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Gold Watches Offered 
AS STIMULUS TO RECRUITING 

By Lt. Col. Chas. J. Dieges, Secretary, M. A. L. 

Brigadier General George R. Dyer, 87th Infantry 
Brigade makes official recruiting announcement 
during Athletic Tournament at 102nd Engineers 

Armory on March 12th, 1924. 

Prizes for Recruiting 
Handsome prizes will be presented to the three individual enlisted 
men of Greater New York National Guard Organizations who secure 
the largest number of Recruits. The contest to begin on the night 
of these games, March 12th, 1924 and end March 12th, 1925 win­
ners to be selected by Brig. Gen. Edward J. Westcott, Adjutant 

Gen. N. Y. N. G. 

1st Prize - Solid 14 karat Gold watch - Waltham Movement. 

2nd Prize - Twenty year Gold Filled Case - Elgin Movement. 

3rd Prize - Ten year Gold Filled Case - Standard Movement. 

(See inside of last cover for rules governing contest.) 
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BICYCLE 
PLAYING CARDS 

The Nat ion 's First and Foremost 
Form of Recreation 

THE U. S. PLAYING CARD CO. 
Cincinnati, O., U. S. A. 

Listen to our powerful new station 

W S A I 
and hear radio programs 
of typical Bicycle quality 

WHAT IMPORTANT PART DOES 
ART PLAY IN YOUR LIFE? 

We have made a number of fac-simile re­
productions in full color of masterpieces 
now hanging in the Metropolitan Mu­
seum of Art. 
See our famous "U, S. Prints" at our Fine 
Arts Galleries, 6 East 39th St. (6th floor) 
New York City; or phone Caledonia 6983 

THE 
United States Printing & Lithograph Co. 

85 to 101 North 3rd Street Brooklyn, N. Y. 

THE 212 th Coas t Ar t i l l e ry , N. Y. N. G. ( f o r m e r l y 12th In­
f a n t r y ) , is t h e only An t i -Ai rc ra f t un i t in t he N e w Y o r k 
Na t iona l G u a r d . 
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m a c h i n e g u n s a n d a u t o m a t i c rifles, a n d w i t h search l igh ts of o n e 
bil l ion cand le p o w e r . 

Join t he R e g i m e n t now, a n d b e r e a d y for C a m p Ju ly 1 9 th to 
A u g u s t 2nd . A n y ab le bod ied m a n b e t w e e n t h e ages of 18 a n d 45 
y e a r s can enlist a n y n igh t b y cal l ing a t t h e A r m o r y , 120 W. 6 2 n d 
St., N e w York Ci ty . 

T h e r e will b e p l en ty of r e c r e a t i o n — s h o o t i n g , s w i m m i n g , ba se ­
ball , a n d t r a c k a th le t ics , in add i t ion to m i l i t a ry ins t ruc t ion a n d 
t r a in ing . 
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Regimental Historical Sketches 
By Col. DeWitt Clinton Falls 

PART I 

WI T H the numerous details with 
which he is charged In the admin­

istration of his company, a commanding 
officer very often does not have the time 
or opportunity to properly instruct each 
recruit in the details of the history of the 
organization he is joining. It would there­
fore seem appropriate to publish a series 
of articles under the above title so that 
each reader of T H E N E W YORK NATIONAL 

GUARDSMAN may have an opportunity to 
familiarize himself with the history of 
his own, and other organizations. This 
will help to explain the references to his­
torical events made by speakers at com­
pany and regimental gatherings and also 
the reasons for the various emblems on 
the coat of arms and distinctive devices 
that are now worn on the uniforms. It 
will also help towards a better under­
standing of the portraits and pictures, 
relics, etc., that are exhibited in so many 
armories. It is the intention to give with 
the historical sketches, a series of draw­
ings of the different uniforms that have 
been worn by an organization in the past, 
so that an old portrait will no longer be 
"The guy in funny clothes" to the recruit. 
He will be able to know when and why 
the uniform depicted was painted, or 
photographed, and the reasons it was 

worn. He will be able to explain many 
interesting things to friends and future 
recruits when showing them around the 
armory. With the renewed interest in a 
distinctive uniform for each organization, 
the study of those worn in the past may 
inspire interest in the subject and offer 
suggestions for the preservation of his­
torical details, should a new uniform be 
contemplated. The historical information 
will be taken from the official records of 
The Adjutant's office and I have been 
asked to furnish these sketches, probably 
not only because I can draw the "Crayon 
Soldier" but because I have made a study 
of historical uniforms for many years and 
have inherited from my father, who was 
also deeply interested in the same subject, 
a large and varied collection of books, 
prints, photographs and sketches on the 
subject, to which I have made many addi­
tions. I have therefore accepted the invi­
tation of the editor to use this data in 
writing these sketches which he assures 
tne will be of great interest to the readers 
of T H E N E W YORK NATIONAL GUARDS­

