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• The Editor Regrets • 

Oh boy! Just look at that pile of stuff coming in, will you! 
That's the sort of thing an editor dreams about — news items 
coming in so fast he can hardly handle them. 

Stories, articles, Regimental Notes — here they come: read 
'em, give 'em a touch here and there with a blue pencil and 
out to the printers they go. Proof 'em, dummy them, and the next 
thing you know, they're in the Guardsman. 

That's the result of our asking you to send us in contributions. 
We felt certain the stuff was there if only we could get at it. 
There is only one thing we regret not having mentioned at the 
same time, though — and that is, our lack of artists. 

Now, what about it? Don't you think the editor has enough 
to regret without this added burden? 

We are all the time needing illustrations for stories, poems, 
and articles, and we would like you on our "artist list." Send in 
samples of your work — comic or otherwise — and help your 
magazine along. Let's see your name appearing on the opposite 
page under "Illustrations." 

Ho-hum! It's too hot to go on talking. But do your stuff, Artists, 
do your stuff! 

THE EDITOR. 
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The First Tour of Duty at Camp Smith 
The first regiment of the N. Y. N. G. to occupy Camp Smith, Peekskill, N. Y., after 
its opening in 1882, was the old 23rd. The Commanding Officers Report to the 
Adjutant General makes interesting reading to those who are acquainted with the 
modern Camp Smith. 

Headquarters Twenty-third Regiment, N. G. S. N. Y. 
Brooklyn, July 8, 1882. 

General—I have the honor to make the following report 
of the duty performed by this Command at the State Camp 
of Instruction . . . 

The Regiment assembled at its Armory on Saturday, 
July 1, at 1:30 p.m., in full dress uniform, with knapsacks 
containing the fatigue uniform, and with overcoats rolled 
thereon, the new State helmet being worn as the full dress 
hat in place of the shako. 

The total number present was 608. 
A guard was detailed, consisting of one Captain, as 

Officer of the Day, one First and one Second Lieutenant, 
as Officers of the Guard, two Sergeants and three Corporals 
and thirty-seven Privates. 

At 2:05 the line of march was taken up for Jewell's 
Wharf, where the Regiment embarked on the steamer 
Columbia, which left the dock at 3:30 p.m. 

During the march twelve or fifteen members of the 
Command were overcome by the extreme heat, but by 
prompt and efficient action of the medical department they 
quickly recovered, and all but three were able to march 
from the steamer to the camp ground. 

Reaching Roa Hook at 6:30 p.m., I directed Lt. Col. 
John B. Frothingham to take command, and proceeded 
in person to report my arrival to Maj. Gen. Frederick 
Townsend, Adjutant General, S. N. Y. 

After a few moments delay, caused by a passing shower. 
the Regiment disembarked, the guard in advance, and 
marched to the camp, which had already been pitched: 
the guard proceeded at once lo its post, and the Regiment 
was dismissed without ceremony, to prepare for supper .. . 
The lateness of arrival rendered it necessary to dispense 
with the ceremony of dress parade. 

Tattoo was sounded at 9:45 and taps at 10:30 p. m. 

Sunday, July 2. 
Reveille sounded at 5 a.m. Guard mount at 8:30 a.m. 
Religious services at 11 a.m., the Regimental Chaplain, 

Capt, Charles H. Hall, officiating. In consequence of the 
mess tent being blown down, the services were held in the 
open air. 

By special request the ceremony of dress parade was 
permitted, which was executed at 7 p.m., together with 
escort of the color. 

Tattoo sounded at 9:45 and taps at 10:30 p.m. 
The rain of Saturday had caused a shrinkage of the 

tents and guy ropes, and as they dried out this morning 
they became very slack. No attention being paid to tight­
ening them up, the strong wind blowing from the north 
caused the mess-lent to fall just after the Regiment had sat 
down to breakfast, demolishing some of the tables, crock­
ery and lamps, and scattering the food about the platform. 
A few slight injuries resulted to some of the command, and 
the occurrence suggested what might have resulted if the 
accident had taken place the night before when the kero­
sene lamps suspended about the tent poles were lighted. 
The fallen tent was quickly cleared away, and the meal 
finished in the open air. 

Monday, July 3. 
Reveille at 5 a.m. Company drill from 6 to 7:10 a.m., 

including instruction in skirmishing, double step and 
salutes. 

