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SYSTEMATIZE RECRUITING IS ENDEAVOR 
OF EXPERT 

FOREWORD 

The result of ten years of study and experience, State and National, in the problem 
of Recruiting has been concentrated in a series of articles, the first of which appears in 
this issue and which will be continued in the form of advertisements in this publication 
for the benefit of the Unit Commanders and Officers in general, all of whom are vitally 
interested in this problem—very often the greatest confronting their organization. 

COULD YOU 

How many brigade, regimental, battalion or company commanders throughout the 
entire New York National Guard IF ASKED the following questions could answer them 
instantly, accurately and exactly: 

1. What is the present strength of your organization? 

2. What is your percentage of one and three year contracts? 

3. What percentage of your men are un-employed? 

4. What will be your approximate attendance at the next drill? 
Your estimate must be within three. 

5. What is the number of clerks, electricians, plumbers, printers, students, lawyers, busi­
ness men, etc., in your organization. 

6. What will be the AVERAGE LOSSES in your organization during the months of 
March, April, May, June, July, August. September. October, November and December 
1925? 

7. What are the names and addresses of all prospective recruits and by whom were they 
introduced? 

8. What have you accomplished together with the introducer to date? 

9. What will be your AVERAGE LOSSES for 1926 and 1927? 

10. What are your plans to offset these AVERAGE LOSSES? 

The above are merely a few of the many questions that could be asked on this sub­
ject and which would require a thorough knowledge and understanding on the part of 
the officer held responsible for the numerical strength of an organization, 
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Head Military Affairs Committees 

Senator J . Griswold Webb, 
28th District, 

Assemblyman Herbert B. Shonk, 
Scarsdale, N. Y. 

T h e officers and men of the New 
York National Guard will be highly in­
terested in being introduced, through the 
medium of the N E W YORK NATIONAL 

GUARDSMAN, to the two men in the New 

York Legislature of 1925 who are look­
ing after their interests in Albany. They 
are Senator J. Griswold W e b b , Chair­
man of the Military Committee of the 
Senate, and Assemblyman Herber t B. 
Shonk, Chairman of the Military Com­
mittee of the Assembly. Both these of­
ficers were former military men, serv­
ing with distinction in the World War 
and have been active members of the 
American Legion in their communities 
since the war. A brief sketch of their 
lives would, we are sure, give us a little 
closer introduction. 

John Griswold W e b b , Republican, rep­
resenting the Twenty-e ighth district in 
the Senate, is the son of the late H e n r y 
Wal te r Webb , Vice-President of the 

New York Central Railroad. He pre­
pared for college at Groton School, 
Mass., and graduated from Harvard in 
1913. He was one of the early pioneers 
in making transcontinental trips by 
automobile, having crossed the contin­
ent several t imes. From his s tanding 
at Harvard Universi ty he was permitted 
to go as a war correspondent to Mexico, 
and nearly lost his life. In 1914 he 
married Anne Pendleton, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs . Archibald Rogers of H y d e 
Park, N. Y. He has one child, John 
Griswold Webb, Jr. He has been an 
expert farmer, he and his wife having 
taken the agricultural course at Cornell 
University after their marriage. Mr. 
Webb served as fuel administrator for 
Dutchess County, was a member of the 
Dutchess County Defense Council and 
on sub-committees of the same. In 
August, 1918, he enlisted in the U. S. 
Army and was ordered to Camp Zachary 

Taylor, Kentucky, as a candidate for a 
commission in the Field Artillery. Mr. 
W e b b was Justice of the Peace in his 
home town of Clinton for four years, up 
to the time of entering military service. 
After being discharged from the army in 
March, 1919, he became Chairman of 
the American Legion for Dutchess 
County, which office he held until the 
time of his entering the Legislature. 

Herber t E. Shonk, Republican, Scars -
dale, N. Y., representing Westches ter 
County in the Assembly, was born O c ­
tober 28, 1881. He was graduated from 
Wesleyan University in 1903 and from 
the Harvard Law School in 1906, after 
which he took up the practice of law. 
In 1907 he married Gertrude Knight , a 
daughter of former State Comptroller 
Eras tus C. Knight of Buffalo, and they 
have four children. Assemblyman 
Shonk was a member of the 7th Regi-

(Continued on Page 19) 
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The Story of the State Camp 
B y L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l W i l l i a m R . W r i g h t 

PROBABLY very few of the present 
members of the National Guard of 

New York realize to the full the extent 
and boundaries of the present State Camp 
of Instruction near Peekskill, N. Y., or 
the historical facts connected with its 
terrain and vicinity. 

