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Letter to a New Recruit 
By LT. PHILLIP C. PACK, 63RD BRIG., Michigan National Guard 

M Y DEAR SMITH: 

I don't need to tell you again how glad I am to welcome you into Company A. We are 
mighty proud of this unit of ours and as soon as you catch the spirit, you will be just as proud as I am. 

There are a few things that I thought I'd write you about to help you get started right and 
get into the swing of things. 

First, remember that we all were "rookies" once. We don't expect you to know everything at 
the start. If you feel embarrassed at your ignorance at soldiering, forget it. That is to be expected. 

Second, remember that nothing is quite such a sin in the army as "sloppy" personal appear­
ance. First, be sure your uniform is clean and pressed. Be sure it fits and if it doesn't, see the Sup­
ply Sergeant at once. Never wear your hat or cap on the back of your head—have the hat brim paral­
lel with the ground. Keep every button buttoned. Have your shoes brightly polished. Put your leg-
gins on evenly—any old-timer will be glad to show you how. No matter how hot it is, keep the 

neck of your shirt buttoned up. 

Third, get the matter of saluting down pat right away. Any one of the Sergeants or Cor-
porals will feel flattered if you go to him and ask how to do it properly. First learn HOW to salute 
and then learn WHEN to salute. Any old-timer will help you. 

Finally, I want to talk a minute about the men in the company. Why are they in the com-
pany? First, because they want to serve their country. Then there are many other reasons. With 
some it is a hobby. To some, the company is a club. Some are working for promotion. But what-
ever the reasons are that made them join, I want to tell you right here and now that every one of 
them will be a friend of yours if you just meet him half way. Once you know them, you will agree 
that we have right here the most loyal little group of red-blooded men you ever saw. They'll go 
through thick and thin for you. 

Now about drills. It is your duty—and a duty you will be required to live up to—to come 
to drill regularly. You gave your sacred pledge to do this. And we are going to make things so in-
teresting, so inspiring and so instructive that you will come because you want to come. 

If there is anything you want to ask about, see me after drill next week. 

Cordially yours, 

...................................................... 
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Meet Me in St. Paul, Minn., in October 

This aerial view 
of downtown 
Saint Paul visu­
alises the Port 
of the North­
west by Land, 
Water and Air. 
The $15,000,000 
Union Depot, 
freight yards, 
and Northwest 
Commercial pos­
tal headquarters 
are adjacent to 
the municipal 
docks and just 
across the river 
from the muni­

cipal air field. 

Saint Paul Ar­
mory, Sixth and 
Exchange Sts. 
Headquarters of 
the Minnesota 
National Guard 
units in the 

Capitol City. 

Harriet Island, on which is situated 
one of Saint Paul's municipal 
parks, is seen in the foreground in 
this sky-line picture of Saint Paud. 
The Minnesota State Capitol is at 

the left. 


