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LEverson of Indiana to be

U.S.M. B. Chief

RESIDENT HOOVER has
Pnominated Adjutant Gen-

eral William G. Everson of
Indiana to be Chief of the Mi-
litia Bureau, War Department,
with the rank of Major General,
succeeding General Creed C.
Hammond of Oregon, whose
four-year term of appointment
finished last spring.

General Everson, command-
ing officer of the 76th Infantry
Brigade, was commissioned a
few weeks ago by Governor
Leslie to be Adjutant General.

A minister by profession, pas-
tor of the First Baptist Church
of Muncie, General Everson at-
tained distinction in the World
War as an officer of infantry,
also having seen service in the
Spanish-American War as an
enlisted man.

First as a major and then as
lieutenant colonel, he command-
ed the only American sector on
the Italian battle front and all
American troops east of the
Adriatic Sea. He directed his
troops in three major engage-
ments, becoming widely known
as the “fighting preacher.”

His world war service took
him to France, Italy, Austria,
Dalmatia, Serbia and Monte: -
negro. Following the armistice he
represented the United States in
Fiume where much tact and diplo-
macy was required in the handling of
a delicate situation, and he also super-
vised investigations in Serbia and
Austria. He was decorated by sev-
eral foreign countries.

General Everson was born at
Wooster, Ohio, July 1, 1879. He was
graduated from Franklin College,
Franklin, Ind., in 1903, receiving an
A.B. degree. He was married in 1904
to Mary Coon, his coed sweetheart at
Franklin. He later received an A.B.
degree at Newton Theological Insti-
tute of Massachusetts and also did
special work at Baylor, University of
Texas and at Harvard.

He is the author of “Twenty Out-
lines of the New Testament,” 1921.
and “World War and Peace Poten-

form as an officer, having pre-
pared himself for a commission
through previous training in the
National Guard.

Most ministers entering the
service served as chaplain, but
the Rev. Everson took his place
at the battle front as an officer
of infantry.

It was in April, 1898, that
Everson, as a 19-year-old boy,
volunteered service to his coun-
try in the Spanish-American
War. Answering President Me-
Kinley’s call for troops, Ever-
son became a private but was
promoted within a month to cor-
poral and as such participated
in the war until mustered out of
Federal service November 4,
1898.

When the National Guard
was reorganized following the
Spanish-American War, Ever-
son entered the peacetime ser-
vice as a private and then as a
sergeant major, serving from
1900 to 1903.

In May, 1905, Everson was
commissioned as a chaplain,
first lieutenant, Indiana Nation-
al Guard, but as a natural born
soldier he desired a more active
service. He mastered the duties

tialities,” 1924, and has delivered lec-
tures in several parts of the country
on patriotic and religious topics.

He was ordained as a Baptist min-
ister in 1901 and became a pastor at
Morgantown and Lewis Creek, Ind.
Since then he had held the pastorship
in First Baptist Church, Columbus,
Ind.; Glendale Square, Boston, Mass.;
College Avenue Baptist Church, In-
dianapolis; First Church, Newport,
Ky.: Fourth Avenue Baptist Church,
Louisville, Ky.; Norwood Church,
Cincinnati, and First Baptist Church,
Muncie.

Everson had served in the Spanish-
American War as an enlisted man be-
fore he became a minister and also
before he had entered college. When
the World War came he resigned as
a pastor and within one month after
the declaration of war he was in uni-
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of a company commander and
in 1909 was promoted to captain of
infantry. He became one of the most
popular officers attending the annual
National Guard encampments. He was
idolized by the men of his company
and respected by his fellow officers.
In 1914 he was commissioned as a
major, quartermaster corps, National
Guard, and in May, 1916, was trans-
ferred to the infantry as a major of
infantry.

On April 6, 1917, the United States
declared war against Germany. A
month and five days later Everson re-
sponded to a call to active duty as a
major of the officers’ reserve corps,
and, in recognition of his distin-
guished service at the front, was pro-
moted on October 25, 1918, less than
a month before the armistice, to lieu-
tenant colonel. His discharge from
(Continued on page 5)
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Where Only Bull’s-eyes
Really Count

