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New Inspector 27 th Division, N. Y. N. G. 

LT. COL. H E N R Y E. S U A V E T 

who succeeds Lt. Col. Allan L. Reagan 

HENRY E. SUAVET enlisted in Company E, 23rd Infantry, N. Y. N. G., May 27, 1912. 
Served on the Mexican Border with the 23rd, Overseas with the 106th Infantry and 105th 

Infantry. After the armistice he was detailed with the Commission for Relief in Belgium and 
Northern France, where he had charge of the District of Longwy, which comprised most of 
what had been the battle area of the American Army in France. Upon his return to this coun
try he re-entered the 23rd Infantry (now the 106th Infantry) where he remained until 1922. 
He then transferred to the Ordnance Department, State Staff, serving until his recent promo
tion, except for one year as Captain, Infantry, Aide, 27th Division. Lieut. Col. Suavet has 
served, as so many of our other successful National Guard officers, in all ranks both enlisted 
and commissioned—private, corporal, sergeant, first sergeant, second lieutenant, first lieu
tenant, captain and major. 
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Record Small Arms Firing 1928 
By LIEUT. COL. WM. R. WRIGHT, G-3, 27th Division 

IN the breaking of records the 1928 field 
training season seems to have been our 

banner year. 
The official figures for record small 

arms firing have just been completed and 
show that in this branch of training as in 
attendance all previous figures have been 
completely surpassed. 

A total of 7141 medals or bars were 
given out in 1928 as compared with our 
previous high record of 5661. 

If we include the 1000-inch rifle quali
fications for which no Federal credit is 
awarded our total qualifications were 7791 
compared with 6431 for 1927. 

In these totals our old champion, the 
10th Infantry, again leads in the aggregate 
for all weapons with 858 qualifications, 
closely followed by the 108th Infantry with 
838 and the 107th Infantry with 738. Both 
the 10th and the 108th broke all previous 
records and the 107th came within 6 points 
of doing so. 

A new leader shows up with the rifle, 
the 108th having succeeded in wresting 
away from the 10th the lead which the 
latter has held for so many years with 
this arm. The 108th qualified 412 men, a 
very remarkable figure for a National 
Guard regiment with its limited time for 
practice. The 10th, however, with 372 
qualifications keeps a firm hold on second 
place and the 107th follows close after 
with 340, a splendid showing for a city 
regiment. The 121st Cavalry with 237 
qualifications places fourth, another per
formance worthy of note as our cavalry 
regiments are much smaller than the in
fantry regiments and therefore have fewer 
men eligible to shoot. Our total qualifica
tions with the rifle were 2454 as compared 
with 2171 in 1927. 

Marked improvement was noticeable in 
1928 with the pistol. We qualified 2144 as 
against 1530 in 1927, Here there is quite a 
change in the leaders. Last year the 105th 
Infantry led with 132 qualifications with 
the 107th Infantry second with 86. This 
year the 10th Infantry nearly doubled their 
1927 record and annexes first place with 
176, and the 108th Infantry and 107th In
fantry follow closely thereafter with 165 
and 162 respectively. The 121st leads the 
cavalry with 100 qualifications and the 
104th the field artillery with 121. Where 
last year only six of our thirty-four or
ganizations rated "Satisfactory" with the 
pistol, this year we have one (the Head
quarters and Headquarters Company, 54th 
Brigade) rated Excellent, (over 50 per 
cent qualified) three rated "Satisfactory 
plus" (over 30 per cent qualified) and 
fourteen more satisfactory (over 20 per 

cent qualified), a total of eighteen or near
ly half. This is a very satisfactory im
provement and promises well for the fu
ture if present methods are maintained. 

The 10th Infantry displaces the 105th 
as our leader with the machine gun, al
though their score of 75 is not as good as 
last year's high record of 79. The 108th 
is second with 62 and the 105th with 58, 
drops to third. The 107th and 14th with 
55 apiece are close up. Our total quali
fications went up a little, from 477 to 480. 

The howitzer companies outdid them
selves and none qualified less than 40 per 
cent. Again the 108th leads with 64 with 
the 10th close behind with 61, the 71st 
showing up third with 49. Our total quali
fications are nearly doubled; 423 as com
pared with 261. 

Nearly the same is true of our work 
with the automatic rifle. The record is 
364 for 1928, 254 for 1927. Only one 
organization is rated " Unsatisfactory." 
The 10th gets back into the lead here with 
66 qualifications, the 107th slips into sec
ond place with 56 and the 108th with 47 is 
third. 

