The 124th Regiment,

A new stand of colors is about to be
forwarded to the 124th Regt., N. Y. S.
V', by the Danghters of Orange. The
flag is precisely like the one presented
at their organization in Septemb.r, 62,
{ with the addition of a cluster of Orange

blossoms and fruit on the blue gf‘onn‘d,
added as a memento of the lamented
| Col. Ellis, who called his “boys” bhis
| *“ Orange Blossoms,” and a ribbon of
| that color is now universally “worn by
{the regiment,

It is due to the many contributors
from the towns in the county, to state,
in explanation of the delay in presenting
these colors, that they were ordered
aboqt the 15th of November, and not
j received until the 30th of December,—
| The remittances have been almost inva-
| riably accompanied with kind wishes
| tor the wellfare of their favorite regi-
| ment, and expressions of thanks for the
| privilege of contributing in any measure
| towards procuring a testimonial of ap-
| preciation. ~ It is safe to say that scarce-
ly a town has been applied to that
would not:willingly have furnished the
colors if necessary, but it was deemed
| best to be impartial and allow all a
share, -

G §$h;ﬁ, Jan.s, 1834[}6 of the Daughters of Orange.
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THE OLD AND NEW/FLAGS OF THE
~ 124TH REGIMENT.

ilege of farnishing colors to

S, 1, was @gcorded to the
ladies of: Orange County, and by them
properly“appreciated. - It may not be

| generally known, that the old honored
relic, perforated -by missiles from Rebel
bands, was sent to swell the collection
of Arms and Trophies at the Metropoli-
tan Tair, an exhibition which made
every patriot sick at heart, so numerous
the evidences ot national conspiracy.—
Although the new one has as yet re-
ceived no parricidal thrust, it is needless
to say there are tokens of a coming
contest, and anxious hearts are turning
with deep solicitude to the Army of the
Potomac, and praying feverently for
the welfaré’of-country and friends. As
i idnals instinctively turn to the lo-
cation of ‘objects most beloved, so do
we find ‘our interest concentrating on
the little band that:.rallies round the
new flag ot the Regiment we delight
to call ** our own,” each man of which
we have adopted as a subject of house-
hold regard and feel now an increased
desire to do them honor "in considera-
tion of trials undergone.

The following address expressive of
our estimation of their services and the
| appropriate reply of the Colonel will be
read with the interest attaching to part-
ing’ words. :

To the Officers and Men of the 124th Regi-

ment, N. ¥. Volunteers. &

The Daughters of Qranée having

heard that the colors they presented to !
you at the time of your organization
have been impaired in battle, take great
pleasure: in substituting new ones.—
Please:regard them as renewed:.tokens
of their; high appreciation.of your ser-
vices as'a Regiment, and as a pledge of
their desire to have their interests in
this pedftest-identified with* your -own,
Yoix}ﬁnzh{srdlybe expected toknow how
i large aplace you have in the hearts of
| your country-women, hew sincera their
regard and sympathy, nor how great
the interest they have in the records of
'the brave American Guard. Continne
to keep them unsullied, and make for
us such a history as we may with pride
and satisfaction deposit with thearchives
of our country. You have already won
a name for courage and efficiency in
battles, for fortitude and endurance in
wearisome marches ; a name that can
be still more exalted, if, after having |
stood the test of intrepid soldiers, you
can add to’it the crowning virtues of
patience and endurance to the end.—
Your diminished numbers tell eloquent-
ly what you have already suffered since
you left us under the leadership of the
able and bold Col, Ellis. Send us back
the old revered flag, that it may be
placed with the cherished mementoes
of your lamented commander and his
“immortal braves.” Itstarnished hues
will affect to sadness those who beheld
it unfurled and in his hand held aloft
on the day of its presentation, when lLe
declared if he did not bring: i, back
then we might rest assured “the arm'
that held it would be palsied in'death.”
Return it, to tell us of Gettysburgh,
and of the heroes slain in its defence.
We want it to remind us of the faith-
ful, undaunted men who followed it
with the offering ot their, lives, amid
the strife and carnage ‘of*battle, or,
beneath its folds:have shouted victory
over our foes. We will continue to
i hold in grateful remembrance, not only
the dead, but the disabled and scarred
survivors. Be assured that you, upon
whom rests the future, have no public
friends more anxious for your unblem-
ished reputation and honor, or meore:
deeply solicitous for your welfare than
the DavuGHTERS OF ORANGE.

© Canp 124t Recimext, N. Y. VoL, g
i Culpeper, Va., April 20, 1864.

