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SUCCESS 
Can only be measured by enthusiasm, tactfulness and 

righteousness — this also applies to RECRUITING. 

FAILURE 
Somewhat like success but in the reverse direction and 
is oft times the result of too much word of mouth — 

this also applies to RECRUITING. 

MORAL 
Do unto others what you would have done unto yourself 

— this also applies to RECRUITING. 

SUGGESTION 
Do not overlook promises, suggestions, promotions, 
partialities, accomplishments — any of which also applies 

to RECRUITING. 
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Our New Adjutant General 

B RIGADIER GENERAL FRANKLIN W. WARD, one of the best known National Guard 
officers in the country, has been active in the Guard since 1888. He served in the Spanish-

American War with the 9th N. Y. Inf., on the Mexican Border with the 6th (N. Y.) 
Division, and in France with the 27th Division, where he was assigned to command the 106th 
Infantry in October, 1918. While in commmand of the 106th Infantry, Colonel Ward was cited 
"for courage, determination and thoroughness in personally supervising the ordered dispositions of 
his regiment under heavy enemy fire and in thick fog . . . in the Battle of Le Selle River, France." 
Among the decorations awarded General Ward are the Distinguished Service Medal; Officer of 
the French Legion of Honor; Belgian Croix de Guerre, with palm; Commander of the Military 
Order of the Restitution of Poland; New York State Conspicuous Service Medal. 
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The Greatest Swordsman in America 
By ELIZABETH STEPHENS CARSON 

(Reprint by courtesy of the Wisconsin National Guard Review) 

THAT Col. Thomas Stephens was the 
finest swordsman in the United 

States was the unanimous verdict of those 
who had seen him in action, either at 
drill or in actual combat. 

The story of how this handsome sol­
dier born in England, came to be ap­
pointed Colonel in the Second Wisconsin 
Regiment during the Civil War and In­
spector General for Wisconsin, is an in­
teresting one. 

The setting of the first chapter in the 
life of this romantic character was in 
England, in a little mining camp located 
near London, in the early part of the 
last century. Here one day young 
Thomas, assisted by one of his play­
mates, was indulging in imitating the 
Royal Guards in combat. They did not 
know that a little distance away some 
English officers were enjoying the sight 
and commenting on the skill of the young 
warriors. These officers immediately 
saw in Thomas the making of a military 
man, admiring his natural ability and 
splendid physique. The soldiers, ever 
on the alert for (material out of which 
to mould future defenders of their coun­
try, drew closer to the boys and opened 
a conversation. The boys, of course, felt 
highly honored, not dreaming of what 
was behind the pleasantries of the of­
ficers. 

Shortly after arrangements were made 
for Thomas to enter training for a mili­
tary career, and he was placed in a mili­
tary academy near London. After sev­
eral years of schooling and military 
training, during which time Thomas ad­
vanced rapidly, he began to gain an en­
viable reputation as a swordsman, a repu­
tation that spread throughout England 
and finally reached the attention of 
Queen Victoria, who selected him as one 
of her bodyguards. 

Thomas enjoyed his position and 
highly appreciated the kindness and 
courtesy of the young queen, but at this 
period he began to be attracted by the 
stories which were circulating about the 
new country across the water, rumors of 
enormous unexplored wealth and a free­
dom of personal conduct which naturally 
appealed to a young man of Thomas' 
temperament. This was the land of 
promise; the country that would not be 
ruled by monarchy; where silver and 
gold lay (glittering in the sunlight; where 
nature had spread the richest and larg­
est blanket of soil; the country whose 
boundaries were so vast that the entire 

kingdom of Great Britain would be lost 
in her great domain. It is not to be 
wondered at that the young guardsman 
became restless and discontented. Amer­
ica! America! The call came louder 
and louder. Finally Thomas requested 
of the Queen that she release him from 
her service. 

Queen Victoria parted unwillingly with 
her favorite guardsman, her "Little 
Tom," as she delighted to call him. 
"Little Tom" then stood six feet two 
inches and weighed two hundred pounds. 
At last, having secured a substitute, 
Thomas bade farewell to Buckingham 
Palace, to the horse which he had learned 
to love, to his splendid uniform, and to 
the noble queen. 

It was a bright September morning in 
1848 when Thomas boarded the steamer 
at Liverpool, and after what apparently 
must have been a rather uneventful voy­
age, he reached his new country. 

From the first he loved America, and 
quickly swore his allegiance. 

During the first two years he taught 
military tactics in Philadelphia, gaining 
the mastery of such celebrated swords­
men as Professor Newton of Norwich 
University and W. H. Davis, Military 
Instructor of Virginia. French, German, 
and Polish experts were alike disarmed 
by him. Gen. Scott and Professor Wayne 
of West Point recommended his system 
for use at West Point and the United 
States Army. 

