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Pull Up a Chair, Reader, 
and Listen! 

I won't keep you five minutes. You want to turn on to Page 3, I know, and begin 
reading that "Peace-Time War Diary" kept by one of the National Guard pilots who 
was on that Big Air Parade. It's a great story, that—you'll enjoy it a lot. But have a 
cigarette while I tell you something. If I bore you, just turn the dial—I mean, the 
page. You don't HAVE to listen to what I'm saying; I only ask you to because it is 
something that concerns YOU—and me. 

Let's take YOU, first. You give a great deal of time in the interests of the Guard, 
and I'm sure you give it gladly. The Guard, on the other hand, gives you a great deal 
in various ways and these things, too, are given gladly. 

One of the things the Guard gives you is this magazine. Month after month it 
comes to you "out of the blue" and I like to think that you look forward to it and 
enjoy it. No one has ever asked you to pay anything for it and I can tell you right 
now that no one ever will. Your membership in the Guard entitles you to a copy 
regularly so long as you are with us. 

But—and this is a big "but"—even though you pay nothing for the magazine 
which gives you news of your own Regiment's doings, of the Guard as a whole, 
as well as stories and jokes which serve to while away a pleasant hour or two each 
month, the fact remains that WE have bills to pay for paper, printing, illustrations, 
and so forth, and even in these days of cut wages, the costs run up to quite a con­
siderable amount. 

Did you ever think of that? (Don't turn the page now you've got so far. I won't 
keep you more than a minute!) Part of our expenses are met by outside subscrip­
tions. Members of the 27th Division Association, Regimental Veteran Associations, as 
well as citizens who are interested in the activities of the New York National Guard, 
are glad to pay their dollar-fifty subscription a year. 

In the first place, they know they are getting full value for their money. They are 
keen, too, to read about the doings of their old outfit. The magazine sort of keeps 
them in touch. And then, what's a dollar-fifty! They'd never miss it. 

Well, this is where YOU come in. You must surely know two or three men who 
used to be in your outfit. Look them up next time you get a chance and show them 
the latest copy of the Guardsman. GET THEM TO SUBSCRIBE FOR ONE YEAR. They 
can either send their check direct to me or give it to you to forward. 

I don't think you'll have any trouble selling them the idea if you show them one 
of the recent issues. And just between you and me, I don't mind telling you that I'll 
be mighty grateful for every new subscription that comes in. 

You're fidgeting to get at the other pages. Well, I won't keep you. But just give 
this subscription idea a thought, will you, next time you run across one of your old 
buddies? You'll be doing your magazine a service that will be very deeply appreciated. 

So long! Thanks for listeningl 

THE BUSINESS MANAGER. 
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Official Photographer, U. S. Army Air Corps 
Top left: High-Explosive over Manhattan! Army Bombers streaking down the Hudson. Top right: No Parking Here! A National Guard 
Flight on its way to Dayton. Center: The proposed insignia of the 102nd Observation Squadron, N. Y. N. G. (Designed by Pvt. Henry C. 
Schwerdt, 102nd Obs. Sqdn.) Group: Pilots and crew of the 27th Division Aviation who took part in the recent Air Maneuvers: Standing— 
Left to right: Capt. R. B. Appell, Lt. H. C. King, Lt. Col. G. A, Vaughn, Lt. B. E, Gates, Capt. V. E. Nelson, Senator J. Griswold Webb, 
Capt. D. Mulligan, Kneeling—Left to right: Sgt. M. Michaelowski, Sgt. R. R. Matthews, Sgt. G. F. Kerr, Sgt. J. M. Crosby, Staff Sgt. 
O. E. Main. 
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Two Weeks of Peace-time Air Warfare 
AN INSIDE STORY OF T H E RECENT AIR MANOEUVRES 

by Capt. Denis Mulligan 
102nd Obsn. Squadron, 27th Div'n. Aviation 

So much has been read about the recent Air Manoeuvres from the 
spectator's point of view that the diary we publish below, giving 
one of the pilot's accounts of what happened and what it was all 
about, will be of all the greater interest to our readers. Capt. (then 
Lieutenant) Mulligan was Flight Operations Officer of the partici­

pating 27th Division Aviation unit. 