The bayonet work shows a new cham
pion crowned, the 107th beating all com
petitors and breaking all records with a 
splendid total of 78. The 10th hung on 
grimly, doubled their own previous record 
and scored 71. Our 1927 champions, the 
108lh, scored 44 and [he 369th, who always 
led in this branch until last year, had to 
be content with fourth place with 42. 
Totals: 1928, 408; 1927, 314. 

The thousand-inch rifle record is like 
the first "America's" cup race. The 174th 
is first (with 181 qualifications) and 
"there is no second," The 71st with 82 and 
the 106th with 71, although distanced by 
the 174th, were also in a class by them
selves in second and third places. Our 
total qualifications on this range dropped 
from 770 to 650, our only loss in 1928. 
This range will be featured in 1929 and 
we expect a change, 

Splendid improvement was shown by 
our cavalry with the sword mounted and 
the pistol mounted. We now have 79 
swordsmen as compared with 11 in 1927, 
while with the pistol 130 can shoot this 
weapon mounted with safety to them
selves, their horse and the spectators and 
the requisite damage to the targets as com
pared with 39 in 1927. This is certainly a 
very creditable achievement and with the 
interest that the cavalry is taking in these 
qualifications we look for big things in 
the future. The 101st Cavalry leads with 
both weapons. 

In the Coast Artillery gunners tests, the 
245th qualified 364, the 212th, 165, and the 
244th, 130, for a total of 659 as compared 
with 604 for 1927. The 244th dropped a 
few points from their 1927 figures, but 
the other two made up the deficit with 
something to spare. 

Tabulating all of these figures we find 
that our 1928 champions are as follows: 

All weapons, 10th Infantry 858* 
Rifle, Infantry, 108th Infantry 413* 
Rifle, Cavalry, 121st Cavalry 237 
Pistol, Infantry, 10th Infantry 176* 
Pistol, Cavalry, 131st Cavalry 100 
Pistol, Artillery, 104th Field Artillery 121 
Machine Gun, 10th Infantry 75 
Howitzer, 108th Infantry 64* 
Automatic Rifle, 10th Infantry 66* 
Bayonet, 107th Infantry 78* 
1000-ineh Rifle, 174th Infantry 181 
Sword, 101st Cavalry 50* 
Pistol, Mounted, 101st Cavalry 89* 
Gunners' Test, 245th Artillery 364* 

* Breaking previous record. 
Before leaving the subject of organiza

tion records it seems that due mention 
should be made of certain organizations 
which on account of their small size or for 
other reasons do not figure in our above 
records and yet showed big improvement 
over any previous work. The State Staff 
raised its qualifications from 5 to 17, the 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
54th Brigade, from 6 to 18, the Headquar
ters and Headquarters Company, 93rd Bri
gade, from 10 to 23, the Headquarters and 
Headquarters Troop, 51st Cavalry Bri
gade from 8 to 24. Headquarters, 93rd 
Brigade in addition to pistol qualifications 
wears badges or bars for the rifle, machine 
gun, automatic rifle and bayonet. It is re
ported that General Phelan, Major 
O'Flynn and the rest of our "Irish Bri
gade" have their eyes on the "Sword 
Mounted" and the "Pistol Mounted" for 
their 1929 goal and that their 1928 work 
on the P.O.D. Trail had this end in view. 
The 369th Infantry, while still low in their 
total qualifications, more than doubled 
their previous record with the rifle and 
were well up with the machine gun, the 
howitzer and the bayonet. The 102nd En
ineers made their usual good showing 
with the rifle and also qualified men with 
the pistol, automatic rifle and bayonet. 

When we come to our individual cham
pions we approach the matter with the 
same amount of trepidation that we felt 
last year. Stilt we got away with it then 
and we may have the same luck this year. 
After checking over all of the record cards 
the following seem to be facts. 

Our rifle champion is Sergeant Perley 
A. Wood of Company G of the 10th In
fantry, who in qualifying as expert tied 
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last year's remarkable score of 245, only 
five less than possible. Sergeant Wood 
hails from Oneonta, where they grow lots 
of good shots. This score is specially re
markable in that in an earlier string he 
had a defective cartridge which backfired 
and painfully injured his eye. To come 
back after such an accident and shoot so 
near to a possible score shows the highest 
type of nerve in addition to marksman
ship. 

The 71st Infantry produces the cham
pion automatic rifleman in the person of 
First Lieutenant Edward J. Reilly of Com
pany A, whose score was 482 out of a 
possible 500, another excellent score. 
Lieutenant Reilly's score is notable for be
ing 19 points higher than our last year's 
record with this weapon. 

