
notice. The following is— 

THE SCORE. 
108th N. Y. Vols. H. L. R. 8th N. Y. Cav. H. L. R. 
C. B. Dickson, c 3 4 Bliss, c 2 3 
P. C. Kavanaugh, p 2 3 Moore, p 3 3 
A.T. Wells, ss 4 1 E. B. Parsons, ss 3 2 
H. Edwards, 1st b 3 3 Playford, 1st b 4 1 
S. Porter, 2d b 3 2 Clayford, 2d b 4 1 
T. E. Parsons, 3d b 2 1 Bannister, 3d b 2 1 
S. P. Howard, r f 3 1 Bloss, r f 3 1 
T. Haley, o f 4 1 Carr, c f 4 0 
J. McMannis, l f 5 0 Malbern, l f 3 1 
Total 16 Total 14 
Innings 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
108th N. Y. 1 0 5 3 3 0 0 4 0 
8th Cav. 0 0 2 2 1 3 2 1 3 
Home Runs, Kavanaugh and Dickson, 108th N. Y. Vols. 
Scorer 8th N. Y. Cav.—Sergt. M. Reid. 
" 108th N. Y. Vols.—Sergt. F. M. Thrasher. 
Umpire—Col. Chas. J. Powers, 108th N. Y. Vols. 

You see we can play ball some, if not more.— 
Everything is lovely with us. We are all ready 
for a move, which must be near at hand. The 
8th are about a mile from us, in comfortable 
camps. Col. Benjamin is in command; all are 
in superb condition. The "l i t t le" 108th are 
as tough and wiry as ever—hard to beat. I hurry 
this off by the evening mail, wishing to be kind­

ly remembered to mutual friends, and remain-
ing, 
Yours, sincerely, ADJUTANT. 

F r o m t h e 1 0 8 t h . 

Shortly after 4 o'clock, the morning of the 
sixth, the battle again opened, and our forces 
succeeded in driving the enemy back somewhat 
more than a mile. At this point they opened 
on us with a battery, but without success, for 
we still advanced. 

Between six and seven o'clock Lee received 
reinforcements. General Longstreet came up 
and throwing his fresh troops against our right, 
we were compelled to fall back. It was at this 
where Col. Powers received his wound, which 
came near being fatal. Col. Pierce, Capt. Por­
ter, Adjutant Parsons, Lieuts. Wells and How­
ard, were also wounded here. 

Our troops fell back but a short distance, 
when meeting re-inforcements, they rallied, and 
moving more to the right, engaged the enemy 
once more. Our men fought bravely, and stuck 
to it heroically, but overpowering numbers com­
pelled them at last to give way. 

Orders were given to fall back slowly, and 
keep firing. But it soon became a stampede, 
and every one was on the double quick. Gen. 
Hancock, with great foresight, had ordered 
breastworks thrown up on the cross roads, or 
rather on the one crossing the Fredericksburg 
and Orange Court House plank-road. At this 
point those falling back in such disorder, stop­
ped, reformed, and were sent to the right and 
left. Longstreet did not follow as far. During 
the forenoon the woods south-east of the cross 
roads took fire, and all the troops for a mile and 
a half lay in their breast-works for four or five 
hours, almost suffocated by, the smoke. In the 
afternoon men were sent out to squelch the 
flames, and succeeded. At 3 o'clock the enemy 
advanced, and charged on the works. They out­
numbered us three to one, but our "boys" held 
on to their position with a pertinacity truly sur­
prising. 

Three times were they repulsed, but those re­
maining from the former advancing lines, rallied 
to their last line, and made a desperate attempt 
to force us from our position. At one point 
near the cross roads they succeeded in reaching 
the works, and walked right over them amongst 
our men. There and then those few remaining 
gave way, fell back to our second line, rallied, 
and, with a yell of defiance, charged back on the 
enemy, drove them from the works, and follow­
ed them down to the woods. There it was the 
one long wild shout of victory went up, and was 
echoed and re-echoed back by the whole of 
our forces in line. And there too did Gen. Han­
cock send an aid to Grant, saying that the third 
brigade had saved the Army of the Potomac 
from complete rout. 

I have neither the space nor time to describe 
every day's fight. However, I may mention a 
few of the principal events. 

Fighting has been going on constantly at dif­
ferent points along our line. On the 7th, the 
Fifth Corps had a "right smart" engagement 
near Spottsylvania, with Stewart's Cavalry, and 
some infantry here, the 140th N. Y., suffered 
badly. In fact, I learn from their boys that they 
have lost about two-thirds of their regiment 
during the ten days. 