The neighborhood played an important 
part in the history of our State and Na­
tion in Colonial and Revolutionary times. 
The Camp is an important feature in the 
history of the National Guard; in fact its 
establishment marks the real beginning of 
our present efficient and well-organized 
force. The present Camp is already the 
finest National Guard Camp in the coun­
try and, when contemplated plans for 
its future development are carried out, it 
will be unrivalled for tradition, location, 
equipment and interest. For these reasons 
and believing that many of the readers of 
T H E N E W YORK NATIONAL GUARDSMAN 

would welcome a chance to learn the facts 
about the Camp and would like to visit, 
during their tour of duty, the points of 
historical or scenic interest connected 
therewith, the Editor has arranged for a 
series of articles thereon, of which this is 
the first installment. 

The writer of these articles has endeav­
ored to cover only the most important or 
most interesting points. The mass of ma­
terial available, and the interesting char­
acter of that material, would permit of a 
lengthy thesis, far too long for its pres­
ent purpose. Every effort has been made, 
however, to secure accuracy. It is hoped 
that these articles will influence others to 
write to the GUARDSMAN to tell our read­
ers of additional interesting facts con­
nected with the Camp or to correct any in­
accuracies which may be discovered herein. 

W e shall cover in the order named a de­
scription of the terrain of the present res­

ervation, its history during the early days 
of the State, its military history prior to 
and during its use by the Guard, and finally 
a brief discussion of the plans for its 
future development and use. 

PART I—TERRAIN 

The present reservation comprises nearly 
2,000 acres. It stretches for about two 
and a half miles along the Hudson River, 
extending from Peekskill or Annsville 
Creek on the south to the Putnam County 
line on the north, and goes back from the 
river for almost two miles, touching the 
Albany Post Road at one point. It formed 
the northwest corner of the great Cort­
landt Manor of Colonial days. 

The original camp ground (bought in 
1885) consisted of the present west camp 
and drill field and extended up the target 
range valley to the 500 yard butts, ex­
cluding the higher ground of the present 
Ordnance and Superintendent's houses. It 
was bounded on the north by the brook 
and comprised about 150 acres. With ap­
propriations made in 1913 and 1914 the 
McCoy farm of 187 acres was purchased, 
together with smaller parcels aggregating 
about 65 acres, owned by Theodore Wend-
over and Clifford and Franklin Couch. 
This carried the property down to the Post 
Road and the Annsville Road, and pro­
vided for a backstop for the present target 
range. In 1923 the largest addition to the 
terrain was made by the purchase from 
the Van Cortlandt Estate of some 1,485 
acres, giving the State the ownership of 
all of the hills north of the camp to include 
Anthony's Nose. It is interesting to know 
that this transfer to the State is the first 
sale of the tract since it was originally 
purchased from the Indians by Stephanus 
Van Cortlandt about 1083, The entire 
property is shown on the new map pub­
­­shed herewith. 

The Van Cortlandt purchase comprises 
the major portion of what is known as 
the Manitou Massif, which includes Mani-
tou Mountain, Anthony's Nose, and the 
other hills in the vicinity, A great deal of 
work was done in September, 1924, in the 
way of opening up roads into this terrain, 
and a complete road system, as shown on 
the map, is now laid out. It is practicable 
at present for foot and horse traffic and 
will be continually improved in future 
years. Prior to this a start had been made 
by connecting the Military Road with the 
New Bridge Road by means of a trail over 
the Defandam Bridge, the latter having 
been constructed by the 102nd Engineers. 
By the summer of 1925 name boards and 
road junction signs will be placed through­
out, and a ride or walk through this most 
interesting country can be made without 
danger of getting lost. The writer can 
say from personal experience that until 
this is done one could be "lost in the im­
penetrable forest" within hearing of the 
target practice at camp. 

Main points of interest are Anthony's 
Nose, Manitou Mountain, the old copper 
mine, the remains of Revolutionary forts 
and, of course, the Military Road. 

