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The National Guard in Louisville 
By THE EDITOR 

THE 1926 convention of the National 
Guard Association of the United 

States held at the Kentucky Hotel, Louis­
ville, Ky., November 17, 18 and 19, was 
very largely attended, forty-four states 
having representatives. At the last min­
ute, the New York delegation ranks 
were depleted by many important business 
matters coming up which led to quite a 
few cancellations. The party was finally 
composed of Major General William N. 
Haskell, commanding the N. Y. N. G.; 
Brig. Gen. Robt. W. Marshall, President 
of the N. G. Association of N. Y.; Lt. 
Col. William J. Costigan, Treas. N. G. 

The Brown Hotel, Where N. Y. Delega­
tion Stopped 

Association of N. Y.; Captain Wm. J. 
Mangine, Secretary N. G. Association of 
N. Y.; Colonel Edward McLeer, Jr., 
Chief of Staff 27th Div.; Colonel Elmore 
F. Austin, 258th F. A.; Colonel Freder­
ick W. Baldwin, 14th Infantry; Colonel 
Frank H. Hines, 105th F. A.; Colonel 
James R. Howlett, 101st Cavalry; Colonel 
Thomas Fairservis, Major William H. 
McMullen, Jr., Captain C. V. Gunther, 
106th Infantry; Colonel Bryer H. Pen-
dry, Captain Raymond E. Williams, 
245 Coast Artillery; Major John G. 
Grimley, Major Edward Emmonds, 369th 
Infantry; Captain Oliver L. Bell, 27th 
Div. Special Troops; Captain Joseph J. 
Flannery, 165th Infantry, Major E. G. 
Ziegler, Executive Officer 54th Infantry 
Brigade; Major Frederick S. Johnston, 
Captain James Riffe, Captain George W. 
Daley, 108th Infantry; Major James 
Macklin, Reserve; Captain George M. 
Conley, 10th Infantry; Captain Louis J. 
Camuti, 102 Medical Regiment; First Lt. 
William M. Molloy, 27th Division-Trains, 

Q. M. C ; Lt. Col. Fred M. Waterbury, 
Editor New York National Guardsman. 
Colonel Edward Olmstead, Chief of Staff 
of the 44th Division, and formerly of the 
27th Division, accompanied the delegation, 
who, thanks to the energetic State Secre­
tary Mangine, were comfortably quar­
tered in two compartment cars, which re­
mained in Louisville to bring the party 
home. All the arrangements were as 
complete as on the trip to St. Augustine 
a year ago. The Secretary had provided 
everything for the comfort and entertain­
ment of the delegates, had newspapers 
meet the trains at the principal stops, 

all hotel arrangements perfect­
ed, etc. From the expression of 
the members of the party, he 
can be State Secretary for life. 
The Adjutant General of Ken­
tucky had, at the last moment, 
changed the New York quarters 
from the Kentucky Hotel to 
The Brown, a beautiful new ho­
tel, furnishing the best service 
ever enjoyed in a hotel. Queen 
Marie of Roumania was also a 
guest at this hotel during our 
stay. 

P-The day before the conven­
tion opened there was an an­
nual get together meeting of the 
Adjutant Generals of the Unit­
ed States at which the presi­
dent, Adj. Gen. F. D. Beary of 
Harrisburg, Pa., appointed a 

special committee with Adj. Gen. G. A. 
Fraser of North Dakota as chairman, to 
work up a plan for better equalization 
of the conditions under which National 
Guard officers now compete with army, 
navy and marine corps experts in nation­
al matches at Camp Peary each year. 

P-This special committee was named after 
General Beary and many officers from 
the floor had declared that the present 
rules in the rifle matches as now existing 
are unfair to entrants from State guard 
units. It was contended that regular 
army men have the advantage over Na­
tional Guard units, with more time to de­
vote to practice and more generous al­
lowances for materials: with which to 
shoot. Discussing the appropriations for 
the rifle matches, General Beary said: 

P-"I believe that if the question of money 
to carry on the 1927 matches is properly 
put on Congress, we shall get the money 
necessary, and with an equalizing of con­
ditions regulating entrants we shall have 
one of the greatest matches in history at 
Camp Peary in 1927." 

P-The first session of the National 

Guard Association was opened on 
Wednesday with President, Brig. Gen. 
Clifford R. Foster, St. Augustine, Fla., 
in the chair. The Rev. Dr. Tennis E. 
Gowens, pastor of the Second Presby­
terian Church, delivered the invocation. 
Addresses of welcome were made by the 
Hon. William J. Fields, Governor of 
Kentucky, and Brig. Gen. Ellerbe Carter, 
63rd Field Artillery, of Louisville. 
Everything Kentucky had was given to 
the delegation, except the stills, the whole­
hearted welcome was responded to by the 
President and the balance of the morning 
session was taken up with routine affairs. 
The program for the afternoon session 
included an address by the Secretary of 
War, Dwight F. Davis, who was unable 
to be present, but sent a wire that his 
assistant would be on hand. The Assist­
ant Secretary, Hon. Hanford McNider, 
told the members that the most cordial 
relations exist today between the War 
Department and the National Guard, 
which he referred to as "the largest ele­
ment of our national defense." 

