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OFFICERS

DON’T FORGET TO ATTEND THE COMING
CONVENTION OF THE

NATIONAL GUARD ASS’N.

WHICH WILL BE HELD
AT THE

HOTEL SYRACUSE
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

January 17 and 18, 1930

Friday and Saturday---Respectively

THIS confab offers the only opportunity of

the year where officers of all branches of
the State’s Military Forces may get-together
for a common purpose which is bound to

make for a bigger and better National Guard
and Naval Militia—

--- WHAT ARE YOU SAYING?

(See convention article elsewhere herein)
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G eorges Clemenceaw.

at Rest

Pr rvegts at cage within his arabe,

This “Pictory Wan” and “Tiger” brabe.
s history holos the wreath of “Fame”
aAnd all the world veberes the name.

ann also beld by historp,

J¥s this man’s torch of “Victory”.

Pe vests in peace, noiw free from cate.
For him it’s “Peace”, “dpres La Guerre”.

Edhir Dunne,
Post 2o, 23, 27th Dibision Assn.
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The National Guard of the
United States

By Lr. CoL. Frep M. Warersury, National Secretary

The National Guard Association of the United States
held its annual meeting this year in the beautiful Hotel
Ambassador, Los Angeles, October 17, 18 and 19. It
was pretty for West to get
a good delegation from New
York as it covered practi-
cally three weeks. The good-
sized delegation at first lined
up dwindled down towards
the hour of departure, until
our hustling State Secretary,
Maj. William J. Mangine,
had to use every persuasive
power accumulated in his
long experience with rail-
road travel management to
enable the New York dele-
gates getting the usual com-
fortable compartment Pull-
man.

The following comprised
the party: Col. and Mrs.
Frederick W. Baldwin, Col.
Lucius A. Salisbury, Col.
Paul Loeser, Col. Lewis M.
Thiery, Lieut.-Col. and Mrs.
Edward J. Reilly, Lieut.-Col.
Fred M. Waterbury, Maj.
William J. Mangine and
Capt. Lawrence G. Brower.

The party went out by the
way of the New York Cen-
tral and Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy R. R. route and
returned by the way of the
Santa Fe and New York
Central. One of the pleasant
features going was the stop
at Salt Lake City. Here the
delegation was met by offi-
cers of the Utah National Guard, including Col. Curtis
Clawson. Maj. Erwin Clawson and Capt. Harold Jennings
of the 145th Field Artillery and Maj. Fred A. Prince,
Field Artillery, United States Army. These officers took
the members of the delegation in automobiles to various
points of interest in their beautiful city, including Fort
Douglas, Utah University, the new War Memorial
Grounds, the State Capitol and the Mormon Tabernacle.
The delegation was highly pleased and edified by the
cordiality and hospitality of these Utah officers. In the
afternoon the delegation attended part of the two-hour
service in the Mormon Tabernacle and spent the remain-
ing time in sightseeing.

Mais. Gex. Avrrep F. Foorg, Newly Elected President

The feature of the return trip was the day’s stop at the
Grand Canvon. The New Yorkers enjoyed every day of
the entire trip and not a drop of rain marred a single
day of the three weeks.

Hotel Ambassador, where
the - meetings, banquet and
ball were held, is ideally
situated about midway be-
tween the business section of
Los Angeles and the Holly-
wood section, and is located
on some twenty-seven acres
of grounds with beautiful
lawns and flower gardens, a
large swimming pool, ten-
nis courts and a miniature
golf course.

The entertainment fur-
nished by the local commit-
lee was most enjoyable and
splendidly carried out by the
California Guardsmen, head-
ed by a general committee
consisting of Brig.-Gen. Wal-
ter P. Story as chairman,
Col. Harcourt Hervey, vice-
chairman; Maj. William G,
Harris, secretary, and Capt
Jesse E. Brinker, treasurer;
the last three officers of the
160th Infantry, the regi-
ment located in Los Angeles.
Gen. Richard E. Mittelstaedt,
the Adjutant-General of
California, and the official
personnel of the Hotel Am-
bassador also contributed in
every way toward the com-
fort and entertainment of
the members of the conven-
tion, enabling them to see Los Angeles at its best.