Wright Field, Ohio 
May 15th, 1931 

At 6.45 a.m., the ships having been properly warmed up 
and inspected, the 102nd Observation Squadron, com­
manded by Lieut. B. E. Gates, took off from Miller Field, 
Staten Island, on the first leg of its journey to Dayton. 
Ohio. 

The formation positions follow : 
Position Pilot Mechanic 

1. Lt. B. E. Gates Sgt. J. Michalowski, Crew Chief 
2. Capt. R. B. Appel Sgt. R. R. Matthews, Crew Chief 
3. Lt. H. C.King Sgt.G, F. Kerr, Enl. Instr. 
4. Lt. D. Mulligan Sgt. J. M. Crosby, Sqdrn. Clerk 
5. Lt. V. E. Nelson Stf. Sgt. O. E. Main, Crew Chief Leaving shortly thereafter, Lieut. Col. Vaughn, accom­

panied by Senator J. Griswold Webb. Chairman of the 
State Aviation Commission, N. Y. landed at Middletown 
Depot as we circled the field at that station. Elapsed time, 
1 hr. 40 min. Distance, 140 miles. 

The weather conditions up to this point were ideal for 
formation flying. From Middletown, we pushed on into 
the West. Crossing the mountains in the face of a strong 
head wind, which reduced our speed to 70 m.p.h., was a 
rough venture. Eventually we distinguished the outlines of 
Bettis Field at Pittsburgh and put our wheels down there 
after covering 165 miles in 2 hours and 30 minutes. 

Lunching and servicing the planes completed, we direc­
ted our course into Ohio and following the regular flight 
line, via Zanesville, reached Wright Field, Dayton, having 
accomplished this leg of 235 miles in 2 hours and 35 
minutes. 

Having done with the usual formalities of making out 
forms re personnel, equipment, et al, we staked our ships 
for the night, gassed them and were then shown our hunks 
in the temporary barracks assigned for visiting officers 
and enlisted men. 

The evening was devoted in part to examining the expe­
­­mental service planes which are undergoing tests by the 
Army Materiel Div'n. We also enjoyed a visit to the labo­
ratory of Capt. Stevens, noted Army photographer, and 
there obtained our first ideas of the many ramifications of 
the Materiel Division. 

Wright Field. Ohio 
May 16th, 1931. 

At 7.00 a.m., the entire National Guard Provisional 
Wing assembled in the auditorium of the Engineering 
Building. General Everson, Chief of the Militia Bureau, 
welcomed us and expressed his faith in our ability to see 
it through with credit and distinction. 

Later, formal organization look place and assignments 
were made. In our echelon there will be in the lead posi­
tion, Illinois, with New York in the middle, and on our 
tail, Connecticut. 

After lunch, our group met in the Operations tent and 
Capt. Gravely gave final instructions for the opening 
exercises. 

At 2.20 p.m.. we were at stations (ships warmed up, 
pilots and observers aboard, ready to take off). Fifteen 
minutes later we moved out on the field in take off posi­
tion. At 2.37 p.m., we were in the air, Illinois leading, fol­
lowed by New York and Connecticut. We proceeded on 
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our course via Miamisburg and Hamilton, rendezvousing 
over Cincinnati at 2000 feet. Our course home was by way 
of Williamsburg, arriving at 4.35 p.m. 

Our own unofficial observers, Col. Vaughn and Senator 
Webb, passed very favorable comment upon our group 
performance. From various quarters we learned that the 
Staff was impressed by the demonstration of the entire 
National Guard Wing. 

