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| The State Recruiting Medal

MEMORANDUM

BAR RIBBON-—3 Recruits
MEDAL with "5 Recruits”—DBar to be Bronze
MEDAL with “10 Recruits’—Bar to be Silver and Bronze
MEDAL with “15 Recruits”’—Bar to be Silver
MEDAL with “20 Recruits”"—DBar to be Silver and Gold
MEDAL with “25 Recruits”’—Bar to be Gold
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Bayonet Champions 1925

TE present to our readers herewith
(and it is going to be a surprise
- to some of them) the champion bay-
onet squad of the New York National
Guard, that of the 369th Infantry.
From time to time during the sum-
mer we have published articles on this
course, The returns are now all in
and the record for the year is truly a
remarkable one, far above what anvone
dared hope for when the course was
started. One hundred and forty-nine
men received the DBayonet Expert bar
and many more missed by either a
few points or a fraction of a second.
With the interest stirred up this year,
the practice obtained, and the new and
improved run which was completed
late in August, 1926, should indeed
produce some still greater results.
There was great interest in the num-
ber of qualifications from each regi-
ment, both on account of the sporting
features of the run and on account of
the fact that bayonet qualifications car-
ried a heavy premium toward the Reg-
imental ratings. However, when the
107th came along and qualified 16 men,
all members of the Post Staff said
unanimously, “It is all over. Nobody-

else will beat that” This opinion held
good for two training periods; the 10th
and 14th and 71st although doing good
work, still failed to reach this total.
Then things began to happen. One
bright morning the 165th arrived on
the course and when they departed
about an hour later, 23 of them had
secured the coveted bar. Leaving
Father Duffy behind to see that the
174th, who were to run immediately
thereafter, should not receive any un-

due advantage from the presence of
their own chaplain, they departed to
celebrate; everyone believing that the
celebration would stand for a year. The
174th apparently did not share this
opinion, for about an hour later they
returned to camp, their band loudly
playing “The old gray mare” and 31
bayonet experts marching at the head
of the column,

What the old 69th said to Father
Duffy about this most regrettable lapse
on his part will probably never be
known, but they took the fact as ac-
complished and duly applauded the
sister regiment of their brigade, say-
ing that it was all in the family any-
how.

When this brigade marched out the
369th marched in, took one look at the
course and said, “This is ours, Here's
where we sure will shine.” The Post
Staff smiled and waited for an awful
tumble in confidence. After observing
the 369th squad operate for a few days
they ceased to smile and reserved ring-
side seats for the qualification run.

The 369th run was one of the feat-
ures of the summer. All realized that
to beat the record of the 174th required
that two out of every three men must
qualify.  Throughout the morning
they stuck to this average, never far
ahead, never far behind, 10 out of 15,
20 out of 30 and 30 out of 45 were
called in turn. Then with five men to
go, one had to qualify to tie and two
to win., The first of the five failed.
Amid great excitement the second man
qualified. The record was tied. The
third and fourth failed. It was all up
to the last man and he was equal to
the occasion, leaving no doubt to cloud
the issue and making 32 qualifications
for the regiment.

The dignified Colonel of the 369th
at once proceeded to behave in a most

undignified manner. He was enthusi-
astically followed by the regiment in

“column of mobs.” A pleasant time
was had by all.

There were several reasons for the
victory of the 369th. Fine physique
and physical condition of the men
selected to be trained, careful observa-
tion during their training so that the
best 50 were selected for the final run,
and finally practice, practice and etill
more practice, at all hours and under
all conditions. Their final work showed
this practice, Of the eighteen men out
of their fifty who failed to qualify at
least six missed by one or two points
and at least six more by fractions of
a second. They earned all they got.

Take a look at the squad again and
think how you would like to stand up
in front of them in a final resort to
cold steel. Those who saw them flash
in and out of shell holes and finish with
an assortment of red disks on their
bayonets have no desire to be amongst
those present on such occasion.

Range Officer: “Where are you go-
ing with that red flag, soldier?”
Private: “I just found it on the left
of the Pistol Range, some d fool
had it nailed to a pole, sir!”
. & =
A clay pipe has been found to be the
handiest for all-round use. One con-
venient feature is that when you drop it,
you never have to pick it up.
—Tips & Taps.
* % %
“Oh, dear, I wish I were a turtle.”
“What an absurd idea! Why?”
“A turtle has such a snap.”
—Royal Gaboon.
* % %
Pecan: “Doesn’t riding horseback
give one a terrible headache?”
Pistache: “No, on the contrary!”
—Harvard Lampoon.
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Guardsmen Can Make West Point

NLISTED men in the National

Guard are to be given an oppor-
tunity to enter the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point, after
passing examinations, which are to be
held November 6 and 7 next at various
points throughout the State, to be an-
nounced later.

An enlisted man who desires to take
the preliminary examination must for-
ward through his company and regi-
mental commander an application in
the form of a letter so that it will
Adjutant-General of the
State at Albany on or before Novem-
ber 2.

In the application the date of birth
of the candidate, whether he is married

reach the

or single, his grade and his organiza-
tion, his previous service, if any, the
date of enlistment and discharge and
permanent post office address must be
set forth.