He became an instructor at West 
Point, where his tactics are still in use. 
In 1859 he published a book on broad 
and small sword exercises, which was 
accepted and endorsed by the best mili­
tary authorities and used as a textbook 
in military schools throughout the United 
States. He was constantly in receipt of 
encomiums and testimonials from his 
military admirers, and then letters from 
Gov. Porter of Pennsylvania and from 
Gen. Johnson, the reputed slayer of the 
famous Indian chieftain Tecumseh. 

While in New York City attending an 
officers' convention, Stephens incurred 
the enmity of a French officer, also a 
magnificent swordsman, who challenged 
him to a duel. Having challenged the 
world in his book on swordsmanship, 
Col. Stephens accepted the challenge. 

A few minutes after the duel had be­
gun, the Colonel demonstrated his superi­
ority by cutting a button from his op­
ponent's shirt. Still game, though great­
ly outskilled, the Frenchman refused to 
surrender, and a few minutes later, rather 
than take his opponent's life, Col. 
Stephens cut his opponent's sword. 

The French officer, apparently a good 
loser, gave a dinner at the Astor hotel, 
inviting a number of officers, at which 
dinner Col. Stephens was the guest of 
honor. The host carved the turkey with 
a carving knife made from the broken 
sword, and in a toast declared that had 
Col. Stephens been in his power there 
would have been no turkey to carve. 

By wise investments in California gold 
mines in 1851 and also in western lands, 
Col. Stephens amassed a small fortune. 
With position, wealth and a beautiful 
wife, Col. Stephens decided to throw 
his lot with some friends who had pre­
ceded him to Dodgeville, Wisconsin, in 
search of ore, southwestern Wisconsin 
having for some time been a valuable 
lead country. 

Stephens built a beautiful home in 
Dodgeville, expecting to enjoy the quiet 
and comfort of home life. He took 
great delight in hunting and fishing and 
it was not an uncommon sight to see him 
stalk in with a water pail filled with 
sparkling brook trout or a bag filled with 
pheasants, quail, and prairie chicken. 

But this happy, carefree life was not 
to continue uninterrupted. Col. Stephens 
was among the first to enlist in the Fed­
eral army in the Civil War. He was 
appointed Inspector General, also Colo­
nel of the 2nd Wisconsin Cavalry, being 
recommended by C. C. Washburn to 
Governor Randall, then governor of Wis­
consin. The 2nd Wisconsin was soon 
called into active service. 

During the siege of Vicksburg the 
Colonel's horse was shot and he was 
thrown to the ground. Had it not been 
for the protection of the dead body of 
his horse, he would have been trampled 
to death by the confederate soldiers. A 
kind-hearted Southern woman who had 
entered the field soon after the battle in 
the hope of giving assistance to some of 
her Southern friends, stumbled by mere 
chance upon the body of Col. Stephens, 
lying in a state of unconsciousness. She 
administered aid to him. Upon regain­
ing consciousness, the Colonel recognized 
the embarrassing position it might place 
her in to have given aid to a Northern 
soldier, and he begged her to leave him 
to the mercy of others while she aided 
her friends. But Caroline's kind heart 
could not be persuaded. She managed to 
get him to her home and concealed him 
from Southern authorities until he re­
covered sufficiently to return to his regi­
ment, where he was received with great 
rejoicing as one risen from the dead. 
Ever ready to face danger and to pro-
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tect his regiment, he won the respect and 
admiration of his regiment. 

At the close of the war the regiment 
presented him with a silver and gold 
ornamented sword as a token of their 
love and esteem. This sword is now in 
possession of Col. Stephen's son. 

At Jackson, Mississippi, the Colonel's 
horse was captured by confederates while 
the Colonel was at mess. The young 
colored boy who was in charge of the 
horse was almost broken-hearted. The 
horse was finally recaptured, much to the 
delight of both the Colonel and the boy. 
At the close of war Colonel Stephens 
bought the horse from the government. 
The colored by begged to be taken to 
the Colonel's home, asserting that the 
Colonel and his horse meant more to him 
than all the rest of the world, and Col. 
Stephens finally granted his request and 
took him along to Dodgeville. 

In the years following the war Col. 
Stephens made every effort to regain his 
health. With that object in view he 
took an ocean trip to England in 1869, 
where he was received with great honor 
at Windsor Castle, Buckingham Palace, 
and the Bouse of Parliament. All this 
was very interesting, but the paramount 
object of his visit was in vain. The 
seeds of disease sown while he was fight­
ing for his adopted country rapidly un­
dermined his constitution and he died in 
1871, at the comparatively early age of 
58 years. 

A life-size portrait of Col. Stephens 
now hangs in the State Historical Library 
at Madison.—Reprint by courtesy of the 
Wisconsin National Guard. 