The 8th and 6th Cavalry have also suffered 
very severely, and I regret, exceedingly, that I 
can not send a true account of their casualties, 
but my source of information is rather limited. 

On the 9th, the 108th was out as flankers and 
skirmishers all day. The 10th we moved a few 
miles to the left, entered the woods, and after 
supporting another line for some time, our 
brigade made a bayonet charge on the rebel for-

BATTLEFIELD NEAR SPOTTSYLVANIA, 
May 16, 1864. 

EDITORS EXPRESS:—Knowing that many 
anxiously await the tidings from the front, and 
that your telegraphic reports are uncertain, I 
hasten at this, my first opportunity, to lay be-
fore the readers of your journal a correct state­
ment of the casualties of our regiment. To de­
scribe the battle itself is something that neither 
the soldier nor historian can do. Those who 
lived through the battle can tell what happened 
in their immediate vicinity, but from actual ob-
servation, no more. The whole ten days' fight­
ing was done mostly in the woods, and that, 
too, when the ground was covered with a very 
extensive growth of small shrubbery and under­
brush. 

The army broke camp on the night of the 3d 
inst., and with few exceptions, were on the 
move until the middle of the afternoon follow­
ing. The Sixth Corps commenced the battle on 
the morning of the fifth. But very tow shots 
were fired by the artillery and those only to 
"feel" where the enemy was, and from the mo­
ment the battle commenced until after dark, 
there was one incessant roar of musketry, and 
if the noise was mitigated at all during the day, 
it was only for a few moments, and then it 
would burst forth again with redoubled force 
and effect. 

General Grant, I understand, wanted to en­
gage the enemy somewhat above and back of 
Todd's Tavern, on the Orange Court House 
road, and sent the 2d Corps up there for that 
purpose, but General Lee did not agree with 
him, and the result was, the fight opened near 
Chancellorsville, some of our troops occupying 
the ground the rebs held in the battle of the 
above name; consequently our corps, (the 2d) 
had to return over four miles. Our brigade— 
the third of the 2d Division—was thrown in on 
the right center about 4 P. M. 

As night closed in around us, thus shutting 
out from view these two vast contending armies, 
but little ground had been gained by the fede­
­als. The firing gradually ceased, and by 10 P. 
M. all was quiet. 

Occasionally, however, during the night, a 
volley from some regiment, either Confederate 

or Federa,—caused by some advancing skirm-
ishers—would cause our men to spring up from 
the ground and grasp their pieces, ready for any 
emergency. 



tifications, which our troops had tried in vain to 
take half a dozen times. The movement was a 
failure as was another of the same kind made 
some time afterwards. They were insurmonna-
ble, and almost impregnable. They next day we 
were still under fire, and threw up a new line of 
breast-works. 

Towards night a heavy rain set in and has con­
tinued up to the present time almost without 
ceasing. Yesterday was pleasant, but it rained 
again last night. 

At midnight of the 12th we left our position 
and moved through the rain and mud about four 
miles to the left. At five o'clock we advanced 
in line through the woods, down hill and up 
again, across ditches, &c, for about a mile, 
when we came upon the enemy's first line of 
fortifications, just taken by part of our corps, 
with nearly all the troops therein, amounting 
to some thousands, and a few pieces of artillery. 
We charged over them and drove the "Johnies" 
through the woods nearly a mile, to their next 
line of works, taking many prisoners on the 
way. 

Hearing rather heavy musketry on our left 
and rear, the brigade fell back slowly to the fire 
line, without being immediately followed. Lee 
threw some shell over us here, but little damage 
was done as they "flew high." 

The pieces captured, and two of our own bat-
teries, were got in position and opened heavily 
on them, and soon succeeded in silencing their 
guns. Reinforcements came up and were 
thrown in front of the works, which served as 
well as would new ones; and then charge after 
charge was made by the enemy, but they were 
futile; and their men lay piled in heaps. 

That you may have some idea of the severity 
of our fire, I will mention that an oak tree 
nearly a foot in diameter, was cut down by our 
musket and rifle balls. Those who were unfor-

tunate enough to be wounded, suffered untold 
agonies, for a cold rain prevailed all the time. 
Those who were wounded in the first three day 
fight were lucky indeed, i. e., in being hurt be-
fore the storm. All the troops suffered from 
exposure to the inclement weather—lack of 
sleep, fatigue, &c., &c. Yet but few were dis-
couraged, for they look forward to bright pros-

pects and a speedy end of the rebellion. 
Gen. Burnside has done a great deal and ac-

complished much, bringing all his available 
force to use against the enemy, leaving his col-
ored troops to guard the trains. 

