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As Troops March By 
As I stand and watch, while troops 

march by, 
It brings back memories, of when I 
Too, marched within the ranks. 
And for such memories. I give thanks. 
I stand and gaze as in a trance, 
And hope and wish that just by chance, 
An old familiar face I'll see. 
Someone that once was my buddy. 
And as each sturdy line swings by, 
I'm just a little sad, and sigh, 
As I in vain attempt to see 
Someone who might remember me. 

But in the line that's swinging by. 
Strangers inarch with heads held high. 
As they so proudly do their bit, 
For the glory of the old outfit. 
And as I look upon their faces, 
Backward then my memory races. 
And a picture of the past, 
Is before my vision cast. 

I now see familiar faces. 
Marching in the same old places, 
Father Time and War is banished, 
But not a single face has vanished. 

Why, it is the same old line, 
Keeping step in perfect time. 
All the old comrades are there, 
Marching on without a care. 

I see some who stepped aside, 
When they wearied of the stride. 
I also catch a fleeting glance, 
Of some with whom I served in France. 
There they are yes, every one, 
Every Gold Star Mothers' son. 
Oh, that this would never fade, 
This my vision, while troops parade. 
Yes, it's true this dream will end, 
And back to their glory I must send, 
All those for whom I breathe a sigh, 
As I stand and watch, while troops 

inarch by. 
ED. F. DUNNE, 

106th Inf., Post No. 23, 
27th Division Assn. 
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National Guard Officers 
on to Rochester 

COL. WALTER A. D E L A M A T E R , President, Na­
tional Guard Association, desires through this 
medium to express personal appreciation to the Ad­

jutant General, the Commanding General, the Rear Ad­
miral, the Brigade, the Regimental and separate Unit 
commanders for the great interest they are so enthusi­
astically manifesting in connection with the 1931 Con­
vention of the officers of the National Guard and Naval 
Militia which as previously announced is to be held in 
Rochester on January 9th and 10th. 

Col. DeLamater points out that the Association follow­
ing its usual custom of elections will elevate to the office 
of President, for the first time in the history of the Asso­
ciation, an officer of the Naval Militia, Capt. William J. 
Graham. Capt. Graham with a military background of 
more than 39 years is ably qualified to carry on the aims 
and purposes of this Association. It is hoped a record-
breaking attendance of National Guard officers will attend 
the convention in tribute to Capt. Graham and the Naval 
Militia. 

Col. DeLamater promises to sound the gavel promptly 
at all sessions of the convention and to make the business 
program snappy and peppy, thus allowing the delegates 
plenty of time for pleasure to the end that the coming 
convention may even surpass the splendid one of a year 
ago. 

Once again the convention assembles in the territory 
of the 108th Infantry and though approaching a Briga­
dier General, Col. John S. Thompson, the grand "old 
man" of this famous peace and war time fighting regi­
ment, is most enthusiastically coordinating the local pre-
convention activities, and has named Capt. William J. 
Graham, Naval Militia, Chairman of the Committee on 
Arrangements. Capt. Graham, it is understood, will desig­
nate Col. Kenneth C. Townson, 121st Cavalry; Maj. 
Joseph W. Geer, Instructor, 121st Cavalry; Maj. Arthur 
T. Smith, 108th Infantry; Maj. George H. Clark, 108th 
Infantry; Capt. Grover C. Hutchinson, Instructor, 108th 
Infantry, and Capt. John E. Kraft, 102nd Medical Regi­
ment, as the advisory council for the entertainment of the 
visiting delegates. A committee of distinguished citizens. 
headed by the Mayor of Rochester and the President of 
the Chamber of Commerce, has also been designated, the 
names of whom will be published in the convention 
program. 

His Excellency, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Commander-in-
Chief, State's Military Forces, heads the list of prominent 
military and civilian guests of the Association which in­
cludes officers of the Army, Navy, National Guard, Re­
serve and many officials in civil life whose functions have 
brought them in close personal touch with the National 
Guard and Naval Militia. The names of the guests will 
be published as soon as completed. 

Upon request Division Headquarters has again left a 
gap in the annual inspections to include the entire week 
commencing January 5th, so as to permit officers who 
otherwise would be unable to attend an opportunity to 
take in the convention without handicapping preparations 
of the same. 

Sightseeing trips to the Eastman Kodak Company and 
the Bausch Lomb Optical Company and other points of 
civic and historic value will be in charge of the Rochester 
Chamber of Commerce. Full details of these side trips 
will await the delegates upon arrival in the Convention 
City. (A brief outline of Rochester, the Flower City, fol­
lows this article.) 

A Special Committee on the promotion of attendance 
to the convention has been designated by the President 
and consists of all Brigade, Regimental and separate Bat­
talion and Company commanders and similar command­
ing Officers in the Naval Militia. 

The Annual Banquet is always the outstanding feature 
of these conventions. Militarily decorated and dressed the 
banquet hall presents a spectacle so colorful in its every 
detail and so beautifully displayed by the array of the 
various distinctive uniforms that the completed picture 
is practically indescribable—don't miss it. Think again 
of that chorus of 500 voices singing in perfect harmony 
the various arms of the service and other military songs, 
arousing and recalling to memory remembrances of by­
gone days; and then in the midst of all this revelry comes 
the signal, followed by the hush and the request to rise, 
whereupon after a moment's pause a Bugler sounds the 
call "taps," which is in tribute to those of our departed 
comrades in arms "gone but not forgotten" are those sol­
diers who answered the final roll call. The band again 
strikes up a popular song and the voices ring out and the 
banquet continues on and on. 

Following the banquet the informal parade forms and 
prepares to march on the already established different 
headquarters paying respect and compliment to Generals, 
Colonels and others and engaging in the free for all talk 
on one or more familiar subjects. 

During all of the above the business of the convention 
is being carried on through the several named committees 
who are busily engaged in pondering and discussing reso­
lutions, nominations, etc., which are to be presented and 
debated at subsequent sessions. The importance of such 
resolutions cannot be overlooked as they form the basis 
upon which the military laws and regulations are founded. 
Discussion of these resolutions and others of the prob­
lems confronting the National Guard and Naval Militia 
by the master minds of the military game is an education 
in itself worthy of the time and expense involved in mak­
ing this trip. 

In conclusion it might be rightfully said these conven­
tions give us both sides of the work and play idea of the 
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