To the President of the Ladies Society of

Orange County : Dissis

Desr Mapay :—In hehalfrpfrthe of-
ficers,and men of thgqﬁ;]z;i h ] Eegiment,
I take great pleasureé 1o ‘Heknowledging
the rédeiptéof a beadtifal§tand'st.colors
with aniaecompanying dddiess-from the
Da’u%ghters of Orange.:;

T?fﬁg new, silken fold

lds: of stars and
| stripes have already been’ unfurled be-
fore the Regiment in place of those,
which a yearandia balf ago you pre-
sented to us. ¥By. this change ot Regi-
mental colors varied emotions are natu- |




rally awakened in the breasts of us all,
both as memmy in connection with the
dear old flag brings back the history of
the past elghteen months, and as imagi-
sprompted by your new gift,calls
aining eighteen months of

one, at your request, we send
back 4o our County grieving most of
“all that our lamented Colonel, who re-

ceived it at your hands, cannot return
it, for ¢ his arm is palsied in death” On
the flag’s faded, torn and riddled stripes
is written a history, of which, we are
glad to learn that you are proud. We
believe that you will cherish it, both
for the sake of the noble men who have
fallen in its defence and of the surviv-

ing members of the Regiment who |

reverence it with idolatrous devotion.
We trust that, atter it has served its
part at the Sanitary Fairs of the County
in awakening an interest in"the soldier
by reminding of a soldiers work, it may
‘be thought worthy to form- part of a

| new collection to be placed in Washing- -

| ton’s Headquarters at Newburgh, side

by side with the relics and trophies that |

| are now there. The one collection, to
speak eloquently of Liberty gained in
the Revolutionary struggle—the other,
of Liberty defended against the Great
Rebellion.

The new flag we gladly reccive as.

another teken of the interest which the
Daughters-of Orange have ever mani-
‘fested in our behalf. For it, please ac-
. cept reartfelt thanks. On thelong
weary 1
. battlefield’ it will give courage and

_strength, by reminding of the warm |
hearts and the willing hands that at |

home are cheering us. We promise to

bear and rally around that flag where- |

ever duty and our Country call. No
_traitorous,foe-shall trail it in the dust
'so long as an arm can be raised in its
| defence. -

" The signs of the times are cheering.
The hearts of all are buoyant with the
confidence of coming victory and of
final trinmph over the enemy. Under
the guidance of an able and successful
| Geeneral, the army is about to ““ advance
on the enemies works.” Cease not your
efforts and your prayers+the Country
is worth them all. Resist by your power-
ful influence enemy at home and so
help us subdue ¢ in our front—
and, by the bIessrﬁg of God upon our
united labors, we may soon be able to
!rejoice together over a united, happy,
and free country.-

With the highest esteem, Madam
i our Country's Good, M. C

am Yours for
NS,
Col. 124th Regt N. Y.V

Ross, Bu-
v Col. T.

feh and the closely contested |




Letter from the 124th Regiment.

CAMP NFAR BRANDY STATION, VA,
. January 17th, 1864.

EDITOR \Vm(} PrEss :—Our Division has been
very busy the past week mo ing ‘camp; . We now
lay some three miles from ndy Station. The
weather for a few days past-has’ cen fine, but be-

| their cabins up, and expect to put up one for Capt.
| Jackson, Co. K, to-morrow. Co. K are all right.

The Captain looks well; he is in the best of health,
| and a very nice Captain he is. He is very good to
his men. The 124th is No. 1 in battle, and stand
right to their post. The men think a great deal of
our Colonel.

A man by the name of Bullock, in Philadelphia,
on to the First Division ollen mittens
an. They are distributing tt
ho are much pleased wi

50 useful a

Yours, respectfully, H. D. PARET.

fore that it was very cold. Some of our boys have |

| The boys enjoy themselves first best, are getting |,
| fat, and not ome in the Company sick, I believe.— |:

|Let;t:er from ti1e One BHundred and Twenty-
Fourth.

Caxp or THE 1241 REGIMENT N. Y. 8.V,
NEAR BraNDY STATION, VA., Feb. 18; 1864.

To the Editor of the Journal :

Drar Srr: Some time ago, the novel idea was
suggested to me by a friend, of writing a letter to
the Journal concerning the movements, &ec., of the
Orange Blossoms ; but, deeming myself incempe-
tent to get up a letter that would interest my
friends when there was nothing to.write about but
camp life, I have put it off till the present time.

You are all doubtless aware that we have been
settled in winter quarters some four weeks, and I
might say even longer; for we had our log houses
nearly built before we crossed the Rapidan River
on the 27th of November, after which we returned
to our old position and finished our quarters. But,
on account of the scarcity of wood, we were obliged

to move about four miles in the direction of Culpep- |

per, to a more bountiful supply; and I will assure
you we have 'no cause to regret the change, but
rather to he thankful, for now we have an abund-
ance of the best of wood and water.

Our camp is situated on a slight eminence, with a
beautiful brook running at its base. Our company
streets are laid out with the strictest care, while our
shanties, comparing our present ones with those of
last winter, show a decided improvement. DBut
wh) should they not, since experience is truly al-
lowed to be our best teacher, and we have not lack-
ed its advantages ? My present house is the fourth
one that I have helped build in Dixie.

Now, in order that you may understand what
kind of a house it is that I with three other persons
occupy, it will be necessary for me to describe it, so
you can judge how much comfort the soldier can
take if left alome.- It is built up with logs about
four feet high, twelve feet long, and seven feet
wide, with a bunk in each end sufficiently large to
hold two persons, and under which we pile wood
and our cooking utensils, &c. Between the two
bunks is a space of about five feet, in the centre of
which is a fireplace, and directly opposite a door of
about the dimensions of those you have often seen
in a pig pen. This, covered with our shelter tent,
affords a better protection from storm than a per-
son unused to them would suppose. Being situated
on an elevated picce of ground renders the health
of the regiment generally good.
lately been on a reconnoisance, I thought it might
interest you to know something about it.
so, I will attempt a brief description of our march
on that occasion.