UST picture a little tent village of nearly 6,000 people
—4000 shooting and 2000 serving with the best rifles
and the best ammunition. Every state in the Union

represented by National Guard experts and civilian crack
shots. An intensive school of marksmanship for the Na-
tional Guard, the Officers’ Reserve, the college boys and
the civilians from every one of the nine corps areas for
one week, then an extensive program of National Rifle
Association matches all being entered by riflemen with the
same good ammunition, where only bull’s-eyes really
count, for most of the matches, unless weather conditions
interfere, are won by perfect scores, the *“V centers” break-
ing the ties. Picture one and onehalf miles of targets
backed up by Lake Erie, notice the various styles of shoot-
ing togs worn by this “Daniel Boone” or that “David
Crocket,” listen to the chatter of scope, ballistics, or what
have you “dope,” get into the rush lines for the mess cafe-
terias or linger with the groups in front of the official bul-
letin board and you are in Camp Perry, Ohio, the National
Guard training camp of the Ohio
troops, and probably the largest rifle

New Yorker, on account of serious illness at the last mo-
ment, was trained to again win the head of the matches,
less the services, as the practice seems to warrant a 270
average while a 268-}- “took home the bacon.” But those
little mishaps that are forever lurking around match events
tied a jinx or two to New York and the very tough weather
conditions at 1000 yards handicapped all those who ran
into the fourth hour of shooting, New York holding better
than most of them with a gusty breeze requiring three to
four points of wind. When the crack of the last rifle closed
the 1929 National matches participated in by 112 teams,
the U. 5. Infantry was declared the winner with 2775
points to its credit; then the U. S. Engineers 2752, U. S.
Marine Corps 2741, U. S. Coast Guard 2709, U. S. Navy
2698, Massachusetts National Guard 2686, New Jersey
National Guard 2686, Texas National Guard 2682, Oregon
National Guard 2678, Ohio National Guard 2661, Wash-
ington State Civilians 2659, Massachusetts Civilians

and pistol range in the country, where
dozens of historic National matches
have been held, and the scene of the
1929 National Individual Rifle and

Pistol Team matches.

The New York National Guard
Rifle and Pistol teams kept up the
prestige of the Empire State in these
fast going National matches, Septem-
ber Oth to 14th. The rifle team, al-
though handicapped by a shortage of
one man, Gregory T. Kelly of the
107th  Infantry, 1928’s strongest

{3}




THE NEW YORK NATIONAL GUARDSMAN jfor OCTOBER, 1929

2658, U. S. Cavalry 2656, New
York National Guard 2653.

The New Yorkers finished in
Class A, again winning legs on the
Distinguished Marksman Medals
for all members and pushing five
more Guardsmen through this class
. who will now be decorated by the
War Department as Distinguished
Marksmen, namely :

First Lieutenant Fred W. Ellis,
Company E, 174th Infantry,

Second Lieutenant Lynn D. Wal-
lace, Company H, 174th Infantry.

First Sergeant Willis J. Breits-
man, Company F, 108th Infantry.

Sergeant Thomas A. Moore,
Company K, 107th Infantry.

Corporal James H. Fitzgerald,
Company L, 107th Infantry.

In the small arms school, the
first week at Perry, New York had
six men who had not previously
attended and all were graduated
with certificates, rating them as
qualified instructors in marksman-
ship—Captain W. A. Swan, Ser-
geant Olaf Gormsen, Sergeant
Harry A. James, Sergeant Robert
Darling, Corporal Wm. C. Fisher,
Jr., Private First Class Norm
Davids.

In the historic matches of the
National Rifle Association, held the
week between the marksmanship
school and the National match
week, the men from New York re-
ceived the major part of their
range training with the new pistol
grip rifles. They gave a good ac-

count of themselves, frequently
“coming in the money.”

The outstanding member this
year was First Lieutenant Fred W.
Ellis, Company E, 174th Infantry,
Jamestown, who not only made the
“President’s One Hundred” in the
President’s match (eightieth place
out of 1513 entrees), but was one
of the twenty high Guardsmen out
of 600 in all the matches, thus se-
curing a place on the National
Guard All-Service team,

In the A. E. F. Roumania Team
match the New York National
Guard team of six finished fourth
in the National Guard group with
a total of 537, the match being won
by the U. S. Infaniry team with
559.

In the Championship Regimental
Team match, by picking up two
additional men at Camp Perry,
Privates Agramonte and Skelly,
107th Infantry, was able to enter
one team for New York. The 174th
Infantry had a slightly more diffi-
cult task for there were only three
men on the State team, however
Lieutenant Ellis rounded up Ser-
geant Guy C. Moore of Buffalo
and Private Lynn L. Bentley of
Jamestown, and then Lieutenant
Wallace wired his father, Captain
J. M. H. Wallace of Company F,
Buffalo, who would think nothing
of asking the courts to adjourn
while a shooting match was held,
perhaps that is our own opinion,
but at any rate he locked the law

“ office and was on hand with his

rifle and his eye and this team won







