Watches Offered

AS STIMULUS TO RECRUITING

By Lt. Col. Chas. J. Dieges, Secretary, M. A. L.

Brigadier General George R. Dyer, 87th Infantry
Brigade makes official recruiting announcement

during Athletic Tournament at 102nd Engineers
Armory on March 12th, 1924.

Prizes for Recruiting

Handsome prizes will be presented to the three individual enlisted

men of Greater New York National Guard Organizations who secure

the largest number of Recruits. The contest to begin on the night

of these games, March 12th, 1924 and end March 12th, 1925 win-

ners to be selected by Brig. Gen. Edward ]. Westcott, Adjutant
Gen. N. Y. N. G.

Ist. Prize - Solid 14 karat Gold watch - Waltham Movement.
2nd Prize - Twenty year Gold Filled Case - Elgin Movement.
3rd Prize - Ten year Gold Filled Case - Standard Movement.

(See inside of last cover for rules governing contest.)
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Who Will Follow Our Lead?

COLONEL LUCIUS A. SALISBURY
Commanding 102nd Medical Regiment

Good Business!
102nd MEDICAL REGIMENT, N. Y. N. G.

Has Contracted for

One Full Page Advertisement for One Year

IN THE
New York National Guardsman

Why is this good business? Because it helps support a magazine that is much needed and
appreciated throughout the rank and file of the New York National Guard. Because by
securing a page by the year, the Medical Regiment can divide same in smaller spaces and
sell to advertisers and really make money on the business. We can certainly come out even
and have some space for ourselves besides. By securing eight eighth pages each month for
the one time rate, we can make one hundred dollars clear a month on the proposition.

Help the Guard and Help Yourselves!

The New York National Guardsman
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The Story of the State Camp

By Lieutenant Colonel William R. Wright

(Continued from February issue)

PART II. EARLY HISTORY

O far as can be learned, the first white
S man to gaze upon the present site of
the State Camp was our old friend Henry
Hudson, an Englishman in the employ of
the Dutch East India Company, who on
account of his Dutch affiliations, is often
referred to as Hendrik. In one of the
company's ships, the “Half Moon,” he
sailed to the westward on March 1609,
with the intention of discovering a short
way to China.

Henry naturally ran into North Amer-
ica, as did all others who tried this route,
and after exploring the coast from Cape
Cod to Cape May, he sailed into New
York Bay in September. Locating the
mouth of the Hudson( or as it was then
called Mohegan or Mauritius) River, he
thought he had the Northwest passage
cinched, and proceeded joyously up its
waters. He seems to have been a per-
sistent sort of a chap, for he kept going,
expecting indications of Chinese habita-
tion to appear at any moment, until he
ran fast aground some hundred miles up.
This in itself was a notable achievement,
as the ships of those days would float on
a heavy dew.

Pulling off and giving up at last, he re-
turned to Holland, still minus the north-
west passage but with glowing accounts
of his new river, which was subsequently
named in his honor.

The tradition that Henry discovered
Captain Niles calmly steering the ferry-
boat “Rockland” from Tarrytown to
Nyack or vice-versa and that this was the
origin of the ferry vendetta which still
fourishes has been thoroughly investigated
and found like the premature report of
Mark Twain's death to be “slightly exag-
gerated.” In justice to Captain Niles, re-
cently gathered to his fathers, let it be
said that he personally never advanced
such a claim. He did not even assert that
the “Rockland” was the original steam
driven vessel on the river and in fact
became highly incensed when such a state-
ment was made to him.

Reports of Henry's discoveries were so
glowing that a Dutch West India Com-
pany was formed which despatched sev-
eral ships at intervals and founded several
colonies in what was then called the New
Netherlands, Amongst the early settlers
was one Olaff Stevense Van Cortlandt, a
soldier in the employ of the Company,
who arrived in 1638 and in whom we
are particularly interested.

The Indians of the Hudson River Val-
ley consisted of several tribes, The Kitch-
awancs occupied the territory near the
present camp. They had fortified villages
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at Croton Point, Verplanck's Point and
one named Sackhoes, near the present
Peekskill, also Wishqua at Annsville, and
Wickapy in the vicinity of Anthony's
Nose. Fish and game, wolves and bear,
abounded, beavers were caught and maize
was cultivated. It is very surprising to
also find reports of the presence of bison,
or buffalo.

The colonists noted the land and the
existence of the fur trade with enthusi-
asm. Trade in land and skins was worked
on a steady bull market. Piquancy was
added to the game by the knowledge that
an Indian, like Cousin Egbert, could be
pushed just so far. There was always the
chance that he might suddenly and un-

reasonably become peeved, ignore the
rules, and spring a forward pass with
an axe, If you intercepted one of these
forward passes, you automatically lost
the game, together with all chances of
making the “All American” team.
However the Indians of the Hudson
River Valley were on the whole good
sports. They seldom kicked over the
traces. They could not understand how a
Dutch hand or foot on one side of the
scales could outweight an ever increasing
pile of skins on the other, but they ac-
cepted it as a natural if regrettable fact.
If you claimed to own the land on which
they lived and wished little pieces of
paper to prove it, that was also all right

A MAHIKAN INDIAN CHIEF FROM THE HUDSON RIVER BELOW ALBANY

Note his war club, the shape of which is common in his region, the

thunderbirds painted or tattooed on his face and his belt embroidered

with dyed deer's hair. His totem, the Tortoise, is at his feet. This

man and the three Mohawk Chieis shown following formed a party
which visited England in 1700.
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if it made you any happier and you did
not hother to move them out. As the
Wildcat would say: “Land was something
they had nothing else but.” Anything they
got for it was therefore pure velvet.