Oun Saturday, the 6th instant, roll call sounded at
a much earlier hour than usual. Knowing there
must be something unusual up, we hastened to get
our breakfast, so as to be ready for any emergency,
and a few minutes later brought the order to pack
up and be ready to move at seven o’clock; and in
half an hour we were all ready, waiting for the
time to come when the bugle should sound atten-

But as we have

Hoping

tion. Seven o’clock came, but no farther orders,
and®as it had now commenced raining we thought

we were startled by the boom of artiller
ion %Ot at first, but soon followed by;several
others infapuick successioni:j At first we thought
they were only shelling the woods to find out whe-
ther the enomy was there, but. when it was joined

perhaps we would not have to go; but at'ten o’clock |
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| with musketry we knew thero was trouble some-
iwhere, and we knew, too, that unless the tide of
battle favored us we should very soon have to sling
our knapsacks and start for the scene of conflict;
but time wore on, and still no further orders till
four o’clock p. m., when an orderly came hastily
into camp, and the next minute the bugle sounded
strike tents, and half past four o’clock found us
tramping through Virginia mud, for it continued
to rain all day, and you know at this season a little
rain makes a good deal of mud.

Now you who are enjoying all the comforts of
civil life, imagine yourself turned out doors in the
rain on a cold winter day, your destination un-
known, night is fast approaching, without the
slightest prospect of a comfortable shelter ‘when you

; shall have reached your journey’s end, and you will .‘

have a faint idea of how we felt on that night,
(which by the way is not the only one we have
spent in a similar manner), but there is no alterna-
tive, so on we move at a rapid rate through fields,
over stumps, stones and ditches, till we reach the
road leading to Culpepper; on, still on, through
that place, beyond which a short distance we cross
the Railroad, and again take the fields. Night is
now upon us, and one of inky darkness, for there
was no moon to light our weary way ; and even had
there been it would have done but little good. ¥or
as my countryman Burns says, in- his celebrated
poem on Tam O’Shanter,

¢ And sic a nicht weltook the road in,

That nae puir sinner was e’er abroad in.”

After five hours’ hard marching we halted for the
night, or, I should have said, our Colonel halted,
but I will not venture to say how many of those
who left camp with us were able to keep up. It
was impossible for all to do so, for when once out of
the ranks in the dark it is no easy matter to find
your way back, and equally difficult to find your
regiment after it has halted, but every man came
up early next morning, when, after a very uncom-
fortable night’s rest, for it had rained nearly all of
the time, we were ordered to fall in and take the
road leading to Raccoon Ford ; and after marching
about two miles we were halted in a miserable wet
swamp, where we staid about five hours, during
which time all was quiet except an occasional gun,
when we were ordered back a short distance to a
beautiful pine grove, and as Sol was now pouring
forth his rays, we took a much needed repose in this
place. We remained. till near sundown, when we
were ordered back to our old quarters, it being as-
certained that the First and Second Army Corps
had aceomplished the work for which they were
sent. What that work was I'do not exactly know,
and therefore will say nothing about it, but eleven
o'clock:sfinds those who are able‘io@fk%ep np back to
camlp." ow as we are gojpg outon Division re-
view this afternoon at three o’clock, I must bring.
( this to a close so as to send it by to-day’s mail.

! I remain yours, &c., WM. EDGAR.

i

Tetter from the 124th N, ¥. V.

CAMP NEAR CULPEPPER, VA. g
N T

Friexp HASBROUCK : $
been broken up, the First Divisio 4
vision were put in the Second Corps;ad
Division in the Sixtthrps, ‘Lhurs
the troops had to pack up a‘;;r}giigq ov

the Third took the camp of the

*. it is cold, you will see the One Hundred and Twen-

0 bawend

ond Corps, and take the Third

. ) 3
vision’s camp, and

I tell you, the soldiers are getting -used to mov-
ing and building quarters. You see we move the
last of March instead of the first of April, as they
do North. : '

I suppose there will be something of a draft the
middle of April. Well, send on those at home who
are hé,ving easy times, while we are down here
traveling with our knapsack and six or eight days’
rations. But the boys are cheerful over it—always
in good spirits. If it rains, or the mud is deep, or

ty-Fourth at their post, and as lively as if all was
fine and pleasant. They go along a8 if they were
going home from a day’s work i He,}fToth. )

Our boys say Uncle Abe must ttle.this-war; he
is the man for President. Again, thers are many
that voted against him before ‘who say he is their
choice now. .

TLee has Grant to face now, and if he is not care-
ful Grant will serve him worse than he did Pem-
berton at Vicksburgh. You can look for stirring
times down here next month. Then onward ‘to |
Richmond, and we will go in then, too. !

