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Bcorer 8th —Bergt. M, Reld.
** 108th N, Y Vols —Sergt. F. M, lmaanel
Umplre—Col. Chas. J. Powers, 108th N, Y, Vols.

You gee we can play ball some, if not more.—
Everything is lovely with us. We are all ready
for & move, which must be near at hand. The

9 | 8th are about a mile from us, in comfortable

, | camps. Col. Benjamin is in command; all are
y{ in superb condition, ‘The ¢little’’ 108th are
, | e8 tough and wiry as ever—hard to beat. I hurry
this off by the evening mail, wishing to be kind-
ly:remembered to mutual friends, and remain-

ing, Yours, sincerely, ADJUTANT. ’
————

‘From tho 10Sth.
BATTLEFIALD NEAR SPOTTSYLVANIA, }
May 16, 1864 )
EpiTors ExprESS:—Knowing that many
anxiously await the tidings from the front, and
that your telegraphic reporis are uncertain, I
hasten at this, my first opportunity, to lay be:

ment of the casualties of our regiment. 'Fo de-
scribe the battle itself is something that neither
the soldier nor historian can do. Those who
lived through the battle can tell what happened
in their immediate vicinity, but from actual ob-
servation, no. more. The whole ten days’ fight-
ing was done mostly in the woods, and that,
too, when the ground was covered with a very
extensive growth of small shrubbery and under-
brush®
The army broke camp on the night of the 3d
inst., and with few. exceptions, were on the
move until the middle ot the afternoon follow-
ing. The Bixth Corps commenced the battle on
the morning of the fifth. But very fow shots
were fired by the artillery and those only to
‘“feel” where the enemy was, and from the mo-
ment the battle commenced until after dark,
there was one incessant roar of musketry, and
if the noise was mitigated at all during the day,
it was only for a few moments, and then it
would burst forth again with redoublcd force
and effect.
General Grant, I understand, wanted to en-
gage the enemy: somewhat above.and back of
Todd’s Tavern, on the Orange Court House
‘road, and sent the 24 Corps up there for that
purpose, but General Lee' did not agree with
him, and the result was,-the fight opened near
Chancellorsville, some of our troops occupying
the ground the rebs held in the hattle of the
above name; consequently our corps, (the 2d)
had to return over four miles, Our brigade—
the third of the 2d Division—was thrown in on
‘the right center about 4 P. M.
- As night closed insaround us, thus shutting
‘out from view. thege two vast contending armies,
but little ground had been gained by the fede-
!'Bll The firing” gradually ceased aud by 10 P.
M all'was quiet. !
' 'Occasionally,: however, during the night, a
tvolley from some regiment, .either Confederate
‘or ml,—-caus d by some ’ advancing ‘skirm:
! hcts—would cause' our men to, sprinp; up from
he¢ ground and grasp thexr pleces, ready for any
mergency. e

fore the readers of your journal a correct state- |

e/ ng the enemy" back'
‘more than a mile.,* - At this' point they opened
‘on us with a battery, but wrthout success, for
wo still advanced.

Between six.and seven o’clock Leo received
reinforcements. . General Longstreet came up
and tbrowing his fresh troops against our right,
we were compelled to fall back. It was at this
where Col. Powers received his wound, which

came near being fatal.  Col. Pierce, Capt. Por-
ter, Adjutant Parsons, Lieuts. Wells nnd How-
ard, were also wounded here.

Our troops fell back but a short distance,
when meeting re-inforcements, they rallied, and
moving more to the right, engaged the enemy
once more. Qur men fought bravely, and stuck
to it heroically, but overpowering numbers com-
‘pelled them at last to give way.

Orders were given to fall -back slowly, and
keep firing. But it soon: became a stampede,
and every ono was on the double quick. Gen.
Hancock, with great foresight, had ordered
breastworlis thrown up on the cross roads, or
rather on the one crossing the Fredericksburg
and Orange Court House plank-road. At this
point those falling back in such disorder, stop--
ped, reformed and were sent to the right and
left. Longstrcet did not follow as far. During
the forenoon the woods south-east of the cross
roads took fire, and all the troops for a mile and
a half lay in their breast-works for four or five
hours, almost suffocated by the smoke. In the
afternoon men were sent out to squelch the
flameg, and succeeded. Af 3 o’clock the enemy
advanced, and charged on the works. They out-
numbered us three to one, but our *‘ boys ' held
on to their position with a pertinacity truly sur-
prising.

Three times were they repulsed, but those re-
maining from the former advancing lines, rallied
to their last line, and made a desperate attempt
to force us from our position. At one point
near the cross roads they succeeded in reaching
the works, and walked right over them amongst
our men. There and then those few remaining
gave way, fell back to our second line, rallied,
and, with a yell of defiance, eharged back on the
enemy, drove them from the works, and follow-
ed them down to the woods. There it was the

echoed and and re-echoed back by the whole of
our forces in line. And there too did Gen. Han-
cock send an aid to Grant, saying that the third
brigade had. saved {he Army of the Potomac
from cop ‘;Ietc rout.

I h'r" ¢ neither the space nor time to describe

.y day’s fight. However, I may meéntion a
x)w of the principal cvents.

Fighting has been going on coust‘mtly at dif-
‘erent points along our line. On the 7th, the
Fifth Corps had a “right smart’ engagement
1ear 8pottsylvania, with Stewart’s Cayalry, and
sjomo infantry here, the 140th N. Y., suffered
>adly. In fact, I learn from their boys that they
1ave lost about two-thirds of their regiment
luring the ten days.

The 8th-and 6th Cavalry have also suffered

very severely, and -I regret, exccedingly, that I ;

:an not send a true account of their casualtics,
but my gource of information is rather limifed.
1'On the 9th, the 108th was out as flankers and
skirmishers all ‘day. The 10th wo moved a few
miles to°the. left, entered the woods, and after
lnpporting anot,her line for some’ time, ‘our

. b,r!gade made & bayonet, cha.vge on the rebel for-

one long wild shout of victory went up, and was
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