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The Call of the Open

There is something about Camp Life that appeals to every man, no matter

what his rank and station in life.

The fine surroundings, good food, interesting work well balanced with hours
of recreation, the open-air freedom—all these things give a man something
that he cannot find in cur big “shut-in" cities.

Each member of the New York National Guard will spend two weeks in one

or another of the following camps:

Pine Camp Camp Smith
Fort Meade
Fort Ontario Fort H. G. Wright

Apart from the Field Training carried out during each Unit’s stay in Camp,
there is also afforded every opportunity for bathing, baseball, motor coach
tours to points of interest, and other forms of summer recreation.

And in addition to all this, each member of the Guard will have the real
satisfaction of knowing that he has performed a patriotic service in making

himself a more reliable and more efficient citizen.
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“Tt will be strictly non-political; it will not attempt to exploit any theme or theory
or partisan lines; it will religiously refrain from ‘underwriting’ the ambitions or
activities of any individual, puble or private, it will he severely independent,
making its appeal to the intercsts of the readers rather than to the vanity of
those in charge; it will encourage that training which no successful business man
can ignore if he desires his employees to be better disciplined and trained to
give 100 per cent of duty to all work entrusted to them—it will be a vehicle for
the propagation of one policy and only one: Better Guardsmanship and Better
I

Citizenship!

Copyright, 1931, The New York National Guardsman




They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old; Age shall not wither them, nor the
years contemn ; At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them.

Photograph by 102nd Photo Section.

Our thoughts, on this Day of Remembrance, will turn to the Nation’s dead who lie
at rest on the beautiful wooded slope at Arlington. “They died that we might live.”
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The French F()rcign I chi()n

By Major Edward F. Knight, Ist Battalion, 71st Infantry, N.G.
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ciated in my mind with North Alrica in general

was the Foreign Legion. and. when my guide told
me that we would see much of the Legion, it lent somewhal
of an added touch of romance to the country through which
[ was travelling. | viewed the progress the French had
made in this part of the world: the fine roads, the beauti-
ful hotels, the French cities with their shops and sidewalk
cafés where the tourist can find all mod-
ern comforts (which do not, however,
seem Lo disturh at all the native atmos-
phere). and the excellent control exer-
cised by the French Government without
any extraordinary display of arms. Tt
was the Foreign Legion that made all this
possible. 1t is the Foreign Legion that is
in the vanguard in making North Africa
whal it is today.

AL Marrakech, it was my extreme
pleasure to be inviled for cocklails to the
home of General Hure. in command of
the Marrakech districl. In conversation
with one of his staff, T mentioned my in-
terest in the Foreign Legion: he in turn
acquainted the General with what I had
said and 1 was forthwith introduced to
General Maurel, in command of the For-
eign Legion in that district. It was ar-
ranged that on the next afternoon we were to have a re-
yview of this famous unit.

We have heard much, read much and our moving pic-

N.Y.

tures have told us much of the type of men one would
expect Lo find in the Foreign Legion: one is led 1o believe
that it is the haven of cutthroats. murderers, thieves, and
criminals, T was very anxious, therefore, to see jl!.\'l_ what
type of soldier such a man made. | found it difficult to
believe that such a type would ever be amenable to dis-
cipline, or thal sooner or later their inherent badness
would not lead them 1o murder their officers and form
a band of outlaws.

On meeting General Maurel, and pass-
ing through a gate on which there was a
sign reading “dth Régiment Etrangere”,
| obzerved a small guardhouse on the left
of the road. and the guard on number
one post turned out the guard for the
General Officer. It was done with much
spirit. much pep and with much efli-
ciency. It was immediately apparent
[rom the faces of the men composing the
cuard that they were clean-cut. healthy
men who had joined the Legion for a
reason other than to hide any dark or
shady past.

Presently we came to where the band
and a battalion of the Legion were formed i}
for review. In spite of their having been /i‘_ %‘;
through a heavy rain a few minutes pre-~ =
vious, | have never seen a finer looking — —=-
hody of troops anywhere. Instead of the popular moving-
picture uniform, I saw men in the same colored. olive drab
uniforms as we wear in our own army, with a deep blue




—— sash, a leather belt to which
hung a bayonet and scabbard,
blue puttees and a blue kepi.

They passed in review in a
column of squads and I had
the opportunity to see the
face of almost every man in-
dividually. In one rank of
four were a Chinese, a Malay,
a Hindu and a Pole. The next
rank was obviously solid
German ; the next would have
a Spaniard. Japanese, Rus-
sian and an Italian.

I saw no signs whatever in
these faces of criminality. It
may be that there is a per-
centage of criminals in the
Legion, but there are many
reasons besides the evasion
of punishment for crime that
prompts a man to want to
lose his identity. It might be
a love affair, a business failure, lack of family or of any:
one to take an interest in what he does. Again, it might be
just the love of adventure that lured many of these men
to the Legion. When I looked upon some of these youth-
ful, clean-cut faces, none could make me believe that the
basic reason for their being there was that the police of
some nation were looking for them.

An American with twelve
years Legion service.

The Legion is nearly 100 years old and in the course of
that time has fought for France in various parts of the
world. During the World War, from 1914 to 1918, there
were over six hundred Americans in the Foreign Legion.
Today, there are very few. It is composed of about 60%
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German, 15% Russian, 10%
Polish, and the remainder of
practically all the national-
ities in the world. Over 11,-
000 of these foreign-born
soldiers of France have died
fighting for the Tri-color.

I asked General Maurel if
there were any Americans in
the Legion stationed at this
point. At that time, he knew
of only one, a Captain Hamil-
ton, from Waterbury, Conn.,
and one of the few foreigners
(for an American outside of
America is of course a for-
eigner), who has attained a
commissioned rank in the
Legion, its officer body being
mainly French. The General
regretted that Captain Hamil-
ton was at that time on out-
post duty in the Atlas Moun-
tains which were in plain view of Marrakech, that being
the last outpost before one crosses the Atlas range. It is
in these mountains that the Legion has done a great deal of
its fighting and they still patrol that region to protect the
natives against any banditry as well as for their own
security.

Just as we were aboul to leave the field. an officer ap-
proached bringing with him an American, a Brooklyn boy
who came from the Bay Ridge section of Brooklyn and
whose name was Harry Olsen. He was about 27 years
of age and had then put in four years in the Legion. I
asked him who his people were in Brooklyn. He said he

Two Polish Legionnaires.

(Continued on Page 25)

The Foreign Legion suffered heavy losses at Bois de Hangard in April 1918.