It has stormed here for two days past. T"he ‘
mountains in sight are white with snow, but it was
a nice day here to-day. The One Hundred fmd.
Twenty-Fourth is all right and ready for-action, |
but I hope we won't have to go in any more bat- |
tles. We have done our part, I think. ~The boys
are afraid up North to come into thie"One Hundred
and Twenfy-Fourth, I believe, because we bave
been in so many battles.—H. D. P., wn Press.
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 @oshenBemocrat

Goshen, Thursday Morning, July 9, 1863.

“ Flsg of the Free hearts hope and home !

By.Angel hands to valor given,
The-Btara have lit the welkin dowe,

And all:thy hues were born in heaven :
Rorever. float that standard sheet,

Wlere ‘breathes the foe but falls before us ; :

With Freedom’s soil beneath our :feet,

And Freedom’s Banner streammg o’er us,”

BEGIMENT, 'I‘HE 124th H

iegree of - composme suﬁiclent to write
‘almly of the events that have tlanq-

ho‘ h‘ot the natlon ‘We had keenly
elt the degradatxon of havmg our soil

We .\cunmngly concealed ‘and whose.
iesxgns could not be: penetrated, we

i by" 1umors c;fi.
once more made buoyant thh
hopé and lifted in grahtude to the God '

of Battles, for bhaving brought " to'

oought the macbmatxom of those cou- |
spiring. -against us, we: nest]ed fora br lcf’g
”Whl ein the new born’ qumy of emo-

tion attendant upon tﬂumpb alds; ow
brief the time, each one can tell by tlu,
date of the m’celllgcnce next received,

When the fate of our cherished regi-
ment became known, the victory was
almost forgotten, displaced by the ag-
ony of certainty that its brave leader
had fallen, his fellow officers many . of
them slain, its ranks so sadly thinned,
and its list of wounded so terribly
lengthened. * The brave Col. Ervrs is
killed » sounded like a death knell
through this town, and

shivered with emotion at its repetition. |
Can it be s0 ? was the question incred-
ulously- rexterated from mouth to mouth
and manly hearts sank down in” sorrow
at thtmg‘hts of the bitter separation.—~
He seemed to have become ours by
adoption, his name a household Avord,
a military guardian of so many hus-
‘bands, sons and brothers. Never can
we foxget his noble form, as he moved
among us during the days of xecrmt,-‘
ing, or-cease to'remember the impres-
sive spectacle on the presentation of
colors, how hLe bore the Flag aloft -and
declared that.if it did not come back,
it would be because the hand that held
it was palsied in death. And so it is,
the hand that way raised in our defence
is powerless to move, sealed the lips
and hushed the voice that was used to
sommand, and that quivering, beatixfg
heart, so mtent upon great achieve-
ments lies still, while the work of wick-
ed war goes on. We have lost a man
ot might, an able commander, in our.
attempt to resist the demands of that
blood stained faction * whose houses
are built by unrighteousness, and their
chambers by wrong, that useth tbenl
neighbors’ service without wages, and !
giveth bim not for his work.”* = Let all
who.would more highly valie the sac-
rifice he made, go and see the earthly
paradise he left on the-banks of the
Hudson, to say nothing of the higher
attractions in the domestic circle ; all
for the love he bore his insulted banner.
At the same time that he fell, and as-
sociated with him in the same work,
fell the humane, gentlemanly, polished
Croxwerr. Had his life alene been
asked as a ransom to save from destruc-
tion the hundreds composing the regi-
ment, it would have been costly, and
we should have lamented the dreadful
necessntv, how much more when we
know that young Capt. N10oLL too has
been added to the gory sacrifice! Who
can think of the sudden extinction of
these young lives without agitation ?
or smother his mdxgnatlon agamst the
assailing hand that has so near ly anni-
hilated our noble regiment.

All honor to the fallen braves that
sleepin silence beneath the green turf,
orwho stand as a living remnant of
dauntless courage in the face of the foe
and to those who are separated by (,omz
pulsion of sickness and wounds from




participation in the glonous onset.—
They have all learned too well’the less-
ons of endmmg courage from the larien-
ted Ellis, ever to shrink in cowardice,

or to need any prompting to w stead-
tast and standfast career, Weep we

must when we turn to the hill now |

crowned with harvest, and people it
‘again with the. representatives of stir-
ring manhood that covered its sloping
sides not one year ago, and think of the
patrxotlc aepuatlons that have been
quenched in the darkness of mdxv1dual
graves. They have proved the emboﬁl-
ment of all thatis noble. Our enemies
themselves being judges, nome have
exceeded the “Orange Blossoms” in
valor and endurance. B

At the time we write, we have not
the particulars in regard to the casuali-
ties m our regiment, neither do we
know the precise manner in which Col.
Eillis, Maj. Cromwell and Capt. Nicoll, |
met their deaths.- We only know that
they were where the battle
ﬁeacest and fell whexe the true soldier
if fall he 'must, most delights to fall——at’;
the post of greatest danger in the ﬁont
with faces to the foe.

The Newburgh Journal of Mouday,

S Srverna

raged

"‘Jorem.ah 22,12, o

sontains the fo]lowmo in 1egm d to ﬂxe
124th: :

KILLED—Colonel Ellls, Ma}ot Clom
weH Captain Isaac Nichols of the | |
Washingtonville Company, Lleutenant i
Milner Brown of Company I. i

Wouxprp~Lieutenant-Colonel Cum- |
ning, Lieutenant James Denniston (in "
he arm,) James Finnigan, and Acting
Jolor Sergeant Samuel $cQuaid.