MAN, 

51ST M A C H I N E G U N SQUADRON 

This organization was first recruited as 
an independent troop of cavalry about 
1885, known as the New York Hussars. 
Four years later this independent organi­

zation was mustered into the state service 
on April 2nd as Troop A, National Guard, 
State of New York. On February 9, 
1895, Troop A was expanded into Squad­
ron A, which title it bore until December 
2, 1911, when it was merged into the 1st 
Regiment of Cavalry, On November 5, 
1913, the Squadron was detached from the 
regiment and became a separate organiza­
tion under the designation of 1st Squad­
ron of Cavalry. This was changed back 
to its old title of Squadron A on March 
5, 1914. 

In the Spanish-American War one 
troop made up of volunteers from the 
Squadron was mustered into the United 
States Service on May 2, 1898, served 
in the Porto Rico campaign and Army 
of Occupation and was mustered out on 
November 28, 1898. 

On June 30, 1916 the Squadron was 
mobilized for duty on the Mexican Border 
and was in the United States Service as 
part of the 6th Division of the National 
Guard until December 28, 1916, serving 
at McAllen, Texas. 

The Squadron enlisted in the United 
States Service for the World War on 
July 22, 1917. 

In the reorganization of the National 
Guard for service in France, it became 
the 105th Machine Gun Battalion of the 
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53rd Infantry Brigade, 27th Division, 
with which it participated in all its opera­
tions overseas. Over 700 members and 
former members of the Squadron were 
also commissioned in the Army serving 
with other organizations. 

During the World War Squadron A, 
New York Guard, was organized for state 
service and with the returned personnel 
of the war units continued the old organi­
zation in the reconstructed National 
Guard, becoming under the new tables of 
organization a mounted machine gun unit 
under its present designation. 

As Troop A it saw service in the Buf­
falo State riots from August 19 to 26, 
1892 and in the Brooklyn Trolley Riots 
from January 21st to 28, 1895, and as 
Squadron A was in the state service for 
riot duty at Croton Dam from April 16th 
to 24, 1900. 

The original uniform adopted for the 
New York Hussars was copied almost in 
every detail from the 10th Hussars of the 
British Army. The expense necessary to 
procure a complete outfit was found to 
make recruiting extremely difficult and in 
1886 it was modified to that of the un­
dress of a British hussar regiment. On 
entering the state service in 1889 this dis­
tinctive uniform was discarded and the 
new troop was equipped in the regulation 
cavalry uniform as prescribed by the 
state. In 1895 it was decided to again 
adopt a distinctive uniform and after 
much deliberation and the submitting of 
various samples, the well known light 
blue hussar uniform was authorized in 
1897. 

The World War made it necessary to 
discontinue all full dress and dress uni­
forms, but it hopes that with the revived 
interest in distinctive uniforms, that it 
will not be long before the light blue and 
black of the old Squadron A uniforms 
will again be seen at the various military 
parades, ceremonies and functions. 

{To be continued) 

The Passing of a 
Great Soldier 

I T is with profound regret that we an­
nounce the death of General Lord 

Rawlinson in India. The 27th and 30th 
Divisions, National Guard, served under 
General Rawlinson in the battles of the 
hundred days, Aug. 8th to Nov. 11, 1918 
and he was not only their commander but 
their admirer and sincere friend. In his 
"foreword" of "The Story of the Fourth 
Army" he paid a great tribute to the gal­
lantry and dash of the men from New 
York, Illinois, Carolina and Tennessee, 
and especially commended the efficient 
staff work of these divisions. 

Lt. Colonel 
Foster G. Hetzel 

IT is now Lt. Col. Foster G. Hetzel, 
Quartermaster 27th Division. Col. 

Hetzel was appointed Major, Quarter­
master last fall, from Captain, aide. He 
now assumes the full rank of his posi­
tion and has the temperament and ability 
to make one of the finest quartermasters 
the division has ever had, being an effi­
cient officer with a splendid record. He 
will be the Camp Quartermaster on duty 
at Camp Smith during the training pe­
riod this summer. 

Veteran Association 
47th Regiment 

TH E annual memorial services were 
held April 5th at Calvary Church, 

Bushwick Parkway, Brooklyn, in mem­
ory of departed comrades. There was 
a very large attendance of not only the 
veterans but the active members of the 
27th Division Trains, the new unit. 

The regular monthly meeting will be 
held in the Armory Thursday, April 16, 
at 8.30 p, m. 

