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Start the New Year Right
By Enlisting in

The New York National Guard

Famous for Over a Century—

A Leader in All Our Wars— |

Don't Be Less Patriotic than Your Ancestors!

"Limeric Buck”

MOVES TO FRONT OF THE MAGAZINE,
JOINING THE

Recruiting Squad

At recruiting, “Buck” Jones was a “Wow.”
He would tell you his story—"“And how”
You would fall right in line,

And be happy to sign,—

(Fill in the last line.)

AS WE STATED BEFORE

The Limerick contest is open to Top Sergeants
only. Any good “Top” ought to be able to easily fill
in the missing line. Duty Sergeants and selected
Corporals might also try a hand.

fifrm~ flpri?~

The prizes: Ist prize—One olive drab umbrella
(as issued). 2nd prize—Slightly used written ex-
VWANN You Ao cuse (Summary Court). 3rd prize—2 tickets for a
Review of any Regiment in the City.

fEVL. et A

Bring a recruit in with the answer and collect all
three prizes!

Motto—One New Man for Each New Month of
New Year 1931—Let's Go!
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“Governor’s Day’ —

a Half Century Ago

AST Spring, when Governor Roosevelt in taking a

review of all the National Guard and Naval Militia

organizations in Greater New York, at ¥an Cort-
landt Park,revived an old custom known as “Governor’s
Day,” the editor was searching everywhere for some rec-
ords of this event of ycars ago. References were found,
here and there, but the best exhibit came to light a few
days ago when that famous old illustrated publication of
Leslie's gave a full page picture of the pageant, showing
the famous old “Seventh” marching past the Worth
monument fifty-five years ago and being reviewed by
Governor Tilden. Note that the publication states that
the Seventh had such good lines and fine appearance that
the Governor gave them a special salate, whatever that
might have been. We were quite impressed with the or-
derly standing at the right of the Governor’s horse, not
only immaculately groomed but wearing his monacle—
we don’t wear them so much now, especially on maneuvers,
and they had been left out of the table of equipment dur-
ing the combat firing at Camp Smith this stmmer.

In speaking of the review we guote the article from

Leslie's Weekly under date of October 30, 1875, which
says:
“The annual review of the First Division, N.G.8.N. Y,
by Governor Tilden, Commander-in-Chief, tock place on
Wednesday afterncon, October 14th., A stand had heen
erected opposite the Worth Monument, Madison Square,
for the accommodation of a number of invited guests, and
long before 3 o’clock, the hour appointed for the review,
the structure was densely crowded, and the outskirts of
the park and the adjacent streets were filled with throngs
of spectators.

“At 3:30 o’clock, P. M., the Governor, accompanied by
his staff, and escorted by a section of the Washington Gray
troop, passed down the line and inspected the troops. This
portion of the ceremony over, he returned to the point of
review and took up his position, supported by his staff,
on the right of the stand. In a few moments the line ap-
peared, headed by a plutoon of police, selected from the
Broadway Squad, under Superintendent Walling. Gen.
Shaler and the First Division Staff followed, and after
saluting, took a stand to the right of the Governor. The
Third Brigade held the right of the line, and appeared
first under Gen. Varian. The Seventh Regiment, under
Col. Emmons Clark, was the first hody to pass in review,
ten companies of eighteen files each. The alignments were
well kept, the Governor acknowledging the precision in
a special salute. The Ninth followed, under Col. Hitch-
cock, ten companies of fifteen files each. The Eighth,
under Col. Scott, with eight companies of twelve files,
were followed by the Fifty-Gfih, Lt.-Col. Schilling in com-
mand. This closed the line of the Third Brigade, the Sec-
ond following, under command of Gen. Ward. The
Twelfth Regiment held the right here under Col. John
Ward, eight companies of twelve files each. The Sixty-

ninth Regiment, under Col. Cavanagh, followed, of seven
companies of twelve in file. The Twenty-second Regiment
with Col. Porter in command, paraded eight companies
of sixteen files each. The Seventy-first, under Lt.-Col.
Chaddock, in place of Col. Vose, had eight companies of
twelve in file. The Seventy-ninth, under Col. Laing, six
companies of twelve in file. Gen. Vilmar’s command, the
First Brigade, was headed by Col. Conkling, and the
Eighth Regiment, with seven companies of twelve files.
Col. Spencer came pext, having under him the Fifth Regi-
ment of ten companies and twelve men in file. The Ninety-
sixth, under Col. Stauff, had six companies of ten in file,
making the smallest display on the line. The Eleventh
Regiment, under Col. Umbekamp, closing the First Bri-
gade list. The batteries followed, B and K, with six and
four guns respectively. Then came the separate treop
cavalry, under Capt. Karl Klein, and the Washington
Grays, under Capt. Baker, closed the line. The Third
Regiment Cavalry did not appear in parade, the mem-
bers doing duty as escort, ete.

“At the eonclusion of the review the Governor and the
several staffs, State, division and brigade, rode to the
Army and Navy Club House, where a lunch was served.”

The National Guard of that earlier lime was a very
efficient body, including many veterans of the Civil War,
and probably also of the Mexican War, and the Indian
campaigns. There were many who think that the organ-
ization, strength and efficiency of the Guard of today was
never surpassed by any former generation of State troops.
It is well, however, to bear in mind the probability that
for much of whatever proficiency we may now enjoy we
must in fairness extend thanks to the inspiration, loyalty
and enthusiastic efforts of these patriotic men whom we
have been privileged to succeed in the service of the State
of New York and the civilian component of the National
Army.