With the pistol the mounted service gets 
the limelight, Captain Alfred Huddleston, 
Adjutant of the 2nd Battalion, I56th Field 
Artillery, being our high man with a splen
did percentage of 99.16. To those of us 
who have to feel satisfied with 60 per cent 
or often to feel dissatisfied with even less 
than that such a percentage belongs to the 
age of miracles. We feel inclined to ask 
Captain Huddleston if he shot through a 
pipe. So far as we can find this score is 
our high record for this weapon. 

Private Timothy Shea of Company D, 
14th Infantry, is our champion with Chi
cago's favorite weapon, the machine gun. 
His score was 339. If Brooklyn's gang
sters ever decide to adopt the machine gun, 
Private Shea's services should command a 
high price as an instructor. 

The 10th Infantry claims the bayonet 
champion, Private John Howe of Com
pany E of Binghamton, who ran the course 
in 39 seconds and hit every red disk en 
route for a perfect score of 100. Although 
higher than last year's score, this does not 
break our 1925 National Guard record of 
38% seconds still held by the 174th In
fantry. 

In the howitzer companies we again have 
a composite champion as five officers and 
men are tied with perfect scores. Captain 
Kenneth O. Tinkham of the I98th In
fantry represents upstate, while Captain 
Edwin K. Johnston, First Lieutenant 
Frederic M. Dardingdiller, Second Lieut
enant Alfred S. Wilt, and Sergeant Arthur 
W. Weinderoth, all of the 106th Infantry, 
uphold the claims of the metropolitan dis
trict It is, therefore, directed that the 
credit for this championship shall be di
vided into five equal parts, and that each 
one of the gentlemen named above shall be 
entitled to retain for one year from date 
one-fifth of the credit of a State champion. 

With the pistol mounted big improve
ment was made, this year's score being 
97.50 per cent as against 92.20 in 1927. 
Corporal Lloyd Conroy of the Headquar
ters Detachment, 1st Squadron. 101st 

Cavalry, brings the honors for this weapon 
to Brooklyn. 

The sword championship for mounted 
troops moves from Utica to Albany, Sec
ond Lieutenant Thomas D. Goodman hav
ing qualified as expert with a percentage 
of 97.50, slightly less than Sergeant 
Reath's winning percentage of 98 made 
last year. 

It is interesting to note, and a good sign 
of keen competition that not one of our 
1927 champions repeated in 1928, although 
some of their records still remain un
broken. We congratulate our new cham
pions and trust that they wilt wear their 
laurels with becoming modesty and with 
an eye open for the 1929 competition. 

10th Infantry Changes 
Company M of Hudson is transferred 

to Utica, K of Utica goes to Oneida and 
the Regimental Headquarters Company 
goes to Hudson. 
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LT. COL. FRANK C. VINCENT 
The commander of the Second Battalion. 

Maj. Frank C. Vincent, of the 106th In
fantry for the past five years, has been 
appointed Lieutenant Colonel to succeed 
Lieut. Col. Lennox C. Brennan, who was 
recently retired by the War Department at 
his own request. 

Lieut. Col. Vincent has been a member 
of the 106th Infantry since February 5, 
1906, when he enlisted in Company G. At 
that time the 106th was the old 23rd of 
Brooklyn. 

The promotion of Lieut. Col. Vincent is 
in line with Col. Fairservis' policy in re
warding the officers and men of the or
ganization for long and faithful service. 
The new executive officer has long been 
one of the hardest workers of the organi
zation. He is a veteran of the World War 
and has been decorated for his acts in the 
face of the enemy both in France and 
Belgium. He was wounded at the Battle 
of Le Selk River on October 20, 1918. 
He was cited in a divisional order during 
his service at the front and has received 
the Conspicuous Service Cross of the State 
of New York, as well as the Belgian Croix 
de Guerre avec Palm and the Order of 
the Officer of the Crown of Roumania. 

The Colonel's record in the regiment is: 
Promoted to be Corporal in March, 1910, 
in June the same year he became sergeant 
and the next promotion came in July, 1912, 
when he became quartermaster sergeant; 
June 20, 1916, he became supply sergeant 
and the next month he was made first 
sergeant of his company. Shortly after 
the outbreak of the World War he was 
commissioned in May, 1917, as First Lieu
tenant. Six days after being wounded 
Vincent's commission as captain came 
through. He then served with that rank 
until his discharge from the Army on July 
28, 1919. He rejoined the organization as 
a Captain in February, 1920, and has since 
held various posts within the regiment. 
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Field Inspection Reports 1928 
THE Federal Field Inspection Reports 

made during the field training period 
of 1928 have just been tabulated and con
solidated at National Guard Headquarters 
and reveal some interesting facts. 