Anthony's Nose rises to an elevation of 
900 feet and is one of the best known 
peaks along the river. The history of its 
name will be given later in this article. 
A fair trail leads along its crest, starting 
from the Military Road, and a magnifi­
cent view is obtained from its western 
peak. Hemlock Spring, not shown on 
the map, but well known to trail breakers, 
is just east of the Military Road near 
the county lin.e. 

Manitou Mountain, 760 feet high, is an­
other main peak from which fine views 
of Dunderberg {across the river) the 
country to the south, and the camp proper 
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can be obtained. The view of the Camp 
from Signal Rock, which may easily be 
identified from any place in camp, is es­
pecially good. Signal Kock was unques­
tionably a lookout and signal point for 
the Indians and for soldiers of the Revo­
lutionary War. During the World War 
the United States Marines had a perma­
nent observation post on a neighboring 
peak. 

The old copper mine should certainly be 
visited, but should be approached with 
caution, as one person, a college professor, 
recently lost his life by falling down its 
shaft. It dates back to Revolutionary 
times and is shown on a map of that pe­
riod with a road leading down to Roa 
Hook. The vertical and horizontal shafts 
and the waste pile near the latter show 
that it was once extensively worked, and 
fine views to the north are obtained from 
its location. 

The Military Road has been known at 
least as a tradition for many years, and 
to the bold spirits who followed General 
Roe on horseback it was certainly a reality. 
It was constructed in the latter part of 
the last century as the result of a bill in­
troduced into the State Legislature by 
Stuyvesant Fish, Its ostensible purpose 
was to connect Garrison {and thence the 
U. S. Military Reservation at West Point) 
with the New York State Camp, and ex­
amination will show that it was well and 
ably built. Unfortunately, when it reached 
above the point on the map, indicated as 

RJ460, the original appropriation ran out, 
the legislature refused to make any as­
signment of further monies, and it ceased 
to be, until connected up last year by 
means of what is popularly known as the 
"Deaf and Dumb" road over the Defendam 
Bridge, Plans at Division Headquarters 
show that it was originally intended to 
bring it around South Hill and into camp 
back of the 200 yard target range. The 
writer has made many efforts to locate 
the proposed course and has been unable 
to do so. It is his opinion that the original 
engineers must have been optimists of a 
high degree, and were extricated from a 
very embarrassing situation by the ex­
haustion of funds. The natural approach 
and easiest grade is that adopted for the 
Southbrook Road, which it is planned to 
improve for motor use as the main en­
trance to the new terrain, 

The shack of those who have long been 
known as the "hermits," Jack and Will 
Head, is located between the Tank Road 
and Hermit Hill. They have lived alone 
in this vicinity at least since before the 
blizzard of 1888, how, especially in winter, 
it is hard to guess. Lately several neigh­
bors have built along the Tank Road east 
of the State property line. Jack Head is 
authority for the statement that the Tank 
Road was once the main mail route from 
Peekskill to Garrison. 

It might be mentioned that the Tank 
Road is so named in honor of the 27th 
Tank Company who rescued it from the 

wilderness during their 1923 tour of field 
training. Greatly overgrown and almost 
obliterated in spots, it decided to resume 
being a road after Captain Bell's tanks had 
pushed over it for three or four days. The 
work of these almost human or rather 
animal contraptions, wandering up the 
road, brushing aside trees and calmly haul­
ing out big boulders, was a revelation to 
all those who saw or took part in the 
work. 

The earthworks of the Revolutionary 
Fort Lookout may still be seen on the hill 
between Canopus or Sprout Creek and 
Peekskill Creek. The clump of dead trees 
which may be seen from the log hill out 
of Peekskill to the north are located within 
the fort. 

Fort Independence, as far as can be 
learned, was situated on Roa Hook and 
all trace thereof have been obliterated by 
the operations of the sand and gravel com­
pany at that point. 

Forts Clinton and Montgomery across 
the Hudson, respectively on the north and 
south banks of Popolopen Creek and di­
rectly adjacent to the new bridge, may still 
be located, the latter especially in a fair 
state of preservation and marked by signs, 

Gallows Hill, Soldiers Spring and Con­
tinental Village were prominent in Revo­
lutionary days. The site of the latter is 
marked by a tablet on the Canopus Creek 
Road. 