P-"General Hammond of the Militia Bu­
reau," said he, "comes direct to our of­
fices with your problems and needs and 
then we proceed to thresh them out 

P-It would be up to you national guards­
men to meet any emergency which might 
arise in this country before we could as­
semble the regular army from all parts 
of the world. 

P-"The National Guard brings us the sen­
timent of the states to which you belong 
and greatly assists the War Department 
in the shaping of its general policies. 

The Kentucky Hotel, Where Convention 
Met 
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P-"Personally, I would like to see every youth of this land serve at least one year in the National Guard. It would make 
him a thoughtful citizen and a student of international affairs. It would also give him some idea of what brings forth 
patriotism to serve in your organization. It would teach him a great citizenship. 

P-"I want to assure you gentlemen the office of the Secretary of War will open the door to every suggestion from 
spokesmen for the National Guard and we will give you every consideration." 

P-The next speaker was Major General Robert C. Davis, Adjutant General of the Army. He gave a brief history of his 
department and declared it was prepared to function as an American institution which was a great advancement over 
1917, when there was no prescribed organization for general headquarters. Of the 11,000 names in the 1926 record of 
his office, Adjt. Gen. Davis said, 10,000 served in the World War. He pledged support to the National Guard. 

P-Maj. Gen. Creed C. Hammond, Chief of the Militia Bureau, speaking 
at the afternoon session, said that while the standards of military train­
ing are higher now than ever before the work of the National Guard is 
seriously hampered by the lack of funds. The War Department and the 
National Guard are necessary to each other and for that reason "it is 
vitally important that they develop the closest possible team work." 
They can not be separated in time of war, he said, therefore they should 
not be in time of peace. He expressed the belief "that mutual under­
standing and time will eventually perfect our national defense system." 
General Hammond said that there are 13,342 officer positions authorized 
in the National Guard under the present tables of organizations. For 
these positions 11,736 officers have been recognized and there are now 
1,606 vacancies to be filled. During the year there were 2,454 separa­
tions. The figures for enlisted personnel, he said, were not so accurate 
and a further study is contemplated with a view to obtaining accurate 
data. The matter of supplies for the guard is still a perplexing problem, 
but he indicated that 1,000 more horses, much needed, will be bought, 
but even these will not fill the demand. Existing units need 12,494 
horses, he said, and the new purchases will for the most part merely 
supplement those which have become unserviceable. 

THE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 
P-The resolutions committee was in charge of Major General Price of 

Pennsylvania as Chairman and Captain J. B. Hudson of Mississippi as 
secretary. The following were the important resolutions, report out and 
adopted by the Association: 

P-WHEREAS, The National Guard Air Corps Officers on flying status 
undergo a physical examination by a Flight Surgeon every six (6) 
months on Form No. 609, which is much more thorough than the annual 
examination as required by A. G. O. No. 63: 

P-BE IT RESOLVED, that the A. G. O. No. 63 examination be elim­
inated, in so far as it applies to officers of the Air Corps who have 
qualified by examination in Form No. 609. 

P-WHEREAS, since much time and effort have been spent in building 
up the Divisions of the National Guard, and in recognition of the neces­
sity for training that will enable these Divisions to be ready for emer­
gency : 

P-Be it, therefore, RESOLVED, that the National Guard Association 
go on record as favoring the assembling and training of entire Divisions 
in connection with Field Instruction, when practicable. 

P-RESOLVED: That Section 90 of the National Defense Act be so 
amended as to provide that a regimental supply or other commissioned 
officer may be a caretaker. 

P-BE IT RESOLVED: That the National Guard Association of the 
United States, in convention met at Louisville, Kentucky, November 17 
to 19, 1926, do reaffirm their former stand in favor of legislation which 
will give to the disabled emergency officer retirement of the same form 
as that given to eight other classes of officers. 

P-BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the delegates to this con­
vention be instructed to communicate with their respective Senators and 
Congressmen to urge their support for the Tyson-Fitzgerald Bill S 3027 
and H R 4548, at this coming session of Congress. 

P-BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Executive Council be 
directed to co-operate with others interested, and leave nothing undone 
to further the enactment of the Tyson-Fitzgerald bill into law. 

P-WHEREAS, civilian helpers of he National Guard have been recog-