We are credited with 19,271 officers and 
men present and 1,703 absent, making an 
aggregate of 20,974 or a percentage present 
of 92. This figure and the individual rec
ords are practically the same as those al
ready published in the October NATIONAL 
GUARDSMAN. 

Of the above number 7,129 were men 
who had joined since last camp, a per
centage of about 34. The 14th Infantry 
with 43 per cent, the Headquarters, 52nd 
Field Artillery Brigade, with 40 per cent 
and the 165th Infantry and 106th Field 
Artillery with 37 per cent had the highest 
percentages of new men, excluding the 
93rd Brigade Headquarters and the 121st 
Cavalry which, having been organized in 
1928, naturally had high percentages. The 
lowest percentages of new men were found 
in the 54th Brigade Headquarters, 8 per 
cent; 27th Division Headquarters, 13 per 
cent; 87th Brigade Headquarters, 20 per 
cent, and 107th Infantry, 25 per cent. 

1,840 of these new men, or a little less 
than 9 per cent of our total strength, had 
less than two months' service at the time 
of camp. 

We reported a very small number of 
R.O.T.C. and C.M.T.C. graduates in our 
ranks, 75 of the former, 186 of the latter. 

In small arms qualifications we are 
credited with 2,292 qualifications with the 
rifle, 2,018 with the pistol, 481 with the 
machine gun, and with 250 experts and 897 
first and second class gunners with the 
Howitzer Company and artillery weapons. 
The average firing efficiency of the artil
lery was Satisfactory, the 104th Field Ar
tillery and the 245th Artillery being rated 
Very Satisfactory. 

In care and handling of animals and in 
riding and driving our average was Satis
factory, as it was in care and driving of 
motors. 

Conditions of arms, uniforms averaged 
Satisfactory, ten organizations were rated 
Very Satisfactory and one Unsatisfactory, 

Our average in discipline was Very Sat
isfactory, in morale, Very Satisfactory, in 
command and leadership, Satisfactory. 
Training methods and results were gener
ally satisfactory, our only black mark be
ing that one organization was rated Un
satisfactory on its conduct of recruit train
ing. 

Our average rating for readiness for 
combat figures 78 in training and 77 in 
equipment, and it is figured that it would 
take about three months to completely 
train our average units. 

The proficiency of commanding officers 

above the grade of Captain figures Very 
Satisfactory, of Staffs and Company offi
cers Satisfactory. 

227 of our units (or 63 per cent) were 
rated Satisfactory and 131 (or 37 per 
cent) were given the higher grade of Very 
Satisfactory. Two units were rated Un
satisfactory. 

Regimental Colors 
And a History 

W ILLIAM H. HAZELTON, adju
tant of Barnes Post, G. A. R„ of 

Gouverneur, has sent the colors of his 
regiment, the 142d N. Y. Infantry, to 
the state department at Albany. He re
ceived the colors several years ago as 
the only surviving Officer of that regi
ment. 

During the month of May, 1865, First 
Sergeant Andrew Richardson of the 
142d Regiment obtained a three-day fur
lough to visit his home in St. Lawrence 
county. At the expiration of his fur
lough and upon his start on the return 

trip to his unit, the women of St. Law
rence county entrusted the banner to 
him for safe keeping as a gift to the 
regiment. 

In the meantime the war had ended 
and the regiment was discharged at 
Raleigh, N. C., on June 7, 1865. The 
members of the unit started north and 
were met on the way home by Sergeant 
Richardson. The banner was then 
turned over to Colonel A. M. Barney, 
who presented it to his regiment. 

When the men returned to Ogdens-
burg they were detained about two 
weeks awaiting the appearance of the 
paymaster and the banner was returned 
to Colonel Barney. After his death it 
was in the possession of his sister, Mrs. 
George B, Winslow, until about 16 
years ago, when she in turn gave it to 
the late Frank Johnson, of Ogdensburg, 
to be returned to the officers of the 
142d Regiment. It remained in the pos
session of Mr. Johnson until after his 
death about a year ago. 

It was understood that only a com
issioned officer of the unit should have 
the banner and it was turned over to 
Mr. Hazelton, as it was evident that no 
other officer now survives. 

CALIFORNIA 
IN '29 
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