The old ruin on Peekskill Creek di­
rectly opposite the camp is the former lo­
cation of the Peekskill Blast Furnace. An 
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account written in 1881 says: "The Peeks-
kill Blast Furnace is located on Annsville 
Creek and is connected with the Croft Iron 
Mines (near Oscawanna Lake}, by a rail­
way built for that purpose, by which the 
furnace is supplied with a superior quality 
of iron ore at a comparatively small ex-
pense, These works have been idle during 
the past winter but are expected to resume 
within a short time." Apparently they 
never did so and the building fell into 
ruins. 

The above are only the high lights of a 
very interesting country. Every road and 
path provides points of interest to those 
who like forest walking or riding, A fine 
view to the eastward is obtained from 
Lookout Hil l ; from the Hidenburg Hill 
Road the whole camp is spread out as 
from an airplane, and many other places 
could be mentioned. The whole terrain 
is very reminiscent of the Argonne Forest, 
which was well known to our brothers of 
the 77th and others in France, although 
some distance removed from the 27th Di­
vision sector. In the late summer par­
tridges abound and go whirring off after 
exploding (as it seems at first) under your 
very nose like the well known soixante-
quinze. In spite of the proximity of the 
rifle range, deer are frequently seen. For­
tunately the coy and charming "mephitis 
mephitica" does not seem to abound. 

The Tank Road, Broccy Creek Road, 
Target Hill Road, Manitou Road and also 
the Military Road have been badly cut up 
by construction vehicles operating in con­
nection with the new suspension bridge, 
but will be repaired as soon as time and 
funds permit. Until the Southbrook Road 
is completed the Military Road can be 
reached by motor only by the Manitou 
Road, and it is a rough ride at that. 

The recent opening of the Bear Moun­
tain suspension bridge, the eastern ap­
proach to which is almost entirely on State 
property, places the state camp on a high­
way which will be used by thousands of 
motor parties and will attract visitors as 
never before. Approved plans for State 
highway and park development call for 
the extension of the present Bronx River 
Parkway through the Sawmill River Val­
ley, the Croton Reservoir system and the 
general area of Dickerson Hill and Pleas-
antville into Peekskill from the southeast 
to connect with the present approach to the 
bridge. When this is completed the drive 
up this new road over the Bear Mountain 
Bridge, through West Point, and over the 
Storm King Highway will offer a trip 

unrivalled in scenery and road-bed, and at 

the very gates of New York City. It is 

also understood that the New York Central 

Railroad will build a station at Roa Hook 

that point to Bear Mountain Park. 

{To be continued) 

Army Chief of Staff Inspects 71st. 

Major General John L. Hines 

THE 71st Infantry tendered a splendid 
review January 21st to Major General 

John L, Hines, Chief of Staff of the U. S. 
Army. There was a large crowd present 
and a splendid program was put on in 
the regiment's characteristic snappy style, 
Colonel Walter A. Delamater was in com­
mand. 

One of the features of the evening was 
the presentation of a Recruiting Cup to 
encourage inter-company competition in re­
cruiting by the 71st-105th Infantry Post, 
American Legion. 

Another very enjoyable part of the pro­
gram were the exhibition drills, which 
were well put on as follows: 

(a) Regimental Headquarters Company, 
Captain Grant Layng, commanding, 

(b) Howitzer Company, Captain Jack 
Hahlo, commanding. 

(c) Officers and Non-commissioned Of­
ficers School: Close Order, Major Kevney 
O'Connor, commanding. Physical Train­
ing and Bayonet, Captain Arthur Beck, 
commanding. 

(d) Machine Gun, Company M, Captain 
Richard Dreyfus, commanding. 

This was the first military event par­
ticipated in by General Hines in New York 
City since he succeeded General Pershing 
as Chief of Staff. General Hines' effici­
ency has gained for him many coveted 
decorations. He was awarded the Dis-

tinguished Service Cross for extraordinary 
gallantry in action near Berzy-le-Sec, 
France, in July, 1918. He has also received 
from the United States the Distinguished 
Service Medal. Among other awards re­
ceived by General Hines are Commander 
of the Order of Leopold (Belgium); 
Knight Commander of the Order of St. 
Michael and St. George (Great Br i ta in) ; 
Commander of the Legion of Honor 
( F r a n c e ) ; Croix de Guerre with Palm 
(France) ; Grand Officer of the Order of 
the Crown ( I t a l y ) ; Medal of La Solidari-
did (Panama). 