Notwithstanding the high wind that was blowing 
throughout the afternoon, no casualties were sustained. 

Wright Field, Ohio 
May 17th 1931. 

In the middle of the night a violent thunderstorm broke 
over our improvised sleeping quarters. The lightninig 
flashes were so terriffic that it was thought that judgment 
day had come upon our gallant band. Morning was ushered 
in with a drizzle, but the skies cleared before midday. 

Our mimic war pays no heed to the conventions of the 
Sabbath, for at 8:15 a.m., Capt. Street gathered the mem­
bers of the 15lst Group together and both commended and 
criticized the efforts of the previous day. Capt. Gravely 
took up where Street left off, making more detailed refer­
ences to the performance expected of the individual pilot. 

Between 2.05 and 2.10 p.m., our Group, the 151st, 
cleared the airdrome, echeloned to the left, with instruc­
tions to rendezvous over Wapokoneta, Ohio. 

The three hour flight was without event. In landing, 
however, the ship piloted by Lieut. Mulligan and carrying 
Sgt. Crosby, went over on its back on the edge of the field. 
The accident was due, in part, to the soft condition of the 
field, but more especially to undue braking on the part of 
the pilot. A mental hazard contributed in some degree in 
that the No. 5 ship in the element preceding had dropped 
hack out of normal position and fear of overrunning him 
impelled an unusual amount of pressure on the brake 
pedals. Aside from wounded dignity, no injury was sus­
tained by the crew. 

The ship, however, was considerably damaged, the motor 
crankcase broken, 3 wing panels destroyed, and the tail 
section badly torn. Immediate attention was given to the 
situation and the Materiel Div'n set to work repairing the 
wreck. It is hoped that within three days the ship will he 
ready for further service. 

Official Photographer U. S. Army Air Corps 
Wright Field. Ohio 
May 18th 1931. 

This day's work was given over to another practice 
review. 

We cleared the airdrome immediately after the 152nd 
Group and joined the mass column at 9.03 a.m. at an 
altitude of 1500 feet. The order of review in this practice 
will probably he adhered to at the formal demonstrations 
over both Chicago and New York. 

Today for the first time we enjoyed a chance of obtaining 
a view of the entire flying armada. It was while passing 
Lake St. Mary, a large water body to the north of Dayton, 
that we caught sight of the hundreds of planes moving 
forward like a gigantic flock of birds on the wing. We were 
in the air for three and a half hours on this flight. 

It is generally felt that this purely military operation 
will inject some vigor into commercial aviation, an indus­
try at this moment badly in need of stimulation. It will 
also add to the store of public knowledge of what our 
flying arm is contributing to the system of National 
Defense. Thousands have viewed the exhibition aloft. Many 
have circulated about the various parking areas. These 
have unquestionably discovered that there are many vari­
ations of military types and purposes to be served by them 
if and when National emergencies arise. Such inspection. 
it is hoped, will lead our citizenry to better appreciation 
of the complexity of this latest addition to the country's 
armed establishment. 

Cleveland, Ohio 
May 19th 1931. 

The general plan called for a move of the entire 1st Air 
Division upon Chicago today. Because of weather condi­
tions, however, this objective was not reached. 

After a protracted wait for the weather to improve, 
orders were finally issued for the National Guard Wing 
to proceed to Cleveland, rendezvousing over Springfield, 
Ohio. Our squadron cleared Wright Field at 3.30 p.m. and 
a pleasant trip of one hour and three quarters over ideal 
flying country brought us to Cleveland at 5.15 p.m. Before 
landing we circled the city . 

Due to the large number of ships to be serviced and the 
inadequate facilities on hand, an extra burden was put 
upon our enlisted men tonight. They were required to 
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remain at the airport until a late hour and did not reaeh 
their quarters until nine o'clock, nor did the officers reach 
town until late. The cares of the day, however, were sub­
merged in the hospitality of Senator Webb who very 
kindly provided us with food and good cheer in his quar­
ters at the Statler. 