McQuaid was shot in the right arm,

nd the 001013 tell ; he seized them with

he left hand and ende‘woxed to raise

hem, but fainted from pain and loss of
g nant Greer then caught

he colms, planted them in the ground,
nd the leglment rallied round them !

The regiment went into the fight on
‘hursday two hundred * and . eighty
trong, and came out with about eighty
—which number will be increased by
he return of men separated from their |

| jompanions by one cause and another.
» “ Majm Cromwell leaves a young wife
to moum his heroic but untimely de-

D i}

tmse L

GEllYaBURGK Pa July 3,1863

When at Frederick, on the 29th ult.,
I wrote you'anote, which T mailed ‘af
the same place; mform‘nv you of m)
position, I It had. to give out on th:
march, partly used up. - I did not veacl
the 1eglment until-the 3d, just as'a tei
rible battle was going on, which . laste.
from dayhght until six o'clock in th
ewemnn Our right  was not “then en
befme‘ﬁmdmg it, all ghat .,
; it was engag
ed in_the action, : T would. fing
it'in the front. d_along th
front for some tw houxb, :and ﬁua]h
learned that it wasat the rear; wen'
tosthe rear, and found it bad. been. en

~ gaged the day beforc in one of the

‘hardest contested battles ever fought,
It sLood in a life-and-death atluggle for
two hours and forty mioutes. The
bno;ade was commanded by Colonel

‘Bexdan, of the sh'i.rps‘nootcls They -

.ept, at bay, during-this-time; five-solid |
ines of battle of the enemy, estimated |
)y some at-ten thousand.. Colonel’
#Vard congratulated the boys after com-
ug out, told them that they -had won
he Kcamey badge, that he never saw
nen stand fire so well. Our ‘regiment
ost heavily, according to.its number—:

- Wenty-two Killed and fifty-nine wound-|

3d.  We lost all our ficld officers—Col-
snel Ellis and Major Cromwell killed, |
and  Lieutenant-Colonel . Cummings
wounded. Ellisis a sore loss to us;f
while he was with us, I consider we|
had a father, but now he is gonme. A}
braver man never lived... He and the
Major both got killed while leading the
Jittle regiment on'a charge. The last
words he was heard to say were, “ Give
it to them, my tulips:»” This, and “my
Orange blossoms,” were favorite names
he always called us by. . But now he is
gone, no more to be secen at the head
of our little regiment that he took so
much pride in. His and the Major’s
bodies were sent home in charge of
Lieutenant Ransdell. Orange County
cannot do to their remains Foo much
honor.

But, sir, it was a complet(, victory.—
Never dtﬁmg the war was such obsti-
nate fighting done on both sides for
shree days. Both armies contested the
little space of ground in which the
fighting took place. The enemy’s pris- |
mers say they were led to believe that
it was the raw militia they had to con-
tend against., They suffercd terribly
in Lllled and wounded. Yestelday I




walked ovér gome of the battle-tiela;y
to pick my steps to avmd
walking over their dead.. "o say. they
thiek, would:be only givinga faint
ldea. ot lt mangled masses of flesh,
both of men and horses,: Iay in, every!
direction, Qur men were busy all day
yesterday in:“burying' the dead.  The"
stench, of the battle-field is awtul. -
+Our. troops are in- the highest glee
over the result of the past few. days. -
We are in- hopes that Lee’s army Is as’
s royed. "He must, 'be - ‘

,foot.mg,‘ and not..
hls blea@tworks as at Fr edeucicsburgh :
t.C ille,

think he w1ll be forced to do, ‘he will
find the ¢ Demoralized~ Army of the
Potomac ” is .avxious.and ready  to
fmeet him; ~Heboasted some time since
that:he would spend the fourt, 5 uiy,
in Pehnsylvania, but that National an-
niversary found him in full retréat with
our shell making music at his
Captam Weygant now »
our regiment.” We now number abon
one hundred and sixty-five ;
One or two more fights and it -

b g £
Jiajor JATES CROJWELL
OF THE : :
One Hundyred and Twenty-Tourth New YorkVolunteers,
KILLED AT GETTYSBURGH.

b

Ma]or Ox'omweh was . acknowledged by all who

_spirit, he enterec'l into all 5outh1u1

mejf; aﬁspendmg as he did the last ten )ears "of his
3 yfrom home and home :mx’iuex‘x%esI "Eegbe-

act(s* fhat; (4 B
reaée ‘Iperha.p avould think this sketchmmﬁtten
merely With the purpose of praising. The record
of what he did will show Dlamly enough what he
Was. -
As T think too fhgt most would be more interest-
ed in a detailed ut of his military career than
in that of any other part of his life, and as his boy-
hood simply showed the germs of those noble quali-
ties which he' afterwards displayed in maturity, I
shall speak&\but briefly of the Major’s youth.
James"Cromwell was born at Cornwall, N. Y.,
Janury  4th,:1840.- He was the third son of David
and Rebecca . Cromwell, (Rebecca Bewman before
her marriage).  His ancestors on both sides were
-English, his father being descended from 2 brother
of the Protector, and his mother herself an English
woman. He was of Quaker parentage, and vemain-
ed himself a xﬁéxnber of that society until he entered
the army. '
As a boy he was umversally eloved ‘and the
leader in-all he undertook. Full(. of daring and

