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N e w Y o r k at Y o r k t o w n 

By LT. COL. FRED. M. WATERBURY 

FROM President Hoover down to the last citizen of 
Virginia have been sung the praises of achievement, 
the beauty of pageantry, the stupendous and thor­

ough finish, with its historical thrills, which made the 
Sesquicentennial of the decisive revolutionary battle of 
Yorktown a national success. 

Surrounded by the pick of our Navy, with the French 
Navy represented, filling the harbor at Newport News and 
the York and James Rivers, with a small village of tents 
occupied by various branches of our Army and National 
Guard, with a grandstand seating thirty thousand and twice 
that number filling the fields and surrounding country, 
Yorktown saw and entertained more people than the com­
munity could ever have hoped to welcome. 

The various committees, national and from the thirteen 
original Colonial States, had provided well. As no rail­
road enters Yorktown, miles of roads had been built and 
improved and parking areas for 50,000 automobiles pro­
vided—and all were needed. The congestion of traffic was 
handled by details of State Troopers from many States, 
including fifteen from our own Empire State, all of whom 
were courteous, most efficient and necessary. 

The grounds were well laid out and each of the original 
States had a large headquarters tent. 

But as all the press of the country has graphically told 
the whole general story with many pictures of beauty and 
action, showing the attendance of President and Mrs, 
Hoover, members of the Cabinet, Congress, Diplomats, 
Foreign Representatives and notables of the United States 
and French Armies headed by General Pershing and Mar­
shal Petain, it is our purpose to dwell upon the "home 

folks," and to tell the story of the New Yorkers of 1931 
who were at Yorktown, stronger even than the force of 
700 who helped out in 1781. 

The New York State Commission was composed of 
Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt, Albany; Charles J. 
Tobin, Albany, Chairman; Arthur H. Wicks, Kingston, 
Vice-Chairman; Louis A. Cuvillier, New York; Spencer 
Feld, New York; Barron G. Collier, New York; Mrs. 
William M. Leffingwell, Watkins Glen; Abbot Low Moffat, 
New York; Alex G. Baxter, Ballston Spa; William H. 
Manning, Saratoga Springs; Adelbert M. Scriber, Mon-
ticello; Millard Davis, Kerhonkson, and John J, Tobin, 
Albany. 

The Commission took up with the Adjutant General, 
Major General Franklin W. Ward, the Commanding Officer 
of the National Guard, Major General William N. Haskell, 
and Rear Admiral William B. Franklin, commanding the 
Naval Militia, the matter of sending some New York 
troops to Yorktown to represent the militia of Revolution­
ary Days and to help in fittingly dedicating the ground 
where the State is to erect a tablet to the memory of the 
thirty-eight New York soldiers who made the Supreme 
Sacrifice one hundred and fifty years ago. It was decided 
to send a Provisional Battalion, composed of two officers 
and thirty-seven enlisted men, all specially picked, from 
organizations which had outfitted themselves with dis­
tinctive uniforms, which are in keeping with the splendor 
of the uniforms worn in Virginia when Yorktown first held 
the attention of the nation. Major Ogden J. Ross of the 
105th Infantry was selected to command the Provisional 
Battalion and made a fascinating, soldierly appearance in 
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his scarlet coat (the old full dress of the Troy Citizens' 
Corps, being adopted by the Regiment), topped off with 
the bearskin shako, increasing his stature to about seven 
and a half feet. His able staff comprised Captain Charles 
E. Jacobs, 212th Coast Artillery, Adjutant; Captain 
Charles Morrison, 245th Coast Artillery, Supply Officer; 
First Lieutenant J. N. Purcell, 101st Signal Battalion, 
Liaison Officer, and Staff Sergeant George C. Whitney. 

The 10th Infantry Band of Albany wore the double-
breasted scarlet coats and white helmets and comprised: 
Warrant Officer R. C. Adams, First Sergeant R. A. Boyd, 
Sergeant W. Haupt, Corporals J. Bailey and G. A. Meyer, 
Privates First Class C. Brown, S. Gioscia, C. Goetz, W. L. 
Hanes, H. V. Haight, C. Miller, A. J. O'Sullivan, J. 
Tschopp, W. Unright, and Privates F. Camedine, J. J. 
Fitzner, H. Goetz, R. Harbison, R. Merrihew, R. Mitchell, 
H. O'Sullivan, J. White, W. Vonk, J. Zink, N. Nichols, and 
attached, C. Waugh, J. Meisch, A. Weber, N. Seff, E. Suess-
man, H. Moore, F. Perkins, H. Connor, J. A. Lamoureux, 
H. Ellsworth and R. Whitby. 