The new veteran buttons are now 
available. 

Military Activity 
In Watertown 

CO M P A N Y E, 108th Inf., has just 
received the report of the annual 

inspection and are very proud of it. A 
special notice was attached giving this 
Company great credit for its military 
courtesy. 

Company E's basketball team is just 
finishing a very successful season, suffer­
ing defeat only at the hands of Company 
M. Company E has won seven and lost 
two, which we consider a good record, 
Company E is going to camp this year 
with a strong basketball team and seek 
revenge for last year's defeat at the hands 
of Company B. 

Soldiers Eat Turkey 
in Hoosick Falls 

GU E S T S , members and ex-members 
of 1st Batt. Head. Co., 105th 

Infantry, of Hoosick Falls, New York, 
enjoyed a turkey dinner in the Armory 
Thursday, March 26th, celebrating the 
39th anniversary of the organization, 
formerly Company M. The guests of 
honor were Col. Ransom H. Gillett, C. O. 
105th Infantry, and Capt. Frederick A. 
Thiessen, Regimental Adjutant. 

A Picturesque Dental Parlor 

A denial officer, U. S. A., working under difficulties at Army 
Headquarters, Bethincourt, Mease, France, October 5, 1918. A 
wonderful setting for a throbbing toothache! 
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The Story of the State Camp 
By Lieutenant Colonel William R. Wright 

AT one time a large American camp 
was situated at Verplancke's Point 

of which the following is an interesting 
account: 

"On my return from the southward in 
1782, I spent a day or two at the Ameri­
can camp at Verplancke's Point, where I 
had the honor of dining with General 
Washington, I had suffered severely from 
an ague which I could not get quit of, 
though I had taken the exercise of a good 
trotting horse, and got thus far to the 
northward in the month of October, The 
General observing it, told me he was sure 
I had not met with a good glass of wine 
for some time—an article then rare—but 
that my disorder must be frightened 
away. He made me drink three or four 
cups of his excellent Madeira at noon, 
and recommended me to take a generous 
glass of claret after dinner; a prescrip­
tion by no means repugnant to my feel­
ings, and which I most religiously fol­
lowed, I mounted my horse the next 
morning, and continued by journey to 
Massachusetts without ever experiencing 
the slightest return of my disorder. The 
American camp here presented a most 
beautiful sight. It extended along the 
plain, on the neck of land formed hy the 
winding of the Hudson, and had a view 
of the river to the south. Behind it the 
lofty mountains, covered with woods, 
formed the most sublime background that 
painting could express. In the front of 
the tents was a regular continued portico, 
formed by the boughs of trees in full 
verdure, decorated with much taste and 
fancy. Opposite the camp, and on dis­
tinct eminences, stood the tents of some 
of the general officers, over which towered 
predominant that of Washington. I had 
seen all the camps in England, from 
which many drawings and engravings 
have been taken: but this was, truly, a 
subject worthy of the pencil of the first 
artist. The French camp, during their 
stay in Baltimore, was decorated in the 
samer manner. At the camp at Verplanck's 
Point we distinctly heard the morning 
and evening gun of the British at Kings-
bridge." 

We are indebted to Major Howland 
Pell, R. L., for the following account of 
the events of Revolutionary times, which 
occurred in the immediate vicinity of the 
State Camp:— 

The site of the State Camp at Peeks-
kill was the center of the military events 
that occurred in the vicinity during the 
War of the Revolution, and from its ad­
vantageous situation and fine water su 

(Continued front March issue) 

ply. it was probably occupied by the 
troops of the American Army. The 
sound of shot and shell was frequently 
heard and many skirmishes occurred in 
the neighborhood. It must be remem­
bered, however, that the location in those 
days was more inaccessible than at pres­
ent. for the State Road was not in ex­
istence and the Albany Post Road went 
over Gallows Hill and across Canopus or 
Sprout Brook, through Peekskill Hollow, 
There were two earthwork forts near by, 
one of which (Fort Lookout) is in a fair 
state of preservation, on the summit of 
the hill between Peekskill Creek and 
Sprout Brook, commanding Annsville 

Bay; and the other "Fort Independence" 
on the high ground of Roa or Rahway 
Hook. Bolton in his history of West­
chester County, states that in 1848, there 
was a wooden bridge 1496 feet long near 
the present railroad bridge leading to the 
Fort Independence Hotel, in the rear of 
which were the embankments and trenches 
of the old fort. The most stirring events 
of the Revolutionary War which occurred 
here were as follows:— 

March 22, 1777:—500 men under Col. 
Bird with four guns drawn by sailors 
were landed from the British fleet, con­
sisting of a frigate and four transports, 
at Lents Cove near Peekskill, and took 