After the “get-together” party in the hotel lobby on
the first evening of the convention the members and their
ladies gained an opportunity of early retirement so as
to be ready for the breakfast party, the buses leaving the
hotel at 7:30 A, M. This dining with the Breakfast Club
out in the country was both novel and highly interesting
with plenty of “ham and eggs,” coffee, fruit and cakes
to put everyone in good humor for the program which
was constantly going on similar to a Rotary meeting.
The club is the outgrowth of a riding club of several
years ago and the breakfast is always a Wednesday morn-
ing feature, under the trees and in the building, changed
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from Wednesday to Friday the week of the convention
to accomunodate their guesis of over three hundred
guardsmen. There were over a thousand in attendance.
The 160th Infantry band, a real musical institution with
a great leader, Warrant Officer Boudreau, furnished
music throughout the breakfast. Under the spell of Edgar
A. Guest’s poetic wizardy and sharing in the fun of their
host organization, the guardsmen, few of whom ranked
under the grade of Lieutenant-Colonel, hit the high spot
of the convention. Maj.-Gen. David P. Barrows, com-
manding the 40th Division, N, G., spoke eloquently for
the army in response to the welcome of the morning
hosts: Gen. Walter P. Story and President Fletcher Ford.
Rosemary Cameron, New York prima donna, won an
ovation, and the closing number by Pietro Gentile, Ital-
ian baritone, almost raised the roof when he singled out
“La Conlessa del Medici de Verona” and made devoted
love to her—only to have Mrs. Gentile rush to the stage
and tear off the tresses of the “countess” in a jealous rage,
disclosing the noted impersonator, Julian Eltinge.

At 4 o'clock on Friday afternocon a sports tea was held
at the Hotel Ambassador for the ladies, followed in the
evening by the Military Ball in the ballroom, the brilliant
uniforms of the new dress variety of the officers and the
beautiful gowns of the ladies furnishing a brilliant pic-
ture turned into action by the wonder strains of the 160th
Infantry Band, conducted by Lieut. Harold W. Roberts.

There were plenty of Hollywood stars of great beauty
in attendance for dancing partners for the bachelors and
“temporary”’ bachelors. Before refreshments were served
a real Hollywood entertainment was furnished through
the courtesy of Harold B. Franklin, president Fox West
Coast Theatres.

On Saturday, as the convention finished its business
by noon, many of the officers joined the ladies in the
motor bus tour to points of interest in Los Angeles and
the Hollywood section.

In the evening the usual banquet was held, presided
over by the retiring President, E. A, Walsh of Minnesota.
Instead of long speech-mzking at the close of the colla-
tion the evening was turned over to Gus Edwards who,
through the courtesy of the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studio,
had arranged a splendid “all-star™ entertainment and it
was all that.

TrE ConvENTION

The convention was opened on Thursday morning,
October 17th, at 10 o’clock by the President, Brig.-Gen.
Ellard A. Walsh of Minnesota.

The visiting State militia officers, many of whom hold
high State or municipal office in their respective com-
monwealths, were welcomed to California and Los An-
geles by Lieut-Gov. Carnshan. Responding addresses
were made by Brig.-Gen. Robert J. Travis of Georgia,
for the association, and Brig.-Gen. Richard E. Mittel-
staedt, Adjutant General of California, who spoke on he-
half of the California National Guard.

The morning session was devoted to organization work,
appointment of commitices and announcements by the
secretary, Lieut.-Col. Fred M. Waterbury of New York.

Maj.-Gen. William G. Price of Pennsylvania was made
chairman of the committee on credentials and his report
showed forty States represented. The other members of
the commitiee were Brig.-Gen. W, A. Raupp of Missouri
and Brig.-Gen. Vivian Collins of Florida.

The president announced the chairman of the various
commitiees as follows: Resolutions and Legislature,
Brig.-Gen. Paul B. Clemens of Wisconsin; Time and
Place, Brig.-Gen. Winfield 5. Price of New Jersey; Nom-
inations, Brig.-Gen. George A. White of Oregon. All
these commitiees were made up of a representative from
each State. The president appointed as the Audit Com-
mittee Col. G. Angus Fraser of North Dakota, Maj.-Gen.
Walter E. Lombard of Massachusetts and Col. John S.
Bersey of Michigan.

The Secretary’s report at the afternoon session gave
the strength of the National Guard in the United States
at approximately 177,000. _

The Treasurer’s report showed a balance on hand as
of October Tih, of $7,412.68, with dues stili out amount-
ing to $739, making total assets of $8,151.68.

President Walsh then read his report, which chronicled
all the act:vities of the association for the year past. It
was complete in every delail, covered under eleven heads:
“The National Guard Association,” “Appropriations,”
“Strength of the National Guard,” “Detail of National
Guard Offizers to the War Department General Staff,”
“The Chief Militia Bureau,” “Status of the National
Guard,” “The Reserve Division Bill,” “Relations With
Other Reserve Components of the Army,” “Military
Legislature,” “Unity Within the National Guard Associa-
tion” and “Conclusion.”