Chicago, Illinois 
May 20th 1931. 

Reveille was set for 5.15 a.m. After a hurried breakfast, 
buses were loaded with baggage and men and proceeded 
through the streets of Cleveland to the Airdrome which is 
an hour's drive from town. 

The day broke badly and dangerous rain clouds hung 
over the lake front until well after mid-day. These annoy­
ing set-backs in the schedule, due to weather conditions of 
the past few days, have pioved as much a drain on the 
nervous reserve as close formation flying. 

Finally we soared into the west at 2.10 p.m. with Chi­
cago as our destination. Bucking a head wind that was both 
strong and chill for more than Four hours made this hop 
to Chicago miserable. The cold experienced was as intense 
as might have been found in mid-winter, so that the sight 
of Sky Harbor was a most welcome one. 

Due to the condition of the field, the entire 151st Group 
had to land individually. Our first effort at breaking into a 
Lufberry Circle was far from perfect, but in view of the 
strange personnel it was commendable, the 40 odd ships 
being landed in less than 12 minutes. 

Here again difficulties in servicing were met with and 
the burden fell upon Lt. Nelson and Sgt. Main who re­
mained at the airdrome until after midnight. 

Our contacts with the Regular Army have been of a 
happy nature. The Air Corps officers constituting the Staff 
which guides our National Guard activities were most 
wisely selected. Major Royce, Commander of the Wing, 
is a corking soldier and airman. Our immediate adviser, 
Capt. Gravely, is an old pilot-observer of wide experience 
and the other assistants are all men of fine judgment and 
tact. 

General Foulois, chief figure in the demonstration, is 
the oldest military pilot flying today. Two of our imme­
diate members have served under him and that service is 
a pleasant source of reflection to them. 

Official Photographer, U. S. Army Air Corps 
Cleveland, Ohio 
May 21st 1931. 

Because Sky Harbor, our parking area, is 30 miles from 
town, we were again routed out shortly after dawn. The 
occasion of our review this morning was the signal for a 
turning out of Chicago's millions en masse. Newspapers 
report that even schools were closed so that the children 
might view the Big Parade. 

Our Group cleared the field at 8.05 a.m. Then began a 
merry-go-round in the midst of a gale blowing across 
Lake Michigan. Capt. Malloy. Militia Bureau Chief for 
Aviation, led our flight through a nerve-racking two hours. 

Once past the reviewing stand at Navy Pier our course 
was turned to the west and south, and some minutes later 
we landed at the Ford-Lansing Airport for gas to take us 
to Cleveland. Having lunched at a Barbecue stand, we were 
in the air again at 2.20 p.m., back-tracking on our course 
across Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. After a run without 
incident over the Hoosier country, we set our wheels down 
on the Cleveland airdrome at 4.55 p.m. 

This evening was signalized by a dinner given by the 
Cleveland Chapter of the National Aeronautical Associa­
tion. The chow was good and the speeches were short. 
General Everson howled down the clamor against prepar­
edness. and Bigger and Better Cliff Henderson extended 
us all a bid to the next Air Races. 

Mitchell Field, New York 
May 22nd 1931. 

Today we crossed the mountains. At 9.10 a.m., as we 
cleared the southern boundaries of Cleveland, the com­
plexion of the sky was none too promising. A little further 
on, however, the haze cleared off. Once past Clarion, the 
sun came shining through brilliantly and our hop over 
the Alleghanies was blessed with the finest weather imagin­
able. Fair or fine it is an ugly country to look down upon. 

Assisted by a following breeze, we quickly reached the 
Metropolitan Area. Then began the interminable milling 
around. At 1.30 p.m. we were back in Blighty with our 
ships staked clown on Mitchell Field. This severe test 
resulted in no casualties in the National Guard representa­
tion. Two Regular Army planes were damaged in Sikorsky 
Gulch on landing. 


