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Get that
Recruit
Now!

He’s going to enjoy his
summer training camp,
out with the boys in
the open for fifteen
days with pay.
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Where Can You Beat It?

A Military Education that Costs YOU
Nothing and gives YOU Plenty

Stop in Y our Nearest Armory and SignUp!
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A Study of Results on Bayonet Course

By CAPT. JOHN H. BURNS, Inf. D. O.L.,U. S. A,

HE writer has heard many conflict-

ing opinions expressed about the pres-
ent bayonet course. These include the
method of training men, relative difficulty
of different dummies, the importance of
the time element, and so forth. Appar-
ently we have not yet decided on the fac-
tors governing success in bayonet work,
and our opinions are conflicting. Opinions
are valuable when facts are not available
or cannot be obtained. In an effort to ob-
tain facts to be used as a basis for train-
ing in the bayonet, a study was made of
the results accomplished by four regi-
ments in their record practice with the
bayonet last summer, To a certain extent
these data will replace opinions. In gen-
eral they analyze and evaluate certain of
the factors governing success with the
bayonet, and can be used as a basis for fur-
ther study and development of bayonet
training methods.

Through the courtesy of the Division
Ordnance Officer the individual cards of
the 71st, 174th, 108th and 107th Infantry
were placed at the disposal of the writer.
The total number of men who ran the
course was 627. Since the group was of
fair size, the deductions made are likely
to be fairly accurate and representative.

Two items enter into the bayonet test:
First, the time element, and second, the
accuracy of the men in hitting the discs.

The data were selected with an idea of
evaluating these two factors.

First it will be well to consider the time
element of the test. The tabulation below
shows the percentage of men who finished
during each second of time.

TIME TABLE

Second 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47
Per cent
Finishing.33 1.6 3.1 4.8 9.013.515.311.1 12.6
Second 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 53
Per cent
Finishing 85 53 61 21 21 21 1.1 .66

These figures are shown in form of a
graph in figure 1. In the graph the figures
along the line represent seconds, while
the height of the column represents
graphically the number of men who fin-
ished the course in that second.

Referring to the training regulations,
we find that a man can qualify on the bay-
onet course with three misses if he runs
the course in 45 seconds. A man who
makes but two misses can qualify if he
runs the course in 46 1-5 seconds. A man
who makes but one miss can qualify if he
runs the course in 47 2-5 seconds. A man
who makes no misses can qualify if he
runs the course in 48 3-5 seconds.

A glance at the graph will show that
the great majority of the men have speed
enough to qualify. In fact 48.75 per cent
can run the course in 45 seconds or better.
This is almost half. Consulting the rec-
ord kept of number finishing, each fifth of

a second it is found that, in addition to
the percentage above, 12.85 per cent have
speed enough to qualify if they make only
two misses; 13.20 per cent have speed
enough to qualify if they make only one
miss, and 8.55 per cent have speed enough
to qualify if they make no misses. To
sum the matter up in a few words, it can
be said that of a group of bayonet men,
83.33 have speed enough to qualify. Asa
matter of fact, regiments are qualifying
much less than half the men running the
course. They average generally between a
quarter and one-third the men running.

From the above it can be seen that the
time element is not the thing which is pre-
venting large qualifications, but it is due
to the lack of accuracy in hitting the discs.
It would indicate that the emphasis should
be placed on accuracy and not speed. It is
easier to increase a man’s accuracy than his
speed. Furthermore, accuracy can make
up for slow movement, but all the speed
in the world will not make up for a missed
dummy. It might be well %o impress on
the men that every disc hit after the
twelith gives one and one-fifth more sec-
onds to run the course.

Seeing that accuracy is such a vital fac-
tor, it would be well to ascertain what
dummies are causing the most misses.
Which ones need particular attention and
practice? From the cards we get the tabu-

BAYONET DATA

—TIME GRAPH-
PERCENT FINISHING
EACH SECOND

(¢27 MEN-1928) JHB.
(RECORD PRACTICE)

Seconds— 3 9-40-41-42-43-44-45-46-47-48-49-50-S1-52-53-34-55—Seconds
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BAYONET DATA.

GRAPH SHOW-
ING PERCENT
OF MISSESON
EACH DUMMY.

RECORD PRALTICE
1 928,627 MEN-B.

Dummy-|- 2-3-%-5-6-7-8-9-10-11-12-13-1%-15

lation below, which shows by percentage
the proportion of the total misses that was
made on each dummy. These figures are
shown in the form of a graph in figure 2.
In the graph the higher the column above
the base line, the harder the dummy
proved to be.

TABLE OF MISSES

Dummy 1 2 3 4 5
Per cent

Miszes 6.4 8.0 6.5 5.2 10.5
Dummy 6 7 8 9 10
Per cent

Misses 2] 7.7 3.0 6.0 0.00
Dummy 11 12 13 14 15
Per cent

Misses 7.2 5.6 11.5 10.3 4.2

The tabulation shows that number 5
(the jab dummy) ; number 13 (the parry
dummy), and number 14 (the prone dum-
my in the last pit) are the ones causing
the most misses. Special training should
be given on these dummies. In general the
figures show that the prone dummies are
more difficult than the standing ones. This
may be due to the fact that so much of
the preparatory training is given with
standing dummies. An odd thing is that
butt stroke dummy number 8 was the
cause of 3 per cent of the misses, while
butt stroke dummy number 10 was not
missed once. Both dummies are ridicu-

lously easy, and it is hard to see why num-
ber 8 accounted for 3 per cent of the
misses,