The address of the afternoon was made by Maj.-Gen.
David P. Barrows, Commanding General 40th Division.
Cal. N, G. He said that the convention coming to Los
Angeles was really a great occasion for California and
for the officers of the National Guard of California. The
importance of the National Guard of the United States
as a means of front-line defense was stressed by the
speaker, who pointed out that, as a result of reductions
in the regular army under peace time conditions, there
are only three divisions of this arm of national defense
existing, It is, therefore, necessary that the forty divi-
sions of the National Guard in the United States shall be
trained intensively and kept up to a rigid standard, not
only for national defense but for the handiing of local
disorders and for service in time of disaster., The speaker
declared that one of the serious problems confronting
the militia, and one which the convention may solve profit.
ably is that of intensive training for the rank and file of
the National Guard under existing conditions, which per-
mit of only one meeting a week tor guard units and two
weeks out of the year for instruction in camp.

Letters and telegrams were read from Maj.-Gen. J. L.
Hines, commander of the Ninth Corps Area, United States
Army; Secretary of War Hurley and Walter C. Cole
of Detroit, president of the National Reserve Officers’
Association, expressing regrets that they could not attend
the convention.

Before adjourning the afternoon session President
Walsh appointed a memorial committee comprised of
Brig.-Gen. M. A. Record of Maryland, Col. N. L. King
of New Mexico and Col. H. L. Opie of Virginia to draft
suitable resolutions expressing the deep sorrow of the
convention at the loss of comrades, through death of
Adjt.-Gen. Joe 8. Harris of Arkansas, Col. J. Weston
Myers and Col. Frank H. Hines of New York.

At the Friday morning’s meeting the convention took
up the suggested changes to the Defense Act through the
chairman of the Special Committee, Maj-Gen. Benson W.
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Hough of Ohio. This subject has occupied many of the
recent conventions only to meet with delay on account of
the many disagreements, it being originally known as
the McFarren Resolution. Many eminent officers had in
years past prepared studies on the subject, but this year’s
special committee, appointed by President Walsh, one
officer from each Corps Area, with Gen. Hough as its
chairman, brought in a unanimous report which was
unanimously adopted by the convention. Gen. Hough
read each sectional change in the proposed legislature
and Gen. Record explained the proposed change and the
reason therefor. Amendments to the Defense Act will
be hmu"ht to the attention of the next (mlrrlL lo enact
into the Lw. the recommendations of convention.

At the afternoon session Maj.-Gen. Briant H. Wells,
Deputy Chief of Staff, addressed the convention, his sub-
ject being “The War Department and the National
Guard.” In a later issue we expect to publish Gen. Wells’
very interesting speech in full.

The next speaker was our new Chief of the Militia
Bureau, Maj.-Gen. William G. Everson, who said:

Gentlemen, my mission is to make some ‘-h‘”"{'-ll!ll]\
along the lines of progress of the National Guard, and T
want to divide it into three sections. The first one has to
do with my present position and is very, very personal.
I think everybody connected with the National Guard
knows that we represent many professions—I happen to
represent one profession, you represent another, and in
my tour of duty in various times and in various places,
along the line of my civil occupation, | have never been
called upon to apologize for wearing the uniform. and
I thank God that in my many assignments in a military
way, my fellow officers have never put me in a position
where | had to apologize for my profession. 1 think that

I represent a group of people, in the light of our great
civilization, that sometimes is misunderstood, because
there are some folks in that group of mankind who say
so much and who talk so loud, and people get the idea
that the Church and institutions of rzghleousnecs are op-
posed to the Army. | want to state to you this personal
experience: When the time came to be absent from my
church in Cincinnati, which was one of the three success-
ful institutional churches in America, my church gladly
permitted me to be on leave for lacking five days of two
years. When the time came for me to go to the War Col-
lege my church was very happy to say, “Take three
months,” and when the time came to go to the Commander
of Staff School for the three months’ course there, they
were very happy to tell me to go. and when the time
came for me to accept this appointment I wish you could
have felt the pulse of an organization of seventeen hun-
dred members, which is the l{ll"t“-f church of my particu-
lar denomination, and they hdii just completed the dedi-
cation of the most beautiful building of any denomina-
tion in the State of Indiana, when they said “God bless
you; we are enthusiastically placing you at the disposal,
because we recognize it is a patriotic duty as well as a
privilege to ‘-id!l(] back of the military organization of
America.” And | want to bring that to you, that that
church stands as an exponent of a group of churches
and a group of organizations who are working along the
lines of righteous ideals, who have not forgotten the serv-
ices rendered and the sacrifices freely given by men who
wore the uniform,

1 do appreciate, more than I can tell, the more than
seven hundred letters and telegrams that reached my desk.
It was my privilege to serve as Adjutant General in addi-
tion to my other duties in the State of Indiana. before 1

Annual Banguet at Hotel Ambassador, Los

Angeles—I/. S.

National Guard Association.
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