Guard mounting at 8:30 a.m. 
Battalion drill from 9:10 to 11:45 a.m., including for­

mation of battalion (in quick and double time), escort 
of the color, rear open order, alignments, marching by 
flank and by flank of subdivisions, manual of arms and 
firing. 

Dress parade at 7 p.m., during which ceremony the 
good results of the battalion drill were noticed. 

Tattoo at 9:45 and taps at 10:30 p.m. 
Morning report for this day showed total strength in 

camp 654. 
Tuesday, July 4, 

Reveille at 5 a.m. The annual inspection and muster 
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being ordered for this day, company and battalion drills 
were omitted. 

Guard mount at 8:30 a.m. 
At 9:30 a.m. the Regiment formed for review and in­

spection by Col. Theophilus F. Rodenbough, Assistant 
Inspector-General, S. N. Y., Lt. Col. John B. Frothing-
ham taking command as the inspecting officer was junior 
in rank to the commandant of the Regiment. 

The Officers' Bathing Pool--a luxury introduced since the camp was 
first opened by the 23rd Regiment in 1882. 

The muster showed 666 present, sixty absent. 
A rainstorm commencing shortly after 12 m. brought 

the ceremonies to a hasty termination, and the inspection 
of quarters was postponed. 

A national salute was fired at 12 in. by a detachment 
under orders from Brig. Gen. D. D. Wylie, Commissary-
General and Chief of Ordnance, S. N. Y. 

Dress parade omitted on account of the storm. 
Tattoo sounded at 9:45 and taps at 10:30 p.m. 
The storm rendered it necessary to utilize a small plat­

form covered by a tent, which was intended for the use 
of visitors and guests, and also to set tables in the cook­
house; the Regiment being fed by detachments. 

Morning report this day showed total strength in camp 
666. 

Wednesday, July 5. 
Reveille at 5 a.m. 
The storm continued all day, and company and battalion 

drills and dress parade were dispensed with. 
Undress guard mount at 8:30 a.m. 
Retreat sounded at 7:35 p.m. 
Tattoo sounded at 9:45 and taps at 10:30 p.m. 
Morning report showed total strength in camp 557. 

Thursday, July 6. 
Reveille at 5 a.m. 
Company drill necessarily omitted on account of the 

wet and muddy condition of the ground. 
Battalion drill from 9:10 to 11:40 a.m., including form 

to and on the right or left into line; form column of fours 
front into line, march by flank of subdivisions, and again 
in column of fours and column of companies and form 
line; form column of companies and march in column at 
full distance; change direction; form column at full dis­
tance into line; manual of arms and firing; column of 
fours front into line. In the firings, blank cartridges were 
used to the extent of about 3,400 rounds. 

Inspection of Quarters at 2 p.m. by Colonel Theophilus 
F. Rodenbough, Assistant Inspector-General, S. N. Y. 

Dress parade at 7:10 p.m. 
Tattoo at 9:45 and taps at 10:30 p.m. 
Morning report this day showed total strength in camp 

495. 
Friday, July 7. 

Reveille at 5 a.m. 
Company drill from 6 to 7 a.m., including skirmish 

manual, double step, right (and left) by twos and files, 
single rank movements, wheelings. 

Guard mounting at 8:30 a.m. 
Battalion drill from 9 to 11:40 a.m., including manual 

of arms and firings; break from the right and march to the 
left in column of fours; form column of fours and column 
of companies into line by two movements; double column 
of fours; form the double column front into line in double 
time and to the right into line in quick time; deployment of 
Battalion into close column; change front; skirmish drill. 
About 4,500 blank cartridges used in the firings. 

Dress parade at 7 p.m. 
Tattoo at 9:45, taps at 10:30 p.m. 
Morning report this day showed total strength in camp 

498. 
Saturday, July 8. 

Reveille at 5 a.m. 
Company drill omitted to permit men to pack up. 
Battalion drill from 9:10 to 11 a.m., including manual 

of arms; firings by company, wing, rank and battalion, in 
which about two thousand blank cartridges were used; 
alignments; column of fours on the left and to the right; 
close column of divisions and companies; form column of 
fours from close column: take wheeling distance and form 
line from close column; form column of companies from 
line; form single rank; form double rank; on right and 
left into line in single and double rank; form column of 

Five Past Six—and there is the 102nd Medical Regiment moving out 
to the Parade Ground for Review. 

fours from column of companies; form line from column 
of companies; close column of companies from column 
of fours; deploy the close column of divisions into line; 
change direction by left flank. 