COMMANDS

Successful close order drill is built on good com-
mands. Regardless of how well a group of men may
be trained in a given movement, their execution of
that movement will be ragzed and unsatisfactory if
started by a poor command. The two—execution
and command—are mutually dependent. One can-
not exceed the other. A good command insures the
suecess of a movement, a poor one condemns it to
failure before it has commenced.

A command must have spark, life, magnetism, It
must brim with energy and enthusiasm, and must
inspire men with an eagerness and desire to stop at
nothing short of perfection. Moreover, it must carry
the vibrant, decisive ring of authority that admits of
no question or delay —Infantry School.
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A Rookie’s Letter to
His Uncle Sam

1931, and the 174th Infantry, up here in Buffalo,

is starting the new year with plenty of push and
vinegar. The second stage of armory training already has
commenced, you know, and though Maj. Mercury is flirt-
ing a lot with Madame Zero just now, it won’t be any time
before we’ll be rolling our little packs for another visit
to Camp Smith.

Capt. James M. H. Wallace—(the Brass Hats call him
Jim)—certainly got a warm reception when he took over
Company K at Tonawanda last month. The Women'’s Re-
lief Corps, No. 201, G. A. R., threw a big dinner for him
in the company armory, and most of the front page figures
of the Niagara Frontier turned out with a big hand.

The Mayor, City Board of Alderman, Board of Edu-
cation, Supervisors, and Buffalo officers of the regiment
added to the importance of the “blow-out.” Col. William
R. Pooley led the Buffalo military delegation.

As proof of his desire to make the outfit of service to
the community, Capt. Wallace announced that he had
thrown the armory doors open to the Red Cross for a
charity ball, and I guess he’s going to be on the committee.

He's a wow of a marksman, too, Capt. Wallace. He’s
been regimental coach for a long time back, and the first
thing he did for Company K was to secure an appropria-
tion for a new rifle range and ammunition reloading equip-
ment. He’s got a candidate’s school going full blast, too.
Looks like big doings at Tonawanda this year.

At the risk of sounding like the Wallace family’s pub-
licity man, I'm going to tell you about Capt. Wallace’s
son. He appears on the official roster as First Lieut. Lynn
D. Wallace, commanding Second Battalion Headquarters
Company. Well, he just received his Distinguished Pistol
medal, which as you know is the highest individual award
the government gives. He got it after winning the third
leg on the title at Camp Perry last fall. Lt. Wallace also
holds the Distinguished Marksman’s medal, so I guess
that puts him right into a fairly exclusive class so far as
the New York National Guard is concerned.

His company, by the way, is planning big doings toward
the end of this month. It’s going to be a military ball in
the Hotel Statler Terrace Room, and Lieut. Wallace has
named as hostess, his new wife, the former Mrs, Edna
Alvord Brems. They were married in December.

That reminds me, Lieut. William G. Cook, of Regimen-
tal Headquarters Company has a new arrival at his house.
He was hoping for another recruit for the company, but
I guess it will have to be a candidate for the Ladies’ Auxil-
iary. She was christened Patricia Goembel Cook.

Speaking of military balls, Company G’s big party, the
20th annual, came off Nov. 29 at Hotel Statler. New Mel-
ton uniforms were all over the place, and what an affair!
Six R-K-O acts from Shea’s Hippodrome, and the music
was broadcast over Station WBEN, the newest addition
to the N. B. C. network.

D EAR UNCLE SAM: — Well, here it is January,

A pretty big crowd stormed the armory to see the regi-
ment’s final review of the year, Dec. 12. Major Alexander
L. Gillig commanded a provisional battalion which gave
an exhibition of some things we have learned since Sep-
tember; and there was a machine gun cart drill directed
by Maj. Joseph H. Robinson. Lieutenant Colonel Ralph
K. Robertson reviewed the entire regiment.

Of course you know Colonel Robertson. He’s an attor-
ney for the International Railway Company, and former
Assistant Corporation Counsel of the City of Buffalo.
Well, he was elected President of the Erie County Bar
Association at the annual election of officers a few weeks
ago.

Just two more bits of gossip, Uncle, and then I'm done.
Do you remember Second Lieutenants Lawrence W. Geary,
of First Battalion Headquarters Company, and Arthur G.
Mayer, of Company C? They both got their promotions
the other day. Lieutenant Geary is replacing Lieutenant
Joseph Swart in Company B, under Captain Allan F. Reif,
and Lieutenant Mayer moves up in to Lieutenant Howard
I. Marshall’s place as second in command of Company
C, under Captain Charles A. Reif. Both their predecessors
have resigned.

Well, Uncle Sam, I guess that’s all the news I have for
you this month but there’ll probably be plenty by Feb-
ruary. Until then, keep your heels together.

Your affectionate nephew,

PrivATE CARR.

“K, P

Where moonshine is needed and women are free,
I unslung the pack from my quivering back
And started a round of K. P.

I’m not very shirking—pleasant at working,
Won't shrink from labor,—but gee!

The onions and such proved entirely too much
When I was detailed to K. P.

It's O. K. to scrub with many a rub
A mess-kit or greasy puttee,

But I balk at pots in monstrous lots
When I roll up my sleeves on K. P.

A soldier’s career is nothing to fear,

It’s as wild as the waves of the sea—

Though none can out-brave us, let some spirit save us
From the open-mouthed monster,—K. P.!

Pvt. L. Isaacs, Battery B, 258th F. A,
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