The 14th Infantry wore their attractive and most 
distinctive dark red trousers and dark blue coats in 
charge of Captain Charles G. Stevenson, Jr., and First 
Lieutenant J. J. McDonald. The enlisted men were First 
Sergeant Kay, Sergeants Glynn, Citter, Griffin and Toos; 
Corporals Murnane, Sullivan, Rodney, Tierney, Reoch, 
Forte, Newman, Pierce; Privates First Class Ruzzo, Innes, 
Salvatore, McDermott, Covotsos, Meyers, Brown, McGold-
rick, Martin, and Privates Harkins, Brooks, Murnane, 
O'Donnell, Ferrar, Lipschutz, Orlando, Schwab, Pellechio, 
Reviccio, Caglione, Berelli, Nickoli and Berradino. 

The 71st wore their splendidly tailored dark blue swal­
low tails with white cross belts and special cap, changing 
to white duck trousers for the "big day." Captain C. F. 
Bisenius was in charge, assisted by First Lieutenant D. 
Misner. The enlisted men were Sergeants J. N. Brown, 
G. Driver, W. Heidsick, D. Levine, J. Maskiell, H. Weist; 
Corporals J. Bigley, A. Bishop, R. DeAngelis, C. Hofsaes, 
W. Johnson, H. Kay, A. Larson, G. Lloyd, L. Noriega, 
R. Shanephy, G. Weidlick, A. Zahn; Privates First Class 
J. Bull winkle, W. Dickenson, B. Finn, W. Haars, R. 
McBride, A. Morehead, J. Smyth, and Privates A. An-
driola, J. Brennen, C. Gallagher, D. Ridgeway, A. Roherts, 
J. Sambuco, F. Shafer, C. Simon, N. Tchicherin, F. Trif-
kovich, P. Weston and W. Whalen. 

The 106th Infantry wore the greys of the old 23rd days 
and made a most natty appearance, headed by Captain 
E. K. Johnson and Lieutenant F. M. Dardingkiller, Jr. The 
enlisted men were First Sergeant W. Dunn; Sergeants 0. 
H. Lang, A, Yates, O. Battey, J. Hope, J. Marone; Cor­
porals M. Fisher, M. Lipp, P. A. Hogle, A. Mann, E. Potts, 
N. A. Turnbell, E. McDermott, and Privates G. Ebel, P. 
O'Shay, J. C. Seemkemp, E. Kyhlberger, R. Anderson, 
J. A. Stock, S. Quagliata, V. A. Lyon, E. Ryan, E. Curcio, 
J. S. Wilkins, A. E. Connely, J. P. Douglas, P. E. Reilly, 
L. M. Steinmetz, H. Wintjeh, J. J. Leddy, T. Illjes, Annun-
ziato, M. Esposito, A. E. Koczko, W. Massey and P. Christ. 

The 107th Infantry delegation wore the traditional 
7lh Regiment greys with cross belts and white duck trous­
ers. Captain K. M. Gibson and First Lieutenant J. L. 
Miller were in charge, the enlisted personnel consisting of 
First Sergeants J. K. Batstone, Jr., and H. Mackrell; Ser­
geants W. S. Bogue, J. Anderson and W. Potter; Corporals 
T. McNearney, R. E. Tuttle, L. E. McGowan, W. Ingles, 
C. Cavanaugh, L. C. Williams, L. M. Stewart, A. V. Luko-
wiak, Bidwell, E. L. Bacon; Privates First Class R. E. 
Youmans, C. H. McNabe, D. W. Turpin, F. I. Hansman, 

O. C. Hommer, L. Williams, W. J. O'Brien, R. Pinckney, 
T. L. Gerety, C. A. Petigny, C. T. Cappelen, J. W. Aubry, 
A. R. Clark, M. P. Longbotham, J. J. Rice, Jr., A. M. 
Schmeiss, and Privates J. T. Soutter, W. A. Gramlich, C. A. 
Scogland, R. Dohn, C. B. Stearns, and H. L. Von Carp. 