Applicants will be required to pass
a physical examination similar to that

necessary for entrance to the United
States Military Academy before taking
the preliminary examination,

The order just issued sets f{forth
specifically the requirements the en-
listed man must have to be eligible to

take the preliminary examination for
admission to West Point.

The requirements are as follows:

“To be eligible for appointment
from the National Guard, an applicant
must, at the time of designation, be
an enlisted man of a unit recognized
by the Federal Government. He must,
on the date of admission, July 1, 1926,
have served as an enlisted man not
less than one year; must be between
the ages of 19 and 23, and must be not
less than 5 feet 4 inches in height.
The age and service requirements are
statutory and cannot be waived or
modified, but it is not essential that
the service be continuous, so that for-
mer service in the National Guard may
be counted in determining the eligibil-
ity of the applicant, Similarly, service
with an organization prior to its recog-
nition by the Federal Government may
be considered, the date of enlistment
of the soldier governing, and not that
of the recognition of the unit. No can-
didate will be admitted to the Acad-
emy who has, at the time of present-
ing himself, any disorder of any inféc-
tious or immeoral character. Candi-
dates must be unmarried.”

The office of the Adjutant-General
will furnish to the commanding officer
requesting the information a pamphlet
issued by the War Department, giving
all the requirements for entrance to
the United States Military Academy

and showing the nature and scope of
the entrance examinations.

The candidates who will present
themselves for examination at West
Point, after the preliminary examina-
tions, will be selected by Gov. Smith
from the successful competitors. They
will report for the regular entrance
examination which is scheduled to be
held beginning March 2, 1926. Ap-
pointments will be awarded in the or-
der of merit on July 1 of the same
year,

While the number of candidates
from the New York National Guard
for the regular entrance examination
to West Point has been fixed at thir-
teen, it is believed that additional can-
didates will be allotted to this State
later. There is no limit as to the num-
ber of enlisted men who may take the
preliminary examination.

The examination which guardsmen
must pass to be eligible for appoint-
ment to West Point will include these
subjects:

Algebra, including quadratic equa-
tions and progression; English litera-
ture, plane geometry, English gram-
mar, English composition and general
and United States history. The ex-
aminations in algebra and history will
be held on November 6, and those in
grammar, geometry, composition and
literature on November 7.

Have You Such
Information?

N. R. JAMES J. MeNAT.1Y, of the

Research Department of the Sam-
son Service, Southern Building, Wash-
ington, writes the Adjutant-General,
New York, for any information along
the following lines:

“The annals of the New York Na-
tional Guard no doubt record outstand-
ing individual feats of heroism of past
and present members of your organi-
zation, in which a revolver or pistol
played a part.”

“Any information supplied on such
cited deeds of gallantry of New York
National Guardsmen in the Mexican,
Civil, Spanish-American, or other wars
will be greatly appreciated. Only in-
cidents in which a revolver or pistol
played an important part can be used
in the forthcoming booklet which we
are preparing on heroes who have used
a Colt pistol or revolver in their heroic

deeds.

Sergt. R. H. Lummis
Makes World Record

HE annual rifle mateh held by the

' Veteran Associations under the

auspices of the New Jersey State Rifle
Association at Sea Girt, September 5th,
was won by the 71st Regiment Vet-
eran Association, with 296 out of a
possible 300. The 71st team made the
following scores: Capt. George W.
Corwin, 50: Sgt. E. S. Beardslee, 50;
Lt. John Dietz, 49; Capt. E. J. Dough-
erty, 49; Capt. Frisbee, 48, and Sgt.
R. H. Lummis, 50.

The Third New Jersey was second
with 281 -and the Old Guard of New
Jersey third with 276. This is the
fifth successive year that the 71st Regi-
ment Veterans have won this match.

In the individual matches, open to
all, including wveterans, service men
and civilians, Souvenir Match B was
won by Sgt. Lummis of the 71st with
50 plus 56 and 66 consecutive bulls,
posted as a world record.

71st Infy. Men Winners at
Camp Perry Rifle Matches

"THE representatives of the 71st In-

fantry on the New York team
participating in the National Rifle
matches at Camp Perry, are Lt

Charles C. Martens, Sgt. Joseph M.
Kovacs and Sgt. Louis A. Holtman.

Lt. Martens represented New York
State in the United States match,

The National Guard team won third
place, defeating all army teams.

Sgt. Haltman was the first man of
the New York State team to win a
medal this year, which he did in the
Leech Cup match. Sgt. Kovacs was
one of three New York State men to
win a badge as one of the “President’s
100.” These badges are awarded to
men who win a place among the high-
est 100 in the President’s match. Pre-
vious to this year, Capt. Dougherty of
the 71st was the only man who ever
won a “President’s” badge as a mem-
ber of a New York National Guard
team.
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The New Hall of Fame

VI.—Ist Bn. Combat Train, 104th Field Artillery

Again the Field Artillery, and the Binghamton branch thereof lds the center of the stage. Herewith we give pictures
of the gun shed of the Binghamton Armory, and of the store room and supply room of the 1st Battalion Combat Train, com-
manded by Capt. Donald C. Foster, 104th F. A.

Again we shall let the pictures tell the story, merely calling your attention especially to the picture of the gun shed as it
shows the careful arrangement of a class of material not previously presented in these articles.