Under this happy working out of the
law of supply and demand, more and
more solid burghers came across the ocean
to this new Eldorado, pushing up the
river to get the earliest quotations, One
of these settlements was made by Jan
Peek, who, mistaking the present Anns-
ville Creek for the main channel ran
aground in the former, erected a habita-
tion and spent the winter. This settlement
subsequently became known as Peekskill
or Peck’s Creek; “kill” being the Dutch
for creck. The original name for this
stream was the Pacquintuck.

Families soon became identified with
certain localitiecs. Washington Irving
speaks of the Van Cortlandts of Groatan,
or Croton Point, and the Van Grols of
Anthony's Nose. His account of the nam-
ing of the latter promontory in honor
of Anthony Van Corlear, the town trum-
peter of New Amsterdam, is given in his
Knickerbocker History of New York. No
other reason having been discovered for
the title in question we publish his ac-
count of the christening with the sole
remark “Interesting if true.”

“It must be known that the nose of
Anthony VVan Corlear was of a very
lesty stze, strutting boldly from his
countenance like a mountain of Gal-
conda, being sumptuously bedecked
with rubies and other precious stones,
—the true regalia of a king of good
fellowws, which jolly Bacchus grants lo
all who bouse it heartily at the flagon.
Now thus it happened, that bright and
carlyv in the morning, the good An-
thony, having washed his burly visage,
was leaning over the quarter railing
of the galley, contemplating it in the
glassy wawve below. Just at this moment
the illustrious sun, breaking in all ils
splendor from behind a high bluff of
the highlands, did dart one of his most
potent beams full on the refulgent nose
of the soundev of brass—the reflection
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of which shot straightway down, his-

sing hot, into the water, and killed o

mighty sturgeon that was sporting be-

stde the wvessel! This huge wonsier,
being with infinite labor hoisted on
board, furnished a luxurious repast to
all the crew, being accounted of ex-
cellent flavor, excepling around the
wound, where it smacked a little of
brimstone; and this, on my wveracily,
was the first time sturgeon was eaten
in these parts by Christian people.
When this astonishing miracle came to
be known to Peter Stuyvesant, and
that he tasted of the wiknown fish, he,
as mayv well be supposed, marvelled
exceedingly, and as a monwment there-
of, he gave the name Anthony's Nose
to a stout promontory in the neighbor-
hood ; and it has continued to be called

Anthony's Nose ever since thal Huel”

Be that as it may, our friend Olaff
Van Cortlandt or Van Cortland had re-
signed from the military service, becomc
a merchant and brewer and prospered
exceedingly, In 1642 he married Annetje
Lockerman, in 1643 his oldest son Stepha-
nus was born, in 1649 he was made a cap-
tain of the Burgher Guard, the militia of
that period, and in 1684 he died after a
busy and honorable career.

His son Stephanus became one of the
great figures of the colony. Well educated,
enterprising and with a good business
head, he went in for becoming a large
land-holder. The colony of New Amster-
dam had become New York after its
scizure by the British in 1044, but Stepha-
nus accepted and prospered under the new
rule. In 1677 he acquired a special license
to purchasc land from the Indians, as he
desired, He went about it busily, and
soon owned the land from the Croton
River to Anthony's Nose, and from the
Hudson to the present Connecticut line.

In 1697, by grant of the King (William
I11) of England, the Lordship and Manor

of Cortland was created and Stephanus,

the First Lord of the Manor, after again
cannily securing a special deed of con-
firmation of his holdings from its Indian
settled his manor

residents, down in

Purt of Dug Out Cance wsed by Hudson River Indians

house and trading center near the Croton
River on an estate of 87,713 acres with
none to dispute. He was now indeed
“sitting pretty,” but unfortunately he died
in 1700 after only a short period of en-
joyment of his new honors. In 1668 he,
like his father, had joined the militia, but
commissioned first as Ensign, he rose
later to be Captain and finally Colonel of
the whole force. He married Gertrude
Schuyler and in 1677 became the first
American born Mayor of New York,
holding that position practically until his
death.

Tradition says that for the purpose of
surveying the lands to he included in the
roval charter of 1697, Stephanus Van
Cortlandt started from the Croton in a
per-i-auger, having on board a party of
survevors, accompanied by several In-
dians, who were designed to act as pion-
cers: proceeding up the Hudson, they dis-
embarked at Anthony's Nose, where the
Indians were immediately started on a
day's walk, or journey, as they termed it,
into the wilderness (20 English miles) to
mark the northern and eastern houndaries
of the eighty-seven thousand acres to be
included in the grand domain. Van Cort-
landt and some of the party remaining on
Anthony's Nose near the red cedar tree
which was to mark the northwest corner
of Van Cortlandt manor, and the south-
crnmost bouds of Adolph Philip's patent,
and now marks the dividing lines between
Westchester and Putnam counties, and
the northern limit of the present State
Camp.

From this time until the War of In-
dependence the history of this territory
consists of rapidly increasing settlement
and steady “easing out” of the original
Indian inhabitants. The latter appears in
the main to have been accomplished peace-
ablv. There were a few outbreaks, in one
of which the Kitchawancs had fifteen hun-
dred warriors in the field, but we do not
read of the great Indian wars or Indian
massarcres which occurred in other parts
of the Colonies. By 1776 the country south
ol Albany and the Mohawk Valley scems
to have been solidly won for the white
race. After their experience with the
original Dutch traders the Hudson Valley
Indians probably decided that none but
the Scotch could possible compete with
the latter in business, and sadly moved
on to look for some softer pickings.

To follow the history of the Van Cort-
landt family through this period we find
Pierre Van Cortlandt at the outbreak of
the Revolutionary War appointed Presi-
dent of the Committee of Public Safety
and subsequently elected Lieutenant Gow
ernor of the State, and in the absence of
Governor Clinton on military duty, the

(continwed on page 31)
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