I learn that over 20,000 of our wounded have 
been sent to Fredericksburg and to Washing-
ton. 

May 19th—Having sent out no mail since the 
above, I open it to add a few more interesting 
items. 

Yesterday, Wednesday, the army had another 
severe engagement near our right center. Du­
ring the time our forces were engaged the 
weather was intensely hot, and the troops suf-
fered a great deal. Pretty much of the 2d Corps 
were in the charge made upon the enemy's 
works. At this point the rebels had got their 
batteries in position; when the advance was made 
they poured a most murderous fire of shot and 
shell, grape and canister into our ranks. When 
the pieces first opened, our lines were for a mo-
ment staggered by the shower of the deadly missiles 

thus thrown into their ranks, but 'twas only for 
a moment, for as the cry of "Forward" rang in 
their ears, a loud cheer issued from the throats 
of all, and then the lines pushed forward again, 
still hopeful and bravely encountering the storm 

of bullets from behind the rebel earthworks.— 
On, still on! This line of long-tried veterans 
still advance. They reach the works, a few get 
to the top, more follow, the rebs. give way, our 
men push them hard and follow them close, 
sending their bullets alter the retreating foe, 
who reach the second line of fortifications, rally 
for a few moments, but again retreat before the 
fast flying bullets of the Yankees. 

Many brave men fell here, but their death was 
avenged almost on the spot. 

With Gen. Grant at their head, I think the 
Army of the Potomac will fight to the last man. 
All have confidence in his ability and judgment, 
and feel certain of his success in this great un­
dertaking. Yours, &c., H. 

From the 108th Regiment. 

MARY'S HEIGHTS, FREDERICKSBURG, 
Va., May 21, 1984. 

The greatest struggle for supremacy that has 
ever occurred in the modern history of the 
world is now transpiring. This county, 
Spottsylvania, will be one vast hecatomb of 
dead men's bones. In its limits have occurred 
the battles of the first and second Fredericks-
burg, Chancellorsville, Mine Run, and the awful 
contest now daily going on. Entire brigades 
have been annihilated. Regiments have but 
few survivors, and officers and privates by thou­
sands lie in their final resting places in the wild 
jungles of Virginia. Throughout the terrible 
ordeal thus far, the 108th has sustained its part 
with unblemished courage and honor. Engaged 
in the heat of the deadliest conflicts, and its 
ranks sadly riven and shocked, yet the sur­
viving band of Spartans are as ready to rally 
and battle to the death, as upon the day the 
struggle commenced. 

About 9 o'clock on the evening of the 3d 
inst., in compliance with orders received, the 
regiment left winter quarters near Morton's 
Ford, to join the balance of our (Carroll's) 
brigade, near Stevensburg, which was effected 
near midnight. The division (Gibbons'), in 
conjunction with the other divisions of the old 
Second Corps, then pushed for Ely's Ford on 
the Rapidan, which was crossed without oppo­
sition from the rebels, although formidable 
earthworks were thrown up. The immense la­
bor that had been expended upon works at 
Morton's Ford, Clark Mountain, &c., by them 
during the winter, had thus been brought to 
naught. The troops advanced cautiously till 
about noon of the 5th, when the terrific strug­
gle commenced. The musketry was the heavi­
est ever heard, and continued incessently.— 
Mingled with the rapid roll of musketry could 
be heard the loud battle charge, shrieks and 
groans, which were agonizing and thrilling be­
yond the power of description. Thousands of 
wounded were being brought in maimed in 
every shocking manner. The fighting raged 
unceasingly on the 6th. The 108th had suf-
fered heavily. Eight of twelve officers who 
went into battle were wounded or badly injured. 
While Col. Powers was gallantly leading his 
command onward, a ball struck him near the 
right shoulder, passing through his back, and 
produced a wound of serious character. Lt. 
Col. Pierce, who had just returned to us on the 
1st inst., was wounded in the right hand; Ad­
jutant Parsons upon the chin; Capt. Porter, 
Lieuts. Wells, Howard and Englehart were also 
wounded. Lieut. Ostrander was severely 

bruised, but resumed command of his company 
again. He was badly injured on the 12th and 
obliged to leave the field. Lt. Col. Pierce re-
mained on duty till the 18th, when his wound, 