The 165th Infantry wore their distinctively green-
trimmed uniforms and were commanded by Captain H. J. 
Anderson, ably assisted by First Lieutenant W. A. 
McQueeney. The enlisted were led by First Sergeants 
E. Collard and Cawly, and Stall Sergeant E. Cavigan; 
Sergeants N. Quinn, T. Padilla, A. Christiansen, J. McKee, 
J. Hodell; Corporals Kingston, A. Fischer, P. Smith, A. 
Colantti, and Privates S. White, J. Kelly, R. Connell, F. 
Gorst, A. Tracy, P. Kearney, P. Flynn, C. Weeks, J. Calli-
nan, J. Vento, P. Taggart, H. Levitt, M. McGowan, J. 
Cassidy, C. Bauer, J. Lawn, E, Mack, A. Carson, D'Elisa, 
G. McCullough, J. O'Sullivan, H. Patton, R. Castle, J. 
Magner and H. Goldsmith. 

The 244th's distinctive uniform is similar to the 165th 
except they have the artillery red in place of the green. 
Captain T. Byrne was in charge of the detachment, assisted 
by First Lieutenant S. R. Kelly. The enlisted men were 
First Sergeant T. Dunleavy; Sergeants H. Hahn, P. Hub-
bell, H. Kengatt; Corporals D. Little, H. Perkins, W. 
Walsh, R. Klemish, and Privates J. F. Walla, G. M. Polsey, 
A. Wilson, T. Jacobi, R. Solecki, H. King, W. Roberts, 
F. Harkin, L. Glowatz, A. McGuinness, J. McLoughlin, 
R. Lawrence, J. Tarr, C. Coglitore, A. Farash, M. Hubert, 
J. Hill, W. Mullen, T. Henshall, P. Meecham, J. Flory, 
J. Tozzo, C. Benson, J. Collins, O. Hass, E. Mandola, 
J. Smith, O. Pantuhoff and F. Demars. 

The 258th "Washington Greys," with artillery red trim­
mings, were very attractive. They also had the while duck 
trousers for the "big day." The men were commanded by 
Captain C. B. Webster, assisted by First Lieutenant L. H. 
Siddle. First Sergeant Fuerstein; Sergeants Albers, Cer-
veny, Dixon; Corporals Dungelman, Radginski, Simmons, 
Sullivan, Smith; Private First Class Kutzleb, and Privates 
Nolan, Burnett, Cerecoli, Shayker, Chiavelli, Curiel, 
Dorgan, Dorzsbacker, Engelsberg, Francis, Snyder, Hey-
denreich, Hobby, Kelly, Kornhaber, Losee, Marshall, 
Newberg, Wilson Oliphant, O'Rourke, Roeber, Sharkey. 
Smith, Staderman, Zell, Zlotkin. 

The brilliant scarlet of the 102nd Engineers added much 
to the color scheme. First Lieutenant L J. Battle was in 
charge, assisted by Second Lieutenant H. D. Morrill. The 
enlisted men were headed by First Sergeant Hausle; Ser­
geants Pultz, Herman, John Walsh, Connolly, Singleton, 
Heath; Corporals Visentin, McFarlane, Durso, Wohl-
scheid, Schunn, Gotzen, Dooly, Jacoby, Russell; and Pri­
vates M. Walsh, DeVito, Petrie, Graham Ferry, Blum, 
Feldman, Suffes, Larsen, McSweeney, Garofolo, Car­
penter, Marrone, B. Branagan, J. Branagan, Jones, Cahill, 
Cunningham, Weir, R. Walsh, Obeigfell. 

The 102nd Medical Regiment had a small detachment 
of one officer and ten enlisted men. They carried the colors 
and their uniform was distinctive as nothing approaching 
its color was seen at the pageant, it being a dark maroon, 
or medical red. It made a good effect in the center of the 
line. Captain F. H. Dieterich was in charge of the nine 
sergeants and one lone private. Sergeants T. J. Noonan, 
E. M. Maher, T. J. Scanlon, A. W. Lang, B. Reals, D. J. 
Florio, C. E. Fach, R. Godwin, D. Oliver; and Private R. 
Walther. 

The "Middies" made a splendid appearance with their 
uniforms, with large white apron collars, being fixed to 