Space prevents taking up in detail the
significance of all the data on time and
misses. The interested officer with a little
study will find things out for himself.
However, it may be well to furnish a
measuring stick for officers charged with
bayonet training. From the data obtained
the tabulation below has been constructed.
It represents a par for the bayonet course,
similar to the par on golf course. The
tabulation can be used for ten men or
any multiple of ten men,

Dummy 1234567 8910111213 14 15
Misses 2311412010 3 2 4 4 2
Total—30

To use the tabulation, merely keep a
record of all misses made for the ten men.
1f they total over 30, then the instruction
is not up to average. To find what dum-
mies are causing the trouble, compare the
misses made on each dummy with the
misses in the tabulation. Where the misses
for a dummy exceed the misses in the tab-
ulation then the instruction in hitting that
particular dummy is deficient. Concen-
trate the training on the dummies causing

more misses than shown in the tabula-
tion. 1i twenty men are running the prac-
tice course, multiply the figures in the
tabulation by two and compare; if thirty
are running the course multiply by three,
and so on. It must be borne in mind that
the par has been built on the average of
last year. Where it is desired to better
the work this year, units will have to do
better than the par figures, and do that
consistently.

The consolidated tabulation of the data
for all regiments is given below so each
regiment may compare its accomplishment
on any one dummy with the average for
the whole group, or any particular regi-
ment in the group. With a piece of cross
section paper, a lead pencil and fifteen
minutes of time any regimental S-3 can
take the percentages shown for his regi-
ment and construct a graph. If he will
then take the percentages for the whole
group, construct a graph on the same scale
and superimpose this on his regimental
graph, he will have a vivid picture of the
strength and weakness of his own regi-
ment. In the same way he may compare
his 1929 results against the results for

(Continued on page 6)
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Major James G. Campion
Completes 35 Years

Major James G. Campion, commanding
the Machine Gun Battalion of the 212th
Anti-Aircraft Artillery, is receiving the
congratulations of his Manhattan and
Bronx {friends on his completion of 35
years service with the New York Na-
tional Guard. Major Campion enlisted as
a private April Oth, 1894 and has served
continuously ever since. The Major rose
from the ranks and has filled every non-
commissioned office from corporal up and
every commissioned office, Second Lieu-
tenant, First Lieutenant, Captain and his
present grade of Major.

Major Campion received his first mili-
tary instruction with the St. Paul Cadet
Corps, 1889-1890, then with the 22nd Reg-
iment Cadet Corps, 1891-2-3. On April
Oth, 1894, he enlisted in Company H, 22nd
Regiment, served in the Brooklyn Riot,
1895, and in the Spanish-American War
in 1898. He was fully and honorably dis-
charged from the 22nd in 1905 and enlisted
in the 12th Infantry. With the exception
of two years and three months duty during
the World War, he has served with that
organization ever since. He served in the
Mexican Border Service from June, 1916,
to February, 1917, and was Morale and
Athletic Officer at Camp Grant, Ill, in

{

15 oz. Serge
Coat and

1918, having graduated from the Student
Officers School at Jacksonville, Fla., and
commissioned Second Lieutenant in the
United States Army.

Major Campion is a firm believer in
athletics. He was a competing athlete for
over twelve years and was a point winner
on the famous 22nd Regiment Athletic
team that won the first prize point trophy

sfesfosdesfefecienfanfonesds Josfesfedeals
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in the first Military Athletic League Tour-
nament held in old Madison Square Gar-
den in 1897. He is at present the Athletic
Officer of the 212th Regiment and has
held that honor for the past twenty years.

The Major has four sons: Jack, Dan,
James, Jr., and Frank. Jack and Dan
hoth served two enlistments in Battery H,
while their father was in command of that
hattery. Jack, the older boy served in the
United States Navy during the World
War, The three older boys are married,
Frank, the youngest, is a student at George
Washington High School. Dan is on the
New York Police Force.

The Major is a native of New York City
having been born on Avenue C, between
10th and 11th Streets, March 12th, 1875.

The Major will receive the highest dec-
oration in the gift of the State for Long
and Faithful Service for 35 years at a Re-
view to be given by his Regiment at Fort
Ontario, N. Y., in July while the Regiment
15 in camp.

Major Campion is Custodian-Engineer
of Public School 82, Bronx, and resides at
84 West 176th Street, Bronx.

“Do fish perspire?”
“Of course, nut. Whadde you think
makes the sea salty."”
—V. M. I. Sniper.

WE ARE

HEADQUARTERS FOR OFFICERS’

UNIFORMS, HEADWEAR, EQUIPMENT

(FINEST QUALITIES ONLY)

All our garments are cut and tailored by experienced and expert

rect style and perfect fit.

Breeches

833.50

LIGHT
COLORED

Military Tailors. We guarantee the best in good tailoring, absolutely cor-

16 oz. Whipcord
G mi $ A .00
Elastique Breeches $1%7.50

Your inspection cordially invited. Our line comprises a larﬁe variety

of fine domestic and foreign serges, whipcords, gabardines,
Bedford cords and elastiques.

ENLISTED MEN’S SERVICE UNIFORMS AT VERY LOW PRICES.

D, SCH

aratheas,

“Known far and wide for quality”
85 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK (Cor. 16th Street)

Write for catalog N.Y.-3 and samples. New style blue uniforms for officers

and enlisted men supplied at very reasonable prices.
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