s o iheir
fullest $xtent. “He could riden heﬂ‘ﬁﬁ' e boat,
swim’ or skate with the smartest of hxs fello ws. - Yet
thoygh lie had all the energy of 4 fxohEEsome Doy,
he early manifested that thouvhtfulnes,: for which
he was, afterwards-zemarkable. "Chere are some
who from their early youth seem to have stamped
on their faces the nobleness of their character—the
sure promise of future worth. One could hardly
glance at James Cromwell without immediately be-

- coming interested in him. His large eyes, high

forehead; and the firm expression about his mouth,
immediately assured you that there was much be-
neath so fine an exterior. Every lock and act of
the boy showed a constant observation and reflec-
tion, and abovgall-p.purity of mind which must in
tine produce_good results. If he was eagsr for
play, he was g’g.f‘rer for study. Though he
led his compa: smtside of the school room, he
led them als Vit' A favorite alike with
teachers and ¥ s, his youth was the brightest I
have ever ki

An incidenkpfs

ssehool days will perhaps most
strikingly exem is. perfect calmness, as well as
his unselfish he ism in time of danger. He was
.gkating one day\, wxﬁ!{ fome classmates upon the’
Hudson River, when one of their number, ventur-
ing too far, broke through the ice. "Teachers and
pupils alike were in ednsternation, and it seemed
impossible to save the drowning boy. Some ska;ed
to the shore for planks and ropes; others were con-

‘tent with shouting words of encouragemen%3 bijt

in the meantime the boy was freezing andidmfust
soon sink. Cromwell had no sooner ssen the daxg-
ger than he was resolved to save his friend or perish
with Him. Throwing himself down upon the ice.
he began to creep out. - “Go back!”
drowning boy go back, Jim ; you ca not,

me and wﬂ]&g&ﬁ%eax thxough yourseli”, @
Willy ieaistetedthe young hero, < 1 ﬁll}’gﬁw;ﬁo
rdro M&k” In a few moments Cromwe
had reac his friend, drawn him out, and was re-
turnifig “#ft him to the shore. BUOH®

eried

|
|
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“his way.

'years, hérdevoted himself to t 10
language, and acquired by great 1ndustry an “per-
severance a good knowledge of Latin, French and
German. During the first term of his third year

_at- this school his eyes became weak, and he was
forced to spend the summer of -1857 on his father’s
farm at Cornwall. There he manifested a fondness
for countrydifeswhich ever after continusd to in-
crease and m@ge often referred.. i

5 Poughkeepsie the flowing

self to mathematical studies,

and during the next year mastered geometry, trigo-
nometry and a part of surveying. He now discov-
ered in himself a taste for mathematics, which both
he and ‘his friends wished to indulge. e conse-
.quently entered the Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
“tu V',at Trov in June, 1858. There he stxaiOﬁtwav.
K ; in hls class, amLhw topograp’iixcal

e age of fouiteen he was sent aw "ya_rﬁ_om f

t‘xyof‘

:}d he-only ztand hig h in the
fl’§f an Institate course. Thos

ich’hed won respect and est

mere ts.«.hng of the brain,
il as others mankind look for

‘the heait of ibve\( nd Rpmt of kindness.” This
Jumvs Cromwell knew, aud this e ever kept before
him. i
that the sub-
ject of this sketch made the acquaintance of Miss
Anna W. Barion, to whom he was warried shortly
after joining the army. :

a.\d that in'h
it was during his residence at Troy

The firing on Iort Sumter aroused in James
- Cromwell all the indignation né.tural to a heart so
full of truthfulness and patnotls;n Firm in his
con.viction that he ought to fight for a‘Government
he loved so well, he saw the ngeatest obstacles in
On one side was she for whom his love
amounted almost to adoration.. On thé other,
widowed mother mearly three score and ten, to-
gether with brothers and sisters whose cup of sor-
rows had already nearly overflown. .

He would also, by eatering the army, oppose the
teachings of that religion to which his friends ad-
hered, and under whose influence he had been |
brought up. Nothing bade him go but the call of
duty; to him that call was more than all else.
“Bid me stay,” he often told his friends, “and
there is an end of the matter; but remember that
while I obey you I will be neglecting a solemn call
from God aud my country, a course which would
sadly affect the whole course of my life.”
swer could come to such an appeal and one only,
“ Go, and God bless you.” :

e did go; and of all our mnoble martyrs that
have been called from ¢ works to rew: ds, none
went forth to battle with more Christ
or with braver heart than James Crom
once reaching the seat of war, he mainta

his ‘death’ a cheerful faith in. the succes§df ‘the

cause and his cwn return.

In aletter toliis.wifehe says: ¢ Cheer up, my
darling, 4 final success and happy return will re-
ward all our hardships. You.are the bravest sol-
dier of the two.”