The morning report for this day showed total strength 
in camp 498. 

At 2:30 the Regiment formed to leave camp. 
The Twelfth Regiment arrived at 3 p.m. The customary 

salutes were exchanged, and the camp turned over to Col. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Camp Smith Becomes a Popular Emergency Field for Aviators 

WHEN the 23rd Regiment opened Camp Smith in 
1882, it is doubtful if a single one of its members 

could have foreseen some of the uses to which its Parade 
Ground would be put before half a century had passed. 

First of all, came the Autogiro, owned by the Socony 
Company. It dropped out of a windless sky onto the East 
Parade Ground and then hopped over to the west field. 
Hundreds turned out to see this strange craft—the only-
successful radical departure from "orthodox" airplane de­
sign since the Wrights first flew at Kitty Hawk. 

Photo by Thompson, Official Camp Photographer. 
The Socony Autogiro makes a "one-point" landing at Camp Smith. 

From the west field, the windmill plane took off and 
landed half a dozen times, taking up as passengers Miss 
Mary Haskell (the General's daughter), Major Mangine, 
Major Reutershan, and others. All were impressed by the 
obvious ease with which the 'giro was lifted out of and 
dropped onto the small field and its theory of flight and 
its advantages were the subject of much interesting, if not 
correctly technical, conversation in the Camp that evening. 

If the next man who used the Camp for a landing field 
had had a 'giro, he would probably not be lamenting the 
bill foT several hundreds of dollars which be incurred when 
he dropped his ship on the dumping ground at the north 
end of the field. Spectators saw the ship pass over at 
about 2000 feet. Apparently at that height the motor stalled 
and the two thousand persons who had assembled to watch 
the review of the 106th Infantry saw the plane descending 
as though to land. The pilot maneuvered his ship to a 

Photo by Thompson. Official Camp Photograph?!. 
A topsy-turvy landing by the dump heap. 

landing at the east end, the only part clear of spectators, 
but at the last moment the plane swung wide and struck the 
dump heap where it made a ground-loop. 

The crowd rushed to where the upturned plane lay with 
its landing gear in the air and the upper wing partly buried 
in the soft ground, expecting to find its occupants dead. But 
the pilot and passenger scrambled out of their cockpits 
uninjured, looking shaken but mighty glad to be alive! 

On July 9th, at 6:30 p.m., when the band of the 105th 
Infantry was playing at Guard Mount, two planes came 
diving in through a dense fog and scattered the troops in 
all directions. Lieut. Eastman, Officer of the Guard, had 
his back turned to the approaching machines and his first 
intimation of danger was the sudden dispersal of his men. 

Both planes, carrying passengers, and bound for differ­
ent destinations, found themselves caught in the dense mist 
which rolled up the river just prior to a violent rainstorm. 
Instead of trying to continue through the Cornwall Gap 
(notoriously the worst stretch for "weather" on the whole 
Hudson), the pilots decided to land on the only possible 
spot in the neighborhood—the parade ground at Camp 
Smith. 

Apart from the unavoidable disruption of the guard 
mounting ceremonies, each plane made a perfect landing 
and was placed in the shelter of the Police Headquarters. 
At 8 p.m., when the storm abated, one of the pilots left and 
pulled out of the field very cleanly, headed for Walden, 
N. Y. The other pilot, who had his wife as passenger, 

Photo by Thompson, Official Camp Photographer. 
The Camp Police found one prisoner that didn't try to escape! 

bound for Utica from Atlantic City, decided that discretion 
was the better part of valor, and remained in Camp over­
night. The next morning, at 9 a.m., he taxied to the north­
ern extremity of the field and hopped off into the very light 
breeze, clearing the tree lops at the Far end by a wide mar­
gin, much to the relief apparently of the lady in the back 
seat who waved a vigorous farewell. 

In their hearts, the "Camp Officials" probably bade 
these unexpected visitors no less a vigorous farewell. A 
forced landing is a forced landing, and that's all there is to 
it. But the presence of troops on the camp parade ground 
makes a landing there a very dangerous one for all con­
cerned. While the necessity of reaching any port in a 
storm is fully appreciated, it is to he hoped that passing 
aircraft will use the parade ground only in extreme 
emergencies. 


