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National Guard Officers in
Annual Meeting

HE annual convention of the National Guard As-

sociation of the State of New York, held at Hotel

Seneca in Rochester, January 9th and 10th, was an
exceptionally well conducted affair in charge of the
President, Col. Walter A. De Lamater of New York, and
the Secretary, Maj. William J. Mangine of Albany. Some
five hundred officers from all sections of the State at-
tended. The Rochester welcome was enthusiastic and the
speeches at both business sessions and banquet were ex-
ceptionally pleasing and instruc-

carry on. It seemed to strike a very popular sentiment
of approval.

Col. Alexander J. Macnab, Jr., our Senior Instructor,
was next introduced and kept the keen attention of all as
he “tore the lid off” of, as he expressed it, “the five-foot
book of shelves” containing the training regulations,
pleading for a small training manual containing the es-
sentials every officer would want to know and could carry
in his pocket—a small manual being all he would need

for such purpose. “Sandy” is al-

tive.
The meeting opened in the ball-

ways good and the officers would
have been satisfied to have re-

room of the hotel at eleven o’clock
Friday. Chaplain Robert A. Brown
of the 71st Infantry giving the in-
vocation. President De Lamater
then appointed a committee to es-
cort the Hon. Isaac Adler, Vice-
Mayor of Rochester and the rep-
resentative of the Rochester Cham-
ber of Commerce, before the con-
vention, who welcomed the dele-
gates to the City of Rochester most
cordially.

Brig. Gen. William F. Schohl,
commanding the 52nd Field Artil-
lery Brigade, and a former presi-
dent of the National Guard Asso-
ciation, responded for the dele-
gates,

After the appointment of com-
mittees—Col. Fred’k A. Baldwin
to head the Resolutions Committee,
Col. Ralph A. Tobin the Committee
on Time and Place, Col. Lucius A.
Salisbury the Committee on Nom-
inations, and Col. J. Townsend Cas-
sedy the Committee on Audit, the

Governor Roosevelt’s Staff
1931-32

Maj. Gen. Franklin W. Ward
The Adjutant General

Col. Charles E. Walsh

Col. Thomas Fairservis

Capt. Wm. J. Graham, N. M.
Col. William A. Taylor

Col. William Ottman

Col. William J. Costigan

Col. Paul Loeser

Col. Kenneth C. Townson
Col. J. Townsend Cassedy
Maj. Alexander J. Gillig

Maj. John H. O’Connor
Lieut. Com. John J. Carey
Maj. J. Gardiner Conroy, R. L.
Lieut. Com. John M. Gill

Lt. Com. F. Kenneth Gundlach
Maj. Ogden J. Ross

mained in their seats and foregone
the banquet if he would have con-
tinued his salvos of things that
were and the commonplace things
that should supplant them in sim-
plified training that would fit sol-
diers for battle essentials,

The report of the treasurer,
Capt. Joseph F. Flannery, showed
that after starting his first year
with a balance of about forty dol-
lars he finished the year with over
$700 to the good. In other words,
he collected dues from organiza-
tions whose checks had been col-
lecting cob-webs. His administra-
tion was commended by the Presi-
dent and heartily encored by the
members.

Many prominent guests of the
convention were iniroduced by
President De Lamater after which
the convention adjourned for the
banquet and its final session on
Saturday morning.

The banquet in the evening was a

convention adjourned until 2 P. M.

In the afternoon, Maj. Gen. William N. Haskell was
introduced and stressed some points on next summer’s
training schedule as well as calling for more cooperation
on everyone’s part to make THE NEW YORK NATIONAL
GUARDSMAN a better magazine.

Maj. Gen. Franklin W. Ward, the Adjutant General,
was next iniroduced and brought to the delegates a per-
sonal message from the Commander-in-Chief, Governor
Franklin D. Roosevelt. He laid before the delegates a
scheme, initiaied by the Governor, of increasing the Na-
tional Guard to double its size by inaugurating a unit and
organization reserve from members leaving the Guard.
Each unit to build up a list of its ex-members, with their
consent, so in case of the active troops leaving the Armory
in time of emergency, the reserve unit would step in and

splendid one, and was interspersed with a good program
of dance specialties by a bevy of attractive young dancers.
The after-dinner speakers selected by Toastmaster DeLa-
mater kept everyone’s attention throughout.

The Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of
War, gave some inside facts on military aviation and
especially lauded the work of the 27th Division Aviation
Corps.

Maj. Gen. William G. Everson, Chief of the Militia
Bureau, gave a masterly address in which he challenged
“the Christian Church to abolish war.” Disclaiming his
belief in names such as “pacifism,” “militarism” or “jin-
goism,” he referred to the Army as the “National police
force” and characterized it as a necessity as long as causes
of war exist. He said that people labor under the misap-
prehension that military organizations foster war. It is
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