And again he writes to his mother, ¢ Be of good
cheer my dear mother, and try to support my wife;
remember if hve it"will be to return home happy
in the thought of having performed a high and
solemn 'dutv Vandif I ‘fall, it will be in the noblest

ause theiworld everrsawyand thh the blessings of
God and my counfry uponme.” He did fall ; and
may God grant that the memory of that de-
voted husband and father, that dutiful son, that
noblest 6f brotliers be ever with his “afflicted friends
ng.each to follow his course'onward and up-
a}ld be like hzm, “ g hero in the strife.”’

His remains were brought immediately to his
home by the great kindness and perscverance of
Lieutenant Rawsdell, of New'b}lrgh, and were in-
terred in Friends’. Cemetery, Brooklyn; L. L

Subjoined s a complete account of the Major's
military services, by 2 Captain of his Regiment.

The late MajorJames Cromwell, of the One Hun-

dred and Twenty-Fourth Regiment of New York |

Volunteers,at the breaking out of the great Rebel-
lion in 1861,"was a student in the Rensselaer Insti-
tute, at Trey,N.. Y. Earnest in his belief that the
government. should be supported and maintained by
all the pov{&x‘qa,t his command, and feeling that his
mathemwlc&ﬁand scientific studies had fitted him

for Lscfuiéess in the army, by hard study he gradu-

ated as GIViE ¢ engineer a month in advance of his

class, and eager to draw his sword for all he loved

and rgvergnced, offered his services at once to his
country. Beguiled by flattering promises he waited
several ‘mofiths, daily expecting to be called to the
field, until étvlength after the disastrous battle of
Bull Run, Sié £ delays, he determined to recruit
a compaj

ous ung tgk;g,g for a young man who had spent
his laot %(“m student life, and was conse-

One an- |7

quentl%e REdB ed and known to the outside
world iﬂ A y; but his energy and persever-
ance overcalﬁfé""’ﬂ%bstades, and he became Captain
of a fine : en, recraited in all parts of the
State from Ne &ork thm@eﬁt Lawrence.
His company was' mustered into the service as
Company D of the Second .ﬁeglment of New York
Cavalry, ab | :E;py, Y., and&,le‘ft for the seat of
was early m‘NQV’ebe er, 8 1 g:mg the ensuing
winter his regiment was aLQg}np of instruction
near Washington, D::C., whers Géiptam Cromwell
was zemarkable amoﬂ’éz; his’ brother officers for his
constant attention to the coggt;%?::t-and welfare of his
men and the strict justice of his company discipline.
His leisure hours during that'muddy winter were
: devoted to the study of-his new profession, and at
| the opening of the spring. campaign, he was an ac-
‘ complished soldier, eager toitest his merit in the
i field. . At this time, however,,
hef that more tro: than necessary
were alrea(Iy ander arms, and t sighted policy
led to.theaustering. out of several regiments of
cavalry not yet 3 mounted among these was the
! SecomiN eszanL,;n which Cromwell was Captain
( of em 1o ment in. the cava,lry,

recent successes in-

|

o; L lunteer cavalry. This was a seri- |
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{)b‘cc ain its best men as recruxts for thxspur-
But after a visiEfgthe Secretary of War,
meeting with no encouragement in his new enter-
prise, his services being rejected he returned with
feelings of bitter disappointment to his home in
Cernwall. He had not rested long when his coun-
try’s sove need roused him again to such action as
became the hour. At the President's call for three
hundred thousand volunteers, he was made at once
amember of the MarCommittee of his Congi

si8Hal District, and2agplied himself v1gorously fo

" recruiting a comvanv in his native town.

pose.

thejle ding men of the place were perversely op-

‘ vily on them with' the fear-
- cowardly town constable
‘lly arrested the most noton-

less grasp.

failing i

to their Gov L_l nmnﬁt; and dei-ed substantial aid
to the \vork of ‘recr ultmg After this “touch of
his ﬂuahty% the: ranks iwere rapidly filled, and on
62 his' full’ company was mustered

undred:and I‘wenty-Fourth Rogiment
of New Yo‘xﬁ;T Blnnteer Infnntry, then bemg ‘or-

|
Strange difficulties were in his way, a3 several of | .

its arrival 8, ~mto Vu-gzma. and
stationed eeks a Alhngt.on Helghts From
there it ‘was sent to M.mor s Hill to drill and per-

form outpost duty along the Leesburgh turnpike,

' that part of the lines being then threatened as was
supposed by St t's. cavalry.” The young Major
soon mastered the tactics and details of service of
the arm to ‘which he now belonged, and was relied
on for the pe mance of all duties and in all
emergencies.

After being a.bout a month at Minor’s Hill the
regiment _)omed the Army in the field near Harper’s
Forry, and wds among thé first ‘of the troops to
cross the Potomac at Berlin ;"an incident here
strikingly displays the Major's character. The
crossing wag, effected in a sevexe: north east rain

{ stoxm which continued during Axght The regi-
ment bivouacked in a muddy cor field and without ,
fires suffered every discomfort 'magma‘ble Ina|

farm-house at no great distance; mumbers of officers |
of adJOIximg régiments foqnnil elter ; but not so
with the ‘Major and Colonel Elhs Resolved to
share the. hardshxps and pmva.n ns of the1r men, and

wit hout éTr'eiT”a tent to

1gh in the open field

was afforded by their blanket and a bundle of wa-

ter-soaked cornstalks.