General Hines addressed the officers of 
the regiment after the review, compliment­
ing them highly on their work. He gave 
them some fatherly advice as to how suc­
cess in command is best attained, and 
counseled especially, loyalty to both su­
periors and those subordinate in rank. 

After a fine supper in the Officers' 
Mess of the big Armory at 34th Street, 
the new Chief of Staff showed he was as 
good a dancer as he is a soldier. In fact, 
he had such an enjoyable evening that he 
left the Armory only just in time to catch 
the last train for Boston, where he was 
destined on official business. 

A novelty in the way of entertainment 
at this review was the appearance of Mr. 
Arnold Gabor, eminent baritone of the 
(Continued on page 17) 
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AT the annual athletic games of the 
71st Regiment, to be held Tuesday, 

February 24th, Paavo Nurmi, the sensa­
tional world record runner of the present 
time, who trained in the 71st Armory, 
will try to break more world records. 

* * * 
Sergeant Walter Kolish, of the 212th 

Artillery, has developed a wonderful 
stride and shows promise of becoming a 
middle distance champion in the near 
future. 

* + * 

The various organizations in the Na­
tional Guard are now competing for the 
Guardsman Trophy, representing the 
Championship of the New York National 
Guard in Basketball. 

• •+ • 

Results of Annual Fall Games in 
245th Artillery 

The Colonel Grant Trophy, now held 
by Battery F, awarded for one year to 
Battery F, winning Team Race. 

"Vainquer" Bronze Point Trophy, now 
held by Battery E, awarded for one year 
to Battery E, scoring 36 points. 

The Regimental Novice Point Trophy, 
now held by Battery F, awarded for one 
year to Battery F, scoring 33 points in 
above events. 

"Hillman Trophy," now held by Bat­
tery E, awarded for one year to Battery 
E, winning Inter-Company Relay Race. 

* * * 
The Military Athletic League has ar­

ranged to hold championships at Olym­
pic distances at Buffalo, March 7, 192S, 
in conjunction with the National Guard 
State Convention. 
* * * 

This looks like some bowling record: 
"In the 107 games bowled by Jimmy 
Smith in nine different places in the 
greater city and New Jersey in prac­
tically as many consecutive days, he 
made a grand average of 214 against a 
total of 213 by nine opponents." 

* * * 
News comes from Chicago that Reg­

gie McNamara, winner of the last six-
day bicycle race in New York, will ride 

against any man in the world," Tom 
Gibbons declared in Detroit recently. 
"I stand ready to meet any man in the 
world in defense of the title." 

Word comes from New Haven that 
Yale's annual football receipts have gone 
well past the half million dollar mark, 
the total for the 1923 season being $626,-
194. The net income for the season was 
practically a quarter million, $214,946, 
to be exact. 

William T. Tilden, II, tennis cham­
pion, has entered the Brooklyn Heights 
Casino's annual invitation tournament, 
starting February 12th, 

with Eddie Madden as his partner in the 
Chicago six-day race, which starts in the 
Coliseum February 7. 

* * * 
"The Germans are coming." The Ger­

man Boxing Association has notified the 
State Athletic Commission by radio­
gram that it would select one boxer to 
represent Germany in the coming light­
weight elimination tournament fostered 
by the New York body. 

* * * 
"If Dempsey really intends to quit 

fighting, I lay claim to the heavyweight 
title, and stand ready to defend it 

There seems to be great interest brew­
ing in the Military Athletic League Novice 
Meet scheduled for Friday evening, Feb­
ruary 20 at the armory of the 102nd En­
gineers, 168th Street near Broadway. There 
will be 100, 300 and 1,000 yard races, 220 
yard hurdle, 220 yard obstacle, running 
high jump, sack race, shot putting besides 
a mile, 4 man team, relay race. 

West Point has now a beautiful new 
stadium of its own completed at Lusk 
Reservoir last October at a cost of about 
$300,000. It is considered the loveliest 
stadium of the East" with its background 
of rocky hills and overlooking the beautiful 
reservoir. 

The Army-Navy basketball game will be 
played at Annapolis February 28th. 

Editor's Note—The items on this page 
this month do not exactly represent the 
kind of news we wish to publish under 
this department. What we solicit is breezy 
track and field items about records made 
and the pertinent gossip of individual 
athletes in the National Guard. 