Reviewed by the 
Governor of Connecticut 

Governor John H. Trumbull of Con­
necticut flew to New York City in his 
airplane Monday, March 1st, and took a 
review tendered him by the 71st Infantry 
in their Park Avenue armory. Col. Wal­
ter A. De Lamater and his staff met the 
Governor at Mitchell Field and escorted 
them to the city entertaining their guests 
at dinner at the Hotel McAlpin. Gov­
ernor Trumbull was accompanied by 
Gen. G. M. Cole, the Adjutant General; 
Gen. M. B. Payne, Quartermaster Gen­
eral; Col. C. W. Comfort, Jr., Surgeon 
General; Col. James A. Haggerty, Col. 
L. L. Field, Col. H. A. Allen, Col. R. B. 
De Lacorir, Com. N. W. Pickering, Maj. 
F. J. Morrison, Maj. T. O. Freeman, 
Maj. Houghton Bulkley, Maj. R. W. De 
Lamater, aids, and Col. J. W. Gilson, As­
sistant Adjutant General. 

It is probably the first time in history 
a governor of another state has flown his 
own plane and taken a review in a sister 
state. 

The Resolution on 
Inland Water Route 

By C O L O N E L F R A N K H . H I N E S 

T'HE resolution as offered the State 
National Guard Association and 

adopted by it at Syracuse, as reported in 
the February issue, is here published in 
full: 

WHEREAS, The military history of the 
North American continent repeatedly has 
stressed the vital, strategic and tactical 
importance of the inland water level 
route between the great lakes and the 
Atlantic seaboard, through the Mohawk 
and Hudson valleys, of the State of New 
York, and 

WHEREAS, The importance of proper 
maintenance and development of this 
route, both as a carrier of material and 
munitions, and a protective industrial 
base, is salient in the natural defensive 
strength of this nation, and 

WHEREAS, This route furnishes the 
only water-level line of communication 
between the inland seas of this continent 
and the first line areas of the northern 
Atlantic coast, which lies wholly within 
the domain and control of the United 
States, and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United 
States has authorized a survey to de­
termine the feasibility and practicability 
of the establishment of an Ail-American 
ship canal following this strategic Amer­
ican route from the great lakes to the 
Atlantic through the said Mohawk and 
Hudson valleys, and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United 
States has authorized the establishment 
of a deep water way in the Hudson river 
from the present head of deep water 
navigation through the port of Albany 
which will constitute one-third of the en­
tire inland route from the Atlantic ocean 
to the great lakes, but 

WHEREAS, There is a concurrent move­
ment for the establishment of an Ameri­
can built but foreign controlled ship canal 
from the great lakes to the Atlantic 
through the St. Lawrence river, which, 
in the opinion of this body would be in­
judicious prior to the establishment of 
our own essential strategic route, and 

WHEREAS, The policy of this nation 
in the development of waterways and 
canals even outside of its own territorial 
borders, has been established as a na­
tional and not an international policy, as 
evidenced in the conception, maintenance 
and single control of the Panama Canal, 
and 

WHEREAS, There has been no instance 
in the history of civilized nations wherein 
joint or divided responsibility or control 
of a waterway or strategic water passage 
has resulted in other than international 
friction, and 

WHEREAS, It is the opinion of the Na­
tional Guard Association of the State of 

New York that the participation of the 
United States of America in the pro­
posed St. Lawrence ship canal would be 
tantamount to the establishment of an 
American Dardenelles, prejudicial to the 
peace and good fellowship which has 
marked the relations of this nation, and 
Canada for more than a century, and 

WHEREAS, The early completion of a 
deep water ship canal from the great 
lakes to the Atlantic ocean is essential in 
the development of National Defense as 
well as in the development of National 
Trade; Now, Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the National Guard 
Association of the State of New York 
urges upon the present Congress the 
authorization at this session of Congress 
of the proposed All-American canal from 
the great lakes to the Atlantic ocean by 
way of the said Mohawk and Hudson 
valleys; and be it further 

Resolved, That as representatives of 
the first line of National Defense, pri­
marily charged with the military land 
defense of our country and the main­
tenance of lines of communication and 
transportation, we urge the Congress of 
the United States to refrain from par­
ticipation in the authorization of any in­
ternational canal on this continent what­
soever until the Ail-American ship canal 
shall have been completed; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That a copy of these Reso­
lutions be forwarded by this Association 
to the Secretary of War, and each Sena­
tor and Representative in Congress from 
this State. 

Army Downs Navy 
Basketball Team 

THE Army defeated the Navy in the 
annual inter-service basketball con­

test recently before four thousand spec­
tators by a score of 21 to 12. 

The Cadets clearly outplayed the Mid­
shipmen, although Navy led after twelve 
minutes of the opening half, 4 to 3. At 
half time, Army led, 10 to 7. 

In the second half, the West Point 
team began to get the range and spec­
tacular shooting by Roosma, Shepard and 
Mills was instrumental in swelling 
Army's total, while a stout defense by the 
Army seemingly got tighter and more ef­
fective, Navy being held to one field goal 
by Craig. 

Harry Wilson, football star, was ef­
fective in breaking up many Navy plays. 