Thisg wis chamctertstxc of both of these officers,
and their unﬂmchmg fortitude¥cheered the brave
hearts that followed them through many a bitter
storm and weary march. On the march the Major
was always at his post in the rear of the column
where no strag;gler .could escape his watchful eye
and strict dxsoéplme his justice was equalled by
his kindness; enco! g the weary and foot-sore,
he often dismounte arch in. the heat and dust
that a sick soldier mlg‘ht ride his horse, and in ad-
dition carried the rifle of another too feeble to bear
i the load.

The only affair of importance.on the march from
Berlin to Falmouth, Virginia, was ‘a>skirmish in
Manassas Gap. Here the regimen over the
Blue Ridge, climbing up and down'in'single file for
five or'six miles in order to get in the rear of the
enemy stationed in the Gap so as to cut off his re-

under heavy fire at Burnside’s attack on the heights
of Fredericksburgh, but not actively engaged, being
heid as a reserve to support batteries, &c.

- for the openvmg of he campaign: Wi

mained on picket on Monday night while the rest
of the army re rossgd the river, being the last of.
all the troops thai’.rpassed the pontoon brxdoe next
after broad daylight.

ing the long wmter in cﬁ"ﬁgp at Falmouth, the ‘Major
was constant in the performance of all his duties
and “in’ his care for the men. After visiting
the ‘sick “in the hospital and in their tents,
speak ng ncouragement and. providing from his
private means the little luxuries which are so grate-
ful to the sick soldier far from home and friends.—
Throughout the regiment he was universally res-
pected and beloved. [Note.—A correspondent of a
Newburgh paper at this time styles him “ the fath-
er of the regiment.” ]

As spring advanced, the Major became iagpatlent
fall confi-
~’Army of film"fctomac to
4 inthe mlhtary genius of
Alts)@ her,. he onged for the time when the memory
of pas éfeat should be lost in the glory of victory.
With such hopes and feelings he went with the
regiment to Chancellorsville, and his spirit seemed
to communicate itself to all under his command.

The One Hundred and Twenty-Fourth New
York, like most of Whipple's Division-of the“Third
Corps, of which it for ed a part, here for the first
tlmé’sinet' the enemyin deésperate conflict, and none
fought more fiercely or with more enduring courage
in that bloody battle of the 3d of May, 1863; and
among those who never flinched in the hottest of
the fight, Cromwell showed himself the bravest of
thabrave. He led a charge on foot full thirty
paces in advance of his men, cheering them to gal-
lanhdeeds The next day, when the army had re-
tired toa ‘stronger posmon, the Major superintended

_the constr tion of rifle pits under fire of the ene-
shooters,~who were -concealed in the
! Egr;’che adjoining woads. By their deadly
bullets General Whipple was killed at the door of

i

dence in th abilit;

It re--

|

treat, _movement was unsuccessful, the
enemy. g retired precepitately.
The undred and Twenty-Fourth was first|
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his tent. Numbers of the men were killed or
wc&méded and every officer who exposed’ elf
was & target for rifles. In this most tryi gi% 8i=
’uon the Major, unconcerned for his own 88, ety~L

in '_W hip ple’s DI-

and the :Eighty-bimh New Yor
General. ?tjleaaanton s cavalry ition against
Stuart's forces: imear Brandy Stat, n the Crange
and Alexandua Raiiroad. By forced marches t‘xe
infantr, y redched Bealton Station nearly two days
before the%equisite cavalry and light artillery were
ithere, and marchéd w1th thém on the
evening of- the 8th of June to a blvoua.c about two
miles from Bey erly Ford on the Rappahannorh
Early nezt’ morning the forces crossed the river,
the advanced guard of cavalry concéaled by a light
mist, dashing through the ford and’ capturing the
Rebel picket on the opposite bank. A complete
surprise was effected or our troops could not have
passed the ford, as it was commanded by long lines |
of earthworks and rifle its. ' The engzh)' ‘

0 accompany

were |
driven fully two miles before they could ma e the !
least resistance.  They then formed a strong line ‘
of squadrons with artillery in the intervals, and
our advance having disastrously fallen into a deep
ditch in which some were lost, had to retire & short
distance to the cover of an open wood. A% this
point the sma]l infantry force was brought up and
ile the enemy, hopmv to scatter the
unfortunate’ cavalry, dashed down i in'g gallant style.
The men wereordered to lie downapd keep them-
selves concealed with bayonets fixed; and when the
charging squadron-were within forfjr yards they
suddenly rose, the rear rank ﬁrmg a volley while
the front' rani{ showed their leveled bayonets.
The bold cwahers sore surprised and d’

&?Y- But the day’s world y
ord who commanded " th

;>other column, w}nca cr
rd had not yet effected
the enemys flank. To hold the g
gained, the cavahy and a1t11]e1v we sposed in
y infantry
(ﬂd at 1Fha.mxds the wooded cen-

tre.. This
lin Iennth 011
ploy the who




